ay. | 
1A bbo ott, — Lieut.-Colonel New England 
M Perey Phipps, C.M.G. (N.S. W.) 
~‘Anst ey, Frank . Bourke (V.) 
z= Archibald, Hon. William Hindmarsh (S.A.) 
Oliver 
tkinson, Llewelyn Wilmot (T.) 
spikes Hon. Acdece Herbert (Q.) 
— William. 
Bayley, James Garfield .. ‘Osler (Q.) 
Best, Hon. ‘Sir Robert Kooyong (V.) 
a Wallace,*K.C.M.G. 
Blakeley, Arthur Darling (N.S.W.) 
-8Boyd, Hon. James Arthur Henty (V.) 
| ‘Brennan, Frank . Batman (V.) 
2 *Bruce, Stanley Melbourne Flinders (V.) 
- Burchell, Reginald John Fremantle (W.A.) 
Catts, James Howard Cook (N.S.W.) 
Chanter, Hon. John Moore Riverina (N.S.W.) 
_ Chapman, Hon. Austin .. Eden-Monaro 
(N.S. W.) 
Charlton, Matthew Hunter (N.S.W.) 
4 Considine. Michael Patrick Barrier (N.S.W. u 
Cook, Right Hon. Sir Parramatta (N.S 
. Joseph, P.C., G.C.M.G. 
A8Corboy, Edwin Wilkie Swan (W.A.) 
8Corser, Edward Bernard Wide Bay (Q.) 
- -Cresset - 
_Falkiner, Franc Brereton Hume (N.S. W.) 
 Sadleir 
Fenton, James Edward .. Maribyrnong (V.) 
_ Finlayson, William Fyfe.. Brisbane (Q.) 
_ Fleming, William Mont- Robertson (N.S. W.) 
- gomerie 
Forrest, Right Hon. Lord Swan’ (W.A.) 
Meo PC., G.C.M.G. 


W.) 


Fost er, Hon. Richard Wakefield (S.A.) 
Witty 
“Pome, Hon. James Perth (W.A.) 
Mackinnon 
~~ Glynn, Hon. Patrick Angas (S8.A.) 


McMahon, K.C. 
VGretue, Walter Massy 
Gregory, Hon. Henry . Dampier (W.A.) 
Groom; Hon. Littleton Darling Downs (Q.) 
Ernest, 

‘Heitmann, Edward Ernest Kalgoorlie (W.A.) 
~ Higgs, Hon. ‘William Guy Capricornia (Q.) 
‘Howroyd, Charles Richard Darwin (T.) 
Hughes, Right | Hon. Bendigo (V.) 
aes a P. Of 


Bpetber ‘The onorauis William Elliot Nohiend 


Chairman of Committees—The Honorable John Moore Chanter, 
6Jowett, Edmund 


12Manifold, 


8McGrath, David Charles 


. Richmond (N.S.W.)_ 


Grampians (V.) 
Kelly, William Wentworth (N.S. W. 
Henry 
Lamond, Hector 
Leckie, John William 
Lister, John Henry 
Livingston, John 
Lynch, John .. . Werriwa (N.S.W.) 
Mackay, George Hugh .. Lilley (Q.) es) 
Mahony, William George Dalley (N.S.W.) 
Maloney, William oie since (¥u\"3 
Hon. James Corangamite (V.) 


Hon. 


. Illawarra (N.S.W.) 
. Indi (V.) 

. Corio (V.) 

. Barker (S.A.) 


Chester 
Mathews, James 
Maxwell, George Arnot . 
McDonald, Hon. Charles. . 


. Melbourne Ports Noa 
. Fawkner (V.) | 
Kennedy (Q.) 
Ballaarat (V.) ts Oe 
McWilliams, William Franklin (T.) a 
James 
Nicholls, Samuel Robert. 
Orchard, Hon. 
Beaumont 
Page, Hon. James . Maranoa (Q.) 
Palmer, Albert Clayton .. Echuca (V.) 
Pigott, Henry Robert Calare (N.S. W. ) 
Maguire 
Poynton, Hon. Waseauaey Grey (S.A.) 


. Macquarie (N'S.W.} oG 
Richard Nepean (N.S.W.) 


Riley, Edward . . South Sydney i 
' (N.S.W.) oy 
Rodgers, Arthur Stanis- Wannon (V.) | 
laus ais 
Ryrie, General Granville North Sydney ae 
de Laune, C.B., C.M.G.' (N.S.W.} 
5Salmon, Hon. Charles Grampians (V.) | 
Carty A 


Sampson, Sydney 
Sinclair, Hugh .. 
Smith, Hon. Bruce, K.C. 


.- Wimmera (V.) i 
. Moreton (Q.) ma 
Parkes (N.S.W.) 


Smith, Hon. William Denison (T.) 
Henry Laird 

“Spence, Hon. William Darwin (T.) — 
Guthrie. 


Story, William Harrison.. Boothby (S.A.) | 
Thomson, John - Cowper (N.S.W.) 


Tudor, Hon. Frank Yarra (Y.) 

Gwynne 
Wallace, Cornelius . West ileal J a) 
Watkins, Hon. David Neweastle ( 


S.W.) | 
Watt, Hon. 
Alexander 
Webster, Hon. William .. Gwydir (N.S.W.) 
West, John Edward .. East Sydney (N.S.W.} - 
Wise, Hon. George Henry Gippsland (V.) 2 
Yates, George Edwin . Adelaide (8.A.) 


William Balaclava v. ) 


HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS. 


_ Senate.—C. G. Duffy, C.M.G. | : 
. House of BRepresentatives.—W. A. Gale. ae ee 


Parliamentary. Reporting Staff.—B. H. Friend. an 
Library.—A. Wadsworth. 7 


Joint House Committee. —G. H. Ponshin. : I 
* € 
OL. g Decease reported 17th June, 1917.——2. Elected, 30th Sane: 1917. Sworn 11th July, 1917.——3. Sworn lith July, 
_ 1917 —4. Appointed Temporary Chairman of Committers, 18th July, 1917.5. Decease reported 18th September, 
% 4917 ——f. Elected 27th October, 1917 Sworn 9th January, 1918 ——7 Resignation reported 5th April, 1918 ——~ 
i 8 Sworn 19th April, 191°.——9. Elected 11th May, 1918) Sw ora 22nd May, 191°.——10 Sworn 7th June, 1918, ae 
S11. Decease reported 18th September, 1913.—12. ee : peventer 1918,—13. Elected 26th are omard ras 
worn 20th November, 1918, 


wee es 


Spee hes ies hae ha Ny ar 


- 4 Pas ok '. J . Ww sf ae ee 4 a 
uf if. ‘ ¢ Fs tae Oe we i a 3 Riis ; oh j ee aii 
y/ a Coxtants—continued. ey : 
Aes ; ee PAGE 
Lae. Senate, 18 DecEMBER. ES ‘ HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 19 Daoxcann. 
Ale: ‘Biv'the River Iron Deposits ; = .. 9639 Navy and Defence rNgiet at yay) te hae 
_*) Pneumonic« Influenza —(uarantine : Western Aus- Personal Explanation... eet rae 
-.» — tralia— Conditions on Transport Medic. . «nk, 9689; Soldiers’ Overcoa's 
~~ Genusor’s Staff .. .. 9640 Influenza Epidemic — Quarantining of ‘Boanab— 
Au-tralian Imperial Force : Next of Kin Badges -. 9610 Medic’s Communication with New Zealand, 
Private Business. . a .. 9640 | Bonus to Parliamentary Servants 
Turramurra Consumptive ‘Sanatorium ae C5 POL Price of Bran <i 
Tnternees Ba! i: Ay .- 9641 Vegetables ‘and Clothing ; Reports o Inte St 
Export of Metal Scrap .1 ‘ § .» 9641 Comm ssion Cars: 2 
“Carnes” Artificial Limbs. .. 9641 Disturbance at Port Darwin: Assault o PAdninis 
yk Late 2 Messrs. Bilbao and Burtovitch |. 9642 |° 6 Labor x a ae ale ee 
argarine Colorin ey .. 9642 “pply_o ornsac Pe okie : 

_ Manufacture of Shean Dip gO NN ly .. 9642 Repatriati u,— Special Sittings to Considere— Wa 
Use of Word “Anzac” ., Ye ar: +f ix OOM? Service Humes: Staff Appointments on Contr 
Paper: > 2; ot pe .. 9642 Wheat Pool: Financing New Crop — * *, = 
War Service Homes Bill | 9643. |. Relea-e of Internees ’ 

Deceased Soldiers’ Estates Bill. —Second. Reading 9672 Personal Exp!anation.: Correction -of Prat Repo 
War Precautions Bill.— Second Reading .. 9677 | Quarantine: Use of Station at Albany’... 
Adjournment.—Transfer of. Post-office Official — Position of Me. Leitch .. TE 
Commonwealth Commer cial Organizations .. 9729 Rumored Visit of Minister fo London On ake 
Z Ceutral Wheat Board 6 i age! 
4 e S)anish Influenza. — Quarantine . 0 conte 
SunaTe, 19 DECEMBER. ‘Chowder. Bay, Sydney—Rottuest Island Meee 
Duration of Recess nf = ae 9730 modation’ 
Personal Ex: laation : Removal of Mr. Jensen Australian Imperial Force : Enelish Records - 
- from the Ministry Re oie ge 4 .. 9730 |. Naval Reserve |. 
Revulation of Imports .. vs op tok Peace Celebration : Visit by Prince of Wales ty 
‘Navy. and D fence Administration : Report of Fodder Pool. eis 8 se 
Royal Commission —. 9731 | Scottish Kilted Regiments 
Repatriation ; Resignation of the Victorian State Minis: ers in london i 
Board... - “a ws us >, 9772 Navy Department : Reyal Commission Report _ 
War Precautions Bill... oa A ‘sige ree Assistant Minister for the N ayy? heagtahcar 
Demobilized Postal Employees —.. i ne SEB Direct Coiitrol : 
Konus to Parliamentary Servants S\6 fet (0788 Consideration of. Griey ances ¥ 
Papers .. ey * - -. 9733 Troopships and Pass nger Service 
Hipokines in the Navy Ba ze an -- 9733 | Repairs to Culburra cs .t 
Metal Serap — .. we -- 9734 Taxation : Cost of Collection — 
‘Censorship : Reduction of Staff . 9734 Expeditionary Force: New Guinea ap a 
Defence D ‘partment. —Applications for Employ: : Henderson Naval Base : Teanteaees Possession ! 
i ment—M ilitary Age and Service Leave.. 9734. of Plans : ue 
_) Weey lin Wheat a Biss we +9734 Military Sentences R 
re Captain Olifent. . S36 i . 9734 Export of Leather oe ae 
Bonus to Public Servants. a ... 9735. | Hoiday : Mail Granch~ .. c 
Price Fixing : Profit on Rabbit Skins es Met O1Sb General Post, Office; Brisbane : Returned Soldiers By 
Internees: ‘Detention: of Bilbao and Burtovitch .. 9735 as Temporary Clerks _. ve oo 
Henderson Naval Kase Employees -- (9735 | sYarn and Machinery ~~... oe 
Australian Imperial Force: Military Offenders .. 9735 Import of Fiji Bananas .. ag 
Northern Territory.—Land Leased and Alienated indemnity from Germany 
— Darwin Jetty a tos 9735 Film Censor-hip ae a 
Release of En ternees ee e a oa 9736 Australian Light Horse Leave... +3 
‘ Case of Mr. Kiely cache os fs 23. 736 Tin Trade is pho 
] Case of W. J. Fegan f: id bbees 9737 Manufacture of Go-carts . fe & 
: Public Service Bill ; ie 9737, 9783 Widows’ Homies . 
Bonus to Pariismentary Servants 9755 Promotions ! Postmaster-General’s Department 
Naval and Defence Admin’stration. —Report of War Museum 4 is 50 
Royal Commission : Purchase of shaw Wlreless Export of Flour . 
Works ~ Oe set «s J. 9756 War Service Homes Bill. 
Appropriation Bill he i i] .. Q784 | Deceased Suldiers’ Estate Bill 
Second Reading *- ote os OF84 War Precautions Bil .. 3 Aceh 
Prime Minister’s Department a oe 9786 Papers .. ae 
| __,. Department of the Treasury .. 9788 Estimates and Appropriation Bill 1918: gaimita- 
Home and Territories Department... 22) 9791 tion of Debate... es de ; 
ieee Defence Department ie a Zep E32) Estimates 1918-19— 
Navy Department. . oo 9795 Department of the iTigepeiis) 
5 Postm ster-General’s s Department . 2. 9797 Appropriation Bill 19 8-19 | .. @ j 
. War Services é. «9499 Bonus to Parliamentary Servants 47 oS The a 
a . Resignation of Senator: Z. J. Long. va t4 | 9802 War Service Homes Bill. Second/Reading 4 
a War-time Profits Tax Assessment Bill’. .. 9802 |. Shipbuilding Bill. - a 
4 . Second Reading a oh te -. 9803 |’ Deceased Soldiers’ Estates Bit .. 
"i Chief Justice’s Pension Bill i he .. 9813 | War-time Profits paca Pax Bill, 
f Second Reading ., 9813 Third Reading eS” ae 
ie ania —Kederal Capital—Censorship .. 9813 Chief Justice’s Pension ill 


te 


: 
Bi 
‘ 
‘a 


Printed and Publiched for the Couper of the COMMONWEALTH of Avermanza, ‘ 
ae fe SaKee: Sia siege Printer for, the State of Victoria. — ee 


’ a 4 

has: 
‘4 
F 
t 
Fe; 
§ 
3 

ws; 


scam 


é 


SENATE, 17 ee hails eee Sere! House OF REPRESENTATIVES, 17 DucEMEER. Ox 
7 Di S08 Ngee Sct. me --.. 9864 | Spirits Bill a we } +3 Sg OSES 
ane f - 9364 | Order of Business. i Abaca ueee vn! 9428 
ustralian Railway : Ballasting of Line .. 9365 Wheat Guarantee =... Gr palais ange 5 eee 
lian Imperial Force.—Cost. of Kecruiting— = Sale of Copper. hat ou alae 9429 
it of Egyptian and Palestine Forces to_ ‘Great Artificial Cane-making Machinéry rere Mea es’ UE 
Dam Apo Prance” oS... Se To. F Rie 9365. |. Bonus for House Staff ait ey ey 9429 
ert. to Bills ~. of METER Gig Ger ORRN I Ot oer, MOB OD. cf: ee influenza Cases on the Boonah Jas ete) eae Da eae 
. and Steel Bounty Bill : cs dy ite <<) 9366 Butter Pool a : “he OAS Le 
] ed ls or Kemale Relatives of Idiers. .. — $4: OBES War-time Profits. Tax Assesement Bill . lai OSI 
monic. Influenza —Quarafitine: Western Aus- ike Paper.” os ve hee a 431 
ee Es See er laa alal aea i ae Post and cL gal! yn Ramer ga on a 
: i MenseD Su calem tins: gut ieut eae ie) Vostage of News! ayers to Soldiers re 9431 
2 Ud pa coe nae ees : $ 9366 _ Commonwealth Commercial — Organizations. — 
a iver Iron Deposits ropes ae . «1 9366 Balance-sheets : Commonwealth Line of Steamers 9431 
i lic. Service : puneny ASRS. L -- 9367 | Adjournment (Formal), —Copper Market. “age ORO 
a | Homes for Soldiers’ Widows Bees isc 5 
Stes eat se a QB6R Taxation Office: ‘* Slowing Down ” by’ Employees. 9435 
; oe ions to ‘Soldiers’ De endants— | Spelter Zinc: Treatment - wa ae ERB 
ration of las : : .. 9367. | London Pay Office : leficit ~~ 9436 - 
_ * 93g7 | Hospital Ship Miltiades:: Allotment of Acéom- 
Pelee, eV oe i of 9367 | ~modation~ *.. 1 9436 
ine Electoral Act: Cost of Administration oe t. 9436° 5 
; - Censorship : Publication of Battalion Colours... 9436 
9367 Soldiers in England: Deaths ~., cS. ~ i. G4R6 
sion .. | 8 ; ..& 9368 Interned Irishmen: Release ..- re i OSG ae 
Personal Exertion .. se ath oe AOS68 Blackboy Camp, Western Australia: Pay of Dis- = > 
iridium... sag. oa -/ 9368 | sks ed aNd hi Brisb; eh Pade ti val 
: eRe gcc S - Red Cross Seandal, Brisbane es ae ne 9437 — 
Peon Wireless Works eke iss 9363; Export of Tin ‘Scrap oe 9437 
aS Olifent act : a os ae | Darlinghurst Detention Barracks : : Appointments a 
‘ +, 9869 and Suspensions se 9487 
7 ie ». 9369 Repatriation ; Advances to Purchase Businesses .. 9438 
tion.— Welcome to. Raiwibad Nurses: _ Influenza Outbreak: s.s. Sardinia. - ae .» 9438 
ority- Provision for the Employ ment “OF Ae Price Fixing Department : Revenue in ». 9438 
He a eit a -. 9869" Cenc he ar ba ae “ -. 9438 
3 A lendrin  ... .- 9438 
yh Department Allowance Post. 9370 | Conciliation and Arbitration Bill.Second Reading .9439 
Ene teens. 9370 Budget (1918-19) isk ih ie 45/7, 94439 
seg ON ; a og | Estimates, 1918 19. : a ve 95640" 
Pro a tak ie ie 9428 Navy. and Defence Administration : Royal Com- Pe leee 
Piss Samy , 9428) ' mission’s Report ee oo Pe 
oF bala | | Adjournment. .. eee oe 


* 


L Sea : f Contents Seubinsed on Page 4 of Cover. 
Omche ange Dupe ate, Li GC, 


if 


ipictatine Postage, 2s. 6d. per annum, or 2d. per number. - Subseriptions should ‘be sent 
to the Government Fare Melbourne. 


yt 


| Governor-Gene eat he 
‘ania ra 0M ihe Honorable Sir RoNaup ORAUFURD Munro FERGUSON, 

f His Majesty’s ‘Most Honorable Privy Council, Knight Grand Cross of 
, oS Distinguished Order /of Saint Michael and Saint George, | fend Commander-in-C 


and Th i Commonwealth of Australia. : 
\ .4 A gat ast 


A “ Suistealtan Wational Wat Government, ane 
a (From 17th February, 1917, to 8th January, 1918.) % fi 


anf Prime al, ‘and _ Attorney- General e. The Right Roncre bia William Morris Hugh 
Minister for the Nav ee den oe The Right Honorable Joseph Cook, PO, | 
Treasurer wate Bee e. The Right Honorable Sir John Forrest, P.C. 
Minister for Defence ass ees \The ‘Honorable George Foster Pearce. ; 
Vice-President of the Executive Council ... The Honorable Edward Davis Millen. 
t Succeeded by 
“ The Honorable Littleton Hrnest mdse (16th Novembent ) 
Minister for Repatriation we The Honorable Edward Davis Millen (from 28th Bees 
_ Minister for Works and Railways. «. The Honorable William Alexander Watt. 
- Minister for Home and Territories — e. The Honorable Patrick McMahon Glynn, mehe 2 
“Minister for Trade and Customs ... e. The Honorable Jens August Jensen. 
Postmaster-General ea set ee The Honorable William Webster. ’ , 
- Honorary Minister aes eee «- The Honorable Littleton Ernest Groom. 


'. Honorary Minister , 


-The Honorable 


Edward John Russell. 


: Australian Wationar War Government. 
_ (From 10th January, 1918.) 


Chairman of Committees—Senator John Wallace Shannon. 
‘Bakhap, Thomas Jerome Kingston (T.) 


Barker, Stephen (V.) 
Barnes, John (V. 


Bolton, Lieut.-Col. William Kinsey (Y.) 


Buzacott, Richard (W.A.) 
Crawford, Thomas William (Q.) 
De Largie, Hon. Hugh (W.A.) 

_ Karle, Hon. John (T.) 

' Fairbairn, George (V.) 
Ferricks, Myles Aloysius (Q.) 
Foll, Hattil Spencer (Q.) 
Gardiner, Hon. Albert (N.S.W.) 
Givens, Hon. Thomas ig ) 
Grant. John (N.S.W.) 

Guthrie, Robert. Storrie (S.A.) 
Guy, James (T.) 

Henderson, George (W.A.) 
Keating. Hon. John Henry (T.) 
“*Long, Hon. James Joseph (T.) 


1 Appointed igen Chairman of Haber thd 12th July, 1917. 


1McDougall, Allan (N.S.W.) 


Newland, John (8.A.) 


Prime Minister and Attorney Genbral’ ope duke: Right Honorable William Morris Hughes, P.O. 
Minister for the Navy ... ve eee The Right Honorable Sir Joseph Cook, gure G.C M.G. 
Treasurer. fou Lge an eee The Right Honorable. Lord Forrest, P.C., G.C.M.G. 
Resins _ Succeeded by 
The Honorable William Alexander Watt (27th March, ahi 
Minister for Defence Be Bees ee The Honorable George Foster Pearce. 
Minister for Repatriation ee eee The Honorable Edward Davis Millen. 
- Minister for Werke and Railways ee The Honorable William Alexander Watt. ; 
as Succeeded by . <a 
sea The Honorable Littleton Ernest Ad (27th March, 1918), ver 
Minister for Home and Wareitories e. The Honorable Patrick McMahon Glynn, K.O. aaa 
Minister for Trade and Customs ... ee The Honorable Jens August Jensen.+ iM yt 
: Succeeaed by ! 
The Honorable William Alexander Watt (13th December, Wtsh, 
Pa ttenster- tieneral ee The Honorable William Webster. 
Vice-President ‘of the Executive Council .... The Honorable Littleton Ernest Groom. \ 
> j ‘Succeeded by 
The Honorable Edward John Russell (arth March, ants 
Honorary Minister ove coe ee The Honorable: Edward John Russell. 
foc ot tei Vice-President of the Executive Council, 27th ‘March, 
_ Honorary Minteter se Fag eo The Honorable Alexander Poynton.* ¥ pea 
Honorary Minister ves swe eee The Honorable George Henry Wise.* y Death ce 
- Honorary Minister ous ose ee The Honorable Walter Massy Greene.* ; ee Rr 
Honorary Minister ee eos ee Lhe Honorable Richard Beaumont Orchard.* Oe o- 
* Appointed 26th March, 1918.——+ Removed from office, 13th December, 1918. : aN 
Senators. ra ee ek if 
President—Senator the Honorable Thomas Givens. | A 7) ae 


Lynch, Hon. Patrick Joseph (W.A 
Manghan, William John Ryott (¢ 


Millen, Hon. Edward Davis (1 
Needham, Edward (W. A. 5% 


O’ Keefe, Hon. David Jou Ci 
O’Loghlin, Lieut. Cole Hon. 
V.D. (S.A.) ty 
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Plain, William (V.) 
Pratten, Herbert Rdward AN 
Reid, Matthew (Q.) 
Rowell, Col. James, C.B. (1 
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Ch Jt ustice He 


ore) Dealings ‘If the Chief J ustice: of the 
| pe emonwealtt wants an old- -age pension, 
-& him apply for the 12s. 6d. per week 
in which we are asking old men and 
_- women to exist to-day. If we are to ac- 
cept the statement made by the honorable 

ember for Brisbane (Mr. Finlayson), it 
Vir almost a semi-bribe that he took 
~ when he went on the Queensland Supreme 


— Court Bench. 
’ Mr. Groom. Eps not : say that. 


ip r. . FInuayson. —That was the state- 
ten ent made at the time. 


= Mr. Groom. —Yes, but it was grossly 
‘s unfair. 


- Dr. MALONEY.—It was a cadging 
proposal! that he made. He said, ‘‘I will 
not accept the appointment for £2,500 
per annum’’; but~he was prepared to 
accept the higher salary—and that was 
nothing more than a bribe. If the people 
were appealed to, they would vote against 
a proposal of this kind, but they would 
vote to increase the old-age pensions. 


. The late Dr. Carty Sahnon, when deal- 
ing with this question in this House in 
June, 7903, Said—- 


I am rather astonished to find that there 
is any apologist for the perpetuation of a sys- 
tem which in the past has been condemned 
_ throughout the length and breadth - Aus- 
orale. 5 


Sir: Langdon Bonython, who then repre- 
sented a South Australian constituency, 
said— Z 


Po The Attorney-General iavedily audited me 
of ieee that the pensions of the puisne 
in- South pata had been fixed at 


co has £1, 500 per annum. 
oS that I believe an Act was passed about 


Bcotite ce pensions to ke s High 
Judges, there remain in the House 
only the honorable member for 
Monaro (Mr. Austin Pogcaeere 


arkes (Mr. Bruce Smith), and the Min- 
ter in charge of this Bill (Mr. Groom). 
tose who paired in favour of it were the 
; resent Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) 
nd the honorable member for Darwin 


[16 Decmtoun, 1918.] 


I should like © 


_ Glynn), the piaieranid member for 


a 
beeen 


Pension Bill. 


(Mr. Spence). Of those who oe oe saat ae 


it only nine are in this Parliament to- 
day, namely, the Minister for the Navy 
(Sir Joseph Cook), the honorable member 
for Perth (Mr. Fowler), the honorable 
member for Kennedy (Mr. McDonald), 


the honorable member for Maranoa (Mr. 


Page), the honorable. member for Grey oe 


(Mr. Poynton), Senator Thomas (who was 


then the representative of the Barrier in 


this House), the honorable member for 


Yarra (Mr. Tudor), the honorable mem- 
ber for Newcastle (Mr. Watkins), and 
the honorable member for Herbert (Mr. 
Bamford). Are those who voted against 


the proposal in 1903, and who are now 


members of the Ministry, going to vote — 


for it on this occasion? I hope they will 


not do so, although we know that some- 


times, for the sake of Cabinet solidarity, 


Ministers have to vote against their con-— 


sciences. I have endeavoured in vain be- 
fore now to secure a destitute allowance 
for any man or woman who is in need, 
and who swears before a magistrate, a 
clergyman, or a medical practitioner, that 
he or she is absolutely destitute. Such 


people should have at least 10s. per week. 
in a speech pregnant — 


Senator Millen, 
with many good ‘and great facts, stated 
recently in another place that a subsist- 


‘ence allowance was granted in respect of 
only four of the children of a man who 


had been killed at the Front. When he 
was asked what was to be done where 


there were more than-four children in a 


family, he replied that that was a matter 
for the persons concerned to consider. 


I do not think Sir Samuel Griffith has. 


kcal any friend to plead for this pen- 
sion for him, but I certainly object to 
any one “ holding out the hat’’ on his 
behalf. If he is reduced to penury 
—if, as the result of speculation, 
he has been ruined—then I am 
willing to give a month’s 
assist him. He has written his name 
wide in the annals of literature by 
his translation of Dante’s Jnferno. If Sir 
Samuel Griffith has not been instru- 
mental in having this proposal put. for- 
ward, then the Government, who call 
themselves his friends, are besmirching 
his escutcheon; and that I should resent. 
I shall vote against the proposal, which, 


if carried, I warn honorable members, 


salary to — 


9864. Adjournment. —_ —- 


— will be Stents remembered cebahe 
these times, when girls, with a few shil- 
lings per week, have to pay so much more 
for their. clothing, and the price of wool 

_is higher than that of completed stockings 
before the war, a proposal of this kind 
ought not to be put forward. If the 
proposal were to make the old-age pen- 
sions £4 4s. a week—the daily expenses 
allowance to Sir Samuel Griffith—I should 
welcome it. Unless the Chief Justice has 
been impoverished by misfortune, this pro- 
posal is an infamy and a scandal. 

_ Progress reported. 


CONCILIATION AND 
ARBITRATION BILL (No. 2). 
- Motion (by Mr. Groom) agreed to— 


That leave be given to bring in a Bill for an 
Act to amend the Commonwealth Conciliation 
and Arbitration Act. 


~ Bill presented, and read a first time. 


ey) SHIPBUILDING BILL. 
Motion (by Mr. Groom, for Mr. Poyn- 
Tow) agreed to— 


That leave be given to bring in a Bill fon an 
Act relating to shipbuilding, 


ASSENT TO BILLS. 


Assent to following Bills reported : — 


-‘Eoan Bill’ (No. 2). 
Distillation Bill. 


~ 


ADS OURNMENT. 
Motion (by Mr. GRooM) proposed— 
‘That the House do row adjourn. 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) 
- should like to know what the first busi- 
ness is to-morrow, and what will follow ? 


Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs—Acting 


Bh rucy Coenceal) [11.15].— The first 
business to-morrow will be the Concilia- 
tion and Arbitration Bill, to be followed 


by Supply, the-Chief Justice’s Pension — 


Bill, and the War-time Profits Tax As- 
sessment Bill. Bi 


Mr. Tuvor —Does “ Supply ” mean the - 


Regnintest 

- Mr. GROOM.—I think, the Ratsuiates: 

- Question resolved in the affirmative. 
House adjourned at 11.16 p.m. 


In 


Paige ot. = 
os - PAPERS. 


Bircicis — the chair at 3 = 
prayers. - 
PETITION. 


Sctenta! -BAKHAP presented a 
tion signed by 103 persons, prayin 
natives of British India resident 1 
~tralia may be included amonge bi 


Invalid Pensions Act apply. 
Petition received and read. 
Later: — 
a he BAKHAP.—Is it ee 

for me to move, at this stage, a motion, __ 

without notice, ‘with regard to Be a a 4 

tion I mentioned ‘earlier > = Sen) oe 

Si 


Givens) —The | Arongeabiee 


- should have taken action at the SS om ei 


tame. The honorable senator, Hoes 
may proceed now, by leave. — = | 


Senator BAKHAP.—Then, if ther we 
no objection, I move— 4 
That the petition be printed. By 2 


The PRESIDENT. ee 
‘order provides that such a motion ¢. 
moved only if the mover proposes — to 
some action on the petition. # 

Senator BAKHAP. ae te ‘pl 
take some a 


The following © papers — wer 


sented - ie 
Defence ‘Act. 1903-1918. — " 
amended—Statutory Rules 1918, NW 
324, eae 


Income Tax.—Statement showin 
State and Commonwealth Incom 
and over from personal exertion Q 
1915, to 30th June, 1916). 
Norfolk Island. —Report of the Admin 
for the year ended 30th June, 19 
Post and Telegraph Act 1901-191 
tions ane oe 


- to answer if question cing I 
1 respect to the ballasting of the 
orlie to Port Augusta railway? 

7 RUSSELL. —The following 
it ‘honorable senator’s = 


. ins’ ae Pertain: sonatonetion oe how- 
will be continued on the resumption of 


ae 


Cost OF RecruitiInc— Visit oF EGYPTIAN 
anp PatestinE Forces To — 
Brirarn AND FRANCE. : 


- Senator EARLE.—Some days ago I 
asked whether the Minister for Defence 
would Iay on the table a return showing 
the cost of- recruiting. Is the honorable 
_ senator in a position to give the Senate 


any information on the subject? 
ao PEARCE. ain ee Sep- 


‘al Gwiaiatea tion 
“Nae District 


£3,014 

47,310 

112,069 
81,904 
36,571 
22.233 
13,207 — 


as . £316,308 
ie records, of recruiting expenditure 
;.kept prior to Ist January, 1917; I 
efore unable to furnish you with the 
ure for November and December, 1916, 
i absolutely necessary that it should 
ed, an approximate figure can be 


NEWLAND.—In view of the 
uous conditions of life, the strenuous 
fighting, and many hardships en- 
by the Peiralen troops in oo 


PAPER, 1918. 7 


-IRON AND 


sentatives with a message intimating that 


Assent to Bills. ace 


A ee 
Mote ¥ 


and Palactine since the eet s " of 


the war, and the fact that for nearly 
four years they have been practically de- 
barred from the privileges of civilization, — 
will the Government consider the eee 
bility of affording as many of the men 
of these forces as may desire to do so an é 
opportunity to visit England and France — 
prior to their return to Australia? = 
Senator PEARCE.—The matter re- 
ferred to by the honorable senator has : 


oe 


already been the subject of communica- — 
tions with the Prime Minister ies 
Hughes) in England. ES 


ASSENT TO BILLS. 


Assent to the SOW ites Bills re 
ported: —_ ee 
Loan Bill. 
Distillation Bill, eee 
Spirits. Bill. 


STEEL BOUNTY ‘BILL. 
Bill returned from the House of Repre- 


it had agreed to the Senate’s _amend- 
ment. EOD alee 
MEDALS FOR FEMALE _ oe 
RELATIVES OF SOLDIERS. 
Senator KEATING. os ask the ee es 
ister for Defence when the mothers or a 
nearest female relatives of fallen soldiers _ 
may expect the promised distribution of a 

medals or badges which was announced. - 
some tame ago. Is the honorable sena- 


tor in a position to tell the Senate cape 


the matter stands at present ? es 
Senator PEARCE.—Under the eee 
contract entered into for the supply of : 
these badges there was considerable de- — 
lay in securing the necessary enamel... 
Eventually we had to cancel that con- 
tract. The Business Board took the 
matter up again under another contract. 
I am inquiring to-day what progress has 
been made under the second contract. 


PNEUMONIC INFLUENZA. 
QUARANTINE: Western AUSTRALIAN—4 


Poricy OF New ZEALAND Co 
MENT. ; 
Senator NEEDHAM. = ask the ve 


ister representing the Minister for Trade 
and Customs whether the Government. | 
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_ Albany, 


Pneumonic Influenza. 


propose to accept the suggestion of the 
Western Australian Government to use 
Rottnest Island, or Garden 
Island as a Quarantine Station for 
troops at present retained on troopships 
outside Fremantle in connexion with the 


pneumonic influenza epidemic. 


which my 
Senate on this subject ceased. If, as I 
gather from Senator Gardiner’s inquiry, 


Senator RUSSELL.—I hope to be 


able to give the honorable. senator a 
reply later on. 


Senator BAKHAP.—I ask the Leader 

of the Senate whether he has noticed in 
this morning’s metropolitan press a 
statement to the effect that the Govern- 
ment of the Dominion of New Zealand 
has decided to pay all nursing, medical, 
hospital; and other expenses arising out 
of the recent epidemic of Spanish influ- 
enza in that country? In the event of 
the epidemic unfortunately extending to 
Australia, will the Government take into 
consideration the adoption of a similar 
policy ? 
_ Senator MILLEN.—It is a good thing, 
as suggested by an honorable senator on 
my right, to shake hands with the devil 
when you meet him. That opportune 
time has not arrived, but I shall place the 
suggestion contained in the honorable 
senator’s question before the Acting 
Prime Minister. 


REMOVAL OF MR. JENSEN FROM 
THE MINISTRY. 


Senator GARDINER.—TI ask the 
Leader of the Senate whether he has any 
information to give honorable senators 


regarding something which is said to 


have occurred in the Cabinet with re- 
spect to Mr. Jensen? 


Senator MULLEN.—For the moment 
I plead guilty to forgetting the stage at 
information given to the 


having made one statement here, I did 
not supplement it with a later statement 
concerning the retirement of Mr. Jensen 


_ from the Ministry, I can only express my 
~ regret that I did not on Friday afternoon 


inform the Senate as to what took place 
on that day, which was that, in confor- 


. mity with the announcement previously 


made, the Executive Council took the 


(SENATE) 


necessary action to retire. Mn et enue 7 


from the Ministry, and a notice to that ‘oe 


effect has been gazetted. Mr. Watt has _ 
since been sworn in to assume the port- _ 
folio of Minister for Trade and Customs. ma : 


Senator GARDINER.—I ask the hon- 
orable senator whether the retirement of — 
Mr. Jensen is due to anything else except — 
the information disclosed in the evidence ~ 
and report of the Royal Commission who 


dealt with the purchase of the Shaw Se 
Wireless Works and other matters con he 


os 


nected with Naval administration? | 
Senator Mrrrun.—No. I-hope no sug- 
gestion of that kind has goo pula 


% ma wd 


INTERNEES. a 


‘Senator GARDINER.—Is the Minis- 
ter for Defence in a position to answer 
the question I put to him some time ago 
on the subject of the persons who. ae 
been interned? 


Senator PEARCE.—On the 12th De . 
cember the honorable senator asked the . 
following questions :— | a 


1. How many Australian- born persons have~ 
been interned? ep 

2. How many British-born persons? es 

3. Is it a fact that many of these men were | 
interned for making statements calculated to * Sas 
affect recruiting? we 


4. Is there any reason why they should be 
longer detained at the cost of the taxpayer? © ims 


I am now able to furnish the a 
senator with the following informa- — 
tion :-— ~ aoe 


1, _ Thirty: ei ae 


to in Ne. hs 
3. No. 
4. Yes. 


Senator THOMAS.—I1 = ae Minis. : 
ter representing the Treasurer whether 
he is yet in a position to give me the in 
formation for which I asked three or fou 
weeks ago concerning the Government 
tion over the Blythe River iron dey 

Senator MILLEN.—I hope “ 
the information for the honorable. sena- 
tor-later in the day. 


3 


ei PUBLIC SEVIOR: 
Enemy ALIENS. 


; ae into the question of enemy aliens 
the Public Service is still engaged in 
thi If the Commissioner has 


a ‘sults of his ingectipations, and wil his re- 

port be laid on the table of the Senate? 
Senator — MILLEN.—The report has 

een received. I speak with some reserva- 


aS 


| er has completed his labours. The re- 
» port is under the consideration of she Go- 
F vernment. 


__. ROYAL COMMISSION ON NAVY 
_ AND DEFENCE ADMINISTRATION. 


Ges we 
Senator GARDINER.—Have the mem- 
se bers of the Royal Commission, of which 


Mr. McBeath is chairman, concluded 
_ their labours, or are they conducting in- 
vestigations in other directions? 
cone Senator PEARCE.—The Commission 
ote Ee not yet concluded its labours. 
_ Senator Colonel ROWELL.—I ask 
the Minister for Defence whether it is 
_ the intention of the Government to carry 
- out the recommendation of the Royal 
_ Commission on Navy and Defence ad- 
ministration for the establishment of a 
_ superannuation fund for members of the 
eee Navy and Military staffs? 
_ Senator PEARCE.—The matter is 
Ret finder the consideration of the Govern- 
id tent, but a decision has not yet. been 
: aed at. 


REPATRIATION. 


Nstons To Sorprers’ DepenpANTS— 
ADMINISTRATION OF DEPARTMENT. 


Senator BARNES.—In the event. of a 
dier being killed at the Front, and 
ving a wife and several children in 
stralia, they are entitled to certain 
_pensions—in the case of the children, 
until they reach the age of sixteen years. 
j: ask the Minister for Repatriation whe- 
_ ther, if a child, on reaching the age of 
| ae: sixteen years, is still under medical treat- 
ment, and unable to do anything for her- 
self, the Department makes any provision 
for continuing the eae 
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rhen Ivsay that I think the Commis- - 


9367 


Regulated Imports. 


Senator MILLEN.—It would make no- 
difference in that case if the pension were 
obliterated altogether, because the Re- 
patriation Department undertake to fur- — 
nish that widow and children with an ~ 
income until the children reach the age — 
of eighteen. Apart from that, if the 
child is a genuine invalid and requires a 


pension, the Repatriation Der 
will furnish it. 
Senator O’KEEFE.—Have™ the Go- : 


vernment considered the question of al- — 
tering the administration of the Re- 
patriation Department in the direction 
of having sole control placed in the-hands 
of Commissioners paid a salary commen- 
surate with their work, and entirely re- 
sponsible to Parliament, thus doing away 
with officers who are now acting in an 
honorary capacity ? 

Senator MILLEN.—The question of 
the revision of the machinery of the Re- © 
patriation Department is one of the 
matters which will be considered by the 


Government very early in the recess. 


REGULATED IMPORTS. 


Senator GRANT.—When. may we ex- 
pect the information I moved for on 28th 
November, relative to the regulation of 
the importation of certain goods? 3 

Senator RUSSELL.—I shall try to 
get the information at a later hour. 


PROHIBITION IN AMERICA. 


Senator THOMAS.—Has the Leader 
of the Senate yet received information 
about certain inquiries which I asked 
should be made in America regarding 
prohibition of the manufacture and sale 
of intoxicants ? 

Senator MILLEN. ag cablecram has 
been addressed to the Australian Com- 
missioner in America asking him to fur-- 
nish a full report on the subject. 


AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE. 


BADGES FOR Rucrvirs—DEMOBILIZED - 
Postat OFrricraLs. 


Senator NEWLAND.—Is it the inten- 
tion of the Government to furnish mem- 
bers of the Australian Imperial Force 
who were in camp when the armistice 
was signed, and who have since been de- 
mobilized, with a badge to show that 
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is 


: ae offered ei services oa, thos: coun- 


try? If so, will the Government expe-— 
dite the issue of such badges, as many 
of the men concerned are finding diff- 
culty — in securing employment? ° 
Senator PEARCE. —It is the intention 

of the Government to issue such badges, 
and we are endeavouring to expedite 
‘ their manufacture and distribution. 
Senator THOMAS.—Has the Minister 
: representing the Postmaster-General yet 
received an answer to questions I put 
some time ago regarding postal officials 
: who joined the 

Force and were afterwards demobilized, ! 
_ Senator RUSSELL.—1 shall cause in- 
ia / quiries to be made, 


CLOSE OF SESSION. 


Senator GARDINER.—In view of the 
_ possibility of an early peace, 
intention of the Government to continue 
this session after Christmas, or begin a 
“new session early in the year, to deal 
with legislation to meet-peace conditions 
in Australia. 

Senator MILLEN.—I must ask the 
_ honorable senator for notice. 
__ Senator GARDINER.—Cannot the 
ne ce he make a statement? There is no 
time to give notice now. eet 
Senator MILLEN.—I 
statement before the \ 


oe 


shall prac 2 
week closes. 


ee LN: COMES FROM. PERSONAL 
eae EXERTION, 

Pienstor THOMAS.—Has the Minister 
Oe eeutine the Treasurer obtained the 
information which he promised last week — 
regarding the number of incomes from 
personal exertion of certain. amounts? 


Senator MILLEN.—I propose to lay” 


_ the information supplied in answer to 
the question on the table in the form of 
he PeUarn, 


5 PRICE OF OSMIRIDIUM. 


ae: 
¥ 
2 AN 


Senator EARLE asked the Minister re- 


SEDO ; 


Dicetine the Attorney-General, 
notice— 
Can he inform the Senate whether the sudden 
reduction in the price offered for osmiridium, 
_viz., from £36 10s. to £15 per ounce, is a 
- genuine market quotation; if it is not, will he 
Probate and take steps to protect the inte- 
- rests of the osmiridium miners? If £15 is the 
true value of the metal, can he state the cause 
of ae sudden pe? 


he "ssfeuanid to prevent e: plitaton, 


Australian Imperial — 


is it the © 


fom fo° 2 A, 


metal mane ‘ae to the prospect. is pe 
the price of ‘osmiridium: ES leg to 


eee a 


Upon notice Cea 


1. Was an action taken-by the Maregntas 
Jess Company against the Commonwealth | Soma 
vernment for infringement of patents? z 

2. Was an expert brought from Great Britain 
to report on the Commonwealth Wireless = 


rity of high unding in ‘Great ‘Britain? baste 
4. What did it cost Australia to. Stas th 
expert here? 
5. Was the chief reason for ringing him. 0. 


- Senator -RUSSELL—1 shall try tir ' 
nish the reply later this day. = 


MAJ OR IZ HH. S. OLIFENT : 
Senator NEEDHAM asked the: . 


ter for Defence, wpon notice— 


1. Has Major J. H. S. Olifent, of South 4 
tralia, been appointed to an administrative posi 
tion in one of the late German aslanas . 
Pacific? 2 

2. If so; what is ihe. nature of 
and the salary attached thereto? — 

3. Were there no returned soldiers 
seen service in the firing line = se 
suitable for the Boar ; eas 


laide during the Federal ‘electio 
19177 4 ¥ “E 


‘PEARCE. —T 


Senator 
are -— 


1. Yes; with the rank ee aaa 
a ae Captain Olifent has been appointed | 
trict Officer in the Australian Naval an 
tary Expeditionary. Force, with pay at the 
of Boi 2s. 6d. per day. ge 
.. Yes. Of the ten vacancies for « 
ine Australian Naval and. Milit 
ditionary Force which recently © e3 
were filled by officers: ‘Tetu ed fr ; 
vice abroad. a 


xion with the Henderson Naval Rese Sarg 
es ually to the Bases in the eastern States?” 


= reply :-— 
_ As stated when announcing the aottey af the 
pe ent it is intended to follow the recom- 


_ ders Naval Base be completed, to allow it to be 
oceupied, and that certain work at Sydney be 
proceeded with. It is not intended to do ae 
ork at Port. a ienbens at aio 


; Cousnomnealtt during 3 fiscal, a 
5, 1915-16, AQT6- 17, 1917-187 


: had RUSSELL. eure information 
es pou es Possible; “be obtained and — 


fact- that ‘the Metal Recovery Co. 
hich company Colonel Oldershaw is 
an of» directors, and the De-tinning 
s, Sydney, have refused to buy or receive 
irom any other State excepting Vic- 
New South Wales; and, if so, will 

ry Metallurgical Adviser to the Go- 
' ee ‘Sir John Higgins, allow the tin scrap 
p ducers of Western Australia, South Aus- 


port, so that the whole of this. material in 
ptates std not be wasted? 


peek ee E 


ter for Defence, upon notice— 


welcome. 


other States. 


. Queensland, and Tasmania permission ter for Defence, sad gd notice— 


the aa loy ent of gaa munition WOEkrs, 


quiries made of th companies fy orned. 
. might point out, however, that no ay 


ge oe have been received, an 
such application is received, it will bee du 
considered by the Government, 
Higgins, as Honorary Metallurgical 
viser, does not grant permits. When ec 
sulted, he advises the Government. 


DEMOBILIZATION. 


Wetcome To: Retrurnep N URSE 
SENIORITY— PROVISION’ FOR THE Em 
PLOYMENT oF MECHANICS. : 


Senator PRATTEN asked the Mini 


Will the Government give consideration to the | 
question of according an appropriate public i: 
welcome’ on: their return to Australia to— nUTEeS : 


“who have served at the Front? 


Senator PEARCE.—Nurses are “con 
veyed through the streets in motor cars in’ 
the same manner as the other personnel — 
returning. They thus share in the public | : 
After the car procession in Mel- — 
bourne, they are conveyed to the Grand — 
Hotel, ‘where their relatives await them, 
and they are entertained. by the Nurses 
Club. Similar procedure 1s followed in | 
They are thus treated by 
the Department in the same manner as 
other Australian Imperial Force per- 
sonnel. The matter of further welcomes _ 


‘is one for the public. ue 


Senator NEWLAND asked the Minis 
ter for Defence, upon notice— 


Will the rule of seniority which applies to 
officers of the Australian Imperial Force who 
may. take up duty in Australia on their return 
also apply to nursing sisters who have been on 


‘active service and who may rae up duty in 


military hospitals? 


Senator PEARCE.—The same prin- 
_ ciples as regards seniority and employment 
~ have been adopted for returned members 
of the nursing services as for returned 
officers of the “Australian Army Medical 
Corps, Australian Imperial Force. 

. Senator NEEDHAM asked the Minis- 


1. What steps are being taken to. provide for | 


es 
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and returned soldiers who have iiehebiaal 
training? 


22; Is the Minister aware whether the State 


Railways Department of Western Australia 


could absorb some of these men if necessary 


material can be procured from abroad? 


3. Is he aware whether orders have been 
placed in Great Britain for this material for 
over two years? 

4. Can arrangements now be made to have 
this material shipped to Australia so that these 
returning men can be employed on arrival 
here? 


Senator 
are :— 


answers 


PEARCE. — The- 


1. Munition workers proceeded to Great Bri- 
tain under agreement with the Commonwealth 
Government to engage in munition work under 
the Ministry of Munitions there. This agree- 
ment terminates upon the return of the men 
to Australia, and the Government does not 
undertake to provide employment for them upon 
their arrival. The munition workers’ agree- 
ment provides, however, that should any vacan- 
cies occur in connexion with the proposed Aus- 
tralian Arsenal, favorable consideration will 
be given to applications from returned muni- 
tion workers for such vacancies. Action is 
also being taken to furnish lists of names, to- 
gether with trades, of returning men to the 
Chambers of Manufactures, Labour Bureaux, 
and similar organizations for the information 


of any persons desiring any particular class of 
~ labour. 


The matter of employment for returned sol- 


 diers is one for ‘the Repatriation Department, 


and I am bringing it under the notice of that 
Department. 


2 and 3. It has been represented to this De- 
partment that the officials of the State Rail- 
ways Department, Western Australia, have 
intimated that they could absorb a number of 
these men if certain material, orders for which 
had been placed in Great Britain over two 
years ago, could be procured from abroad. 

4. Inquiries have already been instituted with 
a view to ascertaining if) any action can be 
taken to expedite delivery of the material re- 
ferred to. 


‘POST AND TELEGRAPH 


DEPARTMENT. 
ALLOWANCE Post-OFFICES: 
Senator Lt.-Colonel O’LOGHLIN 


asked the Minister representing the Post- 


master-General, woon notice— 


1. Is it a fact that non-official postmasters 
in some country towns in South Australia have 
to carry out their postal business and provide 
office een odation on an allowance of £2 5s. 
per week. 

2 Has the allowaies been recently reduced 
to this amount? If so, why? 


which it. deserves. 


~ War Precautions Bill. 
Wao ee ys wits 
Senator RUSSELL.—The’ ss ba Se 
are -— be 


x 


1. Allowances to non-official postriiastenes are 
paid according to a scale based on the amount x 
of work performed and the necessity or other- 
wise of providing office accommodation—£12 per 
annum is the minimum. ia 

Where the allowance is less than £110 per “ee 
annum, the rule is not to-place the office in 
charge of any one who has not a business to 
look after which will necessitate attendance _ 
during the hours the post-office 1s open. | The — . 
same arrangement applies in South Australia as mee 
elsewhere in the Commonwealth. "Ae or: 

2. Allowances are revised annually, and are ae 
increased or reduced according as the business 
fluctuates. 


‘2 . 


WAR PRECAUTIONS BILL. 


Debate resumed from 13th December 
(vide page 9255), on motion by Senator 
PEARCE—  - 


wen et 
mag 7 


That this Bill be now oa a second time. | 


Senator GARDINER (New South 
Wales) [3.30].—I approach the discussion - 
of this important matter with a feeling 
that, perhaps in the hurry of the last week — 
or two, an important measure of . this | 
phavatier cannot receive that attention 
During the last ten 
or fifteen years there has grown up im 
Parliament a procedure which, in my 
opinion—I do not wish to say anything | os 
derogatory to this Parliament—has had 
the effect of turning Parliament into me 
an institution merely for the passing of a 
legislation rather than for deliberation — 


and discussion. After our experience — 
of the War 


ie. 
soe 
4 


Precautions Act durir 5 
the last four years,- I think 1b 
might fairly be -claimed that this 6 


Bill should ‘be discussed at some other — = 
time than in the concluding days of a ai 
session; and if I, on the second reading 
and in Committee, took the time which 
I believe I should occupy in endeayouri ring | 
to point out the dangers of the measure, sak 
honorable senators anxious to get to their 
homes before Christmas would, no doubt,. 
be inclined to assume that I was “‘ stone- 
walling,’’ and any record of that charac-_ 
ter, as far as ordinary legislation is c 
cerned, would not be justified. 
Senator pz Larere.—Hear, hear! 
Senator GARDINER.—I am aware that oe 
honorable senators opposite are inclined to 
laugh or smile at this statement, for the 


War Precautions 
ple reason that there is on record a 
ther lengthy speech from me, made in 
an endeavour to prevent the suspension 

pclae Standing Orders to pass a Bill of 
 oyer 200 clauses without delay. In view 

‘the fact that the motion for the sus- 
‘pension of the Standing Orders was 
moved at 10 o’clock at night, I used all 
“my physical powers to prevent the purpose 
of the Government being achieved, and 
I think I succeeded, for the measure was 
d till the next day. But in con- 
ith this. Bill, I shall set the 


of honorable senators at rest. 


, I shall not prevent other honorable 
mators from having an opportunity of 
_ speaking upon it. Therefore, I shall not 
speak at undue length, and certainly not 
at greater length than upon the motion 
to which I have already referred. 
| Now, let us have a look at the Bill. It 
is a measure to extend the provisions of 
the War Precautions Act for three months 
after war ceases. Senator Pearce, when in- 

_ troducing the first War Precautions Bill, 
emphatically declared that the powers 
then asked for would end with the signing 
of peace. He was most definite in his 
assurance, and pointed out, as Ministers 
often do, in a most legitimate way, that 
_ extraordinary powers were being sought, 
7 put only for the purpose of dealing with 
the enemies within the Commonwealth, 
during the period of the war. When the 
first amending measure was being dis- 
cussed in another place, the Minister in 
charge, speaking on the 28th April, 1915, 


dt 


Bill will operate only so long as the 
lasts. 

Hughes, in introducing the first 
Precautions Bill in 1914, said— 

e Bill confers upon the Government power 
ake orders and regulations of a far-reach- 
haracter, and, as honorable members may 
clauses 4 and 5, is mainly directed to 
ing the leakage of important secrets, 
9 secure the safety of means of communica- 
tion, railways, docks, harbors, or public works, 


sons. Its aim is to prevent the disclosure of 
--. important information, to give power to de- 
port and otherwise deal with aliens, to in- 
PSs - terrogate and obtain information in various 
ways, and to appoint officers to carry into 
effect: any orders or regulations which may be 
made under the Bill. va: 


ak 
Se) at 
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as I oppose it, and much as I fear - 


_ for the suspension of the Standing Orders — 


ae ae 
Se Sa a a iB e 
IA La 
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tes Py ey" 
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The Minister in charge of this Bill “in 


4 


. 


Py 
are 


=e 


another place, when introducing it, de- 


clared— 
The Government 


does not desire to extend 


its provisions in order to initiate new matters 


of policy, and the power to make new regula-- 


tions will be exercised only in case of national _ 


‘necessity. Though the operation of the Act a 4 


be extended, it is the intention of the Govern- 
ment that immediate action shall be taken to — 
consider and repeal regulations or orders no ~ 

longer necessary, and to remove governmental — 
control as soon as possible in all cases where 


it is practicable or advisable to do so. 


Senator Pearce, in his second-reading — 


speech on this measure, stated— 3 


The greater part of the reculations. under — 
the War Precautions Act dealing with the de- 


fence power will be repealed at the earliest 


possible moment. Naturally, they may be 
allowed to expire immediately there is some 
certainty of peace, and a return to normal 
conditions. 


Senator Pratren.—They will all be repealed. 


Senator PEARCE.—As soon as we can say 
definitely that peace has arrived, all these de- 


fence regulations under the Act will be re-. 


pealed. 
Senator Pratren.—That is definite. 


Senator PEARCE.—This, of course, will not 


cover regulations affecting internment. I have 


already pointed out that if repatriation of — 
aliens is decided upon, the powers of the War 


Precautions Act will be necessary to carry out 
such a decision, and the regulations in that 


regard must be extended until such time as the 


repatriation of aliens, if adopted, can be com- 
pleted. We are not in a position to say now 


what policy in that regard will be adopted 
until we know something of the decisions of 


the. Peace Conference, and have further infor- 
mation as to the course of action to be fol- 
lowed in other parts of the Empire. 


In the second part of this statement 
Senator Pearce was referring to aliens; 
but is there one honorable senator who 
believes that, altheugh this was really 
given by the Minister as one of the 
reasons why we should extend these 
powers, the deportation of aliens 
should be carried out under the War 
Precautions Act? I venture to say that 
when Senator Pearce reconsiders the posi- 
tion, and*realizes how serious will be a 
proposal for the deportation of aliens 
from this country when the war has ended, 
he will be inclined to think it unwise to 
give effect to this policy under the War 
Precautions Act. I call attention to this 
because, in view of the Minister’s second- 


reading speech, we are asked to grant this 


extension of powers with our eyes open, 


‘War Precautions _ a ge 


ha: a the kmowledge ‘that he Seer 
definitely that the Government wit 
these powers retained for a period after 
the war. I suppose that technically the 
- war is still in progress, but I maintain 
Bak ‘men interned under the War Pre- 
eautions Act must be dealt with on the 
merits of each individual case, and not 
under this measure, merely because of . 
their birth or association with the coun- 
try with which we are at war. If it came 
to a question of deporting aliens—people — 
_ who before the war were welcomed and, 
| in the case of some of the States, assisted, 
to come to this country—I do not believe 
that even Senator Pearce himself would 
be disposed to use these powers in that 
E _way. 
io. am DOW going to refer to another 
proposition put forward by the Govern- 
¥ _ ment. The Minister, as one reason for 
an extension of these powers, made refer- 
ence to the difficulty that would arise if 
- the moratorium came suddenly to an end. 
- But I do not think that the moratorium 
a itself is legitimately a question for War 
ie - Precautions regulations. 
- I have taken some trouble to endeavour 
to get back to first principles, and I find 
that powers were vested in the Govern- 
‘ment i in the early stage of the war which 


were in the nature of what might be — 
termed martial law. Later there came 


: into existence what has been known as 
military law, and I venture to say that, 
by virtue of the War Precautions Act, 
- the Government have been exercising their 
particular powers. In Great Britain the 

: Parliament is in the happy position, 

under the Constitution, of being supreme. 

Tt has authority to legislate as it thinks 

fit. There is no need there to adopt ex- 

: pedients to overcome difficulties. 

~ Senator Prarce—aIn Great Britain 


- Parliament has no constitutional limita- 


tions. 
Senator GARDINER.—That is so, but 
in the Commonwealth, unfortunately, 
these extended powers are not enjoyed, 
and therefore in time of war expedients 
had to be resorted to. 
Senator Baxuar.—Those powers came 
into existence ‘as soon as war was, pre: 
e% claimed. 


‘direction it wished. 


‘my argument. When war was p: 


Court. 


7 ar Wwe 
Britain had a Parliam nt 
its Constitution, could legislate 
- Senator — Baxnar, _ This oe 
had practically the same auth 
the war powers of the War Pres ut 
Act. s 7d i. ri 

Senator GARDIN ER A must ade 
honorable senator to allow me to 


this Parliament was” wiihODE: u 


bone Aas was aes. into exiwracee 
Wish to make a comparison between 
constitutional position in Australia ant 
that in Great Britain, sand unless I «¢ 
get honorable senators in agreement u 

this aspect of the question, I shall 1 
be able to develop my argument. — 
said that when war broke out the 
liament of the Mother Country had 
- stitutional authority to legislate in an; 
direction it wished, but in Australia | we 
were limited by provisions in our Co: 
tution, and therefore we had to re 
an expediont which is called th 
Precautions Act, under which — 
the necessary power for the Exec 
to conduct the war. Senator Pearce 
I think, agree that this is a reas 
view of. the situation ‘at ne “ 


Roneier PEARCE, —That 3 18 1 
oe an bee | Sa 


sititonal papas Sits tha’ . 
proper way. If honorable 
turn up the records of Han 
will, if think, fad that there, 


Senator fer ee do. ou 
is a matter to | be ashamed of 


ae Peaal be used iby: el 
of Sag I also was a member, in 


reason 5 feck gahamed for se whole 
‘my life. I have shown the difference 
hich existed betwen our constitutional 
: hose of Great Britain when 
ed. We were then dependent, 
Executive authority. In time 
= Britain could claim Executive 
01 - It could eall into existence 
t, in tie early stages of the war, was 
own as martial law, what was” after- 


fi: were given effect to ‘as War Bea: 
tions regulations. I propose to quote the 
opinion of a very distinguished Judge as. 


herself in respect of military law and re- 
_ gulations. Discussing the question of their 
egality, J udge Blackburn said— 
- Although the Bill of Rights does not con- 
lemn military law, it is quite certain that it - 
es not sanction ite <= 

will be seen, therefore, that hp expressed 
sf oubt as to the power of Britain, even 
1 at. war, to use her war powers in cer- 
ain directions. We have reached that 
Bs tage in connexion with the measure the 
yperation of which we are DOW asked. to 


inent judicial authority, with a view to 
g. that it is very ee whe- 


1 “all our “ihe and. Etecxties flow. 
ome now to the War Precautions re- 
=, They. were i for the pur- 


a for a hundred purposes ab- 
different fyomi those for which 


2aW War “Predatitiotis tckdoae: If I 
I could trace these- regulations 
many. of their Tarmifeations: oT 
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could show what has been accompli ished — 
under them. I could illustrate the ridi- : 
culous manner in which they have been 
used. I might, for example, cite an in- 
‘stance in which a number of girls with — 
cameras endeavoured to obtain some — 
photographs of our returning <Anzaes. — 
Under these regulations, their camer. 
were taken from them by the police, id 
the girls were informed that they coul 
not recover their possession until hey 
had retired 1,000 yards from the ‘scene. 
I mention this case as one which ‘illus- 
trates the ridiculous way in which the 
civil power dealt with things with which 
it was not accustomed to deal. Since I 
left the former Hughes Government, A! 
think I have kept the Senate pretty well 
informed of the way in which the War 
Precautions Act has been used, because I 


to the powers possessed. by Great Britain’ have usually called attention, under cover 


of our Standing Orders, to any regulation — 
which the Government ‘sought to use In a 
way different from that which was origin- 
ally intended. There-is no need, there- : 
fore, for me to deal with these regulations 
in detail. At the same time, I may be par- 
doned for devoting a little time to one or | 
two of them. One of these regulations — 
was passed for ie purpose of dealing with © 
shearers and the handling of wool. It 
cancelled agreements which had previously — 
been made, and abolished preference in he 
matter of ‘employment, It actually ecan-— 
celled agreements which. had been obtained’ 
under an award of the Arbitration Court. 
Tt may be said that, in time of war, it Is 
necessary for the Government to possess | 
power to prevent people doing eertain 
things. But when that power is used to 
- deprive the workers of something which | 
has already been conferred upon them by 
law, it will be recognised that the Govern- 
ment: is attempting to go too far. 


The possession of prohibited publica- 
tions was made an offence under another 
regulation. I am not going to blame the 
Minister for the way in which he used 
that power. I gave an illustration of the 
‘class of publication which the Minister 


for “Defence (Senator Pearce) had 
censored when I dealt ' with — ‘the 
temperance - pamphlet, “Defeat. As a 


matter of fact, — cg number of 
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publications which were allowed to circu- 
late freely in Great Britain were pre- 
vented, under this regulation, from being 
circulated in Australia. The temperance 


_ people desired to use the war period for 


the purpose of pointing to some shocking 
examples of the waste that is occasioned by 
drink. I venture to say that there is not 
a Government in Australia with a follow- 


-ing sufficiently strong to carry through 


this particular regulation. 
_the public from getting the view of the 
_ temperance people of the effects of the use 
of liquor during war. 
‘it was not an extreme view. 


an insult to our soldiers. 


our 


J 


. Parliament a measure to accomplish that_ 


which Senator Pearce accomplished under 
He prevented 


I do not say that 
That is a 
matter of opinion. But it is the right of a 


free people, even if they hold extreme 


views, to express those views, provided 


that they do so within the limits imposed 


by the law. 

Senator Earte—That publication was 
It was to pro- 
tect our soldiers that it was suppressed. 

Senator GARDINER.—The honorable 
senator has said that it was an insult to 
_ soldiers. But the Temperance 
organizations were quite prepared to ex- 


cise that portion of the pamphlet which 
referred to our soldiers, and to issue the 


publication without it. 
Senator Eariz.—If that had been 


done, I do not suppose that the Minister 


would have suppressed it. 

Senator GARDINER.—I do not wish 
to pose as the defender. of the Temper- 
ance people, but in time of war the ad- 
vocatey of temperance have just as much 
right to express their views as they have 
in time of peace. 

Senator Colonel RowEtu.—They made 
statements about the soldiers’ wives 
which were detrimental to recruiting? 

Senator Guy.—Were the statements 


true? 


the judges of good taste? 


issuing them. 


Senator GARDINER.—I do not de-— 
sire to question the truth of the state- 
ments, or the taste that was exhibited in 
My point is, because a 
war is in progress, are we entitled to say 
that we will establish in Australia a 
new law, under which we shall become 
not, only | the judges of morals, but also 
When the 


-” 


i 


Government dante to themselves Oise 
powers, they did so. with a very definite — 
purpose. There were cases in which we 
feared that ,men were betraying their 
comrades, and others in which indivi-— 
duals were procuring information and 
doing things in respect of which the 
existing law did not’ permit us to say, 
“These things must cease.’” 
quently, the Ministry took to themselves — 
these powers. The Government claime a 
that they were entitled to- possess them ee 
as an Executive conducting a war. 
One of the first of these powers, which 
seriously interfered with the trade of this 
country, and which, I think, could not 7 
be defended at all, had reference to the 
regulation of the price of bread. The 
validity of our action was tested in the di 
Courts of the Commonwealth. I think 
we had to wait until the 13th May, 1916, 
before we obtained that decision. We : 
fixed the price of bread, and a represen- 
tative of the master bakers challenged 
the validity of our action. In the de~ 
cision which they gave upon this ques- 
tion, the Justices of the High Court were 
markedly careful. They based their de- 
cison, not upon whether we  constitu- 
tionally possessed the power to do what 


a | 
« oR 


we had done, but upon the fact that be- 


cause the Government thought it neces gs 
sary to possess these powers in time of 
war, they were justified in taking them. 
That was, roughly, the decision of the — 
High Court. But i?’ we are now to extend’. 
the operation of the Bill for three months _ 
after the termination of the war, I 
claim that it will hold good only un- 
til such time as the first trader chal- os i 
lenges its- validity. The moment that vs. 
challenge is made, the War Precautions ay - 
Act will go by the board. When the war - 
is over, when there has virtually been 
peace for four months and a signed peace — 
for two months, if a case of interfering 
with the commerce of a State comes  — 
before the High Court, is it likely that that 
tribunal will say that the Government — 
are justified in the action which they 
will have taken? Ministers should ser 
ously consider this aspect of the questi 
But our War Precautions regulation oO 
not deal merely with the prices of bread, — 
sugar, and many other commodities. Of 
course, the intention of the Government _ 


: | 1 as to prevent the exploiter from ex- 

ploiting. I do not mind saying that 
even for that purpose I doubted them, 
and I doubt still the wisdom of using 


~ our War Precautions regulations. But 


it has been the outcome of all these 
gulations ? They are interfering at 
present, in a manner once undreamed of, 
_ with trade in every direction. Take 
mining concerns and company forma- 
- tions—these are all suffering. Before 
~ I could float a company, even for the 
most beneficent purpose, I would re- 
quire to secure the permission of 
the Government. All these hindrances 
should cease now that peace has prac- 
tically arrived. But, if peace were 
to be signed in March next, and these 
regulations were to expire in July, it is 
almost certain that Parliament would be 
called upon to further extend the Act: 
and its regulations. The Government, no 

doubt, would advance what they would 


deem good reasons. There are mining . 


concerns in Australia regarding which 
__- mighty interests are at stake. We can- 
__- not walk through the streets to-day with- 
out hearing criticisms and comments which 
~ —to put it mildly—make one = very 
doubtful whether the right thing is being 
done by the Government under these ex- 
__traordinary powers. We must get back 
to normal conditions sooner or later; and, 
__ the sooner the better. Why not at once? 
Why cannot the Minister say that every 
_ regulation which has been issued, and 
which affects the trade of this country, 
_ the formation of companies and the like, 
shall expire at a given date? Why should 
not the Government let that statement go 
out, so that financial concerns might 
now the exact date upon which the 
gulations would cease? I am about to 
it an entirely supposititious case; and I 
all-not impute motives. This is the 
rt of thing we hear upon the streets. A 
mpany promoter approaches a wealthy 
, and says, ‘‘ We could make so much 
n out of wool scrap.’’ I will not refer 
0 tin scrap, since Senator Pratten has the 


monopoly of that. ‘ And ”’ says the pro- 


-. moter, ‘‘T can show you that there is a 
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Senator Kratinc.—That has actually 
happened. Bale 

Senator GARDINER.—I1 am glad to | 
hear that confirmation. But I am still © 
advancing an imaginary case. The pro- 
moter says to the moneyed man, ‘‘ You 
put up your money and I will show you 
a profit of so much.” “Very good,? — 
says the other, “you show me that you 
can get the shipping space for so much, — 
and I will consider your proposition.’”? — 
The promoter ascertains that he can get — 
the necessary space, but that it will cost 
him £2 a ton over and above the shipping 
charges. He returns to the wealthy man . 
and puts the position to him, and he is 
asked, ‘‘ What is that for?’? His reply 
is, ‘“I cannot get the space without an> 
arrangement of that kind. But there will | 
still be a profit of £3 a ton for us.’’ 

Senator PEarce.—What do you mean 
to suggest? That some one has to be 
bought ? ioe 

Senator GARDINER.—I am suggest- 
ing that, moving about the people, I hear 
these things discussed everywhere, and_ 
that the sooner the Government free them- 
selves and their Departments from being 
in a position where, under the powers 
conferred upot them, ‘things can be said 
which ought not.to be said of them, the 
better it will be for everybody. The 
sooner the Government can free their 
administration of any whisper that money 
is being made where it should not be, the 
better it will be. And, to that end, these 
regulations should be cancelled. 

Senator PEARcE.—Do you believe that 
sort of thing to be true? : 

Senator GARDINER.—As I said, I 
have been stating an absolutely imaginary 
case, but oné which is based upon what 
I have heard outside. I have no charges 
to- make against any one. Under the 
War Precautions regulations, which in- 


_terfere with shipping space, I merely ask 


if such a circumstance could come about. 
And, if it could, it is time that we all 
got back quickly to normal conditions. 
I am not a business man; but I claim to 
keep my eyes and ears open to everything © 
that may affect the public interests. ~ 
I have cited an imaginary case, based. 
upon the export of wool scrap. Senator 
Pratten has dealt with tin scrap, and he | 
showed what could happen under the 


9376 


- 7 she id 
War Precautions 


regulations. 
think that such conditions should imme- 
diately end? The Government, with their 
majority, are apparently perfectly satis- 
fied with the outcome of, the tin scrap 
‘business. But a wise Government, while 

they might not agree that Senator Prat- 
- ten’s case was very strong—although I do 
. —would, at any rate, say, “ The sooner we 
— return 40 normal times, the better.” 
far as I am conberned: while individual 
trading is the law of this country, I will 
do all I can to allow it to be as free and 
as untrammelled as the most earnest busi- 
. ness man could wish. 

T ask honorable members to turn: their 
attention now to another question where- 
in the War Precautions regulations inter-. 
-fere. I ask honorable senators, in view 

of the fact that the war is over 

Senator Baxuar.—Not legally over. 
Senator GARDINER.—Even if it were 
raging still, the regulation to which I, 
am: referring should not have been put 
into operation. It-is that which would 

prevent me, as an Australian citizen, from 


“ 


advocating upon the public platform an- 


Australian Republic. It might be an un- 
wise thing for an ‘Australian public man 
to do. His advocacy might put him out 
Cor public life; but there is no reason why 
‘there should be a reeulation to prevent 
him from defending such a system of go- 
-yernment. In New South. Wales, about 
iis years ago, there was the most dis- 
tinguished advocate of an Australian Re- 
public who has yet appeared in Aus- 
‘tralia. I refer to the late John Dunmore 
Tang. He was a fearless and independent 
advocate of .an Australian Democracy. 


He stirred the people to their depths, and — 


the country was all the better for his 
_ advocacy of the principle. — 3 
Senator Baxuap.—The honorable sena- 
Sis admits that to have founded a re- 
public i in those days would have been an 
abnormality. 
Senator GARDINER.—Normal times 
Ghats now followed upon a condition of 


war. Is there any reason why it should be — 


an offence to discuss any condition of go- 
~ yernment in Australia? | 


Senator Lt.-Colonel Keer 


“hon Sir J ree Cook? aire 


“ Do not honorable senators 


So 


his works has convinced me that 


tralian people, 


; 7 does note 


finding myself in the clutches of the | aE 


issued while the Empire was fighti 


colours of the Sinn Fein organizatic 
Australia, we may not wear a ba 
fying 


French Revolution if you a 


of that ae ee ae same 
that I roma, be at a ere 


Labour pie he Tee: was an siiusen of 
that principle. One notable book pro 
duced by the late John Dunmore 

was entitled The Coming Republic. I 
well worth reading to-day. Mys 


great Imperialist. He advocate 

Australia should be governed by the Aus 
free and untrammelle¢ 
from the is ea oe of Great Britain, © . 


I am_not complaining of thal = 
but of the regulation which ‘would pre- 
vent me from discusssing .a question 0: 
that nature without taking the risk ¢ 


Senator Pzarce.—tThe regulation 


ite life 3 

Senator GARDIN ER. oy and -eve 
fen I should not have been prevented, if — 
I had so desired,. from mas |S Aus i 
tralian Republicanism. 


their administration. 
the people of the Mother ‘County 


the the Australians. 
Precautions _ regulation — would 
me from wearing a badge of a 
blend of colours—the green, Ww. 
orange. I understand that those ¢ 


‘ Ourselves alone.” B 
organization have been electe 


perial P arhamgnt 
Senator 


white cockade instead _ of the: tricolour 


uy 
jan 
ac) 
on 
rw) 
B 
Fa 
Re 


( ai the tricolaitr is 
emblem of. Wrance. \ os 
e advocacy of ee 
there is a Republican Party in 


‘con- 


o the oPseuch Revolutions i wish 
at IL ean read of the horrors of 


realizing that. they were necessary to 
vipe out a rotten system of government. 
og not desire to pose as a prophet of 


: a not awaken, and will not cease 
from interfering where they have no 
ght to titerteré: if they will not cease 
rom taking away the liberty of a man 


standing our marvellous prosperity, if all 


mprobable that, few as we are, and free 
we are, there may yet be a revolution 
Seana And, if it does break out, 


he Gieriinont aoHee: 
ae eset are will as do 


ap again. 
188 Darase. And then have an- 


x oe be.. 
exactly like a aaa or a 
torm in the back country. Sena- 
hap has probably as good a know- 
‘Australia as has any other mem- 
the Senate. He will often have 
the back country a black cloud 


he would unharness his team at 
‘and make provision for a dust- 
1. It might take hours to pass, but 
n it did pass the air would be pure, 
and clear, and cold, and the intolerable 
at of the previous: ‘hours would be gone. 
the same way in’ the midst of sultry 
d almost intolerable. conditions a 


ith ee ae which has incurred 


se riod without being horror-stricken 


here, and another there; then, notwith-— 


feguards are broken down, it is not 


_to happen under the arbitrary exercise 


, and if he had wisdom in such 


-I can, however, establish a case satisfac-_ 
iderstorm arises, and after it has 


ene there is again a pure atmo phe 
and everything goes smoothly. A ( 
tion is exactly the same. : 

Senator Crawrorp.—Was it the 
in Russia ? : 


‘Senator GARDINER.—Its effect is ex- 
actly the same. It can only arise from 
the existence of 


intolerable condition: 
and the only way in which to preven | 
it is to prevent the growth of the con- 
ditions which bring it about. I say “that 
Wiar Precautions regulations are amongst 
the things which tend to make an oth - 
wise contended people Be di con-— 
tented. ‘ Ee 

Senator Farrpatrrn.—Do we not have 
elections rather than revolutions: in this: AK 


-eivilized country? 


Senator GARDINER.We do to § some ae 


extent. 


Senator eae — The hones : 
senator is condemning the principles of ae 
Democracy when he talks revolution, > 

Senator GARDINER.—I am not talk- _ 
ing revolution, but I am referring to the 
land of thing ‘which leads to revolution. 

Senator Baxwap. Democracy — must x 
fail before revolution is possible. = == 

Senator GARDINER. — nee : 
and Parliaments are only on their trial. _ 
I am speaking, not of ‘what may happen — 
under Democracy, but of what is likely a 


of power by one man. I am speaking, = 
not with any wish to score a point | as 
Leader of the Opposition, but as a man — 
earnestly desiring, now that the reasons — 


‘for the exercise of this arbitrary power 


no longer exist, that we should get back — 
to normal conditions as soon as possible. - 
We may do so by the removal of griev- 
ances which have arisen under the exer- _ 
cise of this power; and I may say that — 
those grievances have chiefly affected the 
trading community. 

Senator Baxuap.—There are eriev- 
ances, but the honorable senator is using 
a very unsatisfactory argument to estab- 
lish his case. : 

Senator GARDINER.—I am. quite 7 
sure that I shall not establish a case to — 
the satisfaction of the honorable senator, 


tory ‘to myself merely from the Sade 


a 
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| poiree that affect the section of the 
community in which I am chiefly in- 
terested, and which I represent here, and 
that is the Labour section. : 

Let honorable senators imagine for a 
moment a War Precautions regulation 
in time of war preventing the publication 
by a Labour newspaper of the Sermon 
on the Mount. Perhaps Senator Pearce 
would say that the Sermon on the Mount 
ought not to be published in war time. 
He might ask me why it should not be 
censored. 

Senator Prarce.—No; what I would 
ask the honorable senator is, when and 
- where did anybody do that? : 
Senator GARDINER. mee 
last two months. 
Senator Prarcr.—I shall refuse to be- 
- heve it until the honorable senator pro- 
- duces the proof, 

Senator pre Larar.—I]I ae that it 
was a very free translation of the Ser- 

mon on the Mount. 


the 


Senator Bakuap.—It can hardly be 


used to justify a political revolution. 
Senator GARDINER.—I venture to 
say that if the principles of the Sermon 
on the Mount were put into practice it 
‘would amount to a political revolution. 
I am glad to have heard Senators Pearce 
and de Largie question my statement, 
and ask that- proof of it should be 
produced. J suppose that if I produce 
proof they will admit it, and I can pro- 
duce the proof. I will give the Minister 
for Defence particulars of the instance 
when this occurred. Ex-Senator Rae is 
conducting a little Labour newspaper, 
and he was so harassed and annoyed by 
the censor that he deliberately sat down 
and wrote out the Sermon on the Mount, 
and sent it on to the censor, and he ex- 
hibits it in his office to-day with the cen- 
sor’s blue pencil run through it. I 
should not care to continue speaking 
until the proof which I am prepared to 
give is wired for and sent over here, but 
I will undertake to send for it. | 
Senator Prarce.—Hear, hear! I want 
to see it. I can tell the honorable sena- 
tor that the censor who did that would 
not continue twenty-four hours in office. 
I cannot credit that any one would be 
so stupid. 
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‘nor could any one else. 


Deenato GARDINER. ay 3 ‘endea thal! ? Be 
the’ honorable senator cannot bade ibe 
But what Tam 
complaining of is that these things can 
happen, and have happened, under the 
War Precautions regulations. ~» 
Senator pE Larciz.—It may have been 
a travesty on the Sermon on the Mount. 
Senator McDovcatt.—lIt was — 
actual copy of it, word for word. Hx- 
Senator Rae knew that the censor wales a 
not recognise it. 
Senator GARDINER.—I am tempted an 
tc make an extended speech by the di a 
belief of Senators Pearce and de Largie, 
but I shall not do so. I accept the chal- . 
lenge of the Minister for Defence, and — 
later I shall produce absolute proof. of 
the statement I have made. f 
Senator Prarce.—Hear, hear! Befayg * 
we rise at the end of the week. bic pe 
Senator GARDINER.—It may be 
that my wire may be censored, and that, — 
under the War Procautone ae letters ah 
returning the proof may be opened by the oe 
Post and Telegraph Department. Seale 
Senator PEarce.—No, they will not. Bees 
Senator GARDINER. —That nigh 
happen, for it has happened already in 
the case of letters sent to an honorable _ 
member in another place. A number of ae 
his letters were put into one big, plain © 
envelcpe, and sent up to the Common-— 
wealth offices for delivery. When the 
honorable member asked an attendant — ae 
who was responsible for this, the answer 


’ ees, 


_was that he did not know, hub that a boy ee 


had delivered the envelope about 3 — 
o’clock the previous day. The attendan : 
was then asked to initial the envelope as 
the one he received, and he did so. Tha 
happened under the War  Precat 

Act. 3 i 


Senator Prarce.—No. a 

Senator GARDINER.—The matter 
mentioned to me by Mr. Catts, the 
orable member to whom I refer. He 
me the information as to the way in which F 
his letters were interfered with, and he a, 
said that they were sent in a big envelope 
to the Commonwealth offices, and when 
he asked the attendant who did this, and 
why his letters were opened, the answer 
was that they were delivered in the en- 
velope,, and the attendant initialed — : 
as the envelope which was ace to 

im. 
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Senator Pzarce.—That does not prove 
that it was done by the censor. base 
_ Senator Frrricks.—The sending of 
wires on political matters is censored. 
Senator Prarce.—No, not on political 
- matters. _ ie 
Senator GARDINER.—The Minister 
for Defence adopts the attitude that he 
- would not do these things ; but will he be- 
lieve me when I tell him that I sent a 
wire to my wife— 


Russell, Higgs, and Gardiner resigned from 
_ Ministry owing to Hughes issuing regulation 


_ to question voters in polling booths. 

and that that wire was censored after I 

resigned office. 
~ Senator Prarce.—I have 

honorable senator say so. 


heard the 
- Senator GARDINER.—The honorable 
_ senator will not believe it? 
Senator Pearcr.—I do not know whe- 
_ ther it is true or not. I heard the honor- 
able senator say so. I was not here at the 
at tame. . 
Senator GARDINER.—Will the Min- 
ister believe that the censor would censor 
a telegram of that kind? 
Senator Pxarcr.—Only if it had any 
_ bearing on the instructions he had re- 
ceived in regard to the war. 
Senator GARDINER—I am _here 
stating a fact. ‘Speaking from memory of 
an incident that occurred two Years ago, 
I say that the first act I performed after 


to walk down to the telegraph office and 
write out and send the telegram I have 
_ already quoted. I sent that wire to my 
- wife, and it was censored. 


r means that it was delayed. 

Senator GARDINER.—It was delayed 
by the action of the censor. It was inter- 
red with by the telegraph officials, who 
stopped that wire going through. The 


not. I am not accusing the honorable 
or, or any one else in particular, of 
this; but I say that it is an illus- 


doing 


done under the regulations of the War 
Precautions Act, and I, therefore, ask 


ty we should extend the operation of 
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resigning from the Hughes Ministry was | 


Big ee 


that Act when the necessity for it has — 
cone ? | Pee eS 
Senator Prarce.—The censorship of © 
telegrams has gone. 7 eae 
Senator GARDINER.—Hayve the Go- — 
vernment repealed that regulation? Has 
that censorship gone by the repeal of the — 
regulation ? fee 
Senator Prarcr.—By the withdrawal 
of instructions. eS 
Senator GARDINER.—Exactly; and 
if there were exciting times again, the in- 
structions could be re-issued. I am 


not dealing with imaginary cases, but I 


am showing why the opportunity to do 
these things should not be continued. _ 

‘Senator Prarcy.—By the way, the hon- 
orable senator should know that that par- 
ticular censorship was carried out, not 
under the War Precautions Act, but — 
under the Defence Act. That power of 
oe is given under the Defence 

ct, - : 

‘Senator GARDINER—TIs the Minis- 
ter quite sure of that? 

Senator Prarcr.—Yes; in time of war. 

Senator Farrparrn.—That destroys the 
honorable senator’s argument. 

Senator GARDINER.—Noi at all. I 
shall find out whether that kind of thing 
can be done under the Defence Act. I 
shall send a telegram, and I challenge the 
Minister of Defence to stop it, under the 
Defence Act, and take the consequences — 
of doing so. The honorable senator must 
remember that the message to which I. 
have referred had no bearing watever 
upon the war. 

We have an important wheat industry 
in this country, and the War Precautions 
regulations are interfering to prevent 
the farmer dealing with his wheat in the 
way in which he would like to deal with 
1t. 

Senator Prarcr.—Would he like a free 
market ? 

Senator GARDINER.— Yes. 

Senator Prarcr.—I doubt it. 

Senator Russzrn.—State Acts deal 
with that matter, and not the War Pre- 
cautions Act. ee 

Senator GARDINER.—I ‘have no : 
doubt that Senator Russell thinks he 
knows all about it—that this interference 
is not under the War Precautions Act— 
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_ vernment control the shipping for the 
 earriage of our wheat to the other side 
of the world. If I had 100,000 bushels 
of wheat, which I wished to send to Lon- 
don would not the shipping in which it 
would be taken away be controlled under 
. the War Precautions Act? 
- Senator Russett.—The 
— eontrolled under the War Precautions 
_ Act, but not the wheat. 
Senator GARDINER.—I make the 


growing wheat, and desiring to sell it in a 
foreign market, is interfered with by re- 
oulations under the War Precautions Act, 
and I say that the time has come when 
that should cease. I can quite understand 
the Government, with their interest in the 
_ Wheat Pool, taking this action. I was a 
- member of. ‘the Government who origin- 
ated, organized, and brought into exist- 


ence the Wheat Pool, and it is one of the 


things which stand to the credit of the 
_ Labour Government. ‘Some time ago I 
asked the following questions: about 
wheat :— : 
1. What was the cost of carrying wheat to 
; soagebesth in August, 1916? 
. 2. What was the cost in August, 1917? 
3. What is the cost to-day? 
we we Has the increase been added to compel the 
Aarners: to pay for the ships purchased by Mr. 
Hughes? 
I received the following answers :— 
1. No steamers were chartered by the Aus- 
tralian Wheat Board during this month, The 
‘rate paid for parcels was 95s. per ton, and for 
 gailersy 120s. 
2, No vessels were chartered by the Board 
during this month. The steam freights paid 
for full cargoes were 122s, 6d. per ton for the 
Continent. 
3. The latest rate paid is 150s. per ton. 
4. No. 


J asked another series of questions in 
_ these terms the following week :— 


What was the cost of carrying wheat from _ 


- Australia to Great Britain— 

(a) In 1914, by privately-owned vessels? 

 (b) In 1916, by privately-owned vessels? 
(ce) In 1917, by Commonwealth vessels? 
(ad) In 1918, by Commonwealth vessels? 


To these questions I received the follow- 
ing answers :— 
- (a) 19s. 6d. to 32s. 6d. 
2 (b) 85s. to 130s. . 
; (c) 122s. 6d. (France). 
di 5 Great Britain. es 
(d) 150s, oes 


See ey ae i tS aati - c naka Sates 


E Dat dA a yin ee shed Aet the pa 


be ieee for from 19s. 


shipping is 


statement that a farmer in Australia - 


my attention to this was a stat 
No shipments to 


What doe this mean if it is ae 
ference with the farmer in getting 
wheat to the markets of the world 
has to pay the Commonwealth Govern- — 
ment for carrying his wheat in their ships ie 
150s. a ton, when in pre-war days it would 
6d. to 32s. 6d. 
per {Ons ae ae Rae Re 
Let us examine the present, positic | 
The action of the Government in tyin 
the farmer up compels him, with his ar 
Eagomionss oo hlas the States, to pool | 
wheat. Ee 
the market on Common one ships” th ea tes 
Government increase the freight charges” is 
to him from 64d. and 104d. per bushel, 
which were the rates before the war | \e- 
gan, up to more than 4s. per~ bus 
which was the rate until the Gaze tbe 
notice lowered the price a few days ago. 
Senator Russeri.—Even then it was 
carried at 50 per cent. less than the 
world’s rates. = 
Senator GARDINER. _My argument 
is that, although there has been no m 
terial increase in the cost of using our 
ships during the war, the farmers under 
this iniquitous War Precautions regula-_ : 
tion were called upon to pay, instead of 
6d. and_ Is. per bushel, over 4s, per Bones 
bushel, and the Government intend | 
continite that se A a a 22 


» his own answers ‘to my paesclane = 
total earnings of the Commonwealth si 
in carrying 190,751 tons of wheat, a 
23,551 tons of flour to the Continent 
Europe, the United States of Ameri By 
and the United Kingdom were £1,351,56 

10s. If the highest pre-war rate was 3 

per ton, and the Commonwealth Go 
ment are Sarees the wheat 


statement, not as coming paneeod 
the general statement that the ships 
made so much profit. 

Senator GARDINER.—What 


the press that Mr. ee had sa: 


3a sur- - 


is of £15, 
aor. 


>RATTEN. —Tat state nen is 


the es given in this tor. 
ig that the pre-war prices for freight 
rere from 19s. 6d. to 30s. per ton, — 
ted by Senator Russell, and the us : 
been £7 10s, per ton, the Govern- 
Jd surely have got a profit of £5 
of the wheat and flour they 


Css aes — What about the : 


ob pretend that there has been ry 
reat increase there. _ 

Senator Pzarce.—I do. The prices of 
coal, labour, and. _other ae - ie 


__ charges have gone up, but it is altegether 
beside the point to say they have gone 
up enormously. I am not making a 
eese-paring comparison: in which all 
those charges are not allowed for. ~ If 
grant, for the sake of argument, that 
ie charges have gone as high as:'£3 per 
, the Government would still show a 
profit of £4 10s. per. ton on a freight 
ae £7 ee ae ton. eee 


er is pea ee to pat fie ahest into 
Pool; and then the Government fleece 
rough their shipping charges. I 
onsible, also, for the Abipputs ar- 


ex rbitant charges as Noss. and. 
use to take any responsibility. for 
1: Compare the prices of wheat in 
I eat Britain. The following informa- 
| ase from oe nee of the 


garding the freight of wheat to ‘Aus- 
The reply given by the Parliamentary 
ry tc poe of Shipping pti dak was 
oe ie See paid 70s. per ton, 
“which is calculated to be equivalent to 
__ blue-book rates. This may be taken to be, 
~ roughly, a rate of Is. 103d. per bushel.” 

Outhwaite on 30th April stated British 
ent acquired ‘whead from - Australian: 


aya : 
Senator GARDINER. — I fies es 


farmers at 39s..9d. per cules wie fre rhtage 
at 15s. per quarter. . . . British 
sell from 78s. per quarter. 

Mr, Lough on 24th July stated ‘Aue 
wheat was bought at 32s, and 38s. a quar 
and understood. freight was 13s. quarter | 
8d. bushel). 5 
_ Mr. Runciman on 24th Zaly stated— Pale 

“T observe from newspaper reports t 
wheat can: be purchased in the Unite 
States at about 10s. per bushel, or 80s. 
iL i i ae. 

Lar : We: were bound, therefore, 

make very large purchases in Australi 
for our own security in regard to our foo: 
supplies, and we did that on gener 
terms to the Australian Government an 
_ the Australian farmers, and both got some-— 
_ thing out of it. Certainly the Australian | 
Government got something out of it, and | 
they were entitled to do so. auc | 


We are not, as a Government, entitled : 


to get out of the farmer more than a fair 
percentage of profit. : 
8th February, ‘1917, ‘a 


Mr. Prothero.—. hie We have made in 
times past an appeal, for instance, to India, 
to Australia, and, indeed, to Canada, to send 
us their wheat at a lower price than they — 
would get in the world’s market, because we — 
are their own kith and kin, and they have done — 
so. Last year, I believe, an approach was made 
to Canada. It was made too late, and they. 
did not come into the proposal; but two very 
prominent Canadian farmers told me this— 
They said, “We should object to taking less 
than the market price so long as the British — 
farmer sticks to his price and takes all = war 
Soe which he can get.” ap 


16th Marek 1917 

Mr. Outhwaite—. I_ have seen it 
stated that Australian farmers ast year- got : 
about 4s. a bushel, or 32s: a quarter, for their 


wheat, and I am ‘interested to know why the — 


Australian farmers are getting 32s. a quarter, 
while the British farmers have been guaran- 
teed from 64s, to 80s. a quarter? I want to 
get the price that is being paid to the Aus- 
tralian farmer, in order to compare it with 


what the British farmer is extortinge >, sae 


28th March, 1917, 


The Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry 
of Shipping Control (Sir Leo Chiozza Money), 


_in reply to a question asked by Mr. Outhwaite 


re thé freight charged on a bushel of wheat 
from Australia at Blue- Book rates, stated—. 
“My right honorable friend asked me to 
~ answer this question. An exact equivalent 
-- cannot be stated; but the liners are paid 
at. the rate of 70s. per ton, which is cal- 
culated to be equivalent to Blue- Book 
_ rates. This may be taken to be, roughly. 3 
rate of 1s. 104d. per bushel.” oe 
Mr, Outhwaite—Can the honorable acute: 


_man state the rate at which wheat i is now. Be 
Ere from. ora ose 
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Sir L. Chiozza Money.—Yes; 1s. 103d. per 
bushel is the figure for which my honorable 


friend asks. 
Mr. Outhwaite——Is wheat being imported at 
the rate which has been given? 


Sir L. Chiozza Money. The answer is in the 


That is the rate. 
26th April, 1917. 


~ Mr. Outhwaite asked the Parliamentary Sec- 
retary to the Ministry of Food whether his 
attention had been drawn to’ the fact that, 
through having control of shipping, the Govern- 
ment has been able to compel Australian far- 
mers to accept 39s. per quarter for the wheat 
purchased from them, on phich freight charge 

_ to England is 15s. per quarter; and can he say 
why, ‘under these circumstances, the Govern- 
ment has not compelled British farmers to sell 
wheat at less than the maximum price, which 
has been fixed at 78s. per quarter? 

Captain Bathurst.—The figures given in the 
question are inaccurate. I may add that there 
is no relation between the price agreed to be 
paid for Australian wheat under a contract 
made several months ago and the price at 
which farmers are now compelled to sell home- 
grown wheat. 


affirmative. 


30th April, 1917. 


Mr. Outhwaite asked the Parliamentary Sec- 
retary to the Ministry of Food whether, in 
view of the fact that the Government has ac- 
quired wheat from Australian farmers at 39s. 
9d..a quarter, with freightage to this. country 
of 15s. a quarter, he will take immediate steps 
to reduce.the maximum price at which British 
farmers may sell wheat from 78s. a quarter to 
some figure more closely approximating to the 
cost of Australian wheat landed here? 

Captain Bathurst.—I have nothing to add to 
the answer given to the honorable member on 
Thursday last (26th April, 1917). 

Mr. Outhwaite—ls the honorable gentleman 
aware that he did not answer this question on 

- Thursday at all? He said the figures were in- 
correct. Is he aware that the first. figure is 
got from the statement made by the president 
of the Victorian Farmers Union, dealing with 
prices given in Australia, and the other figure 
is given from the front bench? 

Captain Bathurst—I am informed by the 
Wheat Commission that the figure is incor- 
rect; but it is immaterial whether it is correct 
or incorrect. Questions of this character are 
greatly to be deprecated, and render the nego- 
tiations for the purchase of wheat in other 

-eountries somewhat delicate and difficult. 

Mr. Outhwaite-—Is the honorable genfleman 

aware that his attention is drawn to the facts 
in this question for the purpose of showing 

_ that we are paying too high a price for British 
wheat, and has nothing to do with the price 
we pay abroad, and that we are allowing the 

- British farmer to extort twice as much as we 
give the Australians? 

Captain Bathurst.—May I. take the oppor- 
tunity of saying that there is nothing whatever 
to show that there is any disparity, consider- 
ing the altered conditions, between the price 


Ss enator Gardiner. 
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_the farmer be kept in a positio 


- tralian Lapin did Obs aaa 


paid for this wheat and British wheat. “The Gans 

contract is one which was made several months 

ago, when the cOnditions in the world gene- 

rally were wholly different from what they | are 

to- -day. 2 
16th July, 1917,” 


Mr. Lough asked the President of the Board 
of Trade whether quantities of wheat purchased _ 
by his Department are now lying in Australia, 
owing to the impossibility of obtaining freight? — 
If so, what is the total quantity, when was it 
purchased, and what still remaifis to be 
shipped; whether this wheat is all paid for, 
and, if so, at what price; whether it is still in — 
good condition, and if he anticipates it will be — 
fit for human food when ultimately brought to — 
this country? 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry 
of Labour (Mr. Bridgeman).—Purchases of 
500,000 and 3,000,000 tons of Australian wheat 
were made on behalf of Great. Britain, France, 
and Italy, under contracts dated 3rd October, — 
1916, and 4th December, 1916, at the prices of 
32s. and 38s. respectively, free on board. 

The whole of the 500,000 tons has been paid — 
for and shipped. Of. the. 3,000,000 tons, part — 
only has been shipped, and, under the terms of 
the contract, full payment. is not yet. due for 
the while amount. ye 
The wheat is.in good conditiqn, and it is 
anticipated that it will be fit for human con- Bt 


i 


sumption on arrival in this country. =) 


~ 24th July, 1917. © 


Mr. Lough—. . . I asked my_ honorable 
friend, the Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Shipping Control, whether he had not bought j 
a great deal of cheap wheat, and where it was on 
lying, and he told me, “Yes, we have bought. — . 
3,000,000 tons of it.’ I said, ‘““ Where as = 
and he ‘said, “In Australia.” . et 

: These vast quantities of wheat were 3. 
bought at 32s. and 38s. a quarter, and J under- 
stand the freight was 13s., so that it could be th 
landed here at 50s>a quartet sia ma 


That was at a time when British tariners = . 
were getting up to 80s. I say now to 
the Government: The war is ended. 
Let us get back to normal conditions | ine : 
trade as soon as ever we can,@ Let not 
‘in which, 
no matter how the price of his product 
rises in the world’s markets, he gets only 
those low returns for it. He has to pay . . 
increased rates for shoeing his horses, for _ 
the clothing he wears, for the food he — 
consumes, and everything he uses; et 
the British Core neat were nen s 


about the fact™that the British farmer 
was getting 80s. and he was getting AOs. 
—a rough comparison which is rather oe 


ad 


ree ae Biter Tole er Ae Soa ee ey) ap 
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ae eee . 
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against our farmers, because the Eishest 
they were paid was 38s.—but with that 
fact staring him in the face, he feels 
~ that he has paid enough. ~ 

~ The war is over; but I am hegitmne to 
think that the huge indemnities which we 


expected to get from Germany are not- 


” coming our way, so it is time that our 

_ farmers were told that they are free to 

a see if they can make better bargains for 

= their products. 

P Senator pe Larer.—But 
make: better bargains? 

_ ‘Senator GARDINER.—I want them 
to have liberty to do so, if they can. 
Senator Prarce. —They have that 

liberty now. 

Senator GARDINER. —The Minister 
oer ‘says the farmers are free now to take this 
course. Will he make an announcement 
in this Senate for-the guidance of the 
farmers? Will he say that they are free 
to make the best arrangements they can 

for the disposal of their products? 
Senator Pxrarcr.—The Acting Prime 

Siaister has said that, if they like, they 

can take it on. 


can they 


‘a Senator GARDINER. — Take what 
on? 

i Senator Patnon. = Costeol of their 
oe wheat. 


Senator GARDINER.—I do not. want 
to be misled in my argument by the Min- 
_- ister saying something when I am think- 
ing quite the opposite. I have no doubt 
that the Government would be agreeable 
sat the organized farmers did take control 

of the Wheat Pool; but I-am asking the 

Government to sive the individual far- 
mers the right to dispose of their wheat— 
ed {6 obtain shipping and to send it to what- 
ever market in the world they please. 

Bi _ Senator pe Larcrr.—In what way 


Beas GARDINER. ae the same 
~ way that the Gercrmmnant helped them in 
war time. 

enator Tuomas.—Would you allow 
tHe farmers to send wheat to Germany ? 
Senator GARDINER.—The honorable 
ea senator kiiows that. the conditions under 
_ which our farmers will be allowed to-ex- 
_ port wheat to Germany willbe regulated 
ve y the terms of peace, and the way in 
jt which this Parliament deals with German 
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Bull. 


trade after the war. As far as trading 
with Germany is concerned—— 

Senator THomas.—You are asking for 
this freedom now. 

Senator GARDINER.—I can see. the 
honorable senator is not anxious to in-_ 
dorse a Free Trade argument when he 
has an opportunity. 

Senator Tuomas.—But I am asking if 
you are prepared to allow our wheat to 


‘be sold to Germany. 


senator GARDINER.—I am not 
afraid of any catchy question of that 
nature As far as trading with Germany 
is concerned, I say that, the war being 
over, and starvation conditions, perhaps, — 
being experienced in Germany, I can see 
no good reason why our wheat and our 
flour should not be sent to the German 
market. I know, of course, that my 


Christian friend holds different views on 


this subject. 
Senator THomas.—I do on that. 
Senator GARDINER.—I say that, as 
far as the world’s markets and trading 
with our late enemy are concerned, these 


matters will all be regulated by Parlia- | 


ment. 

Senator Crawrorp.—At present whene 
could not get through the blockade, any- 
way. 
Senator GARDINER.—tThe honorable 
senator is quite right; but the question 
introduced by Senator Thomas is just one 
of those that might be expected from 
him. 

Let us consider the business aspect of 
the position. The farmer, who toils to 
produce his wheat, should surely have the 
world’s markets open to him when war 
conditions have passed away. I venture 
to say that, if this course were adopted, 
it would relieve the Wheat Pool of a 
huge volume of produce that, at the pre- 
sent time, constitutes a grave difficulty, 
and it would not injure the Wheat Pool 
to any extent at all.* 

Senator Prarce.—It would only bank: 
rupt it; that is all. 

SouAtor GARDINER.—The Minister 
says it would bankrupt the Wheat Pool, 
the assumption, of course, being that they 
are going to make all the profits out of 
the future wheat. If the Wheat Pool 
has been conducted on sound lines—and I 
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-_businesssman some time ago, and refer- 
ence was made to the loss of wheat by 
weevil, mice, and bad handling. In 
reply he said, ‘‘ That may be good poll- 


tical stuff, but you can take it from me. 


that the farmers have been fleeced a great 
deal more by us fellows than by mice or 
 weeyil.”’ 
sion of one who knew what he was talking 
about. I want our farmers to be able to 
geek the best market available to them. 
Very little wheat will go to the private 
buyer except, perhaps, to those private 
firms which may have shipping available, 
and thus be in a position to compete 
with the Wheat Pool in regard to rates. 
But, speaking generally, the private 
_ buyer would not be content with less out 
of the deal than the Pool is making, and 
if farmers were given freedom of action 
it would probably be found that the 
Wheat Pool, which is irksome now be- 
cause it is forced upon them, might then 

be less irksome. oes 


I question whether, from a business : 
' States have refused to 


point of view, these regulations were wise 
in time of war. I am certain they are 
not wise in times of peace. Let us get 
~ back immediately to pre-war conditions. 
When peace is signed business men should 


be in the position: to arrange their plans 


free from restrictions in regard to future 
tradé. If this Parliament met immedia- 
_tely after the berinning of the New Year, 
or continued this session with a short ad- 
- journment over Christmas, and devoted 
itself exclusively to the consideration of 
these problems, it would be engaged upon 


the best work it cotld put its hand to— 


provided, of course, the Government have 
their schemes ready. If, however, the Go- 
__yernment schemes are not ready, the posi- 
tion may be different. I do not want 
Parliament to get ill-digested schemes for 
-~ eonsideration. I ask the Minister not to 
proceed with this Bill. He referred to 
the dangers*to be anticipated with regard 
to the moratorium provisions; but I ask 
him to call the State Parliaments to- 


- gether, and induce them, in their respec-~ 


tive spheres, to pass legislation to meet 
this danger. If he will not to that, then 
I ask him to call.this Parliament together 


es pine order~that the several problems may 
Senator Gardiner... . rm = 


oy 


ary agen eat URED ORS RS Da 


am not a critic of the Pool—the position : 
should not be endangered in any way. I 
was discussing this question with a keen 


‘That was the candid expres-— 


have certain powers, which at present * 
one. It should be possible to put throu 


“ness of the Commonwealth Parliamet 


-monwealth. If that were passe 


in the Commonwealth Parliament. — 
secure an amendment of the Constitution — 
would only take from four to five months, 
and this Parliament would then have all 
the powers of a free Parliament. Let this 

course be adopted instead of amend: 
the War Precautions Act, and instead 


‘contending with the States ‘as to whether _ 


this or that authority can legally be e : 
ercised by the Commonwealth. 

Senator Bakuap.—lI thought it was the 
exercise of those powers, under the War 
Precautions Act, that the honorable sena- 
tor was complaining about,— = 

Senator GARDINER.—The honorable 
senator is always interjecting something — 
that is nearly the same. as what I am — 
talking about. | 


Po] 


a 


I have been speaking of 
the misuse of the powers of the War Pre- 
cautions Act. But I realize that, situated 
as Australia is, it is necessary for us to 


not vested in this Parliament. «= 
Senator Crawrorp.—And which the 
grant to this Par- 

liament. SBS Se a ee 
Senator GARDINER.—That is 
But the suggestion. I make is a s 


both Houses of Parliament an amend: 
measure giving to the Common 
Parliament the same powers as are exe 
cised by the British Parliament 

months-ago I put on the busin 
a. notice of motion-affirming the « 


aa 
te 


cae 
cena 


of Be 


having power to make laws for the 
order, and good government of the 


Houses and submitted to the 
would be doing better work t 


would be signed—and then thi 
ment would commence an era Of 
tion unchallenged in any of the § 
of Australia, and unchallenged b 
State Parliament, because then 
be* exercising the same power 
joyed by the British Parliai 

Senator CrawForp.— 
give us that power. 


foes, 
tis Su ae 
{nerd |™: Me af 
a 


ator GARDINER.—They do no- 
of the kind. Every observant man 
agree that when the war is over we 


ted, in order to deal with huge un- 
ings, including repatriation, that 
ll require urgent attention by this Par- 
ment. By adopting the course I sug- 
est, the whole responsibility would then 
r st, not on the Ministry, but on Par- 
iament itself. Se 

| seret very much that the Govern- 
re persisting, in peace time, with 
ire that restricts the liberty of the 
stralian people in this way; but J.am 
going to attempt to prevent the Go- 


It is their Bill, and they are responsible 

rit. They must take the-responsibility 
of continuing this war system when peace 
las arrived. The Minister will realize 


that affect, particularly, the -people I 
__ represent—the Labour section of the com- 
munity. The Minister has deliberately 
-used these powers—I am holding him re- 
ponsible for all his officers—to harass, 
annoy, and degrade the Labour organi- 
zations of Australia in a way that has 
ade thoughtful and serious men among 
em—men who are lovers of good order 


n 
ther system must be tried to get decent 
nsideration at the hands of Parliament 
nd the Government. The sooner these 
rictions are removed the better it will 


ne 


as not been harassed by these regu- 
ons. There is no organization that 
not been harassed by them; and I 
at that the sooner these annoying and 
less restrictions are removed the better 
Il be for Australia. ae 

senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 


h dissatisfaction in the com- 
as the War Precautions Act, 

ind no Bill has ever been such a surprise 
to the business community as the one now 
under discussion. No Act has been so 
keenly resented in many respects, and 
Act has been so patiently borne. 
nen we go to the genesis of this legis- 
mn, we can all reasonably assume that 


need all the powers which I have 


ment from giving effect to their Bill. 


that I have left out of my argument all 
reference to those annoying regulations — 


d -peace—think that, perhaps, some 


. ae for the future of Australia. Trade 
re sent is being interfered with on 
every hand. There is scarcely a business. 


I suppose no measure has created 


IMS eee. 


such powers were wanted during a time — 
of stress, and when the Commonwealth — 
was in danger. J believe that when the — 
last Parliament passed this Act there was 
a general expression of opinion that the 
powers were necessary, and that it was 
right, just, and proper that the safety 
of the Commonwealth should be looked to. _ 
But I submit that the Act itself, as — 
agreed to unanimously by Parliament, — 
did not even suggest to those who sup- — 
ported it, the marvellous and unparalleled 


development which has since taken place a 


in regard to governmental activities. So 


far as I can see, the Act generally alluded 


to “persons prejudicing the success of 


‘His Majesty’s Forces in Australia, pre-— 


venting the transmission abroad of letters _ 
which would be dangerous to the Com- 


_monwealth, and securing the safety of His _ 
Majesty’s ships and Forces.’? It aimed — 


at preventing the spread of false reports, 
and conferred on the Minister certain 
authority in regard to the military. It — 
alluded to the navigation of vessels, and — 
was generally designed to prevent assist- — 
ance being given to our enemies in con- 
nexion with the war. ge ae ES 
Only one or two little sections in tbo. 
refer to the great developments which — 


thave since occurred in regard to the way a 


in which the Act has operated on the | 
commercial community. It does seem to — 
me that when approval was unanimously — 
given to the measure by the last Parlia- 
ment, no member of that Parliament, 
and very few, if any, of the Ministers — 
of the day, imagined that, after~- four 
years of war, a position would be brought 
about such as exists to-day. When the 
German menace was hurled at civiliza~ 
tion, it was quite right that we should 
sink all minor differences in an effort to 
win the war. That was our first con-_ 
sideration. Not only Australia, but — 


other countries, had to enact restrictive 


legislation in that connexion. France 
had to enact very restrictive legislation, 
and so had America; whilst in England, 
the Defence of the Realm Act, commonly — 
called “‘Dora,’’? has operated, to some 
extent, along similar lines to those laid 
down in our own War Precautions Act. — 


‘Under all of these Statutes, this, that, — 


and the other generally are forbidden; — 
but in the case of Australia, they are not — 


~ 
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- forbidden by law, but by 400 odd regu- 


lations which have been framed, prin- 
cipally on the advice tendered by officials 


to Ministers, and which have been ap- 


proved and gazetted. Under our War 
Precautions Act, during the past four 
years, we have gradually suffered a 
diminution of our liberties. Before the 


_ war, this country was probably the freest 


in the world, and perhaps there is no 
Act on our. statute-book which has 
caused so much dissatisfaction as has that 
of which I am now complaining. 
Senator PraRcE.—The people would 


have been hurt very much more if there 
had been no such Act. 


| ing Act. 


Senator PRATTEN.—It is a far-reach- 
T admit that it was a measure 


which was necessary under war condi- 


_ Act 


an 


tions. It was essential that the Common- 
wealth should have supreme control in 
time of war. But the point which we 
have now to consider is whether or not 
the whole of the provisions of the Act 


shall continue to operate after the war 


has terminated, practically at the sweet 
will of the Ministry. 

The Bill has reached us from another 
place in a slightly changed form. The 
first intention of the Government was to 
ask Parliament to continue the whole of 
the provisions of the Act for six months 
after peace has been declared. That 
proposal has been amended elsewhere, and 
the Bill now before us provides that the 
shall continue in force three 
months after peace is proclaimed, or 
until. the 31st July next, whichever 
may be the longer period. ‘That is 
improvement in the right direc- 
tion; but I wish to say, frankly, 
that I shall be acting in accordance with 
the wishes of a great majority of my con- 
stituents if I vote against any extension 
of the measure whatever. -The obligation 


is on the Ministry to tell us definitely 


A 


but no 


what powers they wish to be continued, 
and what powers they are willing to 
surrender in the not distant future; 
such information has _ been 
vouchsafed by the Minister for De- 
fence (Senator Pearce). He adduced 
certain arguments as to why the opera- 
tion of the Bill should be extended; but 
those arguments did not convince me 
that the Government should continue to 


s aX ar Teel st 
Utter 
ey er ae i aes ” 
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1a 


possess the great reserve powers which 
are conferred by this Act for a single day 
after peace has been proclaimed. Whatare 
those powers? We talk very freely about 
them, and there was a good deal of dis- — 
cussion in another Chamber in regard 
to them. I have gone to considerable 
trouble in an endeavour ot dissect these 
powers in order that we may accurately — 
know what they really are. Be ote 

I have here three volumes of regu- 
lations and orders which. have been 
issued since the outbreak of the © 
war by the various Governments of 
the day, under their war powers and 
under’ the War Precautions Act. The 
regulations framed under that measure 
provide for the appointment of “a com- 
petent naval or military authority” to 
exercise certain powers. But at this © 
stage I should like to place upon record 
the regulations which, in my opinion, it 
is necessary to continue in operation, and _ 
those which, in the near future, should be 
abolished. One regulation provides that 
“ persons may be removed from the vicin- 
ity of military camps, forts, hospitals, or 
posts, if their presence is prejudicial to 
the maintenance of the discipline, or of 
the health, training, or administration of 
troops.” Such a regulation may, IT 
think, be reasonably continued. We 
know that demobilization will be going 
forward for some considerable time, and _ 
I would not like the Minister for De- 
fence, whoever he may be; to be robbed 
of control over the welfare of our troops 
on their arrival here and prior to _ 
their demobilization. Another regulation 
which should be continued in operation 


~ 


ia 
Fi 


is that which relates to the. un- 
lawful. possession of official docu-— 
ments. Clearly, too, the conveyance — 


of letters to or from interned persons 
without the authority of the officer com- 
manding the place of internment, should 
be prohibited. I am also sympathetic — 

with the continuance of the regulation 

which prevents the introduction of in- t: 
toxicating liquors into camps, forts, hos- 
pitals, or military posts. It is equally 
clear that there should be no authoriza- 
tion of the use of naval or military uni- 
forms, and that, the sale of those uniforms _ 
or parts of uniforms, without permission, — 


eat War Precautions 


a iould be prohibited. It is fair to low 
the Government some power to prevent 
the making of untrue statements in appli- 
cations for separation allowances. Prob- 
: ably that power may be taken by the Min- 
ister r for Repatriation in the regulations 

which govern his Department. I think, 

Pies, | that no man should falsely represent 

ee iitnself to be a returned soldier or sailor. 

Such an act may reasonably be made an 

offence. The forging of official documents 

| and the personating of persons to whom 
* gee oerurents have been issued, should 
be an offence. Then, there is a regula- 

3 Bion under our War Precautions Act which 

~ makes incapable of assignment, the right 

oot any relative or dependant of a soldier 
to receive allotments of his pay or sepa- 
ration allowance. It seems to me that 
this matter might also be dealt with by 
a regulation through the Repatriation 
Department. Another regulation pro- 
hibits the payment of moneys to persons 
interned on the warrant of the Minister, 
except with the permission of the Min- 

gat ister, or of the secretary or acting secre- 
tary of the Defence Department. The 
alien restriction order of 1915, made 

- under the authority of the War Precau- 

tions Act, -contains restrictions upon 

aliens entering and leaving the Common- 
wealth, and upon alien enemies resident 
in the Commonwealth. I am quite in 
accord with the suggestion that there 
should be considerable reserve powers, 
even after the war is over, in connexion 

- with the treatment of aliens in this coun- 

try. Another order deals with the regis- 

tration of aliens; and still another, which 
: might well be continued, relates to the 
 Aétive Service Moratorium, which pro- 
vides for the postponement until six 
months after the war of the payment of 
any principal moneys under mortgage, 
but not of interest, by the members of our 
_ Forces. I do not agree with the extension 
“Oy: the moratorium regulation which 
touches the civilian portion of the com- 
munity, but only with that which 

J deals with our soldiers. Another regula- 

tion, to the continuance of which I have 

sx 0 objection, is that which restricts the 
acquisition of land by persons who 

Et are not natural-born British subjects. 
= _ There | is also another regulation, in 


ae 
a 
ee. 
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connexion with land transfer, which re- 
stricts the transfer of land to persons of 
enemy descent. JI am in accord with the 
view that, if necessary, there should 


be some reserve of power after the war 


is over in relation to the matters which 
I have mentioned.. I am not sure whether 
the regulations dealing with the power 
viven to prohibit meetings of associations 
of persons of enemy origin ought not to 
be continued for some time. Then there 
is another regulation which has my sym- 
pathy, making it an offence to ad- 
vocate disloyalty or hostility to the 
British Empire. There is also. a regu- 
lation against the spreading of false re- - 
ports likely to cause disaffection. That, 
perhaps, is open to a good deal of abuse. 
Still, some power might well be given to 
the Government, if it were properly safe- 
euarded in connexion with public and- 
personal liberty. A further regulation 
makes the falsifying of reports an offence. 
There are very important. regulations 
having to do with. wool—regulations 
which give power to regulate the pur- 
chase or the sale of wool. No honorable 
senator will say that a continuance of 
certain wool regulations is not necessary 


“in connexion with the sale of the clip 


which we have made for at least eighteen _ 
months ahead. There is still another 
regulation which creates the Butter Pool; 
and some regulation is necessary, after 
the war is over, to continue the Pool in 
relation to the dairying industry. 

Now, although I have mentioned some 
regulations which, in my opinion, it is 
necessary to continue after the war 
to a greater or less extent, I have before 
me very many which operate against the 
commercial and trading community, and 


-wihich are not necessary. 


Senator Prarce——-How would the hon- 
orable senator continue those which he 
says are necessary ? 

Senator PRATTEN.—By straight-out 
and definite legislation, which should 
come before this Parliament in the 
ordinary manner. 

Senator Prarce.—There is no power 
to so legislate. 

Senator PRATTEN.—I am totally op- 
posed to being required to attend this 
Parliament as a representative of New 


South Wales, to be an automaton, 

and to be asked to say “ Yes” to every- 
thing under the War Precautions Act. I 
am not a constitutional lawyer. The Min- 
ister has told us that the Government 
have four or five of the most eminent 
constitutional lawyers, who are going 
through all these matters and tendering 
advice. J am trying to deal with the 
subject from the commercial stand-point, 
and to get down to the bones of the 
matter, indicating as a_ business 
what is and what is not, in- my opinion, 
required. 


_ Senator Prarce.—The hanseable sena- 


- tor said he would destroy the law under 
_ which we make these regulations. 
. Senator PRATTEN.—It is obligatory 
for the Government to go through the 
regulations, and to let the Act expire by 
effuxion of time. And, before that comes 
_ about the Government should tell this 
Parliament definitely what they desire 
and what they do not want. — 
I would like now to deal, from the 
- (business stand-point, apart from the con- 
stitutional aspect, with the many regula- 
_ tions which, in my view, are not now 
- necessary. ak dio not think it necessary 
. to reserve any power in the matter of 
obtaining and communicating naval or 
military information without the permis- 
sion of the Government after the war-is 
over. No regulation is required with 
regard to communications with spies. 
Senator Pearce. — That will not be 
- gontinued after the war is over. Honor- 
able senators have already been told 
that. Seip: 
Senator PRATTEN.—Is it proposed, 
after the war, to continue the regulation 
- with respect to postal articles intended 
for enemy countries having to bear an 
- indorsement that they are so intended ? 
- The Minister does not know. 
: Senator Prarcr.—I tell the honorable 
senator that we are inquiring into these 
matters as fast as we can, and that if any 
of these powers can be dropped the regu- 
- lations will be done away with immedi- 
ately after the war is over. 
Senatcr PRATTEN.—I may say that 
IT have taken my duties in connexion with 
this Act somewhat seriously, and I have 
had the time to set down what, I think, 


regulations, and to ask why they 


man 


armies of occupation still in the field? 


legitimate purposes. 


Te propose ae as ee, a number 


wanted now, or must be continued af 
the war. We are anticipating that period 
when the original Act will have expired 
by effluxion of time, and when peace will | 
have been. _ proclaimed with the enemies 
mentioned in the original — “measu ire— 
namely, the Emperor of German al 
the Emperor | of Austria. These for mer 
monarchs are already fugitives. . : a: 
ronarchs, they do not exist. Wen 
reasonably assume, therefore, 
war is over, so far aS any ‘further naval 
or n: ihitary danger to the eee! is § con- 
cern. > 


Senator PEARCE. — Then wie aro the 


Senator PRATTEN. — To enforce the — 
peace terms which are to be placed upon 
Germany and her Allies, and not to de 
fend the safety of the Britian Empire — 
ov of Australia. Those armies are there 
to carry to a logical and complete con- 
clusion the determination of the Allies 5 to 
destroy for all time Prussian militarism. it 

There is a regulation prohibiting — the — ae 
photographing ~ of naval or military — Fe. 

works without. permission. I take it ie 
that that will go, since there will b 
need for its retention. There is another 
respecting the possession of wireless tele- 
eraphic apparatus without permiss 
the Minister for the Navy ;- and o 30 
to the effect that the possession - of 
ciphers, codes, or of other means of 
secretly communicating naval or 
information is prohibited unless. int 


ieee 


and used solely for commercial — or 


much objection to those; | 
think that the embarkation of 
suspected of communicatin 
enemy need be prohibited afte 
been proclaimed, seeing that 
have no technical enemies then. — 
is another regulation y which reads” to : 
effect that trespassing on or loitering 
the vicinity of tunnels, viaducts, or a 
verts, and injuring or being upon ra 


ways, or on, under, or nea 
works with intent to injure them 
hibited. I do not sup 


necessary to continue — 
Another reguleiiee ae 


i itoring oe areas, ~—Still Siether 
_ states that any person who, by act or de- 

ee uit, endangers the safety of any ves- 
sel, is guilty of an offence. Then there 
_ is another that no person may use, with- 

x ont. p ermission of the Seabee badges 


on Reiocted fogs achaae service. "That 
F3 + unreasonable, of course. There will 
e no further necessity for any regulation 
which prohibits -assistance being given to 
the escape of prisoners of war, seeing 
that there will be no prisoners ‘of war. 
Tt wi 1 be no longer necessary to so 
rictly carry out the passport regula- 
lon Perhaps it will be necessary 
» continue to make guilty of an 
offence persons in’ possession of false 
assports, or letters of safe conduct, 
and alien enemies passing under 
_ assumed names, I am quite willing to 
give the Government ample powers in 
connexion with the treatment of aliens; 
_ but the Government do not know what 
_ powers are necessary at present, in view 
_ of the fact that the whole question of 
alien enemies is still in the melting pot. 

There is another regulation which reads 
that attempting to commit an offence, 

* aiding or abetting an. offence, or harkor- 
ing any person who has committed an 
offence, is forbidden. Surely, in con- 
nexion with civilian offences—and there 
can only be civilian offences after peace 
has been proclaimed—the power and 
authority of the State police should be 
ufficient, to protect the liberty and peace 
of the community. Another regulation 
a the embarkation of suspected 
coring to Sees oe ats 


Re 
gs 


no ippears, to continue such a a 

ion. Another regulation sets out that pro- 
vision is made for the proof in legal pro- 
ceedings of orders or instruments issued 
competent authorities under the recu- 
ions, or printing or publication, or 
lorship of printed matter, and of cer- 


a 
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tain formal matters. The powers con- 
ferred by the regulations are, under re- 
gulation 60, to be in addition to, and not 
in derogation of, any other powers exer- 
cisable for securing the public safety and 
the defence of the Commonwealth. Pro-. 


vision is made for giving notices pursuant _ 


to the regulations. Regulation 62 states — 


that persons claiming to act under any 


‘permit granted under the regulations are 


required to produce such permit when 
directed. I am referring now to some 


of those regulations which I consider will 
be superfluous in the near future; and I 
draw attention to the scores and scores. 
ot regulations which, by thick-headed 
officialdom, can be made instruments of 


irritation to the community. Another 
regulation sets forth that the Naval 
Board and the Military Board. are 
authorized to appoint competent authori- 
ties to carry out the regulations. There 
is no objection to that, provided the re- 


gulations are not too many. Regulation ie 


63a provides that competent authorities 


and semor officers of police are authorized 


to extend to any natural-born subject, 


whose father or whose father’s father was 
a subject of a Sovereign or State at war 


with His Majesty, all or any of the re- 
strictions imposed on aliens or on alien 
enemies by any order made under the Act. 


T have already said that I think some of © 
the regulations in connexion with aliens 
are necessary. In order to save the time — 


of the Senate, and that I may not strain 


too much the patience of my honorable 


friends, instead of going through the 
three volumes of these regulations which 


are on the table, I shall try to put a few 


before the Senate in a concise form, 80 
that honorable senators may know what 
they are doing when they are asked to 
vote for the extension of the War Pre- 
eautions Act. Regulation 64 reads— 

Any person born in the British Dominions 
who, by birth, became by the law of any State 
which is at war with the King a subject of 
that State, whether he remains a subject of 
that State or not, shall be subject to the same 
restrictions with respect to departure from 
Australia. as are imposed on naturalized per- 
sons by any order made-under the Act. 


There seems to be very much objec- 
tion to that, for surely a regulation is 
not now wanted to prohibit any natural- 
ized British subject going outside the 
Commonwealth after the war is over. 
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There is another regulation which may, or 
may not, be wanted after the war is over, 
and that is the regulation which restricts 
the holding of shares in companies by per- 
sons of enemy descent. 

I have here a long list of other regula- 
tions which, in my opinion, might very 
well be repealed. Briefly, they refer to 
many of the activities of the civilians of 
the Commonwealth, and are responsible 
very directly for a great amount of the 
dissatisfaction that exists now in con- 
nexion with Commonwealth control under 
the Act. One regulation reads to the 
effect that competent authorities are given 
the right of access to any land or build- 
ing. Under another, any land may be 
used for the training of forces. Under 
other regulations, roads may be stopped 
up; the removal of vehicles, boats, vessels, 
or craft, animals, foodstufts, equipment, 
and warlike stores from any area may be 
ordered; a census may be taken of all 
goods, animals, and other commodities ; 
premises licensed for the sale of intoxi- 
eating liquor may be closed; the extin- 
guishment or obscurity of light in any 
area, if necessary for naval or military 


area may be ordered ; inhabitants may be 


ordered to remove ‘from any area, if 
necessary for naval or military reasons; 
inhabitants may be required to keep in- 
doors; suspects may be removed from 
specified areas; entrance to British ships 
alongside harbors or alongside wharfs, 
without permission, is forbidden; en- 
trance to enclosed wharfs, without per- 
mission, is forbidden. I should like to 
know whether the Minister for Defence 
can indicate why, in the opinion of the 
Government, it is necessary even now to 
continue the operation of the bulk of 
these regulations. Under other regula- 
tions it is provided that members of the 
Forces may be prohibited from entering 
any premises specified in an order of a 
competent authority; power is given to 
return certain persons to New Zealand; 


_ to search persons and goods at ships and - 


wharfs; harbor authorities may be re- 
guired to prepare schemes for the, destruc- 
tion of harbor works; tampering with 
telegraphic apparatus is prohibited ; tele- 
phonic conversations in any but the Eng- 
lish language are prohibited; the pos- 
session of carrier pigeons in any area pre- 
scribed by order is prohibited ; instruction 
Senator Pratten, ; 


in. wireless Ee is rostiiouss to: = 
natural-born British subjects. : 
Senator Pearce.—I rise to a point of - 
order. For the last twenty minutes the © 
honorable senator has proceeded by prac- 
tically reading the regulations one after 
another. I may be allowed to direct at- 


tention to the fact that when an honor- 4 


able senator rises to a point of order, the — 
honorable senator to whose remarks he 
takes exception is required to resume his 
seat. Senator Pratten has been quoting 
the War Precautions regulations prac- — 
tically continuously, except that now and 
again he interpolates the fol eae sen 
tence:—— Ba 
I should dike the aniston to say whether 
he proposes to continue this regulation. mates kets 
I understand that there is a standing 
order which prevents tedious repetition. 
I submit that reading the regulations, — 
with the occasional interpolation of one 
sentence, cannot be designated as a 
speech. 28 
Senator ORs, —This is the ‘Arsb 2 
time I have ever heard such a point of i a | 
order raised. We are at the second-read- 
ing stage of a Bill, and the Minister for 
Defence . takes exception to the method — 
of procedure adopted by Senator Pratten, © 
not because he contends that the honorable Ce 
senator is reading his speech- oe 
Senator pe Larcre.—That was one of e 
the objections. ag 
Senator O’Krzre.—The Minister tor ey 
Defence did not say so. He complained 
that Senator Pratten has been reading — 
the regulations. I take it that the object 
of the honorable senator’s speech 1s” SpO% 
show that it is not in the interests of the 
country that the War Precautions Act, 
under which these regulations have been: 
issued, should be continued. There could 
be nothing more in consonance with the 
letter and spirit of our Standing Orders 
than to quote the regulations to show that, 
in the opinion of the speaker, to continue 
their operation would be prejudicial to the 
interests of the country. The Minist 
for Defence must have very hurriedly d 
cided to raise the point of order which 
has raised. | 
Senator Prarren.—May I speak | 
The PRESIDENT (Senator t OTs oe 
T. Givens).—The honorable senator may __ 
speak to the ae of order, but it Tee 
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order. 
_ Senator Prarren.—I am both grieved 
4s oe disappointed that the Minister for 
Defence should have taken this point of 
order with the object of pe ontings me re- 
: under the War Precautions Act. ins 
pee little time ago, I said I had gone to the 
trouble of collecting a number of the 
regulations and having them set out in a 
- coneise form in order to save the time of 
the Senate. If I am prevented from re- 
_ ferring to the regulations in this way, I 
shall claim the privilege of reading them 
tae sts word for word as they appear in the 
Emergency Legislation issued under the 
authority of the Government. 
a S The PRESIDENT.—The Minister for 
~ Defence has raised a point of order. 


Senator Prarren.—Is he not obliged 


to state his point of order in writing? 
The PRESIDENT.—No; that is not 
necessary. It is only a disagreement 
with a ruling of the Chair that requires 
‘to be set out in writing. The Minister 
_ for Defence has raised the point of order 
that, in effect, Senator Pratten is guilty 
e - of tedious repetition by reading merely the 
gist of a number of regulations, and in- 
_ terpolating the query as to whether the 
_ Minister proposes to continue those regu- 


PER i Cedi game poe eee ae on eer 


_ extended. I may point out that Senator 
: _ Pratten, when inviting the Minister to 
express an opinion by way of interjec- 
fion, was himself disorderly, because all 
‘interjections are disorderly, and they 
‘should not be invited. I am not pre- 
ared to rule the honorable senator out 
| order if he does not repeat the same 
rsument over and over again. I should 
have to ask him to discontinue his speech 
e did that. I rule that he is in order 
reading the gist of the regulations, pro- 
vided that he uses his references to them 
- as a specific argument why the operation 
of ‘the War Precautions Act should or 
should not be continued. 

Senator PRATTEN.—The next regu- 
lation issued under the Act to which I 
wish to refer prohibits the transmission 


2 
> 


ey fegiattors to or from the Commonwealth 
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er a Ag Chair to decide whether Eovior-, ' 
| able senators shall be heard on a point of ' ; 


‘ Son if the operation of the Act is. 


Bill. 


otherwise than through the post. c my 
opinion, it is unnecessary and unreason- 
able to make criminals or breakers of the 
law of people who earry private letters 
overseas, as was done before the war. 
Another regulation states that printed 
matter, without the permission of the 
censor, must not be exported. I do not 
think that a regulation of that sort is 
necessary now that the war is over. The 
censorship of such matter, which, I take 
it, refers to newspapers and printed mat- 
ter generally, is not now necessary. 
Another regulation states that persons 
carrying on the business of receiving, for 
reward, letters or packets for delivery to 
other persons, are required to register 
with the censor. I do not think that 
regulation will be required again on the 
declaration of peace. The use of.search- — 
lights, semaphores, or other apparatus for _ 
signalling, is prohibited. That will be 
an undue interference with the liberty of 
the subject. when the war is over, and lt 
will not be necessary to continue that 
regulation. By another regulation, notice — 
is to be given of air flights. Presumably, 
if that regulation is continued, the Go- 
vernment will desire to keep control over 
air flights. I do not think that such a 
power should be given to the Government, 
in view of the great development we hope 
for in connexion with the navigation of — 
the air commercially after the war is over. 
Another regulation briefly says that the 
display of fireworks or the lighting of © 
fires in such a way as to serve as a guide, 
signal, or -land-mark, is prohibited. I 
do not think that there is any further 
necessity for the Commonwealth Govern- 
ment to assume this power, which is pos- 
sessed by the State Governments. In this 
connexion, I saw in the newspapers only 
this morning that the Commonwealth 
Government have prohibited the lighting 
of fireworks in connexion with the Peace 
celebrations. I do not believe that this 
National Parliament desires to interfere 
in connexion with these minor matters in 
regard to which sufficient powers for 
their regulation are already possessed by 
the State Governments. 


Senator Crawrorp.—This is for the 
protection of shell-shocked soldiers. 


ee PRATTEN. “That f may ets sO; 


could deal with that matter as efficiently 
and effectively as could the Common- 
wealth Government. » There are many 
other regulations, nao from the 


prohibition of false reports to the closing — 


of premises, prejudicial to public safety. 
But I need not weary the Senate by re- 
-ferring to them all. I can say that, in 
-my own personal experience, I have seen 
some of these arbitrary powers used by 
the military while the war was going on 
In such a way that injustice was inflicted 
-upon persons. I cannot, in this Cham- 
ber, as a representative of the State of 
New South Wales, by my vote, or in any 
other way, assist to continue the opera- 
tion of some of the arbitrary powers which 
were given to military officials to exercise 
while the war was going on and the public 
safety was at stake. | 


Another regulation gives power to 
require newspapers to submit to the 
censor matters 
before printing or publication. 
not ask the Minister any other ques- 
tions, because you have ruled, sir, that 


-interjections are disorderly, and, there- 


fore, any reply that the Minister might 
make would be considered disorderly. 
But I point out that no censorship is re- 
quired in connexion with the publication 
of any matter by newspapers when peace 
is declared, as they are already reason- 


ably well controlled by the law of libel ; 


and slander. Power is given to require 
writers of pamphlets to submit to the 


censor before publication any matter re-_ 


lating to recruiting. That, of course, 
should automatically go overboard, as re- 
eruiting has ceased. “Alterations made by 
the censor in matters submitted to him are 
not +o be shown in print without permis- 
*gsion, © If the censorship is continued after 
the war is over, it would be a very good 
thing to print the alterations that the 
censor has made, so as to show the people 
exactly what has been done. ‘This coun- 


try during war time has been, to some 
extent, plagued by the censors, and I have 

heard very curious stories about their 
I was told that a cable was 
Australia 


_ operations. 


received in stating © 


ee 
ibd 
foe 


: ee ae be lef : 
but I take it that the State authorities. ferred to ‘Monsignor Ceretti, 


relating to the war 
I shall 


an offence. Any person who, without per- 


that 


ee 4 
representative, and its oubhonge 
prohibited by the ‘censor on the ~ 
that “it was forbidden to publish t 
movements of ships.” Power is given for 
alteration. by the censor of matters sul 
ee = submission of. cin 


of which orders seer Sea Rie 
have been issued, is an offence. I object 
to any such power being given to the 
military authorities. after the wa1 
because even an innocent person - 
made a culprit in that case, and. ae 
persecuted by. Big) sure « 


portation - firearms, ee or X- 
plosives without. permission is prohibi 2 
Any person who, by the discharge of fi s 

arms. or otherwise, endangers the safety 
of.any member of the Forces is guilty of 


mission, is in possession of firearms 1 
the vicinity 0 of ny ele ea eee 


fe very Hale but ee such “oat 
all sorts of Be restrictions re 


ammunition, sold me that ee aS, . 
posed ayer lis firm by the vol in 


with arms and arreruatled : 
ee time of an 1 additional a cir 


the sales at sporting ammunition. 

applied only last week to the reco 
authorities. He was 's arbitrarily tol 
those records | would have to be co 
and oe he i is, at a ae te sea 


og ime 


a. Hawids in any ae 
The State age ae a for 


is D obbited, I can see no reason 
r the continuance of that regulation. 
Tasters of vessels are required to comply 
with any directions given for navigation 
in harbors. ‘Surely the Navy does not 
want t keep control over the merchant 
vice when the war is over. The Naval 
ard may issue orders as to pilotage. 
hat is unnecessary now. Seamen on 
hips chartered by the Government who 
desert are judged to be guilty of an 
- offence under the War Precautions Act. 
Surely there is power under our various 
Merchant Shipping Acts to deal with any 
cases of desertion of seamen that may 
- occur after the war is over? It is an 
offence to interfere with the discharge 
_ and loading of shipping. It is an 
_ offence to interfere with shearing opera- 
ons. It is an offence to interfere with 
shipbuilding operations. Such powers 
as these are altogether superfluous now 
that the war is over. If the Common- 
wealth Government insists on retaining 
these powers, it means an attempt to 
verride the authority and laws of the 
tates, and practically to achieve Uni- 
sation without a vote of the people. 
“he ee of military clothing is pro- 


Persons 
eats ise eae to cause ae ‘sedition, or 
ee tae amongst the civilian popula- 

tion are guilty of an offence. Persons 
i ueting, misleading, interfering with, 


withholding bites from officers 


orities, are guilty of an Sfennal I 

think powers such as these inter- 
g with civilian rights are necessary 
os are given under the pre- 


to seize Gari found Lier 

ig given to stop and search 
i? Power is given to require an- 
oes relating to any matter affecting the 
pec safety or the defence of the Com- 
mwealth, or to require the production 
de : suments, books, and papers, rela- 


ese 


_ The aac or with-~ 


tive to any such matter. Powess are. 
given to prevent the conveyance of — 
letters into or out of the Commonwealth 
otherwise than through the post. Powers. 
of arrest are given in connexion with 
these matters, and it does not require a 
very lively imagination to conceive what 
may take place» in the exercise of powers — 
such as these by the officials to whom the 
control would be given. The power to 
search premises and persons, and toseize 
articles strikes at the very root of the 
liberty of the people of Australia, and 
L cannot be lany ‘party to continuing 
those powers, as the Government now 
ask. Various other considerable powers 
are given to the Government... Male Bri-— 
tish subjects, for instance, between the 
ages of seventeen and. forty-five years, 
are prohibited from leaving the Common- 
wealth unless in possession of a passport. 
The Minister is authorized to direct the 
detention in military custody of any 
natural-born British subject, one, at 
least, of whose parents was, or is, a sub- 
ject of. a State which is at war with. the 
King. 
these should be given to the Common- 
wealth Government after the war is over. 
It should not be within the power of the 
Government or cf any official to restrict 
a male person born in Australia, one of 
whose parents was a British subject, from 
entering or leaving Australia after peace 
is declared. I, therefore, think the pass- 
port reculation should, and must, go 
overboard after the war is ended. - Ane : 
other regulation provides for the super-— 
vision of the distillation of coal tar, and 
forbids the use of crude coal tar except 
with the permission of the Minister. 
Surely that is not required, nor, surely, 
is the regulation in connexion with coal 
battalions required, 

I come now to a point that was made 
something of by Senator Gardiner, im 
connexion with a regulation that has 
caused probably more dissatisfaction in 
the business community than almost any 
other individual one. JI refer to the 
War Precautions regulation C3 4946; 
dealing with companies, firms, and busi- 
nesses. This regulation restricts the 
issue of new capital by companies and 
associations, prohibits the voluntary 
liquidation of companies. without the 
consent of the Treasurer, and provides — 


Lae 


I do not think powers such as 


the Bill. 
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that the consent of the Treasurer must be 
obtained for the erection of buildings for 
amusement purposes. Since this regula- 


tion came into force, every person or 


association of persons that wanted in any 
way to transform their old businesses 
into’ limited liability companies, or to 
create a new one, has had to obtain the 
sanction of the Treasurer. 

Senator Barker.—And 
hard to get. 

Senator PRATTEN.—It was extremely 
hard. I have heard complaint after com- 
plaint from my many friends regarding 
the administration of that regulation, 
which cannot be personally administered 
bv the Treasurer or the Secretary to the 
Treasury. Its administration must neces- 
sarily be placed in the hands of Govern- 
ment officials. I have known of cases 
where applications have been stuck up 
for many months. I have known of cases 
where certainly some hardship has been 


it was very 


- eaused. I have known of cases of imper- 


tinent interference. A regulation such as 


' this should be jettisoned as soon as pos- 


sible, and the Ministry would be well 
advised not to continue it. 

The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
T. Givens)—The honorable senator is 
now discussing the regulations and not 
| He is entitled only to discuss 
the regulations, or the powers exercised 
under the Act, as reasons why the Act itself 
should or should not be extended. He is 


not entitled to discuss every regulation in 


before the Senate is 


detail as he is doing, and to point out 
that it should be repealed. The question 
whether the Bill 
should or should not be read a second 
time. 

- Senator Keratinc.—On a point of 
order, I take it that this Bill purports to 
extend the existing War Precautions Act. 
That Act has under it a number of regu- 
lations, which are déemed to be part of 
the Act itself. Would not they come 
within the cognisance of any honorable 


senator who is discussing the proposal to 


extend them? 
~The “PRESIDENT.—I have already 
ruled that it is competent for the hon- 


-orable senator to refer to the regulations, 


and to give any reasons based on those 
regulations to show why the Bill should 
not be passed,-or why the Act should not 
be continued, because there is no doubt 


detrimental to the safety of the Common- 


that they are relevant to the subject- 
matter of the Bill; but I point out to — 
the Senate that it 1s not competent for — 
the honorable senator to appeal to the 
Minister and to the Senate for the repeal — 
of this or that particular regulation. — 
The question is whether the Bill shall- — 
be read a second time, or otherwise. 
Senator Kratine.—This Bill will ex- 
tend those regulations. Re ator’ 
The PRESIDENT.—Of course, it will. 
The ‘honorable senator can use it as an 
argument against the continuance of the 
regulations, but he is exceeding his legi- 
timate privileges in discussing every 
regulation at length, and asking for its ~ 
repeal. ‘The repeal of the regulations is 
not the question before the Senate, but — 
the continuance or otherwise of the War 
Precautions Act. be 
Senator Barnus.—Seeing 
regulation passed is eet 
The PRESIDENT.—Order! I have — 
given my ruling, and it is not open to ~ 
question except in the proper, orderly 
way. aie ne 
Senator PRATTEN.—I thank you, 
Mr. President, for ruling that my general 
remarks are in order. I shall pass on 
shortly to further regulations, and deal — 
with the matter from another angle. [I 
do not consider it is necessary to con- 
tinue the regulations dealing with glyce- 
rine, or with hides. I have had very 
many complaints in connexion with the _ 
latter regulation. In my opinion greater — 
consideration should ‘be given to the — 
leather export trade. I do-tiot think it1 
necessary, either, to have any regulations 
to deal with patents, or to have any in- 
quiry in reference to applications for ~ 
patents, the publication of which may be 


that ever 


oe 


Sidhe 


wealth. Ne os 
Coming now to the War Precautions 
Act prices regulations, I want to say — 
that this 1s, , 1. think, “a very Unease 
expected development of the operation — 
of the Act. I am not going to say that 
the whole of these regulations are ultra — 
vires, but I do say that if the Govern- 
ment wish to fix prices they should come 


along with legislation that can be dis- 4 


cussed by this Parliament instead of deal- 
ing with the subject behind Parliament — 


der cow : C 
s regulations. It is no longer mece 
deal with rabbit or sheep skins in 
way. The interference with the busi- 
. ae skins has been most dis- 


regulation also went overboard 


PRATTEN.—I am plad to 
LT am endeavouring to deal with 
atter in detail from the commeretal 


I appeal to the two Ministers present, 
) will have.a voice in this matter in 
ape deliberations. 


i catiities these aes are sche tved to 
_ officials for report, and that these officials 
-. report to the Minister that this or that 

pare cannot be abolished. oe at 


ote not ihe pies bat on the other 
hand, if you want to do a ‘thing, you can 
- produce adequate reasons to show why it 
2 should be done. 

ois can quite understand, as the Minister 
for yr Defence has said, that Ministers do 


= want a ie things hanging about their 


mths or so toe now wun- 
ss half of three restrictions 
ab olished and the other 


lished when Ape is de- 


> 


, meat, for stocks of goods or the 
athe ye Sais Another list of un- 

cessary regulations includes restrictions 
egard to foodstuffs, the requisitioning 
ods. for munitions, and the hestnic- 


onorable : senator mee to know that ihe 


d-point and in the kindliest spirit, 


I know that Min- 


ulations concerning galvanized 


tion of action in regard | fo sarees ‘wat es 
ters without the consent of the Attorney- ei 
General. Some control with respect to — 
these undertakings may be necessary, put 
certainly it is not necessary to retain the — 
regulation providing that no person may 
without the “consent of the ANCE 
General, bring any action against @ sine 
State authority in “consequence of dats oe 
refusal or failure to supply any person 

with trucks for the conveyance of wheat. 


-€urely the State legislative authority can. 


provide for that. Power has also Sekt ie 
given to refer disputes relating to the 
supply of coal to a Board; and there is 

a regulation concerning the prohibition of — 
unlawful assemblies in certain areas. Tt 
is an offence to resist an officer of Parlia- _ 


ment while engaged in the discharge of 


his duties. There are many more regula- 
tions, largely of a similar nature, which 
I think are quite unnecessary. JI have ~ 
endeavoured to dissect the whole of these 
orders, to show just what the Bill so 
means. 

In addition to the regulations Ve 
have been published in the ‘official bok, Fo 
have before me some forty or fifty others . 
that are among those issued this year, and ~ 
which have not yet been put into Book. 
form. One is to the effect that mo com- 
pany, individual, or firm shall loan any 


. money to any Mociiens establishment aba : 


greater rate of interest than 4} per cent. 
Senator Barnes.—Does that’ apply to bus 
banks? aes 
Senator PRATTEN. —No; I thee a : 
honorable senator for the “interjection. | 
Many firms are carrving on business on — 
private loan money ; and the gravamen of 
the complaint against this regulation is 
that, while banks are allowed to charge — 


_ these firms or companies 6 per cent. or 


more for loan money, private individuals 
are prevented from buttressing a business 
financially at a greater rate than 45 per 
cent., though very often private indivi- 
duals Jend more money to these private 
concerns than the banks. 

Senator Keratinc.—And very often 
private individuals advance more — a 
bank will allow. pit’ 

Senator PRATTEN.—That is so. ~ 1 
know of several firms who have over- 
drawn to the limit of their bank acom- 
modation, for which they.are being charged 
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6 per cent. In many such cases, their 
directors or friends, who have complete 
confidence in the business, have put in a 
few extra thousand pounds for the time 
being, in order to prevent any inter- 
ference with the continuity of trade. 
Yet this regulation to which I have re- 


ferred, says that these persons, who for 


years have been doing business in this 
way, shall not, for the future, get as 
much in return as the banks are charg- 


Ang. I consider this regulation absolutely 


unnecessary, and an interference with the 
finances of the country. Another regu- 
lation, dealing with the erection of build- 
ings, prevents the expenditure of more 
than £250 on_any property such as tram- 
Way premises or a tramway, without the 
consent of the Federal Treasurer. Very 
often this means that a proposal comes 
before some junior official in the Trea- 
sury, who, before he gives his consent 
and affixes to the application the rubber 


stamp as the hall-mark of his approval, 
asks some most impertinent questions. 


These two examples of- recent regula- 
tions will, I think, convince the Senate 
that it is high time steps were taken to 
remove some of this public disaffection in 


~~ eonnexion with the administration of the 


Act, and show the urgent need there is 
for a return to pre-war conditions, and to 
constitutional government. I have a 
considerable amount of information in 
relation to these restrictions on trade. 
They control companies; firms, and busi- 
nesses, buildings, cinema films, goods, 
mining, patents, racing, and shipping. 
specific commodities affected are 
butter, coal, coal-tar, cornsacks, flour, 
flax, glycerine, galvanized iron, hides, 
leather, luxuries, meat, phosphorus, 
rabbit skins, sheep skins, sugar, tinplates, 


wool, and foodstuffs generally. There is 


a long list before me now of regulations 
dealing with the prices of commodities in 
Victoria. The list includes biscuits, cocoa, 
cornflour, kerosene, knitting wool, sauces, 
soda, scrap tin, tobacco, whitelead, and 
It consists of about sixty items, 
and for the life of me I cannot see why 
IT cannot 
see, for instance, what the price of Wor- 
cestershire sauce has to do with the carry- 


ing on of the war, or the safety of the 


Commonwealth. It may be that this 


_ policy has been determined upon: by the 


Senator Pratten. 


Government, or it may be the desine: of he 
Minister to. control these © commodities ; : 
but I think that if we are to go in for 
price-fixing, we should do it by legislative 

action, because, as far as my experience 
goes, many of the officials responsible for — 
price-fixing have had no experience what- — 
ever, until they find themselves at the 
head of a table, and in-a wise, stolid and — 
placid manner hear evidence from the ~ 
commercial community with regard to 

particular commodities, the prices of 
which are - being investigated. Ag a 
rule their decisions are reserved, and — 
they are subsequently given with all the | 
authority and weight that attach to a 
judgment by the Supreme Court. This, 

and many other things in connexion with 
our War Precautions Act, have irritated 


‘the business portion of the community, 


and have thrown most of the 'persons 
who are engaged in trade and commerce — 
in Sydney into a state of seething in- 
dignation. 
The PRESIDENT, (seunter the ‘Hon. oe 
T. Givens).—The honorable senator has 
already informed the Senate of that 
circumstance four times within the past — 
quarter of an hour. I think that that. 


is quite often enough. 


PRATTEN,—1 should’ ‘be 


Senator 


. very sorry to be guilty of tedious repeti- 


tion, and I hope, sir, now that I have 
your close attention, that no Md a 
repetition will be necessary. 


The PRESIDENT.—If there be any 


» further repetition, I shall be op eeee ee ‘ 


take action. 

Senator PRATTEN—I now propose ;: 
to deal with the question of Boards and 
Committees. All these Boards and Com- 
mittees have been formed under the Act, 
and most of them consist of persons he . 
are engaged in the particular business 
which each body controls. I have already © 
occupied a considerable time in placing — 
before honorable senators a mere skeleton © 
of the Act. I should be obliged to occupy — y 
much more time if I dealt exhaustively 
with these Boards and Committees. ee 
in deference to you, sir an ne 

The PRESIDENT.—Order! Iam not 
placing any restrictions upon the honor- ; 
able senator in that regard. But it is ; 
my duty to see that a se ey is 5 0 " 


A aac 


ted again aa again, The honor- 
e Senator is, however, quite entitled 
DP isctas fully the question of the Boards 
ad Committees appointed under the War 
Pee ecautions Act, or, indeed, any other 
‘matter in relation to it. 

ee ior PRATTEN {Thank-you In 
erence to the Senate, however, I shall 
~ not deal exhaustively with these Boards 
and Committees. But I do desire to 
point out what is now taking place. 
Honorable senators will readily recognise 
that, the Act deals not merely with ex- 
. oo but also with internal, trade. The 
__-monster has grown far bigger even than 
the most imaginative legislator of four 
years ago ever dreamed. The Act is 


elt has the effect on centralizing in Mel= 
bourne .a very great amount of additional 
_ work. In the trains coming from Sydney 
- _-day after day and week.after week, may 
be seen scores and hundreds of business 
men who are being dragged to Melbourne 
im connexion with its operation. Even 
members of this Parliament have had a 

~ _ eonsiderable amount of extra work thrust 
upon them as the result of this Act, whilst 
hosts of officials and small coteties of 
‘Interested persons have been called into 
being because of its operation. Let me 
hae the mining industry by way of illus- 
tration. It is well known that the control — 

> ae" of mining throughout Australia is to-day 
almost completely in the hands of inter- 
ested parties. By means of this Act, we 
are setting small mines against big mines, 
small shippers against big shippers, the 
sugar-growers against the fruit- -growers, 

in some respects the pastoral - interests 
inst the manufacturing interests, and 
dealer against the broker. Everybody 
oe out, and igs the poor 


aa of the Government desiring to 
all possible power without the con- 
ol of Parliament, Parliament should 
desire to retain all possible power with- 
~ out the control of the Government. I 
come now to a resolution which was 
adopted the week before last at a hig 
eting of the constituents of all the 
South Wales representatives in this 
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ehamber. That gathering, which was con- 
vened as the result of the joint efforts of — 
the presidents of the Chambers of Manu- — 
facture and Commerce, unanimously — 
affirmed— a 


That this meeting of the manufacturing and — 
commercial interests of New South Wales, 


whilst recognising the necessity for the War 
term of active — 


Precautions Act during the 
hostilities, is of opinion that circumstances do 
not justify the expressed intention of the 


* Federal Government to retain for a further — 


period all the powers therein conferred upon 
em, for the following reasons 


Senator Pxzarce.—The Government 
have never expressed any such intention, — 
and consequently the motion is founded _ 
on a fallacy. i 

Senator PRATTEN.—TI did not father 4 
the resolution. I am merely reading a 
motion which» was carried at a large 
meeting convened by the presidents of the — 
Sydney Chambers of Manufactures and 
Commerce. That motion continues— _ 

(a) That the autocratic powers conferred j 
upon the Government under the Act | 
are not consonant with the spirit of 


Democracy ;. eo 
(b) that trade, manufacture, and commerce 


can best advance and develop when — 


freed. from the control of Govern- 
ment Boards and Commissions; . 
(c) that the post-war problems asso¢iated ~ 
with all manufacturing, industrial, — 
and commercial undertakings will” 


undoubtedly bear heavily upon those — 
indeed, upon the 


undertakings, and, 
whole community, even under the | 
most favorable circumstances, and 
that unnecessary Government restric- — 


tions will add to the strenuousness — 


of the cireumstances. apie Sn 


“That is the resolution which was carried 


by a iarge number of business men. . 
Senator PEarce.—The foundation por- 
tion of it contains a fallacy, inasmuch 
as it says that the Government have ex- 
pressed an intention to retain all these 
powers. That statement is not correct. 
Senator PRATTEN.—But the Govern- 
ment are asking for a renewal of all the 
powers which they have wielded under our 
War Precautions Act. Whether they in- 
tend to exercise them, I cannot say. 
Senator Prarce.—There are none so 
blind as those who will not see. The hon- 
orable senator has been told something 
quite different. 
Senator PRATTEN.—I have been told 
nothing of the kind. 


ee 
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- Senator Purace. —The hides ule sena- 


tor was told during the es tice” 
speech of the Minister that we did not 


intend to exercise those powers. 
Senator PRATTEN.—Then, why not 


frankly say what the Government are 


going to do, and what they are not going 


to dot 


Senator Prarce.—We did that in both 


Houses. 


Senator PRATTEN.—So far as I am 
aware, there has been no specific an- 
nouncement in either House with regard 


_ to the matters that I have placed before 


honorable senators this afternoon. 
Senator Senior.—I think that the hon- 
orable senator himself made an interjec- 


. tion to the effect that the statement of 
the Minister was very specific. 


' Senator PRATTEN.—When I made 


that interjection I think that the Minis- 
ter withdrew from what I regarded as a 
very defintte position. 


‘Senator Prarce.—The only qualifica- 
tion. that I made was. one which the hon- 
orable senator’ himself declared this after- 


“noon that I was quite justified in making, 
In respect of alien enemies. 


Senator PRATTEN.—Even. at this late 
hour the Government will. be well advised 


if they submit a list of the regulations 


which they intend to abolish. At present 
the commercial community does not know 
where it is. It does not know whether 


the Government intend to exercise all the ~ 
powers that are conferred by the princi- 
pal Act. 

* mits have to be obtained for the export 


Even. at. the present time per- 


of goods to the East. I do not know whe- 


ther the Minister for Defence was present 
when I gave an illustration of this fact in ~ 


connexion with sporting ammunition. 


Senator PEarcr.—I have been here all 
_ the afternoon, worse luck. 


Senator PRATTEN. —I have a little 


more to say upon this matter before I 
-. conelude my remarks. 
portant matter that can affect the busi- 
ness community, and I am here as the 
__- representative, largely, of the commercial 
— community of New South Wales. 


It is the most im- 


The 
resolution which I have just quoted shows 
that. the whole of the commercial com- 
munity of that State is behind any man 


a who will stand up in this Chamber and 


oppose any extension of the provisions of 


bes the War Precautions Act. 


_{sBNATE 7 


Sy as now, uae, ind depo ae 
“$0 “discass the reasons which have been — 
advanced by Ministers as a justification — 
for asking Parliament to prolong the : 
operation of the Act. fot three months 


after the war or until, the. alst, J a mee | 


whichever period may be the longer. 
The speech delivered by the. Acting Prime 
Minister (Mr. Watt) in support of this — : 
Bill may be very briefly summarized. 
His first argument -~ was that. ‘an ex- 
tension of the principal Act is neces- 


sary because the lifting of the moratorium — 


would involve payments which it would 
be impossible for the country to stand, 
and. would greatly Increase the rates of 
interest. = 

Senator Sznior.—Does the honorable 7 
senator agree with that? 

Senator PRATTEN.—I intend, frat 
to state the whole of the points made by _ as 
the Acting Prime Minister, and then I - 
shall proceed to deal with them seriatim. 
The honorable gentlemaw further stated 
that it is necessary to afford some tee 
tion to municipalities, mayors, aldermen, — 
and trustees who have invested im our 
war loans money placed at. their disposal — 
from any action that may be taken by the _ 
States. He affirms that further loans will ~ 


be needed, and that it is, therefore, neces- 


sary to check the issues of capital and the 
rates of interest. is assumption is that, « 
otherwise, capital which is required for = 
our war loans will be diverted. into: other a 
channels. ‘ 


Sitting ari jrom 6.80 to 8 Boe 


fig 
Prime Winistor (Mr. “an ce out 
reasons why, in the opinion of the Go- 


vernment, the War. Precautions Act 
should be extended. I stated that one — 
of the reasons advanced was that it would — 
be dangerous to lift the moratorium; and, 
further, that public bodies which had 
subseribed to the war loans should be pro 
tected. A third reason set. down by th 
Acting Prime Minister was that furthe 
loans would. be needed ; and a fourth 
that it would be necessary to co 
control over shipping in order - 
freights, and to prevent: coasta: ss 
from leaving, those waters for mor re- 
munerative — areas. The contimuone | 


aD: gators “contracts. elatoe | 

uld »be continued, and that here 
should be powers retained to prevent in- 
of prices. The Acting Prime Min- 
fu: a seth) peseest if was a 


nfluence; also, “ata if the Act an 
4 altogether there would be an interregnum 
_ of disorder, if not chaos. 

a this means that this very objection- 

Z : et i is, if the Ministry can do so, to 
ended in some directions as long as 
Government see fit. And, - under 
ese powers, they will continue ito: veto, 
not only certain matters of public in- 
terest, but they will debar discussion of 
_ some contracts and some prices. I admit 
at the contracts entered into’ by the 
Federal Government-must be completed ; 
but I hold the view that to talk of enemy 
influence in connexion with metals and 
| the control of Australian industries would 
- be, for a long time, sneer nonsense. The 
a German position is far too hopeless for 


4 


any argument such as that to hold water. 


I have admitted to-day that the mora- 
_ forium provisions, so far as soldiers #%e 
_eoncerned, are probably necessary; but I 


je 


would remind the Government that for 


contracting themselves out of the mora- 
torium. Lenders have been incorporat- 


- vision that borrowers shall not be able to 
__ take advantage of the moratorium. And, 
_ whether that is legal or not, the fact 
_ remains that for the period of the war, 
orrowers who have had to sign any legal 
scuments have largely been compelled to 
ntract themselves out of the provisions 
he Federal moratorium, so far as the 
Teast allow. . The moratorium must 


nitel 
; of the War Precautions Act. The 
t is a fairly pees pene: I 


tly the wealth of Avsteslia has 
bee _imereased since the war began. If 
=a Government are going on ey 


m so far as tha civil pomalatian. are 
ned, the end will be very much 


To my mind, 


four years borrowers of money have been - 


__ ing in mortgage deeds and the like a pro- 


yaise further war loans. 
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of the Acting Prime Minister practically 
asks us to extend the provisions of the | 


‘War Precautions Act when there is no — 


war to take precautions against. ‘That 
speech actually contained cogent reasons 
why we should do something different. 
The Act as it’ stands indemnifies munici- 
palities and trustees who have invested — 
money in war loans. If the Act were to — 
lapse, 1t is not likely that the States i 
throughout Australia would seize ee 
persons of the mayors and aldermen of — 
municipalities who had invested municipal 
moneys, or that they would seize trustees 
and put them in gaol. If those persons 
can only be protected in this way, their 
protection will require to be continued 
during the ten years which must elapse — 
before the longest of the Commonwealth ‘ 
loans matures. : 

Ordinary legislation will peoeids for. 
shipping control. It has been suggested — 
that if shipping’ control is lifted, ships will - 


go away from the coast of Australia, seek- 


ing more remunerative freights. I have 
spoken to several of the prominent ship- — 
owners of Australia, who provided, be- 
fore the war, “vessels to run around our — 
coasts which. were second to none in any — 
part of the world. These men absolutely — 
scoffed at any idea that they would send 
their vessels away while the trade of Aus- 
tralia remained to be done. Those ship- ; 
owners had built up a fleet which, in — 
size and capacity, was the equal df any — 
service in any part of the world; and — 
they scouted the idea that should the ire? 


-strictions be lifted they would do any- 
thing but look after the Australian trade, 


whereky they had been gaining their live- — 
hood and ereating dividends. The Go- 
vernment, in this Bill, appeal for un- 
limited powers of dictatorship. We are 
asked to trust the Government. Why 
should not the Government trust Parlia-— 
ment? We are the representatives of 
the people. We have trusted the Go- 
vernment for four years of war time, and 


surely it is reasonable for the Govern- 


ment now to trust Parliament to do the 
proper thing until matters shall have re- 
turned to normal, 

The Acting Prime Minister has men- 
tioned that it will be necessary to con- — 


timue financial regulations and _ restric- — 


tions, because next year we shall have to 
I agree that 


fe 9400 War Precautions — 
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_ we shall be required to do so; but there 
is before another place at the present 
time a Bill proposing to make it com- 
pulsory for defaulters, according to their 
_ means, to subscribe to war loans. I have 
pointed out in this Chambér that not 
more than 10 per cent. of the total wealth 
of Australia has already been put into 
Australian war loans, and that probably 
nearly half the people have done less than 
their bit, while only a little more than 
half have done more than their share in 
this respect. We do not want any re- 
_ strictive trade or commercial legislation or 


financial regulations which will interfere. 


with the unlimited flow and development 
of the trade, commerce, industry, and 
“mining of Australia, seeing that we have 
a Bill already before Parliament—and for 
which I personally shall vote—to compel 
every man, according to his means, to 
subscribe to war loans. 

Senator Grant. — The Bill does not 
propose to do that. 

Senator PRATTEN.—If it is properly 
amended in this Chamber—this House of 
review 

The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
T. Givens).—Order! I point out that 
that subject is not now under discussion. 

Senator PRATTEN.—I was but re- 
plying to an interjection. Continuing 
my argument, I point out that there is a 
great reservoir of wealth yet to be tapped 
in’ connexion with our war loans. Many 
wealthy people have not yet invested any- 
thing, and this Parliament has the power 
to compel investment. Secondly, the 
fact that we have to raise further loans 
is no reason why financial restrictions 
should continue to ke imposed to the de- 
triment of the development of Australian 


trade and industry. 


With regard to price-fixing, I am not 
a legal member, but it seems to me that 
that principle is entirely ultra vires. With 
respect to the statement of the Acting 
Prime Minister that another reason for 
_ the continuance of this measure is that 
_ power should be given to prevent the ad- 
vance of prices, I do not think any busi- 
ness man believes that in the future we 
shall see further advances of prices. 
Prices all over the world have risen sky- 
high owing to the continuance of the war; 
but now, honorable senators may go into 
the commercial centres of Sydney or Mel- 


bourne, and they will note thet) prices are. 
dropping every day. 

We have to ask ourselves whether the 
Executive should continue to exercise . 
wide powers of legislation under the Act — 
without the-approval of Parliament. To 
that there can be only one answer; and — 
that is ‘‘no.’’ Another question which we 
should ask ourselves is: Have we reason 
to believe that Government Boards and 
Government officials’ will exercise all the 
powers which the continuance of these 
regulations will give them in a manner ~ 
beneficial to the community The an- 
swer again must be, ‘‘ no.’’? Wecan fairly — 
ask ourselves also whether necessary ser- 
vices should be kept alive by some Act 
of Parliament—by the continuance of the 
War Precautions Act, or by the passage 
of special legislation ? To that we can 
all unhesitatingly answer, ‘‘ yes.’’ No rea- 
soning can justify a further continuance 
of the censorship of news. Yet the Go- | 
vernment propose, not only to use the 
censorship to prevent criticism of our 
Allies at the present juncture—with — a s 
which.I am fully in accord—but it has” 
been stated by a memter of the Govern- | 
ment, I believe, that it is intended to use 
the censorship in connexion with certain 
commercial matters. What for? What 
is feared? What commercial matters are 
there in connexion with which the Go-— 
vernment fear that. the particulars Lo 
see the light of day? 

Senator Prarce.—Who 


mage ‘that 


statement ? 


Senator PRATTEN.—I believe it was 
made in another place. I shall be very | ae 
pleased indeed to draw the Minister’s — 
attention to it specifically when this Bill | red 
is in Committee. ei 

Talking of statements, I ane the ! 
Minister that, owing very largely to the 
censorship, a good many extravagant = st 
statements have been made during war- 
time that the general public have been _ 
unable to contradict. I need only remind 
honorable senators of the statements — 
which were made specifically with regard — 
to the number ‘of reinforcements required 
At first it was said that we required 
30,000 per mouth. Then, speaking from bis 
memory, the number was reduced to — 
15,000 Then we were told that 7,000 
would be required, and, | speaking from 
memory again, I believe that a Judes 


War Peiions 


ae full + investigation, noocrde te the 
£ ‘statement that we required only 5, 000 a 
ae 


pat aS Senator ce. Alt under different 
. gets of conditions. 


Senator PRATTEN. — Possibly ; but tHe: 


slic were not fully informed of those 
onditions. The man in the street in 
such circumstances very rightly says, 
“First you say one thing, and then yo 
say another; which is right ?’’ pal 
“We have been informed that the powers 
claimed by the Government. through the 
extension of the operation of the War 
Precautions Act are required in order to 
protect. the metal industry. The Prime 
_\ Minister (Mr. Hughes), while en route 
to England to take part in the negotia- 
tions with the British Cabinet, in con- 
_ nexion with which he is engaged to-day, 
_ made a certain statement when in New 
York, which is reported in the following 
terms by the American Engineering and 
Mining Journal, of the 5th June, 1918 :— 
- Our mines were entirely under the control 
of German capital when the war came. 
are no longer under that control. Arrange- 
ments have been made by. which for twenty- 
five years to come the control cannot be re- 
_ established. But, to be fair, German energy 
and capital were very fair to us. ‘After we 
took over the mines ourselves we found the 
plants and organization so excellent that we 
-. were able to begin at once the making of ships 
. and munitions. Without the German pioneer 
- work we never could have got going s0 early 
or so fast. 
Senator pz Larciz.—It is too ridiculous 
ee suppose that Mr. Hughes ever made 
=, such a statement. 
oie SO A Senator PRATTEN.—I can only as- 
“sume from the publication of a statement 
of that sort, which Senator de Largie 
rightly regards as ridiculous, that the 
rime Minister was misreported, But 
his is the sort of thing that goes out to 
he world, and is read by the average 
itizen, and not known by him to be un- 
tue or grossly exaggerated. Another 
tatement was cabled out here which has 


es 


__ been referred to by Senator Gardiner, and 


~Minister. It» was to the etfect that so 
much. profit had been obtained from the 
oe operations of the Commonwealth line of 

_. steamers that the whole of the cost of 
those steamers had been paid off. That 

aust have been another instance of mis- 
| Rporin because, according to the in- 


Le _Drceusen, 1918.) 


They - 


_whic h again was attributed to the Prime 
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formation placed before the Senate by. 
the Minister in charge of shipping, whilst 
the actual cost of the Commonwealth — 
steamers was about £2,000,000, the actual - 
net earnings of the steamers over ie af 
years was about £1,250,000. , : 
Another thing to which attention may 
be directed is the fact that so far no ap- — 
proval of the purchase of these ships has : 
been given by this Parliament. - 
The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon 
T. Givens).—Order! I should like the 
honorable senator to tell me how he con- 
nects this matter with the War Precau- — 
tions Bill. 
Senator PRATTEN.—I was about. to 
show. that the purchase of the Common-~ 
wealth line of steamers was carried out 


under the provisions of the War Precau- 


tions Act, and no specific parliamentary 


authority has yet been given for the ex- 


penditure of that money. I say also 
that the order for wooden ships that was 
placed in America, and which is likely to 
result in such a big loss to the Common- — 
wealth, was placed under the authority — 
of the “War Precautions Act or the war 


powers of the Government. 


A regulation was, not- long ago, issued 
wherein it was provided that, in con-— 
nexion with contracts for any naval or 
military work, tenders need not be ealled. 
In fact, any naval or military work, no 
matter what the cost involved might be, 


was placed outside the ambit of the 


Public Works Committee, which was 
specifically established by this Parlia- 


ment to inquire into works of this nature. — 


Senator Kratrne.—No; those works 
are excluded from the consideration of the 
Committee by the Public Works Com- 
mittee Act. : 

Senator Prarcre.— Would the honorable 


senator have referred the construction | 


of the Australian Imperial Force camps 
to the Public Works Committee? 
Senator PRATTEN.—I am not at all 
criticising the action of the Government in 
time of war, but I have pointed out that 
the war is practically over, and I want 
to show honorable senators to what they 
will commit themselves by prolonging the 
operation of the War Precautions Act. 
Senator Prarcu.—Are we spending 
money On works now without referring 


War Precautions 


: ry them to the Public Works Committeo? 


knock it down again ? 


Senator PRATTEN.—I have men- 


tioned the regulation, and I ean turn it 
up if necessary to satisfy the ee for 
Defence. 


IT have mentioned that officials are very 


: Jargely concerned in the administration 


- of the War Precautions Act. 


I do not 


want to suggest that busy and much 


harassed Ministers should be held person- 


ally responsible for everything that goes 


largely delegated to officials. 


on. Of necessity, these powers must be 


IT should 


like to give an illustration in order that 


the Senate. 


honorable senators may have some idea 


of the lengths to which some of these 


officials will go when any one dares to 
criticise them. Honorable senators will 
remember the celebrated tin scrap case 
that I had the honour of bringing before 
They will remember that 
replies by officials were accepted by 
Ministers, were ordered to be printed, 


and have. been distributed broadcast. 


I do not wish to review this case at 


: length, but, as a matter of illustration, 


_ reply given by Colonel Oldershaw. | 


_ to treat his scrap. 
he could get an export permit he would have 


I draw attention to paragraph 20 in the 
‘He 
says—- 


On Tuesday, 26th oeeiiber. I telephoned 
to Mr. Pratt, and asked him what steps he was 


‘taking. with regard to the tin scrap, as the 


alterations at the factory were nearly com- 
pleted, and we would shortly be in a position 
Mr. Pratt said that unless 


the adjournment of the House moved, and the 


, whole gress scandal exposed. 


_ With all the responsibility that attaches 
_ to my position I want to say that that 


statement is a cold, 
and deliberate lie. 


calculated, wilful 


_ The PRESIDENT.—Order! TI point 


out that the honorable senator had seve- 
Tet 


opportunities of discussing that 


_ matter, one of which was created by him- 


ones 


opportunities, 


4 


' He did not avail himself of those 

and the matter having 

been decided by two specific votes of the 

Senate cannot be revived now. 

Senator PRATTEN.—I was using an 

illustration, and I intend to use others. 
The PRESIDENT.—Order! The hon- 


oe erable senator did not use his quotation. 
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as an Hactetion 
Why put up a man of straw in order to — 


He fe e fort oe 
purpose of giving it. an express and em- 
phatic contradiction. Hh . 


r bie eee 


Senator PRATTEN. 


did so was—— ar 


The PRESIDENT, Sori honorablen Ne 
Paton must not dispute my ruling ex- o = 
cept in the proper and orderly Ways, . 2a 

Senator PRATTEN.—I shall certainly 
obey your ruling. Iam here to make a 
deliberative speech, and to put Roe 
ments before the Senate with respect to — 
what is going on. The only reason I 
brought that matter up was to inform = 
honorable senators that I was im Mr. 
Pratt’s office when that alleged conver- 
sation took place. 

The PRESIDENT.—Order! The 1 ‘on 
orable senator must not a ade to that _ 
matter again. — f a 

Senator PRATTEN.—I should like ee e 


—_ The 1 reason. T 


call attention to a good deal of dissatis- 


faction that is expressed from time to 
time inside and outside this chamber in | 
connexion with the answers which are 
given to our questions when we inquire ef 
about some of the activities under the 
War Precautions Act. Senator Russell 
will understand that I do not make a. ng 
personal allusions to him, but am refer- 
ring to replies to questions supplied Facet. 
Ministers by officials of their Depart-. 
ments. On 28th November I asked the 
Vice-President of the Executive ‘Coun= a 
cil— a5 


Will the Minister ie ‘prepared and Taid on » 
the table of the Senate a copy of all corre- 
spondence with neutral countries or their r 
presentatives regarding the purchase, or invi 
tation of offers with a view to purchase of 
wheat from the Wheat Pool during ins ia 
twelve months. 


To that question I received the following 
reply— 2 

The Australian Wheat Board has hades no. y cor = 
respondence with neutral countries or their re- eee 
presentatives on the subject mentioned, deal- 
ings with neutral countries being handled B 
the London Committee. ~ 
Well, I have here a copy of a eee ‘frome 
the representative in Australia of< 


. neutral Government showing that on th 


23rd September last he sent an 
to the Wheat Board in regard to @ pu 
chase price of 20, 000 tons of Seeger | 
wheat, : y aoe 


ee be: score to that letterte ‘ Au 
_ reply is sent to such letters, and 
ae are rele to thes eed 


received to my question was that the. 
— Australian age ee oe nO corre- 


4 Russett. No, I do nob. at 


7 Senator PRATTEN —I hoe the hon- 
2 senator’ s poe Ido ae desire 


‘The PRESIDENT.—I ask the } rote 
able senator to confine his remarks to the 
subject matter of the Bill before the 


z * ‘Precautions Act at all: The Minister in 


that, _ except in regard to shipping, 
tors > “in connexion with the: Wheat 


than the War Precautions Act. The 
question is wide enough without intro- 
ucing extraneous matter, and I ask the 
onorable senator to confine himsole more 


ein ae = Seriator Gardiner quoted 
extensively in connexion with ahe 
it ence - 


ee ‘PRATTEN. —The wheat to 
1 I have referred was to go abroad, 
u ships would have had to be used to 
ansport it. I was talking about an 
‘sent to the Wheat Board from 
resentative of a neutral country 
a € the price for 20,000 tons of wheat, 
and subsequent correspondence may prove 
that they wanted to see the ships to 
. take that wheat. 
a This Bill also provides some power 
u the censorship, and, consequently, 


_ Intelligence Branch . of the 


a Pick that sha Pedic cen ‘hat ee 


~ Senate. All these criticisms refer to- 
- matters that de not come under the War 
large of the Bill has assured the Senate 


a 00] are dealt with under Acts other. 


h the censorship, confers power | 


Bul. 


Defence Department. I do not Shinke 
honorable senators need reminding about — 


the very prominent exhibition that 


\was made by the intelligence officer Lae 


Sydney when giving evidence in connexion 
with the Irish internees. | When asked 


_who Wolfe Tone was, he said he was a z 


man who was killed in a motor accident 
in 1916, and he also made some silly re- — 
marks abou Robert Emmet. This same 


man, who is in charge of the Intelligence — 


Department in Sydney—a city consisting — 


of 750,000 people—and whose reports I 


have no doubt have great weight with 
the Minister, will, under this Bill, still 
be armed with a good deal of authority ; 
over civilian occupations. I saw this self- — 


_ same man about two years ago enter and — 
take possession of a newspaper office, seize 


all the publications, and destroy the type, ~ 
and so on, because he had made-a report, — 
I presume, with regard to the excessive 
zeal of that paper about the internment — 
of the Germans. Your ruling, sir, pre- 
cludes me frem alluding specifically to — 
one or two matters which J wished to men- 
tion, but I think, generally speaking, id ag 
can say, from official answers given in the © 
Senate, and documents which have been — 
printed by order of the Printing Com- 
mittee, that the replies that have been — 
given by a certain legal Department of the — 
Commonwealth consist entirely of special 
pleading, and, to a large extent, oman lai 


the arts of the Police Court attorney. 


The exasperating treatment of re-~ 
putable men who come over to Melbourne — 
in connexion with their legitimate busi-' 
ness still continues. A week or two ago — 
I was asked by.a friend at the Oriental 
Hotel—this is in connexion with a 
Treasury regulations that restrict the for-_ 
mation of new companies—to give him a 
hand. He is a most respected and well- 
known solicitor in Sydney, and has oceu- 
pied many public positions. His story 
was that on the previous day he had been 
kept on the door-mat of the Treasury, — 
not waiting to see the Acting Prime Min- 
ister, or the Secretary of the Department, — 
but. to see some official or other. He had 
been kept waiting all the morning and all 
the afternoon, and had: been unable to 
obtain an interview, although he had 
come over from Sydney specially for the 
specific case that he was- on. 


ete 
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ie: by 


fo kan 


war stock 
- market were done in Melbourne, and, con- 

‘sequently, depreciated the Sydney quo- 
tion for war stock by at least 4 per. 
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I wish to allude to the secrecy that 
exists in regard to some of the govern- 
mental operations. Not long ago, owing 
to various complaints that had been made 
to me by members of the Sydney Stock 
Exchange, and which, after investigation, 
I found justifiable, that the purchases of 
and war bonds from the 


cent. 


The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 


-, Givens).—Will the honorable senator 


tell me how he. proposes to connect that 
matter with the War Precautions Act? 

Senator PRATTEN.— Yes; because 
this actual thing is done under the pro- 
visions and powers of that Act. 

The PRESIDENT.—The purchase and 
sale of stock is not done under that Act. 

Senator PRATTEN.—Then the with- 
holding of information is. I asked, 


“What is the amount of purchases made | 


monthly to the Ist Octobér of Govern- 
ment war stock, bonds, or certificates; 
what brokers are employed, what com- 


mission is paid, what price is being given, 


and where is the stock being bought ?’’ 


TT received answers stating that in August 


£154,500 worth was bought, and in 
September, £70,000 worth odd, but that 
it was inadvisable that the name of the 
broker should be disclosed; that the Go- 
vernment pays no commission, that it 
pays the market price of the day, and 
that it was considered that in the public 
interest the places of operation should not 
be stated. 

The PRESIDENT.—That matter does 
not come under the War Precautions Act. 
I have already asked the honorable sena- 
tor not to go beyond the provisions of that 
~The operations he speaks of are 
carried out under the provisions of quite 
another measure. The Minister does not 
require the authority of the War Pre- 
cautions Act to withhold information. 
He can do so whenever he chooses. I 
must ask the honorable senator to keep 
strictly to the subject before the Chair. 

Senator PRATTEN.—I shall endeavour 
to keep strictly ‘within the four corners 


. of a very large and engrossing subject. 


We have seen in connexion with the ille- 
gitimate honey shipments what a_ big 


scope there is, in the matter of freight ie ) 
England, for making money. I am glad — 
the Government took the action it did in 
hanging up that shipment at Brisbane, — 
and hope that the prosecution which the 
Government have decided upon under the 


_War Precautions Act will be pressed to 


the bitter end. 
I understand that since this ne 


ment began we have had no prorogation, 


and that when we rise and sit again it is _ 
merely a continuation of one session. IT 
gather that this is because of war condi- ; 
tions. In August, 1917, Mr. Jensen, the 
then Minister for Customs, brought down 
Re abe Excise and Customs sche- | 
ule 


The PRESIDENT.—Will the igantes 
able senator tell me how he connects that 
matter with this Bill? 


Senator PRATTEN.—I. claim, as a re- - 
presentative of the people in the Senate, 
my right to discuss-Customs and Excise: mH 
reductions and additions 7 


The PRESIDENT.—The hones 
senator will have a perfect right to discuss 
them when the proper time comes. On — 
this Bill is not the proper time, and he ~ 
cannot be permitted to do it now. The — 
fact that we had no prorogation of Parlia- 
ment, but only adjournments from time — 
to time, is due to the action of Parlia- — 
ment itself, and not to the War Precau- — 
tions Act. It has been done Dy. resolu- y 
tions of each House. 


Senator PRATTEN—I , onder a ; 
that it is because of the state of war cn 
ing. 

The PRESIDENT.—It has nothing to) 
do with the War Precautions Act. : ihe: 

Senator PRATTEN.—But because: Or 
the éxisting state of war, this Parliament — 
is precluded from discussing those very 
vital things. <7 ta . 

The PRESIDENT.—Order! ITants cae 
ask the honorable senator not to discuss — 
that matter. Parliament is not precluded — 
from discussing anything. Ample oppor- = 
tunities are given to every honorable’sena- — a 
tor to discuss everything when the proper | a 
time arrives, but the honorable senator — 
cannot be allowed to discuss everything on — 
the one Bill. The Standing Oraeh “are | 
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at 


Teinphatic that as remarks must a Réle- 
vant to that Bill, and to that Bill _only. 
[ must ask the honorable senator to obey 
my ruling. ° 


all obey your ruling; but the Minister 
charge of the Bill will bear me out 
‘when I say that I gave notice of specific 
~ questions in order to have that matter dis- 
~ eussed, : 

The PRESIDENT.—The honorable 
senator must not disobey my ruling. He 
. must. not allude to that matter again. 
Senator PRATTEN.—I turn, then, to 
the question of Boards and Committees 
ie formed under the War Precautions Act. 
If a close study is made of the names of 
_ the members of those Boards and Commit- 
tees, there will be found a considerable 
-amount of interlocking business friend- 
ships. No man who is familiar with the 
trade and commerce of the Commonwealth 
will deny my statement. I do not argue 
that we should put round pegs into square 
holes, or square pegs into round holes, in 
- fixing the membership of these Commit- 
Bes, but I do hold that they should not 
_ eonsist so largely of parties interested in 
“: the particular matters they control. We 
a are, in connexion with this Administra- 
4 _ tion, losing sight of the golden rule, that 
& ofos firm should be placed by the Govern- 

ment in a position of control whereby 
= ~ “oF may be able to make profit out of it. 


about Sir John Michael Higgins, the 
Honorary Metallurgical Adviser to the 
Government. My investigations show 
_ that he has more power in his single hand 
han any man in Australia is justified in 
aving. He controls not only the whole 
ool trade of Australia, but also the whole 
tal trade of Australia. He has told us, 
parliamentary paper which has been 
inted and distributed, that he is not a 
Government official, but has been “ requi- 
sitioned ” under the War Precautions Act. 
I think I shall be perfectly in order in 
alluding to any gentleman who has been 
- requisitioned, like ships, woollen fac- 
‘ Tories, motor cars, or anything else, under 
he powers of that Act. This metal ques- 

ny, iad the contre! of metals under the 
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Senator PRATTEN.—Of course, I 


_ I presume I shall be in order in speaking ~ 
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Senator Russstr —No; the embargoes 
Hea are issued under the Customs _ 
‘Senator PRATTEN.—The Minister’s _ 
own chief, the Acting Prime Minister, — 
gave, in another place as one of his rea- 
sons for the extension of this Act the fact — 
that the metal question must be further — 
controlled: That question gives me a 
considerable amount of concern. 
the war powers of the Government, there 
have been formed a Copper Producers As- 
sociation and a Zine Producers Associa- 
tion, and an attempt is being made to 


fies a Tin Producers Association. There 


is also a Lead Smelters Association, and — 
on all these bodies I understand Sir John 


Higgins is the Government nominee and ~ 
I have no quarrel with 
any organization or company that in- 
tend to erect further smelting works and. . 
expend capital and energy in further de- — 


representative, 


veloping the smelting of Australian ores; : 


but the copper organization is peculiarly 


constituted. It consists of a number — 
of large copper producers, who 


copper shall be sold, so far as they are : 


concerned, outside the association for a 


term of fifty years. I do not say there - 
is very much wrong with that; but it is 
wrong to prevent, py virtue of Govern- 


ment control and Government restric. 


tions, any other company from selling its 
products, when peace is declared, in the © 
open markets of the world. A policy 
like that ig going to do more than any- — 
thing else to retard the mining develop- 
ment of Australia. It means, practi- 


cally, that no little mine can be started. 


All the small producers must sell their 
copper to this association, and place 
themselves entirely in its hands as to the 
returns for their product and the time 
that elapses before the money is paid. 
The same might be said concerning the 
Zine Producers Association, and generally 
with regard to the control of metals. 
While I am not quarrelling with any 


combination of big interests for the de- 


velopment of smelting of our own ores 
within our own’ borders, I am quarrelling 
with an organization that, backed by the 


powers of the Government, is bound to 


Under — 


have : 
banded themselves together under an 
association and an agreement that no 
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control iis product of all the other mines” 
under an¥_circumstances. : 


of Boards and Committees very much 
further; but I wish to say that the ten- 
dency of administration appears to be in 
the direction of making the big. man 
bigger and the small man smaller. -I 
am sorry to go into details, but I want 
~ te give one illustration of the position 
_ that is being created in connexion with 
the war powers of the Government. 
_ Elder, Smith and Company is a very 
_ reputable and highly-esteemed firm, but 


_ was friendly with the firm ? = 
I do not desire to pursue this question : 


~ ib seems to me to be an unwise policy to" 


- give firms like this so much power, con- 
trol, and representation in connexion with 
: Government activities. It may be only 
a coincidence, but I believe Sir John 
Higeins has had an office in the same 
building as Elder, Smith and Company 
for some time, and there exists a close 
personal friendship between him and that. 
firm. 


Senator Pzarcy.—What is the insinua-. ister desires, that these powers may have — 


tion? 

Senator PRATTEN.—There is no in- 
sinuation at all. JI only 
the facts, and confine myself to facts. 
_ challenge another inquiry. All I want to 
say is that when the firm of Elder, Smith 
and Company, who had never bought a 
pound of tin before, were appointed sole 
agents for the purchase of tin; the tin- 
producers of Australia have a right to 


I 


kick. The trade is worth £1,000,000 a_Copper Producers Association, while | 


year; and as one who is interested in 


the tin-mining industry in Malaya, I 


Can say that Mibile the tin producers of 
_ Australia have been appealing to the 
_ Government to. finance them—which the 
Government have promised to the ex- 


tent of £225 per ton—the companies they ought not to be so represented? 


with which I am associated in Malaya, 


on the 6th December gold 10 tons of tin | am only making this statement 


on a metallic basis of £245 per ton at 


Penang, and there was no suggestion at created. 


all that there was going to be any stop- 
‘page in the purchase of tin there. In 
view of this, I think we have a right to 
raise our protest with regard to the posi- 


tion in this country, and ask why the tin firm, however big it mav be, ‘beca 


producers of this country cannot sell their 
product at the market ,price. 


Senator Prarce.—Do ‘you suggest that And when them representative ee 


ieee Smith » and ae toe! were 


want to state normal conditions the better it valle pete ewe 


_[senare ] 


pointed pine acon Sir John. Hi 
Senator PRATTEN.—No, I belioee B03 
Elder, Smith, and Company have been 
appointed agents because they are agents 
for the British Munitions Department for 
the purchase of other metals, and that, — 
probably haying satisfactorily done ‘this Be 
business, they are asked to undertake the. 
agency for tin. But I do not think ib” 
fair that a firm which has not been in 
the tin trade before should be given J 
monopoly, while other persons who have 
been engaged in the smelting and ship- ~— 
ment of tin are absolutely excluded. I 
say that, under the War Precautions 
Act, the Government have been doing 
things that are very much resented Dy. 8 
firms who are kept out in the cold oy 
these regulations. I vive this statement: — 
about Elder, Smith, and Company as | c 
illustration of the monopolistic omen 
that is being created under-the War Pre 
cautions Act. I will admit, if the Mas Bes 


been necessary during war ‘me, ee 
argument. is that the sooner we ‘revert 0... 


for Australia. 

I do not want to be in any wav per- 
sonal, and consequently I do wot wish | 
to pursue this subject too far: but Be ats 
think it is fair to say that Elder, Smith, 
and Company are also. represented on ‘the 
Overseas Shipping Board and vpon t 1 


Melbourne manager of the ‘firm ‘gC 
man: of the Metal Exchange, end t 
are interested in other activities, so t 
since the war began they have had 
gorgeous years of profits. . hae 

Senator Pzarcr.—Do you ‘say aa 


‘Senator PRATTEN.—Certainly Bote 
an 
illustration of ‘the position ‘that ‘has ‘bee 
Senator Prance. Is ae wrong? ce at 
is the question. -_ . 
Senator PRATTEN. ot think | 
wrong ‘to give too much control t 


one shipping firm gets on the - 
or four smaller firms are * 


Metal Board others | ee 


rnment to consider this aspect. 
Snpemnee re 

The commercial community is 
these things, and is jealous, for 


t satisfy perhaps a dozen others. 
not wish. to say. very much more. 
et that, although I am a member of 


BARCE. Bid you — say a 
‘generous ’’ supporter! 
” generous ” 


te s opposed to a ? gup- 


‘of the 


a Peas as it is of the 
States, to deal with these matters in a 
_ thorough manner, 
_ perfectly well aware that the Government 
want to get all the business through by 


da Honker, is dedi ie is a sek pes a) we 


: ee it will not be toucht that 1 am 
ated by any personal reason whatso- 
sr in speaking as I have spoken. I say 
rhesitatingly to the Government, and to 
colleague (Senator Millen), who has 
just. returned to the chamber, 
oicing my opposition to. the War Pre- 
c 2utions. Act I am voicing the opinions 
he yast majority of my constituents in 
South Wales on both sides. I have 
ed to certain resolutions that have 


ions. The business community is 
ng with indignation at what is going 


s rolong these powers. 
Government to consider as soon 
‘ean, and announce as early as pos- 


led, and how soon trade and 
can revert to pre-war condi- 
-am glad to know that leading 
eipyant are considering very carefully 
hat regulations can be dropped. I 
hould like to see the Government obtain 
vices of one or two accountants — 


y satisfy one firm or one man 


National rises and a pe Sate 


PRATTEN. —I sald ae veene: 


sagbedlgg “abies Bact: (he 


and. although I am 


next Thursday so as to send us home safe 
and sound for the Christmas holidays 


-thatoip— 


passed by representative business as- - 


and no- vote of mine will be given 
Tt is the duty 


what regulations can be immedia- 


Bill. 


lawyers, As a member of the Gente for. 


the last eighteen months T feel that, owing: 2 


to the operation of this Act, members. of | 
Parliament have become largely Antog? - 
matons. We have very little say in the” 
government of this country. Everything us 
is done by regulation, I feel that in 
eaking ag I have on this subject £ have 
ae been doing my duty by trying ‘to 


put the commercial aspect of the case and — 
the views of my constituents before the — 


Senate, and I hope that as a result of © 
what. I. have said the Government will, 


in the near future, jettison the whole of 


the regulations now restricting trade. and 
commerce in every direction. ~ : 
Senator McDOUGALL (New ‘Soute : 
Wales) [8.59).—As we have “had two. 
long speeches from two of the Leaders of 
the Opposition—Senators Gardiner and x 
Pratten—in regard to this Bill, I shall — 
endeavour to be as brief as possible. But 
{ desire to put on record one or two facts, — os 
and to enter my protest agaimst the con- 
tinuation of the War Precautions Act. — 
I was one of ‘those who assisted to place 
it on the statute-book for a specific pur- 
pose. But we were then given to under- — 
stand that it would be used only in cases 
of emergency and when Parliament owas 
not sittmg. That undertaking has no ee 
been fulfilled. The Act has not been — 
used in cases of emergency, but on every 
possible occasion it has been used to fur- : 
ther the interests of the Government. ee 
has been used to enable the Executive 
to do by regulation what, under normal 
she aaa should be done by legislation. 
Of course, the Minister for Defence 


(Senator Pearce) has argued that in 


ordinary circumstances our Constitu-- 
tion would not permit us to deal with 
the matters which are dealt with by the 
principal Act. I hold that the honorable 
gentleman should indicate precisely the 
regulations the operation of which the 


Government desire to continue, and also 
_ those regulations which they are prepared 


to rescind. If they will agree to repeal 


all regulations which oppress the Spawn 


community—the class which Senator 
Pratten represents, as well ‘as the class 
to which I belong—I shall welcome their 
proposal. If they will consent to con- 
tinue only those regulations which are 
necessary for the maintenance of the ac- 


2 os pusiness men to advise the « tivities which have pees cream rege. 
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war time, I shall not raise my voice in — 


opposition to them. But we know per- 
fectly well that the war period has 
finished—that the conflict is over. In 
asking for an extension of these powers, 
therefore, the Government are asking 
Parliament to shatter the Constitution 
and to govern the Commonwealth by mar- 
tial law. That was never intended when 


“we placed the War Precautions Act upon. 


our statute-book. 


The people of this country were willing 
to submit to anything while the war was 
raging, but now that the war is over, the 
Act has become intolerable, because it 
interferes with legitimate business and 
_ with the people’s rights and liberties. 

_ Under its provisions scores of Boards and 
Commissions have been created, whose. 


functions may have been desirable, 
or even necessary, during war time, 
but are certainly neither necessary 


nor useful in the conduct of the coun- 
try’s business during time of peace. 
These bodies have been clothed with 
powers which are unconstitutional under 
existing circumstances—powers 
they should not enjoy in peace time. It 
has been asserted that difficulties have 
been created through the administration 
of the Act, difficulties which cannot be 
overcome. If that be so, it is a good rea- 


son for not making this form of govern-- 


ment permanent, because the longer the 
Act remains in force the more difficult 
will the situation become, with the result 
_ that we shall never get rid of govern- 
ment by regulation. Even in peace.time 
there is too much of government by regu- 
lation, instead of government by Statute 
law. No doubt, those who are using 
these arbitrary powers will not relish the 
loss of them. But I submit that we 
should follow the example of America, 
which, immediately the armistice was 
signed,, abolished the censorship, lock, 
stock, and barrel. In Britain, too, the 
Imperial Government have declared that 
there is no longer any necessity for the 
stringent censorship which was exercised: 
during the war. Why cannot Australia 
follow her example? Whilst in Britain 
almost all the conditions governing: the 
Defence of the Realm Act have been 
abolished, in Australia the censorship has 
| prevented the sale of books and periodicals 
which have been circulated freely 
- Senator McDougall. 
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which - 


trate said to him, 


Bil ee 


fe 4 


throughout the rest of the world. Ihave 
no desire to deal with the censorship 
question exhaustively, because it has — 
already been discussed very effectively 
by Senator Gardiner. What. > he? as 
stated “this afternoon in  refer- 
ence to the editor of a certain Labour 
newspaper whose articles are always 
good is absolutely correct» That editor 
copied the Sermon on the Mount in the 
form of a newspaper article, and sub- 
mitted it to the censor, who censored ib, 
because he did not know what it was. be 
The regulation to which I chiefly take — 
exception is that which gives p- 
limited power to magistrates to deal with 
cases arising under the principal Act. 
Under this regulation, which is No. 52, 
the secretary of the union to which ese 
belong was fied a large sum for no 
offence whatever. He was charged with — 
having in his possession a copy of the - 
regulations in connexion with certain 
dockyard work. | 


Senator GuTHrRiz. oo ears hear | vane 


Senator McDOUGALL. — The Com- — 
modore has spoken, so it is all right. 
These regulations had reference to cost- 
ing work, and a copy of them is in the 
hands of dozens of men in the dockyard. 
But because this particular individual — Se 
was found with an entry in his note-book, - 
only an extract, from one of the regula. 
tions, he was prosecuted. If I were to — 
go over to Sydney to-morrow I will 
undertake to say that I could get a copy — 
of the regulations to which I refer from 
dozens of men. These regulations motelyge oe 
relate to the costing of work. They par-— - 
take much of the nature of the card sys- 
tem. As showing that no offence had — 
been committed by this man, the magis- — 
“Tf you will supply 
us with the name of the individual who 
gave you this copy of the regulate) ‘wise he 
will withdraw the charge.’ This he re-_ @ 
fused to do. The accused was, therefore, — 
fined £25, with £5 5s. costs, and this 
with his private costs, brought the amou 
he had to pay to about £50. Tha 
what a magistrate can do under our | 
Precautions Act. . yee ag 

Then the regulation which prevents the 2 
holding of eee although it may a i 


ane tae 
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Bil. 
‘ee : 
‘ig Period} tele certainly not to be con- Pearce, in introducing it the other 
tinued now that the struggle is over. To day, and his deliverance then  re- 


do so is to commit an outrage on the 
fiberties of the people. If individuals 
offend against the laws of the Common- 
wealth, “let. them be prosecuted, and 
either fined or imprisoned.. But in Eng- 
a _ land, when I was there, 
liberty to attend meetings in almost every 
street without being interfered with. 
ie The same class of people are allowed to 
a take their place in the British Parlia-~ 
ment. I object to giving magistrates so 
much power as is conferred upon them 
_by the principal Act, and I equally ob- 
ject to giving the military authorities so 
much power. Fortunately for a number 


ie of those against whom charges were laid 


under that Act, those charges failed, be- 
cause they were laid by persons who were 
not acquainted with the law of their 
own country. I was subjected to one 

of these prosecutions for no offence what- 
ever. I called no witnesses, because I 

was satisfied that the charge ould fail, 
as, in fact, it did. But the authorities 
allowed the military police to initiate a 
_ prosecution against me under the War 
Precautions Act. That sort of thing 
_ should cease. Whilst we were at war 
_ there may have been some reason for 
that measure, but now that the war has 

ceased I shall not be a party to extend- 

‘ing its operations for a single day. 

__ If the Government hold that there are 
certain activities in respect of which the 
War Precautions Act should be con- 

tinued, by all means let us know what 
they \ are. 
the Act on the statute-book in order 
» that they may harass alike the manufac- 
. _ turers ‘and the workers of this country, 
~ -as well as their political opponents. I 
‘ shall not detain honorable senators by 
rat ‘reading at length the documents which I 
ee ave here, but I shall content myself 
with: voting against the Bill, on the 
broad principle that any extension of the 
principal Act would harass both manu- 
_ facturers and workers by ee with 
their liberties. 
fae Senator FERRICKS (Queensland) 
aa 10]. — It is my intention to vote 
against the second-reading of this Bill. 
te T listened very carefully to the remarks 
= pa ss ‘Minister 


one was at. 


-them.” 


But Ministers wish to keep 


-haps, 5 per cent. 


Aations. 
~cutions launched, and penalties imposed 


for Defence (Senator 


minded me very much of the speech 


which he made on the occasion of the 


passing of the principal Act through this 
Chamber in 1914. Had I been present 


in the Senate on that occasion I would 


have acquiesced in that measure, just as 
did other honorable senators, believing 
that some form of War Precautions Act 
was necessary in time of war. Upon 
neither of the occasions to which I have 
referred did the Minister seek to justify 
the action of the Government. He merely 
said, in effect, ‘ Give us these powers, and 
trust to the Government not to overdo 
That was the position which he 
took up in 1914. We were then told that, 
though it was necessary to arm the Go- 
vernment with these powers, they would 
never be used against the great mass of 
the people, or for political purposes, 
but only for the suppression of the 
exploiter in the matter of foodstuffs — 
and other commodities. We were 
assured that people who offended against 
the welfare of the country would 
be prosecuted, but that personal liberty 
would not be interfered with. The 
Senate, therefore, unanimously accorded 
the Government the powers which they 
sought, the granting of which has since 

been bitterly rued by the Labour party. — 
We have, however, profited by our experi- 
ence during the past four years. During 
that period we have noted that the pro- 
visions of the Act have not been put 
into operation against the food exploiter 
and*profiteer. The revelations made this 
afternoon by (Senator Pratten in the 
course of his excellent speech, conclusively 
prove that even the commercial commu- 
nity are labouring under very grave dis- 
abilities by reason of the operation of the 
regulations framed under the Act, with 
the exception of a chosen few, of, per- 
The other 95 per cent. 
are the victims of the privileges accorded 
to the 5 per cent. by virtue of these regu- 
We have repeatedly seen prose- 


in respect of individuals, not for the pro- 
tection of the national safety, but for the 
safety of a political party in the Com- 
monwealth—and that party was not the 
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-Eabour party. To-day we can judge the 
attitude of Ministers only in the hight of . 
eur experience of the past few years. 
Promises have been made to us in con- 
nexion with this Bill similar to those 
which were made four years ago. How 
have the latter been fulfilled? They have 
been utterly ignored. For that reason I 
contend that it is not safe to vest any 

Government with the powers that are 
conferred by the principal Aet. Jt is true, 

as. we know to our cost, that the action 

taken on many occasions against Labour 

newspapers and against Labour meetings 
~ has not. been taken for the reason that the 
welfare of Australia was at stake. Such 
action can only have been taken for the 
political safety of ths supporters vs the 
Government. 
-Among the newspapers and periodicals 

which have been prohibited in Australia 
under the War Precautions regulations 

_ there are publications which have been 
eirculated freely in Great Britain during’ 
the past eg hay IT will . mention 

ne: 1 the Labour: 
Rides newspaper published iz Len-— 
don, and openly and ordinarily sold im 
the streets. But a person in Australia 
who possesses. a copy of this paper renders 

- himself liable. to six months’ imprison- 
ment under the War Precautions Act, or 
to fines amounting to £100, or to both. 
Can any honorable senator ‘justify that ? 
Yet no protest, has been made by. honor- 
able senators opposite: Many of them, 
as well as people outside, jeered at. those 
of us who have sought to protest. All 
sorts of epithets have been hurled at us 

- because we resented this form of inter- 
ference with the political and. civil liber- 
ties of citizens. We think that a form 
of censorship may be necessary in time of 

-- war. That is, if we hold the convictions 

regarding censorship which we had held 
prior -to this war. Before Australia’s 
active participation in the world struggle. 
we fondly believed that the censorship 
system had to be brought into vogue dur- 
ing war time to prevent news from reach- 
ing the enemy. After our four years’» 
experience we now know better. We are 

- convinced that the censorship has been 

aimed, not at withholding information 

from the enemy on the other side of the 

- world, but at. preventing the sa os 

Senator Ferricke. : . en, 
Me ee SS nee alee he 


— 
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“reaching. "ahs “people: of Australia. 


was originally turned down by the cen-— BS 
sor when sent to him from the Labour — 


is a remarkable fact that during the four 
years of war now happily at an end there 
has been marked discrimination in the Sy = 
treatment meted eut to different papers. 
I cannot emphasize that’ more strongly — Bh 
than to say that Labour publications in fa 
Melbourne—the Labour Call, the Social- — 

ist, and others—have had their copy 

blue-peneilled and rejected by the cen 
sor, and then have found that the we. 
same matter has been published either in < 
the Argus or the Age, or both. Those Se 
Labour papers have had their material ~ 
refused, while exactly the same news has 
been permitted to be published in the 
other papers. - Actually, the Labour — : 
papers have taken and reprinted from the: 

Argus or the Age the exact matter which — 


i oF eat a Sc 
f oe CAS ae tel 
¢ fl Sp le” FRA se ec 


offices, That state of affairs has been 
tolerated in Australia for four years; 
and those who have protested, both frie 
and outside of Parliament, have received 
no sympathy. In fact, men are in gaol eo 4 
for having protested against just such — 
outrages. : 
I remind honorable senators of went sy 


Mr. Hughes did durmg one of his: mental — 


aberrations -consequent fan certain — exe 
periences im Queensland. By a stroke of 
the pen and the issue of a regulation _ 
under the War Precautions Act-—-not on 
the part of the Government, or of the 
Minister for Defence, or of the milthary. és 
authorities—the Prime Minister insti- 
tuted the Commonwealth Police Force 

and. it has cost Australia some thousand 
of pounds since. Most people. realiz 
now, and are prepared to admit, >that 


that was a freak action on the part-of the — 
Prime Minister. 


But. the unhappy fact 
is that such an action could have been 
taken: under the powers possessed. ky the’ ~ 

Government—powers. which override the _ 
National Parliament itself. As a mat- — 
ter of fact, I believe the Prime Minister 
went to Queensland for the Rey 
son of ‘‘ kicking up. a hullabaloo,’ an: 
certainly succeeded in doing so, | 
ing the past four years would any § ; 
have dared to make a statement 
Mr. Hughes has uttered since he | | 
in England latterly? _ wou 
happened to a man’ who had employ 
the same sete ES sini cons 


cept eo re majeure. ‘3 te iaasle 
senators to imagine that just prior to the 
conscription referenda, when there was 
so much talk about the Imperial Parlia- 
_ ment enforcing conscription if the vote 
of the Australian people failed to do so, 
an anti-conscriptionist speaker had pub- 
- licly uttered the view that Great Britain 
could never impose conscription. upon. us, 
except by force majeure. What would 

_-have happened to that man? He 


option, Yet the Prime Minister has 
gone to the other side of the world and 
given expression to 


~ fare. 
3 e L his afternoon Senator “Gardiner per- 

 tinently referred to the late John Dun- 
_ more Lang. It is a good job for the 
late Mr. Lang that he did not live in 
Australia while the war was on. And it 
is a good thing for the late Mr. Justice 
Higinbotham, of Victoria, that he was 
not alive during the past four years to 
give expression to the writings and senti- 
ments associated with his name. Both 
- would have gone the way of scores of 
~ others—to gaol. 

_ Senator Srenror. —When things are dif- 
- ferent they are not the same. - 
_ Senator FERRICKS. — They can be 
made to serve the same purpose, and that 
has been done time after time. The 
_ Courts,.and the so-called Intelligence 
ureau of the Government, took fine 
care that things, which might have been 
different, were made the same. That 
‘elates to evidence and to everything 


og the deportation of aliens. Oeaatar 
iner, very properly, stated to-day 
‘S if aliens are to be deported such a 
serious matter would surely warrant an 
Act of Parliament. If the Australian 
is Government are thinking about deport- 
ing Austrians, let them form an inde- 
lependent opinion. _ But the argument 
vanced by Senator Pearce was that we 

Id have to wait and see what Great 


would have got six months without the 


sentiments which 
would have not been tolerated in Aus- 
tralia during the past four years of war- — 


Federal Government: assistance. 


- wooden ships. 
such vessels. will be quickly terminated. . 


Bill. 


tain proceeded with the. deportation of 
aliens Austraha would do the same. 


legislation from other parts of the world. 


Australia must think and decide for it- — 
self on all-important national matters. — 
If’it is necessary to deport aliens—which © 
~ I do not admit, and would oppose—let 
the Government have backbone enough to — 


come to a decision for themselves. Lok | 
us not witness a humiliating spectacle 


such as was seen when the Prime Minister — 
returned previously from Great Britain © 


and announced that the welfare of the 
Empire depended upon the passage 
through the Commonwealth Legislature 
of the Daylight Saving Bill, seeing that 
a similar measure had been passed _ 
through ‘the Imperial Parliament, | 

Senator Crawrorp. — I thought the 
Commonwealth followed the Phos As of 


_ Tasmania there. 


Senator FERRICKS. — The reason 


which I have just given was the one ad- 4 


vanced by the Prime Minister at that 


time. And what a farce the Daylight 
Saving Act proved!. Did we not see the 
Prime Minister returning, and with | 


feverish haste, announcing that we must — 
‘copy America’s system of building wooden 


ships? . America was doing so, therefore — 
Australia must do the same. What is 
the position to-day? Thinking people | 


__ foresaw that the building of wooden ships — 
would prove a mistake — that wooden. 


Britain might do, and that if Great oi 
As 


an Australian, I say that we have had ~ 
enough of this copying blindfolded — of 


tina eagle 


ships could not hope .to compete with kd 


to-date steel vessels. 
Senator Baxuar. — They are building 
wooden ships in Tasmania now without 


Senator FERRICKS—I think the 
Commonwealth Government are realizin 
that it is a mistaken policy to bui 
I hope the construction a 


Many other things have keen done 
under the powers provided by this Act 
and its regulations, 


which are far re- 7 


moved from the assurance which the Go- | 


vernment originally gave that the mea- 


suré would be employed only in the in-— : 


terests of national safety. 
get the numbers of those now interned 
in camps and prisons for the most ely) 
offences, or upon manufactured evidence. 


~ 


T do not for- — 


; 


sf 
“a 


aod 
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There was a foolish man in Brisbane 
named Thomas Fagan who wrote a letter 
_to the Brisbane Daily Mail. He was 
prosecuted for the sentiments contained 
in that letter. He was fined £10, or 
£12 8s, in all. He had to find sureties 
also to the extent of £50 that he would 
not offend again. He paid the fine and 
found the sureties. Then he was seized 


Department and sent to gaol at Darling- 
-hurst, Sydney. Will the Minister “con- 
f tend hat a man who expresses republi- 


| 
| by Intelligence officers from the Defence 


ean sentiments in a letter written to a 


newspaper is a dangerous man? Is he 
not rather a foolish man? Yet this man 
was fined and paid the penalty, found 
" sureties that he would not offend again, 
a and then was interned, notwithstanding 
the fact that he had a family of seven 
or eight children. Although he has been 
interned, strange to say his sureties have 
not been ¢streated, and that requires 
some explanation. I brought up the case 
; here of another man named Schache, an 
- Australian of the second generation. "Be- 
cause, as secretary of a Labour organiza- 
tion, ‘he received a circular through the 
post in common with hundreds of other 
Labour secretaries, prior to the conscrip- 


i 


tion referendum, -he was taken away from 
his wife and family and interned, and so 


: far as I know is still interned. 


That 
man does not know to this day why he 
was placed in an internment camp. The 
conviction in Queensland is that he was 
interned primarily to buttress up a pro- 
secution then pending by the Prime Min- 

ister against Mr. Ryan, Mr. Theodore, 
co Mr. McDonnell, secretary to - the 

Labour Executive in Queensland, on a 


_ charge of conspiracy. The share ‘of this ~ 


unfortunate man in the conspiracy was 
that as the secretary of a Labour organ- 
ization he received a cireular. He was 
interned under the War Precautions Act, 
and has been kept in an internment camp 
_@ver since on purely political grounds. 
Wo other reason can be given for his 
arrest and detention. When we know 
that there are dozens of similar cases it 
_eannot be wondered that we object when 
the Government ask for a renewal of the 
trust which they have betrayed. 


- Senator Ferricks. 


[SENATE.] Bs 


“manufacture some other pretext for a 


Bill. 


Senator hee ae —There must have 
been something more than the honorable 
senator has suggested for the arrest of 
the man to whom he has referred. He 


cannot expect us to believe that the rea- 


son he has given is the only reason. 

Senator FERRICKS.—If it was not 
the reason, 1s it not fair that he should 
be told what the reason was, or that. 
those who have inquired on his behalf 
should be told the reason for his arrest — 
and detention? ~— ae 

Senator Buessrin® -tosablely aces 

Senator FERRIGKS.—When we have ~— 
asked what this man was charged with 
we have received no information. Sena- — 
tor Pearce will admit et he “will: not 3 aes 
tell the reason. Be 

Senator Prarcr.—I do not admit that 
the honorable senator’s allegations are — 
correct. They are very far from being 
correct. 

Senator FERRICKS.—1I had : from a 
the mouth of Senator Pearce himself that __ 
he would not tell methe reason whyanother 
man was arrested. When I asked him 
the reason he said, “I cannot tell you. 

Do you not see, Ferricks, that if I said 

that this man was charged with saying 
something, he would remember having 

said it in the presence of Jones, Smith, 

or Thompson, and then it would be known 
that Jones, Smith or Thompson was a 
secret service officer, and that must not — 
be known.” When I asked what this man 
was charged with, the Minister for De- 
fence honestly and candidly said ‘that he 
could not tell me, because the system = 
would not permit of it. God knows, that. foam 
system was bad enough in time of war, 
and I ask, Is it to be continued now that 
the war is over? 3 <a 

The Minister has repeated with em- — 
phasis the statement that the war is over. 
I believe it is, and God knows we all 
hope that it is. But I ask what 
warrant is¢there for the Government — 
asking the Senate to give them another 
blank cheque. I fear that this Wlar Pre-— 
cautions Act will not disappear from the _ 
statute-book on the 31st July. I fear 
that the Government will find or will. sei 


further extension of its operation. They _ 
have their majority, and they can do it 


~\ 
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ta they’. Aedes. Protests from this side 

will be vain. It is only the force of 

~ public opinion that will bring the objec- 

. tions to this measure home to the Govern- 

- ment. If they dared do so, in the face 

___ of public opinion, I believe that we should 

have extension after” extension ‘of the 

operation of the Act until we reached the 

er _ timé when we must go before the people 
at the elections. 

“2 Senator Szwntor.— The Government 

~. would be very foolish if they did that. 

Senator FERRICKS.—The honorable 
_- senator knows that we have had experi- 
= ence of what the Government are capable 
of, and were it not for their fear of the 
pressure of public opinion, I have not the 
slightest hesitation in saying that what I 
have mentioned would be done. I have 
shown what they have done_in Queens- 
land. They have taken men away from 
their families without reason. 
Senator Senror.—The honorable sena- 
tor cannot say that. 

Senator FERRICKS.—I can say it 
_ when they will not tell the man the reason, 
and TI do say it. Let the Government say 
on what charge these men were arrested, 

or else shut up on the subject of freedom 

and liberty. 

‘Senator Colonel Have. —The honor- 

able\senator talks a lot now that the war 
is over. 


+. 


Senator FERRICKS.—Senator Rowell 


faa admit that I said a jolly sight more 
than he did when the war was on. 
_ Senator Srntor.—Perhaps, if we had 
all talked as much there would have been 
| arcre trouble than there was. 
* Senator FERRICKS. —And, perhaps, 
fe Picse would have been more honesty. If 
_ the Minister for Defence were honest in 


2 
c= 


| the assurances which he asks the Senate 


e to accept he would not have waited until 
ere 


_ after the event to repeal the War Pre- 
eautions regulations which are not re- 
eed. He would have submitted to the 
Senate a list of regulations which had 
een repealed because they were no longer 
necessary, and it was not intended to use 
them. He would have told us that the 
2g regulation responsible for the censorship 
had been abolished, along with the regu- 
lation giving power to prevent the hold- 
oe me public meetings in Australia. He 
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would have said that he had repealed, be- 
cause it was no longer necessary, the re- a 
gulation under which people go into halls, 
in which public meetings are held, ‘and 
take shorthand reports of the utterances = 
of the speakers, as, I find from the news- — 
papers this morning, was. done in the — 
Melbourne Town Hall last night. Does — 
that kind of thing suggest good mtentions ~ 
on the part of the Minister administering — 
the War Precautions Act, or does it show 
that in future the powers of the Act are 
to be used only in connexion with the 
moratorium and the operations of finan- 
cial concerns? ~ No; it is an indication — 
that things are to continue in the same — 
old way. I have no doubt that, unless a — 
healthy public opinion is created which — 
will show the Government that these — 
things will not be tolerated; there will, to — 
a great extent, be a repetition of what — 
Australia has experienced during the past — 
four years. Honorable senators, in very — 


excellent speeches, have said that this is — 


a system. I think that Senator Pratten — 


‘said that he did not blame the Minister 


for Defence. JI disagree with the honor- © 
able senator in that respect. JI do blame 
Senator Pearce for what has taken place 
under the censorship and the muzzling Of 
the Labour party and the Labour press 
during the past four years. If the hon 
orable senator did not actually instigate; 
and order what has been done, he is none 
the less guilty because of his weakness in : 
allowing others to do it. He knew per- 
fectly well what was going on. Time 
after time if was mentioned in both — 
Houses of this Parliament and in every - 
State Parliament. We had the spectacle 
of the censor prohibiting the publication 
of a caricature of Mr. Hughes on the | 
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ground that it was inimical to the war 


efforts of Australia. 
Senator Prarce.—Has the honorable 


senator seen The Billy Book? . 


Senator FERRICKS,—Mr. Hughes’ 
has had his eyes opened since the time 
to which I am referring, which was just 
before the referendum campaign, and 
when feeling was running very high in 
Australia. About that time the Prime — 
Minister went to Sydney, and on one — 
occasion he commanded the proprietors — 
of the Sydney Sun to recall a whole 


ae 
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He told them that if they per- 


_ issue. 
sisted in distributing that issue he would 


send a possé of police and take possession _ 


‘ 

} 

of their offices. What was the offence 
committed in that issue? It was a state- 
_ ment that Mr. Hughes had had a some- 
' what poor reception when addressing a 
| meeting of unionists in Sydney. On that 


’ account, instructions were given by the. 


' Prime Minister to recall the whole of that 
| issue of the newspaper. I say that Sena- 
re tor Pearce knew very well what was going 
' on, and his chief offence in my eyes was 
t the weakness he displayed in allowing the 
military people to push him to the extent 


' they did. 

' Senator Colonel Rowxiit. — Where 
_ would we have been to-day, but for the 
- military people? — ‘ 


‘Senator FERRICKS.—There are a 
lot of military people in Australia who 
could have been spared very well for the 
_ war, but who took good care that they 
‘ would not be spared for it, and preferred 
| 


to stay here suppressing liberty m Aus- 
tralia. Senator Pearce concurred in all 
these things if he did not instigate them, 
and consequently I regard him as respon- 
sible for them. 

I know that at the es of the 
disruption in the Labour party, feel- 
ing ran very high even in this Cham- 
per, and I am inelined to believe that 
there was perhaps some spleen shown in 
the action taken against Labour news- 
papers and Labour organizations through- 
out the Commonwealth. Why were 
_ Labour offices and buildings raided by the 
Paihiecs m the dead of night? Why 
were Labour officials awakened from 
aa at the” point of the bayonet 
. and foreed to go down to their 
| offices to show that there was no 
| anti- conscription literature there? Ac- 
tions of that kind would never have been 
undértaken by the military unless they 
| bad a compliant Minister: whom they 
+ eould mould to their intentions. I take 
a Mr. Bruce Smith as an example of every- 
| thing that is against Labour. He is 
i Conservatism personified. He is typical 
of the hard-crusted Tory; but I believe 
that if the administration of the War 
| Precautions Act had been in the hands of 
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a gentleman of ae aoe: or kidney, ae ee 


~ officers in the crowds, as much as to ‘say, 


tion poll as taken.” 


people of Australia would have received a 


far better deal than they did receive from — A 
George Foster Pearce, the ex-Labour man. _ 


I honestly believe, after the experience — 

we have had, that if these powers were 
placed in the hands of a hard-crusted 
Conservative, less injustice would be cE 
suffered under them than was suffered 
by their exercise during the past four — 
years by the Minister for Defence. 
I believe the people would have had a 
better deal, because they would not have 
submitted to so much from a Bruce Smith 

or a Tory Government. — Realizing that 

the War Precautions powers were being 
pressed for for some time by a Labour 
Government, the people did their best to 


_ fall in wilh the desires of the Govern- 


ment and avoid the pains and penalties — 
of evasions’ of the Act; but, instead of — 
the military cult, or the Minister, prose — 
ing by the compliance of the people with — 
the Act, they went further They were 
given an ounce, and took a pound, and — : 2 
would have taken more if conscription — 
had been adopted © When speaking at 
public meetings, we used to observe the 2 
open sheers on the faces of the military é = 


SS . 


“We will have you after the conscrip-— 
We ought then to — 
have realized how far those people elle 
go, especially as we had seen how far 
they were prepared to go without con- 
scription. The Minister now asks us for _ 
a renewal of the trust which the Govern-— is 
ment have dragged in the gutter, and Taos 
for one, am not prepared to give it. In _ 
the future I shall be no party to giving 
such powers to any Government, espe- 
cially to a Government that could. ‘shel- — 
ter itself in office for a term of: three years pak: 
and put these powers into operation in- 
discriminately and unmercifully, irre- 
spective of the domestic and other conse- — 
eS to those who were the sufferers. 
he excuse they gave for the action they . 
took in certain cases was that ee eda : 
reason to believe that So-and-so was a 
danger to the Commonwealth. ‘An . 
or three people lucky enough 
in the employ'of the Defence Di 
ment as secret service _agents, or pro- 
beplx even te would _be egy 
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hae : 


mp without the victim being given an 
9) portunity to' defend himself. He could 
-- even be deported without being told the 
pie ‘charge. That is not a position of affairs 
- which honorable senators want to see con- 


= 


ley will be placing the Government in 
No Government should have such all- 
embracing powers, ‘and none will get 
~ them again in this country with my con- 
~ The-bad administration of the Defence 
Department by. Senator Pearce has been 
the cause of a great deal of dissension. I 
hele previously said, and now repeat, 


ne 
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- Australia were Mr. Hughes and Senator 
Pearce, by zeason of the dissensions and 
~ differences they created amongst the 


people. Those dissensions and dif- 
+ ferences will -be aecentuated if those 


two Ministers are allowed to go on 
in the way they have gone. 
dently do not mix with the people, and 
do not realize how the people have -been 
divided by their actions. This has not 
been on account of what was happening on 
the other side of the world, but because 
_Yepressive legislation never conduces to 
obedience. That is proved in any branch 
of trade that honorable senators like to 
mame. If, for instance, we try to unduly 
- suppress the liquor trade, it only in- 
- ereases with restriction, and painful 
effects follow. Repression breeds re- 
_ bellion. It is like putting a weight on 
to the lid of a copper and then stoking a 
good strong fire underneath. Something 
ud t0 go when the Government stoked 
> the fire by the application of harass- 
g War Precautions regulations, and the 
weight was laid on the top of the copper 
It does not need a great imagina- 
on for us, especially those of us who 
are privileged to go 


are about more 
_ afongst the people and to be 


brought more closely into touch with 
the man in the street than other 
honorable senators, to picture what 
the result has ‘been. It is my 
m conviction that for every person in 
istralia who before the war expressed 


ued; but if they concede these powers” 
‘ain to the party on the Treasury. bench. 


a position to do the same things again. 


that the best two agents Germany had in- 


They evi-- 
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‘any man into gaol or an internment 


‘the dissension in Australia. 


realize it now—that it would 


been made and moulded by the restrictive — 


‘with discrimination, 


Ba 
distrust of or objection to militarism and ¢ 
despotie, authoritative rule, there. are 
easily ten to-day. The extra nine have — 
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actions of the Government and ee 
pressive and harsh methods of administer- 
ing the power which the Senate, in com- 
mon with the other branch of the Legisla- 
ture, put into their hands in all good 
faith. That is why I fear the effect oF Ff. 
reposing that power ‘in the Government 
again. It is not safe when we have no 
man with sufficient strength and stamina — 
to see that the regulations are applied | 
justice, and mercy. 
proved himself too — 
weak for that task. He has heen shown ~~ 
to be as putty in the hands of the mili- — 
tary authorities. He and. Mr. Hughes, — 
with his tricks and antics, have been — 
directly responsible for a ereat deal of — 
We are, 
therefore, justified in expressing our op- 
position to such a-provosal ag this -when 
we remember ,what senators on this side, 
and their supporters outside, have been _ 
passing ‘through’ during the last four : 
years. Those who thought, and acted, — 
and voted in a certain way were endowed 
with all the privileges they liked to arro- — 
gate to themselves, but those who merely 
spoke the truth were subjected to all sorts 
of ‘indignities, including fines, imprison- 
ment, and internment, without being told — 
the cause. If that is what the ‘Govern- — 
ment stand for, I do not think the — 
people of Australia stand for it. When, 
during the next six months, the people — 
take the opportunity of sobering up from _ 
their outburst“ of jingoism, they will “ 
realize fully—and they are beginning to — 
have been 
better for the Labour party to have the 
opportunity of expoundinoe its policy on 
national ‘questions in this country at that — 
eritical time without interference by War 
Precautions reeulations. That would have 
avoided a great deal of internal dissen-_ 


Senator Pearce has 


sion, personal recriminations, disputes, — 
and squabbles in the domestic arena—al} 


‘ 


brought about by the Government and 
their repressive legislation. Honorable _ 
senators opvosite, to judge from the way 
they are keeping quiet now, are beginning _ 
to realize that the Labour party were far- _ 
seeing in their judgment, and did the 

right thing in opposing conscription for 
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Australia. | Nearly all our frends are 
agreed on that now. In any case, would 
it not have been better if we had been 
given the right of free discussion when 
that momentous question was before the 
people? If any big national cris’ 's, such 
as an election, should take place, is it not 
better in the interests of Australia that 
each party should have the opportunity 
of. putting their case before the people, 
who are the supreme arbiters, and letting 
the people judge? It would not be satis- 
factory to you, sir, to fight a person with 
his arms tied behind his back, but the 
Government have done that sort of thing 
during the past few years. JI am afraid 
that the Government party will go to the 
same extent as during the past four years 
to suit their own ends, and that is why 
I propose to vote against the second read- 
ing of this Bill. 

Senator KEATING (Tasmania) [9.56]. 
—Like other honorable senators who have 
preceded me, I much regret that the op- 
portunity given to the Senate for the dis- 
cussion of this important measure neces- 
sarily imposes upon us both hurry and 
brevity, because it is one of the most im- 
portant measures submitted to Parlia- 
ment during the period of the war. It 
touches some important and far-reaching 
legislative provisions that we have already 
accepted. When we were considering 
those provisions originally, their serious- 
ness and gravity were emphasized by the 
Ministers who respectively introduced 
them. When we are invited to consider 
this measure we are asked to re-affirm our 
attitude for a certain period, but under 
totally different conditions from those that 
prevailed when we first endowed the Go- 
vernment with these extraordinary 
powers. 

After the most careful consideration 
of what has taken place since the mat- 
ter was first mooted, and after what has 
been said in another place and ‘through 
the press, I feel that. the Government have 
_not made out a case for the extension of 
the operations of the War Precautionse 
Act, as set out in this measure. I think 
ft can fairly and freely express that 
opinion, remembering as I do that when 
the Government. of ‘the dav first asked 
for this: power, in 1914, I most readily 
assisted to give it to them. It was not 
the present Government, but a Labour 


giving them what they asked for. 


_the powers conferred upon them by the 


Government, and I was sitting in opposi- 
tion, but I most readily co-operated in 
In the | 
election that took place during the war I 
announced at every public meeting that 
whatever Government were returned 
would be bound to ask for an inordinate 
extension of power to meet the emer- 
gencies that might arise during the war. 

I also said that, if elected, I would most 
loyally accord it to them. From time to : 
time regulations promulgated by the Go- 
vernment in the exercise of the powers 
conferred on them by the Agt were chal- 
lenged in the Senate, and their annul- 
ment was sought, but on no occasion did 

I support any such action. On the con- 
trary, on more than oné occasion, when | 
the Labour Government were in office, 
with very strong support in this chamber, — 

and when we in opposition numbered — 


‘only five, I helped the Government to 


the best of my ability by endeavour- 
ing to convince some of their own sup- 
porters that it was desirable to grant 
them the powers for which they asked. 


‘Under these circumstances I feel that I 


can approach this matter with the fullest 
confidence that my attitude will not be 
misjudged. : 

As I have said, I have given a ‘and’ 
deal of consideration to what has 
occurred elsewhere. in connexion with 
the discussion of this measure. “Look ag ; 
back now on what has taken place during ae 
this session, I regret very much that this : 
Bill was not originated in the Senate, be- 
cause then there would have been time for — 
fuller. consideration than is possible ine is 
the few remaining hours of this year’s 
sittings. 

It will be, remembered, as has ‘been 
pointed out by other honorable senators, 
that in endowing the Government with 


War Precautions Act we were giving 
those powers for the purposes of the war; 
for the purpose of enabling the Go- 

vernment fully and efficiently, as repre- 
sentative ‘of Parliament and the people, 
to discharge the obligations of the Com 
monwealth as part of the Empire in con- 
nexion with the great world struggle from — ies 
which we are ‘now so happily emerging. 

It was not intended that the powers should 
be exercised except for, and in relation 


~ eg War Peutions 


She: the ‘performance of that wee “the 


— 


discharge of that obligation. I find, on 


looking at this measure, the second read- 


~ 


. ing of which has been moved, that it re- 


cites in the second paragraph of .the pre- 


-amble— 
And whereas the said Act and the regula- 


tions and Orders thereunder continue in opera- 


tion during the continuance of the present 
_ state of war and no longer: 


Then, in the enacting part it is provided 


the war, 
~ whichever period shall be the longer. I 


that we shall extend the Act and regula- 
tions made thereunder for a period of 
three months after the termination of 
or until the 3lst July next, 


‘do not think the preamble correctly 
states the position at all, The Act which 


we are asked to extend—the War Precau- 


tions Act 1914-16, certainly provides— 


‘This Act shall continue in operation during 
the continuance of the present state of war 
and no longer. 


But sub-section 2 of the same section 


states— 


_ For the purposes of this Act the present 
state of war means the period from the 4th 


_ day of August, 1914, at the hour of 11 o’clock 
_ post meridiem, reckoned according to Green- 
- wich standard time, until the issue of a procla- 


“mation by the Governor-General that the war 


“between His Majesty the King and the German 


_ Emperor, and between His Majesty the King 


and the Emperor of Austria King of ae 


- has ceased. 
So far ax the War Precautions Act is 


concerned, .and so far -as_ the 
Government in the exercise of 
“the powers under that Act are con- 


cerned, war ceases when the Governor- 


~~ General issues the proclamation provided 


for under that Act. If war ceases on 


me Sist J uly, I can see no obligation on the 


3 
* 
ee 


_ tion on the Ist August. 


os Re General, acting upon the advice 
of his Ministers, to issue that proclama- 


y ped 


His Ministers, 


ee if they deemed it necessary inthe exer- 


cise of their discretion, and for the pur- 
pose of fulfilling their high Ministerial 


obligations, might decide that, the pro- 


clamation should be issued three months 
or a month later. 


Senator BaxHap.—But would not that 


clash with an Imperial proclamation ? 


Senator KEATING.—In what respect ? 
Senator Baxnap.— I mean if its publi- 
cation were delayed. 
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Senator KEATING.—But, after all, 
what is the effect of a proclamation? It 
is a survival of the practice adopted for 


a communication made by the Crown to — 


the Crown’s liege subjects in the days — 
when there were no newspapers, no tele: 
graphs, and no postal system. It was 
practically an announcement from the 
Crown to its liege subjects, informing 
them of a certain state of affairs. Unless 
Parliament takes action to give some 
consequential legal effect to a pro- 
clamation\it is simply an announcement. 
So far as the war is concerned for the 
purposes of this Act and this Govern- 
ment, or any Government of the Com- 
‘nonwealth, war ceases when that pro- 
clamation is issued, and I take it that 
His Excellency the Governor-General will 
not publish it except upon the advice of 
his Ministers. 

We have passed other legislation relat- 
ing to the war, and in those measures we 
have dealt differently with the question 
of the period of the war. There is, 


‘however, one instance in which we have 


adopted. somewhat the same method ~ 
of declaring the period of the war. That — 
is the Trading with the Enemy Act. In © 
that measure we provide that the present — 


state of war means the period from the — 


4th of August until the issue of such a — 


proclamation as that mentioned by the — 
War Precautions Act. But in other Acts, 
such as, for instance, the Patents Act 
1916, a measure for the partial suspen- 
sion of a section of the original Act, it 
is provided— 

The operation of section 87a of the Patents . 
Act 1903-9 shall be suspended during the con- 
tinuance of the present war, and for a period 
of six months thereafter ~ ie 
In that measure we make no special de- 
finition of the period of the war. 

Senator Baxuarp.—But we have a con- 
stitutional competency to legislate in re- 
gard to patents at any time. 


Senator KEATING.—Yes; but that 
has no bearing on the point I am trying 
to put before honorable senators. So far 
as the Patents Act is concerned, we say 
that a certain section of the Statute shall 
be suspended during the continuance of 
the present war and for six months after- 
wards. We do not say, as in the case of 
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the War Precautions Act, that eae oe 
purposes of this Act the continuance of 
the war shall mean so and so. Then, 
again, In the Commonwealth Electoral 
(War-time) Act 1917 the second section 
provides— 


This Act shall apply in relation to elections 
for the Senate and genéral elections for the 


' House of Representatives held during the pre- 


that a state of peace existed. 
the function of Ministers to advise the 
_ Governor-General when to issue that pro- 
om clamation. a 


1 


sent war, or within six months thereafter. - 

- Senator Baxuap.—Let me be clear on 
the point I am making. Is it not cor- 
rect to say that in respect of those mat- 


- ¢ers we have an unlimited constitutional 
_ eompetency to legislate? 


Senator KEATING.—We also 
unlimited competency to legislate so far 
ag the War Precautions Act is concerned. 
What I am concerned about is not our 
relative competency to legislate upon cer- 
tain subjects, but our expression of the 
period of the war differently in different 
Statutes. In the measure now under 
consideration the original Act provides 
that the period of the war shall terminate 
on the date when the Governor-General 
issues a certain. proclamation. 

Now, the Government having passed a 
certain number of regulations, and hav- 
ing established a number of systems, In- 


‘stitutions, organizations—call them what 


you like—could not be expected, immedi- 
ately upon the establishment of peace, to 


allow these powers and establishments: 


to go by the board, so we made. pro- 
vision that for the purposes of the 
Act the termination of the war should 
date from the issue by the Governor- 
General of a proclamation intimating 


Senator Tt-Colonel O’Locuiin.—That 
will give the Government indefinite 


powers then? 


Senator KEATING.—Yes. I contend 
that this Bull is absolutely superfluous. I 
think there has been some confusion con- 
cerning the debate on the English Act in 
its relation to our own legislation. The 
British Defence of the Realm Act, often 
spoken of as the D.O.R.A or “ Dora, ” is 
a very simple measure. It was assented 


to on 8th peat four ene after oe 


had 
looked, but I know the Defence of ee 


taken place elsewhere, they will find there __ 


-on the part of some Ministers. 


_ Brita, which, I think, has misled many 


part of some persons in Great Britain. 
It will be 


operative section ‘states— - Sora 
His Majesty in Couneil has power, during 
the continuance of the peesent war, to issue ~ 
regulations, 
and so on. I think there is abovde ome * 
other section, but there is no attempt to _ 
define what is the period of the war. Lhe 
only Statutes of the Commonwealth — in 
which-we purport to define the period of 


the war seems to be the one now under 
consideration and the Trading with the 


Enemy Act. S 
Senator ye aes f there no lin oh 
perial enactment defining the Period of 


the war? 
KEATING.—I avon 


Senator 


os 

aa 

3 
‘ee 
iy 


Pere 


Realm Act does not, and that is the one 
with which we are most concerned. —_ 
~ I said a little while ago that I faa 

given a good deal of consideration to. what 
had taken place in the debates centering 
round this proposal, and it seems to me 
that there is some confusion of the posi- 
tion in Australia in relation to the posi- 
tion in Great Britain. If honorable 
senators will look at the debates that have __ 


_ 


is a disposition in that direction, not only a 
on the part of private members, but also a 

A great x 
deal of trouble has taken place in Great ES 


people in Australia, with regard to a pro-— 
posal from a certain section of the people 
that the Defence of the Realm Act should — 
be repealed. There is a disposition on th 


deprive the Government of its powers be- 
cause they contend that the war is vir- — 
tually, if not legally, over; but the Prime _ 
Minister of Great Britain has given good 
reasons why he must retain the powers 
conferred on him under that Act, “ dure eer 
ing the continuance of the present war. 
Here it is not so. The Government have — 
all the powers under the War Precautions — 
Act, and the regulations already made 
under it may be operative, even 
after peace is declared, until — 
Governor-General, aeting on 
vice of his “Ministers, sy 
proclamation required — : 
There | Is no es on ‘the "part 
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= Potent to Weave the Govenuaet of 
= tittle of the powers which they pos- 


6 eee aes BakHar.—But it would i. 
, terribly incongruous if the Common- 
_ wealth Government delayed the issue of 
_ the proclamation of Peace by the Go- 
| Sa. General after the whole Empire 
had been declared to be at peace by Im- 
& --perial proclamation. 

_ Senator KEATING.—The issue of a 
proclamation by the Governor-General 
- will not make peace. 

Senator BaxnaP.—But it will proclaim 


eral 2 


‘ = Senator KEATING —Peace may ‘come 
_ without the issue of any proclamation by 
_ the Governor-General at all. The War 
ies Precautions Act and the Trading with 
the Enemy Act are the only two 
Statutes, apparently, - which require 
him to issue a proclamation. 
eae required — to issue a proclamation, 
_ not in order that. Senator Bakhap and 
myself may know that peace has been 
declared, but “for the purposes of this 
~ Act that j is to say, for the purpose of 
oS terminating this Act. The proclamation 
= els not to be issued for the purpose of in- 
forming people that there is peace, but 
for the purposes of this Act.” When 
that proclamation is issued, it will be 
issued on the advice of the Government. 
Senator -Lt.-Colonel O’Locutin.—If 
sd the Imperial Government declare that a 
_ state of peace exists, will not that de- 
- ¢claration apply to the whole Empire? 
7 _ Senator KEATING.—Yes ; so far as 
dt has any legal consequences. But I do 
not know that there is any obligation on 
e part of the Governor-General to issue 


a_ proclamation at all. As a matter 
~ “of. _ fact, the issue of a  proclama-’ 
tion is often merely a survival of 
the old days, when there were 


few: “means of communicating important 
items of news affeeting the whole nation, 
as compared with the means which exist 
to-day, when we have wireless telegraphy, 
_ &. I repeat that the proclamation is 
required “for the purposes of this Act.” 
eee" @ Government, therefore, have all the 
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oo which, on the face of it, must exist 
_the end 


He’ 


‘Bil. 


powers that they require. The discretion 


remains with them as to which of those 
powers they shall retain between now 


and the termination of the Act. 


T listened with a great deal of interest 


to the remarks made by the Minister for — 


Defence (Senator Pearce) in introducing 


this Bill; and I have also read the de- 
bates upon it in the other branch of the 
~ Legislature. 


Much emphasis 
laid upon the evils which would result 
from the cessation of this Act, and of the 
regulations made under it. But nobody 


has been _ 


proposes. that the Act shall cease to — 


operate to-day. 


If Parliament rises at — 
of-the current week, and re-— 
assembles at the end of February Or =: 
March of next year, the odds are that the 
Act will then still be in operation. It is — 


scarcely expected by the most optimistic : 


amongst us that by February or March 


clared. But, even if it has, it will still 


rest with the Government to say when, — 
“for the purposes of this Act,” they shall 
~ proclaim that peace has been established. — 
Moreover, if any evils will arise from the — 
cessation of the Act now, they will equally 
arise on the 31st July next, or at the end 


next peace will have been formally de- 


of the period for which the Statute ays ve 


be extended. 


Much has been said of the — ae 


terrible ills that will result from the cessa- : 


tion of the Act to investments which have . 


been made by certain State authorities in 
our war loans, contrary to their ordinary 
powers; and a great deal of stress has 
been laid on certain other aspects of the ~ 


regulations, such as the moratorium. But 


if the evil consequences which would flow — 


from the lifting of the moratorium now 
are serious, they will be equally evil and 


serious on the 3lst July next, or on what- 


ever date may be fixed for the termination _ 


of the Act. ‘They will probably be more 
serious then than they are now. 

Senator Pxrarce.—With the orponiion 
that by then we shall have been afforded 
time to get through whatever State legis- 
lation may be required. 

Senator KEATING.—There al be 


just as much time to do that, irrespective — 


of whether or not this Bill be passed. 
With the reserve power which Ministers 


possess of sia the date of the issue of a 
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a, proclamation “for the purposes of the 
Act,” they have everything that they 
need. 

Senator oe —Does the homer alo 
_ senator say that the rest of the Empire 

- may issue a proclamation declaring that 
the state of war has ceased, and that we 
may continue as we are? 

Senator KEATING.—I have said no- 
thing of the kind. I have said that the 


issue of a proclamation does not terminate. 


the war. Jt is merely an announcement 
of the fact that the war has terminated. 

Senator Prarcr.—What is the pur- 
pose of the proclamation? Itt is to legally 
terminate the war. 


Senator KEATING.—Not at all: It: 


is merely an announcement that the war 
has terminated. Section 2 of the -Act, 
sub-section 2, provides— 

For the purposes of this Act, the present 
state of war means the period from the fourth 
day of August, one thousand nine hundred 
and fourteen, at the hour of eleven o’clock 
post meridiem reckoned according to . Green- 
wich standard time, until the issue of a ‘pro- 
clamation by the Governor-General that the 
war between His Majesty the King and the 
German Emperor and between His Majesty 
the King and the Emperor of Austria, King 
of Hungary, has ceased. 

With the exception of the Trading with 
the Enemy Act that provision has not 
been inserted in any of our other Statutes 
dealing with the period of the war. It 
was inserted in this Act for a special 
purpose, and to meet the extraordinary 
conditions to which the operation of ‘the 
Act must necessarily give rise. In these 
circumstances the Government should not 
be asking for an extension of the Act. 
Upon Friday last the Minister for De- 
fence said that the Government did not 
want all these extraordinary powers. He 
affirmed that they did not want-to con- 


* tinue all the regulations that are now 


in force, and that officers had already 
been instructed to ascertain which of 
them could, without detriment, be re- 
pealed. In reply to an interjection by 
me he added that officers were acting on 
those instructions at the present time. 
Why cannot the Government continue on 
those lines, without asking for this legis- 
“Jation? Uf they do so, they will be in 
a position when Parliament re-assembles 
to come down here with full information 


come from a factory established for th 


as to the exact position. They oll ies : 
able to say what particular regulations _ 
have been repealed because they were now 
useless and unnecessary. 3 


I have here the Commonwealth Statu- = 5 
tory Rules, which have been put into ~ 


- bound volumes during the past few 


years. The volume dealing with 
the regulations gazetted in 1915 con- 
tains War Precautions Regulations 
(General) and,War Precautions Regu- — 
lations (Aerial Navigation). These 
occupy in that-volume some twenty-nine 
pages of closely-printed matter. In the 
next volume—that of 1916—I gather 
from the index that there are War Pre- 
cautions regulations dealing with the fol- 
lowing subjects -—General active service 
moratorium, aliens registration, coal, coal 
tar, coaling battalions, colmage, com- 
panies, enemy shareholders, glycerine, 
hides, land transfer, liquor, mining, mora- 
torium, passports, patents, prices, prices — 
adjustment, rabbit skins, sheep. skins, 
shipping, supplementary, and wool, in ad- 
dition to war service regulations. in con- 
nexion with the camps at the time of the 
conscription proposal. Altogether in that 
volume these regulations cover 188 pages. — 
In the last volume, that of 1917, the 
regulations cover the following subjects: — 
Active service moratorium (general), 
aliens registration, coal, coal tar, com-  — 
panies, control of sports, cornsacks, oo 
enemy shareholders, galvanized iron, 
glycerine, hides, military, service referen- ee 
dum, mining, moratorium, . passports, 3 
shipping, stocking of goods, supplemen- 
tary, tin plates, winter butter pool, indie 
wool—144 -pages in all. Up to -™@ 
September last there were something — 
like 220 or 230 regulations, many — 
of them War Precautions regulations ~ 
issued during the present year. These _ 
have yet to be bound. If they were all 
collected, they would make a considerable _ 
bulk, Indeed; there are so many of them 
that it is a very difficult matter, ev 
for a lawyer, to know where he is, 
connexion with particular regulati 
These regulations have been turne: 
with a reoularity which suggests tha: 


Many of them ‘merely amend 


purpose. 
by deleting certa: 


previous Testlaneiey 


ae War Precautions 
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eR, and inserting others, whilst aay 
others entirely supersede previous regu- 
tition. Much valuable work might be done 
by the Departments if Parliament left 
this measure alone until next year, and 
_ those Departments then presented us with 

a list showing the minimum to which the 

regulations had been reduced in the in- 

-terim. That would be a much easier and 

- more ‘intelligible proposition for us to 
deal with. 

_ Until peace has been concluded, I do 
not think that Parliament wishes to de- 
prive Ministers of their present powers 

under the Regulations to maintain peace, 

order, and good government in the Com- 


ro 


£ 
ment in exercising those powers just as I 


have supported previous Governments 

- which have asked for the most extensive 

_ authority in connexion with the prosecu- 
tion of the war. Much that will be done 
and much of that was referred to by the 
Acting Prime Minister in connexion ‘with 
the establishment of peace, will be inci- 
dental to the war. It merely represents 


the sweeping up after all the heavy work | 
Govern-} 
‘ war. | 
_ ‘The Government are justly entitled to’. 


that has been done by the 
F ment in connexion with the 


z “monwealth. I shall support the Govern- ~ 


{ 


exercise all those powers which are neces- | 
© gary to enable them to complete the work’ 


upon which they have been engaged and 
to get back to normal conditions as ex- 
See tousls as possible. In these circum- 
= ‘stances, Ministers will be well advised. 
Pot, ‘instead. of pushing on with this 
-measure, they simply persist in the in- 
~ struction that has already been given 
to the Departments, and abolish as 
many of these regulations as pos 
Bie ible before we vre-assemble here. 
~ I do not think that by the time we shall 
_ shave re-assembled the ordinary period for 
the expiration of this Act will have 
rrived. When Parliament meets again, 
we shall be in a very much better position 
to deal with the whole subject than now. 
The defeat of this Bill, if the Government 
do not choose to take that course, will not 
_ deprive them of one tittle of the power 
a they now possess. But there is a certain 
ae discretion reposed in them as a Govern- 
; ment, and I should like to see them exer- 
Au it. I do not think they are taking 


the right course in desiring to jump be- — 
fore they come to the hurdle—so to speak. 
I do not think they are adopting the cor- 


rect procedure in avoiding their respon- — 


sibilities and asking Parliament to extend _ 
this Act, when there has been no justifi- 
cation yet given for the extension. It 


_ seems that the only justification advanced by 


is that the officers engaged in administer- 


ing various regulations under the Act 
have, in many instances, said it is neces- 


sary for the regulations to remain in 
force. 
much on their officers in this regard. : 

Behind this measure is the big prin- 
ciple that Parliament has 


not merely executive powers, but almost 


complete and unquestionable legislative 


powers. There has been noted a ten- 
dency, not only in the Commonwealth, but 


in Great Britain, for Parliament, year 


by year, to lose control of successive Go-- 
vernments, Year after year, 


alone in Australia, but in the Mother of 


Parliaments itself, with a cut-and-dried 
programme, and there is little opportunity 
Parliament 


for: deliberation or debate. 
is becoming more and more a machine for 
registering the views of the Government 
of the day.. We shall have to fight ~ 
against that if the parliamentary institu- 
tion is to survive. But when the Govern- 


ment of the Commonwealth came in, dur- ; 


ing a time when bigger things than the 
existence of parliamentary institutions — 
were at stake, and, indeed, when the 
existence of the Empire was at hazard, 
and asked for these powers, there was 
little disposition to cavil at the proposal, 
and they were, in the first instance, 
granted unanimously. 


I am reminded that Senator Gardiner 
was sitting on this side of the Senate duz- 
ing the early days of the war; and, so 
far as we who were in Opposition were 
concerned—we were five in number—on 
many occasions we came to his assistance 
to endeavour to convince certain of his 
own following that they might trust the 
Government with regard to the powers 
sought. To-day, we are well advised to 


'The Government are relying too is 


practically 
handed over to the Executive of the day, ~— 


Govern- 
ments are getting more independent of 
Parliament, and they come forward, not 
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hesitate. And, if we realize that we are’ 
not depriving the Government of any 
authority, of any jurisdiction or power, 
by saying that we desire more particular 
imformation before we grant an extension 
—information as to the direction in which 
the Government desire certain principles 
eontained in the regulations to be given 
permanent legislative effect—we will know 
_ ‘we are doing no more than the proper 
thing, It is for that reason that 1 cannot 
see that the Government. have justified the 
demand, for the extension of this measute. 
if the Bill is passed, it will extend the 
operations of the Act until three months 
after the termination of the-war, or until 
the 31st July, 1919, whichever period is 
the longer. It involves the extension of the 
- Act until the 31st July, at the earliest. 
It does not. merely do that. It extends 
all the: regulations made under the Act, 
except in. so far as the Govexnment may 
repeal any of them. And, what it more, 
it. extends up to the 31st July, at the 
earliest, the power of the Government to 
continue to make regulations. 

Senator Mirren.—Your main argu- 


ment was that that power would be con- 


_ tinued, whether we passed this Bill or not. 
Senator KEATING.—The Government 


have said that they want to get rid of all - 


these regulations; and if they can do so 
upon the basis of the suggestion which A 
have made, they can return next year and 
indicate the main lines of the subjects with 
which the regulations deal, and with re- 
gard to which they will require something 
more permanent in form than regulations. 

The Act and its administration have 
given rise to a species of vested interests. 
on the part of certam individuals and 
groups of individuals. They may say that 


 it- is desirable that the Act should be ex- 


_ tended indefinitely. There are officers act- 
ing under different regulations which, in 
ordinary circumstances, and in normal 
_ times, would never be having the force 


“of law. Those officers are satisfied with 


the positions they occupy. They are 
dressed in authority. I do not say that 
they abuse it; but if they were asked 
whether it was desirable that. the regula- 
- “tions under which they derive their autho- 


rity should go or stay, it would be only 


aS 

human nature, if tees was any asukes in 
their minds, to give the benefit of | ‘that 
doubt to the offices which they hold. = * 

Reference has been made by Soils na 2a 
Pratten to the regulations. having to do — 
with the formation of companies, od f 
withthe’ imcreases of capital in com- 
panies; that is to say, with the necessity _ : — 
for securmg approval for the formation” a 
of new companies, and for the increase of — A 
-eapital in existing companies. So far as 
people in the other States are concerned, 
I know of several instances in which those 
“parties have been put to considerable in- : 
convenience, loss of time, and expense in = 
having to come to Melbourne to expedite 
replies which correspondence could not 
evoke with sufficient despatch. Thatisa 
hardship upon people resident im other 
States. And there is another aspect. 
There are existing avenues of enterprise 
which, to a large extent, have been ex- 
ploited ‘by — old- established companies. 
There are younger men in Australia, az 
mated by a spirit of enterprise, and i : 
spired by ambition, who think they can 
galvanize new life. into some such activity 
as I have indicated. They have sought to _ 
establish companies, but have been faced 
with the difficulty of registration and of 
securing authority to carry ou.. The older 
men, who have been drawing their devi- 
dends.. from well-established enterprises, — 
and with which the younger men would | ‘ 
come into competition, complacently view 
the War Precautions regulations which 
assist to give them a monopoly. The Ac 
is a great discouragement to young men 
to enterprise, and to ambition, = 


TL hope the Government will consider th 
advisableness of resting upon the power 
they already possess. I hope they will.no 
continue to ask Parliament to extend thi: 
Act, and, with it, the regulations, and the 
power to make ‘regulations, seeing tha 
they have already, in my opinion, suf 
cient power to’ warrant them in goin 
safely into recess, and to assure them th 
when they meet Parliament again ti 

\ will be able to submit. definite and « 
proposals which may be consdere 
their merits in the interests of the 3 
cure itself and of Austraha, u1 
ful and Meshes canna 


eve re 
A ci 
a 
cae 


now Pe ctides 

‘Senator Guy.—If the axtendon were 
granted, would it in any way annul the 
ower of the proclamation? te 


pr 
es Senator KEATING.—I am glad to . 


~ have my attention called to that point. 
1 have noticed, in looking through the 
=. ‘Bill, a feature of its drafting. The opers- 
_ tive “clause i is No. 2. It sets out— ~~ 
te (1) Section 2 of the principal Act is 
ended by inserting in sub-section 1 thereof 
fter the words “state of war” the words 
oueuere and. for a period of three months thereafter 
Su yr until the thirty-first day of July, One thou- 
. sand nine hundred and a pgmoiitad 
a period is the longer.’’ 


~ And that period is to be ealled the ex- 
tended period. The section of the Act, as 
it at present reads, states— 

This Act shall continue in operation during 


the continuance of the present state of war, 
- and no longer. 


_ Then it proceeds— 


Por the purposes of this Act, the present 
< ate of war means the period from the fourth 
day of August, One thousand nine hundred .and 
_ fourteen , . until the issue of a proclama- 


But louie is not Sete out; so the section, 


: oe read— « 

This Act shall. continue in operation during 
fhe. continuance of the present state of war 
and for a period of three months thereafter, or 
-  «ntil the thirty-first day of July, One thou- 
aa sand nine hundred and _ nineteen, whichever 
_ period is the longer. 


And then. it will. continue— 


<=: > § Hor: the’ purposes of this Act, the mresent 


= ay of war means the period from the fourth 
_ day of August, One thousand nine hundred and 
ae fourteen : until the issue of a RE ee 
tion. 


ee he proclamation would be issued by the 
; ~ Governor-General, and the three months 
would date from that issue. That will 
remain in the Act if this Bill is passed, 
and it seems to be contrary to the purpgse 

_ of the amending Bill. If the Government 

- desired to make the 31st July, 1919, the 
last day, or three months after the cessa- 
on of the war, they should have struck 
t the provision respecting the proclama- 
. Lt is proposed, however, to eae 


if it is amended as this Bill ee will . 


second reading of the measure, 


the pet orahee to the proclamation ah in 4 
the Act; and the effect of that inclusion a 
will depend upon eventualities, 
Senator Fott.—If-the proclamation is 
not issued until 31st July the Act will — 
continue in operation for a digg three 
months. ig 
Senator KEATING. iat is so. For 
the reasons I have given I trust that the 
Government will see their way to rest — 
upon their powers under the existing Act, 
and will not press for the ey of this 
measure, os 
Senator GRANT (New South Wales) a 
[10.45].—I wonder why the Government cS 
desire the extension of these powers. We 
have been assured by Senator. Keating — 
that they are in a position to exercise 
these powers until a proclamation has 
been issued declaring that the state of 
war has ended. Not satisfied with that, — 
the Government propose that they should oe 
have a further extension of their powers 
under the War Precautions Act for three — 
months. I think it is quite probable — 
that they have been.impressed by those — 
who have succeeded in establishing them- 
selves upon the almost innumerable 
Boards that are now controlling the in- ~ 
dustries of this country to bring forward 
this proposal. I hope that the Senate — 
will not aceept this Bill. Fhe Minister — 
for Defence (Senator Pearce) was 
good enough to furnish me with a — 
copy of his speech in moving the — 
and 
read it carefully. JI amone of those who ~ 
without protest gave the Government of — 
the day the powers for which they asked ~ 
when the War Precautions Bill was ori- 
ginally submitted to this Parliament. 
As a matter of fact, I think that the dis- 
cussion of the Bill in the Senate was left ; 
almost entirely to Senators Gould and 
Keating, as it was regarded as a technical 
measure which could be best considered 
by honorable senators possessing legal 
knowledge. I was prepared to give the 
Government very extensive powers while 
the war. continued, but honorable senators 
will agree that a ‘state of war no longer 
exists in Australia. If we are to judge 
by the opinions expressed ky the great 
bedy of the people of this country, the 


War Precautions Act and all the regula- 


tions issued under it should be allowed 
to go by the board at once. 


These are the things to which I ob- 
ject: Some time ago, the Government, at 
the instigation of some one — I do not 
know whom—appointed a Paper Control 


Board. _ When that Board commenced ~ 


its operations the price of paper was £63 


per ton. The members of the Board sat 


once or twice, and when they terminated 
their sittings we were officially informed 
by Senator Russell that the price of paper 
was £63 per ton. This was a decent and 
respectable Board—a Board with a con- 
science. The members saw that they 
were superfluous, and were interfering 
where they were not required, and they 
informed the Government that the best 
thing they could do was to go about their 
business and let the people engaged in 
the industry which they were considering 
attend to their own affairs. What hap- 


pened after that?* We were informed by. 


the Minister that the price of paper re- 
mained at £63 per ton; but I was- in- 
formed on what I regard as very reliable 
authority that the price almost i1mme- 
diately dropped to £42 per ton. What 
good did the Paper Control’ Board do? 
So far as I know, its establishment was 
of no value whatever to the country. 

‘Senator Kratinc.—It cut down thé 
size of certain newspapers. 

Senator GRANT.—I understand that 
it proposed to give some instructions in 
that direction, but that went ky the 
board, and the price of paper came down 
to £42 per ton, and I suppose to-day is 
even at a lower figure. 

I take again the action of the Board 
charged with fixing the price of butter. 
So far as I can see, the price of butter 
goes higher every time they touch that 
commodity. Just prior to the recent 
election at Corangamite—kbut not at 
all because there happened to be many 


dairy farmers in that electorate — the. 


price of butter was put up another 2d. 
per lb. <A Board of that kind would be 
very much better out of existence. I 
remember when the price of butter was 
fixed in New South Wales, not under the 
“War Precautions Act, but by some ar- 
rangement with the State Government. 
It was fixed at ls. 3d. per lb. That was 
all very well for a few days, when it was 
found that many people refused to pro- 
duce butter at that price. It was very 
little satisfaction to the publie to know 


and the sooner all that kind of business 


pleased. I have entered my protest 


who may desire to build doing so witho 
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that the price oF butter was hee at ‘ee 


od. per Ib. when no Eiier was available nS 
at that price, oe 

Senator Baxwap. ees the honorable ea. 
senator consider that a good argument in 
favour of price-fixing? 

Senator GRANT.—I do not. I doubt 
very much whether price fixing can be 
satisfactorily carried out even under the — 
best possible conditions. If the Govern- 


ment themselves operated in an industry 


they might be able to do something, but 
I am not sure that éven then the condi- 
tions that would “be created would give 
any great degree of satisfaction. The es- 
tablishment of Boards for price fixing pro- 
vides positions for many persons who like 
to sit down without doing very much 
work. ve 
I take the work of another price. fixing af 
Board. Some time ago the price of gala 
vanized-iron was fixed at £56 per ton, 
but the fixed price was ignored through- | 
out the Commonwealth, and importers 
and merchants dealing in that commodity _ 
openly advertised it for. sale at £60 and 


£75 per ton. What is the good of a Board 


of that description, except “to provide po- 
sitions for a limited number of people? 
It would be far better in the interests of | 
the country if people composing such 
Boards were looking after their own bap x 
ness. shee 
If we take the case of the meat in 
dustry, honorable senators know that — 
there were deputations introduced and ~— 
conferences innumerable to deal with the 
price of meat, and so far as I can learn, __ 
the idea of fixing the price of meat has sees 
now been absolutely abandoned by thes peas 
Government, and, in my opinion, it 1s a 
very good job that it has. 

These are some of the things hic 
have been done under the regulations 
framed under the War Precautions Act, — 


is brought to an end the better I shall be a 


against the regulation interfering with th 
operations of the building trade. I am 
at & loss to understand why such a regu- 
lation was issued. It prevents any person 


the consent of the Treasurer. In time etn 
war, when we, were severely pressed Tor 
money, a regulation of the. kind | might a 
have been desirable, foouee a. doubt it; 
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et ae ' i 
but when the war is practically over that that I do not think has been sufficiently 
regulation should be at once repealed. 
Unfortunately, the Government have 
not shown that they are at all desirous 
that their powers under the War Pre- 
cautions Act should be limited. They 
have not indicated that they intend to 
repeal a single regulation issued under the 
_ Act unless it be to replace it by another. 
further extending their powers. If Min- 
__isters had informed us that 300 or 400 of 


all. 


which is designed to be operative and 
valid after peace has been proclaimed. _ 
I am one of those who assisted the Go- 
vernment responsible for the introduction 
of the War Precautions Bill originally to 
place it on the statute-book. I have no 


discussed here, if it has been discussed ab 
I refer to the constitutional position _ 
in regard to an enactment under the | 
Defence powers of the Commonwealth, — 


the War Precautions regulations were re- 
pealed we should be in a better frame of 
mind to give them the extended powérs 
~ for which they ask under this Bill. They 
_ have not done that, and I venture to say 


_ the reason why they have not done it is 


© that the members of the innumerable 
Boards that have been created have be- 
_ hind the scenes urged the Government to 
secure for them the extension of the auto- 
cratic powers they have enjoyed. 

Senator Bakuap.—That is a pure as- 
sumption. 

Senator GRANT.—Then why did the 
Government introduce this Bill? They 
have all the power they require under the 
existing Act until peace is declared. Al- 
though the armistice has been signed no 
_ one can tell when peace will be declared. 

Senator BaxHap.—The honorable sena- 
tor has postulated that all the different 


regrets whatever for having done what I 


I do not for a moment associate 


did. 


‘myself with those who call for the instant 


repeal of the Act, basing their demand on ~ 
the alleged fact. that the war has come 


to an end. The war has not come to an 


end. The war is a fact. An armistice 
or armed truce has been arranged, and in 
the present disturbed condition of Europe 
I should consider it an act of utter folly 
on the part of the Administration to enter- 
tain the idea of now repealing this mea- 
sure because we are supposed to have 
actually, if not technically, entered upon 


the era of peace. . vie 
Senator Frrricks.—Would it not be a 


good idea to slacken its operations in re- 
gard to a number of regulations? ae 

Senator BAKHAP.—I believe the — 
operation of the Act will be slackened. 


We have the Ministerial promise to that 
effect, and I do not hold a Ministeriab 
promise as valueless in this or any other — 
connexion. Oe Le RRR 

I am under some disadvantage in dis- 
cussing this measure by reason of the fact 
that 1 have not had the advantage of that 
legal training which would enable me par- 
ticularly to discuss the constitutional 
aspect of the projected extension of the 
Act now on the statute-book. I want the 
Government to understand that I will 
give them my support in maintaining the 
existence of that measure until at least 
the Peace Conference has sat and given 
us some idea of the time when peace may 


_ Boards have been bombarding the Go- 
-vernment with requests to continue the 
operation of the Act. 

~~ Senator GRANT.—TI have not the least 

doubt that they have done so. 

_ Senator Baxuar.—I do not think that 

_ there is any evidence of that. 

Senator GRANT.—I have not the least 
doubt of it, otherwise why do the Go- 

_ vernment bring forward a proposal of this 
kind? I should have preferred the in- 

troduction of a Bill proposing the im- 

+ mediate repeal of the War Precautions 

_ Act; but, as the Government are evi- 

_ dently not prepared to repeal it, I must 

protest against this proposal to extend 


the operation of the measure, and TI shall 
therefore vote against the second reading 
of this Bill. * 

Senator BAKHAP (Tasmania)-[10.58]. 


be proclaimed. ‘To show how things have 
changed, the Act on the statute-book men- 
tions the proclamation of peace “ with 


the Emperor of Germany and the Em- 


peror of Austria, who is also King of 
Hungary.” Those potentates have dis- 
appeared, and the question arises now 


*-—I ask myself, in the first place, is this 
_ projected extension of the War Precan- 
tions Act necessary; is it timely, or is it 
premature? My main concern as a Fede- when ‘we shall have, in the defeated Cen- 
alist is with a feature of the measure tral Empires or one-time Empires, © 
a eat 4 


ee ere ae oe 


War Precautions 


a. peace. Technically, if our Empire is 
mot able to declare that a state of peace 
has been arrived at with those erstwhile 
belligerent countries or their resulting 
_ sections, I assume that it will be necessary 
for the Imperial Government and_ this 
‘Legislature to take into consideration the 
passing of some enactment which would 
‘Tegally declare the state of war to be at 
~ anend, We saw in this morning’s papers 


an announcement that it may be neces-. 


sary to occupy certain other portions of 
Germany than those contemplated in the 
original terms of the armistice. If that 


is done, a state of actual and determined. 


peace may be years in arriving. 


" While I intend to support the retention 


of the Act on the statute-book, so long as 


there is a practical prospect of our ac- . 


tually remaining in such a state as may 
cause a recrudescence of hostilities, I, as 
a Democrat and Federalist, must take 
seriously into consideration my attitude 
towards any proposed prolongation of this 
legislation after a state of peace has been 
technically and actually arrived at. Has 
it occurred to honorable senators that the 
arguments in fdvour of the continuance 


of the powers possessed by the Adminis- | 


stration under the War Precautions Act 
savour very much of an exaltation of the 


principle of bureaucracy or autocratic go- : 


yernment at the expense of the much 
- yaunted principles of Democracy? It is 
said that Democracy is unsuited to the 
waging of war, and it is true that the 
parliamentary Democracies of the world 
Jumbered and laboured for some time 
rather heavily before they got properly 
- into their stride in prosecuting this war. 
But when they did get going, the principal 
parliamentary Democracies of the world 
moved with the force and violence of 


giants, and it may be that when whole 


nations go to war Democracies are not at 
such a disadvantage as has been stated. 
_ Anyhow, Democracies acting on the de- 
- fensive, or Democracies when attacked, 


possess a moral force which is perhaps 


greater, as Napoleon said, than the mate- 
rial. But when peace has been reached, 
any contention that a bureaucratic system 
_ ef government is superior to government 

_ Senator Bakhap. 


~ 
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operations of the people, refuse to ‘pass — 


_the prolongation of the moratoriu: 


by parliamentary democratic institutions — 5 
is a giving away of the position to which __ 
I am not going to assent. I believe that 


directly we reach a state of peace, we 


should as speedily as possible put imto 
operation the machinery of completely 
democratic and completely parliamentary __ 
povermment, ~~) 600 oe ee 
The Minister for Defence (Senator 
Pearce) said that there was a great 
deal of difficulty in getting the States 
to consent +o legislation which it 
may be necessary for them to en- 
act, so that the operations of the Go- 
vernment under the War Precautions Ach 
may be continued and extended. I re- 
mind the Minister that, notwithstanding 
the alleged reluctance on the part of the 
States to agree to legislation of all-round 
national benefit, the very Constitution by 
which the Federation was called into be-- ~ 
ing resulted from the agreement andtruly 
co-operative action of the Parliaments of 
the different States. I have no doubt 
that, if it is found necessary to approach 
the State Parliaments with a request 
that they should legislate for the con- 
tinuance of the moratorium provisions, 
so far-as the individual States are con- 
cerned, and if it can be made clear to the 
State Administrations that it is a matter 
of urgency, the State Legislatures will 
pass the necessary measures. If those 


State Legislatures, which are more ae 
in touch with “the ordinary financial 


such a measure,-it will tend to show that ok 2 


unnecessary.’ — | sae 
I listened with great interest and an- 
ticipation to my colleague, Senator Keat- 
ing; and, beyond doubt, so far as he 
went m his elucidation of the construc- 
tion and general. position of our W 
Precautions legislation, he was very é1 
lightening. I am sorry he did not go 
much further. I have said that I am at 
a certain disadvantage in dealing wi 
one feature of this measure, on which 
intend to touch, becau8e high Ile 
authorities have been. mentioned a 
ing heen consulted in regard — 
powers of the Commonwealth res 
the passage of legislation of th 


: War Piessiione 


of the Defence power when the Common- 
- wealth, as an integral part of the British 
ae ere: is at war. As a matter of fact, 
the Habeas Corpus Act is suspended. I 
do not mean to say that it has been sus- 


¥ ae ~ 
E almost sie can be done per medium 


ae 


many words, but the effect of the de- 
sion of the learned Judges of the High 
ourt. is that that Act is suspended, for 
i¢ Minister for Defence can have any 
individual in the Commonwealth. arrested 
_and interned; and it has been laid down 
‘in that decision that he is not called upon 
to give reasons for such action. 
Senator Kratinc.—We passed a Statute 
to ‘that effect. That was the War Pre- 
a - cautionseA ct No. 3. 
Senator BAKHAP.—If I remember 
: rightly, that decision was given before 
that Statute was passed, and the Statute 
a may have been a sear of the 
decision. 
Senator Keatrne.—The tain was 
given on a regulation. 
Senator BAKHAP.—yYes; and it was 
- gubsequently deemed advisable to validate 
_ the whole position, if ‘any validation was 
_ necessary, by the passage of a special en- 
 aeement. The Habeas Corpus Act has as 
its main principle the bringing of 
_ prisoners to trial. Under it no arrested 
ee ae can be incarcerated for an inde- 
finite period without being brought to 
trial, but the Minister for Defence is not 
ape upon, unless he is personally so dis- 
: - posed, to bring any arrested person to 
Se Honorable senators will, therefore, 
concede the correctness of my statement 
that the Habeas Corpus Act is, in effect, 
suspended in the Commonwealth. I shall 
» not charge the Minister for Defence with 
unduly abusing his powers. JI do not 
_ think they have been unduly abused. In 
- the special kind of administration per- 
_ missible under the War Precautions Act, 
_ the Minister has been discreet, and, in a 
general sense, reasonable. T make no 
attack on him on that account, but it is 
- most undesirable that such a power should 
_ be continued, if it may be continued, after 
peace has been proclaimed—that is, ‘after, 
by Imperial enactment or proclamation, 
fae ES is declared to be again at 
gre Empire can be popsraed as 
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pended by proclamation or enactment in 


Bull. 


as an entity. Consequently, when ee ip 
Empire ceases to be a belligerent Power 2 
in respect to this war, when peace is by — 
Imperial proclamation or enactment de- 
clared to have arrived, I maintain that — 
the Commonwealth Constitution, in all its 
provisions, becomes alive and operative, : 
and cannot be superseded by an exercise 
of the Defence power or by ae ‘ 
enacted thereunder. | 
Senator Kuarrne.—Did you say ‘he 
Defence power? We have the Defence 
power in time of peace. You are Bis i) 
ing of the war power. : Re 
Senator BAKHAP.—The sovereign 
powers of the States existing in time of _ 
peace cannot be abrogated by legislation 


passed as the result of the war power of 
the Commonwealth in time of war, and — 


continued into a peace period. "That oe 
is the common-sense conclusion I come to, — 
and I shall not regard my arguments as 
invalid until they are pronounced so by a — 
High Court decision. As a Federalist, I~ 
am concerned with the constitutional as- 
pect of any action or predicated action. IT 
was sent here by the electors of a State __ 
to do, to the best of my ability, what can — 
be done in the interests of the nation as a 
whole, and to be particularly careful of 
the rights of my State under the Consti- — 
tution, which is essentially Federal in 
principle. J maintain, and shall main- 
tain until the High Court holds otherwise, 
that when an Imperial proclamation is 
issued declaring that a state of war 


is at an end,» the Commonwealth 
Constitution turns down the page 
of war, so to speak, and resumes 


its ordinary peaceful operation. Pro- 
fessor Harrison Moore, Mr. Starke, Sir 
Edward Mitchell, for all of whom, as 
men of high attainments, I have great fo ee ‘ 
spect, may be quoted against me until the cr 
endsof the year; but I shall maintain that __ 
it is unconstitutional to set up the ale See 
of war-time legislation or administration 
of the regulations under the Wat Precau- 
tions Act after the pronouncement of 
peace, and that the States should then re- ™ 
sume, and, indeed, do at once resume, 
those powers which they retained when 
they entered into the Federation. I ask 
leave to continue my remarks to-morrow. 


Leave granted; debate adjourned. _ 


“Adjournment. 


. "DECEASED SOLDIERS’ ESTATES 
| BILL. 


) SS Bil presented by Senator PEARce, and 


- ead a first time. > 


SPECIAL ADJOURNMENT. 
“Motion (by ‘Senator Mitten) agreed 


fags “That the Senate, at. is rising, adjourn until 
Ren u o’clock to-morrow. 


ADJOURN MEN F: 
| Importep Goons. 

- Motion (by Senator Mitten) put— 

“That the Senate do now adjourn. 

Senator GRANT (New South Wales) 
11. 18].—I ask Senator Russell if he now 
has the information which he promised 
to furnish me before the adjournment 
of the Senate in regard to the regulation 

_ of certain classes of imported goods. 
Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—Vice- 
President of the Executive Council) 
ie ee 19]—I have looked closely into the 
matter, and I find that the form in which 
the question was asked is not in keeping 


with the ordinary statistical year, and 


that, therefore, some delay has occurred 
in preparing the return. 
_ will be got ready at the earliest possible 
- moment, and ‘Biven to the honorable sena- 
‘tor. 
Question mand 3 in the pee 
Senate adjourned at 11.20 p.m, 


_— a 


Wouse of Representatives. 
Tuesday, 17 December, 1918. 


<—— 


ves SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot Johnson ) 

_ took the chair at 11 a.m., and read 

oO oe. 

: , SPIRITS BILL. 
Assent Seperied, 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


| om Mr. TUDOR.—I desire to ask the 
, ‘Acting Prime Minister what business it 
is proposed to deal with and complete 
before ‘the House rises for the Christmas 
vacation, and as to whether the order of 

_ business as set out on the notice-paper to- 


(REPRESENTA? = ES.) 


_ then pe ne 


However, it. 


that the Hause will rise Te the "Chris 
ee x 


Estimates. _ | 
Mr. Hiées.—To~ be _ passed bet ee? 
ae “ae 
WATT.—M E decidedly. ‘There 


Be be no doubt in 
ber’s mind as to ae 
ue pl — Does _ 


e honoraltte mem ae 


th ata statement . 


aad Defence Sinead =, 
Mr. WATT.—That depends | on circ n- 

stances. Other matters depend mor - OF 

less on the prog. made. pe tke 


Pension Bill ? 
Mr. WATT ely ee 


She Treasury omob knows that the iy 
ber of ibeue ac we can disch 


able to rise by Thursday < or ‘Friday 1 
at the latest. 


WHEAT GUARAN TEE. 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—Can We = 
Acting Prime Minister state to-day wh 
the first payment for the coming season’s: 


wheat will be made, and woes the amou 
will be? 


_Mr- WATT.—I Sdanie witht 
question yesterday in reply to an inqt 
by the honorable member for Wimr 
(Mr. Sampson). I then intimated 
negotiations were proceeding — 
financial institutions concerne 
gard to the payment of the gua 


money. I hope to be able so: 
week to make a statement | 
~~ a he i = eS 


SALE ( OF COPPER. 


HIGGS.—Can the Acting Prime 
give the House any further in- 
on as to the position in regard 
sale of Australian copper? oe 


messages than those to which I re- 
ferred on the occasion of the last na 
iby honsiavie member. 


aking machinery, intended for the em- 
oyment of returned soldiers, had been 
purchased. The sum mentioned to me as 
a igs been paid for the patent rights 
for two machines, which I under- 


country, was so large—— 


Mr. Tupor.—Fifty thousand pounds. 
was it not? 


Mr. BRUCE SMITH. —TI am told that 
was the. price paid for the patent 
ts, in addition to nearly £20,000 paid 
he machinery. In view of the-rather 
‘ky atmosphere in which we are living — 
tiow, will the Acting Prime Minister 
> the sees laid on the table for the 


Ag Smituy.—We have had some 
e lately. 

WATT.—But I beg leave to say - 
é honorable member has no right 
le to that matter in connexion with 


sa 


Bruce Sarria. = Carat not. I 
vant the matter to be cleared up. 


Mr. WATT —The Minister for Repa- 
ieee gee Millen) made a full 


the papers relating to Lot will uae 
1¢ Minister concerned. 


WATT.—I have no more recent 


- eirculated. 


ion Biiicwent! some artificial caren” 


a: have never been tested in _ any 


ployment. 
apply also to the Parliament House gar- 


Joint House antes a¢ 


hare. 
Mr. «sBRUICE SMITH. —As a ma: 


had no desire to associate the te 

‘murky atmosphere ” with the subjec 
matter of my question. If the honorable 
gentleman will study the phraseology of 
my question he will see thas Zp used te . 


up these rumours op moment ‘they 


Mr. Warr.—Perhaps the honorab 
gentleman did not see the full state ent 
on the subject made by the Minister 
week. : 
Mr. BRUCE SMITH.—No, I did not. 
4 want to dissociate mye use. of the p ase 
ok 


ey as is as well to clear Re 
matters as soon as reference is mad 


nounced that to all employees of the | tate 
Senseo House who are receivin ess 


lower’ ae assistants sie ‘iiban capt gat oh 
‘the House staff has received any 
sideration, and whether the House Com 
mittee will consider the desirableness of 
granting them a bonus at Christmas? — 
Mr. SPEAKER.—1I haye’ had under 
consideration something of the nature sug- 
“gested by the honorable member in view 
of the increased cost of commodities die 
to war conditions during the past year, 
but am not prepared to state off-hand — 
_what will be done. Speaking generally, 
the officers of the House have not very _ 
much reason to complain of their cone 
muneration or the conditions of their ¢ em- hee 


Mr. Tupor.—Does your promise, ‘sir, ; 


deners ? Soe 
Mr. SPEAKER. —Tliey are under 5 ee 


veered 


MK 


s 9430 Spanish Influenza Cases 


their own 


“SPANISH INFLUENZA CASES ON 


THE BOONAH. 


McWILLIAMS.—Some rather 
‘serious statements appear in to- day’s 
newspapers in regard to the treatment of 
returned soldiers now in quarantine in 
Western Australia. I+ would appear 


that messages have been sent to a member 


of the Government with regard to the 
position of these men, which is said to be 
most deplorable, and I ask the Minister 


official inquiries have been made? 


Mr. GREENE.—If the honorable 
member refers to statements that have 
been made in regard to the men on the 
~ Boonah, now in quarantine, I can tell the 


House exactly what the position is. 


“Mr. McWitrrams.—Hear, hear. 


Mr. GREEN E.—The Boonah arrived at 
_ Fremantle with something like 400 cases 
of influenza on board. Every step was 
taken to immediately transfer the suffer- 
ers to the shore. The rest of the men, in 
: interests, were left on the 
Boonah until such time as we could clear 
up the case. It has been suggested that 
it would have been very much better to 
take them off the vessel and to place them 
on an island, on the ground that the ship 
itself is infected. Our medical advisers 
tell us that this disease differs materially 
from the plague, in that while the plague 
may be conveyed by inanimate objects on 
a vessel, Spanish influenza cannot. It 
has to conveyed by contact with a per- 
son who is actually suffering from the 
disease. . he medical officers say that 
by means of an inspection made twice 
daily—which they can adequately carry 


a out on board, with the men pee control 


pS by oe 


“Stere given liberty on an island, where 


they could not be rapidly collected. The 


C experience we have had so far in dealing 


He with various ships that have been quaran- 
his tined upon arrival in Australia has borne 


| ther cases. 


out that statement. In every case 


within three or four days at the out- 
‘side we have been able to clean up 
a ship, and there have been no fur- 
18, 


The course followed 
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in charge of quarantine whether any’ 


/ 


will be possible for 


‘on Sie o Boonah. oe 


fines in the interests of the men, in n that 
as soon as we arrive at a stage—which i in, 
the case of the Boonah we expect wil 
reached to-morrow or the next day, if our 
experience of that vessel is the same as 
that of others—when there are no furthe: 
cases reported, the ship will be imme-— 
diately sent away from Fremantle in — 
quarantine to the other States, and it 
the men to be 
released in time to get to their homes — 
by Christmas. If we were to adopt 
the course suggested, of taking the 
men off the vessel, it would take 
longer to clear up the case, and there 
would not be the slightest chance that the | 
men would be able to reach their pereg a 
by Christmas. a 
Mr. TUDOR —I. ask the Minest 2. 
whether it is correct, as has been stated, 
that a number of these men broke quaran- 
tine by seizing boats, and that they were 
subsequently captured by tugs on thei 
way to the shore with the boats in a very 
leaky condition? If the statemen 
true, the Minister will recognise that itis 
serious on two accounts—the breaking of — 
quarantine, and the fact that the m n 
were jeopardizing their lives. at 


Mr. GREENE.—We have some in 
mation in regard to the incident refe 
to, but it was connected, not with 
Boonah, but with. another vessel, wh 
arrived at Fremantle and had to underg 
a short period of. boatone as. A 
plained to the House yesterday to ¢ 
the case up. There was no case of im 
enza on board that vessel, but it 
thought well to make certain that none 
the men on board were carriers of the d 
ease. Every ship that comes to Austra 
under present circumstances, is p 
through a short period of quarantine 
enable that to be done. The men referr 
to were arrested on their. way to 1 
shore; they had been duly quaran 
and there is now no further trouk 
connexion with that incident. 


Btn 
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"BUTTER POOL. ‘ 
Mr. CORSER. Bl ask the Min 


any report to the House in the ae 
the paypneny of balances for Put i 


erial Gemicns at the arrAEy pats 
9s. per cwt.? 


Mr. GREENE.—I have received a 
cable to the effect that the Ministry of 

| Food in England notified the High Com- 

missioner that the amount of 19s. per ewt. 
the surplus profit on last season’s butter 
ould be paid over almost immediately. 
he whole of the shipments of last sea- 
on’s butter have been approved. Appli- 
ation has been made by the Treasury for 
immediate payment. We have not yet re- 


S ceived payment, but-I anticipate that we 
will do so shortly, and that we shall be 
@ in a position to pay over, through the 


WAR TIME PROFITS TAX 
ASSESSMENT BILL. 


Mr. BOYD.—I:ask the Treasurer 
whether he intends to ask the House to 
: complete the Estimates before he takes up 
an the consideration of ne War Time 


Norfolk Island.—Administrator’s TonaHe for 
the year ending June, 1918. 


TRANSPORT BARAMBAH. 


Mr. GREGORY .—I ask the Acting 
‘Minister for the Navy, in connexion with 
complaints that- have been made as to 
condition of the Barambah at the time 
f her departure from Australia, whether 
is proposed to appoint any committee 
vestigation to make inquiries here to 
lement any inquiries that might be 


_ made later into the condition of that boat 
fle when she left Australia? 

igaebaia ' hae POYNTON.—tThe vessel was ex- > 
amined on her arrival in England, where 
he ot ak were chiefly made, and it 
reported from there~that everything 
was found to be satisfactory. 

~ Mr. Grucory.—There ought to be other 
departmental inquiry. 


c MBE, 1918.) 


-bargo is removed, I shall have much 


the House whether further progress ha 


of steamers. 


“ Barambah.”’ 


Mr. POYNTON.—No decision “has 
been arrived at as to any further inquiry. 
All the reports we have had point to the 
fact. that everything was done that it 
was necessary to do before the boat left 
Australia. It is not considered that By 
further inquiry is necessary. ~ 


POST AND TELEGRAPH 
DEPARTMENT. *@ 


EMBARGO ON POSTAGE OF Newsvarans 
: To SOLDIERS. . 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—I ask the Poel 
master-General whether the embargo upon 
the postage of newspapers to members of 
‘the Australian Imperial Force abroad 
still operates, and if so, when it TAN be 
expected to be removed ? Oi SU ae 

Mr. WEBSTER.—That is a matte 
which rests with the Imperial authorities. 
As soon as they indicate that the em- 


pleasure in resuming the conditions which 
obtained previous to the ss 0! 
the embargo. i 


COMMONWEALTH COMMERCTA 
ORGANIZATIONS. é 


_ BALANCE-SHEETS : Comonwite ae Lin 
OF STEAMERS. 


Mr. BRUCE SMITH.—I ask th 
Acting Prime Minister if he can inform 


been made in obtaining the balance-sheets 
of the Commonwealth Commercial enter- ee 
prises, and especially of the Common- — 
wealth line of steamers? We have not ~ 
had a real balance-sheet, such as an ac- 
tuary or accountant would provide, since — 
the Prime Minister bought the Common- 
wealth steamers some years ago. : 


Mr. WATT.—Speaking from memory, 


- 


I do not know what state of preparation — 


has been reached in connexion with the 
alance-sheet of the Commonwealth line — 
I shall refer to the office 
and ascertain the position. Most of the _ 
balance-sheets of the other organizations (es 
referred to have already been laid down ~ 
on lines recommended by outside account- 
ants, who are specially qualified. The 
Government will see that the prone ra 
made in this connexion will be observed. 


<A ct 


os 


- ~ADJOURNMENT (Formal). 
: Coprrr Marker. | 


Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot 
Johnson ).—I have received from the hon- 
orable member for Capricornia (Mr. 
Higgs) an intimation that he desires to 
move the adjournment of the House to call 

attention to a definite matter of urgent 
public importance, namely, “the failure 
on the part of the Prime Minister to keep 
the Government informed as to the posi- 
tion in regard to copper.” 

Five honorable members having risen 
an their places, 


Question proposed. 


Mr. HIGGS (Capricornia) [11. 20]. I 
assure honorable members that only’ the 
extreme urgency of this matter prompts 
me to occupy the time of the House in 
this way at such a late hour of the session. 

_ Honorable members will recollect that for 
- many months past I have endeavoured to 
get, through the Acting Prime Minister, 
relief for the copper producers. 
the honorable gentleman if he would ascer- 
tain from the Prime Minister if Austra- 
lian copper producers would be allowed to 
sell their produet to Allied markets if the 
British Government declined to buy after 
the 31st December next. The Acting 


Prime Minister endeavoured to.get the in- . 


formation, and he either told the House 
on his own account or conveyed an intima- 
tion from the Prime Minister that it 
would be time enough for the producers to 
ask to be allowed to sell their copper to 
_ Allied countries when the British Govern- 
ment definitely refused to buy after the 
81st December, 1918. About a week ago, 
the Acting Prime Minister told_us that 
_ the Prime Minister was endeavouring to 
sell copper to the British Government up 


ts 


was. s the longer. “This morning I asked 
the Acting Prime Minister whether he 


had anv information in regard to copper, 


and he replied that he had received no 
- word from the Prime Minister since that 
intimation came to hand. I read in this 
morning’s press information which will 
have proved very profitable to some people 


art he ° - — 


f [REPRESENTATIVES. ie 


and very capretiae to others In the 
Age appears this statement— © = — 


due largely, I admit, to labour trou 


~ Imperial Government have released ¢ 


I asked 


7 peuog 2 


Soe 


The latest London metal quotations 
& fall of about £12 per ton, to £112 per 
in the rate for “standard” copper on b 
positions, while electrolytic has dropped ; 
aE £134 per ton. It is stated that this is due 

“ official control of the metal having been — 
cease ” Upwards of 800 Hampden-Clon- 
curry shares changed hands at the lower ‘price — 
of 13s. 64d., while Mount Cuthbert, after free 
quittance between 2s. 9d. and 2s. 6d., finished 
upon offers at 2s. in a wide market. 


The Mount ‘Cuthbert shares have fallen 


and the presence of Industrial Workers of an 
the World wasters on the mines of North- — 
ern Queensland, but due partly to the un- oe 
certain position in regard to copper. The 
Prime Minister in London is supposed, Sa 
conjunction with Sir Joseph Cook, to be — 
attending to the interests of Australian 
metal producers, but the Government know 
absolutely nothing about the fact that the 


trol of copper, and that there is apparer 
a free market all over the world. Does 
not that disclose a serious state of affairs? 

Mr.“Warr.—How? —_, * a 

Mr. HIGGS.—It is serious that peo 
on the Stock Exchange can get infor 
tion which ought to have come as so 
possible from the British Governme 
the Commonwealth Government so 


equally good position. 
have had the opportunity. of tite th 
shares to unsuspecting people. «= — 
Mr. Wart.—That would have happenec 
no matter how the information o ne 


ment the market at once fell. 
- Mr. HIGGS.—The Argus says—_ 


- The announcement that the Imperial - 
vernment had released its control over 
market for copper, and that the electro 
metal had fallen £11 in price, to £124 pe 
Was contained in a cable message re 


Exchange 


It is apparent that ouone in 3 
can receive cables regarding the 
of copper before the Australia 
ment could get the. informa 
the Acting Prime - Minister defen 


hs aero gies 


“mation. in in a and being in doubt 
as to the future of copper, and as to 


Sar. 
information was posted as soon as it was 


2 _ known. 


"Prime Minister discovered that? 
Mr. Warr.—-I believe that 

"practice of the Stock Exchange. 
Mr. HIGGS.—The fact remains that 
when I asked the Acting Prime Minister 
uestion this morning ‘he did not know 
inything about the copper position. I 
say that is wrong. I may be complaining 
too much of the actions of the Prime 
inister, but I feel tht he is responsible 
n this matter, and that it is my public 
uty to call the attention of the House 
and the country to his neglect. 


is the 


Minister and Treasurer) [11.28].—I find 
_ very little to object to-in the earlier re- 
marks of the honorable member; they 
a brief résumé of what has taken 


to, 30th. pene next. “But I am 
fied that the Prime Minister has done 
A best, in difficult circumstances, to 
= get bn’ extension, beyond the 31st  De- 
 cember. 


“not in Britain’s hands-—for America con- 
rols the copper market—is absurd. I 
- sent to the Department for the 
_ information. I have not yet 


Rectived the papers, 
Imation from the 
_ ister. 
ae the mines would continue to pay 


Watt.—I understand that the 


Mr. HIGGS.—How has the Acting 


r, WATT (Balaclava—Acting Prime | 


‘= To ask him to do impossibilities 
when the war is over, and the control is ~ 


1918) Market 


but as far as 
I am aware, no information has reached — 
the Government within the last few hours, 
During recent months, we have been con. 
stantly . compelled~ to take our infor. 
newspaper — 
which have, in certain cases 
sutsequently confirmed by 
from the “Secretary of State for the 
Colonies through the ordinary channels. 
or by direct cable from the Prime Min- — 
The cable lines are in a very con- 
gested and unsatisfactory state. Fre- 
quently three days have elapsed betweer 
the despatch and the receipt in the ca 
of eables sent by the Prime Minister. - 
Mr. Bruce Smitra.—Many private 


cable messages are three weeks in Wh 


sit. 

Mr. WATT.—I am aware of the noe | 
tion in regard to private cables, but Min- — 
isterial advices are supposed to be “clear- 
the-line cables”; that is, Government 
messages of importance are supposed to be 
given a certain amount of priority. Never- 
theless, whether coming by the Eastern or 
Pacific route, it is not uncommon for them - 
to take three or four days from the time 
of lodging to the time of receipt at their 
destination. It is all too frequent for it~ 
to take a week or more to get a reply 
now to a cable We have had 
numberless cases of that kind in the 
past, but we are not responsible for it, nor 
ean we control it. The British Govern- 
ment, through its press bureau and ii 
method of publicity, is responsible for the 
way it sends its information abroad. Fre-_ 
quently we get it through the press 
first, and lately that method of pub 
announcement of news has been increas- 
ing in frequency. No one can blame the 
Prime Minister for that. It may be that 
there is a cablegram en route, but the last 
wire which I had made it perfectly clear 
that he was doing all he could, and ex- 
pected to succeed, in connexion with cop- 
per. If the honorable member for Capri-— 
cornia (Mr. Higgs) so desires, I shall be 
glad to show him the copper file, showing - 
exactly what cables have been exchanged, 
because there is nothing to hide about the — 
matter. All the Government were inter- 
ested-in doing was to stabilizethe industry 
during the war, and, if possible, to get a 
contract which would project aah into - 


py ae 


Ae ee Ot 


a dh os 


hers aca 
ad 


9434 Adjournment 


: post-war fries until the market attained: 


normal conditions, and the copper pro- 
_ ducer knew exactly where he stood. 
Mr. Hices.—Would it not have been a 
graceful act on the part of the British Go- 
vernment to inform the Prime Minister 
- that it could not make the contract, and 
so give the copper producers. ample notice 
of the petien to make a free market in 
c pepe! 
; WATT.—I do not know whether 
oh British Government have done so or 
not, but I do not propose to reflect on the 
grace with which they have done their 
work, ‘They appear to be surrounded by 
_ pressing problems of immense and far- 
reaching importance, with all kinds of new 
_. prospects opening up on the termination 
_ of these controls. No man can pre- 
dict what will happen when they do termi- 
nate. In the case of lead, the reverse re- 
sult followed, because, as soon as lead was 
freed, it jumped in the market by from 
£11 to £14 per ton. When copper was 
freed, having apparently been kept at too 
high a level, it fell in equal and 
opposite ratio. I do not think that for 
this the head of this Government, or the 
British authority, can be blamed. I should 


certainly prefer, if it was possible, to 


get information here that could be pub- 
lished by the Government simultaneously 
with the publication in Great Britain, but 
that we cannot control. 
member for Capricornia suggests that the 
interests of the copper producer, or of the 
holder of copper shares, have been 
neglected or hurt by the action of this Go- 
vernment, or by’ any carelessness on the 
part of the Prime Minister, he is doing 


both the Prime Minister and the Govern-. 


- ment an injustice. All we have been anxi- 
ous to do is to help the industry, and we 


_have gone so far during the three months | 


since the Prime Minister left, before the 
_ dune to December contract extension was 
made, as to arrange an advance for the 


ie whole of the copper producers of Aus- 


tralia, and I am doing that now for the 
first three months of 1919. We are going 
- to take a risk in that regard. We are 
doing the same thing also in regard to 
tin, our desire being to sustain these in- 
dustries, as it were, until the producers 
te these metals can see what post-war con- 


If the honorable. 


make: ‘their own ence ee acco : 
ingly. LS, 
it: -Colonel - ‘Aneee * Has there been 
any development in regard to tin? 

Mr. WATT.—1I have no recollection of : 


Surely ha honorable member for Capri- 8 
cornia will see that, were the Govern 
ever so wise, and ever so well-informed, 
they could not avert the dislocation or. 
change upward or downward which will be ~~ 
the inevitable résult of the release of penne a a 
metal and other controls ? cae 
Mr. Hiees.—That goes without saying. : 
It is the lack of information that I am oe 
complaining of. a 
Mr. WATT.—I have my own ideas of s 
the cause of the difficulty in the copper — 
situation, and do not mind expressing _ 
them. I think the British Government — 
were powerless to combat the Ae! i 
influence. I have said that to my col- 
leagues all the time. If the British Go- 
vernment had been in possession of the _ 
bulk of the supplies, they could have exer- 
cised a more potent influence on the 
market and on the purchasing arrange- * 
ments for the war, but America supplies ee 
as bulk of the- copper productoey of the a 


a minor proportion cannot exercise +t 
influence which ib otherwise would. | me 


fact. I sorrow with the honorable m 
ber for: Capxicornia regarding the in 
mation coming as it has done, but 
is a matter beyond my éontrol, and 
yond the control of the Prime Ministe ; 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN (Ede 
Monaro) [11.35}.—As I have been making Me 
some representations to the Acting Prime 
Minister regarding the copper producers, 
I must say that he has done a good deal — 
towards helping the industry along, so far — 
as we have gone, especially 1 in the guaran-— 
tee that he has given on behalf of the 
Coes although I do not think 4 


ntails any risk. But the very fa 
of the press. getting this infor 
tion first from overseas seem 


me to prove one thing. We a5 
in a tpAsition period,.and a n Ta 
these things which are of great “imp ra 


ws 


ance to the commercial and ae 


Homes for 


ound to occur. I would, dhepelore: 
the Acting Prime Minrster to consider 


_ ness arrangements on the other side of the 
world. I know his hands are pretty full 
with the making of business arrangements 
1 this side, but if he made a suggestion 
these aes to the Prime Minister he 
vould probably find that, as we have a 
lich Commissioner and a big staff, they 
- could do something in a business way to 
‘supply us with information. 
‘Minister has done well in big things in 
| England, but he has never been looked 
_ upon as a. champion in matters of detail, 
and it is desirable, in the interests of a 
great many industries, particularly the 
_big mining enterprises of tin and copper, 
which are the life-blood of this country, 
that we should have first-hand informa- 
ee ‘tion. The only way that we can get it is 
by some system on the other side such as 
ae, I suggest. Surely we have enough people 
in the High Commissioner’s office to see 
that our interests are properly safe- 
. : - guarded. I have no objection to the press 
getting information first, because it gives 
eS the information out again right away, and 
everybody sees it; but it seems an anomaly 
- a chat the British ‘Government should take 
an important step like this, and that we 


See 


_ should get the news of it in a second-hand 


4 


have something done on the lines I have 
ok suggested. While I believe that the 


ing possible to help and safeguard 
his great industry, yet, unless we 
have proper arrangements on the other 
_ side of the world, I fear that some terrible 
difficulties will arise here owing to the 
ant of business arrangements in detail, 
which the Prime Minister is not 
Perhaps a word of warning such 
has been ee on this motion will have 


HOMES FOR SOLDIERS’ WIDOWS. 


“Mr. TUDOR (for Dr. Matonery) 
asked the-Assistant Minister for Defence, 
upon notice— 

-. Will he give the following information to 
the House:— — 

. The numbers of homes that have been pro- 

d for the widows of soldiers by the Com- 


ms UL 


en, 
ae bee ee 
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> desirableness of instituting better busi- \ 


The Prime : 


~have been reported to the deparnen heads — : 
. for slowing down? : 


way. I ask the Acting Prime Minister to” 


Acting Prime Minister has done every-. 


W ibe and State Govaramiené, showing - 


hale Widows 


2. The Tees of widows of soldiers in the 
various States who have had their rent paid in 
lieu of such homes? Pam 


“Mr. WISE.—tThe information is noah : 
obtained by the Repatriation Depart- 
ment, and will be available to-morrow. — 

ies 


~~ 


TAXATION OFFICE. 


4) 


BY Emprovens. | 
Mr. PALMER asked the Acting Primo 


Minister, upon notice— 


“Stowing Down 


1. Is it a fact that a number of aaplovee on 
the Federal Taxation Office have been brought 
before the Commissioner of Taxation hecase mS 
of their conduct of slowing down in their work, 
and for advocating that policy in a type-writ- 
ten journal, named by them The Aubrey, pre- 
pared by them, and to which their signet ny > 


_ are attached ? 


2. Will the Minister produce the copy of the — 
journal referred to for the information of hon- _ 
orable members, and which is now in the hands: 
of the Secretary to the Treasury? 

3. Will the Minister inform the*Héwsesif-one — 
of the ringleaders of the party responsible for 
the production of this journal was dismissed 
from the Public Service some twelve months: a 
ago, and was reinstated quite recently? eae 

4. Is it a fact that the employees referred to 


tee 


5. Have “they been still further peporeat for 
hostility to other departmental employees, par- 
ticularly returned soldiers, who were endea- 
vouring to do a fair day’s ‘work? er 

6. How many signatures are attached to The : 
Aubrey, and will the Minister disclose the 
names? 


Mr. WATT.—The answers to the Lo ae 
orable member’s questions are as to 
low :— , ey es 


1. The position is not as stated. The oflegre. 
in question were called before the Commis- 
sioner to explain their attitude in connexion ue 
with the issue of the journel Aubrey. Pending 
determination of the action to be taken by the 
Department, the officers were given the oppor- 
tunity of stating in writing any grievances 
which they may consider “they may have’ 
against the administration. 

2. I do not see what good purpose would be. 
served by so doing. 

3. No.” The officer referred to was suspended, 
but subsequently reinstated. 

4. No report of slowing down has been made. “e 
against any of the officers referred to. : 

"5. No. Representatives of the returned sol-. 
diers have spoken of an attitude of yelleays C 
hostility on the part of certain unnamed Bets 
manent employees. 

6. There are no signatures. 


The articles are 
signed by noms de plume. ee 


Mn FOWLER te Mr. Giese 


ve: 


et Has any part of the £500,000, or other 
“sum, promised by the British Government for 
the purpose of fostering the treatment of 


- spelter zine or other metals in Australia;*been — 


allotted or promised to any person or company, 

or has the Government, in view of the promise 
: iss the British Government, granted or promised 
Sis to grant any financial assistance to. any. person 
or company for the treatment of zine or other 
- metals? es 
> 2. If 80, to what Deleaks to whom, and under 
“what ‘conditions? 


“Mr, MWATL > -f shalt have inquiries 
made. 


LONDON PAY OFFICE: DEFICIT. 


Mr. TUDOR (for Dr. Maronry) asked 
the Assistant Minister for Defence, upon 
_ notige 
4, What ‘is the Gekcit akeceountad tor at the 


pay. office in London? : 
2 Ts. it a fact that hundreds of A. oie in 


| England are heavily overdrawn, and that some _ 
_A. officers died before working out their over-. 


_ drafts? ig Sf pieeee 


Mr. WISE. oe tpt ameat on is being 
“obtained, -and: will be supplied later. 


SP 


HOSPITAL, SHIP MILTIADES. 
_ ALLOTMENT OF ACCOMMODATION. 


Shs ‘TUDOR (for Dr. Matonny) 
asked the Assistant Minister for Defence, 
upon notice— 


1. Is it a fact that on the oapitel ship 
. _ Miltiades, which arrived in Australia in 
_ August, 1917, with approximately 800 men on 
board, mostly invalids, military police were 


-menade deck, the same being used for seventy 
officers and sergeants? 

2. 1s it a fact that, on the same hits one- 
‘ ged and otherwise ‘disabled men had to go 
up and down several flights of companion ways 
— bunks and meals, while the officers had 
a lost the whole of the cabin accommodation 


: eae poisoning through dirty tea- boilers 
or some pother Shee te cause? 


jr _ Hepa Shin [REPRESENTATIY: BS 


< asked. the Acting Prime Minister, ae 


-» Mr. FINLAYSON asked the Assis 


used to keep the men off one side of the pro- | 


Mr. “RICHARD FOSTER (Gor * 
Preorr) asked the Minister for Hom 
and Territories, upon notice— 

bi dean he will inform er House as. to 


Me the Electoral Act pac 
cost of taking the poll at elections anc 
ferendums) during the financial years 
1915-1916, 1916- 1917, and 1917- 1918, wa 
as follows :— Re: 
1915-1916 


1916 IGT peers s 
CURE Ci woe eee 2 80,899 


. 


Fhe cost of taking thé ae at e 2 
and referendums was as jshows here 
under :-— 


1916-1917 Roferenduent 
we Elections 


£81, 13 RS 
85,437 pee A: 


19Ut- 1918 Referendum 


CENSORSHIP. 


| Pesiicarion or BAtTraLIon Cae 


Minister for Defence, upon notice: 


_ 1. Whether instructions were issued 
press by. the Censor that details of the 
talion colours of the Australian Imperial I A 
were not to be published? ‘7 

2. If so, is it a fact that, in defiance 
instructions, the Melbourne Argus did 
publish those details? 

3. Is it proposed to take any action. agai 
the Argus in connexion with the matte! 3 


Mr. WISE.—The_ answers to the 


orable member’s questions are as 
loge ee > he ae 
1. Yes. ree Sey os . 
2. Yes. a 
3. The Argus Nae been asked ‘to: Surat 
explanation. Pending the receipt of this. 
planation it is aps intended to take any a a 


ain DEATHS. 


Mr. FENTON (for ds ae 
asked the Assistant Minister f 
upon notice— ‘s 


How many Australian. sais, ‘ 
land between Ist September, 
“March, 1917, at Fargo, Tidy 
Salisbury and Age 


hia Miecsiaalta 
_ availab! To obtain it would 
tate an individual examination of 
y 60,000 files of deceased soldiers, 
would necessitate the services of three 
oyees being diverted to the work 
ot a than three days. It is felt 


CON SIDINE waked the ie 


“pane Minister, upon notice— 
1. Whether the Cabinet has yet taken Eos 


ea 


Tri rishmen now interned in the Commonwealth? 
Bare 2, 3t not, will the Acting Prime Minister in- 
Rees form the House whether it is the ingen tier of 


late , ar 
Mr. WALET Pea AiG! recently desided 
to release these men, with the exception of 


Dryer, whose case is to come up for 
; Bee scration ote 


ves FOWLER (for Mr. eax) 
asked the Assistant Minister far Defence, 
upon notice— GIES ae 


‘Whether it is a fact that those cone had 

enlisted for the Front, and who were in Black- 
y Camp, Western Australia, last month were 
ordered to hand in uniforms on the 18th No- 
ember, received leave passes to 16th Decem- | 
“and were paid up to Ist December = 
Will the Minister favorably consider the 
est that these men be paid up to He 16th 
aC ember? ; 


4 a WISE. —I will igs inquiries 
e, and ee the honorable member 


<om i Whethes; in reference to previous -ques- 
_ tions to the Minister by the honorable mem- 
- for Brisbane re certain Red Cross scandals 
. isbane, the Minister is aware that a Com- 
sion appointed by the State Government 
rted. and stated, inter alia, “ SBE con~y" 


as we have come to in regard @ 


eonsideration the advisability of releasing the ~ 


ject is that a commission was paid by Wil 
liam Brooks and Company Limited, an 
cepted by Mrs. Anderson, without due. 
ciation of her position. We feel both 1] 
Anderson and the company are deserving 
censure for their conduct? : 
2. Was the Commonwealth Government 
presented on the Commission? : 
3. Does the Government propose to take. ny 
action against either William Brooks and 
Company or Mrs. Anderson, or to require that 
‘the amount of commission paid shall be re- 
turned to the funds of the Red Cross Society? 
4. Is Ss a cece that one of the managers in 


ee 


conduct in connexion with the neatchie of ie 
secret commission ? i; 


Mr. GREENE Inquiries are being: : 
made. : 


ie 


EXPORT OF TIN SCRAP. 


Mr. FOWLER (for Mr. Grecony) 
asked the a ed Prime Minister, Mee 
notice— 


Sa 


Is it the intention of the Gavernnees ‘to 
continue the embargo on the export of tin an 
other metal scraps? 


Mr. WATT.—Yes. 


DARLINGHURST DETENTION 
BARRACKS. | a 


APPOINTMENTS AND Sushi 


- Mr. FINLAYSON asked the Assistant rie 
Minister for’ Defence, upon notice— 


1. On what date was Lieut. G. W. -Rick- 
~wood appointed Officer Commanding Darling 
hurst Detention Barracks? | ss 

2. What was his record of service in the 
Boer War and ahah: the late ate 
ee Sag 

3s For what reason was Sergeant Simpson 
i one from duty on 10th December?” | 
4. What is Sergeant Simpson’s — record. of 
military service? 

5. Why has Lieutenant Rickwood been called 
upon to resign, and on whose report? 

6. Of what nationality and religion is Liew: 
tenant Rickwood? 

7. Has the suspension of Sergeant Simpson : 
been removed, and is he to be continued in > 
_the employment of the Defence Department? 

8. What were the strength and classification 
of the staffat the Darlinghurst Detention See 
racks prior to 12th December? 


Mr. WISE—The information will be 
obtained, and the honorable mex.ber in- 


Wa Eee A cn te CY ea 
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_ Apvancres To PurcHase Busrnusses. 


Bs Mr. GROOM.—With reference to a 
question asked me in the House recently 
Ds the honorable member for Macquarie. 
I am in receipt of the following reply 
“from the Comptroller, Dope of 
Repatriation : — 


_ Presumably the form of Bed peste referred 
oh is that provided for under regulation 60 


of the regulations. under the Australian 
Soldiers’ Repatriation Act 1917-18, which 


-reads:— 
A State Board may make advances by 
way of loan for the purchase of approved 
‘businesses, plant, stock, and live stock, 
not exceeding £150 in each case to— 
(a) Widows with one or more children; 
~ (b) Married soldiers, incapacitated to 
2 the extent of being unable to en- 
gage in, their usual employment; 
a and 
~ (ce) Soldiers who, prior to enlistment, 
sy were dependent for their living 
upon businesses which they owned 
. and conducted. 
Provided that, where an application in- 
volves an advance exceeding £150, but not 
exceeding £250, the Board “shall refer the 
application with a recommendation to the 
_ Minister for determination. 
~ Provided further that advances for live 
stock willonly be made when an applicant 
is not eligible to secure such assistance 
under the land settlement schemes of the 
State in which he resides. 
_ Whether or not applicants, previous to en- 
listment, possessed the same amount of pro- 
-perty they apply for is quite immaterial to 
the determination of any application under this 
regulation; and, therefore, no applications 
would be refused on this ground. 
With regard to the statement that-a man 
“who applied for a horse and dray was informed 
that as he did not possess a horse and dray 


previous to enlisting, the Department could not 


assist him, the answer is that the man was 
. probably informed that under regulation 60 (c) 
- he was not eligible for that particular form of 
assistance. In accordance with the Depart- 
ment’s practice he would have also been in- 
formed in what other manner he could be 
assisted. 
hal ae es 
INFLUENZA OUTBREAK: SS. 
= n SARDINIA. 


Mr. GREENE.—On 13th December, 
Bae honorable member for Calare (Mr. 
_» Pigott) asked some questions in reference 
to an outbreak of influenza on the trans- 
A es Sardima. I have received informa- 


the honorable member for Yarra Qa 


to- ae ue that there Jare noe 
Re egee influenza on board. 


Hons —- 

Will the Minister for Price Fixing ‘ari i 
short return setting out the sources ‘from ‘whic 
the revenue of his Department, as mentione 
by him a few days ago, is derived, or will h 
me oe House the pean in any i 
orm? 


I am now able to furnish the hoarenee 
member © with be following informa- | 
tion: per Ee Le 4 ap id 
The sources from which the profits « ‘of the. A 
Price Fixing Department were, obtained are— 
(a) Rabbit Skins Acquisition : 
: Scheme, approximately 
(b) Winter Butter Pool 
(c) Cornsacks purchased for ‘the 
requirements of the 1917-18 
harvest, estimated ve 


CENSORSHIP STAFF. 
Mr. WISE.—On the 13th Decembe 


Tudor) asked whether the service 


arabia was vigned! 
furnish the honorable member with 
following information:— | 

Yes. A reduction has been made, and the se 


vices of several members of the Censo 
Staff have been dispensed with, — i 


a M. MENDRIN. cee 
WATT:—On the 29th ra r, 


a hoch member for Barrier Ses 
Considine) asked the following: ques hs 
tions :— Bie 
1. Whether he will give the House the 1 
fit of any information he may be in posses 
of with reference to the following quest 
concerning one Anatole Melentrevitch Mend 
alias Toboletz alias ha Semenov 
dieff :— 
(a) Is_ this individual. a Ger: 
- German parentage? 
(b) When did this Butane te! 
monw ealth? <' 


Se eS 


or Decemer, 1918.] 


Saat ianinonwealth wchertce 


pice any information as to whence he 

3 came prior to entering the Common- 

ary wealth? 

. -{d) Is it a fact that this person was a 
if Pak member of the Okhrana or Russian 


secret police system of the Czar? 
{e) Is it a fact that because of such ser- 
~ vices he obtained employment on the 
si Russian Consular Staff at Brisbane? 


 {(f)~Is it-a fact that this person has been ~ 
-_ ~~. used by the Commonwealth, police 
ae for the purpose of obtaining infor- 


pq. 23” ~~ mation concerning the Russian resi- 
mrs, dents of Queensland? 


mission has been granted to this pew 
bee son to leave the ‘Commonwealth? 

2. In view of the mystery surrounding this 
person’s antecedents and movements in war 
_ time, and his previous employment as a spy 
by the pro-German Czarist Government, will 


the Acting Prime Minister prevent this per-. 


gon from leaving the country pending a search- 
inquiry as to his movements and origin? 


I am now in a position to furnish the 
~ honorable member with the following in- 
- formation :— 


1, (a) According to departmental records, 
: Mendrin was born at Kherson of 
Russian parents. 

(b) No official record of his entry is avail- 
able; but Mendrin states he came to 
the Commonwealth by the’ Kimano 
Maru in 1911. 


te (ec) No information beyond the statement 
sy of Mendrin that he came from Rus- 
me sia, vid Japan. . 
pay > (dh) Fam 1_watable to say. 


{e) I am unable to say. 
a (f) Not so far as I am aware. 
Ge (g) Mendrin was granted a passport by 
ee the Imperial Russian Consulate) in 
poh: June, 1916, and he went to Japan, 
» _ returning to Australia by the Tango 
Maru _on Ahe 29th June, 1916, and 
is still in the Commonwealth. 
2. No. 


_ Since the above reply was prepared I have 
e "4 received the 


| Mendrin: saa 


s 5 Referring certain questions naked in Parlia- 
ment concerning myself, I offer you the fol- 

Towing answers :— 

(a) Am neither a German or German 
parentage. 

(0) Arrived in Australia peut 1911 from 
Russia, vid Japan. 

 (e) See (b). 

-(d) Am not, nor ever have been, connected 
with the’ Okhrana or Russian Secret 
Service. 

(e) Have never been employed on Consu- 

ef lar Staff in Brisbane. 

peat) 

vA mh. 

ae 


monwealth police whatever. 


(g) Is it a fact that a passport or per-. 


. arbitration legislation. 


2 temporary measure 5 


On SWINE: telegram from: 


Have never been employed by Com- 


™, f 


Arbitration Bill. . ae : 


(g) No passport has been issued. 

I rohs add that I belong to a well-known 
Russian family,” and am carrying on a legiti- 
mate business in Brisbane as manager of a 
firm of Russian merchants: There has been 
no mysterious movements. As I do not belong — 
to any Bolshevik or ,unlawful organizations, 
and as my movements have been only business ie 
ones, I think you can hardly call them 
mysterious. All the above statements can be 
satisfactorily substantiated if necessary. My 
name is simply Anatole Letivitch Meni eare 
without anyalias whatever. 


CONCILIATION AND ARBITRATION y | 
BILL. ' 


SEconp READING. 


Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs —Acgee 
Attorney-General) [11.47].—I move— 

That the Bill be now read a second time. 
This is a Bill to make certain amendments ~ 
in the Commonwealth conciliation and — 
It may be re- 
garded as more or less in the nature of a 
it is uot intended as © 
a review of previous legislation or to meet 
the need for amendment generally. The — 
Bill practically deals with three points— 
the position of the Deputy President of 
the Court, the enforcement of awards, and 
the position of returned soldiers in rela- 
tion to awards or agreements made under 
the Act which accord preference to mem- 
bers of organizations. Under section 14 — 
of the existing Act the President of the — 
Court has power to appoint a Deputy | 
with capacity to exercise, during the — 
pleasure of the President, such powers 
and functions of the President as ~ 
the latter. may think fit to assign — 
to him. The appointment of the Deputy. x 
does not in any way affect the exercise of 
the functions of the President himself. 


nn aul 


By section 144 power is taken~ to: zs 
appoint a Deputy President when- 
ever the President is out of be: 
Commonwealth, or is for any rea#on 


unable to appoint a Deputy. It 
proposed by the Bill to repeal both sec- kee 
tion 14 and section 14. Litigation is in 
progress with respect to section 14 as re- 
gards the validity of appointments made 
under it. Mr. Justice Powers has been 
acting as Deputy President. 

Mr. Tupor.—Has the litigation re-_ 
ference to the journalists case in Western 
Australia ? 


57 ara 
speak 
AN 
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~ Journalists’ case. Mr. Justice Powers 
considered that his position was so seri- 

ously in question that he did not feel 
justified in continuing to act as Deputy 
without an amendment of the law as is 
now proposed. Clause 2 provides— 

(1) The Governor-General may, by instru- 

ment under his hand, appoint any Justice of 

the High Court or Judge of the Supreme Court 
of a State to be the deputy of the President 
in any Part of the Commonwealth, and in that 
_ capacity to exercise such powers and functions 
- of the President as the Governor-General thinks 
fit to assign to the deputy. ~ 
(2) The deputy so appointed shall. be en- 
titled to hold office during good behaviour for 
the unexpired period of the term of office of the 

President for the time being, and shall be 

eligible for re-appointment, and shall not be 

removed during the said period except by the 

Governor-General on an address from both 

Houses of the Parliament in the same session, 
_ praying for» such removal on the ground of 
proved misbehaviour or incapacity. 

(3) The appointment of a deputy of the Pre- 
sident shall not affect the exercise by the Pre- 
‘sident of any power or function. 

This only deals with future cases. It was 
not considered advisable to do more than 
is now proposed. 

Mr. Tupor.—It is quite possible, then, 
that the decisions given by Justices 
Powers, Rich, and Isaacs will be upset. - 

Mr. GROOM. —TI do not want to make 
any comment upon . that aspect of the posi- 
tion. The question of the enforcement of 
awards having arisen in connexion with 
the Waterside Workers Union versus J. 
W. Alexander Limited, a series of ques- 
tions were placed before the High Court. 
_ The questions asked were: (1) Is_ the 

constitution of the Commonwealth Court 

of Conciliation and Arbitration beyond 
the powers of the Parliament of the 3 

Pikceyonlih, ‘and in particular as to 
: the arbitral provisions, and (b) the en- 
: fo jing provisions? (2) Is the award in- 

_ yalid by reason of the appointment of the 

~ “President for seven years only? (8) Is 
. “ale award enforcible by the said Court? 
The ease was fully argued, and the 
_ judgments were carefully considered. I do 
_ not propose to quote from the long and 

elaborate judgments delivered in that 
case, but, perhaps, I may conveniently 
summarize them by saying that the ma- 
jority of Judges held that the arbitral 


GROOM. ae was raised in ae 
valid, but that the - provision: 


Court to make compulsory awards as before. 
_done by the Court of Summary Jurisdiction, — Bs 


that the Arbitration Court goes on as before. S 


‘44 of the original Act states— 


has no power to impose penalties, a 


- power to impose penalties as the 4 
tration Court. In Seder to inform ho 


‘arisen from the conflicting ear 


provisions eft the: pucbitrat Re. 


to. the powers of the Court as. ‘to 
the CRNA ee aps. awards > 


which, perhaps, I might be ce 
mention. After the decision of the High: 
Court was given, he said— =~ 


I am told that a great deal of gy OE 
sion has arisen as to the effect of the decision eS 


* 
Sage 


given by the High Court last Friday in the 


case of the Waterside Workers Federatiom — ay 
wersus Alexander, that the decision referred to __ 
has the effect, as I understand, and I have Ace 
doubt about it, of preventing ‘the Anins 
Court from applying penalties for breaches of 
awards. But the decision of the High Court 
in no way interferes with the power of this m 


The only point of difference is that after am — 
award has been made, this Court has no Peer 
to enforce it. Enforcement of awards must be 


or otherwise, as the case may be. It may} 
parties who are interested in cases acti ¥ 
pending, or to besbrought forward, to know 


That means that the Arbitration Court 
can go on making awards and giving” de- bee 
_cisions which are binding on the parties — 
concerned, but that difficulty has arisen — e 
with resard to the enforcement of such __ 


- awards, and for the purpose -of clearing os 


up the position it has been thought < 
visable to introduce the amended Pus 
sions now under consideration. 


1. Where any organization or person bon 
by an Meee or award has committed any breach 


award ‘any penalties which the Court — 
power to impose may be imposed by any. CG 
of summary jurisdiction constituted by 
Police Stipendary or Special Magistrate. 
Different opinions were expressed by. the 
Judges of the High Court with respect to 
this section, and difficulty has arisen with 
regard to the words “ any penalties which 
the Court has power to impose.” It has 
been held that the Arbitration Court itsel 


therefore; a Court. of summary jurisdi 
tion cannot, because it has only the sal 


able members of the difficulty that 


a Es 


ig with these particular sections. 
ee, Chief Justice said— 


_The exercise of the power to impose ena 
_ ties is-admittedly an exercise of the judicial 
_ power. If the Court has no such power, the 

_ ptevision is, of course, of no effect. Any penal- 
oe which the Court may itself impose, but no 


ee 


Courts (section 44). 


 _ Mr. Justice Isaacs and Mr. Justice 
Et oor "Rich gave a joint opinion, from which I 
_ take the following :— 


But here. striking out the enforcing powers 
of ‘the Court, there is still left so much of 
& ‘section. 44 as relates to Courts of summary 
Pearet diction with regard to penalties. It is 
suggested that in section 44, the words * any 
peiialties which the Court has power to im- 
at, mean that if it be found the Court is 
invalidly invested with the power to impose 
the penalties referred to, the Courts of sum- 
mary jurisdiction are not to be so invested. 
‘We do not so read the words. It cannot be 
_ denied it is not- impossible to read them so, but 
ss ‘we consider that such a reading is less reason- 
ie able, and less consonant with the scheme of 

ae Act, than another reading which we shall 
 svate. 


Mr. J ustice Powers said— 


_ A doubt was raised during the argument as 
9 whether State Courts can enforce awards if 
_ the Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and 
a ‘Arbitration is held to be unable to do so, be- 
- @ause of the words which appear in line three 
of section 44 of the Act, namely, “which the 
Court has power to impose.’ Jt is said the 
only power given to the State Courts is to im- 
pose penalties which the Commonwealth Court. 
of Conciliation and Arbitration can impose, 
and if it is held that that Court cannot impose 
penalties, a State Court cannot do so. It is 
- not necessary to decide that question, but it 
might very well be held that the words in sec- 
tion 44 are only used as a concise description 
_ -of the class of penalties or orders that can be 
enforced by State Courts. The omission of the 
words in question by an amendment of the Act 
would clear away the doubt. 


aes 
ne 


=e “that doubt that the amendment to section 
Sit 44 is ‘proposed. We are adding a new 
jurisdiction to section 44. The original 
___ Act provides for the imposition of penal- 
ties by any Court of summary jurisdic- 
tion, constituted by a Police, Stipendiary, 
or Special Magistrate. By the amend- 
ment we propose to give jurisdiction in 
his regard to any District, County, or 


: which is constituted by a nade® 


EMBER, 1918.) 


Bad hives extracts from opinions < 


: _ others, may be imposed by State Magistrates’ 


ferring to the Court which has been helk 


t is for the purpose of clearing away 


ocal Court, or ‘Court of summary juris-. 
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or by a Polite, fretted est or “Special 
Magistrate. The County Court or 
District Court is an exceedingly usehule 
tribunal. Its Judges travel all Riese 
the States of Queensland, New South 
Wales, and Victoria, ‘where such Courts - 
are established, and. the Judges are 
generally men ‘of considerable. etandag 
in their profession. ed 
‘Section 45 provides— 


Where the Court, or any Court of summary 
jurisdiction, imposes any penalty for any 
breach or non-observance of any term of an 
order or award, it may order that the penalty, 
or any part thereof, be paid into the Consol i. | 
dated Revenue Fund, or to such organization 
or person as is specified in the order. — 


coer 


Ti is proposed to repeal that section, and 
insert in lieu thereof the following Pron 
vision :— . ie 

Where any Court imposes a penalty in pur: es 


suance of the last preceding section, it may — 
order that the penalty, or any part thereof, 


be paid into the Consolidated Revenue Fund, or ; 


to such organization or person as is specified 
in the order. x 


The words ‘ ‘any Court” refer tie ‘the a 
tribunals mentioned in the previous sec. 
tion of which I have just spoken. — a 

li is proposed to amend section 46 by © 
omitting the words “the Court ”—re- 


to have no enforcing jurisdiction—an¢ 
inserting in lieu thereof the words “; 
Court”, one of the Courts mentioned AL 
the proposed amendment to section 44. 


‘Section 48 is to be amended by omit- . 
ting the words “ the Court,” and inserting — 
in lieu thereof the words “a County, or ~ 
District Court, or a Local Court of ‘tall 
jurisdiction. This is the section which _ 
deals with the power of the Court 1e 
make an order on the application of any 
party to an award in the nature of. a 
mandamus or injunction to compel com- — 
pliance with thé award, or to restrain its 
breach under pain of a ‘fine or imprison- 
ment; but. the section seems to be invalid. 
This power has been reserved in the past 
to the Arbitration Court, tut as it has 
been held that the Arbitration Court has 
no power to enforce any of its awards, it 
is now proposed to invest the power 2 Ys Bane 
a County Court, a District Court. or a 
Local Court of full jurisdiction- — As ca 


County Court Judges travel all over aie 


we ng Vice oe 
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p ET 
various States in which County” Courts 
are established, a wider area of juris- 


diction is given for the enforcement of 


awards. 

Clause 7 proposes to add a new section 
to the Act. At present the Court has 
power to direct that preference shall be 
given,,and although it has very rarely 
exercised that power, preference is con- 
ceded by some agreements which have been 
filed under the Act. The effect of the pro- 
posed new section is that nothing con- 
tained in any award or agreement which 
gives preference to members of organiza- 
tions shall prevent the employment of re- 
turned soldiers. The section reads as 
follows :— 

After section 1 of the’ principal Act the 
following section is inserted in Part VII. :— 

**81A.—(1) Nothing in any award or order 
made under this Act, or in any agreement re- 
lating to industrial matters, shall operate to 
prevent the employment of returned soldiers 
or sailors. 

(2) For the purposes of this section— 

(a) ‘returned soldiers’ means persons 

(i) during the war which com- 
menced in the year One 
thousand nine hundred and 


fourteen served abroad as 
members of any Military 


Force raised in Australia, or 


(ii) prior to that war resided in 
Australia, and -during that 
war served abroad as mem- 
bers of a Miltary Force 
raised in any other part of 

. the British Dominions; and 

(b) ‘ returned pate means. persons 
who— . 

(1) during the war which com- 


menced .in the year One, 


thousand nine hundred and 

fourteen served abroad as 

members of © any Naval 

Force raised in Australia, or 
< (ii) prior to that war resided in 
Australia, and during that 
war served abroad as mem- 
bers of a Navel Force 
raised in any other part of 
the British Dominions.’ 


No Eaiaver will’ be liable to a penalty 
if he employs a _ returned soldier 
in an industry in which any award 
or agreement provides for the giving 
of preference to any organization. 
In other words, the returned soldier is 
put on the same basis as the man who is 
given preference under any award or 
( / tig oa 

Mr. Groom. 


sary, in Committee. 


Mr. Tupor> Tt i only right, tan e 
that preference has been given in y 
rare cases only. | 


Mr. GROOM.—I donot think that 
there is an award in existence which gives - 
preference to any organization, but 
I am. informed that several agree-— 
ments do so. The object of the — 
proposed section is to remove the pos- 
sibility of any disability being imposed 
upon returned soldiers in consequence of 
preference being given in any award or 
agreement. es 

Mr. Constp1ne.— What is the difference ; a 
between a Court of summary jurisdiction 
and a Court of full jurisdiction ? x 


Mr. GROOM.—As I have explained, 
Queensland, New South Wales, and Vic- 3 
toria have District or County Courts, but_ | 
in South Australia they have Local — 
Courts, with jurisdiction somewhat ~ 
analogous to that of County Court 
They are Courts of higher jurisdiction 
compared with ordinary inferior Courts — 
of summary jurisdiction, and when they a 


- exercise that higher jurisdiction they are. ~_ 
‘termed Courts of full jurisdiction. In 


South Australia, a Supreme Court Judge 
is vested with jurisdiction in these Local 
Courts. I am not quite sure as to the ~ 
status of the Western Australian and — ‘' a 
Tasmanian Courts, but I am having the — AE 
matter further looked into with a view 
to effecting a slight amendment, if neces- = 


Mr. Consrprnz.— Will there be any pos- as 
sibility of the jurisdiction of those Courts : 
being questioned in the future ? “eae 


Mr. GROOM,—No. Under our Con-— 
stitution the Commonwealth is em- 
powered to vest judicial power in any — 
State Courts. The amendments proposed — “i 
in this Bill are really an exercise of that — 
power. We are vesting in State Courts 
jurisdiction for the enforcement of arbi- 
tration awards. The Bill is merely in- 
tended as a temporary provision, pendin: 
fuller consideration of the whole subject 
of conciliation and arbitration. ~In th 
meantime we do not wish parties to 
deprived of the right of applications 
the enforcing of awards. _ 

Debate (on motion by Me\Tovon) a 
journed. re 


be es is 
Pea” tas) 
ues 


eee 


Budget ; 


BUDGET (1918-19). 


rie Committee of Supply (Considera- 


tion resumed from 25th September, wde 


t 


‘page 6358, on motion by Mr. Warr)— 

- That the first item in the Estimates under 
. “Division I, 
' President, £1,100,”’ be agreed to. 


The Parliament, namely, ‘‘ The 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [12.12|—In 
view of the long period that has elapsed 
since the delivery of the Budget state- 
ment, it is rather difficult to deal with 
the matters that are embodied in the 
Estimates in the way that they ought 
to be dealt with. The Treasurer de- 


livered his Budget speech on the 25th 


September last—almost three months ago. 
At that time a number of the questions 
which were dealt with by ‘him, were 


' fresh in the minds of honorable mem- 


¢ 


bers. 


But since then many of those mat- 
ters have been disposed of. Now the real 
object of a Budget statement is to afford 
the Treasurer an opportunity of outlining 
proposed taxation measures, of forecasting 


expenditure during the financial year, 


and of allowing honorable members a 


_ chance to discuss these questions, in order 


that the Government may derive whatever 


= advantage is to be gained from such an 


ee interchange of ideas. 


I am not one of 


; _ those who imagine that all the ability of 
this Parliament is centred in the occu- 


= 


.dozen members present. 
- witnessing the fulfilment of my prediction. 


_ the discussion of the 


pants of the Treasury benches. 


Only the, other day I remarked that in 


all probability the Estimates, which pro- 
vide for 


an expenditure of nearly 
£100,000,000, would probably be dealt 
with in the early hours of the morning. 
when there were perhaps only a half-a- 
To-day we are 


The lack of interest which is taken in 
Budget is re- 


_ flected in the poor attendance in the 


_. Chamber at the present moment. 
postponing the consideration of the Esti- 
mates until practically the eleventh hour 
of the session, the Government are not 


By 


' doing what is best in their own interests, 


or in the interests of the community, 


and they are certainly not affording hon- 
_ orable members the opportunity to which 
: Kee they are entitled, of discussing the very 
Bie many questions which arise out of the 
ne “Budget statement. 
ate being denied the exercise of that con- 


In short, Parliament 


ae Drcemprs, 1918] 


present session of Parliment. 
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trol over our finances which is one of 8 a 


functions, 


Mr. Larrp Smita.—Why does every 
Government do the same thing? 


Mr. TUDOR.—I can say without fear . | 


of contradiction that no Government has 


ever delayed the consideration of the Esti- Z 


mates until within two or three days” ore 
the close of the session. 

Mr. 
year in which they were not brought 
forward till the close of the session, but 
on that occasion, they were merely dis- 
cussed, not passed. 

Mr. TUDOR.—I have already said that 
if the Government were wise they would 
bring down a Supply Bill to cover the 
period over which they desire to adjourn 
—say some two or three months—and 
allow us an opportunity to exhaustively — 


Ricuarp Foster.—There was one ~ 


debate the Estimates when we re-assemble. ~ 


One of the most important matters de- 
manding our,consideration is the control 


of the Northern Terriotory. Will the hon- 


orable member for Denison (Mr. Laird 
Smith), who has visited that Territory, — 
tell me that two hours is sufficient time 
in which to discuss the estimates relating 


to the Northern Territory, or the Repat-_ 


riation Department, or the Defence Dey : 


partment? Yet that represents the Lae 
over which their consideration will extend — 
if the whole of the Estimates are to oe 
dealt with during the course of the next 
couple of days. I ask the honorable — 
member for Eden-Monaro (Mr. 


hours are sufficient time to allocate to the 
debate of the Estimates for the Federal — 
Capital site, which is only one of the many 


Austin ~ 
Chapman) whether he thinks that two — 


matters conected with the Works and — 


Railways Department? I am satisfied 
that in the end the procedure which has 


_been adopted throughout the war will be 


again followed in connexion with the 
I mean 
that within the next two or three days 
we shall be asked to adjourn until such 
time as the Prfesident and Mr. Speaker 
may see fit to call us together again. 


Indeed, the adoption of that procedure 


is absolutely. necessary 1f we are to avoid ~ 
rendering illegal the collection of the 
whole of the revenue which has been de- 


rived from the Customs and Excise Bills — 


that were introduced in 1917 and in Sep- 
The increased Excise of 


tember, 1918. 


Se 
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“6d. per. gallon upon beer has probably. 
yielded a revenue of more than £100,000 


_ during the past three months. Similarly, 
the advance of the import duty 
‘upon whisky from 18s. to 25s. 
per gallon, has also resulted in 
the collection of a considerable sum. 
The Excise duty upon tobacco has also 
been advanced from is. to 1s. 8d.; upon 
cigars, from Is. to 2s.; 
from 4s. 6d. to 6s. 6d. There has not 
been so much importation of beer, be- 
cause that has been a prohibited item as 
from 8th August last year. The impor- 
tation of spirits is being permitted to the 


extent of 70 per cent. of the importations — 


in the previous year. Import duty on 
tobacco has gone up from 4s. to 4s. 8d. 
With regard to unmanufactured tobacco, 
I am under the impression that about 
12,000,000 to 13,000,000 Ibs. weight was 
"imported for the purposes of manutfac- 
ture in Australia. be 

_ At the time when the Budget statement 
was delivered honorable members had the 
whole subject fresh in their minds. It 
was presented in this House six weeks 
before the armistice had ‘been signed. 
Since then the position has become en- 
tirely altered. - It would have been wiser 
for the Government to withdraw their 
Estimates of Expenditure, based upon 
a full war year, and to have’ brought 
down a modified set of Estimates, dealing 
with the position as it now stands. For 
example, in respect to Defence matters, 


expenditure is bound to be curtailed, _ 


‘Every ship-load of Australian soldiers re- 
turning home means a decrease in De- 
fence expenditure, for the reason that 
those troops will be paid off. We are 


‘given to understand that many transports. 


will be arriving fairly early next year. A 
cable message in last night’s press elated 
that General Monash is busily engaged 
upon demobilization, and that it is ex- 
pected that some 15,000 of our men will 
return to Australia each month. One-of 
the objections raised by our boys in Great 
‘Britain has been that sailings are to be so 
limited that greater numbers than those 
I have just indicated will not be able to 
return during any one month. The Go- 
_vernment realize, of course, that it would 
be unwise to throw oe numbers upon 
oe % Be aL . 


: _ (REPRESENTATIVES. 


fence Department. 


and on cigarettes, : 


‘curtailed expenditure to the utmost limit, — 


no longer necessity to deal with them — 


Government. 


-and socks and stockings, know only too — 


_reeall that I resigtied from the G 


the tahoe eee a Ry: one seen 
fact remains, however, that as the men 
steadily return, and are paid off, there 
will be hugely less expenditure in the De eh 


Mr. Larry Smrru.—The difference - 
would be shown under the heading of Fe 
“ Unexpended balances.” 

Mr. ‘TUDOR.—No doubt. And the 7 
Treasurer ‘would do as all Treasurers — 
have been careful to do; that is, he would — 
take care that the various Departments. 5 


in any circumstances. But the trouble - 
is that if a certain amount of money is — 
available. for departmental expenditure, 
there is always difficulty in preventing 
the Departments from mpendang UR to 
their limit. eed 
Take price fixing, for example. ‘And, eae 
in regard to that phase of our war mea- __ 
sures, honorable members recently were 
interested to. read in the press an official | 
notification that,.so far as some half-a-_ 
dozen articles were concerned, there was 


with the price fixing machinery of the — 
I am not sure whether — 
those six « items included-galvanized iron; : 


fixérd At the same ce ieee S, 
who have to purchase boots and shoes, | 


well that there has been no price-fixing 
machinery set in motion with respect to 
those highly important items. They are 
still aware, to their sorrow, that prices 
are about double what they were before 
the war. 
‘Mr. Wart. —The, honorable metaege a 
must accept a certain amount of respon- 
sibility for not dealing with matters such | 
as those himself. : 
Mr, TUDOR.—I agree , that tia 
mark is pertinent; but the Treasurer 1 


ment only about a month after it 
learned that the Government oo 


EC ii > 


pokes case. Prior to that, the Government were 
or ak ot seized of the fact that they had the 
oe to impose price fixing. I might 
5 = 3 permitted to add that to-day a person, 
peuvent he were prosecuted for not selling goods 

at the prices fixed, would probably be able 
to show—having read a recent decision of 
_ Chief Justice Sir Samuel Griffith—that 
eS the Government held the power to fix 
prices only during the state of war. Iam 
of opinion that, the state of war having 
virtually passed. away, the whole matter 
_of price fixing will have to go by the 
“board. Last ‘September the Acting 
Prime Minister informed us, in setting 
-- out a-statement of Government business, 
Z _ that it was intended to put price fixing 
‘ As ‘upon a firm basis, and to deal with it by 
‘means of an Act ‘rather than under War 
- Precautions regulations. - I was hopeful. 


ae dealing with it, but the official answer is 
- that, since the armistice has been signed, 
it is not intended to proceed with it.. 
The Treasurer, in his Budget statement, 
ares 
pee at 1S aw matter for regret that the Common- 
es aioalil has relied upon the, British Govern- 
ment to help in financing Australia’s share in 
a the war. The prosperity of Australia is remark> 
able, and at least we should arrange for the 
; ee Pa tire that the current expenses of the Aus- 
A _ talian armies shall be met by Australian 
- money. That is the basis upon which the 
_ Estimates for this year have been framed, and 
_ there is reason to believe that the British Go- 


vernment will agree to fund the arrears of 
 -£38,345,000. 


<5. share the honorable batiainan? s regrets. 
Sy _ When the late Lord Forrest was Treasurer 
I urged that, since we were enjoying 
phenomenally ‘good seasons and our pro- 
ducers were obtaining better prices than 
they” had ever secured before the war, 
the income tax should at once be increased 
_ as.a means of assisting us in financing the 
wal When, in 1914, Mr. Fisher, who 
as then Treasurer, imposed an income 
oA fez running up to 5s. in the £1, such a 
are was undoubtedly high. Even. in 
oe ake Britain I do not think the income 
x then reached that level: We im- 
ct this gradually increasing tax by 
means of the remarkable system of curves 
- which the present Prime Minister loves 
so much and which we have never been 


; : he: Seciion given in “thas ad : 


(Mr, 


that we should have an opportunity of ~ 
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i 
Mr. AvusTIN CHAPMAN. —And- which 3 no 
one understands. %: 


Mr. TUDOR. .—Practically YO: 1e 
understands this system, and very few 
of it. The qe member for Genk: 
Poynton), who succeeded Mr 
Fisher as Treasurer, ‘proposed and carried 
tax, but feos that time until the eee 
Treasurer took office, no further increase — 
was made. The income tax, to my mind, 
is the fairest system of taxation that 
could be imposed. During the last few 
days we have been dealing with a Bill to 
amend the War-Time Profits Act. I do 
not know what the position is in. regard 
to that Bill to-day, and I do not think — 
that even a Ministerial supporter would 
‘hazard a guess with respect to it; but S 
do know that the Treasurer’s attitude ig 
causing some consternation amongst his 
supporters. By means of the wee 
Bill an attempt is being made to pateh — 
up the principal Act; but, as I said the : 
other day, if some other means of reach- — 
ing those who have been making extra- 
ordinary profits during the war could be | 
devised, I should be prepared to accept 
it “Tn my view they can best be reached 
by an additional income tax. Previous 
Treasurers have made the mistake since 
the war of failing to obtain additiona 
revenue by means of the income tax, ar q 
I agree with the Treasurer that it is un- 
fortunate that we should have fallen inte 
arrears to the extent stated by him in 
financing Australia’s share in the war. 
We should have obtained more revenue 
than. we- have done from those who have e 
been enjoying magnificent seasons, and 
who have secured, during the war, better — 
prices for their produce, both here and — 
abroad. than were ever previously -ob-- 
tainahle. ee 


As to the cost of living, there are many 
products the cost of which could not have 
been affected by the war. The produce 
of market-gardens, for instance, has 
not been affected by the war, save, per- 
haps, that on account of the number of 
enlistments skilled labour is not so freely 
forthcoming as it was before. Cabbages — 
which, in the pre-war days were obtain- — 
able for 1d. each, have since been. costing 
from 6d. upwards. Mita pape: 


ee s 


commodities 


Mr. Arxinson.—The market-gardeners 
have had a bad season or two,and have 


also suffered damage by reason of floods. 


_ Mr. TUDOR.—I know that they have 


suffered from the ravages of the fly pest, 


but that is no new experience, while the 


damage done by floods was mainly on the | 


upper Yarra. There has been a steady in- 
crease in the price of vegetables. 
- Mr. Larrp Smitra.—Does not the honor- 


able member’ think that the market 


gardeners deserve all that they get? We 
see them coming into the market at all 


hours of the morning. 


Mr. TUDOR.—I do not say that they 
do not deserve all that they can get. I 
am merely pointing out, in dealing with 
the cost of living, that the price of some 
s cannot be said to have 
been affected by the war. 

The Treasurer no doubt is on the look- 
out for new methods of taxation, and I 
direct his attention to the following tele- 


_ gram from Washington, published in the 


San Francisco 
Aast: —— 


LUXURIES HARD HIT IN TAX BILL. 


WASHINGTON, July 10.—Preparations for 
framing the new war revenue Bill went for- 


ward in the House Ways and Means Com- 


_making general 


mittee to-day, with attention centering upon 


the list of suggestions for new or higher taxes 
on luxuries and necessities submitted yesterday 
by the Treasury Department. 

Members of the Committee indicated that the 


list would form the basis for consumption taxes 


in their draft of the Bill. 

Besides doubling present taxes on liquors and 
tobaccos, quadrupling soft drink levies and 
increases in other existing 


Yates, the Treasury suggestions include :— 


Musical instruments, &c. 


Taxes of 50 per cent. on retail prices of 
jewellery, watches and clocks (except those sold 
to army or navy men). 

_ Twenty per cent. on automobiles, bicycles, 


Ten cents a gallon on gasoline, to’ be paid 


_ by the wholesaler. 


Ten per cent. on hotel bills for rooms over 


: 9g dollars 50 cents a day or American plan over 
5 dollars. 


Ten per cent. on all cafe or restaurant bills 


and taxes of unstated amounts on men’s suits 


underwear over 3 dollars; 


selling for more than 30 dollars, women’s suits. 
over 40 dollars and coats over 30 dollars; men’s 
hats over 4 dollars; 
‘pyjamas over 2 dollars; hosiery over 35 cents; 


shirts over 2 dollars; 


shoes over 5 dollars; gloves over 2 dollars; 
all neckwear and 


canes; women’s dresses over 25 dollars; skirts 


over 5 _ dollars; 


over 15 dollars; hats over 10 dollars; shoes 
over 6 dollars; lingerie over 5 dollars; corsets 
and all furs, fans, &e., 
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Bulletin of 10th ‘July ” 


“a man purchased a watch at a cost of £5, 


‘as to new methods of raising revenue, and — 


children’s eiothing,? including suits, over 
dollars; toilet articles over 2 dollars. 
In addition to all these taxes, which woul 
be levied directly upon the consumer, the list 
proposes doubling the present motion-picture 
admission tax and imposing a tax of 5 per — 
cent. on moving-picture- theatre rentals, with 
the present film tax eliminated. oF ok 
A 10 per cent. tax on ‘‘ wire leases,’’ in- | 
tended to apply to telegraphs “and telephones 
and other wires whose use is leased, is another 
of the Treasury proposals. Be 
The retail tax principle is new in the United — 
States tax law, although it has beén levied in 
England, France, ‘and Germany. The Trea- — 
sury suggested that 10 per. cent. basis for this 
plan would be too low, and that any one 
wanting the retail goods would pay as high age — 
20 per cent. ea 
The Treasury proposed a license tax of 10 
dollars a year on soda fountains. . =) 
The suggested tax on domestic servants € 
would allow an exemption of one female. ser- é 
vant. Others would be taxed as follows:— | 7 


First servant, 25 per cent. of wages paid; 


‘second servant, 50 per, cent.; third, 75 per 


cent.; and on more than three servants (not. 
counting the one female servant) 100 per cent. 
of wage paid in each case. — ~ 


I understand that under that system, if 


ae 


the retailer would levy another £2 10s.,— es: 
as a contribution to the national revenue. 
Again, the purchaser of a motor car cost- 
ing £600, would, if the tax were at the 
rate of 20 per cent., have to pay an ‘ad- 

ditional £120 as a contribution to the cost = 
of government. It may be said that it 
would be impossible for the Common--  ~ 
wealth Government to collect such taxa- 
tion, but if it hag been possible to collect 
it in Great Britain and the United States 
of Amerca, there ought not to be any 


insuperable difficulty in the way of its. 
collection here. ; * ee herpn 


Mr. Bruce.—The Luxury Tax has not 
been operative in Great Britain.  -= = 
Mr. TUDOR.—Whether that is so or — 
not, I know that Treasurers are anxious 
to obtain as much information as possible 


I think this ~ statement will interest — 
the Acting Prime Minister. I have 
been very anxious for a long time that 

certain commodities should no longer 
escape taxation. I do not mind sharing © 
with the Government, if necessary, the re- 
sponsibility for the tax that has bee 
posed upon colonial wines. I urged, 
publicly and privately, the present M. 
ter for Trade and Customs (Mr. Watt) 
and the ex-Minister (Mr. Jensen), to levy — 


“25. 
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‘such a tax. I can see no more reason for and (10) bodies for motor vehicles, whe- 


imposing am Excise duty of 6d. or 7d. per 
gallon on colonial beer, than there is for 
imposing an Excise duty on colonial wines. 
Because of information that came to my 
knowledge when I was administering the 
Oustoms Department, I suggested that an 

_ Excise duty should be placed on spirits 


ther imported-separately or forming part | 
of a complete vehicle. The prohibition, so — 
far as ale, porter, cider, and perry were — 
concerned, meant practically nothing. In — 
regard to potable spirits, which, of course, — 
included’ brandy, whisky, gin, and — 
schnapps, the Minister decided that the 


~ used for fortifying colonial wines. The 
‘effect of that would be, that the greater 
the quantity of spirit used in wine, the 
higher would be the tax on the manufac- 
turer. That duty, besides yielding 1n- 


creased revenue, would encourage the pro- 


duction of a lighter wine, which, I think, 
would be a very good thing for the com- 
munity. I do not think that the Excise 
duty has been fixed high enough, being 
equal to only about 8d. per gallon. -The 
price of beer at the brewery would be about 
1s. per gallon, or, with the tax added, 2s. 
per gallon. The price of wine at the vine- 
yard would be very much greater—pro- 
ably 4s. to 6s: per gallon—and there 1s 
no reason why the tax on wine should not 
be at least equal to that on beer,-namely, 
Is. per gallon. 

- Reverting to the importation of luxu- 
ries, I have complained ever since August, 
«1917, that the list of articles, the importa- 
tion of which was prohibited by the Go- 

- yvernment, was not large enough. 

honorable member ‘for Flinders (Mr. 
Bruce) has stated that the luxury tax in 
England has never been enforced. Per- 
haps the Imperial authorities thought it 


better to deal with that problem through 


the income tax, or by some other means. 
The prohibition of the importation of 
luxuries into Australia was referred by 
“the Government to a Committee, which 
-_ ineluded Mr. McIntosh, the manager of 
. = Ball and Welch. As far as I know, no 
- honorable member of this Parliament has 
ever seen the report of that Committee. 
But the Government, acting on the Com- 
--mittee’s recommendation, prohibited the 

importation of—(1) ale and other beer, 

- porter, cider and perry, spirituous, in 

: _bulk-or in bottle; (2) potable spirits; (3) 
J ‘perfumed spirits and bay rum; (4) bis- 
= cuits ;. (5) confectionery; (6) eggs, in 
shell or otherwise; (7) fur apparel; (8) 
perfumery; (9) jewellery, imitation 
_-_—s jewellery and imitation precious stones; 


refers to the value? 


The ~ 


merchants should be allowed to import a — 


quantity equal to 70 per cent. of the im-_— 
ae es ieee 


portations in the previous year. 


importations in the previous year had ~ 


been extraordinarily large, and honorable — 
members will find that, as a result of that 
permission by the Minister, the importa- — 
tion of spirits to-day is practically as 


2 


large as it was In pre-war years. 


Mr. Warr.—The 


Mr. TUDOR.—No, 


spirits for munition purposes, and, 


secondly, the increase of. the Excise duty. — 
Mr. Warr.—aAnd decreased production. — 
prohibition of the importation of per-— 
fumed spirits and bay rum was to have 
But as a result of com-— 
plaints made by the importers, the Min- 
ister decided to allow those articles to be 
brought in to the extent of 50 per cent. of 
the previous year’s importations, So far 
as I know, that permission is still in force. © 
The importation of biscuits has always 


Mr. TUDOR.—To some extent, 


been absolute. 


been very small. I believe that 90 per 


cent. of the biscuits consumed in Aus-: 


tralia are made locally. The only im- 
portations area few fancy biscuits by 


some of the well known manufacturers of — 
the United Kingdom. So far as the pro- 


hibition related to confectionery, it was 
of great importance to local industries. 
Even to-day one can see imported confec- 
tionery in the window of every first class 


confectionery shop. But I am pleased to 
say that as a result of the prohibition, 


and the resultant diminution of competi- 


tion from abroad, local manufacturers 


honorable member — 


to the quantity. © 
I think that statement will be proved by 
reference to Knibbs’ Customs Statistics, 
which show both the quantity and value — 
of the imports. The reasons for the great — 
increase in the value of spirits were, — 
firstly, the commandeering by the British © 
Government of an enormous quantity of — 


‘tee? ee 
ae ee ade 
ee ae 


- oat 


quality us was ever imported. I do not 
desire to give an advertisement to any 
- particular firm, but I do say that the 
“Old Gold” and “ Violet Ray” choco- 
lates, made by opposition firms, are of 
the very highest quality. I believe that 
that prohibition of the importation of 
confectionery did an immense amount of 
good in stimulating local production, and 
I hope that it will be the means of en- 
- eouraging Australian manufacturers to 
make a high grade article. I often think 
that in prohibiting the importation of eggs 
the Government must have had in mind 
the unfortunate experience of the Prime 
Minister (Mr. Hughes) at Warwick. The 
prohibition. of the importation of fur 
apparel was not very important. 
pose that every Minister for Trade and 
Customs who has brought~ forward an 
amending Tariff has realized very soon 
_ afterwards that mistakes have been made. 
It is impossible to avoid errors when deal- 
ing with a Tariff of 400 items, many of 
which are subdivided under sixty heads. 
I admit that a mistake was made in fix- 
ing such a low duty on fur apparel, and I 
hope that when an amending Tariff comes 
before the House a higher duty will be 
imposed. ‘The prohibition in regard to 
motor bodies has been held in abeyance 
from time to time, and I do not know 
whether or not it is absolute to-day. There 
is no reason why motor bodies should not 
be manufactured in Australia as in other 
parts of the world. I hope that if the 
Government find it necessary to repeal 
the prohibition proclamation they will in 
the amending Tariff deal effectively with 
‘such imports as interfere with Australian 
industries. If persons desire fancy bis- 


euits from abroad they should be pre- . 


pared to pay a high price for them. And 
if the fixed duties, and the alternative ad 
valorem rate, are not high enough to dis- 
courage the importation of confectionery, 
the rates should be increased. The same 
remark applies to the duty on imported 
motor bodies. We can make them in Aus- 
tralia, and if the present duty does not 
give sufficient protection to local industry 
we must increase it. 


ete suspended from 12.58 to 2.80 p.m. 
. Tudor. 


are Oe vaeae ee of as ae aS Mr. TUDOR. Te TTreasteeng 
Budget speech, 


I sup-. 


referred to th rin xb 
Pools, the Metal Board, and the general 
financing of the primary. products of | the 
country ; but so much time has ‘cleo a 
since we discussed those matters that I — 
do not intend to deal with them todas as = 
He referred also to the proposal to estab- 
lish a Bureau of Science and Industry, to-i es 
do which a Bill has been passed through __ 
the Senate and is now before this Cham- : 
ber. If there is anything which requires 


\ 


discussion it is that proposal, but suffi- 


cient time is not being given to usto deal 
with it. Shipbuilding’ is another matter 
on which the House is to be asked» to 
legislate before the end of the year. Ac- 
cording to the Budget-papers, the Go-_ 
vernment has under construction twenty- 

four steel vessels—six at Williamstown, 
six at Walsh Island, two at Cockatoo 
Island, four at Maryborough (Queens- 
land), four at Adelaide, and two in Tas- 
mania. Of wooden vessels, it hag six 
under construction in Sydney. They 
are being made. by Messrs. Hughes, 
Martin; and Watson Ltd., and are 
auxiliary schooners. Six more are being 
made at Fremantle = the Western Aus- 
tralian Shipbuilding Company. 

Mr. Poynton.—The building of that 
six has been cancelled. oes 

Mr. TUDOR.—Do all the other con oe 
tracts stand ? Se ee Bes 

Mr. Poynton.—Yes. : LoS Sane 

Mr, TUDOR.—The other wooden” = 
vessels that are being ‘constructed! are 
twelve barquentines, of which-six are — 
being built at Sydney by the Wallace x 
Power Boat Company, and another six 
by Messrs. Kidman and Mayor. The 
twenty-four wooden vessels are to be con- — 
structed for about £1,536,000. : 

Mr. Poynron.—For £26 per ton.. 

Mr. TUDOR.—If we get the wooden 
vessels for £26 per ton we shall have a 
good bargain, and if we get the steel — 
vessels for £29 per ton we shall do vers 
well. 

Mr. MoWsn11aus —What was the pre 
war price? 4 

Mr. TUDOR.—Before the war y 
could get Ee like those of’ the Whi = 


Steam N Rapes Company, - rst-< 8g 
ocean- “going steamers, with ae “things an 


: ton. During the war the price went up 
‘ae to. over £60 per ton. 

‘Mr. MeWitttams. —That was a rascally 
"shame. | 


“Mr. TUDOR.—It is. difficult to know 


abe it could have been prevented unless 
by the Government taking over complete 

control. Everyone can be wise after the 
event; the difficulty is to be wise before 
ce a thing happens. 


- Mr. Sampson.—Even Great Britain fad 


to go into foreign ports and purchase 
ite at prices going up to £50: per 


. Poynron.—The most recent in- 
formation we have, regarding prices is 
contained in an offer from England to 
deal ships for about £27 a ton= 
TUDOR.—That is a modest. price. 
Preishte jumped up enormously during 
the war. When I was Minister for Trade 


and Customs, I did my best. to keep track 


2 


of these matters, because I wished to 
know the effect of freights on the price 
of commodities. At that time the freight 
was £20 per ton from the Pacific slope 
ee to England, and about £7 10s. per ton 
_ from the Argentine to England. Subse- 
__. quently rates went still higher. In three 
- months, with freights at £10 per ton, a 
__ vessel doing a trip and a half would make 
_ £15 per ton. 
| Mr. Uarrp. Surrex. What was 
Freight to Australia during the war? 
_ Mr. TUDOR.—That was kept a secret, 
aN but I understand that it was something 
over £7 per ton. Soon after the war 
started we were offered freight at £5 per 
ton, but the price jumped considerably. 
Before tle war you could bring kerosene 
as deck cargo on a sailing ship from New 
= York to Australia for 6d. per case, and 
- before I left the Ciistoms Department 
aes that rate had risen to 6s. per case, 
_ while the steamer rate had increased from 
23, to 3s. per case to 12s. per case. In 
_ Australia kerosene is in general use, and 
this is the only country in the world, I 
believe, in which it is purchased regularly 
by the case or the tin. Before the war it 
used to cost 6s. or 7s. per case. Honor- 
able members can see how the rise in 
freight must have affected its price. I 
ope that with the building of ships all 
ve! oe world that is now oe place 


the 


ee 
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rae “eopines, ready a sea, for about £8 per. 


have fallen 25 per cent. since the armis-— 


fruit. 


‘in the recent struggle, and that that wa 


sat on the Ministerial cross-benches, 
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Raichis may drop. Recently vehior dhe ‘ 
subject was under discussion-here, a mem- _ 
ber stated that freights would "keep at 
their present prices for some time to come. — 

Mr. MoWirirams.—They have fall ; 
25 per cent. since then. 

Mr. TUDOR.—In Great Brunia ‘they 


tice was signed; but if they do not fall 
more than 50 per cent. it will be a bad — 
lookout for some of our exporters. ie % 
can afford to pay a freight of 1d. per Ib., — 
or £9 6s. 8d. per ton; upon meat, which i is : 
worth 5d. per lb., and upon butter, which. 
is worth from 1s. to 1s. 6d. per Ib.. , and 
upon wool, but not upon cbsumed aes 
worth only 1d. per lb., such as wheat and — 
It is most important that the sG. i 
building programme of the Government — 
should be carried out, and that the vessels 


should be built at as moderate a rate. a8 


possible. mE 
I do not think that we shall ever ne e 
back to the working conditions that pre- 
vailed in other parts of the world befor 
the war. The Prime Minister of Great 
Britain (Mr. Lloyd George), in his first — 
electioneering address, recently stated — 
that the physical condition of Britishers — 
was worse than that of-any others engag 


on account of the industrial condition 
which had prevailed. In 1901, when 


described the conditions which prevaile 
in England when I worked there, Hi 
ing come to England from Australia they — 
appalled me. I saw children in Lanca-— 
shire and Yorkshire going at 6 o clock 
in the morning to work in the mills, 
their afternoons being devoted to their 
schooling, while other children had 
schooling in the mornings, and worked in ~ 
the afternoons. It made my heart bleed 
to see children of twelve and thirteen - 
years of age treated in this way, when 
they should have been free to play like 
other children. I-believe that the indus- 
trial conditions in the jute mills of Scot- 
land are as bad as those in the cotton — 
mills of Lancashire, or the woollen—mills 
of Yorkshire. I hope, however, that the 
war has aroused England to a knowledge _ 
of her industrial conditions, and that 
these will be improved. if have known 


seas 
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mothers to be at work in Taocone twie 


days after bearing a child. Twelve or 
fourteen years ago Sir Henry Campbell 
Bannerman, soon after Booth had pub- 
lished his Life and Labour in London, and 
~ Rountree had made his investigation of 
- the industrial conditions of York, said 
that the industrial conditions of England 
were awful. J am glad that Mr. Lloyd 
George has stated that they must be im- 
proved. I certainly do not think they 
_ will remain as they are. Some 5,000,000 
men went from England to fight, in 
addition to those who left othe occu- 
| pations to engage in the manufacture of 
- munitions. A great number of the muni- 
- tion workers will return to their former 
' industrial life, and the munition factories 
“ean be devoted to other work. It is 


most important to the Australian pro- . 


_ ducer to be able to have the. primary 
_ products of the country taken  over- 
at the cheapest possible rates. 
No one desires to see these vessels con- 
structed at such a rate that those em- 
_ ployed on them will be sweated in order 
_ that goods may be carried across the seas 
at cheap rates. 

i There are. many other points of seeeeee 
_ touched on by the Treasurer in his Budget 
speech, but I do not desire to refer to 
all of them now. 
- matter on which I should lke to say a 
word. Two or three weeks ago I asked 
_ the Treasurer (Mr. Watt) a question in 
regard to the premature publication in 
some newspapers of the report of the 


fc Repatriation Board. This is a matter that ° 


has been referred to in another place, 
where it was stated that, although the 
_ report had been issued to the newspapers 
in confidence, to be held by them until 
_ permission was given to publish it, two 
newspapers had broken that confidence. 
I well remember in #914, when a new 
- Tariff was introduced, that copies were 
"sent to all the newspapers in Australia, 
right around from Cairns to Geraldton, 
_ under similar conditions. This. procedure, 
_ of course, is desirable and necessary, par- 
- ticularly in the case of the Tariff, when 
_ the protection of the revenue has to be 
considered; and it is a great convenience 
_ to the newspapers, inasmuch as they are 
_ able to have the information set up for 
printing when ‘the time comes, and all 
Mr. Tudor. . 


hie aed eae 
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-Watt) if he would obtain for me the re-— 


There is, however, one. 


deen 


journals are placed on the same level. pays 
‘Unless some arrangement of the kind is 
made, the Melbourne newspapers, or the 
newspapers of whatever place is at the — 
time the Seat of Government, obtain a 
great advantage; and that. of course, — 
is not desirable. In the case to which I ~ 
am immediately referring, I understand — 
that the, Sydney Daily Telegraph, and | 
the Adelaide Advertiser broke the trust 
that was reposed in them. Sir Tae ; 
don Bonython, the proprietor of the 
Adelaide Advertiser, is a member of the 
Repatriation Committee, and I acquit him 

of all blame in connexion with this un- - 
authorized publication of the report. 
That gentleman is so much away from 
Adelaide, on repatriation business, that I 

feel sure that he had nothing to do with 

the breach of trust. The other two daily 
papers in Adelaide, the Register and the 
Daly Herald} honorably observed the 
conditions under which the information 
was supplied to them; but those who did 

not do so ought to be punished: in some 
way; for if a newspaper will publish a 


wt 
+a 


report of that kind, they will publish any — 


‘other, information ébtained in confidence. 
Yesterday, I asked the Treasurer (Mr. 
port of the Repatriation Board before the © cS 
Estimates were disposed of, so that IT 
might ascertain whether any action had — . 
been taken in. regard to tthe Sydney 
Daly Telegraph and the Adelaide Adver- - a 
tiser. " 
There is another matter in‘connexion  __ 
with repatriation to which" desire to 
refer. In connexion with the employment — 3 
of returned men in various trades and 
callings, it has been decided to, appoint __ 
committees representative of employers ia 
and employed to watch over the interests 
of those concerned. When the value of 
the work done i disabled or invalid 
returned men is less that the rul- a 
ing rate of Sage in any calling, = 
the Government make up the difference, ae Ue 
and the representative of the employees _ 
is on the Board to see that fair play i 
observed, so that not only the ordinar 
workmen, but the taxpayers, may suffes 
no injustice, and the money not be 
use of for the purpose of helping’ cer 
businesses. The following letter was — 
addressed by the Deputy Comptroller of 
Repatriation, Major C. S. Saas : 


' of a Soldiers’ 
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- Mr, cA Gea. the Secretary of the 
Tinsmiths and Sheet Metal Workers 
Union, Melbourne, on the 26th July— 


~The OS ee of the Department of Re- 
patriation provide, inter alia, for the setting up 
District Industrial Committee 
which shall govern the training and employ- 
ment of returned disabled soldiers in various 
trades or callings to which they may be trained. 
Regulation 30 lays down that a Soldiers’ Dis- 
trict Industrial Committee shall be formed as 
directed by the Minister, and shall consist of 
a chairman to be appointed by the Minister, 
_ two representatives of the employers in the 
trade of the trainee, and. two representatives 
of the union covering the trade or calling of 
the trainee. 
_ It is desired that such a Committee shall be 
_.. formed forthwith for the regulation of train- 
~~ ing, &e., in the tinsmithing and _sheet-metal 
working trade, and I would be glad to receive 
at your earliest convenience, the nominations 
from your union, of its two representatives for 
this Committee. 

I attach hereto a copy of regulation 31 which 
outlines the functions of the Soldiers’ District 
Industrial Committee. 


Regulation 31 is as follows— 


- A Soldiers’ District Industrial Committee 
shall— 
' (a) Consider opportunities for _employ- 
‘ ment of soldiers or their dependants; 
(b) Decide after trial as to the suitability 
of applicants for particular callings; 
({e) Assess the efficiency’ of the trainee 
after the commencement of his train- 
ing; 
- (d) Re-assess the ee s efficiency every 
’ three months; 


_ Ce) Periodically review the facilities for . 


training in workshops and technical 
schools; 

(f) Deal with disputes between ‘persons 
entered for training in private work- 
shops under regulation 42, and the 
employer, in particular disputes 
arising as to what is the ruling 
rate of wages in any industry; and 

‘ (g) Have power to call for and take evi- 
dence when necessary. 


The union held a meeting and appointed 
representatives, and on the 16th August 
wrote to the Repatriation Department 


< stating that Mr. R. C. West and Mr. de 


Gruchy had been chosen. This letter was 
acknowledged by Major Cunningham on 
the 19th August, in the following terms :— 
I beg to acknowledge yours of the 16th in- 
stant, informing us that Mr. R. C. West and 
yourself have been nominated as representatives 
on the Soldiers’ ‘District Industrial Com- 
mittee.  ' 

You will be notified in due course the date 


ly of the first meeting. Thanking you for your 


oar assistance and courtesy. 
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That is the last that_the union has heard 

of the matter, and the Board has not been — 
called together, although there are re- 
turned soldiers working in the industry. — 
Mr. de Gruchy, in a letter he sent to the — 
Repatriation Department, dated 16th 
tember, says— 


At the present time returned soldiers are 
being employed in a certain factory, and have 


been for several months, where the employer i 


is only paying the men "40 per cent., and the © 
Department of Repatriation is paying the | 
balance, 60 per cent.; and I can assure you 
from information we have received, the em-— 
ployer should be paying the men at least 80 per 
cent, for the class of work they are on, vith 
shows the necessity for this Committee to meet 
in the best interests of ge beck e De- 
partment.. 
~Mr. Larrp Smiru. Doe an. officer of 
the Repatriation Department visit this 
factory ? 
Mr. TUDOR.—I do not know; bal it 
is only right that, in the interests of the 
returned soldiers, ‘the union, and the tax- 
payers, the Department should not pay | 
too large a proportion of the wages in-- 
volyed. I am quite prepared to take the : 
word of Mr. de Gruchy that the em- 
ployers should pay at least 80 per cent. 
of the wages. ~ 
Only recently, along with several hon- a 
orable members, including the honorable — 
member for Hunter (Mr. Charlton) and — 
the 
(Dr. 


visiting 


Maloney), I had the pleasure Evite 
the Working Men’s” College, - 


where a number of returned soldiers are 


being vocationally trained. We there — 
saw one man who had lost his right arm, — 
but who, with an artificial limb, was able. 
to hotee metal, and turn out “ftpe ts class — 
work, If that is possible in six weeks 
under tuition at the College, I think it 
will be found. necessary to re-assess the 
value of such work, not only every three 
months, but at much shorter intervals. 
IT understand that it is a rule in Go- 
vernment Departments for someone to go 
through the Hansard reports and collect 
such portions of the debates-as are of in- 
terest and importance to the Minister of 
any particular Department; and I hope 
that this matter will be brought under the 
notice of the repatriation authorities. — 
I am extremely anxious that the returned — 
men should be properly trained, and, 


honorable member for Melbourne oe 


payer should receive a fair deal. 


_ down to his Department and identify the 
man, and if the facts were as she had 


Mr. Poyyron.—Would it not be as well 

to send on the letter you have read to the 
Minister for Repatriation? 

Mr. TUDOR.—T shall be very pleased 
to do so. Last week I brought under the 
attention of the House. the treatment 
which the wife of a wounded soldier is 

alleged to have received from one of the 
officers of the Repatriation. Department. 
T not only wrote to the Minister for Re- 


_ patriation (Senator Millen), but saw that. 
gentleman in regard to the matter, and 


-he promised that if the lady would go 


stated, he would do all in his power to see 
that such a thing did not occur again. 

I would like to bring under notice the 
gase of Major Carroll, in connexion with 
which the honorable member for Capri- 


: eornia (Mr. Higgs) asked a question on 


the 3rd October last. I should not refer 
fo the case on the present occasion if it 
were not that Major Carroll is to retire 
within a few weeks. Honorable members 
who have been in the House for a few 
years will remember that in 1914 a Select 
Committee was appointed by the Senate 
to deal with this case. In reply to the 
question asked by the honorable member 
for Capricornia, the Crown Solicitor has 
given an opinion upon the case, evidently 
as submitted to him by the Defence De- 
partment in 1916. Turning to the report 
of the Select Committee on the 14th Sep- 
tember, 1914, page 6, question 89, it 


would appear that the facts upon which 


. Carcell ?—I am Major 


the Crown Solicitor gave his opinion were 
inaccurate. The following is a portion 
of the evidence to which I refer -— 


_ Are you “Captain” Carroll or “ Major” 
Carroll, according to 


the Gazette, according to General Orders. of 


the Commonwealth Military Forces, 
cording to Army Orders issued in South Africa. 


and ac- 


On my return from South Africa to Queens- 
_jand, Colonel Ricardo would not recognise my 
= rank’ as major, on the ground that te do so 


i 


would be to put me over the heads of other 
_ officers. 


When I was retrenched in Queens- 
land, and sent temporarily to New 
Wales, I continued my correspondence on the 


subject of the recognition of my majority, and 


_ military 


I was so certain of my rank that I asked that 
the matter should be referred to the highest 
authority in Australia. I. 


secondly, that the workers ae the 1 tax- 


South 


take 


Cite = or Sch Sila! te ey 
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wrote to the Chiet Staff Officer in Goan 
Wales, calling attention to the fact that I wa 
addressed as “ Ca ptain,” though I had been 
promoted to the full rank of Major, and_ se, 
though that rank was recognised in the Com- 
monwealth Military Forces in a General Order ae 
published in the Gazette No. 29, 1902. : 
Major Carroll is to be retired as major __ 
at the age of fifty-five. He has obtained 
his promotion, and he contends that he s25 
should have had it in 1901. His case is 
important, in view of the fact that we 
shall have many men returning from the —__ 
Front holding various ranks; and it may 
prove an object lesson, and prevent officers 
who have stayed at home . taking pre- "i 
cedence over those who have served 
abroad. Captain Carroll was not serving 
with the Queensland contingent, but was— 
serving with the 20th Battery Royal 
Field Artillery, as can be seen from the 
following extract from Army Orders, 
South Africa, dated the 14th October, 
1901:— Eo 
Appointments oeaniett to the appraval of. as. 
the Queensland Government, Capt. J.W.M. - 


Se. eR 


Carroll, Queensland Permanent Staff, to be — 
Major, - supernumerary to establishment. * 
Dated 7th July, 1901. ts 3 


It is also proved by the following memo- 
randum, which is Exhibit 23, to tite. oes 
Report ot the Select Comanitees! —~ a eee 
Captain J. W. Carroll, C.M.F. ., was attached ES 
to the Royal Field Artillery (20th Battery  — 
R.F.A.) on the departure of his contingen 
(the Ist Q.I.B.) to Australia in 1901. He wa 
appointed Major in Army Orders, South 
Africa, dated 7/7/01 (certified seen at-— 
tached}. He commanded the 20th Battery — 
R.F.A. during that period of 1901 when Major | 
King was in command. of a column.—H.— 
Coddington, Major, C.O. Natal District. =, 
Lord Kitchener cabled to Queensland. 
asking if the Government would consent 
to this promotion to the rank of- major. — 
This was granted, as can be seen in 
Queensland Government Gazette dated 3 
29th November, 1901. The King then ~ 
promoted Captain Carroll to the full © 
rank of major. He continued to serve 
with the 20th Battery Royal Field Artil- 
lery as a major of the Queensland per- — 
manent staff until his recall in 1902. — 
The following is an extract from Cape 
Colony Orders, eh oes 27th Mar 
1903 :-— 
Major J. W. M. Carroll, Onsen 
manent Staff (attached R.F.A.), 
leave of absence in Cape Colony 
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from. na Santley to 11th February, 1902, in- 
stead of as therein stated C.R., No. 
| AS 2630 / 1844. cs 

The Commonwealth aceceu laine the 


_ promotion in “South Africa, because, on 

Major Carroll’s return, as shown in 

General Orders dated_10th April, 1902, 

the name of Major Carroll appears 

a among the commissioned officers men- 

+ tioned as being due to arrive at Sonary 
— on the 20th April, 1903. 

As Major Carroll is to ret before 
this House may meet again, he is putting 
forward his claim, which I am voicing. 

_ He has been deprived of his position, and 
men who have not had the service he had 


in South Africa, or service in the present ~ 


war, have been. promoted over his head. 
-As he will be fifty-five years of age next 
year, he will have to retire, this being the 
-age of retirement for majors. Heclaims 
that he is entitled to the full rank of 
major from the 7th July, 1901; and that 
as promotion comes every five years, he 
should have attained the rank of heut.- 
— colonel in {1906, and colonel in 1911. 
He would not then have had to retire at 
the age of fifty-five. 
This morning, Mr. Speaker, in answer 
to a question as to whether the officers 
__ and servants of this Parliament had _ re- 
ox «eived consideration in the matter of 
"promotions and increases of pay, said 
that their claims had been given con- 
eee The increased cost of living 
_ has affected every one. 
gone up, and the price of clothing, food, 
= ae every necessity has increased. In 
every arbitration award provision has 
been made for increased wages. The Esti- 
mates show that thé foreman 
attached to this building was paid £168 
eel last year, and receives the same amount 
of wages this year. I admit that it is 
a promotion, because, unfortunately, his 
ee ‘predecessor passed away last year. Three 
_ other gardeners were employed last year, 
and were paid £445. There are only two 
_ of them employed this year, and the item 
has been reduced to £313. I appeal to 
the House Committee to consider the posi- 
tion of these men, with a view to grant- 
ing them an increase of wages on account 
of the increased cost of living. 
Mr. lLrivineston.—The House Com- 
ee gave the sea an increase a 


_ 
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Mr. TUDOR.—I am glad to hear the — 
honorable member’s statement. My 
ignorance on the point shows positively 
that the men have not spoken to me in 
regard to the matter. if 
About a fortnight ago I ved tie 4 
Assistant Minister for Defence (Mr. 
Wise) whether the services-of members of _ 
the censorship staff had been dispensed 
with, and this morning he informed me 
that the services of several members of the 
Censor’s staff had been dispensed with. 5 be 
cannot see the need for retaining more ~ 
than one or two censors in each State. I 
know that the Acting Prime Minister 
(Mr. Watt) has told me that it is abso- 
lutely necessary that newspapers should 
be prevented from saying anything ely 
to reflect on-an Ally, and that care should — 
be exercised in regard to financial mat- 
ters, and I agree with him to that extent; 
but "beyond retaining one or two censors 
in each State, I think we should throw — 
the whole of the responsibility on the 
newspapers themselves. I do not know 
of an instance of any newspaper ee 
published one of the orders issued under ; 
the censorship regulations, and there have ss 
been hundreds of them issued. Some — 
newspapers have published matter which — ; 
was not permitted to appear in other pub- 
lications, while members of the Censor’s — 
staff have ‘been practically living on the 
premises of other newspapers. It seems 
to me there is no need to retain the huge — 


during the last few years. If we were to 
follow the recommendations of the Con- — 
ference of Editors; which met in ine 
last and dealt with the question of the 
censorship, I think we could do away Misc 

many of the censors. 


I shall deal with the question af non- 
official postmasters and postmistresses and 
with the Defence Department’s treatment 
of dependants when we come to the re- 
spective items if the opportunity presents — 
itself for doing so. I know what will be 
the Treasurer’s reply to any advocacy of 


an increase in the rate of pension paid to — 


invalids and old-age pensioners. He will 
say that the matter was dealt with m 
1916. TI have not the figures with me, 
and I do not know what the increase 1m 
house rents and in the price of groceries 
and meat has been—those are practically 
all of ee items that Mr. Knibbs deals — 


as 5s. or 6s. At Port Pirie the smelting 
company, for the protection of its work- 
ers, has been compelled to establish shops 
for the distribution of goods, in order to 
avoid some of the charges imposed . by 
middlemen. However, in regard to old- 
age pensions, I hope that the Treasurer 
(Mr. Watt) will be able to reconsider the 
matter, and see whether it will not be 
possible to give the pensioners an amount 
equivalent to the value of the 10s. per 
week they received when the pension was 
first established in 1909. If he says that 
the conditions obtaining to-day are not 
permanent, and that we are likely to get 
back to times when prices will be more 
normal, some temporary arrangement 
might be made by. which these people 
who find it difficult to exist to-day will be 
able to live under more favorable con- 
ditions. 
; Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN  (Eden- 
_ Monaro) [3.15].—I do not propose to take 
‘up the time of the Committee at any 
_ length, because we have reached such a late 
hour in the session. Estimates are brought 
forward under the old custom or practice, 
namely, that we should address ourselves 
_ to grievances before granting Supply. We 


-cannot do that on this ocgasion ; but such 


only complaint that 1 have to make 
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with—but I know that there has been a a disability i is not unusual, since thors hag: be 
greater increase in the cost of clothing grown up amongst Governments the cus- 
than there has been in all the other items tom of living on Supply Bills and dealing 
put together. This increase has not been with the Estimates at practically the last 
included: in Mr. Knibbs’ figures. It moment. We have had some shocking 
would be a difficult. matter to calculate it. examples of that system, and, having re-— 
Suits of clothes vary considerably in price. gard to them, we have not too much to 
A suit that could be bought for £6 6s. complain of to-day. 
a little while ago costs double that The circumstances under which we are 
amount to-day. dealing with these Estimates are unique, 
Mr. Warr.—It will be necessary for us since they were submitted to us in time of 
to wear less clothing. war, and we are called upon to discuss 
Mr. MoWi1i1ams.—Some children have them in time of peace. No one can say 
to go about without boots. when the peace terms will be actually 
Mr. TUDOR.—If we have reached. signed; but the position to-day is very 
a condition of affairs in Australia in different from that which prevailed when 
which children have to go about without the Budget speech was delivered. [I ~ 
_ boots because their parents cannot afford therefore think that we could not have a 
to buy them, it is high time that the Go- better chance of cutting down the Esti- 
vernment took a hand in the matter. mates than that which now presents 
Evidence has been given before various itself. We cannot go on living at the 
Commissions showing that the cost of dis- present rate. I do not offer this criticism 
tribution of boots is more than the cost in a factious spirit. As one who does 
of production. Allowing the cost of raw not enjey good health, 1t would be better 
material at 6s. and the cost. of manufac-. for me, from a personal point of view, 
fure at 4s., the cost' of distribution, to swim with the tide, and not to make 
_ wholesale and retail, is very often as much statements to which Ministers object. a 


But the general opinion is that we are 
living at too high a rate, and that we 
must either cut down the national expen- 
diture or increase taxation. ee 
Mr. McWI.u1AMs. meee: shall have to ers 
do both. ee 
Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN. — We ated 
should have a little of both. Taxation 
to-day is heavy enough; but I do not ~ 
throw the responsibility for it solely upon 
the shoulders of the Government. They, — 
after all, are.only the servants of the ~ 
people, and have to do the best they can Ws 
in the circumstances. They have done — 
very well, and I take no exception to their = 
action. They naturally slip at times— 
even the Acting Prime Minister (Mr. 
Watt) occasionally slips; but no one wants 
to say an unkind word of him. The 


against him is that he is attempting too 
much. It was never intended that the 
country should be governed by one man Ec 
and that is the position to-day. _ 

Mr. Hector LamMonp.—Yesterday ~ 
complaint was that the country was b 
governed by Boards. , oe 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN. Oe [ wonld. d, 
remind the honorable member that I am 
not prepared to take a punch in the eye 


af withott giving one back. 
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tee a man 


strikes you on the left cheek you should 


turn: the other to him, but never forget 


‘that the third blow is your own. 


ters are but political pigmies. 


I am told that to attempt to reduce 
these Estimates would be to censure the 
Government. I do not share that view. 
In the New South Wales Parliament we 
used to send back the Estimates, and 
we have had them reduced by as much 
as £50,000. In those days we had in 
office men of the Parkes and Dibbs type, 
compared with whom recent-day Muinis- 
Those 


men realized that they had to pay some 
attention to the desires of the people, and 


-J Seman bar Lincoln’s 


~ follow. 


ei < 


3 


surely I am entitled, as a representative 
of the people, to express my views and to 
propose to reduce the Estimates without 
having laid against me the charge that I 
am seeking to censure the Government. 
advice, ‘‘ Never 
swap horses while crossing the stream.’ 

We are crossing a turgid; swollen stream 


at. the present time, but the reins are 


being held by men of experience, and they 
should know exactly what course to 
The Acting Prime Minister, in 
~ answering questions put to him in this 
House from day to day, is a perfect 
political encyclopedia, and displays .a 
knowledge of detail and a grasp of the 
situation such as no ordinary man could 
‘be expected to have. 
has taken too much upon himself, I do 
not wish to cast any reflection upon him 
. or his colleagues. Some of his colleagues 


- —especially some of the newer Ministers 


“will accuse the honorable 
“wanting more power. 


~ Commonwealth. 


—have done very well. 

Mr. Warr.—May I say that I did not 
take anything upon myself; the position 
was given to me; I did not want~it. 


Mr, AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—No one 
member of 
He has done well, 
and can do well. But he must not take 
to himself the position of dictator of the 
He must not say that 
it is for him alone to determine what taxa- 
tion shall be imposed, or what economies 
shall be practised. In that regard he 


has exactly the same rights that the 
-_ humblest member of. this House enjoys, 


+p 


Cleat 


; ha 


and no more. 


He has to steer the ship 
“of State, but he Nes not own it. The 
e do... 


ing to do all the time. 


When I say that he. 


Mr. Consrprne.—This sounds = 


mutiny on the high seas. : 
_Mr. sey tN CHAPMAN.—No; ite 


in ee bub in obese the laws of — 
the land. I prefer to live under the © 
Union Jack rather than the Red Flag. 

Mr, Finutayson.—The honorable mem- 
ber is living under both. se 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—That is 
what the honorable member has been try- © 
At the last elec- | 
tion he nearly slipped, and at the next he 
may fall. : % 

Mr, Frntayson.—I am under both the . 
Union Jack and the Red Flag. eo 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—The only 
part of the Union Jack under which the — 
honorable member carries on is the rod 
part. 

Surely some attempt should be ee to 
secure economy and to reduce taxation. — 
The representative journals throughout — 
Australia are demanding the practice of — 
economy in the government of the Com-— 
monwealth. We were. returned with a 
magnificent majority, but I should not © 
like to go before the people to-morrow, — 
and to attempt to defend every item of — 
our expenditure. We should try to cut 
down the Estimates. By whom are they © 
prepared ? They are prepared by members ~ 
of the Public Service. We are told that — 
the Treasurer cut down the draft Esti- — 
mates by £2,000,000. In my twenty- — 
eight years of political life—and during © 
four years of that time I was a Minister — 
of the Crown—I~ have learned something — 
as to the way in which draft Estimates — 
are prepared. Millions are put on 
by Departments so that millions may 


be cut off by the Treasurer. That — 
is an. old game. While I give 
the Treasurer every credit for en- 


deavouring to do his duty in cutting | 
down the Estimates, I fail to understand — 
why other Ministers should not have done 


the same. There is ample room for 
economy. Some of the items are appall-— 
ing. There is, for instance, the item of 


£7,600 in respect of the Commonwealth 
Police Force.. For what purpose was 
that Force created? We might very 
well abolish it. Its creation was never — 
necessary. No one can say what. use- 
ful work it is carrying out. Will any — 


hr cantative of “‘Qhesneina defend its 
creation? - 

- Mr. Corser. — I have seen’ some of 
them down here. Ses 
Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—1I have 
not. We deal with millions nowadays 

just as we used to deal with hundreds in 

days gone by. We have got into the 
habit of talking in millions. In 1901-2 
the Commonwealth taxation was equal to 
£4 8s. per head of the population. In 

1912-13 it was £6 8s. lld. per head of 
the population. When I urge that 

economy should be effected, I do not sug- 
gest that men should be thrown out of 
employment. That is the worst form 
of economy in which we could indulge. 
We must keep men in employment and 

see that their services are adequately re- 
warded. - 
Mr, Corser.—What items could the 

Popsicle member cut down that would 

a ce with the working man? 


AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—I would 
a? Ase one item that the honorable 
member is defending, and that is the 
item, relating to the Saigtigndeiptn se 
| Police Force. 
_ Mr. Corsrer.—The honorable aentine 
has no right to make that statement. It 
is not true. 


Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN. Zor 
that, that remark be withdrawn. 

- Mr. Corser.—I withdraw it, but I ask 
the honorable member to withdraw the 
statement that I defend the creation of 
| the Commonwealth Police Force. 


“Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—1 with: 
draw it, but I gathered from the honor- 
able member's interjection at an earlier 
stage that he supported the creation of 
the Force. JI have no desire to hurt his 

- feelings, and I hope he will vote with 

me. to. pets out the item. In: 1901-2, 

the. Commonwealth taxation was £4 8s. 

per” head of population. Im 1912-13 it 
was £6 8s. 1ld. Since that date we have 

sent hundreds of thousands of our men 
is overseas. 


ask 


Mr. Spence.—There were no old-age. 
_ pensions in 1901-2. ie | 
- Mr, AUSTIN CHAPMAN .—In 


3 1917-18 the taxation was equal to £8 
‘vs. 6d. per head. How long can we con- 
tinue that rate of increase ? 


aes 
a, — 
- 


the taxation per head, and surely nobody 


now because we have had | 


Mr. ec te —Does not the honorabl 
member recognise that there has been be a4 
war in progress ? vege. 
Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—I have <e 
already said that these figures do not in-- 
clude war expenditure. If the Minister 
does not. know that, we ought to get a = 
hammer and drill, and drive the fact into 
his head. \If we could double the popu- 
lation to-morrow we could reduce by half 


will contend that we would require a@ — 
greater number of post-offices, public ser- — 
vants, and Parliaments! That isthe most — 
favorable light in which the expenditure = 
can be put. We cannot go on increas- 
ing expenditure at the present rate. We 
have just escaped one of the most terrible 
disasters that ever threatened any people. __ 
Recently we have been permitted to know 
how near we were in April last to having 
the Huns for our masters. We have 2 . 
averted that calamity; but is there any — 
thinking man or woman in the country — 
who does not realize that right ahead of 
us lies terrible trouble ? 

Finance is the fundamental pringiple: 


of government, and if we reach a 
stage at which we are no longer — ae 
able to pay our. way, what will ee 


the result? We _may progress a_ cer- 
tain distance along the road we a 
travelling, but we sfiall come to a tur 
ing at which we are face to face. wi 
bankruptey. I defy any honorable me 
ber to deny that if we continue along co) 
present lines national bankruptcy w 
stare us in the face. Another crisis is. 
front of us, and we ought to put our hou 
in.order. What are we to do?. In my 
opinion, the answer is very simple. W 
should operate the country’s affairs ac- 
cording to common-sense business prin- _ 
ciples, and spend the people’s money with 
the same care as we spend our own. “n= 
deed, we ought to exercise-more care in 
the expenditure of money that does not 
belong to us. Ifa man is at’ all decent, 
he will always be more careful in t 
handling of other people’s money than im 
the handling of his own. We have nob 
an inexhaustible reservoir of wealth 
which to draw.’ We are at the lin 
taxation, if, indeed, we are not 
it. We are able to standc eavy ta 

+ an| iful 
sons, and profitable arr 


: on made ss the Sorccninent for: Tis 
. rerite. ny sale of a number of our 
primary products. For what Ministers 
hhave done in that regard I give them 
Sek credit. During the good seasons 
we have enjoyed we ought to have mm- 
; _ posed more taxation, but we neglected 
our opportunity. Men and women, who 
have made hundreds of thousands of 
pounds, should have contributed more to 
meet our requirements when trouble 
- eomes upon the community. What will 
happen if we strike years of drought and 
depression ? 

Mr. 


now all the available sources of revenue ? 
Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN. —We have 


BP ieopad a good many of them. The Act-— 


= ing Minister for the Navy (Mr. Poynton) 
made an interjection regarding the war 
ve expenditure. ‘Surely the honorable mem- 
ber knows that, on a population basis, our 

_ expenditure is nearly up to that of Great 

- Britain, and we have not finished with it 
yet. Hundreds of thousands of our men 
are still overseas, and surely no honorable 
-member will contend that we should not 
look after them when they return» But 

us ee what provision are we making for them? 
Our Federal and State debt bill, 
per head of population, is now 
£144, as compared with Great 
& Britain’s debt bill of £157. Honor- 
_ able members will see that we are 
a = very close to the border line; we cannot 
go much further. There are means of 

_ overcoming this trouble—why do we not 
utilize them? I find that the Estimates 


- include an amount of £6,421 for the- 


Commonwealth Police Force. Will any 

honorable member defend that expendi- 
ture? I do not wish to discuss the reasons 
4 as to why that Force was created. We 
_ were passing through strenuous times, and 
desperate cases demand desperate 
. remedies. IT can quite understand that 
23 ee in the stress of trouble some expenditure 


~ has. ‘been wrongfully incurred. But what 


is the proper thing for us to do to-day? 
We must use common sense, and realize 
that if we continue spending as we are 
_ doing now, we shall go head-long down 
the hill to ruin. We should realize that 
there is no need for the continuance of 
this Police Force. I read recently that 
Sergeant Kenny, who figured pro- 
Beaty: in the Warwick incident, has 


Sampson.—Are we not tapping 


been Tete: Does ot fact cnggest 
that he had overstepped his duty and 
had done anything wrong? I shall listen = 
with pleasure to any honorable member . 
who will try to convince me that the pro- a 
vision of £6,421 for the Commonwealth — 
Police Force is a reasonably sane re 
position. 

We know that the Estimates are pre 
pared by public servants. I have nothing 
to say against public servants as indi 
viduals. It is cowardly to attack men 
when they cannot defend themselves 
But the Service, as a body, is over 
staffed. In a community of 5,000,000 - 
people there are 240,000 public servants 
I thank God that we have some got 
public servants, who will stand up 
Ministers, and to anybody else, and figh 
for the interests of the taxpayer: bw 
“there are tens of thousands of them wh 
are overpaid and underworked. On th 
other hand, many thousands of them ar 
doing nothing. I say that a man is doin 
nothing when he merely sits in a roon 
and writes a minute to an officer in th 
next room and sends for a messenge 
register it. Thousands of men 
doing little more than that. We ° 


is ik busy to aarilyae it: caus 
these red-tape methods the Comnaonwe 
has the huge number 
public servants. I am t 
that, in criticising the Service, I an 
“ batting on a wet wicket,’’? becaus 
numbers of public servants and _ thei 
relatives live in my electorate. But 
tell them on the platform that the present : 
state of things cannot continue. It is’ 
the officers who are responsible for many _ 
of the items which appear on the Esti= — 
mates. Any body of business men would — 
.make such a change in these proposals 

‘that the Government would not RCO BNE | 
them. | 

Mr. Sampson.—No Department likes to 7 
diminish its own importance. 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—Every — 
honorable member knows how a Depart- 
ment grows. J remember in the early | 
days of Federation a statement being — 
made by my old chief, Sir Edmund ~ 
Barton—whose equal we have not seen. in xf 
Federal lg a IRR 3 
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Mr. Pace. —What about Billy yobs) 


_* Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—The hon- 


orable member may fight for his joss, and 
I will fight for mine. I have nothing to 


_ say against the Prime Minister at this 
stage. 


He is well able to defend himself. 
Tf at any time Ihave occasion to criticise 


him I shall do it when he is present. We 


must all admit that Willham Morris 


Hughes did a lot for this country. In 


- the hour of gtress and trouble he stood 


out in bold relief, and the people looked 
to him to protect them from the noisy 
minority who might possibly become a 
majority. Sir Edmund Barton estimated 
that the new services of the Common- 
wealth would cost the country £300,000 


per annum. Somebody at that time esti- 


_ Have we progressed so very much? 


taken place in London. 


mated that the expenditure would be 
nearly £750,000, and Sir Edmund Barton 
said that the statement, was extraordinary. 
1 wonder what he thinks to-day of 
new services costing £15,000,000. Has 
our population increased so wonderfully ? 
Is 
the position of Australia greatly improved ? 
1 do not think it is. We have read a 
good deal about the expenditure that has 
A previous Go- 


_vernment provided for the building of 


- mated: cost, 


~ 36 18 


Australia House in London at an esti- 
including land, of between 
£300,000 and £400,000. , The actual ex- 
penditure, ..including furnishings, has 
been nearly £1,000,000. ‘We have read 
particulars of the great apartments 60 
feet long, and the audience chambers. 
Tt has been said that Australia House is 
better than Buckingham Palace: 1k soi 
““some house.’ 

Mr. Ketiy.—sShould not Mr. Fisher be 


: suitably housed ? 


Mr .AUSTIN CHAPMAN. — Yes; 
but he should also be suitably worked. 
I have nothing to say against Mr. Fisher © 
-as a public servant; but what is he doing? , 
We have two Ministers at Home in addi- 
tion to him, and yet it is said that an- 


other Minister is to be sent, though when 
I and other memters ask questions on the 
subject we receive no definite, reply. 
Mr. Fisher cannot carrv out the demobili- 


If 


zation, he should be recalled, even if we 
have to pay him compensation for short- 
ening his term of office. Tt would be 
absurd to send another Minister Home 
while we have a High Commissioner. 


REPRESENTATIVES. ies 
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Mr. Page. ane von cannot bee ‘Ve Me 
Fisher if another Minister is sent Home. 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN,.—No. It 
is for the Government to give him a 
chance, . z 
Mr. Pacr.—Yes, aad then if he cana 
do the work he should be superseded. 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—In my > 
opinion, Mr. Fisher did very well while 
in this country, and probably would do 
well if we gave him a chance to conduct 
the demobilization. I would as soon — 
trust his cautious head and. carefulness in 
regard to detail as get the services of any 
other man in this country. If we send 
Home another Minister it will mean more 
expense. 

Mr. Pacr.—Australia can stand it. 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—T do not 
think so, ~~ 

Our Public Service-has been increased. 
in the period between-1913-14 and 1917-_ 

18 by 7,406 persons. 

Mr. MoWiutiiams.—That is the in- 
crease in the Public Service proper. There 
are others who are being paid by the Go- 
vernment tut are not public servants in| a 
the strict sense of the term. es lai 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—In addi- © 
tion, there are some thousands of tem- 
porary employees who have been taken on 
largely because of the war, and whose ser- 
vices will be dispensed with when no 
longer needed. There are many persons — Os 
in the employment of the Government 
whose salaries are not shown in the Esti- — og 
mates. : 

We have been told by the Minister for sek 
Repatriation (Senator Millen) that there 
is no need in this country for new inde 
tries. Imagine any one telling us that! ae 
The returned men are to be put on the 
land at a cost which is now estimated at 
from £2,000 to £2,500 a man. They 
are being put mostly on land in the 
Never-Never country, where 75 per cent. 
of them will fail. When they are put on 
decent land, it is frequently over- 
capitalized. How many members of — 
this House would finance men who had ~ 
no knowledge of rural pursuits 
wished to go on the land? 
of us would -take the risk. 
would make a living on the land > 2 
have a knowledge of rural pursuits. — 
would back up men who have - so 
knowledge, and who 


ee adget. 
om the land, but it will be tetter 
aif most of our’ men return to their 
old avocations. The Minister for Re- 
_patriation tells us that he will need 
£50,000,000. 
be put on the land at a cost of. £2,500 
each, he will need a much bigger amount 
than he has stated.. We cannot borrow 
_ the necessary money, because we are very 
_ nearly at the end of our borrowing possi- 
_ bilities. If, imstead of putting all 
the men on the land, we put a 
large number of them into industries it 
would cost less than £300 a man—te- 
tween £254 and £264 a man. J favour 
decentralization and the opening up of 
_ the country, but men should not be put 
on the land and starved. In 1914 our 
Importations were sufficient to have found 
_ employment for 300,000 persons in indus- 
tries that. would not have been affected 
by drought or fire, or the one thousand 
and one causes of failure which menace 
the man on the land. 

Mr. Livineston.—But if you have not 
men on the land, how will your indus- 

~ tries be supported ? 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—We need 
both. An artisan population would 
- make the best market in the world for the 
_man-on the land. The present splendid 
_ prices of primary produce are not likely 

to continue, and it will be necessary to 
‘increase the home market for the farmer. 

_Mr..Sampson.—We send too much of 
oar raw material overseas. 

_ Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—1 agree 

with the honorable member. We shall 

have to put a stop to that. I do not 
know why we should send our wool to the 
other side of the world to be made into 
‘cloth when there are persone in this coun. 
try wanting work. 

_ Mr. J. H, Cartrs.—Why should we not 
“export flour instead of wheat? . 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—TI think 
that we should export flour instead of, 
wheat. People should be brought here 
and employment should be found for them 
in factories. If we doubled or trebled the 
population of the country the success of 
the farming industry would be assured, 

because of the big home market that 
would be established. The repatriation 
methods that are now being proposed will’ 
be a failure. I have not a word to say 
cee: Senator Mullen, who is an 
OL ee 
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Tf 100,000 soldiers are to 


expenditure. 
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able man; but recently Major Cunning-- ae 
ham, who has a good reputation, res 
signed a snug billet in the Repatriation — aa 
Department on the ground that letters _ 
om important. matters which he had | 
writtem to the. central office in June last 
had not been replied to. It is not often — 
that, men in snug permanent billets have 
the courage to take a stand like that. | 
Of course, there are two sides to every 
question, and I admit that the Minister 
must control the Department. But cen- 
tralization is a curse in a country like this. | 
About half the population of New South 
Wales is in Sydney, and about half the 
population of Victoria is in Melbourne, 
and we ought not to increase the centrali- 
zation. 

I wish to know what will be dene for 
those who went across the sea to fight — 
for us—who left. the farm, the mine, and 

the workshep at the risk of their lives 
and of éverything that they possessed? 
Unfortunately many of them will never 
return. But what of the others? Are 
we going to tell them that while acting 
as their trustees we have allowed the 
country to drift into a state of chaos? I 
know what I would say if I were in their 
place. The opportunities for getting work 
in this country are not good at the pre- 
sent, time, and many men will go hungry 
this Christmas. It is easy for us to say 
that that is their fault, but I know from 
experience that many good men cannot 
find employment. The honorable member 
for Fawkner (Mr. Maxwell) mentioned 
some cases yesterday, and every one of us 
is acquainted with similar cases. Is it fair 
for Parliament to vote away the money 
of the country without consideration ? ey 
The Acting Prime Minister (Mr. Watt) 
is as capableas any man here, but we are — 
entitled to’ have our say on proposals for 

In 1914 the value of our 
manufactures was double that of our 
agricultural produce. The agriculturists 

are the backbone of this country, but they 

must have a market. / 

I should be sorry to see a change of 
Government now, because the men in 
power, althouch all of them may not be of 
as good as others who could replace them, = 
have a knowledge of details, and keep the 
machine going round, though very slowly. — ay 
Still, we on the Ministerial cross benches 2 
have as much right to express our views 
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them. 
be were it not for their generous busi- 


They have been of service to us, 


- of what should be done as have the mem- 


bers of the Opposition. 
I have no axe to grind, because there 


are no industries and hardly any mines 


in my constituency. Mining has been 
Under our present ar- 
rangements the people are being charged. 
twice and three times as much for. the ne- 
cessaries of life and for the implements 
which they use in their daily work than 
they should be charged. Are we not to 
have some change in that respect ? 
In 1913-14 the note issue was 
£9,979,568, and to-day it is £59,676,401. 
I do not know as much about finance as 
many other honorable members, but the 
other day I heard of a man being asked 
by his banker why he did not apply for 
part of the Seventh War Loan.  Hilis 
reply was that the bank already had a 
‘plaster’? on him. Nevertheless, the 
_ banker fixed him up with £1,000 in notes, 
with which he was able to go to the Com- 
monwealth Bank and make a contribu- 
tion to the war loan. The Government 
pays 5 per cent. interest on that little 
parcel of paper. Where does that sort of 
financing lead us? We know the banks 
have behaved well. People rail at 
But God knows where we should 


ness spirit. The banks belong to the 
rich and poor people of this country. A 
great number of poor persons hold bank 


‘shares, which are their only means of 
support. 
Mr. Consipinz.—I should like to 


know that that was true. — 

_ Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—If the 
honorable member had his way-this state 
of things would not continue much longer 
How are we going to repay our loans? 
and | 
take no exception to them, so long as 
they are handled on proper lines; 
paeey are growing to an alarming extent, 
according to my idea of finance. The 
Commonwealth Bank is, I believe, well 


; é - conducted, and has some of our ‘catniest 
officials in the econduct of 
but, on the word of men who ‘ought 


its affairs ; 


to know, I have no 
that the Bank, to a large 
lives’. on Government  busi- 
Look at the millions of Go- 
vernment money lying in the Bank with 
no return in the shape of interest. I do 


hesitation in 


but. 


not wih to be miley Raekstaen whke Tam 
speaking of this matter. I do not blame — 
the Treasurer (Mr. Watt), though I~ 
hope he has made some alteration. All 
I can think is that he must be too busy, — 
because, from the little I know about — 
him, he is too ‘‘ keen’’ to stand that. 
sort of business. As to the officials of 8 : 
the Treasury, I know how ‘‘ keen”’ they — 
are. I am most thankful, that in some ~ 
of our big public servants we have men — 
who are all for the interests of the 
country; and if an honorable member 
lays before the Treasury officials some 
pitiful case they think deserving of as- 
sistance, the officials always take “the side 


of the country, and use the public money 


as carefully as if it belonged to them- 
selves. They are always ready to stand — 
up against Ministers. members, or any- 
body else; and that is a good thing. Dut 
the Bank should not be able le to issue great 
balance-sheets, principally at the ex- 
pense of Government business, and at- — 
tempt to show successful results on such es 
a basis. aS 
I find that oh State and Federal — es 
debts now run into more than 
£700,000,000. That is not much when 
you say it quickly, but it will take some 
paying for; and I should be very glad to 
hear some honorable member outhne a 
method. I object to our indebtedness _ 
keeping on increasing in this way with — 
these, as with all other, Estimates. 
Many of my constituents are tae 
working people, who rise before — 
daylight to milk their cows, and 
face cold, rain, and snow; and re 
do not ‘wish their load to be made any 
heavier. We are told that in this country — 
we are gradually changing our te ; 
that we are becoming a community ok 
‘“Jeaners ’’—that we are all propping up — 
against the Government. If that be 505 
the country will smply topple over with — 
its growing expenditure. I do not blame — > 
the Government for much of the pasb — 
expenditure — to which I have rhe 


penditure. The Treasurer understands — 
finance, and has had time to get ‘‘into — 
the saddle, ’? and it is time he « took. Mee 
pull ”’ He, is a popular man, in whom 
the people have faith; and if he uses oe 
ability, and consults. what I believe to be 
the people’ S interests, oie suas ‘doy 


a introducing common- 


¥ z ie ates 
 -gense legislation, he will do a great deal 


of good. Indeed, that is my object this 
~afternoon—I wish to reform the honor- 
able gentleman a little. I do not wish 
him to take a dictatorial attitude towards 
-me, or towards honorable members, be- 
cause those retorts and interjections of 
his look very ugly when in the cold print 
of Hansard. I think he is regarded as 
the champion interjector of the country. 
os. Mr. Warr.—This is, indeed, the ** pot 
-_ ealling the kettle black ”? | 
oe AUSTIN CHAPMAN. —There 
are people who do not wish him well, and 
' who prophesy that his facility for saying 
- smart things will prove his downfall. I 
must say that if I had his power in this 
-._ respect, I would use it oftener; but, then, 
— the honorable gentleman must remember 
that he has more responsibility than I 
have. When I read in Hansard one of 
the honorable gentleman’s ee ee 
to me, I thought that it looked, as I say, 
_ very ugly. Many of my constituents have 
a good opinion of me, and I am afraid 
_. that when they see these remarks of the 
Treasurer, they will say, ‘‘See what he 
_ thinks of Chapman.’’ 
_ Mr. Warr.—Will the honorable mem- 
_ ber permit me one interjection ? 
_ Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—Interjec- 
tions are disorderly! 
“Mr. Warr.—You do not seriously say 
redhat. I attempt to be dictatorial to you 
or any other honorable member ? 
Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—You have 
been getting a bit that way lately. 
-Mr. Watr.—Now you are hedging. 
- Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—My own 
a opinion -is that we have too 


t isieey 


oY Governers, too many  Par- 
- liaments. too many public  establish- 
ments: altogether in Australia; and I 


2 hee mention this because some of these 
establishments are provided for in the 
Estimates. The honorable member for 
_ Yilawarra (Mr. Hector Lamond) is evi- 
dently of the same opinion as myself, be- 
cause in my absence he asked the Acting 
Prime Minister (Mr. Watt) to give time 
for the discussion of a motion I have on 


eeeninontal authorities 
owever, the honorable member sep tas 
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the bland statement of the Acting Bie 
Minister that He would consider the mat- — 
ter. The honorable gentleman considers — 
many things, and that is the end of them, — 
There is too much duplication all round, 
and in this connexion I should like to 2 
take the Acting Prime Minister to task. — 
On one occasion, in a speech, he said 
that this duplication must be stopped; 
but I ask him, what about the Income 
Tax Department and the Land Tax Der 
partment? I remember that on one occa- — 
sion he offered a-State to collect its in- 
come tax for one-third of what the cole 
tion is costing to-day. 
Mr. Tupor.—And said it wold say 
£1,500,000. ; 
Mr. Warr—t said the people would 
save that amount, not that it vo be 
saved on the Estimates. — 
Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN. —The same 
people have to find the money. Why not ~ 
have one Taxation Department? Why 
not follow the example of little Tasmani: 
and have one electoral roll for both Com- 
mcnwealth and States? The duplicatio 
is simply awful—we have two taxing De 
partments and two electoral branche 
two of everything. There are even tw 
sets of Savings Banks, and the State Ge 
vernments are building fine banking pre 
mises all over the country in order 
compete against the Commonwealth Say 
ings Bank. There is too much of this, 
and we ought to have a change—we ought — 
at least to try to give Australia a chance 
which is not what we are doing at Bee 
sent, Ss 
Presently we shall be having a Soranee : 
number of arrivals in Australia, and I 
believe that the outlook is not dark if we 
exercise common sense. Our _ soldiers 
across the sea have given this country a 
great advertisement, and Australia is 
known as it was never known before. I 
remember, when I was climbing Mount 
Vesuvius on one occasion, in 1902, our | 
guide asked me where I came from, and 
I. proudly said that I came from Aus- 
tralia. 
Mr. Keiiy.—He possibly thought you 
came out of the volcano. ic 
Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—At any — 
rate, he caused me to wonder whether he _ 
had come out of the Ark. When I said 
I came from Australia, the guide ques- 
tioned, stra Pe NOs no Balde S 


9462 Budget _[REPRESENTATIVES] (1918-19). 


‘‘I come from Australia,’’ and his reply 
was, ‘‘I never heard of it.’’ That was 
from a man who gets his living by taking 
tourists up the mountain, But never 
again will it be possible to meet such 
ignorance. Our soldiers have written 
their deeds in words of gold all over the 
world, and for this we owe much to 
them, for I believe it will be the means 
of doing great good to this country. We 


have suffered great losses at the Front; 


but the fame of the Australians will 


cause people in the older countries to ask 


what sort of a country it can be that 
sends such men to the Front, and what 
sort of a country is it in which so much 
consideration is extended to the poorest 
ef the poor? My own opinion is that, in 


the future, we shall see ships crossing 


the ocean, crowded like motor buses 
in the street, bringing hundreds of thou- 
sands tc Australia ; and that is our hope, 
for the more people we have, the more 
easily we shall be able to meet the in- 
evitable taxation. No one can say that 
there is no room for new industries, for 
we must have them if we are to pros- 
per. I do not object to a large expen. 
diture if it is reproductive, and gives 


the people a.chance. I appeal to the 


se 


Acting Prime Minister to ‘‘ get a move 
on,’’ and reduce some of our enormous 
expenditure. What about the Northern 
Territory mess? A little while ago the 
Government ‘‘took a pull,’’ but where 
was it effective? At Canberra; and the 
Treasurer has told us that the revenue 
now has almost come up to the expendi- 
ture. 

Mr. Warr.—That is due to the action 
we took last year. 


Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—What 


has the action resulted in? Some years 


ago, I wrote to the then Prime Minister 
(Sir Joseph Cook) and pointed out the 
extravagance that was going on at Can- 
berra and Jervis Bay. I did not do that 


_ to benefit myself, for my electors are 


only human, and do not object to lange 


_. expenditure in their district. Naturally 


they objected to my calling for retrench- 


ment, but, all the same, I did so,’ for 


we could have big expenditure without 
extravagance, and chered, if a Com- 


- mission were given me, to prove, free 


of expense, the true state of affairs, in- 
cluding facts to -which the _honor- 


omar, 


able member for Wentworth (Mr. ‘Kay 
has called attention. However, I got. 
the stereotyped reply, after a while, that 
nothing could be done in the matter. At 
that time, I pointed to two places in my 
electorate, where, since then, hundreds of 
thousands of pounds have been wasted; 
and this only shows our inefficient system 
of government. I remind the Acting 
Prime Minister that there was a Royal ~~ 
Commission appointed after £1,000,000 
had been misspent, and that Royal Com- 
mission made some very strong reports, 
which I do not desire to read on this 
occasion. The evidence then given was 
astounding; but what did the Acting 
Prime Minister (Mr. Watt) do? He. 
stifled the whole thing, though I do not 
matt ae he did that in an improper way. 
Wartr.—I did not do that as Act- 
ing ate Minister, but as Minister for 
Works and Railways, 
Mr. AUSTIN. CHAPMAN.—That — 
does not matter; you are responsible. 
Mr. Wart. = carry the responsibility. — 
Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—Did the 
honorable gentleman not promise to have a 
a further inquiry made? 
Mr. Wart.—I-did, too. 
Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN —Then 
“why did we not see the result? ~ . 
Mr. Wart.—All the Pepe are put eee 
on the table. hice 
Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN. "They pads es 
not. ai 
Mr. Watr.—They have been sue on 
the table. ‘ 
Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—Then I 
have not seen them, and I have been 
asking for them. .How many honorable 
members have got the printed reports of 
that Roayl Commission ? ; 
Dr. Maoney.—I got them after a lob 
of trouble. : 
Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—There is 
a curious history about this Royal Com- 
mission. Where are the printed reports? — 
What is being done at Canberra to-day? 
Sixty miles of the best built roads in — e 
Australia are going to waste, and houses ae 
are falling into disrepair; ‘ent this) 1s < 
called economy. What about the water: 
works at the Federal Capital? There i ee 
an unfortunate dispute amongst some of 
the officials of the Department, and ES 
take neither one side nor the other, here a 
they can very well defend hen 


: 
ae 


ip i 
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but I do say that the action by some of 


the officers will probably have the effect 
of driving out of the country the man 


who. designed the Federal Capital; in- 


deed, I believe that is what they are 
aiming at. 


_ Mr. J. H. Carrs.—There is a con- 
‘Bpiracy. 
_ Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—I do not 


say that there is a conspiracy, but the 
action of these officers would lead one to 
think so. _ ae ae i 
Mr. J. H. Carts.—Commissioner 
Blacket’s report says so. 
Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—TLet us 
see what will happen when Mr. Griffin’s 


term of engagement is up. I believe that 
the Minister for 


Works and Railways 
(Mr. Groom) is responsible for carrying 
out the works at the Federal Capital. 
Mr. Groom— Yes, 
Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—Then 


_ huw does he*explain the present position? 


The honorable gentleman is following the 
footsteps of his predecessor. Mr. Griffin, 
we know, is a great genius at laying out 


_. towns, and in the case of the design for 
the Federal Capital competed and won 


against the best men in the world. 
Mr. J. H. Catrs.—The Royal .Com- 


= ‘ mission reported that he was for twenty- 
six months prevented from carrying out 


_ the duties of his office. 


Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—The hon- 


erable member will te able to tell us all 


about that presently. 


_. was right. 
man who can command a great deal of 


believe he is right, and that Mr. Blacket 
We have Mr. Griffin here, a 


private work, a man who is quite dif- 
ferent from many Americans, who, prior 


to the war, were looked upon as dollar- 
_ chasers; 
great 


who made 
when he 


a talented man, 
financial sacrifices 


 Teft his ‘country to come to Australia; 


yet when the Minister for Works 


and Railways (Mr. Groom) wanted a 


little township laid out. at the Arsenal, 
he did not do what any business man 
would do who had in his employ one of 
the best landscape architects in the world; 
he did not utilize the services of that 
man, but borrowed the services of Mr. 
Morrell, a man from a State Depart- 


~ Mr. Groom.—As a matter of fact, he 
was selected by the Defence Department. 
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Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—Mr. Mor- | 


rel] has been engaged in this work, Will 


the Minister deny that some one has also 


sent for Mr. Reed, of South Australia, — 
Why 
Grifin not intrusted with this — 
What dees this Minister, who is — 


in connexion with the same work? 
is Mr. 
work ? 


such a pronounced opponent of Socialism, — 


do in regard to the building of houses? 


When I asked him a civil question as to 
_what would happen in connexion with the — 


building of houses at other centres besides 


Lithgow, he answered, ‘‘ It depends upon _ 


the requisition the Department receiveg.’’ — 
Of course, it might’be regarded as a 


clever answer. “2 
Mr. Groom.—It was not clever. 
was a statement of the fact. . 
Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—It is not 


te : 


one of the facts that will help the honor-— | 


able member over the stile. 
for him to ‘‘ fence’’ the question in that 
way. He must toe the mark and say 
whether he believes in this socialistic prin- 
ciple or not. | 


Mr. Watr.—lIt is useless for the hon- — 
orable memter to attempt to bully Minis- 


ters. 
Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—I am not 
bullying Ministers. 


It is useless 


I believe that if iN 


had not been for the action of the Acting _ 
Prime Minister the Arsenal would have _ 


been going ahead now, 3 
Mr. Warr.—The honorable member i 
quite wrong. 


until the close of the war ended the imme- 
diate necessity for it. 


Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN. — I am 


glad to hear the Acting Prime Minister 
say so. I ask him to read the report of 
the Committee which selected the Tug- 
geranong site. ° What happened when 
that site was first selected? Apparently 
some honorable member in the Minis- 
try sent a Committee all over New 
to look at Bathurst, 
Tumut, and other places for an alterna- 
tive site; but it kept coming back again 
and again with the same report, that each 
place it had inspected was a very good 
site, but that there was no other suggested 


site equal to Tuggeranong. Then two extra 
men were employed to lay out a township — 


alongside the Arsenal, and the Public 
Works Committee was sent to Quean- 
beyan to make inquiries about tuilding a 


I was one of the driving 
forces for the building of the Arsenal 


tion. 
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railway to the site. But after all thu 
had been done the Ministry “took a 
pull.’’ It is quite extraordinary that 
they could not ‘‘ take a pull’’ in regard 
to the Northern Territory, Naval Bases, 
or some other expenditure. I did not 
advocate big expenditure at Canberra 
during the war period, but it is a scandal 
that during eighteen years we have made 
practically no advance in the establish- 
ment of the Federal Capital there. 

Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—We have torn 
up a scrap of paper. 
eal aD 
dozen times. The Federal Territory 
ought to have been put on a paying basis. 
We should have established a Trust on 
the lines of a Harbor Trust and given it 
a certain amount of money to go on with. 
We could have made good money by 
doing so. We have resumed a large area 
of land, but there is still a lot more to 
be resumed. The unfortunate owners 


cannot get compensation even for pro- 


perty which was resumed on values fixed 
in 1908, and we know that values have 
considerably increased since then. There 
are cases of hardship in the Territory be- 


cause of the lack of action on the part of 
_-the Government in this respect. 


Yet 
what have Ministers done? The Acting 
Prime Minister (Mr. Watt) takes credit 
for having stopped work upon the 
Arsenal. Of course, if he thinks that 
expenditure at Canberra is all waste, 
which ought to be stopped, he would not 
be worth his salt if he did not stop it; 


_ but the people will not permit any Govern- 


ment to stop the development of the 
Federal Capital for ever. We have in- 
vited architects all over the world to send 
in designs for Parliament House. I be- 
lieve that 126 designs have been sent in. 
Yet. something prevents their considera- 
I am told that the desire is to give 
the young architects who have been at 
the war an opportunity to submit de- 
signs. It is an absurd proposal. Child- 
ren would not talk in that way. We 
ought to shift the Canital to Canberra 


and get into a Federal atmosphere. It 


would be an economical step. We are 


_ paying high rents for the buildings we 


occupy in Melbourne. We could put up 
our own buildings at Canberra. A 
Trust could make the development of the 
Territory a paying concern. I do not 
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know ntuchh about ‘finance, but I route 
not be afraid to be standing in with men 
who were allowed to put up public 
buildings and Parliament House for the 
Commonwealth and be paid by results. — 
I know that it would pay them to 
do so. Does the -Acting Prime ~ 
Minister (Mr. Watt) propose to allow 
the roads to get into a state of disrepair ? 
It is all very well for the Acting Minister 
for the Navy (Mr. Poynton) to smile. 


_Let him go to Cockatoo Island and see 


the scandals there. I must be fair to 
the honorakle member. JI know that — 
he is not responsible for many of — 
them, and that he has done good work 
there; but when I drew attention to the 
affairs at the island I was told that there 
was nothing wrong. However, the Min- 
ister visited the island immediately after- 
wards and cut down some of the out- 
rageous expenditure there by at least £30 
per week, and I believe that if the Minis- 
ter would visit the dock again he could ~ 
cut off a little more unnecessary €x- 


penditure. It is not an isolated case of * 
extravagance. We have heard the ~ 
statements of the honorable member 


for Dampier (Mr. Gregory) and others 
who are members of the Public Works _ 
Committee concerning Naval Bases. It 
is lke reading Jack~ the Giant Killer 
to peruse some of the extraordinary state- 
ments made by honorable members con- 
cerning expenditure on Naval Bases. The 
Public Accounts Committee has also re-~ 
ported on similar lines. There must be. 

a change. I am told that it is essential — 
that the work at the Federal. Capital i 
should be suspended. I have no desire 
to censure the Acting Prime Minister. — 
I am merely telling him these things so — 
that he may follow the right course. I 
am not handing him any bouquet when I 
say that there is no man in this country 
who knows better than he does that what — 

I say is true. He is a practical man. “He 
has had great experience—Ministerial ex- — 
perience—and he knows something - about: E 
the commercial life of Australia. We — 
look to him to do what ought to be done. i 
He can count on me to the last word and 


motive. It is _ tha = oe 
look for nothing — from — the: <a i 
I am a sick man. ee mow that | ge ‘ 


Men who have no am- 
Is it any 


thing from me. 
bition are not worth a dump. 
- crime for any of them to aspire 
; to get on to the front Government 
- Bench? It is not. There are many 


who could occupy a seat on the front 
- Bench, and when they possessed the 
knowledge of details that Ministers 


a 
Be 
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have they could render good service to the 


people of this country. But I do not 
wish to be one of them. [ have no pre- 
~— sent ambition in that direction. In my 
-_— ~present state of health it would be un- 
-_-wise for me to take on any strenuous 
_. task. ; 
- —. Mr. Warr.—The honorable member is- 
aware that Warwick did not wish to be 
_ King of England. 
: Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—I am 
talking about Australia. It is necessary 
to have a change, and I shall be de- 
_ lighted if we can get a number of men 
on the front Bench who would put the 
_ game vim and go into things that the 
_ Acting Prime Minister himself puts into 
_ them, even though he may be misguided 
in many cases. I am delighted to have_ 
elicited one fact from him in regard to 
Canberra. oe, 
Mr. Wart.—The honorable member 
wants less expenditure, and, at the same 
_ time, more of it. 
Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—I do not 
- want extravagant expenditure. It is of 
~ no use chucking money into the sea, but 
in many cases that is what has been done. 
I am a great listener to the Acting Prime 
Minister. [I shall listen with interest 
__-when he is endeavouring to explain some 
of the items on these Estimates, particu- 
larly the item of £6,421 for the Common- 
_ wealth Police. It will be interesting to 
hear his explanation. I give him credit 
for standing up to his chief, and I have 
~ a certain amount of sympathy for him. 
~ Mr. Wartt.—TI do not see any sign of 
that: sympathy. 
~ Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—If the 
_ honorable member were prepared to say 
that, as Prime Minister, he could do 
mething, but that he can do nothing as 
ting Prime Minister, or as caretaker, 


men sitting in the Ministerial corner — 
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I say that I believe that the people” 
would welcome him as Prime Minister. 
But he would have to mend his ways. I 
do not object to the expenditure of 
money. When I talk about economy, I 
do not mean the wholesale discharge of — 
men. What I want is economical ex- 
penditure on reproductive works. I do 
not want a repetition of the dreadful and — 
glaring instances of extravagance that 
have been pointed out by members of the 
Public Works and Public Accounts Com- 
mittees. One does not have to go far in 
order to find them. With a view to test- 


‘ing the feeling of the Committee, I 


move— 
That the first item be reduced by £1. 
I do this with a view to the Estimates 
being returned to the Government, accom-— 
panied by the express desire of the Com- 
mittee that economy should be exercised, 
and that the Estimates should be re- . 
framed in a form more acceptable to hon- 
orable members. a 
Mr. WATT (Balaclava—Acting Prime — 
Minister and Treasurer) [4.27]—The © 
honorable member has been alternately — 
severe upon and complimentary to my- 
self. He has been generally severe upon — 
the poor unfortunate colleagues who row — 
in the same boat with me. He has said — 
that he is always a listener to the obser- 
vations | make when I have the privilege _ 
of addressing the House. His statement 
is more or less true, and we are always 
glad to welcome him in the Chamber, be- 
cause we know that he is a sick man, and 
that he attends to his duties, perhaps, 
more than his physical condition justi- 
fies. In return for the honorable mem- 
ber’s compliments, I say that I always 
listen to him with considerable interest. 
He possesses that dramatic quality which, 
whether he is talking sense or not, always 
interests friends or foes alike. I hope 
that he will not take any malice out-of 
that remark, because he and I, in our best 
moments, when we are less weary, have 
each a little of the sporting instinct of 
politics. Although it is perfectly true 
that the honorable member may not wish 
to be king of his country, or to reign on 


the front Government bench, he does like, — 


with his twenty-five years of political 
life, to wield. an important influence in 


a 
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the movements of his time. I have 
listened carefully to what he has said, 
and I am not at all convinced by one 
word that he has uttered. I propose to 
be quite plain with him, because [ know 
that he will deal with me in the same 
way. Most of his talk is economic plati- 
tude which is not at all new. Most 
of us have practised the same kind of talk 
‘Im season and out of season, partieularly 
those of us who have been in office. If 


the honorable member could see where 


his conclusions would lead him, he would 
see that. if we applied some of the generali- 
zations he has seen fit to use-to the pro- 
jects he has in his mind, they would fare 
very badly. Whether he knows it or not, 
he is prejudiced om the Canberra ques- 
tion—-I would blame him if he were 
not—and I am quite sure that he cannot 
look upon it in the dispassionate way in 
. which Ministers are obliged to look at 
any proposal in relation to expenditure 
at Canberra during war time. On many 
occasions im this House he has been 
eloquently and trenchantly severe on Go- 


vernment after Government which 
has not conducted some _ enterprise 
there during war time with the 


vigour and pace he imagines necessary. 
When I took control of the Works Office, 
the Royal Commission to which my hon- 
ourable friend has referred was just re- 
porting, and I examined the whole matter 
as carefully as a man could do. I did not 
spend upon the subject as much time as 
the Commissioner did, but I gathered all 
the information that I could, and [ said 
to my honorable friend, as I did to 
others, ‘‘ No Minister should surrender 
his functions to a Royal Commission. 
Ministers are responsible to the Parlia- 
ment.’’ With regard to the results of 
that inquiry, and the treatment which 
the report received, I, as a member of 
the -Government, and the Government 
itself, took the ‘responsibility ; but it is 
plain that the honorable member pro- 
foundly disagreed with the policy that 
followed. Accompanied by the honorable 
member and the Minister for Home and 
Territories, JI paid a visit to the 
Federal Capital. It was one of the 
most enjoyable trips that I had ever 
had. I was surrounded by the honor- 


able member’s hospitable friends, and 
Mr. Watt. ~ 


ad 


- new, in the hope of reviving the project 


- monwealth. 


arcied oy his: delightful stories, for 
nearly a week, and if ever a man ought 
to have been cajoled from the path of duty 
into the spending of money lavishly at 
the instance of an honorable member, my 
honorable colleague and I should have 
been. But what we did was to come 
back, and tell the Cabinet a plain, un- 
varnished story, with the result that 
when the next Estimates were framed the 
Cabinet plainly said that, with the excep- 
tion of salvage works to. maintain the 
undertakings already carried out at the 
Federal Capital, we ought not to spend — 
any more upon enterprises in that region 
while the war continued. That decision _ 
met with the full approval of the people 

of Australia, with the exception, per- 
haps, af those residing within territory 
bordering on the Federal Capital. There 
was a lot of intriguing, irrespective of 
party—and I use the word in its descrip- 
tive, and not in its opprobrious, sense— 
to hustle the Ministry out of the track 
it had mapped. out for itself, and to in- 
duce it to spend more money on the. 
Federal Capital. Many visits were paid 
to the Territory by members, old and 


during the war; but the effort died be- 
cause human reason was too strong for it. © 
As the result of the policy of salving exist- 
ing works and marking time on new under- 
takings: we have been able to report. as 
the honorable member has suggested, that .— 
the Territory is not’ at the present mo- 
ment losing much money for the Com- 
With the letting of lands 
there, it is almost a payable proposition. — 
IT am not against the building of a Federal oo 
Capital in due time. 9st 
Mr. J. H. Carrs.—When will that Ror 


Mr. WATT.—Certainly not in war 
time. I speak now, not as a Victorian or 
as a financier—hbecause I am not a finan- 
cler—but as a plain student of public — 
affairs, having certain responsibilities toning 
discharge, and it is only when the war ich 
debt load that is now upon us is lighter 
than it is at present or is likely to be for aoe 
some time after the war ir 


; 


Mr. WATT.—I do not know. = ea 
that is so or not. I am talking in terms, rae 
not. of time, but of Sonditions, and ae 
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should “wet he frank if I did not tell the. 


Committee exactly what I think with re- 
spect to the subject. . ee 
The honorable member for Eden- 
Monaro suggested that these Estimates 
should be taken back. I do not know 
whether he has done himself the justice 
If he has, he will re- 


-_-cognise that if the Committee were to 


_ earry. his 


_ old a Parliamentarian—is committing a 
_ blunder. 


P 
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the Estimates. 
back pages of these Estimates, and it is’ 


amendment, the Government 
would not be able to save £10,000 on 
the Estimates as presented. That is not 
only my own opinion, but the opinion of 
the best judges in the Department who 
operated with me in the compilation of 
It does not refer to the 


in respect of them that I think the hon- 
erable member—if I may say this of so 


From page 306 onward all 
these Estimates—— : 3 
Mr. Kutiy.—Have been passed. : 
Mr. WATT.—They have not been 
passed in the sense that I would use the 
word, but they have all been authorized. 


None of the items from page ‘303. on-- 
wards will appear in the Appropriation 


Bill. The Apprepriation Bill will cover 
only the items to be found on pages 1 to 
303 inclusive. As to them, after many 
months of work upon the Estimates, and 
after mature consideration, I venture to 
express the opinion that neither with the 


os help of the microscope, nor the pair of 
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scissors to which the honorable member 
referred, could he pare off £10,000. 
Mr. Grecory.—That is a mere matter 
of opinion. 

Mr. WATT.—Yes; and I am giving, 


not merely my own view, but the opinion 
of the men best able to judge of the 


facts. I have worked on the preparation 
of these Estimates wifh the responsible 
officers of the Department, and have 
checked this opinion, since this matter 
came up, with some of the most respon- 
sible minds in the Department, and I 
say that the Estimates could not be cut 
down to the extent of £10,000. With 
regard to the pages from 303 onwards, 
honorable members know full well that 


they appear merely as a plain statement, 


with no legal effect whatever, to show 
what the total expenditure of the nation 
is, The items appearing on those pages 
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were authorized when our loan flotations — 
were authorized, and at the present time; — 


as honorable members know. in addition — 


to the money which has been gathered in — 
as the result of the last two loan opera- — 
tions, we still have the authority of this — 
Parliament to raise and to spend another — 
£54;000,000. Throughout the period of | 
the war, whether wisely or not, authoriza- 
tions for the raising and disbursement of — 
loan moneys have been given en masse, 
and they are not affected at all by the 
items in these Estimates. It is true that 
in the case of these later loan Estimates — 
there will probably be some shrinkages if 
the peace terms are signed at an early 
date. I know the basis of those items. 
I have already ticked off many of them 
in respect of which I think large savings 
in our loan expenditure will take place. 
Mr. Ricuarp Fosrer.—War loan ex- 
penditure ? | 
Mr. WATT.—Yes. There are many 
items paid out of loan account which, if- 
they had to be met in ordinary times, 


would be provided for out of revenue. — 


The Commonwealth Shipping Board, for 
instance, -is provided for out of loan ac- 
count. How soon wé can scrap that — 
machinery with safety to the producers — 
of this country, I cannot now say; but — 
of the £10,000 provided for that body, 
several thousands may, perhaps, be saved, 
although the provision made for one-half 
the financial year has already been ex- 
pended. Then, again, there are items in 
respect-of recruiting, for special audits of 
war accounts, and for other matters of 
the kind attaching to war expenditure. 
Mr. Poynton.—Ineluding the naval 
guards, with which we are rapidly doing 
away. Bann 
Mr. WATT.—The naval guards and 
the home service guards were required 
during the period of the war, but at the 
present time they are gradually being 
diminished. Those items will be saved. 
The Leader of the Opposition referred 
to this very phase of the expenditure; 
and I want to assure him that the Trea- 
sury will take good care that the Depart- 
ments are not allowed—merely because 
they have nominally obtained this autho- 
rity under either the Loan or the General 
Kstimates—to spend beyond the absolute 
requirements of the month, 


or the.* 
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quarter. 
rer for Capricornia (Mr. Higgs) will 
realize. 


Mr. and I 


Hices.—I am _ listening, 


vive the honorable gentleman credit for. 


a very plous aspiration. 

Mr. WATT.—My illustrious predeces- 
-sor describes this as a pious aspiration. 
Mr. Hiees.—Why attack me? 

Mr. WATT.—I did not, unless my 
honorable friend says that by drawing 
attention to him I attacked him. _ The 
Treasury to-day—as it always will do, I 
trust, if properly run—will see that in 
matters of finance all other Departments 
are in close touch with it. Cabinet ought 
to know if Treasury orders relating to 
finance are disobeyed by any of the De- 
partments. Without affecting any ex- 
traordinary ‘‘ piety,’ but speaking with a 
-.long experience of this kind of thing, I 


say, without the slightest hesitation, that _ 


if I remain in the Treasury until the end 
of this financial year I shall require the 
Departments to see that their expenditure 
out of loan moneys shrinks as it should 
shrink. I do not think any Treasurer 
would be worth his salt if he failed in that 
respect. 
Mr. McWruitams.—Every one of the 
honorable gentleman’s predecessors for 
the last fifteen years has said the same 
thing, but has never carried out his pro- 
mise. 

Mr. WATT.—My honorable friend pro- 
bably has not grasped what I have been 
endeavouring to convey. Since the in- 
ception of the Commonwealth no prede- 
cessor of mine has been placed in circum- 
stances such as now exist. 

Mr. McWr..iiams.—But they have sald 
_ the same as to all expenditure. 

_ Mr. WATT.—No Commonwealth Trea- 
surer has ever previously been placed in 
circumstances of this kind. No Com- 
monwealth Treasurer has previously had 
almost unlimited authority to spend loan 
money. In addition to the eighty odd 
million pounds which it is expected will 
‘be spent this year—and for the spending 
of the bulk if not the whole of this 
amount we have carte blanche—we have 
an unexhausted authority to raise 
£54,000,000. No Commonwealth Trea- 
-surer has ever been in that position be- 


~~ 
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The Treasury takes the respon- 
mibility for that, as the honorable mem- 


—see that 


life, and I certainly shall 4 make now 


~speak of the Government nea 


fore; nor has any previous Treasurer of 
the Commonwealth had the responsibility 
for such a huge expenditure, curtailable 
probably in. two quarters and at least in 
one quarter of the year. As honcrable 
members are aware, from the inception of 
the Commonwealth our expenditure, in- — 
stead of shrinking, has always been grow- 
ing. On this occasion the reverse is oe 
case. | 

My honoratle friend (Mr. Austin 
Chapman) is right from one point of 
view when he says that the people of Aus- 
tralia will not be content with the dupli- — 
cation or triplication of Government 
activities that have grown upon us, 
of the duplication, triplication, or 
multiplication of taxation that has 
grown upon us either as the result — 
of inter-governmental or parliamentary 
action, or such action plus the 
war. I cannot imagine that the 
people ten years after the signing of the 
peace terms will allow the whole ma- ~ 
chinery of Parliament and Government 
to go on undisturbed at the present huge 
relative cost per head of the population. 
They will say to the Commonwealth and 


State Parliaments alike, ‘‘ Simplify your 


mode of government. Economize in 
your public expenditure and see that you 
get 20s. value in the £1 for every bit of 
expenditure that is incurred. Above all, — 
your expenditure is repro- 
ductive.’’ That has been my objective 
during more than one-half of my public 


Wig 
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in any other direction. a 
My honorable friend aplied that I had? Br aks 
been long enough in office to bring about 
all these economies. I went to the Trea- 
sury in March last, and had less than “ 
three months in which to consider and 
figure out these Estimates. I would re- ; 
mind my honorable friend and others who 
are interested in economy of what was 
done in that time.- They may discount a 
it as much as they please, but the more 
Scene they have had of Rare 3 ee 


more ieee the* result ai 
— 4 


edly will seem to-be to those who are al 
to study it. I cut down these Estimates— 
and I claim no special credit tor a, I 


a a ye 


Mees Bae 
oe, 


whole—by £2, 297, 000. as ot 


Mr. Anis Fostrer.—Cut down the 
eel Estimates to that extent? 
‘Mr. WATT.—The departmental Esti- 
; “mates as I received them. “That is no 
easy task. It is a task naturally re- 
sisted by the Departments with all the 
command of detail that departmental 
- officers have, and it requires considerable 
resolution and knowledge for a Govern- 


that achievement I am very proud; but, 


is a preliminary step. 
Mr. Grecory.—It was a reduction on 
e eS the Departments asked for. 
— Mr. WATT .—Yes. 


_ Mr. Grecory.—But not on the ex- 
: penditure 1 in previous years. 


Mr. WATT.—I am not dealing with 
that expenditure, but with the Esti- 
mates. If the honorable member will 

remember that he need not interrupt. 
Mr. Austin CHapman.—This is the old 

pat 

Mr. WATT .—Izé is the honorable mem- 
_ _ber’s spirit-.. May I say to the honor- 
able member for Eden-Monaro (Mr. 
_ Austin Chapman) that he likes to flog 
~ round this Committee good and hard, 


and when he gets an answering interjec-_ 


tion he resents it. The mildest man- 
-_-nered man in this Committee, the honor- 
able member for Illawarra (Mr. Hector 
- Taamond), he chewed up and spat out 
before an astonished ‘audience in a space 

of three minutes. These Estimates aro 

by no means aa nal achievement, ot 
course. Re-organization of expenditure 
__ cannot be done suddenly by a stroke of a 
pen. It can be done only after months 
and months of laborious endeavour. 
* Ministers have not had time to go into 
the subject in detail, but the Govern- 
ment have appointed ‘three of the ablest 
men we can get together to go clean 

| through this business, so that when we 
get into recess we may be able to com- 
plete the job, and cut down to bedrock 

the unproductive expenditure of the 

Z country. The only thing I resent is that 
while I am engaged in doing work of 
this kind, and while the Government 
__ generally have set their faces resolutely 
as Sea ee direction, there are some honor- 


ne 
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ment to accomplish such a work within — 
_ the brief period of a few months. Of 


as I have told the Committee on several: 
occasions, it is by no means complete. It 
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able members and other people outside, 
in the press and elsewhere, who seem to 
imply that we are neglecting this duty, — 
and that they are demanding that it be — 
done. The reverse is true. I resent 
the suggestion that the only man tosave 
the country is the good-natured honor- t. 
able member for Eden-Monaro (Mr. — 
Austin Chapman). He can be a male 3 
to us if he will offer constructive sugges- — 
tions when the Estimates are being | 
dealt with, but he will be no help to us _ 
if he merely sets out upon a flogging ex- c 
pedition. : 
‘Mr. Austin CHapman.—Why did aot 
the Treasurer cut out the «SPO 


_ for the Commonwealth police? 


Mr. WATT.—How can that be done 
at once when we have entered into en- 
gagements with these men? 

Mr. Hiees.—Were they not employed 
for only three months? 

Mr. WATT. — To tell the truth, I 
do not know much about them. They 
are under the control of the Attorney- 
General. I do not know the name of 
one of the policemen, or where any of — 
them live. But in due order this ex-- 
penditure, too, will be spokeshaved down | 
to proper proportions. ; 

Before I deal with the more serious — 
aspect to which the honorable member — 
for Eden-Monaro (Mr. Austin Chapman) ~ 
referred in his closing remarks, I wish 
to give to the Committee some informa- 
tion which the Clerk has been good 
enough to furnish to me. The honor- 
able member for Capricornia (Mr. 
Higgs), an ex-Treasurer, has referred on 
many occasions to our irregular methods 
of dealing with business, particularly in 
relation to finance. J have asked the 
Clerk to supply me with the dates of the - 
introduction of the Budget and the pas- 
sage of the Appropriation Bill in each 
war year, 

Mr. Tupor.—Tell us the length of time 
allowed for debate on each occasion. 

Mr. WATT.—To dignify by the name 
of debate the opportunities that were 
allowed to us when the honorable mem- 
ber’s party was in power would be an 
improper use of the English language. 
In the financial year 1914-15—of course 
there had been a change of Government 


and the war had broken out—the Budget 
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was not introduced till the 3rd December, 
1914. Half the money had been spent 
before the House received the Budget, 
and the Appropriation Bill was not. passed 
til the 7th July, 1915. That was during 
the régime of the Fisher Government, in 
which the present Leader of the _Opposi- 
tion (Mr. Tudor) was Minister for Trade 
and Oustoms, and one of the dynamic 
forces of the Administration. 

Mr. Tupor—We did not restrict .the 
discussion of the Budget to three days. - 
~ Mr. WATT.—But it was held back for 
nearly twelve months. The Appropria- 
tion Bill was not passed until the follow- 
ing financial year had opened. I wish to 
put on record these facts, in order to show 
that we are getting back to better methods. 

Mr. Kertry.—The evil past Govern- 
ments did lives after them. 
Mr. WATT.—And the good which 
many of us do is often interred with our 
bones. Im the year 1915-16, a wonderful 
thine happened—as the novelists say— 
the Budget was opened on the 9th 
May, 1916, ten months after the opening 
of the financial year. At that time, I 
think the honorable member for Capri- 
cornia (Mr. Higgs) was Treasurer; and 
here is a more wonderful thing. The Ap- 
propriation Bill was passed on the 20th 
May, 19163 so that, from the time of the 
introduction of the "Budget to the passing 
of the Appropriation Bill, only eleven 
days elapsed, and in that time the Budget 
was debated, the Estimates were discussed, 
and the Appropriation Bill was agreed 
to. More than ten-twelfths of the money 
had been freely expended without any 
other authority than was conferred by 
_ the vote of temporary Supply. In 1916- 
17, something worse happened. The 
Budget was opened on the 14th June, 
1917. : 


Mr. Tupor.—I think the honorable 
member for Grey (Mr. Poynton) was 
Treasurer. 


Mr. Pornroy.—No; I had left office. 
The late Lord Forrest was Treasurer. 

- Mr. WATT.—There had been changes 
of Ministries,-and eleven and a half 
months of the financial year had expired 
before’ the Budget was produced; and, 
significantly enough, the Appropriation 
- Bill was passed om the 12th: J uly. 
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Me Mowisss .—Every one of those 
Budgets was passed as the result of all- | 


night sittings. 


Mr, WATT 2 Marke fhe di formes Test sore 


year, when the present Government were 


by the late Lord Forrest on the 8th 
August, 1917, five weeks after the com- 
mencement of the financial year, which is 
about as early as any Treasurer can pro- 
duce the Budget, no matter how he pre- 
pares it. 


propriation Bill was passed on the 15th 
June, 1918, just before the financial year 
closed. ‘This year, I was not able to 
open the Budget quite so early; but I 
submitted it to the House on the 25th 
September last. 

Mr. Hices.—Where is the virtue in in- 
troducing the Estimates early if the Go- 
vernment do not 
eussion of them? 


Mr. WATT.—In order to regularias a 


The Budget was introduced 


: The Budget was discussed at 
intervals on Supply Bills, and the Ap- 


allow time for the ay: 


procedure, ‘we introduce the Budget and 


Ss » 


Estimates early, allow. reasonable time 


for discussion, and pass 
we rise. That is what we proposed 
to do this year. I ask the honorable 
member not to ransack his memory and 


his conscience too much regarding the 
Budget business, because the present Go- 
‘vernment: have a clean, white sheet com- 
pared with the records of other” Govern- 


ments who have Latin m office. during the 


~war period. 


Mr. Tupor.—N oe at all. 


making another speech= 
Mr. WATT.—I oceupied only a little 
over two hours in introducing the Budget, 
which was a miltum in parvo. 
Mr. McWiuttrams. — The 
member did it. well. 


I wish I had 

an opportunity to reply to that statement. — 
The Treasurer occupied four hours in in- 
troducing his Budget, and now he is 


honorable | 


them before 


Mr.. Tupor.—It was the most compleste a Seas 


Budget ever mtroduced. 


Mr. WATT.—I am suspicious of these me 3 


compliments. 


menced his onslaught, instead of pried: 
the operation by shouts of threat Ling i 
warning, he cooed to me like a den I am 


When the honorable ap | Shey 
ber for Eden-Monaro (Mr. Austin Chap- — ten 
man) stood up with his assegai, and com- — 
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_ very much afraid of him wher he brings 

_ threats in that guise. I have only this 

_ to say in reply to him, that if he hopes 
_to woo the Government he must do so iv 

a different way. He must not imagine 
that, because Ministers are pigmies in 
comparison with the men of whom he 

_ spoke, Parkes and Dibbs, we do not 

_ understand constitutional principles. ‘We 
- do. When he tells us in his suave way 
_ that the Committee can refer back these 
Kstimates, and order the Government to 

do its bidding, he makes a mistake. The 

< Government will not do that bidding. 
I wish him to understand that plainly, 

not as a threat nor as a suggestion that he 

-is not actuated by proper motives, but 
as a friendly intimation. The Govern- 
ment considered these Estimates care- 
fully, and at the time they were intro- 
duced they were right. They are still 
right, and all the re-examination of them 

that the honorable member proposes will 

not save £10,000. With regard to other 
expenditure which will not be included 


in the Appropriation Bill, we shall save - 


all the money that it is possible to save, 
but beyond that we cannot go. If the 
_ Committee decides to send these Esti- 
- mates back for re-organization it must 
take the consequences. I wish honorable 
members to understand that. 
Dr. MALONEY (Melbourne) [4.58].— 
_ Every honorable member must have been 
pleased with the debate which has taken 
place between the honorable member for 
iy Eden-Monaro (Mr. Chapman) and the 
© Acting Prime Minister (Mr.*Watt), but 
in justice to both of them [ intend to re- 
produce in Hansard the finding of the 
Royal Commission which inquired into 
the Federal Capital administration. If 
ever a Commission was justified, it was 
. that one; if ever a Commission’s findings 
. were flouted, the findings of that Com- 
_. Mission were. The inquiry was based 
mainly on charges made in the House by 
_ the present Postmaster-General (Mr. 
oe 3 Webster). ! 
_ _Mr. Sampson.—Some of the reports are 
not worth the paper they are written on. 
Dr. MALONEY .—I would sooner be- 
lieve them than I would believe the hon- 
orable member when he speaks in that 
way. J am confident that over £250,000 
- has been lost to this-country, and I wish 
‘to read the report of the Royal Commis- 
sioner, so that the remarks of the honor- 
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cus 
able member for Eden-Monaro may be — 
understood. The Acting Prime Minister, — 
with all his eloquence, and ability, and — 
charm of manner, tried to discount what — 
the honorable member said. This is what 
the Royal Commissioner (Mr. Wilfred 
Blacket) reported— = ee 


Upon all the evidence, and particularly upon — 
that which has been stated or referred to in — 
this report, I find that the reasons why Mr. — 
Griffin between 18th October, 1913, and 15th © 
November, 1915, performed no substantial part — 
of his duties under his contract with the — 
Commonwealth are as stated in four of the — 
five charges advanced in his behalf, viz, — 
charges I, 2, 3, and 5, and are as under:— 

1, That necessary information and assist- — 
ance were withheld from him and — 
his powers were usurped by certain 
officers ; fs 

2. That he and his office were ignored, his . 
rights and duties under his contract 
denied, and false charges of default — 
made against him; | 

3. That the Honorable W. 0. Archibald — 

and members of the Departmental — 
= Board endeavoured to set aside his — 
design and to substitute the Board’s — 

ae own design; and a 

&. That there was in the Department a 
combination, including the Honor- — 
able W. O. Archibald and eertain — 
officers, hostile to Mr. Griffin, and to © 
his design for the Capital City; =~ 

and that the Honorable W. O. Archibald and — 
the officers mentioned in my references to the — 
evidence under these charges are severally re- — 
sponsible to the extent already mdicated by ~ 
me for this result. But I think it necessary — 
that I should emphasize the faet that after — 
Mr. Archibald’s accession to office ié must have — 
been_perfectly elear to all the officers that the ~ 
Ministerial policy was directed against the 

earrying out of Mr. Griffin’s design, and any 


= 


‘acts they did in frustration of Mr. Griffin’s 


efforts were therefore done in furtherance, as 
they believed, of the Mimister’s desires. I 
eannot say that this exeuses them; still the 
greatest responsibility in respect of the oh- 
struction to Mr. Griffin is with the Minister. 
Holding the views that he did as to the 


‘“orave mistake” that he eonsidered had been — 


made in the engagement of Mr. Griffin, he 
shoyld have adopted one of two alternatives; 
either to have cancelled the contract and re- 
verted to the design of the Departmental — 
Board, or else to have allowed Mr. Griffin’s 
eontract to be pérformed and his design earried 
out. os 
As to the fourth charge— ; 
“That jin order to prevent Mr. Griffin’s — 
desion- from being earried out, wilfully — 
false estimates of its cost were given;” 
I find that it wholly fails, and that no sueh — 
false estimates were made, . 


s : } 
4 * 
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The departmental plan was 
throughout Australia and the world as 
the mongrel plan. Over 145 of 


the chief architects and engineers of 
Australia sent a petition regarding it to 
the Minister for the Navy (Sir Joseph 
Cook), who was atthe time Prime Min- 
ister. What was this Board? One of its 

members was Colonel Miller, who has left 
the Service, to the advantage of the com- 
munity and the saving of expense. He 
was not an architect or engineer by 
examination. What examination did 
Colonel Owen, another member of the 
Board, ever pass? He possessed merely a 
complimentary title, given to him because 
he had filled the office of Director of 
Works in New South Wales.. Is there 
not sworn evidence that he was the cause 
of the great waste at the Federal Capital? 
In putting a question to a witness— 
Question 30424—he said, ‘‘ Did not I ask 
you to play the game and stick by the 
officers that you have worked with for 
years?’’ Never mind the country or-the 
expense; stick to the officers, and make 


out that they were right, even though 


tion, but 


they might be as wrong as Hades! 
Thomas Hill, another member of the 
Board, was a licensed survevor, and held 
a better qualification for the work than 
do the other two I have mentioned. Mr. 
Murdoch, another member of the Board, 
is an architect with a fairly good reputa- 
it is not considered that he 


would win against the architects of Aus- 


tralia if he ever dared to compete against 
them. Mr. Bingle, also a member of the 
Board, is a man who lied to me, though 
IT did not know it until the honorable 
member for Wentworth (Mr. Kelly), 


who was at the time Acting Minister for 


Home Affairs, 


pointed out the fact. 
Colonel Owen, for what reason I do not 
know, was sent as a Commissioner to 


India, to inquire into the proper laying 


out of an Arsenal. Another -Commis- 


sioner was a University professor, and as 
he had proper scientific knowledge, 


his 


-appo’ntment was justified. But why, if 


Commission to India ? 


plans for an up-to-date Arsenal were 
needed did the Government send the 
Why was not: the 


Commission sent to France, to England, 


or to Italy, countries in which war was 

proceeding; or to neutral countries like 

those of Scandinavia? When the Com- 
Dr. Maloney. . 


* 
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36 iordadetod plans ae 
I am informed — 


mission ee es 
which were sige. down. 


that the buildings would not have sup- 


ported the roots. Then the Government 
sent to England for plans. Money would 
have been saved had that been done in the 
first case. The appointment of the Com- 
mission to India was an absolute waste of 
money. The fact shows that the country 
is ruled by a small ring of departmental 
heads, whose motto is ‘“‘ Play the game, 
and stand by your fellow officers.’’ It is 
not playing the game, so far as the 
country is concerned; it is dishonesty. I 
feel bound to say so much in complement 
of the remarks of the honorable member 

for Kden-Monaro (Mr. Austin Chapman), 

who was cleverly answered by the Acting 
Prime Minister (Mr. Watt), but not 
clearly or decisively. The Acting Prime 
Minister has managed the House well. 

He has restrained his natural impulse to 
make sharp and biting retorts; and when 

the session is over, he will feel that he has 
added to his reputation by his abstention = 
from the faults. of the past, bad has 
benefited: by it. 

One could speak for hours on thele 
Budget and the evils of the ae 
moment, but I shall confine my remarks 
chiefly to one subject. I fear lest when 
our 200,000 soldiers return there may be 
unemployment. I have had an experi-— 
ence of unemployment such as no other Ae 
honorable member can equal, having been 
connected with every unemployed move-- Se 
ment since .1889. I know the horrors v 2 
that followed the crash of. the boom. It | 
was the banks putting an end to credits, 
and telling their branches throughout — | 
Australia to get in as much money aS 
they could, that hastened the crash. To- ea 
day, again, the banks are drawing in 
their money; but, thanks chiefly to King 
O'Malley, we have now a Commonwealth 
Bank. It is the duty of the Govern- 
ment to say that they will stand behind 
the banks. If credit is shaken, the 
déhdcle will be worse than that which st 
followed the boom, or the great maritime 
strike. Never in previous wars have the 
banks ues up their ay as in this 


that all forte added “to their al Cs. 
strencthen themselves against poss: 


difficulties. The hengroni emer for ; 
a me 4 


te ots pay 
_ economy to sack the workers, because 
they are the spenders of the community, 
every penny that they earn going into 
circulation. We were willing to pour out 
~millions for the conduct of the war, and 
__we should be prepared to spend hundreds 
of thousands in keeping. our people em- 
#7=. ployed. aq : 
Wool and wheat are the twin brothers 
of our natural resources. What are we 
doing with our wool? We send it across 
, the sea to be made into cloth, and when 
we get that cloth back we have to pay, 
not only for the making of it, but for the 
freight across the sea and back. Ii is to 
the eternal dishonour of the Minister 
for Repatriation (Senator Millen) that 
= he has said that we do not want any 
New industries in Australia. He has 
crucified the industry which produced the 
- eoat which I am wearing. The men en- 
_ gaged in this industry are not getting a 
--dog’s show. They “have to sell their 
cloth at 15s. a. yard to Buckley and 
- Nunn. Foy and Gibson have promised 
to do all that they can for them, but 
-. gome of the yarn that is being supplied 
by the Government mills is worse than 
_ shoddy. Any one could easily untwist 
— it so that it would fall apart, being 
-.- of: such short staple. One of the 
__ weavers justly said to me, when I spoke 
to him at his loom, ‘‘ If a suit of clothes 
were made for you out of yarn like that, 
~ you would not want to buy such cloth 
- again.’? TI am proud of the cloth I am 
now wearing. One of the biggest experts 
that ever came from England, who is 
employed by the Commonwealth Govern- 
ment as an adjuster of wool, said that 
that cloth, although it cost only 15s. a 
yard here, would bring £1 a yard in 
_ England at the present moment. Yet, 
instead of hundreds of our men _ being 
employed in weaving, only about a dozen 
are so employed,-and men who have 
risked their lives at the Front, and have 
been injured, are fined the amount. of 
their pensions when they take up this. 
work. Is that the way to repatriate sol- 
diers? Mr. Prendergast, the Leader of 
the State Opposition, some members of 
E the State Parliament, and others, have 
had suits made of the cloth that has 


been woven here, but we cannot get it 
Te Ee io a 


n-Monaro : justly said that it is not 


Fig ee oa Od 
taee p- es 
Tad Posi! 

ace Atay 


me ar 0 


This cloth costs from 6s. 6d. to 7s. 6d. 


per yard, so surely the profit made on it 


is sufficient? Although the Common- 


wealth Government, together with the 


Imperial Government, control the ship- 
ping that comes to Australia, the weav- 


ing industry has not been allowed suffi- - 
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cient Machinery to deal with our wool 
in all the processes that are necessary to 
convert it into cloth. I have here an 
article that I would commend to every 


honorable member, but there are so few 


present that I ask for a quorum. - 


[Quorum formed.| Some £1,827,000 


worth of textile machinery has been ex-— 
ported from England, and in placing 
these figures before honorable members 


I am pleading for employment, not for a 


few hundreds, but for thousands of peo- 
ple. To British East. India the British 


Government allowed £624,942 worth of 
textile machinery to be sent. Of course, 
in the East Indies there is any amount 


of cheap labour; but to Australia, where 


there is, perhaps, the highest paid labour, 


only £26,680 worth was permitted to be 
exported, in spite of the fact that manu- — 
facturers here were calling out for it. 
Russia, we know, at the present moment — 
is in a most unfortunate position, but 
the misfortune is not greater than the 
misunderstanding regarding her; and I — 
ain waiting natiently to find out the real 


truth of the position. ae 


Mr. ConsipInE.—Russia will be Ae 
right if the other Powers will let her 


alone. 


Dr. MALONEY.—There may be much | 


in that remark, though, of course, one 
cannot say. At any rate, to Russia tex- 


tile machinery to the value of £226,380 — 


was sent; and to Japan, which produces. 


only about £18,000 worth of wool, 


£202,000 worth. Japan is going to sup- 
ply us with yarn, though we could make 
it here if we were allowed to have the 
machinery. Textile machinery to the 
value of £94,546 was sent to South 
America, or nearly four times as much as 
was sent to Australia. In the publica- 
tion from which IT am quoting there is a 


paragraph showing the relative quantities — 


of wool raised and manufactured in the 
various countries. In Australia we pro-- 


duce over 540,000,000 Ibs. of wool, 


é 


) 


the 
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and we manufacture only a moiemte 
fraction of it. America produces 
800,000,000 Ibs. of wool, but they manu- 
Parties 480,000,000 lbs., or a difference 
of 60 per cent.; New Zealand produces 
130,000,000 Ibs. ‘and manufactures a few 
million lbs.; Great Britain produces 
120,000,000 Ibs., but mantactures 
482,000,000 Ibs., a difference of 300 per 
cent., and slightly above the figures for 
the United States of America; France 
produces 64,000,000 lbs. and manufac- 
tures 540,000,000 lbs., or a difference of 
600 ‘per cent. : and Germany produces 
about 10,000, 000 Ibs worth of wool and 
manufactures 460,000,000 lbs., or a dif- 
ference of 1,669 ner cent. What do 
these figures mean?  Australia=is the 
createst wool- producing country in the 
world, and it is the country in which 
there is the least manufacture of wool. 
If we had a Government strong and de- 
termined enough to see that we were en- 


abled to mannfacture our wool, we should 
cormand the world to purchase our 


goods. J believe that no less than about 
66 per cent. of the wool imported into 


_ E-rope and America is produced in Aus- 


tralia. Owing to OUT splendid climate 
we produce a wool of a very fine and high 


quality, and we are not taking advantage 


of our circumstances, 


All through the dreary war years manu- 
facturers -here have been asking by deputa- 
tion and otherwise, for machinery, and this 
Government has a Minister of Repatria- 
tion, in the person of Senator Millen, 


who says that he does not believe in new 
- industries. 


What kind of a man is that 
to be at the head of the Repatriation 
Department? Does he expect 
soldiers to go on the land? 
Any one of any experience knows 
that they will have to be helped 


-in more ways than by means of land 
settlement. 
the ereatest woollen industry in the world. 


We could build up here 


We have the finest’ natural advantages 
and the finest raw material; and yet we 
send all that raw material Home at 


‘double cost, in order that it may be re- 
turned to us manufactured. 


My own 
opinion is that the difference in wages 
would not equal the difference in the cost 


of this process if we add the various com- . 


missions and other charges that have to 
“be paid. 


4 Dr. M aloney. 


all‘ 


Mr. . We Wor exe ya pes in- - 


surance would more than double the dif- | 


ference in the wages. _ 

Dr. MALONEY.—1I should like to 
quote the following letter, written by Mr. 
the as Waitlanson, vice- president of the 
Australian Protectionist Association, and, 
I believe, the president of the Hawthorn 
branch of the National Federation :— 


New Burmpines ANp ImMPorTED LUXURIES. 


To the Editor of the Age. 
Sir,—One would imagine, from the new regu- 


lations restricting building in the Common- 
wealth, that the present Federal Government — 


was really desirous of conserving the wealth of 
the community for war and repatriation pur- 
poses. Without any qualms, and notwith- 
standing it was pledged to prohibit the im- 
portation of luxuries, the same Government 


allowed the following (amongst other) sums 


of money to be sent right out of Australia 
during the twelve months ended 30th June, 
1918, to pay for articles we could very well do 
without, if we could not make them our- _ 
selves :— aS 
£2,115,227, for silks. 
£1,010 025, for velvets. 
£470, 868, for ornaments for hate. 
£500,991, for silk and wool Sore 
£326,920, for fancy goods. eo 
£394,512, for musical instruments, 
£157,360, for perfumery. 
£410, 778, for jewellery. 
£1,039,605, for whisky. 
£174,880, for brandy, gin, and rum. 
£127,174, for cigars and eee 
£853,925, for fish. 
£245,809, for fruit. 
£285, 099, for nuts and pickles. 
To restrict the erection of a building costing 
£251 will possibly help to “ win the wees L bell 
what of the above figures? 


That expresses, in short, eoncise terms, — 
the opinions of a man outside, who be- 
lieves we ought to manufacture here evetye 
thing required by man. 

YT should now like to read a further 
quotation from the article I previously 
referred to. It 18 written by Mr. C. T. 
Stephenson, in the Australian Industrial - 
Mining Standard, of the 5th of this 


month; and I have to thank Mr. Ambrose oe 
Pratt for honouring me by bringing it 
It contains the fol 
Ing :-— Ge 
in. Australia in twelve 


under my notice. 


The wool grown 
months is valued at well over £26,000,000, — 


ano = 
the ‘wool produced during the five years fol 


lowing and including the year 1912, was sold 
for £130,541,000. Last: year’s 9t7asy clip 


; 


ede 


was Be for £49903 03,000, 
Commonwealth con ntributes something towards 
this total, although New South Wales, whose 


_ share is 50 per cent. of the whole, is the largest 


contributor; Victoria produces 17 per cent.; 
Queensland, 18 per cent.; South ‘Australia, 
6.4 per cent.; Western Australia, 6 per cent.; 
Tasmania, 2 per cent.; the Northern Territory, 
6 per cent. 


If we multiply the value of the rough wool 
by three, we reach its manufactured value. 


- That, however, does not completely ex- 
plain the position, because there have to be 


added freight, commissions, and so forth. 
If the wool were manufactured in’ Aus- 
tralia, we would get its full value, and the 
money would be circulating amongst our- 
selves. It is as true to-day as when 
Abraham Lincoln said it, that if we manu- 
facture in our own country, we have the 
locomotive and also the money that is 
spent in making it; but if we send else- 
where for a locomotive, our money goes 
out of the country, possibly never to re- 
turn; and, when the locomotive is worn 


out, we have lost both it and the money we 


paid for it. If the value of last year’s 


- elip was £48,000,000, we can roughly put 


its value in the manufactured state at 
- £146,000,000. 
Roto” be 


But to this there has also 
added the original value of 
£48,000;000 ; so that, by doing all the work 


in this country, we would create wealth to 


the amount of £200,000,000. We all know 


that, in Australia, 100 years ago, 5 lbs. of 
wool from one sheep was considered 


oo so much so that Captain 


“ae are large and suitable areas; and it is only. 


_MeArthur recorded such an event as his- 
torical. To-day, however, 40 lbs. has been 
taken off a single ram, showing what can 
be achieved by careful breeding. 

We have to remember that sheep are 
- yoing to be raised in most countries in 
- fine world. In nearly every country there 


right that we should seize the opportunity, 


and, by manufacturing our own goods, 


be prepared to undersell those other coun- 


_ tries in the ne eas market, as I think we 


ft 
= 


| Congress 


“could do. 

Some years ago an interesting compari- 
son between the profits of the wool in- 
dustry in Australia, South America, and 
the United States of America was drawn 
up for the information of the American 


The report showed the re- 
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ceipts per head of the sheep to be as 


follows:—In the United States of 
America, 10.67s., operating expenses, 
8.77s., leaving a profit of 1.9s.; in Aus-- — 


tralia, 9.16s., operating expenses 3.9555. 
leaving a profit of 5.21s.; and in South. 
America, 8.75s. operating expenses, 
4.778. leaving a profit of 4s. Although 
the | receipts per head in the United — 
States of America are higher than those 
in Australia, the profit in the United — 
States of America is only 1.9s. per head 
as against 5.21s. per head in Australia, 
where, during normal years, receipts 
from other sources often pay working ex- — 
penses, leaving little, if: any, charge — 
against the wool. as 
The Australian Woollen Mills Limited 
at Marrickville, near Sydney, specializes 
in the manufacture of serges. In fact 
it is the only mill in Australia employed 
exclusively in the manufacture of worsted 
material. About 2,000,000 lbs. of — 
greasy wool per year is purchased for ~ 
treatment in this factory, and from this 
material is produced 1,000,000 Ibs. of . 
tops. The tops are spun into thread at 
the rate of 4,000 lbs. of hosiery and 
knitting yarns per week, and 10,000 lbs. 
of yarn used chiefly for indigo serges, 
cloth for the Army, Nawy, railway, and 
tramway services, the balance of tops 
being supplied to the local manufae- 
turers for spinning into hosiery yarn. 
Over 1,000,000 yards of 18-oz. khaki — 
serge have been supplied for the Army, 
and 83,000 yards have been supplied to 
the Navy. Honorable members can see. 
how easily this business could be in- 
creased. Already there are thirty-seven 
factories, the principal of which are con- 
trolled by the following firms:—Austra- _ 
lian Knitting Mills at Richmond, in Vic- - 
toria, Foy and Gibson’s, at Collingwood, 
in Victoria; the Australian Woo'len 
Mills Limited, and Vickers and Com- 
pany, at Marrickville, in New South 
Wales, and the Colonial Combing, Spin- 
ning, and Weaving Company, New South 
Wales. In every case these firms re- 
quire textile machinery for spinning. | 
Some mills have had to close their doors 
because this Government is not asking 
the Imperial Government to put textile 
machinery on the priority list. One frm 
sent to the United States in order to get 
the machinery it requires, only to find 


oe a tt 
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that. all machiviery for combing wool is 
made in Europe. I am sure that the 
Motherland, to which we owe so much, 
would rather let her child have the ma- 
chinery for making the products, which 
she may have to purchase from us 
in the future, than supply the re- 
quirements of the British East Indies, 
Japan, South America, Russia, . or 
the United States of America in this 
respect. Why will not Ministers make 
representations to the Home Govern- 
ment? Deputation after deputation has 
waited on them with the request that 
they should do so. We are exporting 


thousands of pounds worth of wool, yet 


our manufacturers are crying out for 
machinery that may give sufficient work 
to our returned soldiers, 
and women who are now out of 
employment. The manufacturers are not 
asking for bounties; they are simply 


asking for shipping space to bring out 


“much in need. 


the machinery of which they stand so 
What greater instance 
of the unfairness of the present situation 


is there than the fact that during 1915, 


1916, and 1917 only £26,000 “worth of 
this ‘machinery was sent to 
whereas £624,922 worth was sent to the 
British East Indies? I have been cour- 
teously permitted to eg use of some 
notes prepared for Mr. C. S. Nathan, of 
Perth, by Mr. As D. ae a. highly- 
qualified accountant. 


culated throughout Australia, because 
they would show the need for some dif- 
ferent procedure on the part of the Go- 
vernment more clearly than could any 
speech, no matter how brilliant or how 
eloquently delivered. In the course of his 


notes Mr. Rankin says— 


the 


It was recently announced in the press that 


ture of yarn from raw wool; but I have since 


been informed on excellent authority that the 


Government will not proceed with this scheme, 
but will rather concentrate upon the creation 


of facilities for the importation of the neces- 
sary machinery or “yarns — in order to assist 


private enterprise. 


That is what I am asking them to do. I 
would rather extend our factories so that 


they covld manufacture right ye the 


Dr. Maloney. : 


[REPRESENTATIVES] 


and our men 


Australia, 


I strongly advo-- 
cate that they should be printed and cir-. 


Commonwealth Government had made 
arrangements for the establishment in the near 
‘future of a complete plant for the manufac- . 


chinery on the PHC lis SS 


first stage me ee ie é the aa | off tae 
the sheep’s back to the last stage of turn-— 
ing out the very finest woollen goods. 
One stock argument which has been used 

to my knowledge for over twenty-five — 
years is that we cannot expect to have — 
the patterns for the tweeds aud so on that 
would require to be made. I have shown : 
that 66 per cent. of the wool that goes 
to America and Great Britain comes from 
Australia. If these tweeds are made in 
Great Britain or America, surely we can — 
bring to Australia the artisans, the clever 
designers, and those who are skilled in 
manipulating the weft and the warp ‘of. 

the loom, so that we may secure a variety 

of patterns. It is true that we could not 


do a great deal if we had only the market 


of the 5,000,000 people of Australia to 
supply, bai ails we can look farther 
afield. No other country in the world 
can grow wool so cheaply. America can 
es make a profit of 1.9s. per sheep, ~~ 
whereas we in Australia can make a profit 
of 5.2s. per head. There is already a a 


large Australian market at hand, and we 


have only to introduce ANeprater tweeds — 

to the notice of the people of Australia — 
to find them quite content to wear them. __ 
It was only to-day that -a echt ae = ae 
stopped me in the street and asked me 
whether he-could obtain a further quan- aoe 
tity of hand-woven tweeds made by re- 
turned soldiers. He was willing to buy 
£50 worth for the requirements of his 
own family and for some of his neigh- 
hours, but he could not be supplied. The | 
Minister for Repatriation (Senator — 
Millen) has decreed that this industry is 
to die. There is a difficulty in_regard 
to supply of yarn. Our stocks of yarn — 
come from Scotland, but yarn and 
machinery are lying on the wharfs in 
Great Britain awaiting the removal of 
the priority list to enable it to be shipped 
to Austraha. Some yarn is coming here ~ és Bent, 
from J apan, and if that. country i oie 


not try to cite up the ee auth ah 
and get them to put this Cine of * ma- 
ot 


3 There is no 


i] 


i 


~ lished throughout the 


tials which are being imported and. 0c- 
_ecupying cargo space which could be better 
filled by textile machinery and the yarn 
of which I have spoken. -[ purpose 
using a few of the arguments ‘set forth 
in Mr. Rankin’s notes regarding the ~ 
woollen industry. These are extracts he 
aa made from various articles in the 


_ Industriat and Mining Standard of 18th 


_ April, 1918— 


Strong complaints against Commonwealth 
Government. 

There are twenty-two woollen mills estab- 
Commonwealth, the 
lafest of which is that owned by Foy and 
Gibson. 

_ Threatened shortage of the wool yarn -used 
_ for knitting, sweaters, jerseys, socks, and other 
woollen articles. 

Australian companies practically. on a wool 
ration, as British Government had comman- 
eadeered all wool tops, and out of total quantity, 
had allotted a certain proportion for Aus- 
tralian needs. 


All woollen yarn used by Australian knit- 


ting mills imported from Scotland. 


Only mill in Victoria making wool yarn is 
that of Foy and Gibson, who spin , portion 


of their requirements. 
se ‘Australian knitting mills would have put in 


eet 
~ 


‘® spinning plant eighteen months ago if it 


ae -eould have obtained the assistance of the Com- 


~ monwealth Government in obtaining the neces- 
sary machinery from England. 

‘The Lincoln Knitting Mills, Carlton, would 
also have made a start some considerable time 
ago, and, in their anxiety to make a start, 
had despatched a representative to America to 
‘secure the necessary machinery. found 
that the combing machines were made nowhere 
but in Europe, and the rest of the plant would 
be useless without these machines. are 


importing wool yarn from Japan at a price 


~~ 
Regn 


substantially higher than the same yarn could 
be manufactured here in Australia. 

Has orders for tens of thousands of pounds 
of work, which it is unable to execute, owing 
to. shortage of the necessary raw material, 
which raw material it could manufacture on 
the spot if the necessary machinery were ob- 
- tainable. 

- What Australia is doing with the Wool Clip. 


ae = Bixty-jive per cent. of the wool imported into 


Europe and North America is grown in Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand. 

The value of the Australian wool clip, repre- 
senting the value of the wool as it came from 
the sheep’s backs, and the amount that Aus- 


tralia receives for the wool, for most of the 


t 
io 


clip was shipped away in the raw state, only 


- 4 per cent. being retained to be manufactured. 
ey into clothing by petra Hes BALCH ORION: 


was 


_—-£26,899,000. 


[17 Deomsen, 1918} 


a ee a the list of non-essen-- 


underwear, &c., find their supplies cut off or 
limited, while those who desire to import extra 
machinery to meet the extra demand created 
by the difficulty of importing the usual quan- 
tity of finished material are . to fill their a 


(1918-19). 


If the whole of the clip could have been 


en 


dealt with in our own factories, the factory — ov 
price of the woollens produced would have been 


about £80,697,000. 
The value of woollen piece 


into Australia is, per annum, £3,200,000. 


And, in addition, there is a ‘large quantity of 2 
_ hosiery and knitted goods that contain a certain’ 


proportion of wool. - 


I hope that we shall 
‘‘ Australia ’’ throughout the length and 


breadth of our continent, so that every “ 


blazon the word : 


oods imported 


man will be proud to wear clothing of te 


Australian manufacture;-and we shall - 
look with kindly pity upon those who are 
so unpatriotic as to refuse to buy Aus- 
The report continues— 


tralian goods. 


In one year Australian wool to the value of 
£523,827 is made up into goods valued, at fac- 


_tory price, £1,500,000, also some £548,000 worth 
per year and sold 


of wool is made into “tops” 
out of the country for £1,204,000. 

The difficulty of Australian manufacturers 
has been greatly enhanced by the war condi- 


tions; manufacturers who had been in the 
habit of importing yarn for manufacture of 


wants. 
I express my erated to Megas 


Foy < 
and Gibson forethe assistance they have 


given those of our returned soldiers who _ 


are engaged in hand weaving. They pro- 
IThope — 
the Government will cease sending the — 

supplied. 


mised to supply them with yarn. 


rubbish they have recently | 
I am sorry to deseribe in that way 


ue 
ad 


anything of Government manufacture; — 


but while the yarn 


shoddy we mean yarn consisting of other 
than wool—it is so short in texture that 
it is worse than shoddy. This summary 
continues— 


Messrs. Foy anp Grsson’s EXPERIENCE AS 
TEXTILE MACHINERY BUILDERS. 


Their difficulties 
the shortage of machinery and the difficulty of 
securing shipments of plant from England. . . 
so great that they have started out to manufac- 
ture machines for their own requirements 
excellent results obtained , high 


skill of Australian mechanics. Object: 


furnished by 
the Government is not. shoddy—if by 


have centred round 


of all this effort is to take the wool as it comes ~ 


from the sheep’s back and transform it into a 


suitable covering for the human body. 
The plant installed by Messrs, Foy and Gib- 


son receives 5,000 bales of wool Pes year and , 
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transforms this raw material into—Woollen and. 
worsted yarns, 1,269,000 Ilbs.; 
rugs, 65,000 only; flannels, serges, and tweeds, 
750,000 yards; socks and ‘stockings, 1,250,000 
pairs; knitted garments, 800,000 only. Number 
of hands employed, 800. Horse-power required, 
2,000. 


“Note——The war conditions have evidently 


ereated a large increase in the demand, for the 
value of the yarn imported now is four times 
as great as it was five years ago. 

If we only manufactured all our own require- 


ments in woollens, employment would™be found . 


for 12,000 people, earning wages considerably 
over £1,000,000, while, if we manufactured the 


whole of the Australian wool clip into cloth, 


&e., in Australia, the work would employ 
184,000 Australian people, whose wages would 
amount to about £16,000,000 per annum.» 
Mr. Paumer.—Does the honorable 
member think that under existing con- 
ditions we could manufacture for export. 
Dr. MALONEY.—I do. There is no 
doubt as to the skill of Australian 
mechanics. A man with employment ex- 
perience-in Germany, France, America, 


and Australia told me that he had never 


had more intelligent workers than the 
women who were employed by him here. 
When the Lyne Tariff was under con- 
sideration, I visited practically every 
factory in Melbourne, and at nearly every 
one of them I heard the same story of 
the skill of the Australian” worker. 
report proceeds— 

~The experience of the factories already in 
existence regarding the skilfulness of the Aus- 
‘tralian operatives, the technical ability of the 


local mechanics, the high quality of the goods 


prduced, lead us. to the conclusion that a great 


development of the wool industry of Australia 


merely awaits the creation of the necessary ma- 
chinery for taking the wool clip as it leaves the 
shearing shed and transferms it into wearing 
apparel. : ; 
The difficulty—arising from the scarcity of 
yarn—the raw material of the knitting trade. 
As a-—result, the organization of some of 
these factories has already undergone serious 
dislocation, and complete dismemberment is 


_ threatened. ~ 
_. The Australian manufacturer wishing to place 
- orders for yarn on the British spinner, must 


secure the support of the British Goverriment, 
_as the British spinner will not accept orders 


_ without a guarantee that delivery will be per- 


mitted. | 
‘The alternative is to manufacture larger sup- 
plies here in Australia, and for some time efforts 


have been made to secure the necessary plant 


- , , . but without success... . A noti- 
fication dated 27th March, 1918, received to the 
effect that the High Commissioner “had the 
matter in hand.” 


[REPRESENTATIVES.] | 


blankets and 


tralia— 
- dapan is obtaining facilities that are not 


The 


required. for the spinning processes. _ 


as oes 
ro PAY 
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‘In the meantime, Canada and America are 


both installing large plants for the manufacture 


ing machinery from England, as that. is the 
only source of supply for the best designs. ~ 

Japan is receiving grants of machinery so far 
in excess.of her own requirements that she offers 
to sell us the manufactured yarn for 12s. 6d. 
per lb. that we could manufacture ourselves if 
we had the plant and sell at 6s. per Ib. ~ 


Mr. Hxzctor Lamonp.—They must 
have done well out of the Red Cross yarn. 


Dr. MALONEY.—They did well 
out of the machinery which the British 
Government allowed to be sent to Japan, 
but refused to allow to be sent to os 


* 


available to Australia, and the present cir- 
cumstances afford her people opportunities of 
establishing their industry in the position that 
will make it unassailable at the termination of 
the war. The imcrease in the export. of yarn 
from Japan during the period of the war has 
been very great. ) 


Year. Lbs. Yarn. Value. 
1914 - 215,420 £26,000 
1916 588,545 £157,000 


If it is desired to manufacture our require- 


ment in Australia, two or three alternative 


methods present themselves. . ep 
‘We can secure the necessary plant for the 


complete processes of manufacturing yarn from 


from the crude wool. | 
We may save most of the machinery re- 


of woollens, and it is presumed they are obtain- — 


-quired for these processes if the wool tops that = 


we are exporting can be made available for use 
in Australia, and the necessary but compara- 


tively simple spinuing plant obtained abroad. ee 


making in Australia the machimery 


eee eg 


This’) 


scheme could be carried out only with the 


in Australia, and who have the necessary de- as 


signs of spinning frames. 


Of these three alternatives, the importation 4 
alternative the first seems to 


of spinning plants, t 
attend the heat prospect. of quick relief. This 
plant is manufactured in countries other than 
Great Britain, and Australian needs at present 
would be the merest. trifle compared to the 
manufacturing strength of the producers. . 

The attractiveness of the scheme that pro- 


vides for our own production of yarn is not ig 
dependent. on the sentiment that attaches to © 
local industry, thus—If top-making and spin- 
‘ning plants were made available for the use of — 
our knitting mills, the supply of yarn for their — 
hosiery departments would enly cost 6s. per Th es 


ee a 
Ask any of the women, who even now are 


Gee TRE 
Mo LY, 


knitting for the soldiers at the Front, 
what they have to pay for the worsted 


used by them, and they will complain of 


ep ylesna vice 


meas. 


assistance of the firms who are already spinning ‘3 


A he 


Lat 


4. 
an te 
a ee 

* 


‘the as price . _and the infos quality 


of most of 1t— 
If the spinning plants only were made avail- 


able, and the tops were purchased from the 


be 9s. 


Australian top manufacturers, the yarn would 
be available for the use of the hosiery depart- 
ment at 7s. per Ib. 

A low ehinate for the same material would 
9d. in London, or lls. 8d. landed in 


z Australia. 


It is estimated that the yarn made in Aus- 


tralia saves 100 per cent. on the imported price, — 


20 per eent. of which is absorbed in freight, 
insurance, and war risk. Since the war, the 
cost of yarn in England has increased 200 per 
eent., and yarn that cost 4s. per lb. before the 
war is now costing lls. 3d. per Ib. 

_ The tragedy of the circumstances lies 
in the fact that whereas Australia is losing 


the present unexampled opportunity for estab- 


- lishing the industry, other countries are put- 


‘ lems. 


é 


ting down plant, purchasing our sheep, and 


making all arrangements to strengthen their 


position as eompetitors. 
_ This is no ordinary opportunity; this indus- 


‘try is not one of hundreds of others that can be 


developed in other countries equally as well as 
in this—it is our inheritance, an industry that_ 
belongs peculiarly to Australia, and can = had | 
for the taking. 


These facts will appeal to the calm reader, 
and from a perusal of them it will be 
seen that we are up against one of the 
biggest propositions that has ever con- 
fronted Australia. We have been. con- 
cerned lately with three gigantic prob- 
First amongst these was the war 
which was forced upon us. Next comes 


the question of water conservation to pro- 


vide for the settlement of not only re- 


turned soldiers, but every son of Aus- 
tralia who wishes to go on the land. 


IT am, perhaps, the only member of this 
House wis voted as a member of the Vic- 
torian State Parliament for the construc- 
tion of a railway line to Mildura, and I 


have a keen recollection of the Ebanhios 


experienced by the early settlers there. 


The State Government handed over for 


£1 per acre splendid land running right 


_ up to the low-water mark of the River 
Murray, and it was sold for £20 per 


of his 20. acres, 
 neer, after holding his 40 acres for some 


acre and more to settlers, some of whom 
were least likely to make a success of it. 
The captain, chief engineer, and second 
engineer of an ingmigrant ship, of which 
I was the medical officer, took up 
land at Mildura. After many years, 
the captain made a good living out 
and the chief engi- 


f 
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years aud improving it, was able to let — 
ib at a rental of £400 per annum. If — 
the Murray were properly barraged— 
if that immense body of water were 
conserved and distributed, the settlements — 
at Mildura and Renmark could be multi- 
plied one hundredfold. I travelled down 
the Murray River to Mildura by boat in 
flood time in order to see the waste of — 
water. If the waters were collected and ~ 
utilized we could increase the settlement — 
along the Murray erlormously. 

Mr. Guywn.—That work is in hand. 

Dr. MALONEY .—I know that. Aus- — 


tralia is supposed to be a dry country, 


but, so far as scientists know, it has the 
largest artesian and sub-artesian. basins 
in the world, and they are comparatively — 
untouched. “They are mostly in Queens- — 
land, where the history of boring is really — 
a romance of what can be done. with our 
land. History stretching back into the — 
dim ages shows that land which is most — 
arid becomes most fertile when the life- — 
giving power of water is applied to it. — 
In Egypt one can see on the one side — 
fertility and teeming life, and on the © 
other side, where the water does not 
reach, nothing but death and desolation. — 
We have only embroidered the edge of — 
our continent with cities, civilization, and — 
cultivation. We shall have to extend. de- 
velopment into: the great. interior of Aus- = 
tralia. a4 
The next important question i is that. of 
employment. We have poured out hun- — 
dreds of millions of pounds through — 
the cursed war, for the sacred cause 
ef liberty. At all events, we should — 
be prepared to spend an amount — 
to one quarter of the war 
expenditure in keeping our people — 
employed, in giving them a chance of life, 
and in guaranteeing comfort to the aged. 
The provision of employment will have to © 
become the main policy of any Govern- 
ment that occupies office in thie Parlia- 
ment. There is no scintilla or tinge of — 
party about this question. The country 
in which the people are most happily em- | 
ployed is the happiest country, regardless 
of what. flag flies over it, just as the laws 
that are best administered are the best — 
laws for the community that must ee ,) 
then. I wish to urge, with all the power — 
E cee kat, that if unemployment on & 
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large scale takes place in this country 
following upon a disturbance of credit, 
we shall have great trouble. The ques- 
tion of credit is only to a slight extent 
less in importance than the other great 
questions I have referred to. What has 
brought about the trouble which the Asso- 
ciated Banks are having at the present 
time? I speak as an ex-bank clerk, with 


' five years’ experience of the business. 


Thank God, I got out of it. The smell 


of the filth of some of the Commonwealth 


notes recently brought back to my mind 
the days when I used to cancel old notes in 


_ the bank in which I served my apprentice- 
ship. I know that when a message is 


erty 


sent forth from the head office of a bank, 
_ “Draw in your money,” no order from a 


general to his soldiers is more literally 


and implicitly obeyed. There is no 
swerving from it; assistance even to jus- 


- tifiable enterprises is limited. What has 


curtailment of credit? 


been one of the primary~causes of the 
I blame the 


_ system of floating the first war loan at 44 
per cent. interest free of taxation, and I 


thank Sir John Grice, the Chairman of 
Directors of the National Bank—which, 


by reason of its amalgamation with the old 


Colonial Bank, has now become one of 
the three strongest banks in Australia— 
for having publicly said that a man who 


invested large amounts in those loans 


would receive a return on his money equal 
to 7 per cent. from an ordinary business 
investment. That advantage will not be 


_reaped by those who invested small sums 


of money in the war loan. 
to get out of that difficulty? 


How are we 
By no 
thought of my brain, or word of my lips, 
would I advocate the breaking of any 


agreement, but £140,000,000 has been 
_ withdrawn from the ordinary commercial 
-and business circles of the country, and 


_ the interest from it is removed from the_ 
arena of taxable wealth. 


Napoleon, in 


his famous Code, divided property into 
_ two classes—that which was movable, and 


‘that which was immovable. 


Of Austra- 


_ ha’s movable or fluid capital, £140,000,000 


is locked up in war loans. 


I make this 


_ suggestion to the Treasurer with no de- 


When 


sire to reap a party advantage. 


- our financial matters are a little smoothed 


down, when we have reached the limit of 
Dr. Maloney. 


- converted 
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our war loan flotations, and we can assess _ 
the total amount involved, the Govern- 
ment might appeal to the generosity and __ 
patriotism of those who invested large — 
amounts in these loans at 44 per cent. 
free of taxation, that on the Ist January, : 
or any subsequent date, all holders of 
Joan stock to the value of £30,000 and — 
upwards should apply to have their bonds — 
into interest-bearing — bonds, 
which would be subject to taxation. 
Those who did not respond to that invi- 
tation should be paid_in full in Common- 
wealth bank notes, with interest up-to- 
date. To those who might complain that 
they desired the tax-free loans to run 
their full course, the Government could 
say, “We ask of your generosity and 
patriotism that you shall accept such pay- 
ment in the interests of the general wel- 
fare of the community.” It would not 
be well to call in the whole of the stock . 
in that way; but if, say, £10,000,000 / 
worth of stock were bought up in 
this way, that money would not be 
placed in the vest pockets of the 
stock holders; they would naturally — 
deposit it in the various banks through 
which it would go into general circula- 
tion. ‘Those institutions would then be | 
able to open up their credits, and to ad- 
vance on sound security, such as land for _ 
building, or manufactures, stock, and 
produce. After the lapse of six or twelve 
months a further amount of war loan 
stock could be called in, so that in the 
course of a year or two the whole of the __ 
tax-free loans—except small amounts up 
to £1,000, which would not.count in this 
proposition—would be re-invested in in- _ 
terest-bearing and taxable bonds. That 
would assist the various associated banks, 
and as money, like water, must find its 
level, they would advance more freely to 
the general community. "4 
Mr. Porwron.—Nearly all of the tax- _ 
free loans will mature in about six years, 
Dr. MALONEY.—TI wish to avoid a 
possible debacle afterwards. -Hyndman,  — 
the great leader of Soctalistic thought in 
the United Kingdom, in a book, which > 
is almost a classic in the Red Book series, _ 
clearly shows that“the system of banking 
and finance was mostly responsible for 
the Nineteenth Century commercial crises. 
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Such crises occurred in nearly every 


_ European country in cycles of about 


eleven years, and it is stated that Lord 


- Rothschild, at the time of the crash of 
Baring Brothers, a firm in which Bri- 
_tishers took great pride, because it was 
an English firm which~had stood up 
against the great Rothschilds, when 


Ce finally disposing of the credit of that 


company, was alive only to the interests 


of those who sat at the table with him, 
and was absolutely callous to the interests 
of the shareholders whose credit and 
es he was voting away. 

I wish to say a few words as ee how 
‘economy ean be effected.. Let the Go- 
vernment take the people into their con- 
fidence. Let them ask the people, by a 


referendum, whether we shall have seven 


_—-vice-regal representatives, seven Govern- 


ment Houses, seven Supreme Court 


Benches, six Agents-General, and a High 


Commissioner, and seven different agency 
houses in London, varying in size and 
expense from the £1 000,000 building in 
the Strand to the relatively « humble 


offices oceupied by the Agent-General of 


Tasmania. 
on the Danish system, there would not 
be so much frill about the 
divinities 


If our law were simplified 


horse-hair 
that: sit upon the Bench. 
Economy could be effected in the admin- 


* istration of the Federal Capital. Terri- 
>. tory, 
Bases. 


and in the construction of Naval 
T have known from 30 feet to 40 


feet of a mole to be washed away in a 
single night; loaf sugar could not have 


a 


melted more rapidly. Yet the engineers 
were throwing in load after load of mate- 
rial that dissolved away, discolouring the 
water so that it resembled weak coffee. 


_ They might as well have been throwing 


os ce © gith its equipment about oA 000, 000, 


him again. 


aeroplane and the submarine. 


sovereigns into the sea. 
A super-dreadnought under present 
naval conditions 


- the services of two or three men to mount 
Only one or two of the 
nations are rich enough to ‘build these 
_costly weapons of warfare. The defence 
of Australia must be intrusted to the 
A super- 
 battle-cruiser or a super-battle-ship costs 


and carries many valuable lives. For 


is much like the old 
- armoured knight of some centuries back, 
‘who, if he fell from his horse, required 


that sum we could get 10, 000 | aaeniagee “3 
and if we standardized our aeroplanes, — 
with a factory in each.of the six States, 


they would cost only about £250 each. 
When an aeroplane is destroyed, it — 
means the loss of two lives only; but it 


may sink a leviathan man-of-war oe : 


£4,000,000, and carrying many men, 
One hundred and twenty stations are: Bis 
that would be needed for the defence of © 


nae 
x 


Soe 


3 


Australia, and six men would serve for — 
each station, including mechanics ae 


-flyers, in addition to the State centres. 


We can speak plainly now on these 


subjects, without fear of help 
the enemy. We know that our mighty 
fleets were frequently bottled in for fear 
of the grey tin fish, as they were called. 
It was only by the magnificent energy and 
constant watchfulness of those serving on 


board them that our ships were able to 


go into the lone North Sea. When the 


battle of Jutland comes to be written, ~ 
our Navy will receive more credit than it 


has yet received. 


At the beginning of © 


the war I feared that it would be deci- — 


mated. 
possible to protect it so well, and to keep ~ 


it afloat in the most dangerous sea in 


ES 


the world, through all the bitter winter — 
days and nights. If we decide to defend © 


I did not dream that it was . 


Australia with submarines acting in con- ~ 


junction with aeroplanes, we may need 
different Bases from those that are now 
being carried out. 


Our boys have a tem- : 


perament which makes them keen flyers, — 


their ability as flyers. Major Harrison 


and their deeds in this war have proved : 


spoke to me of the quickness with which — 
the Australian youth learns to fly. I 


would say to Ministers, ‘‘ Keep a stern 
control upon the expenditure on the Naval 
Bases, and wait until we can get the best 
expert evidence- on the subject of de- 
fence.’’ 
and the submersible, we should be able to 
defend ourselves in the future. 

I hope that there will be a ereat in- 
crease of-population here before long. 


I think that with the aeroplane — 


Every soldier who has fought alongside — 
an Australian—Digger, Aussie, or Anzac, 
they are all terms of honour—will be de- a 
sirous of getting to a country which can 
pay its soldiers 6s. a day, and where the — 
opportunities are so much greater than | 


they are anywhere else. 


I should like it 
to be possible for Australia to declare at 
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the Peace table that in future every 


person must be granted the right to leave 


his country, if he wishes to do so. I hope 
that the middle and southern Germans, 
and even the workers of Prussia—because 
I do not blame them for what their 
accursed leaders have done—will be able 
to emigrate from their country in future, 
if they wish to do so. 


The CHAIRMAN (Hon. J. M. 
Chanter ).—Before suspending the sitting, 
T wish it to be understood that I am 
allowing on the amendment a general dis- 
cussion of the Budget statement, so that 
there shall be no repetition later. 


‘ Sitting suspended from 6.25 to 8 p.m. 


; Mr, McWILLIAMS (Franklin) [8.0]. 
—Whenever I have spoken on the Esti- 
mates during the last twelve years I have 
always prefaced my remarks by saying 
that I think we are not doing the busi- 
ness of the country properly, and not 
- eonducting the affairs of Parliament as 
_ they should be, in leaving the considera- 
tion of the whole of the expenditure of 
the year to the dying days of the session, 
when, we may fairly say, half the mem- 
bers have to absent themselves in order 
to get home by-Christmas. It is regret- 
table that the Budget has to be discussed 
under present conditions. Personally, it 
makes no difference to me, but I think 
it 18 always better if these matters can 
be dealt with on their merits, rather than 
that the Government should regard any 
adverse criticism as amounting to a 
-motion of censure, though, perhaps, under 
our constitutional procedure it is diffi- 
- eult to see how the Acting Prime Min- 
hee (Mr. Watt) could have adopted 
any other course. I repeat, however, that 
personally this does not make the 
_ slightest difference to my vote. If the 
question whether the Estimates should be 
i _reeonsidéred by the Government with a 
view to considerable retrenchment, had 
been discussed on its merits, I should have 
voted precisely as I intend to vote now. 
My somewhat long parliamentary experi- 
- ence has convinced me that it is the duty 
; Mot a member to do what he thinks is 
‘right on the particular occasion as it 
_ arises, and leave ultimate consequencies to 
_ take care of themselves. 
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_—that the 


There is no doubt that the expenditure 4 


of this country has grown to an extent 
which was never anticipated when Fede- 
ration was commenced; and I am quite 
convinced that there is ‘a unanimous feel- 
ing throughout the constituencies to-day 
that there must be a reduction. 


Nationalist party has two very good ones. 
The fact that the selected candidate of 


: if- we © 
require any examples, I think that the 


the National party and the Government ~ 


was defeated by both candidates at the 
Swan election comes as an intimation 
that the people of Western Australia de- 
sire some change in the method of con- 
ducting the business of the country; and 
the recent figures from Corangamite, I 
say quite frankly, I reeard as the hand- 
writing on the wall. To me the meaning 
is that the people of Australia are re- 


jecting the idea that the declaration that — 
a man is either Nationalist or Labour 


is sufficient to return him to Parliament, 


and the electors of Corangamite will de- 
cisively say that there are other things ~~ 
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beside the mere shibboleth of party. The 
system of election which we have just 2 


introduced, however fatal it may be to 
some members of the House—and I think 
it will be fateful to a good number 
—is a proper indication of the duty we 
owe to the electors of Australia to give 
them as wide a choice as possible of 
those who shall represent them. 


As to the general expenditure, let us 


take the position of the Federation to- 
day. For many years after the inception 
of Federation there was a rule—an un- 
written law it is true, but one which stood 
Federal Government should — 
as. far as possible, obtain their revenue 
from indirect taxation, and that certain 
avenues of taxation should be left to the 
States. But what have we done? Although 
we have not nearly reached the taxation 
limit which this Parliament will have 
to impose on the people of Australia, we — 
have invaded every avenue of taxation 
that was left to the States. We have 


imposed an income tax and a super-in-__ 


eome tax, a land tax and a super-land 


tax, an: enter atmeents tax, and probate — i soe 


and real estate duties. It is difficult to 
conceive any avenue of taxation that is 
now left as corms to. the saicmseh 


Se Ate 


- Treasurer (Mr. Watt) put up so weak 


eg ee at 
: Budget 
I agree with the honorable member 
for Melbourne (Dr. Maloney) that 
the fact that we omitted from 
State and Federal taxation money 


invested in our loans will have a very 
serious efiect on State finances in the very 
near future. 

I must confess that I never heard the 


a case as he did in reply to the honorable 
member for Eden-Monaro (Mr. Austin 
Chapman). The honorable gentleman 


- gaid—and he not unnaturally took some 


credit for it—that he had reduced by 
£2,000,000 the Estimates presented to 


him; Aut what of that? Every Treasurer, » 
either State or Federal, has had to very 


materially reduce the ‘estimates of ex- 
penditure as presented by the Depart- 
ments, and nobody knows that better than 
the Departments when they set out to pre- 


pare them. 

Mr. Avustry CHapman.—They leave 
rocm for reductions. 

Mr. MeWILLIAMS.—Of course they 


leave room for reductions. ‘The heads of. 
Departments know there is no Treasurer 


--who can possibly give them the money 


——_ 


they would like, and, therefore, they add 


a few millions in the sure PES certain 


knowledge that. a considerable propor- 
tion will be struck off, and in the hope 
that some of the excess will be allowed to 
remain. There is no worse possible guide 
that Parliament. could take in determin- 
ing the annual expenditure of the De- 


partments than the Departments them- - 


selves. 

Mr. Jowrrr.—Does the Postmaster- 
General (Mr. Webster) say that? 

Mr. McWILLIAMS.—I guarantee that 
if the Postmaster-General states his view 
he will tell us that he has had very 
materially to reduce some of the estimates 
presented by his officers to him. 

_ Mr. Wesster.—In some cases. 

Mr. 
done. There is another statement by the 
Acting Prime Minister (Mr. Watt) 
worthy of attention. I interjected when 
he made it that I had heard the same 
statement made by every Treasurer, 
either State or Federal, in discussing and 
_ defending his Estimates. The honorable 
_ gentleman told us that it would not be 


} possible to take £10,000 off these Esti- 
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mates. 


I do not think there is an honor- — 


able member in the House who will agree : 


with that statement. 


diture has increased; but the House can- 


not, and, I am sure, will not, accept the ~ 
in a. Budget like this, — 
providing for such an enormous expendi- — 
ture, it would not be possible to retrench - 
As the hon- © 
orable member for Eden-Monaro (Mr. — 


statement that, 


to the extent of £10,000. 


I shall presently : 
quote some figures showing how expen- — 


* 
: 
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Chapman) said, we could start with the — 
Federal police, and save very nearly that — 


“amount; and when that item comes before - 


us it is my intention to move that it be — 


eliminated. 
given yet why there should be a Federal 
police service. 
posed as the result of a very regrettable 
electioneering incident. 


I have not heard one reason 


We know that it was pro- 


The price is too — 


heavy fé6r the people of Australia to pay, 


when they are asked to contribute £6,000 
or £7,000 a year for a staff, the value of 


tehbae services no one has eee able to ie 


recognise in the faintest degree. 


te we look over the Departments for the i 
last. five years we see that every one has 


shown a very considerable expenditure. — 
We remember when the Prime Minister’s 


Department was created, and how some ~ 
of us opposed its creation, believing it to — 
be unnecessary. The argument then was 
that the Prime Minister’s Department — 


would take over one or two 


smaller 


branches, such as Audit, the Public Ser- — 


vice Commissioner, and the High Commis- 
sioner’s Office, and that the object was to 


provide the Prime Minister with an office — 
in» which he could carry out his great ~ 


and important work, with, at least, a 
secretary of his own. The cost of this 


Department in 1912-13 was £57,559, and ~ 
this increased to £155,797 in 1916- Vi just 


multiplying itself by ‘three. 


In 1917-13 © 


the expenditure had reached £222,000, 
and for this year it is £187,000. Included — 
in that is the High Commissioner’s Office, — 


which: costs over £30,000 a year. 
Mr. Austrn Cuapman.—What for? - 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.—That is exactly 
the question which the people of Aus- 
tralia are asking. As one who always sat 


in opposition to Mr.-Fisher, I looked on e 


him, not as a brilliant man, but as a — 


sound, common-sense, practical man. 
Dr. Matongy.—And honest. 
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That was the cpinion formed of him, I 


bo eee 


wed Ser ats (Ye es 


think, by every one who sat in opposition 
to him for so many years. But here is 
the absurdity of the position: If Mr. 
Fisher had not gone Home as High Com- 
missioner, the great probability is that he 
would have gone, as Prime Minister, to 
do the very work which it is said he is 


‘unable to carry out now. That is a fact 


which it is impossible for us to deny or 
to disguise. I say, deliberately, thatif Mr. 
Fisher 1s not competent or able to carry 
out this work, the sooner he is returned 


- to Australia the better. 


_. Mr. Boyvp.—He has a five years’ ap- 
pointment. 
Mr. McWILLIAMS.—Then it would 


be better to make some arrangement by 
_ which he may be practically compensated 


for loss of office, because we have come to 
the point that whenever anything im- 
portant happens in England, we feel it 
necessary to send one, two, or three 
Ministers to perform the necessary work. 
I was one who opposed the increase which 


was made in the salary of the late Right. 


Honorable Sir George Reid as High 
Commissioner. It will be remembered 
that an increase of £2,000 a year was 
given to that officer, on the distinct un- 
derstanding that he should not only 
carry out the ambassadorial functions of 
the office, but should also make his office 
the business centre for Australia—that he 
should, in consultation with the Agents- 
General, provide a centre in which the 
affairs of Australia should be condticted, 


‘not by the High Commissioner himself, 


_ but by the costly and valuable staff with 
_ which he is provided. What do we hear 
-onallhands? Several gentlemen who have 
returned to Australia have told me that, 


A ee 


so far as they have been able to see, the 


- High Commissioner has been practically 
_ superseded, that military officers have 
_ taken possession of his office, and that the 
_ Ministers who‘are at present in London 


_ are doing Australia’s work there. For all 
_ practical purposes, the High Com- 
missioner evidently does not exist. 


Surely that state of affairs is wrong. 
Surely Australia cannot afford to pay 
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cial relations with Great Britain would wie 
be carried on. Rat 
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£5,000 a year to an officer whose dear : 
have been. practically taken over by other 
persons. 

Mr. Jowzrr—What ie the one 
member suggest in regard to the High ~ 
Commissioner ? 

Mr. McWILLIAMS.—He should be 
called upon to do the work*which he was 
sent to England to do. I have no desire 
to detract from the work that is being done 
by the Ministers who have taken charge of _ 
the trading transactions in London; but I 
think that the High Commissioner and — 
his large staff ought to be in a better 
position to attend to these matters than 
are Ministers visiting England from time 
to time. 

Mr. Boyp. De not forget that the Min- - 
isters went to England in connexion with 
the war and peace business, and not in . con- 
nexion with trading matters . . 

Mr. McWILLIAMS. —Before our Min- sae 
isters went away from Australia it was 
stated that some of the matters they would 
attend to, and which they would be called é 
upon to deal with, were those relating to 
the sale of our wheat and minerals and 
kindred products of Australia. But it was_ 
to attend to those very duties that Aus- 
tralia created the position of High Com- 
missioner, for whom we have erected. ate 
enormous and costly building, and pro- — 
vided a very costly staff. Now we find that Bie 
the High Commissioner has failed to ful- 
fil the functions he was appointed to deal 
with, namely, to represent Australia in 
the political and ambassadorial section, — 
and to establish an office in which the 
whole of Australia’s trading and commer- 


Mr. Lamp Suire.—Would the honors 
able member give the High Commissioner — 


power to commit the Commonwealth uy 


expenditure in Great Britain? a 

Mr. McWILLIAMS.—If we cannot 
trust Australia’s highest official to carry — oe 
out the work which a was sent to Lone : : 


hae to give the High Cae a oe 2m 
more extensive powers. When Ministers d 


_go from Australia to Great Britain, it 3 Ag. e 


quite pal ear to Supply: Hor aie Le se 


i prineed list of duties to perform. 
necessary to give them an alnieee com- 
pletely free hand. If the High Commis- 


es mates makes it practically 


~~ “> them the 
No business concern would ever dream of 
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sioner had any seriously important busi- 
ness to attend to, especially anything 
affecting a matter of policy, he would not 
commit Australia without first communi- 
cating directly with the Prime Minister 
here. . 

While the expenditure in the Attorney- 
General’s Department was £56,917 in 
1912-13, it amounted to £94,925 in 1916- 


17. In the Department of Home Affairs, 


the expenditure was £66,517 in 1912-13; 

in 1915-16 it was £484, 274, an increase of 
£417,757. The expenditure i in the Exter- 
nal Affairs Department, afterwards in- 
cluded in the Works and Railways Depart- 


ment, was £539,722 in.1919-13; in 1915-16 


it was £868, 660, an increase ae £346,942. 


_ In all the Departments there hasbeen a 


greater or less increase continuing year 
_ after year, which we have permitted, and 
for which we must accept the responsi- 
bility; but the manner in which, we have 
deliberately agreed to discuss the annual 
expenditure as contained in the LEsti- 
impossible 
effected 


for any retrenchment to be 


ae during the passage of those Estimates 


through Committee. What chance 
- has any honcrable member to dis- 
cuss the matters dealt with after sitting 

-in the Chamber for twelve, fourteen, or 


sixteen hours at a stretch, and, perhaps, 
naa th 2 o’clock, 3 o'clock, 4 oles or 5 


o’clock in the morning, when we are 
practically bludgeoned into accepting the 
_ Estimates by physical disability to give 
consideration they deserve! 


‘conducting its operations on the lines 


followed by this Parliament ever since its 
-_- Inception. 


As far ag I can see we are 
to have two all-night sittings upon these 
Estimates, whereas usually they are 
bludgeoned through at one all-night sit- 
ting, so that on this occasion we may 
have a better-chance of discussing them. 


Another item of expenditure which 
keeps growing year by year is incurred 
in connexion with our administration of 
the Northern Territory, which is most 
unsatisfactory. While the revenue of the 
_ ‘Territory is only £102,980, the expendi- 
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“ture is £699,400, showing a loss of © 
£596,420. These figures include interest — 
and redemptions amounting to £339,819, — 
and the startling item of £415 ,000 for o 
‘“ Miscellaneous.’ Our ou honedihiire on 
the Northern Territory is increasing, but — 
the population, which was 3,301 in 1911, — 
when we:tock over the Territory, has i 
increased to only 3,554. We are spend- — 
ing nearly £700, 000 annually on 3,554 — 
people. The accumulated deficit on the — 
Northern Territory since 1911 has © 
amounted to £1,576,000. The total cost — 
of the Territory to the Commonwealth — 
since it was taken over is £6,324,000.— 
Another Territory, Papua, has a revenue 
of £63,568, with an expenditure of 
£83, 740, the loss being over £20,000. 


I find it exceedingly difficult to geb 
figures relating to the Customs Depart- 
ment, because they vary so materially. 
The fluctuations of the commercial ar- 
rangement made in connexion with sugar — 
render it almost impossible to get at any-— 
thing like a 


ment for the last four or five years. 


‘I have omitted war expenditure in all — 
the items which I have mentioned. I[ 
am dealing with the general expenditure — 
only, but there are some items which — 
may be called war expenditure in con- — 
nexion with the Treasury Department. — 
In this Department the expenditure was — 
in 1917-18... This year the 
proposed expenditure is £994,000. For 
the Shipping and Mail Service to the 
Pacific it is proposed to pay a subsidy 
of £32,850 per annum, an increase of 
£10,000 on the amount previously paid. — 


The giving of this subsidy is one of the — 


most idiotic arrangements into which 
any sane Parliament could enter. It 
has been going on for many years, but 
while we have subsidized vessels to trade — 
with the Pacific Islands, we have imposed | 
such a Customs Tariff on the produce of — 
those islands that it has been impossible — 
for them to trade with us. As a matter — 
of fact, we have absolutely forced the 
trade of the Pacific away from us. 


Mr. Corser. — Does the honorable 


membér wish to have the peep on E 


produce ‘of those islands brought to Aus-— 
tralia free of duty? 


correct estimate of the © 
growth of expenditure in this Depart- — 
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Mr. McWILLIAMS.—No. The honor- 
able member has put his finger on one of 
the difficulties, but it should be possible 
to enter into some arrangement by which 
we can trade with the islands without 
the black-grown produce coming into 
Australia and competing unfairly with 
the white-grown produce of Australia. 
If it is not possible to trade with the 
islands we ought not to spend £32,000 
on subsidizing vessels to visit them, be- 


eause the value of the goods that we ‘send. 


to them from Australia is certainly not 


- commensurate with that expenditure on 
our part. 


tralia is a very serious problem. 


No doubt the indebtedness of Aus- 


It may 


be news to some honorable members to 


learn that our indebtedness per head in 
1916-17 is considerably greater than the 
indebtedness per head in Great Britain. 


‘The debt of Great Britain in that year 
was £4,064,000,000, or £80 per head of 


the population. 
Mr. Maruews. — Great Britain has 


borrowed more than that during the 
war.) ‘ 


_ £108 per head of the population. 


Mr. McWILLIAMS, — I got these 
figures from the Statistician to-day. The 
Commonwealth and State indebtedness of 
Australia was in that year, roughly, 


Mr. McGratrz As against that, we 


_ have many assets~in the shape of "yail- 


ways, and ‘so forth. 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.—The value of 
the railway asset is to be determined by 


- its earnings over and above the interest 
_ paid on cost of construction, maintenance, 


_ and working expenses. 


Put to that test, 


it will be found that the Australian rail- 


_ Way asset is not what some of us imagined 


at was before we began to look into the 


mn 


: 


are. 


ia 
a 


an asset? 


figures. 
Mr. Corszr~—What about the millions 
of acres of Orown lands? 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.—Certainly they 
I am not trying, however, to draw 
up a balance-sheet; I am simply giving 
the Committee the "result of many hours 
oi study, and I think these figures will be 
of interest. The public debt of Canada 
last year was a little more than £21 10s. 


et an | 


Are they not 


per head of the population, as against 
our indebtedness of £108 per head. 


Mr. Hicas.—That seems to show that 


we did more in the war than Canada did. — 
dealt. 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.—Canada 
with the war on a very different basis 
from that adopted by us. She made, 
roughly speaking, from £125,000,000 to 
£150,000,000 worth of munitions for 
Great Britain. | 


Mr. Maruzws.—And she made her pro- 
fit on that undertaking. 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.—My only regret 


Bakes a ee 


t 


pees Bes 


is that we did not turn out munitions to 


the same extent and also make a profit on 
the enterprise. 
munitions—— _ 

Mr. Marnrws.—And saved her people. 

Mr. McWILLIAMS.—Exactly. Great 
Britain was buying munitions from Japan 
and the United States of America, and 


countries. 
munitions direct to the British Govern- 


Canada manufactured 


surely it was well that she should obtam — 
supplies as far as possible from one of 
ihe Dominions rather than from foreign — 
In addition to supplying — 


ment, she carried out portion of the con-— 


tract neck the United States of America 
had entered into with the Home authori- 
ties; 


Old Country. She also lent Great Bri- 
tain £100,000,000. 


allowed most of the money due in respect 


of those munitions to remain on loan to 


Great Britain. 

Mr. 
Britain to support the Army that she 
sent to the Front, while Australia paid 
for the support of her own men. 


side of the question? — 
Mr. 


due to it in respect of the maintenance fae 
our Forces overseas. 


Gosia Sager 


Mr. McGratu.—But we owe the money 


all the same. 


and the amount received in respect 7a 
of that work does not appear in the de-— 
tails of her direct transactions with the © 


In other words, she — 
manufactured munitions of the value of ~ 
from £125,000,000 to £150,000,000, and — 


Maturws.—She allowed Great ; 


Why — 
does not the honorable member state that & 


McW1ILLIAMS.—The honorable are 
member’s interjection compels me to say 
that, so far, we have not paid the Im- 
perial Government very much of what is 


aa eee 
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Mr. McWILLIAMS.—Undoubtedly. 
Mr. Borp—Our policy appears to be to 
borrow, boom, and bust. 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.—To parody 
Tennyson’s beautiful lines, it may be 


said of the policy of Australia that— 


Tis better to have boomed and bust 
Than never to have boomed at all. 


_ Before we shall have cleaned up the war 


politics. 


gift. 


our war indebtedness alone will amount 


‘to about £300,000,000, which will mean 


a permanent interest debt of £15,000,000 
per annum for which we shall have no 
return, and to provide for the payment 
of which the people of Australia must be 


_ taxed. 


In regard to many of the problems that 
confront us, some of us will have to start 
anew. Australia for the first time has 
entered the troublesome sea of national 
Prior to the outbreak of the war 
our national life had been the most placid 


and successful ever enjoyed by any coun- 


try. The whole of this magnificent con- 
tinent had been handed over to us as a 
All that we had to do was to people 
it and to govern it in our own way. Ours 


‘was a wonderfully rich heritage, and we 


_ had merely to tax ourselves to provide for 
- ®Ur own conveniences, emergencies and 


_ pleasures. We are now face to face with 
an entirely new aspect. 


We have not 
only a war debt of £300, 000 ,000, but we 
shall have for many years to come a _per- 
manent debt in the shape of the provision 
to be made for war pensions and the main- 
tenance of those who have suffered in 
fighting for our protection. No matter 
how Strong the demand for economy may 


be, we must never unduly retrench in 
‘ regard to the treatment of those who went 


_ overseas to fight for Australia and to pre- 


serve our liberty. When our men went away 
we promised them that we should care for 
them on their return. It is up to us to 
keep that promise, and I hope that it will 
be fully observed. 


oA rather serious feature ef the “present 


situation is that production in Australia 


has not increased as some of us would like 


it to-have done. There are not many lines 


in. respect of which Australia can com- 


a 3 pete with the outside world. I would ask~ For 
ee 
at 
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the representatives of metropolitan dis- : 
tricts to examine the return showing what  — 
the agricultural and pastoral interests 


have done for Australia during this war, 


But for our great exports of wool, wheat, — 
minerals, and other primary products, the 
rate of exchange which has been and still ~ 
is disastrously heavy against Australia — 
would have been very much higher than — 
it is to-day. The export of Australian — 
produce in 1915-16—the last financial 


year in respect of which the complete a 


figures are obtainable—was of the value 
of £67,387,000, and our export of minerals — : 
was valued at £23 000,000. Our pastoral, 
agricultural, and mineral exports ac- 
counted for £90,000,000 out of a total 
export value of £95, 000, 000. 


Australia is beginning to recognise — 
more and more what we owe to the great 
pastoral industry. I hope I may be 
wrong, but my reading leads me to the -_ 
conclusion that the wheat export trade of 
Australia after the war will not be a very — 
important and flourishing industry. The 
production of meat and wool, however, — 
will be for many years a constantly ex- 
panding industry. I have never been 2 
able to understand why in some quarters — 
hostility should be displayed towards the | 
man who goes into the interior and risks _ 
every penny he has in the effort to put 
our waste lands to productive uses. Prac- - 
tically only a small portion of Australia 
has been alienated. The greater part of 
the pastoral areas of Queensland, Western 
Australia, and New South Wales still 
belong to the Crown, and are a constant 
source of revenue. - 


Turning to our stock returns, it 1s un-— 
satisfactory to find that the number of 
sheep per head in Australia from 1860 
to 1916 has been falling away to a very 
disastrous extent. In 1860 we had 214 
sheep per head of the population, and the 
maximum was reached in 1890, when we 
had 314 sheep per head. Ever since then 
there has been a steady falling off, and 
in 1916 we had only 15% sheep per head. 
The cattle industry of Australia must — 
grow in importance, because year after — 
year the country available for the raising ; 
of cattle is becoming less and less. — 
instance, the United States of — 


| people. 
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America, which a few years ago was the 
greatest exporter of beef, is to- day grow- 
ing scarcely enough beef for its own 
South America and Australia 
must be the principal sources from which 
Great Britain and the other countries of 
Europe will draw their meat supplies 
more and more as the years go by. The 
number of cattle in Australia in 1860 per 
head of population was 3.45, and in 1915, 
2.16. A matter that requires serious 
consideration by this Parliament, and 
by those interested in the pastoral in- 
dustry, is the fact that Argentine, with 
practically only half the area of Australia, 
carries 21,000,000 more sheep, and nearly 
one-third more cattle, and the popula- 
tion of that country has increased from 
3,900,000 in 1895, to 7,880,000 in 1914. 
The increase in the population of Aus- 


tralia has been comparatively small. 


There is another serious aspect of the 
social conditions in this country, which, 
if it does not receive early attention in 
the near future, will land us in great dif- 
ficulties. According to Knibbs’ latest 
labour and industrial bulletin, taking 
1911-as a basis, with a mean of 1,000, and 
allowing for unemployment, the purchas- 


“ing power of the sovereign had decreased 


to 923 in 1915, showing that, although 
wages have risen materially since 1911, 
the position of the wage-earner is con- 
siderably worse than it was then. Turn- 
ing now to the relative productiveness of 
labour, we find that the standard was 
hichest in 1909; but from a mean of 
1,000 in 1911, productiveness had de- 
creased to 925 in 1915. ‘These two facts 


_. demand serious attention: Although the 


wages paid-to the labourer have increased 
materially, he is worse off to-day than he 


was, and his effective productiveness has 


Henreised: Whether that is the result of 
the go-slow policy or of some other in- 
fluence which we have not been able to 


_ discover, it is a fact. of grave significance 


that the productiveness of labour should 


_ have decreased by nearly one-tenth since 


5S ae a 
<-> ° 


ADIT. 

Mr. Poynton.—Yet there is more 
money in the Savings Bank per head of 
population than ever before. 

Mr. McWILLIAMS.—That is abso- 
lutely correct. |More money has been 


afloat in the gi isnweaitn during yok. 


last four years than at any time in its 
history. Why? 


Because we have been 


spending tae? £100,000 to £300,000 per 


week of soldiers’ money, which had been 
borrowed. 

‘Mr. Farxmver.—And paper money. 

Mr. McWILLIAMS.—The issue of 
paper money has reached the absolute 
limit of safety. 

Mr. J. H. Carrs.—We were told that 
the’ present Government was absolutely 


safe in finance. 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.—For many years 
I have tried to form, to the best of my 
ability, my own opinions, and I take the 
responsibility for them. 
no doubt that it has been the abnormal 
issue of paper money which has had 


There can be 


the effect of decreasing the value of — 


productiveness in Australia and in-— 
creasing the price of living. There 
is no royal road in these matters. 


France, Great Britain, and four or five — 
when — 
they started the lavish creation of paper 


States of the Arete Union, 


money, produced cheap money. And as 


money becomes cheaper, the articles it — 
That is very largely 


buys become dearer. 


the reason why the price of living has 


continued to increase in Australia. 


siderable amount of profiteering i in inter- 
nal trade. But, apart from those facts, — 


There =~ 
have been other reasons, I admit, includ- 
ing the extraordinarily high freights on 
goods coming to Australia, ‘and a con- — 


Australia is just ploughing the same fur- 
row as has been ploughed by every coun-— * 


try in the world which has issued paper 
money to any considerable extent. 


resulted in France, Great Britain, sand 
some of the American States through the 
undue use of paper money. 
in the best interests of the Commonwealth 
to issue one more  bank-note at the — 


present time, because the effects which — 
I have just related regarding the high cost 
of living and the decreased productiveness 
of labour are aah due to the See = 


In hee 


very kindergarten of politics we learn what 


Itwillnotbe — 


et 


‘he 
seve 


Nn 


: Mr. Senrnk —Is not the issue paper 
eeu bae limited ? 

Mr. McWILLIAMS.—The honorable 
et ee knows quite well that one may 
pass fifty Acts of Parliament on the 
subject, but they will not obviate the re- 


be sults which the over-production of paper 


os 


bird, and if it be but scared it flies ee 
ie The moment the amount of paper money 
exceeds the figure which the commercial 
- eommunity thinks is safe, there is an in- 
- evitable decline in its value, and a cor- 
_ responding increase in the price of com-. 
- modities. 


_ money has given in every country in the. 
_world where it has been tried. In refer- 
ring to the abnormal issue of paper 


money, I do not mean that the Govern- 
ment have exceeded the powers which 
Parliament conferred upon them. But it 


matters not what powers this Parliament 


may give, it will not be in the best interests 
of the commercial and social life of Aus- 
‘tralia to further increase the amount of 
paper money at the present time. 


- Mr. J. H. Carrs.—What does the hon- 
Settle member suggest is the limit of 


safety? 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.+-We reach the 
limit of safety 
paper money begins to react on the trad- 


ing life of the community. No barometer 


is more sensitive than the money market. 


Somebody has said that money is a shy 


ae Aa I reiterate that we have rent hed: the 


limit, and that any further revenue we 
may raise must be obtained-by means of 
taxation. Already we have tapped practi- 


i cally every source of revenue that is open 
to us; we have a land tax, and a super- - 


# land tax, an income tax and a super-in- 
_ eome tax, an entertainments tax, probate 


and extraordinary expenditure. 
_ is one thing which the people are demand- 
ing to-day, it is that we shall relieve them 
fiat some of the present burden of taxation. 


and succession duties, and a war-time pro- 
The time is rotten-ripe for Par-- 


fits tax. 
liament to set to work, before placing one 
penny of additional taxation on the people, 


to save wherever possible in our ordinary 
If there 


Mr. Pornton.—We ue to place a 


tax on croakers, 
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Mr. eget Cuapman.—The present — 


--Government will have to pay that tax 4 


shortly. 


Mr. MoWILLIAMS ee : 
such as that which come from the Minister — 
cut no ice. Anybody can say those silly — 
things. If the Minister desires to find the | 
justification for croakers, let him study the 
figures in connexion with the Coranga- — 
mite by-election. They tell the Govern- — 
ment and Parliament plainly that the — 
people are about sick and tired of heavy — 
taxation, and lavish expenditure. The — 
Nationalist party and the Labour party ~ 


‘both put into the field unusually strong 
- candidates. 
man as the Labour party could have got, 


Mr. 


Scullin was as good a 


and Major Knox, the Nationalist candi- é 


_ date, had many qualifications, being a 


returned soldier and a land-owner, well 
known in the district. Yet both parties 
have been taught a sharp lesson ve the 
electors. — 


Mr. Poynton.—Does the honorable . 
member think-that he is leaving a sink- — 
ing ship? ‘ 

Mr. McWILLIAMS.—The honorable © 
member should be the last to taunt me 
with leaving a sinking ship. When I ~ 
have done that as often as he has done ~ 
ib, the taunt will be justified. Ax 

Mr. Povnton.—Is there one thing that — 
this Government has done that has Ree oe 
the honorable membee. - 


The CHAIRMAN (Hon. J. M. - 
Chanter).—The Minister is not in order. 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.—It is unreason- — 
able to say that the Estimates, which have — 
grown from year to year in every De- 
partment, could not be reduced by the — 
sum of £10,000, and should the amend- ~ 
ment be pressed, [ shall vote for it, as I 
conscientiously believe that a material 
saving could be made. Is it in accordance 
with common sense to duplicate the names 
on the electoral lists by having in each 
State a Federal and State roll? 

Mr. Poynron.—Is not the present ar- 
rangement the fault of the States? - 
Mr. McWILLIAMS.—In Tasmania— 
the State from which I come—one roll — 
has been used during the past eight or ten 


years for both Federal and State elec- — 


tions. Is it reasonable that in each State — 
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there should be separate staffs for collect- - 


ing the Federal and State income taxes 
and the Federal and State land taxes? 
To my mind, a fair arrangement would ke 


for the Federal Government to look after 


the electoral rolls and for the State Go- 
vernments to collect the income taxes and 
the land taxes for both the State and the 
Federal authorities. 


“ Mr. Latrp Suira.—New South Wales 
will not agree to that arrangement. 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.—If any one 
State insists on standing out, let it bear 
the cost of doing so; why should the 
people of the other five States be penalized 
by being forced to pay for duplhcate 
 etafis? Is it reasonable that there should 
be both Federal and State Savings Banks? 
I am not concerned now with apportion- 
ing the blame for the present arrange- 
- ments; but I say that the time has come 
when every effort should be made to 
simplify and thus to cheapen the adminis- 
tration. No reform will be effected so 
long as one party says, ‘‘ Fancy the 
_ Federation handing over its functions to 
a State!’’ while the other party takes the 
attitude that the Federation already has 
_ too much power, and cannot be intrusted 
with any more. There must be give and 
take on both sides. The one people pays 
for the whole machinery of government, 
and suffers by its unnecessary duplication. 
After a political experience of nearly 
twenty-five years, I say that the people of 
_ Australia are prepared to pay any taxation 
_ that they regard as necessary and know 
» will be properly expended. We have 
- gone through half the present financial 
b year without passing the Estimates, and 
3 it would be in the best interests of the 
country were the Government, now that 
the war is over, to take them back with 
_ a view to reducing their proposals for 
expenditure. Had it not been for the atti- 
' tude taken by some honorable members, 
_ the country would now be committed to a 
_ loan expenditure out of all proportion to 
its needs. Not one shilling should be 
_ spent on naval bases or arsenals until the 
a Government have obtamed expert advice, 
| given in the light of the lessons of the 
war. 
| tinue enormously costly works which may 
become obsolete before they. can ke 


ea les a 
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Would it not be madness to con-~ 


| fimished? Besides, we do not know what 


agreements may be made at the Peace 
Conference. If there is anything in the ~ 
opinion that the close of the war will in- 
augurate an era of peace and good- 
will among the nations, these proposals 
cannot be tolerated. The aeroplane and 
the submarine will, in the future, play an — 
important part in the protection of long 
eoast-lines like ours. If the Govern- 
ment make the amendment a test question, — 
that is no business of mine, and it will 
not affect my vote. A man must do what 
he thinks to be right, and take the conse- 
quences. The people, and also, [ am sure, 
Ministers themselves, have more respect 
for, and confidence in, the representative 
who votes as his conscience dictates, than. 
for the man who votes at the crack of the 
party whip. I feel that it is not right 
that we should pile heavy taxation on the 


people without making every reasonable 


effort to curtail expenditure. 


Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter). [9.10] is 8 
congratulate the Acting Prime Minister 
(Mr. Watt) on having given us an oppor- _ i 
tunity to discuss the “Estimates. This is 
an improvement on the practice of the — 
last few years. I have always protested 


against allowing the Estimates to remain — 


unconsidered until the financial year had 
practically expired. ‘There is no reason ~ 
for that, even in war time, because the — 
ordinary departmental expenditure has 
not been affected by the war. It isare- 
freshing change to have an opportunity of 
dealing with the Estimates before the 
Christmas vacation. At the same time, 
I regret that the time allowed for their — 
discussion is altogether too short. We — 
are endeavouring to crowd too much work 
into a few days. Sound legislation is im- 
possible when work has to be scamped. * 
In addition to the Estimates, we are to be 
asked to pass this week a number of mea- 
sures whose discussion should occupy a — 
considerable time, and, even by sitting 
night after night, we shall ‘be unable eo 
complete our programme. ig 
the best interests of the country that } legis- 
lation ‘should be rushed through in this 
way. We ought.to return in J Ae 
do the work that lies before us. fe a 
Much has been said about the: nee for 
retrenchment, and every one will: aren 


ase ioe ce? 


get 


that savings should be made where pos- 
_ sible. In my opinion, a saving could be 
made in the expenditure incurred in con- 
-- nexion with the floating of war loans. 
- We have borrowed £148,922,368~ within 
Australia for war purposes, at a cost of 
no less than £358 o22. I do not think 
e that this expenditure can be justified. : 


Mr. Pornron.—lIi must be remembered 
“that we have received 100 per cent. of 
the amount borrowed. In borrowing 

overseas, we do not do that. 

Mr, CHARLTON .—That is s0. 
there is now before us a Bill, which the 
Actiwg Prime Minister says that he in- 

fis tends to pass, which requires taxpayers to 
_ subscribe to war loans an amount based 
on the income taxation which they pay. 
- Under this measure, more than enough 
_ money can be obtained for financing our 
war expenditure, and meeting the cost of 
bringing back our soldiers. If the 
voluntary system of contributions is also 
- to stand, it will mean that, when the next 
war loan is floated, an army of speakers 
_ will again be commissioned to solicit sub- 
 seriptions, and large amounts will be paid 
for advertisements in the various news- 
- papers. ) 
Mr. Tupor.—When the last war loan 
‘inch was paid to some newspapers. 
@--= Myr. Bop. —What was the breadth of 
: _ the inch? — 
~ Mr. CHARLTON.—Even if the ad- 
-yertisements ran right across the page 
_ the charge was too high. 
Mr. Tupor.—The payment was per 
column inch. 
_ Mr. CHARLTON.—In New. South 
Wales 295 newspapers were paid £7,482 
’ aun 11d. for war loan advertisements. 
~ -In Victoria 231 papers were paid £4,316 
_ 8s. 8d., in Queensland 116 papers were 
paid £5,173 9s. 7d., in South Australia 
58 papers were paid ‘£4, 200 5s., in West- 
ern Australia 48 papers were paid £1,731 
4s., in Tasmania 11 papers were naid 
_ £1,717 7s., in Papua one paper was paid 
_ £5 10s., and in the Northern Territory 
a paper was paid £8. This shows that 
Si 761 papers were paid £24,635 Is. 2d. 
Great saving could be made in connexion 
ith the next war loan. 
sed is to dispense altogether with the 
) 
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_ was being advertised, as much as 28s. an - 


All that is ne- 
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voluntary alan and advertise epee 
the press and the Gazette that a new loan 
is in course of flotation, and that the 
compulsory provisions will be put into 
operation. I venture to say that if this 
were done considerably more money would 
be raised than would otherwise be the 
case. rs 
Mr. Lyncu.—It is only fair to say that 
the newspapers give an almost unlimited 
amount of space in helping the flotation B 
of the war loan. 


Mr. CHARLTON.—I am not going toi 
say that the newspapers did not give full as 
publicity to the loan; but, if they did 
so, they were well paid for it. cae 

Mr. J. H. Carrs.—The picture shows — 
advertised the loan for nothing. - ; 

Mr. CHARLTON.—So far as I know, 
that was the case, and there could be no ~ 
As to the — 
rates per inch in the various newspapers, 
the Sydney Morning Herald was paid 18s. 
and 25s., and received a total of £708 
15s. ; the Sydney Day Telegraph was 
paid 15s., 20s. 10d., and 25s., and re- 

ceived £1 195—-I do not know. Bow the | 
Telegraph came to beat ‘‘ Granny ”’ ; the | <3 x 
Evening News, of Sydney, was paid 12s. 
and received £669 ‘2s.; and the Sun was” 
paid 6s. 8s., and 12s. or le and Bae 7 
£461 12s. It will be seen that 25s. per 
inch, the highest rate paid, was to the 
Sydney Morning Herald. Amongst the 
weekly papers of Sydney the Sunday — 
Times was paid 7s. and 28s.—the highest 
rate of all—and received £261 18s.; fie 
Sunday Sun was paid 10s. and 12s. “6d. 
and received £136; the Worker, which is 
the recognised Labour paper, was paid 
6s., and received £7 4s. as contrasted 
with the £261 paid to the Sunday Times. 

Mr. Boyp.—If the Labour Government 
had been in office the Worker would have 
been paid 28s. an inch. 


Mr. CHARLTON.—At any rate, I ba . 
lieve the Worker would have got a squarer 
deal. So the list goes on, and it shows — 
the very high prices the Government have. 
been paying for advertisements. My 
point is that the flotation of our loans has 
cost £358,000, and that the pre 
sent cost could be reduced by half 
if the suggestion I have made were 
adopted. The present system only 
means that certain people, who have ~ 
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money, are able to see how the barometer 
is going from time to time, and, perhaps 
the day before the loan c’oses, thev are 
able to know fairly well how much has 
‘been subscribed and whether or not they 
will be calléd upon. As honorable mem- 
bers know, under the compulsory sub- 
scription measure, if the amount is sub- 
seribed voluntarily those who have money, 
but-are not willing to subscribe, are able 
to escape their obligation. 

Mr. Bruce.—The amount sutscribed 
eannot be known until a loan is closed. 

Mr. CHARLTON.—Just before a loan 
closes it is pretty \well known what 
amount has been subscribed. Suppos ng, 
however, that that may be correct, the 
practice has always been’ adopted of ex- 
tending the time for some reason or 
other. By this means persons who have 
_not done their duty are able to get in and 
“escape any penalty. If, as I suggest, 
voluntary subscriptions were done away 
with, I do not see why we should not be 
able to save £25,000 or £30,000; and 
that is a matter of some moment. 

Sir Rosert Best.—There will have to 
be a measure altogether different from the 
Bill, which could not possibly produce 
the amount reauired. 

Mr. CHARLTON. —Why? What 
does the income tax revenue amont to? 

Mr. Povnton.—About £7,000,000. 

Mr. CHARLTON.—And I am told 
that compulsion wovld not produce the 
amount required, although the subscrip- 
tion has to be six times the amount of the 
income 2X. 

Mr. Poynron.—That is on'y in the 
case where a taxpayer neglects to -sub- 
scribe to the lorn. 

Mr. CHARLTON.—A taxpaver has to 
subscribe six times his income tax, if 
that is necessary to raise the amount. 
_ Supposing a war loan was not voluntarily 
- contributed to, every individual would 
have to subscribe six times his income 
bax.’ 

Mr. Srncrarr.—The honorab'e mem- 
ber’s idea is absurd on the face of it. 

Mr. CHARLTON.—Whether it is ab- 
surd or not the Government have intro- 
. duced the Bil, and no doubt the honor- 
able member ‘will support it, in spite of 
its absurdity. 
subscriptions at all, each person will have 
to subscribe six times his income tax, 


Tf we have no voluntary 


which, on the basis of the present income : 
tax revenue, would mean  £42,000,000. 
That is on the basis of the income tax a 
revenue of last year, and the revenue for 
this year will be in excess of that amount, 
because the tax has been increased. The : 
war loans raised in Australia amount to — 
£148,922,268, and the cost of flotation 


was £358,022. On 30th June, 1918, 
there were instalments not paid, 
£12,943,901, and balance in hand was ~ 


£23,710,066, or a total of £36,654,563. 
Since then we have received about 
£43,000,000 fresh loan monev, making a 
total amount in hand of £79,654,563. 
The estimated war expenditure f@r the 
year 1918-19 was £100,044,41%, and the ~ 
amount to be paid from revenue was 
£21,128,602, leaving £78,914,809 as the 
amount of loan money required for the 
year. When that estimate was framed ~ 
it was on a war basis, because the 
Armistice had not been signed; and, 
with the £36,654,563, we have now 
in hand £79,754, 000, or over £1,000,000 
more than is’ required up to June 
next. The war expenditure ought 
to be a vanishing. quantity now that 
there is an armistice. Every month sees 
more of our men back, and gradually — 
getting into employment; and there are - 
now not the same number of people em- 
ployed in connexion with the lee 
tion of munitions, so that our a 
ture is falling. We shall not require the — 
sum I have mentioned by some millions, — 
by the end of this financial year. : | 
Mr. Poynron.—Do you think the Ga : 
vernment wil spend the money unless ite) 
is necessary ? oon he 
Mr. CHARLTON.—No, I do not; i 
I say that the Government will not re- 2 
quire to borrow before June next, and, 


when they do, the chances are they will 4 


not need so much money. z 
Mr. Poynron.—That was indicated ty 3 
the Treasurer in his speech. 
Mr. CHARLTON. : 
right. In view of the lesen exne 
diture month by month, we shall have 
lot of money lying idle. Last July 
there was £18,000,000 in the Common- — 
wealth Bank, and uow ‘that we “have — 
floated another loan, and our payments, , 
are less, y 
more. 


It would be interesting. to kn 
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~~ how much there is now in the Common- 
wealth Bank not earning interest. There 
must be many millions more than there 
was in July of last year, the total 
amount is, probably, £30,000,000. In 
_ September last there was £12,000,000 of 
the-last loan, on which interest has 
to be paid, and there must be con- 
Be ters; mere of the present loan. 
Seeing the outgoings are less than they 
were, and that there are the £18,000,000 
-. and a substantial sum.from the 
_. loan, the amount in the Bank must have 
been considerably: increased. 
Mr. Hiccs.—You know there is a new 
arrangement with the banks. 


Mr. CHARLTON.—No. 


Mr. Hices.—The banks do not put in 
all the money, but only as it is required. 


~ Mr. CHARLTON.—Then the money is 
lying in other banks, and, in any case, 
bearing no interest. Something cught to 

be done in the way of putting this money 
out on short loans, so as to get some re- 
turn, and thus help the taxpayers. 
Every million earned in interest in this 
Way agsists in paying the interest on bor- 
rowed money; and we might as well be 
receiving _something as allow others to 

Ms a use the n money, as no doubt the Common- 
oe wealth Bank is using it, and doing well. 
I have not a word to say against the 
Commonwealth Bank, which has done 
great. service to the country, and we 
should be prepared to assist it as far as 
possible; but we must not lose sight of 
the fact that the Bank runs on lines of 
its own. The money earned by the Bank 

- does not go-into the ordinary revenue of 
the country, and some arrangement 
should be made by which the revenue 
shall benefit in the way of interest. The 

- Commonwealth Bank, I believe, is paid 
5s. per £100 to cover its expenses in the 
flotation of loans, but the country should 

» also have a share. It is very satisfac- 
_ tory to know that the money is lying in 


our own Bank, but, at the same time, it. 


is not assisting in the reduction of taxa- 
tion. 

; Mr. Poynton. — Has the Common- 
_ wealth Bank not been a great factor in 
_ keeping down the rate of overdraft? 
Mr. CHARLTON.—Yes, the Bank has 
done wonderful service et this country, 
nd J am not saying one word against 
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iets It was condemned when it was first 
established. I do not think that any 
honorable member would say a word 
against the services rendered by the Com- _ 
mondalth Bank, and I have no wish ~ 
that my remarks shall be construed as — 
being in opposition to that institution. — 
f am simply saying that there are big 
sums of money lying idle in the Bank, 
upon which the Commonwealth is paying — 
45 per cent. and 5 per cent., and that it 
would be well.if at least a portion of the 
money could be invested on short-dated 
securities, so that it might earn some in- 
terest, even if it should be only 14 per cent. 
or 2 per cent. Most of the money we ~ 
have in the Old Country is interest bear- 
ing, but there are better opportunities 
there for investing money on short-dated 
securities than we have in Australia. I 
think that the Commonwealth Bank ought 
to be able to enter into an arrangement 
with the Treasurer by which the Com- 
monwealth would benefit. 


Mr. Pornton.—Portion of the money. 
has been invested, but it is very difficult 
to invest the whole of it. 


Mr. CHARLTON.—The ~Treasurer ~ 
must be given credit for his proposal to 
the different States to have co-ordination 
in the matter of public borrowing. The 
sooner something is done in that direction 
the better it will be for all concerned. 


Mr. Tupor.—I understand that all of 
the States except New South Wales have 
agreed to the Treasurer’s proposal. 

Mr. CHARLTON:—I am not aware 
that they have all agreed to it. At any 
rate, the Commonwealth Government and 
the State Governments have borrowed a 


lot of money, and we are told by the 


Treasurer that the overseas money market 
will be closed to our borrowing for a con- 
siderable time to come. Of course, no 


.one can say what may happen when peace 


is signed. ‘The money market may be 


‘easier than it has been for the last few 


years, but if we have a large number of 
borrowers on any money market, local 

or overseas, we w'll not secure the best 
terms. We will do better ty having only 
one borrowing agency than by having © 
five or six borrowers on the market com- — 
peting against’ one another by offering 
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better terms. I am pleased that the Go- 
-vernment are endeavouring to do some- 
thing in the direction of having co-ordina- 
tion so far as Australian borrowing is 
eoncerned. It will be a big question in 


the immediate future, when a large por-- 


tion of our loans will be maturing. These 
are the words which the Treasurer has 
used in this connexlon— 


The Government has taken into consideration 
the difficulties of the present and immediate 
future, and has promised to the State Govern- 
ments that they should give to the Common- 
wealth full control of all State and local govern- 
-ment borrowing for the three years ending 31st 
December, 1921. 

If this proposal is agreed to, conversion 
operations overseas will be undertaken by the 
Commonwealth Government. The business in 
Austratia will also be conducted by the Com- 


monwealth, after conference with the State or © 


States interested. Transactions with the Sav- 


ings Banks will be left to the States to deal 


with, but market operations will be managed 
by the Commonwealth. 
He goes on to point out that a large sum 
of money will have to be repaid within 
‘the next ten years. It should be our 
effort to get. the money at a cheaper rate 
in order to.pay off our loan indebtedness 
if we can possibly do so. We are now 
paying 5 per cent. for the last war loan; 
we will probably pay 5 per cent. for the 
~ next war loan; and we are paying 4% per 
cent. for the earlier issues. If it is pos- 
sible for the Government to borrow the 
. money at 4} per cent. we will save 4 per 
cent. in interest, and at the same time 
free a large amount of capital from the 
exemption “of the payment of income tax. 
Most of the money tied up in our war 
loans pays no income tax, and it ought 
to be our policy in the future to pay’ back 
= the money we have borrowed with that ex- 
- emption attaching to it. Even if we cannot 
es for redemption purposes at less 
than 44 per cent, the Commonwealth will 
~ derive iiantaze: because it will gain at 
~ least 3 per cent. by freeing a certain 
amount of capital from the exemption in 
regard to income taxation. 


: We are told that our soldiers overseas 


are to be demobilized in the following 


order :- — 
% (a) All married soldiers, oe ee to the 

number of children, length of service, and 
" guarantees of employment in Australia. 
Mr. Charlton. — 
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_and those who have been away the longest 


“a9i819), 


That is a Pee onal. The men ae roa 
should: heartily agree with it. * eee 
(b) 


Single soldiers of long service with — 
ouarantees of employment~ in ean 
tralia. in 
When we commence to give preferdinge te te 
any soldiers, our difficulties will begin. les ; 
think it would be far better to take the 
men in the order of service they have ren- i 
dered to the Empire. After the married 
men have been brought back, the single 
men who went away first ‘should lave 
priority. be 
Mr. MoGratu. ee where thera is ss 
illness among the parents. . 


Mr. CHARLTON.—Of- course, there 
are many exceptional cases, which must 
be provided for; but in the course of de- 
mobilization the principle should be ob- 
served. that every one should return ac- 
cording to his length of service. Ii we _ 
set up “preferences to this section or that 
section, some of our gallant boys may be 
compelled to remain abroad six months 
longer than they otherwise should. Very 
fow. of them will not be anxious to get 
back to Australia as quickly as possible, — 


should be permitted to return first. Itis — 
proposed that the third class to eome 
home shall be— 

Other single men, according to length of ser- 
vice, 
There will be many men who ean ae 
guarantees that they will have empl 

ment to come to in Australia. On the 
other hand, there will be many who ean- 
not say definitely whether or not they — 
will have employment to come to. M 
opinion is that it is the duty of the Go- 
vernment to find employment for these 
men, and bring them back in the order In’ 
which they have gone abroad. If we ean- 
not find employment for them imme- 
diately on their return, it will be our — 
duty to support them until employment 1 
found for them. 

Mr. oC 
now. 


Mr. CHARLTON. —I am sore to 
that we are not Re it. Genera, 0 


u—We are not doin 


invalids ch 


__. longer fit for service. He leaves us to 
; = = ssume that the general demobilization 
scheme is not to be put into operation 
tal some time later. In fact, he says 
_ that we cannot demobilize the men until 
peace is signed. | 
Mr. Wansrer. —Hear, hear! 

Mr. CHARLTON.—I do not agree 
with the Minister. These boys have done 
their part, and done it well. No one can 

make me believe that the Allied nations 
will keep a full standing Army in the 
field until peace is signed. It has been 
cabled to us that the Americans are mak- 
ing provision for the return of 1,200,000 
men who went across to Europe two years 
after our boys went there; yet our men 
are to be kept on the German frontier 
~~ ready to. fight. 1 venture to say that 

Marshal Foch would say that less than 


half his full strength would be sufficient — 


for all purposes at the present time— 
probably one-third of the Allied Forces. 
If that be the case, why 
our boys come home? ‘The soldiers of 
Great Britain can get furlough, and visit 
_ their homes occasionally. The soldiers of 
_ France can do the same. ‘But our boys 
- cannot;‘and yet they are to be expected 
tO remain until peace is signed, when, 
perhaps, it may not be signed for three 
---— years. If the Postmaster-General (Mr. 
Webster) is expressing the sentiments of 
the Government when he says “ Hear, 
hear!” to the statement of General 
Monash that our soldiers cannot be de- 
mobilized until peace is signed, I tell him 
that I do not believe hee people are be- 
_ hind them in that regard. 
~ Mr. Wesster. —Our soldiers may yet 
be required in Berlin. 
— Mr. CHARLTON.—The Allies have 
plenty of men. The position is quite dif- 
ferent now from what it was at the com- 
- mencement of the armistice. The enemy 
is now thoroughly disorganized, we hold 
_ most.of his fighting machinery, and we 
are in his territory. If he is prepared 
to fight again, the Alhes have ample men 
s available to put him in his place. I am 
sure that if the Commonwealth Govern- 
ee! made representations to the Im- 
ial Government, pointing out the 
time the Australians have been away from 
eir bnew, and the fact that they have 
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been actually engaged in all the heavy 


oe right through the piece, the 
reply febake be, “They have done well; | 
make preparations to return them to Aus- 
tralia.’’ I would like to know whether 
the Postmaster-General is expressing the — 
sentiments of the Government. There 
has been no statement in the House in 
regard to the matter. People would be 
up in arms if they had any idea that 
there was any likelihood of our troops 
being kept on the frontier of Germany 
for four or five years, until the articles — 
We do not know . 
when peace will be declared. It may be 


five or six months hence, or it may be in 


as many years hence. But there is no 
necessity té keep our boys in Europe all 
that time. If hostilities should break out 
again, endangering the Empire, nobody 
would return to the Front sooner than 
the Australian boys. 
Mr. Fowier.—There are millions af 
Americans ready to fight close at hand. — 
Mr. CHARLTON.—That is true. The 
statement that our boys may be kept at_ 
the Front until peace is sgn has i 
alarmed me. : 
Mr. Ricuarp Foster.—We are siting 
the transports with our men. : 
Mr. CHARLTON.—We are papi: 
back 25,000 men who have been disabled 
or invalided. We are not bringing’ back | 
the men who are fit to fight. ae 
Mr. Wesster.—Does the honorable 
member agree that the wounded should be 
left in Great Britain? : 


Mr. CHARLTON.—No, F would bring 
them home. It ill becomes the honorable 
member to insinuate that I have said a 
werd to the contrary. Certainly, the 
wounded: should be brought home; but I 
say, further, that the whole of our men 
should be brought home. The Minister 
had no right to twist my words. My 
sympathy for the men who have done so 
much for Australia is as strong as his: 
I would do my best to help those who 
have made the sacrifice of being wounded; 
but the point for which I am contending 
is that there is no need to keep our 
100,000 men in the fighting line ‘any 
longer. I am sure that the Imperial 
authorities will agree that they should be 
_ brought back to Australia as quickly as 
apiraths We are told that there will be 
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fifty-eight vessels in Sydney Harbor by 
April next. General Monash says 
that 25,000 men will be here by 


‘February next. It would appear that 
there is no dearth of shipping, but that 
no eifort is being made to expedite the 
demobilization of our troops. The time 
has arrived when this question should 
seriously considered. Those who have 
dear ones at the Front are anxious to 
know when they will be home again. 
Every mother believes that her boy will 
be back, at the latest, by Christmas 1919; 
but if we are to keep our men overseas 
until the Peace treaty is signed, they may 
‘not be home for another two or three 
years. Many of our boys, when they left 
for the Front; were only eighteen or nine- 
teen years of age, and while some were 
apprenticed to ee others were articled 
-to professions. ‘These lads have broken 
their engagements, and when they return 
after an absence of four or five years, it 
will be very difficult for them to resume 
their former occupations. In justice to 
them, as well as to our Forces generally, 
we should see that they are brought back 
as early as possible, so that they may re- 
sume the careers that had been mapped 
out for them at the time of their enlist- 
ment. The longer they remain away, the 
more difficult it will be for them to return 
to their former callings. When they pro- 
-eeed to complete their indentures of ap- 
prenticeship, they will be entitled to re- 
ceive only 10s., 15s., or at the most £1 
per week; so that it will be recognised 
that it is a very serious matter to keep 


them overseas a moment longer than is~ 


absolutely necessary. Now that the 
enemy has practically surrendered, and 
the Empire has millions of men within 
easy call, surely our men can be spared 
to return home. 


I come now to the question of penal- 
i ties, to which I have referred on a pre- 
vious occasion. A regulation has been 
issued which provides that regulation 13, 
is amended to read as follows:— 
In the event of the death of a member on 
active service, any monetary penalty or for- 
_ feiture which has been incurred abroad may be 
remitted. 
This amended regulation is to take effect 
as from lst July last. eWay should it not 
Mr. Charlton. 


‘orable member has 


might ios been inflicted. 


very ‘bad man while abroad, since the a 


be made sufficiently retrospective to cover 
all cases of the kind? Every hon-) 
had under notice  — 
cases in which deductions in respect of = 
penaliies imposed abroad have been made 
from the deferred pay due to the relatives 
of men killed at the Front. A woman 
loses her husband at the Front, and she 
has a family to support. The husband, 
while on leave in England, perhaps over- 
stayed his leave, and was heavily fined, 
and that fine was deducted from his de- 
ferred pay: He might, perhaps, have 
overdrawn his account. “Most married 
men allow themselves only 1s. per day, 
and while on furlough they find that it 
1g Insufficient. If Sieh a man is killed 
while on active service, it appears to me 
to be wrong for the Department to refuse 
to pay his widow and family the full 
amount, of the deferred pay that was com- 
ing to him, irrespective of any fine that 


Mr. Fenton —Why should such a de- yd 
duction be made from the deferred pay 
of any man? pat 


My. CHARLTON.—Quite sO batt fd a 
system is particularly severe in respect Ors 
widows of men who have been killed while. 
on active service. I havea letter froma 
woman in my electorate who says, in 
effect, “My husband must have been a 


military refuse to pay me what I a Boe 
to receive in respect of his deferred pay.” 
Every one in my district knows, as a mat- ei * 
ter of fact, that he was one of the best of % 
husbands. Unfortunately, he was killed — 
while on active service, and his poor 
widow, instead of receiving the money she 
expected to get—instead of receiving 1s. ; 
per day in respect of the whole period : 


of his service—has been given only one 
half of that amount. 


Mr. Farxtner.—I have had brought ~ 
under my notice the case of a boy on 
whom fines amounting to £144 have been ~ 
imposed. . 

- Mr. Fowier.—We all have had cas 
of the kind brought under our notice. 


Mr. ‘CHARLTON .—That is so. Tf 
Government think it just to remit these 
panedtics as from Ist. aaa Jast, the 
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should be prepared to remit all penalties their return. so that they may be able to | 
as from the beginning of the war. I puta support their families while they are seek- — 
question to the Assistant Minister for ing employment here. I do not know © 
Defence in this House 6n Ist November how many munition workers went to Eng- 
last, urging the Minister for Defence te land, but there may be 10,000 of them. ~ 
take into consideration the advisableness Under the present system we bring then: — 
_of making the regulation retrospective as back and cast them adrift to find work | 
from the beginning of the war. The reply as best they can. That is not fair treat- 
I received was as follows:— ment. I brought under the notice of the — 
- This was considered by the Government, Minister the case of a man in my dis- 
but it was decided not to do as suggested. It trict who volunteered as a munition © 
has not been the policy of the Department to worker. He was a small settler, and on — 


make approvals of this nature retrospective, : cert : aN a ae 
€.g., increases in the payment of separation his little holding had a_ three-roomed 


allowance were recently approved to date from house, in which his wife and two children — 
5th April, 1918. \ oe _ resided. While he was in England his 
A great deal of work would be involved in’ wife and family left their home one day, 


a, investigating past cases if the approval were ; . ‘ he 
made retrospective, and it is doubtful whether and cn their return found that the house 


adjustment could be made in respect of casual- had been burned to the ground. They 
ties which occurred during the earlier period lost everything they had, and_ assist-— 
of the war. No Ora is ae wee ance Gould not he eiven them free eee : 

a! ¢ xpenditure w Farts : 

vould Soe cdescd in baelPdgtite the approval the patriotic funds m New South Wales. 
to be calculated, but it is estimated that be- The reply received in each case was that 
tween £60,000 and £80,000 would be involved. such funds could not be used to’ assist — 
_ Approximately, 40.000 Soe ee Taare as the wife ofa munition worker” Theses 
will cecueee essa Fi abous 10,000. cases. oe es dey ae extended their — 
ven if i st 00 or £80,000 ullest sympathy to the woman, but that — 
Even if it would cost £60,000 o 000; “did not help her te get a Toor aves aaa 
this regulation should date back to the: pao. shercame’ to wera tee rib geue 
beginning of the war. These men took al ago, and, after I had failed to secure any — 
the risks of fighting for our liberties, a monetary assistance tor er sie) aan 
they paid. the supreme penalty. The |... in the hands of the secretary of the — 
least we can do is to see that their widows Noucastle Paiwistie Pend He gon 


_ and families get the money which the Par- to, with the State committee, and 
Eament intended they “should erat finally, after a sheaf of correspondence — 
There is no justification for this “iii © had passed between the different parties, — 
on the part of the Government. \ - the Minister for Defence, in July last, 

I come now to the position of munition without admittine any liability, agreed 
workers. Will any one say that a man to give her £50 to assist in the rebuilding — 
who offered his services as a munition of her'‘home before her husband returned. | 
worker should not receive some considera- Although that promise was made in July | 
tion? T asked the Assistant Minister for last, the woman told me a few weeks ago 
Defence the other day whether such men that the £50 had not yet been granted to — 

were to be provided with employment her. I put the matter before the Honor- 
when they returned. Their contract ex- . ary Minister (Mr. Wise), and to-day I 

_ tends from the day on which they leave received from the woman th following — 

until the date of their return. Immedi- letter, which had been addressed to her — 


ately they land here they are paid off. by the Secretary of the Defence Depart- 
Mr. Wesster.—They have not been re- ™ent:— pai 
ceiving only 6s. per day. Dear Madam,—With reference to your com- 


munication of the 26th ultimo, relative to the 
Mr. CHARLTON.—I_ know that. “non-payment of the grant of £50 approved by 


Many of them have families to support, the Minister in your case, I have to inform you 
and, a‘'though while in England they re- he Sat ig eae of the am in oe 
& : ‘ ion can be made, it is necessary to receive the 
eh petred ane rating PALO Ot Mfg the cask authority of the Honorable the Teeaburer When _ 
of _ living was such that they were unable . approached in regard to your case, the Trea- — 
_ __to save anything. We should give them  surer intimated that the amount could not be 
at least a fortnight or a month’s pay on paid. The Minister has directed, however, that — 


~ quite so. 
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the Mieakaree be again approwehed in the mat- © 


ter, and that the special features of your case 
be brought under his notice, with a view to 
authority being obtained. ‘A communication 
has, therefore, been addressed to the Secretary 
to the Treasury in this connexion, and on re- 
coipt. of a reply you ‘will be further advised. 


We are all anxious to economize, but we 
do not want to retrench in that way. 
Surely this poor woman should not be 
deprived of the opportunity to rebuild 
ther little home before her husband re- 
turns. She has been battling awdy in 
= gee y settled country beyond Dora 
- Creek, and living with friends. 

about up to the Government to give con- 
sideration to such cases. If our men are 
to be treated in this way I fear that, 
should it ever be necessary for us again 
- to call upon our boys—and I hope it 
never will be—we shall not have such a 
response as we have had in the past. 


Let me deal now with the Department 
6 the Postmaster-General. I believe 
that the honorable gentleman has saved 
a good deal of money, but at the same 
time, if seems to me that some of the 
economies practiced by him are not in the 
best Interests of country residents. Almost 
every day I receive from important towns 


in my electorate complaints that a letter” 


delivery has been cut off. For some rea- 
gon districts have been suddenly deprived 
of a letter delivery which they have en- 
joyed for years. 


Mr. Wxsster.—I do not think that is 
In most cases it is merely a 
rearrangement of the centre from which 
the letters are delivered. 


Mr. CHARLTON.—I only know that 
people who formerly had a letter delivery 
have now to go to the post-office for 
‘their letters. 

Mr, Wersster.—I have received no 


“such complaint from the honorable mem- 


& Mr. CHARLTON.—I mentioned two 
or three complaints of the kind to the 
“honorable gentleman. Two of these re- 


lated to. the towns of Charlestown and 


Stroud. 
- Mr. Wesster.—In Australia letters 
are delivered to smaller centres of popu- 
ation than in any other part of the 
world, — 

_ Mr. CHARLTON.—We have had these 
mt postal facilities for years, and the poopie 


“ihe 
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It is just. 


when Bop tived oF thiser ‘patie res nt a 
the action of the Department, = = == 

Mr. J. H. Carrs.—Such facilities 
should be extended rather than curtailed. — 

Mr. CHARLTON. — Undoubtedly. — 
Those who go into the back country and 
turn our waste spaces into productive 
areas should receive every possible en- 
couragement inthe way of postal con- 
veniences. If the Minister wishes to make 
his Department a paying concern he 
should see that the charges for city ser- 
vices are sufficiently hich to make them 
payable. Once the Department cuts off 
telephonic, telegraphic. and postal ser- 
vices, great injury is done. 

Mr. WessterR.—No Eee service 
has been cut. off. 

Mr. CHARLTON.—A_ few telephonic 
services have been refused in my elec- 
torate. 

Mr. Wesster.—A few applications 
for new services might have been refused, 
but no services have been cut off. = 

Mr. CHARLTON.—The Minister — = 
would do well to give as much attention 
as possible to the requirements of country ae 
districts. In that way only we can hope 
to develop Australia. If the Government 
do not do that they will be assisting in 
a policy of centralization. To-day every _ 
capital city contains about half the popu- — 
lation of its State. Our duty is to deve-— a 
lop the country, and to provide oppor ee 
ties for our people. 


In regard to the shipping quesieee Pes : 
has been argued that it was necessary to 
eut down the service on the coast as far as 
as possible, and for that reason. a large 
number of boats have been taken off the 
coast and sent abroad. The Treasurer, in 
his Budget speech, made allusion to Inter- ss 
State and coastal shipping in these — 
sarms— we 2 

The coastal San tiae has also been ieee 2 
depleted by the transfer of Inter-State vessels 
‘to service overseas. No less than fifty-three 
of such vessels, with an aggregate tonnage ote 
195,617, have been taken off the coast. | 
addition, sixteen ships, of an aggregate — 
nage of 77,017—which in normal times se 
Australian coastal -requirements—have | 
removed to other work, leaving their f 
services to be performed by the re 
fleet. The position in the coastal a 
State trade, as a consequence, becam 
that it was deemed advisable to 
Central Committee to pee eae 


: ‘piae 


us ~ most economic use of the space svatele the 
whole of the shipping business thus being 
As eee under the administration ‘of the Con- 


_ troller of Shipping. 
difficulties, the result of this arrangement has _ 


Despite the surrounding 


proved in the highest degree beneficial. 
I believe the time has arrived when the 


Shipping Board should devote its atten- 
‘tion to the policy of getting those ships 


back to the Australian coast at as early 
a date as possible. We read in the press 
cables that a large number of vessels 
which have not traded to Australia for a 
number of years will be voyaging in this 
direction shortly. If that is so we should 
be able to get back our own ships to re- 
sume the Australian coastal service. If 
we-can restore Inter-State trade to normal 
conditions we shall find employment for 
thousands of our people. For the last 
couple of years many parts of Australia 
have not been able to get the supphes 
of coal they needed, because there have 
not been sufficient boats to carry it. In 
consequence, many industries have not 
been working aé# their full capacity. If 
the Inter-State shipping service were in 
full swing again, and supplies of xcoal 
were available in all parts of the Com- 


~ monwealth, those industries would resume 


soldiers when they return. 
it will be a big problem to replace in in- 


- more hands. 


their former activity, and would employ 
More men would be em- 
ployed on the vessels, on the wharfs, and 


-in the mines, and in that way we should 


be able to absorb a large number of our 
I know that 


- dustrial life all the men who will return 


'§ 


during the next year or so, but by restor- 
ing the shipping trade to normal condi- 
tions we shall be taking a considerable 
step in that direction. If only we can 


have the vessels to carry the coal from 
_ the mines a couple of thousand men could 


be employed on the northern coal mines 


ae immediately. That employment cannot 
be provided unless the vessels are avail- 


able for taking the coal away, because 
even to-day the Government are simply 


tipping coal out of the mines in order to 


give work to the men who have remained 
in the district. If our ships were again 


back on the coast they would consume 


more coal, and would carry supplies to 
~ other parts of the Commonwealth; thus 


they would facilitate the employment of 


ae 
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a ee number of men in the ooal in- we 


dustry. 


Mr. Wesster.—We are urging ae Tre c; 
storation of our shipping with all the. = 


force at our disposal. 


Mr. Poynron.—The Prime Minietes ae 
(Mr. Hughes) has been engaged on that 
since the armistice was — 


matter ever 
signed. 
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“Mr, CHARLTON,=I am -ecgspleased “1 


to hear that. The Prime Ministér is do- 
ing good work if heis interesting himself 
in that matter. I say. with confidence 
that the restoration of the Australian 
coastal shipping to its pre-war. condition 
will afford employment to thousands of 
men. I am very satisfied to know that 


the Government are active in that TEER 


tion. 


Turning now to the question of repa- He 
triation, I believe that the Minister in _ 


charge is endeavouring to do his best. It 


is a very difficult subject to handle. 
Whoever controls repatriation, 


either | | 


now or in the future, will have a hard — 


row to hoe. 


But there is a good deal of — 


dissatisfaction, especially in country dis- 
tricts, in regard to the treatment of the — 


Aishiiet committees. 


The idea of the Minis- 


ter was to divide each State into areasand 
to appoint Local Committees who could _ 
deal directly with the soldiers returned 


to those areas, 
speedy relief. 
becoming dissatisfied. A big public 
meeting was held in my district last 


and in that way give 


week, and the burden of the complaint | 


But those committees arp = 


was that the Local Committee could get < 


no satisfaction at all from the State 
is composed of men who are giving their 
services without fee or reward to assist 
the scheme of repatriation. 
application has been made to the State 
Board in Sydney for sufficient money to 
pay for the clerical work. The com- 
mittee could -get no satisfaction, or even 
a response, from the Sydney office. 
These gentlemen were left, not only to 
give their services, but to 
work of the committee. They were not 
recelving any money with which to pay 
the secretarial expenses, 


The Government cannot hope for suceess 
j . 


and only after — 
a great deal of trouble did the commit- 
tee get from Sydney an amount of £50. 


Board in Sydney. The Local Committee 


Frequent — : 


finance the — | 
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in one scheme if men who have volun- 
aay to assist repatriation gratuitously 
find they are to be hampered in their 
efforts, that they can do nothing, and 
a eine there is in authority over them a 
~ Board in Sydney which refuses to take 
any notice of their representations. That 
is the comp!aint I am receiving from 
“my. district. The present State of 
e .offeirg Arist be altered, because very 
much depends on the operations of the 
Local Committee. If a soldier writes to 
me for assistance, I at once advise him 
that a repatriation committee has been 
appointed in his district, and that if he 
_ reoresents his case to the secretary 1b 
will be dealt with by the committee. 
But the soldiers wil not be content to 
go before the Locek Committees if they 
find that those bodies are unable to do 
_ anything, because they are hampered by 
a hicher authority in Sydney. I hope 
that. “this complaint will be conveyed to 
‘the Minister for Repatriation. If the 
~ repatriation scheme 1s to have that con- 
| fidence of the people and the soldiers 
: which is essential to its sveress, it must 
be operated on a basis satixfertory to all 
concerned, and we cannot submit to hav- 
ing in Sydney a State Board that refuses 
_ to deal in a reasonable way with applica- 
tions that come before it from the Local 
Committees. 


we I hope that these Estimates will be 
eut down to the greatest possible extent. 
I believe that the Government admit the 
necessity for keeping down expenditure, 
and no doubt they have reduced the pro- 
ae of the Departments to a large ex- 
tent. Jn regard to the claim of the Trea- 
surer that he has already cut down the 
_Est'mates by £2,000 000. there never was 
a State or Commonwealth Government 
Bi that did: not cut down the Estimates, 
_ eyen in normal times. Whenever Esti- 
_ mates are prepared by the Departments 
it is the Treasurer’s duty to go through 
“them with the pruning knife. I recol. 
lect that in the New South Wales Par- 
liament. Ministers used to 
_ sometimes that the Treasurer had cut 
_ down their Estimates by from £1,000 000 
— to £1.500,000. That hapvened when 
cota were good, and therefore there is 
not very much in the Treasurer’s boast 
that he has cut down the  anagirs of 

2 . Mr. Charlton. 
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make the draft Estimates as liberal as 


‘emplovment must be given 


complain — 
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Commonwealth expenditure ab this- tim 
when economy is so essential, No doubt i 
in every Department the tendency is 5D.) ‘= 


possible, in the hope that the Treasurer e 
will net knock off too much of the pro- 
posed. expenditure. I hope that the Esti- 
mates will receive further careful review, 
and that they will be reduced wherever 
practicable. As far as war expenditure 
is concerned, there will be a big reduc- 
tion. Every: month the amount of money 
required for war purposes should be a 
diminishing quantity; but that expendi- 
ture 1s specially provided for out of loans, 
and is not ineluded in the ordinary de- 
partmental estimates. I trust that there 
will be no unnecessary expenditure apart 
from the war. At the same time, we must ~ 
not discontinue works that are necessary, 
and which will provide employment for — 
the people. If we cut out works that are 
necessary, when men are returning from 

the Front, and we must find employment _ 

for them, we shall be throwing out of os 


a 


employment, the men already in the Com- oe 
Beane and an unemployment trouble - 
will be created throughout the country. 
Possibly before next winter we may ex- 
perience that trouble. I hope "ee 
not. a 


Mr. Wessrrr.—Next year Bic 
will be urging the Government to spend 
all the money they can get, in order to ey 
provide work. 


Mr. CHARLTON. Hvidenties the Pa i 
Postmaster-Gencral thinks that the ] pos ay, 
sibility I have mentioned will be realized a 
I quite agree that honorable members — Re 
may be urging upon the Government that — 
expenditure in many directions should be . 
proceeded with, in order to provide em- 
ployment. It is an axiom of government 
that, in order to have a contented people, — 
o them. 
Therefore, we should not abandon works 
that are needed ; but unnecessary expel 


review, “sald be cut nae thus 
considerable sums of money. | 


Mr, RICHARD FOSTER (Wakefield) 
[10.11].—I wish to condense my 7s ay 
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that many honorable members desire to 
participate in this debate. Therefore, 
-my remarks will be more in the nature of 
suggestions than an elaboration of details. 
I listened with great pleasure and interest 
to the statements of the Acting Prime 
Minister this afternoon. The-honorable 
gentleman certainly deserves all the sym- 
pathy and assistance that can possibly 
be given by this Committee. His work is 
exceedingly difficult. For months past 
he has had enongh work to keep fully oc- 
cupied two or.three men of considerable 
capacity. Alot of the troubles he has 
had to grapple with are inherited; and he 
is struggling under a number of legacies, 
—~ gome of which are not tco pleasant. The 


Acting Prime Minister said that the Go- 


-_-vernment: have given every consideration 
to the matter of effecting economies, that 
he has done everything that he considered 
possible to reduce the Estimates, and that 
he would be prepared to continue his 
scrutiny of them with the same desire. 
He definitely promised the Committee 
that from a certain point. onwards every 

~ line of the. Estimates. will 
 serutinized very carefully. J. find that 
- .on the page to which the honorable 
- gentleman referred the war loan ex- 
_. penditure commences, .and_ therefore 
the honorable gentleman’s promise 

of further scrutiny is no more 


eatise, so far as prospective liabilities are 

bs concerned, the conditions to-day are very 
different from what they were when the 
Treasurer delivered his Budget speech. 
It will be disappointing indeed to the 
Committee and the taxpayers if the 
altered conditions d@ not enable the Trea- 
-_ surer and the Government to make very 
extensive savings in war loan expenditure. 

- The Treasurer said that he had dene all 
that was possible to reduce the Estimates, 
and that in that effort he had beef given 
the assistance of the best official minds 
of the country. He did not say who 
they were, but I took it that he re- 
ferred to the officers of the Treasury, 
and, if so, I have nothing to say 


Rs Se. aa the statement, because I believe. 


those gentlemen to be very able, and to 


“a Decenpen, 1918.) 


eg. Jae : | 
~. as much as possible, Bac ase si recognise 


associated, and-he is, in my opinion, one | 


shown 


.be again’ 


' Blacket’s report on the Federal Capital _ 


than . ter (Mr. Watt) said that he, as Minister, 


the Committee has a right to expect, be-— 


Boe aoetly desire to do all that they can | 


(1918-19). 


to keep the expenditure of the cake 
within reasonable bounds. The hon- 
crable gentleman said that he had — 
managed to — reduce ge Estimates — 
by  £2,000,000 — not | big saving 4 
on an expenditure of £37,000, 000" | 
He told us, moreover, that he had ap- 
pointed three of the ablest men in the 
country to go through the Departments; 
very welcome information, because Ba } 
hament of late years has not exercised _ 
any proper control of the public expen- 
diture. I am glad that of these three 
2en one is the accountant to the Post 
Ofi@, Mr. Haldane. His knowledge ‘of | 
departmental methods-will be of assistance 
to the two gentlemen with whom he is 


of the prizes of our Public Service. I do 
not know him personally, hut I know | 
him through his reports. In every con- — 
tribution that he has made to the annual | 
report of the Postmaster-General, he has | 
himself a man of considerable | 
capacity, and, as the result of his work, 
the Minister has been able to bring the 
accounts of the Department out of a con-— 
dition of chaos, and for the first time ha 
been able to present a balance on the righ 
side of the ledger. When asked by the 
honorable member for Eden-Monaro (Mr. | 
Austin Chapman) the outcome of Mr. si 


iio oc ase 


administration, the Acting Prime Minis- “ 


took the fullest responsibility for what had — 
been done, and that subsequently the Go- : 
vernmggt had accepted the responsibility i 
for it. I do not complain of this as- 
sumption of responsibility, but I say that — 
the honorable gentleman should have re- — 
norted to this House the action taken as — 
the regulé of the investigation of the Com- — 
missioner. In every instance in which | 
inquiries have been made by Royal Com- — 
missions and Committees we should have © 
had a statement by the Minister con- 
cerned. These reports have been very — 
disquieting. Parliament has not been — 
told the outcome of them, so far as the — 
officers whose carelessness or incapacity 
has resulted in heavy loss to the tax- 
payers were affected. The Treasurer has — 
said that the re-ordering of the Estimates — | 
suggested by the honorable member for 

Eden-Monaro would not save, at the ae 
side, £10,000. 


I shall not vote for the — . 
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Seceal” of the andesite member to re- 
duce the first item of the Estimates, be- 
eause I do not intend to vote against the 
Government, bit I shall urge Ministers 
to do their duty by reducing the public 
expenditure as much as possible. I do 
not think that the honorable member for 
Eden-Monaro realized the effect of his 
proposal, though, as a member of Parlia- 
ment of long experience and an ex- 
Minister, he should have known that 
such an attack on the Budget could not 
be regarded by the Government as other 
than a direct motion of want of confi- 
dence. Atthe same time, I retain to myself 
_ the right to vote for a reduction wherever 
I am satisfied that it should be made, 
because I sincerely and earnestly desire 
economy. In spite of the statement of the 
Treasurer that the criticism of honorable 
members on this side of the chamber had 
not led the Government to review the ex- 
penditure in different Departments, I 
think that it should have done so. The 
House of Representatives does not, and 
has not for many years, controled the 
public purse. It has the right to do so, 
but has not exercised that right. 


Mr. J. H. Catrs.—There should be a 
quorum to hear this eloquent speech. 
[Quorum formed. | 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—tThe pre- 
sent Government have gone nearer to 
seeking economy than any Government we 
have had for many years past, though 
what they have done does not satisfy me. 
At the same time, I am not ready to 
substitute for this Government one 
~ chosen from the Opposition. In the past 
we have become accustomed to the ex- 
pending of public money without 
_ authority, and the exceeding of the Hsti- 
mates with impunity, and without con- 
sultation with this House. The de- 
* plorable results of this kind of adminis- 
tration have been exposed by Royal Com- 
missions and Committees, whose reports 
are a standing condemnation of Govern- 
ments and Parliament. Almost entirely 
these exposures affect previous Govern- 
ments. 

Mr. J. H. Carts.—You took care not 
to have inquiries affecting later adminis- 
tration. 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—I would 
have had more inquiries could I have 


expenditure is conducted. After many 


thie been provided = run the hee 


got them. in the — even Se ae ry = 
precautions for eliminating blunders 
minimizing extravagance, and obtaining Ase 
efficiency have not been taken. After an 
agitation of years, the Public Works Com- 
mittee and the Public Accounts Com- — 
mittee have been established, and we have 
now more means of knowing how public | 


years of agitation, a Supply and Tender 
Board, on proper lines, has, within the 

last few days, been established. But we 
have not as effective a public audit as we 
should have. That was shown by the re- 
port of Mr. Blacket, on the Federal 
Capital administration. The Acting 
Prime Minister who,- when Minister for 
Works and Railways, was responsible for 

the Federal Capital administration, pro- 
mised to see that the Audit Commissioner’s 
statutory directions should be amended, — 
and made more complete. If those safe- 


~guards had been instituted years ago a 


lot of the trouble, and worse than trouble —_— 
—disgrace—that have come upon ee 
Legislature would not have been possilile. Se =x 
I desire to give this Government credit — re 
for, in some of ‘these respects, improving 
things very considerably- As to the 
cutting down of the Estimates, I am not — 
satisfied by a long way, and the statement — 
of the Treasurer (Mr. Watt) this after: 
noon has not altered my opinion one — = 
iota. To simply lop £2,000,000 off the ae 
civil side of Estimates amounting to 
£37,000,000 is a flea-bite. Everybody — 

who knows anything of how Estimates — i 
are prepared by departmental officers 
knows that they-are never expected to be 
accepted by any Government. In the 
Federal Administration there has for 
years been a great tendency to build up 
large Departments, and, as far as pos-- 
sible, trench on the preserves of the 
States, and by some Ministers with a 
view, at the earliest opportunity, to make 
it too hot for the States to exist. There 
has been no attempt at co-operation with 
the States in regard to the government of - 
the country. There has been the adop- 
tion of day labour everywhere, and De 
partments have grown up like mus 
rooms. Men, plant, and equipme 


a : en exceeded to an sored fer. 
| tent; and I need only refer to a few of 
they “principal putlic undertakings. When 


the State Government of Victoria - was 
- asked to undertake its. construction — by 
_ contract, the work to be done by the 
Stata AV onks Department. That De- 
partment put in a tender, but it was 
- turned down, and then the Fisher Go- 
vernment decided to construct the, build- 
ing with day labour. And what was the 
result? The building was constructed at 
a cost which exceeded the State Govern- 
~ ment tender. by more than 60 per cent. 
The Federal Capital provides another 
instance, and honorable members know 


the avitial losses which occurred 
there, Then we have the Naval 
Bases and other Defence works, the 


East-West railway, the Northern Ter- 
_ ritory, and the Cockatoo Island Dockyard, 
all of which experiments have been carried 

out with day labour uncontrolled, and 
have meant the expenditure of millions. 
This Parliament has never taken the 
__-proper steps to put an end to that kind 
of thing, although day labour has proved 
a ghastly failure. There is no effective 


_ check against this disastrous’ system 
but the test of public tender; and 
a good many of us on this side 


of the House have done our best to 

insist on that test being applied, kut have 

always found the numbers against us. 
I understand that this Government are 
introducing to a considerable extent the 
principle of public tender as a_ test <of 
what public works ought to cost, and it 
is time the taxpayer ‘‘came in”’ some- 


many years past. But while the Go- 
vernment are doing a considerable 
amount of work after its submission to 
- public tender, ae are not doing half 
is Seu. 
Let me draw attention to one particu- 
aoe item that came under the administra- 
tion of the present Treasurer (Mr. Watt) 
‘when he was Minister for Works and 
Railways. I refer to the building up of 
a great Railway Department to run the 


calamity to this country. I tried, with- 
out success, to have an investigation ; 
Hs pit if one had been made I think this 


C MBER, ie 


_ the Treasury building was contemplated, 


where, for he has not been SaaS for. 


East-West railway, a work which is. a 
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great a = disaster as the Poiccat (anial, Ee 
or any of the other experiments of the — 
Federal Government in the way of day — 
labour. The cost of the railway was — 
nearly double the estimate that was sanc- — 
tioned by a previous Parliament, the ex- — 
cess expenditure being allowed to go on 
by different Parliaments until an autho- — 
rised expenditure of about £4,000,000 
ran into £7,000,000. It is not finished — 
yet. Then when the work was nearing — 
completion and arrangement had to be — 
made for running the railway, I asked, — 
and entreated, the then Minister for 
Works and Railways to let the question of — 
running the line be referred to the Public — 
Accounts Committee, that Committee to 
interview the Western Australian Go- ee 
vernment and the South ‘Australian Go- 
vernment, with a view to their jointly — 
running the railway for the Federal — 
Government in the same fashion jas the — 
Melbourne-Adelaide express ig run. The 
reply by the Minister of Works and Rail- _ 
ways at the time was to the effect that it _ 
was the Government policy: a 
Mr. Jowzrr.—To squander money? 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—Yes. 
Mr. Austin Cuapman.—Who was the 
Minister? 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. _The pre- 
sent Treasurer (Mr. Watt), who said it © 
was the policy of the Government to have — 
its own Railway Department to run the — 
railway. The people of South Australia — 
and of Western Australia know a great — 
deal better than those in States far re- 
moved from the railway what has been 
the result. If the Treasurer wishes to — 
look into the public expenditure to find ~ 
opportunities to save money, and with the — 
object of avoiding the disasters of the 
past, let him send the Public Accounts — 
Committee to investigate the rolling- — 
stock, plant, and all belonging to this 
marvellous Federal Railway Department — 
between Port Augusta and Western eon. 
tralia. 

Mr. Austin CuapmMan.—lIt would be a 
pretty ugly story! oe 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—It would — 
be a mighty ugly story, and the men re- ~ 
sponsible for this enormous loss, who were — 
appointed to manage the railway, manage 
it from Melbourne. Oan there be any — 
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justification, in any shape or form, for 
these men being 500 miles away from 
their work? 

~ Mr. Jowrtrr.—What does the Railway 
Department cost per year? 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—I[ should 
like to know; and that is a job to which 
the Public Accounts Committee could de- 
vote their time very profitably indeed. 
South Australia and Western Australia 
have all their railway administrative staffs 
in operation, and there need have been 
no further overhead expenses incurred by 
their management of the east-west rail- 
way. Under the circumstances, could not 
these two States have managed the rail- 
- way more satisfactorily, and at very 
much less expense, than could men living 
in Melbourne? 

Mr. Gtrynn.—There would be .the 
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- members do not take these matters seri- 


Northern Territory railway to manage. - 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. — That 
could be easily managed without very 


great administrative expenditure, just as 


_in the days when South Australia owned 
it. I would very much like the Public 
Accounts Committee to inquire into the 


Northern Territory expenditure, especi- 


i ally on railways, and see what the cost 
is as compared with that under the Rail- 
way Commissioner of South Australia. 


: Mr. Grynn.—The revenue is higher 
- now. 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—And so it 
- should be; but, so far, I do not think that 
the revenue, in its relation to the necessi- 
ties and the expenditure, will bear the 
light of day. J should very much like 
to deal further with the Northern Terri- 
tory, but I have not time now. 


1 should like to give honorable aes 


two or three lines of figures to show how 
public expenditure has increased in the 
Commonwealth during the past eight 
years. In 1910, the Federal expenditure 
was £7,499,516, ‘while three years later, 
ea 1913- 14, it was £15,458,770. In 1910 
the revenue was £15,540,669, whereag in 
~ 1918-14 it was £21,741,745. It will be 
seen that in five years the expenditure 
increased by 100 per cent., and the 
‘revenue by 40 per cent. Most of that 
period was of unparalleled prosperity, 
‘extravagance and waste. It was a day 
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oi drift, day inher, and “ pen . Dis- 7 
cipline “had disappeared : all control of! 
public expenditure was gone. It is ee ie 
time we got back to the public. test in 
regard to our expenditure. If hon rable ES 


ously the day is not far distant when ‘them ie 
will be compelled to do so. On the 30th — 
June, 1917, the public debt of Australia 
was £621, 612, 933. I suppose that it will 
amount. to £700, 000,000 by the end of 
June of this year—a ‘bigger debt than the 
national debt of Great Britain prior to 
the war. For the next ten years loans 
will have to be renewed by us at the rate 
of £22,000,000 per year, and we are now — 
borrowing | at the rate of £80,000,000 a 
year for war purposes. — 

Mr. Pisorr.—That will stop soon. 

Mr. RICHARD. FOSTER.—No; the 
Treasurer has informed the Committee 
that we cannot expect it to stop for some 
time yet. These figures are startling. 
Every loan raised in Australia means — 
that a certain amount of money 
has been withdrawn from the work- 
ing capital of the country, money — 
that would otherwise be available 
for the development of the primary and 
secondary industries of the Com 
wealth. ‘To meet our enormous liabilities 


tia or impose Paice We should hae : 
economy. first; we should tax last. There 
is not that concern about economy that — 
there ought to be, and there is not much 
possibility of having increased produc 
tion when we continue a policy of extré 
vagance, and are forced to bleed the coun 
iry of money that ought to be employed hae 
in private enterprises, by compelling its _ 
investment in Commonwealth loans. ie 
hope that the Government will justify the — 
expectations raised by the statement oft 

the Treasurer to-day, particularly in re- ~ 
gard to submitting everything in th 
shape of public expenditure to the tend 
test. ie 
Kconomy may be effected by a 

necessary amendment, long overdue 
our Conciliation and Arbitration — 
Under the existing law arbitratio 
proved to be a disastrous failure 
tralia. During this war, when we 
have had industrial peace, we ve had 


ate. 


a 7 


7 


1 er 
u- 
ne, . 
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ng 


industrial turmoil and strife than we 
hve had in the previous history of the 
Commonwealth. Mr. Knibbs says in his 


~ last Year-book that there were 444 strikes 
in the Commonwealth in the previous 


year, affecting directly or indirectly 
173,970 people, who lost 4,599,658 work- 
days, representing in wages 
£2,594,808. That was at a time when our 


brave Australian soldiers were fighting, 


for our very liberties on the field of battle. 
- There seems to be no sign of any improve- 
ment. We ought to make a start by 
amending our industrial legislation to re- 


move the control of our industries from 


the hands of one man. ~ It is useless 
imagining that we can continue to bear 
our increasing burdens until we have our 
industrial matters put right. 

Mr. Constpine.— What would the hon- 
orable member consider to be “ putting 
them right?” 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—In the 
first place, the men who are a danger and 


a menace to the community ought to be 


put out of the country, and I shall be 
very much disappointed with the Govern- 
ment if they are not put out of the coun- 


try instead of being released and allowed 
to run at 
- mischtef-making designs by disturbing 


large to carry on their 
our industrial conditions, and de- 
stroying the very best interests of every 
true and honest worker in the Common- 
wealth. I do not=believe in paying men 
poor wages; I would pay them well, but 
{ would make them earn their money. I 
would have no slowing down. I would 
follow that principle in which the honor- 
able member for Maranoa (Mr. Page) be- 
lieves, which he has practised, and to 
which he ascribes his success in life: that 


is to say, I would introduce a little bit of 


piece-work, not only in shipbuilding, but 
also in other directions. If it is a good 
principle to apply to the building of ships 
in time of necessity, it is an equally good 
principle to apply in the interests of the 
country for all time. I am pleased that 


the Government have dropped a good deal 


of the price-fixing business; I am sorry 
that they ever took it up. 


_/* In America, where they generally know 
- how things ought to be done, when the 
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| Tt is a policy | 
that has never been successful anywhere. 
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authorities wished to make sure of wet- jae 
ting as big a supply of meat as possible 


for war purposes, they did not fix a mini- 
mum_price, but they offered to buy all 
the pork that 


duction. When prices are lowered, stocks 


are depleted and production is decreased. : 
Mr. Consiptne.—Apply the same prin-  _ 


ciple to the wage-earner. 


Mr- RICHARD FOSTER.—I suppose — 
that the wage-earner has been given as ~ 


much consideration in this country as he 


has been given in any other country. In- 
this Parliament no other question has oc-— 
cupied a tenth of the time that has been ~ 


devoted to the matter of the betterment 


of the condition of the wage-earner. It 
is the leader, or the misleader, of the 
worker who makes all the mischief, and 
To-day men of intel- 


gets all the plums. 
lect, heart, and character among the 
workers are casting off their misleaders. 


It is a waste of public money to have a ~ 
section in Parliament that is not a re- 
presentative party. but is merely a body 
that receives instructions day by day from 


irresponsible sources outside. } 
I want to follow these Estim 
closely as possible. 


[ hope that the Business Committee which 
is going through the Departments will 


lead to a considerable reduction in the ~ 


Estimates next year. I thought that the 
Public Accounts Committee was to be 


brought into existence to deal with such — 


matters. The consideration of KHsti- 
mates in the House of Commons is a rela- 


tively simple matter, because a Public Ac- _ 


counts Committee has previously given 
them a more thorough investigation 
than _a Committee of the 
House can possibly’ give them. 
Of course, “in - Great Britain the 
Committee of Public Accounts is really a 
Committee of specialists, Our Public Ac- 
counts. Committee and our Public Works 


Committee ought.to be Committees of — 
specialists as far as it is possible to make © 


them such; but I am afraid that members 


are appointed to those Committees more — 
for Party reasons than from any desire 
to select the best men for the work the . 


Committees are expected to perform. 


could be produced in ~ 
America at a highly remunerative figure. 
That is the way in which to increase pro-_ 


ates as 
If there are items in 
them which I have reason to believe can 
be cut down, I am one to cut them down. 


whole | 
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-Consinine, —The doaceutie mem-- 
a. bapht to have been on one of the 


Committees. 


Mr, RICHARD FOSTER.—I_ was 
asked to be a member of the first Public 
Accounts Committee appointed by this 

- Parliament, but as I have a good deal of 
rivate business to attend to, without 
which I could not afford to be a member 
of this House, I regret that I was unable 
to accept the position. I am sorry that 
I have not been able to gain the experi- 
ence that members of these Committees 
have secured. J thank honorable mem- 
bers of the various Committees for the 
light they have thrown on a good deal of 
our public expenditure since they have 
commenced their investigations. Their 
investigations should be invaluable in ex- 
plaining to the Parliament the way in 
which public expenditure in the past has 
- been incurred. I sincerely hope that we 
shall have from them a good deal of in- 
formation, born of their special direct 
knowledge of the works of which they 
speak. 


“Mr. CONSIDINE € Barrer) [11.1].— 

1 have listened with considerable interest 

‘to honorable members opposite in their 
endeavours to point to the necessity for 
economy in the public expenditure of the 
Commonwealth. I also have been in- 
terested in an examination of the systems 
of government in operation in this coun- 
try, and have taken out figures showing 
the extent to which the people are taxed 
in order to maintain the machinery of 
government in respect of both the Com- 
monwealth and the States. From the 
Commonwealth Year-Book for 1916-17, I 
find that in New South Wales, for in- 
stance. £5,000 per annum is paid to the 
_ Governor, ‘£400 per annum to his official 
secretary, £350 per annum to his private 
secretary, £350 per annum to his aide-de- 
camp, £796 for orderlies; £1,653 for 
_ additions and maintenance of residences 


e for the Governor, and £1,547 in respect 


of miscellancous items of expenditure 
associated with the Governor’s service. 
This gives a total of £10,096, which is 
paid by the taxpayers of New “South 
Wales for the privilege of having a State 
Governor. The following table shows the 
payments made by the Commonwealth 


‘and all the & States ; ‘fore the ey ¢ 
having & vice-regal representative: Ne 


GOVERNORS. 

Commonwealth .. £95 O79 9 
New South Wales — 10094 
Victoria — eG 10,410 
Queensland ae A4T 
South Australia .. ; 5 oth 
Western Australia Ee a 965 
Tasmania “5 oaG 3,856 R 

Total .. £69, 362 


Mr. J.-H.-Carrs. =e fight to. abolish 
the whole lot. 

Mr. 
taxpayers of this country will very likely 
conclude. The expenses of the Executive 
Councils of the Commonwealth and — 
States, according to the Commonwealth 
ag ear-Book for 1916- 17, are as follows :— 


EXEcurTivE Covwcie 
Commonwealth 


New South Wales Pas 
Victoria : 
Queensland = cs 
South Australia .. ee 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 
Total ots £1, 459 


Ministerial salaries are as follows:— 


Ministers’ Sararres, 
Commonwealth . 
New South Niels 
Victoria - 
Queensland 
South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania ~ 


Total 


ments of the Commonwealth and States. 
The figures are as follows:— ~ 


Hovusss oF PARLIAMENT. 


Commonwealth (both Houses) £130,919 


New South Wales 
Victoria 
Queensland 

South Anstralia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 


oo 


Total sa see eees 


CONSIDINE. That is what ha 


_ £60,068 
I come now to the cost of the Parlia- — 


oH 


= 


eres 
ee 


= ether ‘ies catitg item is the: ‘cost. of 
electoral offices, which is set out in the 
following. return :— 


ELEcTorAL OFFICES. 


ote ewerilth e113; 190 

New South Wales” Le ‘O11 

a Victoria 18,536 
“ Queensland 10,183 
South Australia 7,622 
Western Australia 8,965 
Tasmania 2,614 

Total . £168,121 


In addition to the cost of electoral offices, 
the cost of elections is as follows:— 


Cost or ELECTIONS. 
. £83,352 


ae Commonwealth 

New South Wales 44,868 
Victoria = Ed 
Queensland 13,075 
South Australia 935 
Western Australia Grats 3D 

Tasmania (included in Elec- 
toral Offices) .. = os — 
Total . £142,936 


- Then we come to Royal Commissions and. 
Select Committees, the cost of which ap- 
pears in the following statement :— 


Roya ComMISsIONS AND. SELECT 


CoMMITTEES. 
A aiuonwealth oe _ £9 384 
New South Wales 6,171 
x Victoria 1 1 03 
Queensland 1995 
South Austraha eae 
Western Australia 7,670. 
aie ‘Tasmania ; 2,074: 
Total £31. O74 


The grand totals of the cost of this varied 
Bey of government are as fol- 


_ lows: — 
= Granp Torats. 
Commonwealth . . £875,948 
New South Wales we, 191,832 
Victoria 3 .«  -90,843 
Queensland (exclusive of 
members’ expenses, free 
passes, &.) 84,190 
South Australia 55,163 
_< Western Australia (exclusive 
of members’ expenses, free 
i passes, &c.) 70,451 
"Tasmania a 2041 


Total 


.. £896,268 


(1918-19). 


I have i prepared the following return 
showing the cost of this machinery — DEP 3 


head of the population. 


‘Cost prr Heap or Puke | 
Commonwealth... ~~) ff 
New South Wales — sae 
Victoria : eg oe 
Queensland ae eo ae 
South Australia .. g 

- Western Australia 4. 

Tasmania 


DARWOA 


9 100 


Federal—is £3 7s. 
population of the Commonwealth. 
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~The total cost of ‘lie whole of this machi- : 
nery of government—both State and ~ 
Yd. per head of a 4 


Mr. Grecory.—I do not think it oe A 


so much in Russia. 
- Mr. 


CONSIDINE.—T shall gis de 


honorable member more than he wants to _ 


know about Russia. For this expendi- 


ture of practically £900,000 we have the _ 


luxury of a Governor-General and six 
State Governors, fourteen Houses of Par- — 


lament, and 686 members of Parlia- 
ment. 


tion of 4,935,311 has to carry. 


Since we are talking of economy, L : 


This ig the burden that a popula- as 


would suggest that 1f we were to scrap _ 
six out of the seven Parliaments in Aus- 
tralia, and to do away with the whole of — 
the Governors, who are not of sufficient — 
importance to warrant the payment of 
so much money for their maintenance, we 


should benefit the taxpayers. 


We should rd 


give the people of Australia a Democratic — 


system of government, 


country an enormous expenditure. 
stead of wasting so much money annually 


on the up-keep of these unnecessary and _ 
we should . 


very expensive institutions, 
thus give the people what is in every 
sense of the term a popular form of 
government, “te 

The honorable member for Dampier 
(Mr. Gregory) interjected that 


cost of government in Russia was much 
less. 


people. 


- “” 


the — 


Owing to the paternal care exer- — 
cised by the Government which the hon- — 
orable member for Dampier supports, we — 
are not able to ascertain what the mode — 
of government in that country costs the — 
When the Russian Republic has — 
been made safe for Democracy in much — 
the same way as the rest of the world has ae 


suited to their — 
necessities, and save the workers of the 
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been made safe for it, no doubt, we shall 
be_able to ascertain what the total cost: 
to the people of Russia 1s. 

Mr. Grecory.—It is not too safe for 


- Democracy now in Russia. 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—I have here an 
authority on the subject who cannot be 
accused of having any bias on the s‘de of 
the Russians. Colonel W. B. Thompson, 
the head of the American Red Cross Mis- 
sion to Russia, and a multi-millionaire, 


speaking in New York, said— 


for Russian freedom—Madame 


Russia, I met some real patriots. 
met men and women who, for the benefit of 


We talk about patriots in this country. 
but we do not know what patriotism is until 


we see in Russia examples of what I should 


eall the patriotism of mankind. While in 

There J 
their fellows, had spent three- -quarters of their 
lives in prisons and chain gangs. There I met 


the heads of the revolutionary groups, who for 


fifty years or more had been risking their all 
Breshkovsky, 
Thaikovsky, and Lazaroff. Think of Bresh- 
kovsky, the Grandmother of the Revolution. 


- seventy-four years old, a prisoner and an exile 


ik her fellow Russians. 


Ss be 


and violence, it was not in Russia. 


be a quorum present. 


for thirty-four years, still working night and 
day, with nyight and main, for the benefit of 
This group surrounded 
Kerensky, who. believed in working out the 


‘social problem by the Russian Labour classes, 


in conjunction with the  property-owning 
classes. Then, again, I saw the workings of 
another group, equally patriotic, who believed 
that ultimate freedom and the possession of the 
land could only be worked out by the working 
men and the peasants. JI can easily see how 
Marie Spiridovna, now a leading figure in 


Russian life, believes that freedom is only to be 


realized by a Government of working men alone. 
The Russian revolution, only a few months 
ago, released this young woman, now only in 
the thirties, from fifteen years’ solitary con-. 
finement in a Siberian prison. I will say right 
here, that if at any time during my travels I 
was a witness of deeds of wanton destruction 
If at any 
time I was in danger, it was not in Russia. 


Mr. Grecory.—I think there ought to 
[Quorum formed.| 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—The gentleman [I 


have quoted is a better authority on 


‘Russian affairs than 
member for Dampier (Mr. Gregory). 


is the honorable 
If 


the honorable member desires further tes- 
- timonials to the Russian people, I quote 


the following remarks made by the 
Japanese Ambassador on his return to his 


own country from Russia on the 29th 


~ Russia. 


March last— 


The Soviets are gaining enormous power in 
The people really feel that they are 


the rulers of the country, and it is wonderful 


to Biactve: them. Bene a might scaaies the 
Lenin Government, but Bolshevikism will per- 
meate the world. Any other announcements 
would be false. 
Every foreigner who has not large interests 
of a commercial nature leaves Russia fairl yi 
committed to the Bolshevikist view of life, and — 
all the Germans and Austrians who may ‘re- 
turn to their country will most oe be“ 
propagandists.” ; 


The truth of that statement can al seen 
in the cable messages that are daily being 
published regarding Dr. Liebknecht and 
the Spartacus group in Germany. Here 
is another statement that the honorable 
member for Dampier might contemplate 
in his spare moments. Mr. Arthur 
Ransome, the Russian correspondent of 
the London Daily News, yeriting from 
Moscow, said— 


No one contends that the Bolsheviks are 
angels. I ask only that men shall look through 
the fog of libel that surrounds them, and see 
that the ideal for which they are struggling, in 
the only way in which they can struggle, is’ 
among those lights which every man* of. young 
and honest heart sees before him somewhere on» 
the road, and not among those other lights 
from which he resolutely turns away, These 
men who -have made the Soviet Government of — 
Russia, if they must fail, will fail with clean — 


. Shields and clean hearts, having striven for an 


ideal which will live beyond them. Even if 
they fail, they will none the less have written — 
a page of history more daring than any other } 
which I can remember in the story of the 
human race. They are writing it amid showers __ 
of mud from all the meaner spirits in their my 
country, in yours, and in my own. But, when Sia 
the thing is over, and their enemies have 
triumphed, the mud will vanish like black 
magic at noon, and that page will be as white ~ 
as the snows of Russia, and the writing on ib 
as bright as the gold domes that I used to BOG tay 
glittering in the sun when I looked from my 
windows in Petrograd. : 
And when in after years men read that — 


page they will judge your country and mine, 
your race and mine, -by. the help or hindrance _ 
they gave to the writing of it.” Scam 
What is it that arouses the ire of honor- me 


able members opposite, and makes the 
honorable .member for Dampier and ~~ 
others rise in their wrath whenever Bol- 
shevism is mentioned? I propose to now 
place on record the system of Govern- 


day. 
of the Constitution 
Socialist Federal Republic— 

The fundamental problem of the Const’ 


tion of the Russian Socialistic Federal ‘Repub- a 
lie involves, in view of the present tea 


Sey Bee the establishment of a dictatorship 
over the urban and rural proletariat and the 
_ poorest peasantry, the power of the Pan-Rus- 
sian Soviet authority, the crushing of the 
bourgeoisie, the abolition of the spoliation of 
men by men and the introduction of Socialism 
in which there will be neither a division into 
classes nor a State authority. 

1. The Russian Republie is the free Socialis- 
tic society of all the working people of Rus- 
sia, united in the urban and rural Soviets. 

2. The Soviets of those regions which differ- 
entiate themselves by a special form of exist- 
ence and national character will be united into 
autonomous regional associations ruled by the 
sessions of the Soviets of those regions and 
their executive organs. 

3. The Soviet associations of the regions 
participate in the Russian Socialistic Republic 
upon the basis of federation, at the head of 
which stand the Pan-Russian session of the 

- Soviets and, in periods between the sessions, 


the Pan-Russian Central Executive Committee. | 


: TIT, 
" CONCERNING THE RUSSIAN SOVIETS. 
Section First: Concerning the Suffrage. 


-I, The right to vote and to be elected to the 
Soviets is enjoyed by the following citizens of 
the Russian Socialistic Soviet Republic of both 
sexes who shall have completed their eighteenth 
year by the day of the election: 

1. All who have acquired the means of living 
through labour that is productive and useful 

to society, and are members of the trades asso- 
pect tions, namely: 
- (a) Labourers and employees of all classes 
ae ilo are employed in industry, trade, and agri- 
eulture. 
(b) Peasants and — Cossack 
Jabourers who hire no labour. 

(c) Employees and labourers in the offices 

of the Soviet Government. 


Mr. MatHews.—I call attention to the 
state of the House. [Quorum formed.] 


agricultural 


Mr CONSIDINE. — The particulars 
continue— 

2. Soldiers of the army and navy of the 
Soviets. 


3. Citizens of the two previous categories 
who have to any degree lost their tapacity to 
work. 

II. The following persons enjoy neither the 

right to vote nor to be voted for, even though 
_ they belong to one of the categories enumerated 
above, namely: 
1. Persons who employ hired labour in order 
-to obtain from if an increase of profits. 
2. Persons who have an income without doing 
-, any work, such as interest from capital, re- 
ceipts from property, and so on. 


* 3. Private merchants, trade and commercial 


intermediaries. 

~~ 4, Employees of communities for religious 
worship, 

+. _5. Employees and agents of the former police, 
~ the. gendarmerie corps, and the Ochrana; also 
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members of the dynasty that formerly ruled in 
Russia. | 


6. Persons who have in legal form beck des a 
~tlared demented or mentally deficient, and also 
deaf and dumb persons. 


7. Persons who have been punished for selfish 
or dishonorable misdemeanors. 


Mr. Wisz.—What has all this to do 
with the Estimates? 


The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN | 
(Mr. Charlton).—Great latitude is al 
lowed to honorable members in the 
general discussion of the Estimates, bus— 
I do not see how the honorable member 
can connect these particulars of the Rus- 
sian Government with the Eotima tes of 
this country. 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—I was alludine ae 
the immense expenditure incurred te the | 
people in maintaining an ‘excessive num- 
ber of Legislatures and the Meee a 
nalia of government generally. ‘The — 
honorable ‘member for Dampier (Mr, 
Gregory) made an interjection shoul the © 
expense of government in Russia, and I 
am quoting particulars of the system of 
government at present in operation in | 
Russia as an indication o: how the multi- 
plicity of Parliaments in Australia might : 
well be dispensed with. . 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN.— 
The honcrable member would be in order — 
if he connected his remarks with the 
Estimates, but he is going into too much — 
detail. regarding the form of govern-— 
ment adopted in Russia... He is per- 
fectly at liberty to make comparisons. a | 
tween the systems of governments there — 
and here, but I ask him not to carry ae 
references to Russia too far. : 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—As I. am oe 
allowed to quote from an authority on the 
constitutional system now in operation in 
Ree, I shall content myself with say-— | 

» that if Australia, instead of being | 
divided into States, with a multiplicity — 
of Governors and Parliaments, and all 
the expenditure that” their upkeep In- 
volves, were divided into provinces or | 
_ districts, and the peonle, possessing the i 
“full franchise that they have now in . 
the Federal arena, were to elect repre- : 
sentatives for municinalities and shires, 
and if those municipalities and Ree 
were to send representatives to the 
various Provincial Congresses, which ~ 
would be the supreme authority of — 
the various provinces, or districts, and 


it 
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ae. the provinces were to select ddlepetes 
to a convention like that which drafted 
our Federal Constitution, we should have 


a system resembling the Russian system. 


The members of the Convention would 
elect an Executive Committee, who would 


be similar to our members of Parlia- 


. 


ment, whose business would be, not to 


_ discuss projects of legislation as we do 


here, but each to govern a sub-depart- 
ment. Each member of Parliament or 
member of the 


and the Parliament would be an adminis- 
trative machine. This arrangement would 
considerably benefit the people of the 


country, and make its government less ex- 


“pensive. 


It-Colonel Assorr.—lt would. be a 


sort of unification. 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—Yes; and at the 


same time, decentralization. 


‘Lt.-Colonel Axssotr.—The powers of 


self-zovernment would be extended. 

Mr. CONSIDINE. — Yes. | There 
would be great local autonomy. The local 
governing “centres would have more power, 
and there would be a democratizing of 
the franchise. The people would control 
the Government more directly than they 
do now, and whatever was the public 
opinion of Australia at any given time 
would be at once reflected in its govern- 
meut, because there would be in operation 


- the recall, the initiative, and the refer- 


-endum. es 

Mr. Maruews.—We should have a 
quorum. [Quorum formed.] 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—The system of 


government that I have outlined would 


confer more power on the general body 


of the electors. I wish to see the people 


een ea position to control the respective in- 


stitutions of the country. The subject is 


eu one to which those who have economy at - 
_ heart should give attention. 
~ will not-long remain content to maintain 


The people 


seven Parliaments with fourteen Houses 
of Legislature and 686 members and seven 


| ‘Governors, at a cost of £900,000 per an- 


num. These. unnecessary ‘Parliaments 


and Governorships could be wiped out. 


- Furthermoré, considerable saving could 
_ be effected by abolishing Departments 


_[REPRESENTATIV 


| anak might be called the eon 


Executive Committee 
would thus have this definite work to do, 


the various Parliaments. At present t 
people get very little for their expen 
ture. It is the workers who find t 
money to pay for these unnecessary Mirearete 
stitutions, and as the honorable member _ 
for Franklin (Mr. McWilliams) said to- 
night, they are relatively worse off than 
they were, in spite of the nominal in- 
crease in wages. In addition to having 
the purchasing power of their wages re- 
duced, they «are compelled to pay directly: 
or indirectly the whole cost of govern-— 
ment. ee 
Mr. Prcorr.—How would it be to have __ 
non-payment of members of Parliament? 
_ Mr. CONSIDINE.—So long as I am 
here, I should like to be paid, and I 
doubt whether the honorable member 
would bother about serving his country 
if there were no payment attached-to 


the position he oceupies. The people —— 
would be better served if the payments 
made to the members of six un- — 


necessary Parliaments were abolished. 
The ridiculous position in which Australia © 
is placed in this regard can be realized a 
after a moment’s consideration. Weare | 
less than 5,000,000 people, and yet we 
have fourteen houses of Parliament, with — 
686 members to govern the country. 
Then there is a High Court to stop one 
pores of the Saas frome pare a 


ther they lve in ead RE or 
New South Wales? Their object is to 
feed. their families, give them a decent 
education and a better chance than their 
fathers had. We should not be con-— 
cerned ‘about maintaining the rights of © 
Tasmania, Victoria, and New South . 
Wales, but in building up an Australian — 
Democracy with one Parliament, in whaley 


ane a chaneat , 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—Because I believe 
that this country is able to manage | 
affairs with one Parliament, and that th 
National Parliament. If the qu 
were put to the people by refer 
am quite sure pes mess bel 
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3 Beit ipiie: out these numerous Parliaments 
in favour of a National Parliament, and ~ 
not on the bicameral system, but with 
one House. 
the Upper Houses, but the State Parlia- 
ments done away with, because I con-_ 
sider they serve no useful ‘purpose. 

The people ought to have a broad demo- 


eratic franchise, supplemented by the ini- 


tiative, the roreeend ie and the recall, 


at which the honorable hee for More- 


-ton (Mr. Sinclair) sneered a little while 
back. o) 
Mr. Siyciarr.—I did not sneer, but 


simply said that you were ‘‘ stealing the 


thunder ’’ of the honorable member for 
Melbourne (Dr. Maloney). 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—You said, with a 
cheap sort of sneer, that the idea was 
that of the honorable member mentioned. 
‘But if a principle is good, it does not 
matter by whom it is enunciated. If the 
people had the powers I have mentioned 
they would soon make short work of the 
-_mumerous Parliaments and the unneces- 

sary officials the country has to carry. 
Mr, Jowerr.—What do the Bolsheviks 
_ do with unnecessary officials? 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—Put them to work. 
_ How would the Honorable member like 
_ to follow them? If the people had those © 
_ powers we would be concerned with ad- 
"ministering the industrial life of the coun- 
try instead of providing pensions for un- 
necessary Judges, and so forth. As to 
the High Court, it is my opinion that 
- Parliament should be supreme. We 
- might apply the words of Cromwell to the 


High Court, and say that it is not only 


unnecessary, but dangerous, and ought 
to be abolished. 
- Mr. Poyvnron.—That is a real ‘‘ Bill 
Sikes” argument! 
| Mr. CONSIDINE.—tThis is the first 
: x ee I have heard Cromwell described as 
“Bill Sikes.” In this country the 
ak that are made in the interests of the 


workers are pronounced on and their con-. 


stitutionality decided by the High Court. 
There should be no higher authority than 
_ the electors of the country, acting through 
~ their representatives; and the High Court 
a is in no way representative of the elec- 
tors. With the initiative, the referen- 
am, and the recall, the representative 
body elected by the people would. be 
divi ided into administrative Departments, 
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I should like to see, not only — 


(1918-19). 


| 


and each member bald have a Depart- Hee | 


ment, or sub-Department under his man- 
The Parliament would then be - 


agement. 


representative of the people, and members 
would not be sent here to discuss Esti- 


mates and Bills of the nature we have 


but would be a 
body controlling the adininistrative WAS 5 


lately had before us, 


chinery of the country. 


Mr. Wesster.—What would you a 


minister without laws? 


Mr. CONSIDINE:—The 


honorable ¢ 


member must have been asleep, and 


dreaming that he was 
Plato’s Republic. 


makers. 

Mr. . WessterR.—You were 
about members uiae a Depart- 
ments without laws. 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—I was talking 
about this Parliament being less of a 


talking shop and more of a working ad- ~ 
Every man who 
believes in the right of the people to 


ministrative machine. 


govern their country must believe in the 


initiative, the referendum, and the recall 


—in a democratic 
ganism that 
ministrative, 
- tive sense. 


representative or- 
functions in an  ad- 
instead of a 
The people 


through the initiative and referendum, 


and we should simply be the machine os 
through which the people would function. 
The Postmaster-General (Mr. ve : 


smiles 
_ Mr. Weszster.—Well I might! 


in Utopia or 
I am not talking about — 
doing away with laws, but of doing away _ 
with a great deal of unnecessary law- 


tate - 


© legis- a a 
themselves, 
under such a system, would make the laws” 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—Of course, if a 


cannot find anything more intelligent to 


do. 


Mr. Poyvnton.—You are stealing pe 


Doctor’s’’ lightning. 
Mr. CONSIDINE:—I do not know 
that it is worse to steal “the Doctor’s” 


lightning than to steal some other fel- 
_low’s job. 


Mr. Tupor.—You might explain that 


remark, 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—I will leave the. re 


explanation to the imagination of the 
ton). I do not know that the honorable 


has an exclusive title to 


Acting Minister for the Navy (Mr. Poyn- cy 


member for Melbourne (Dr. Maloney) ae 
advocacy — 


are so bad. 
and right of recall are part ‘and parcel of 
: ‘ the machinery of government in any 
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Grol the initiative, the tefetentaun: al ; 


the recall; but I-do know that ever 
since I have taken an interest in politics, 
and before I ever saw this House, I was 

a frm believer in those. political expedi- 
is i. which are practised in all our. in- 
_ dustrial organizations. 

Mr. Poznron.—No, they are cia 
Mr. CONSIDINE.—Speaking . a 
_ union official, I know that they are. | 

Mr. Poynton.—I was a union ere 
long before you were. 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—But the ae 
able gentleman has gone back lately 
«Mr. Poynron.—I was a union official 
for longer before you were born than 
you have been since, 
~ Mr. CONSIDINE.—I know that you 
are older than I am, very much older, 

and that is the reason your arguments 
The initiative, referendum, 


“country that claims to be a. Demo- 
_eracy. When we are talking about Esti- 
mates and reducing taxation, which I 
believe is £3 6s. 8d. per head; when we 
are discussing war expenditure, which 


means something like £15,000 000 in loan. 


“interest, or. another £3 per head, we 


should give the people‘an opportunity. of 


saying whether they are not in favour of 
making this the only governing institu- 
tion in the country. 


Sitting suspended from midnight to 12.45 
a.m. (Wednesday). 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—TI propose now to 
refer to some matters connected with the 
Commonwealth Police Force. On the 
29th November I asked the Acting Prime 
_ Minister a number of questions regard- 
ing a man named Anatole Melentrevitch 
_ Mendrin, and to-day received certain an- 
swers. In reply to my question as_ to 
whether this man was a member of the 


_ Okrana, or Russian secret. police—the 


spy system of the late Czar’s Government 
_ —the Acting Prime Minister said he 
could not say; and in answer to my ques- 


tion whether his services had been util- 


ized by the Commonwealth Police Force 
for the purpose of obtainine information 


regarding Russians resident in Queens- 
land, the Acting Prime Minister said 


‘: that he did not think so. The Minister 


also read a telegram which he had Pers 


selec from Mondun acta ‘that 
was neither a German nor of Ge r 
parentage; that he had arrived in Au: 
tralia about 1911 from Russia by way 
Japan; that he had not, and had neve 
teen connected with any Russian secret 
service, and had never been employed in — 
the Consular Office in Brisbane or by the — 
Commonwealth Police. He added had _ 
he belonged to a well-known Russian 
family, and was carrying on-a legitimate 
business in Brisbane as manager for a 
firm of Russian merchants; that he did ~ 
not belong to any Bolshevik or unlawful 
organization, and that his name was 
simply Anatole Letivitch Mendrin, with-' 
out any alias whatever. I asked the ~ 
questions because there had come into my ~ 
possession a translation of issue No. 20] — 
of the official organ of the Bolshevik Go- 
vernment, the /svestza, dated 22nd Janu- 
ary olOIg iT that organ there ie : 
peared certain correspondence dealing — 
with the secret police system of the late 
Czar’s Government. It was published ‘he 
by a Russian named Augaski, who had eo 
been a political exile in New Souths 
Wales. _I propose to read the telegrams 
so that honorable. members may see Lob 
themselves whether Mendrin was con- 
nected in any way, as I have alleged: ge 
with the Russian secret police. n ae 
Mr. Poynron.—You voulg oe brin hs 


outside. 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—I pre 
way of dealing with it. 
tion of the correspondence i 
lows :— 

( Ist.) ' cS 

Telegram to the Chief of the Viadivost 
Secret Service :— 

“(Personal).—Do you agree to empl i 
as an agent a man capable “of enlightening . 
the Military Administration in Vladivo- 
stock, Nikolsk, and Khabarovsk, considera 
tion in case of satisfactory. work, one hun 
dred, in any case not less than Rigdhe ss”: 
five roubles. Wire answer.’ 

(Se¢d.) CoLoneL POSNANSKY. 
Irkutsk, 2nd October, 1910. 
No. 5103. 


t (2nd.) 
The Colonel of Gendarmes Posnansky. 
“ (Personal).—TI agree. Please pu 
self earlv at the disposal of the 


of Cavalry. ‘ 
(Sed.). ‘Kn 

Citadel of Viadivostock, % 
2nd October, 1910. es 


be 


(3rd. ) 
To Captain Khootzieff, Vladivostock. 
* Personal) .—Did Mendrin arrive, and 
when? Under what name will he work?” 


(Sg¢d.) CoLONEL POSNANSKEY. 
30th October, 1910. 
No. 5593, Irkutsk. ~~ 
(4th.) 


To Colonel Posnansky. 


“ (Personal).—He arrived, but does not. 


know anything. Has no connexions here. 
I sent him to Harbin to try and get. the 
connexions enabling him to work here.” 
(Sgd.) CAPTAIN OF CAVALRY, 
a OUT, 
Ist peaiher, 1910, 
No. 52, Citadel, Viadivostoek, 


(5th.) 


To the Chief of Vladivostock Section, 


Secret Service, 13th January, 1911, No. 1 
Citadel, Vladivostock, numbers 5103 and 
62. Absolutely confidential To His High 
Nobility, M. I. Posnansky. 

“Dear Mr. Michel Igntatovitch,—The 
agent who came to me in October, Anatole 
Melentievitch Mendrin, known as Toboletz, 
as reported by me in Despatch number 52, 
proved himself entirely unacquainted with 
the local revolutionary movement, in con- 
sequence of which he was ordered to Har- 
bin, where he is to get the connexions re- 
quired to work in the radius intrusted to 
me. Toboletz has received from me 75 
roubles for October salary, and 60 roubles 
for travelling expenses from Irkutsk, also 

a passport, number 275, issued by the 
Mavor of the Town of Riazam, on the 20th 
of August, 1907; in the name of Ivan 
Semenovitch Medviedieff. During his so- 
journ in Harbin the same man has written 
to me only one letter, from which I con- 
eluded that the objects set him in Harbin 
had not been reached. In consequence, he 
was ordered to remain there up to the 6th 
of December.“ At the same time, his atten- 
tion was drawn to the mistakes he had 
made, such as sending letters by post with 
my name on the address, and on the neces- 
sity to send the communication required 
from him. It is probable that my letters 
stating exactly what was required of him 
as one of our agents did not please him, 
as up to now he has not come to Vladi- 
vostock, and he is no longer in Harbin. 
In reporting the above, I pray, should yeu 
possess tidings of his whereabouts to take 
from him and return to me the passport 
issued to him, and, if possible, get from 
him an explanation why he did not fulfil 
the service expected from him. I deem it 
necessary to add the following:—‘* When 
Toholetz came to Vladivostock he stated to 
me that he had been ordered to come here, 
not from his own desire, nor because that 
he had reported that he could throw light 
on the revolutionary activity in the Army 


{17 DecemsBer, 1918.] 


ale 


which I got from you. 


(1918-19). 


throughout the territory intrusted to my 


administration, but only in consequence 


of his own downfall, the failure in the 
success, Secondly, in my own estimation, 
Toboletz came here (he is here a house-— 


owner) to arrange his personal affairs, and. 


to receive from the Procurateur Sch: u1tz, 
and from the President of Court -Tri! niet 
Goodzeveitch certain money lent to them, 


and to other officers of the Jus‘ice Depart- 


ment while they were residing, if I am not 
mistaken, in the district of Irkutsk. With 
deep respect and devotion.’ ” 


Iam (Signed) I. Kusor ane 


Letter written from Harbin by Mendrin to 
the Chief of Okrana—Kootzieff :— 


“ Greetings.—My affairs begin to shape : 


themselves, but so far only in one group. 
There is plenty of varied material which 
I cannot mention in this letter. I will do 
so when I see you personally, after having 
received your answer to this letter. 
soon go to Vladivostock or to Blagovie 
Schtchinsk, according with the conditions 
of my journey to the west, that is to 


tain officers and servants of the K 


(Railway line, have formed a revolutionary | 


organization. The instigators appear to 
be some of the ex-S.R., who have served 
their sentence. JI shall, as stated above, 
give further and more detailed information 
in a personal interview. Two persons have 
been here unmasked—acting members of 
Okrana. 
have included in my,letter all the material 
which I have been able to gather. 


(Sgd.) 
10th January, 1910. 


TOBOLETZ. 


Kharbin School, Str., No. 3, add. Karas- ag 


sick, for I am being here under the name 
Medviedieff, according to the passport, 


same name for transmission to me. I have 
not written for a long time, because with- 
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T can © 


I have still my authority; cer- 


I am waiting for an answer. I 


Write only the 


out ground and material I reckoned it was ay 


not necessary to write.” 


Letter from Brisbane, Australia, 23rd Janu- 
ary, 1916:— 


To the Chief of Gendarmes, Police Office at 
Viadivostock. 
“ Sir,—I have hereby the honour to most 
humbly pray you to attract the attention 


of the Chief of the Okrana at Visto cel oee ae 


ing the highest patriotic sentiments to- 
wards my native country—Russia—and 


sentiments of devotion to His Majesty the © 


Emperor, also wishing to be in some way 


useful to my native country, I have hereby — 


the honour to most humbly pray to be 
accepted in one of those sections, as one of 
the working agents. 


In 1909 y was such ~ 


Dae rite * Ay oe 


ay: Ge 


 an- agent, first in Irkutsk section under 
Posnansky, but I was unmasked and handi- 
-eapped, and I left Russia to go abroad. 
Now I have good reasons to be here that 
my service may be of some use. My name 


+ whilst I was in Irkutsk Section was Tobo- - 


_ Jetz. Answer to this address, Confidential, 
Russian Consulate for the Bearer of Pass- 
port Book 275. The passport was issued 
to me by the Cavalry Captain Khootzieff 
in November, 1909. I work in certain 


eases in conjunction with the local police.- 


I think I could work in central Russia, in 


(Siberia, and abroad. Correspondence may 


be carried on in Russian, Polish, English, 
and in cypher (secret writing). I deem 
it my duty to add that if my offer of ser- 
vices is accepted, I pray you to inform me 
of it by cable, as I have important facts 
and information to communicate. My tele- 
_ graphic address. 


BRISBANE RUSSIAN CONSULATE, 
eas Mrs. MiIrDVIEDIEFF.” 
_ These are the facts. 

Mr. Jowrerr.—Who is this friend of 
yours? 


Mr. Larry Suitax.—What is the hon- 
- orable member’s object ? 
Mr. CONSIDINE.—It is claimed ty 
the Russians here that this man is not 
a Russian at all. The name certainly 
_savours more of German than Russian 
origin. He is the Australian manager 
for Popoff and Company, whose head- 
quarters are in Harbin, China, and, as 
stated by certain correspondence in my 
_ possession, he is the man who cornered 
~ the tallow market in Australia in 1916. 


‘Mr. Jowxrr.—That was a dirty thing 


to ve 


& CONSIDINE. —T_ think the hon- 
orable member suggested a little while 
ago that he was a friend of mine, but 
probably now he will realize from his 
action in cornering the tallow market that 
-Mendrin is a friend of his own. This 

: gentleman is alleged by the Russian 

colony in Australia to have been em- 

ployed by the Commonwealth Police 

Force to obtain information concerning 
Russians in this country. The official 
correspondence which I have read con- 
tains this admission bv Mendrin himself. 
In his letter from Brisbane to the Chief 
of Secret Police at Viadivostock he says, 
“*JT work in certain cases in conjunction 

‘ gee the local police.” ~ 
- Mr. Poynron.—In his telegram read 
Aang he denies that statement. — 


_ obnoxious, 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—Yes, but the dates 
given in his telegram coincide with : 
date of his arrival in ‘Australia, 


Mr. Lynex:—What was the. dat 
that letter ? | 


Mr. CONSIDINE. —23rd — a anuary, : 
1916. 


Mr. Lyncu.—That was baer the Com- 
monwealth Police Force was established. — 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—This man states ay 
that he was working with the local police. _ 
The Brisbane Russians say that he has — 
been used by the Commonwealth Police — 
Force to obtain information regarding 
Russians there. His letter, then, is really 
in the nature of an application as a mem-~ 
ber of the secret service of a foreign coun- at 
try. I know that, according to his tele- — 
gram, he is the most innocent man on the 
face of the earth; but he admits that he is 
the manager of the firm which I have 
named, and he claims to be Anatole Melen- 
trevitch Mendrin. The correspondence 
which I have read is published in the 
official organ of the Soviet Government, . 
No. 201, of the 22nd December, 1917, It 
shows that this man eame from ‘Harbin, 
and that he was employed at Vi ; 


vernment. He disappeared from Russi 
and his whereabouts could not be. locat 


bane nen that ne might be oe d 
here, because he was able to obtain infor- 
mation that would be of value. The Go- 
vernment are extraordinarily quick to use 
the powers conferred upon them by the 
War Precautions Act to deal with our own 
people who are supposed to have in- 
fringed the law, either by the publication 


te disloyal sentiments, I ask them to con 
duct an ey into the ee 


who Se them. r 


Mr. Grecory.—He must ‘am 
himself a bit, obnoxious. : 


Mr. CONSIDIN ie ere spy 


ies? Budget 


Mr. Jowrrr.—Does the honorable 
member suggest that we should appoint a 
Royal Commission to inquire into this 
matter? 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—I suggest that the 
- honorable member should remain quiet 
until I have finished my speech. When 
if comes to investigating the antecedents 
of this individual, do the Government pro- 
pose to mete’ out to him, because he 
cornered the tallow market a few years 
ago, and because he represents an inter- 
national firm, different treatment from 
that which is accorded to our own people? 
When a man leaves his country, more 
especially when he claims to be in touch 
_ with those who are high in authority 
there, we should prove beyond doubt that 
he is what he represents himself to be. 
When I questioned the Government upon 
this matter, I was informed that it was 
the intention of this individual to leave 
Australia again within a month. 
Mr. Jowrnrr.—What did Ministers say 
_ im reply to the honorable member’s ques- 
tions? 

- Mr. 
- they had no information to give, in 

answer to some of those questions, and 
they produced Mr. Mendrin’s telegram. 
_ But how came he to know that I had 

asked the questions ? 

_ Mr. Porvyron.—Did he not say that he 

had seen them in the newspapers? | 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—I want to know 
why this person, who was undoubtedly a 
member of the secret service of the late 

_ Czar’s Government— 

Mr. Poynton.—The honorable member 
is not in a position to prove that, although 

_ he may think it. 

Mr. CONSIDINE.— The. official 
. * pigan of the Russian Government can be 
produced in support of my statement. 

_ Mr. Pornron.—The honorable member 
will take all sorts of care not to make 
the statement outside. 

Mr. CONSIDINE. — For 
sake, try some other tune. | 
Mr. Larrp Smiru.—ls ae honorable 
- member prepared to bring a eee 
= against him? 
 M. CONSIDINE.—Iit is the’ fae: of 
who are so ready to 


= 


goodness’ 


geges 


_ the pecovernment, 


a oO 7 ; 
ae fs Pee 5 . f 
a rin ae Sah ‘ Lt eal < 
oa ae aS ieee OR eee 
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CONSIDINE. —They said that 


* 
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pects our own people, to favertigaba 
the statement of the Russian colonists of 
Brisbane to the effect that this man is — 
really of Germanic origin; 


for his trips to and from Japan. At the — 
present time, he is alleged to be in 
Queensland collecting trade information 
for certain persons in the Hast. 


They can 
very easily ascertain through the British 
Embassy whether or not his statements — 
are correct. They are in a position to 
determine whether he is in possession of — 
the passports that he claims. 


as 23rd January, 1916 a 
Mr. Pornron.—The honorable acti es 
thinks that he is the man? e 
Mr. CONSIDINE. — British news-_ 
papers have charged the late Czar’s Go- 
vernment with being a pro-German Go- 
vernment. 
late Czar’s Government had a 
plant installed in the ras 
which was in communication with Berlin. 
If the German Government ‘were in 


league with ‘the late Czar’s Government, _ 
aie this gentleman was connected with : 
the secret service of that Government, 1t 
is only reasonable to suppose that infor- — 


mation relating to Australian defence i 
matters may have leaked out. Seg 
Mr. Jowzrr.—No. ‘They say that the 
Germans were in league with the Bol- 
sheviks. 
Mr. CONSIDINE —_W 0; they ig not. 


Mr. Jowrrr.— When the Kaiser was it 28 
Berlin, the Bolshevik red flag hung side 


by side with the German eagle. FET 
Mr. CONSIDINE.—But it was not 
there with the approval of the Kaiser 
Make no mistake about that. ‘The Kaiser 
knows that he is looking for a job to-day 
because of the presence of the Bolsheviks in 
Germany. It has been alleged by one of 
tthe leaders of the Salvation Army, who 


recently returned from. Europe, that a = 
wireless apparatus was discovered in the — 


Ozarina’s apartments at Petrograd. i 

Mr. Jowrerr.—That was the Czarina. — 
She sold the secrets of the Russian Gor 
vernment to Germany. 


to ascertain 
the reasons for his visit to Australia, and 


The Go-. 
vernment are in a position to make him 
_aecount for his movements. 


This is the = 
man who wrote from Australia, as late - 


It has been stated that the ¥ 
wireless 
Winter Palace — 
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Mr CONSIDINE Alsen is a man 
pe in 1916, before the revolution broke 
out in Russia, stated that he was in pos- 
session of information which was of value 
to the late Czar’s Government. 
Mr. Jowrrt.—The late Czar of Russia 
was never a pro-German. 
Mr. CONSIDINE.—A_ prima facie 
ase has been made out for Government 
investigation into this man’s antecedents. 
Who supptied him with the knowledge 
that I had asked certain questions here? 
Who got him to wire to the athe 
Prime Minister? 
Mr. Porntron.—Could he not see 5 those 
questions in the newspapers? 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—Did the Acting 
Minister for the Navy see them in the 
newspapers? This gentleman claims to 
be friendly with Senator ee and with 
es H. V. McKay. 

Mr. Pornron.—Is that any disgrace? 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—No. But it may 
Te aply a reason why his telegram was re- 
ceived so promptly, and why there is 
such a lack of information regarding the 
_ questions which I have asked. Seeing 
_ that our own people are clapped into gaol 
‘upon all sorts of charges: of disloyalty 
and sedition, the Government ought to 
investigate this particular case, with a 
view to ascertaining whether the indivi- 
dual to whom I refer has been responsible 
for any leakage of information. 

Mr. Poynron.—It’is quite evident that. 
: “he i is not a Bolshevik. 

‘Mr. CONSIDINE.—No. Had he been 
y pone: he would not have been a police spy 
and an informer. The people of this 
country who take any interest in what 
"transpires here, will not be satisfied to 
let this matter drop without: a thorough 
Ly. I hevestigation into it. Is it only the men 
-and women of_the working classes’ who 
are to have their antecedents inquired 
‘into, their loyalty questioned, and their 
~ ations spied upon? Are individuals 
who represent foreign business establish- 
ments to be immune from suspicion ¢ 

_ Mr. Larry Smrru.—Some of them who 
3 were in business in Tasmania and Sydney 
are in internment camps to-day. 
Mr. CONSIDINE.—Mr. Snow is not. 
“the honorable member might pursue that 
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who was dying of tuberculosis 


ial eC oe 


auniegr viee ieee laine > 
there oe lots of cases which fe : 


vestigating Snows case for more than 
two years. Ae 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—And _ they a. 
continue to investigate it until the honor- 
able member and I are dead and buried, 
before Snow is dealt with. But if he 
had been a plain working man from  — 
Broken Hill he would: have been sent & 
up behind .the barbed wire long before 
now. Why do the Government airily ors 
waive aside such matters as these? Is 
it for the reason that they are not inter- 
ested in investigating the class of case 
which I have put forward? pee 

Mr. Poynron.—Why has the oan: 
able member such a hatred of any man 
possessing & few more pounds than him- 
self ? +2 laa 

Mr. - CONSIDINE.—The honorable. =: 
ventleman has stated that he is a good 
deal older than I am—a-good deal older _ ioe 
in experience. He says he thas been con- 


nected with trade unions and has had a 
lifets 2 ee 


T_ have had considerable experience, young 
though T am, among employers. I a: 
Soe thirty-two to-day, but I have- bee 


ey is for one firm in Sotney “nl . 
macnificent ey, of fla Weeks ¥ 


as you were Bro 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—Yes, and i 
be a damned sight more than you we 
ever worth. I had a younger brothe 
of the 
throat; and I had a widowed: mother. 
She had come to this country with four 
children. When I asked my boss for aa 
rise because I had to-pay my own board 
and lodging and had to help my mothe 
who was also working and had_ beer 
working for twenty-seven years, trying 
keep my invalid brother, my empl v 
told me that he was not a bene 
institution. 

Mr. Prcorr.—They are not r: 
that. =a 

Mr. CONSIDINE. —That 
perience of the employee 


er 
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| Mr. Jowertr.—There are good and bad; 
and that was a bad employer. 

~ Mr. CONSIDINE.—Quite true! 
“widowed mother, with her four children, 
hud to work for twenty-seven years. My 
youngest brother died in the Old Men’s 
~ Home, in New South Wales, because I 
was not getting sufficient wages to keep 
him. My mothér was not earning 
enough, either. And yet I am asked what 
I have against employers, what I have 
against the social system, and why I do 
not want to fight for the flag and for 
the freedom enjoyed in Australia. What 
would honorable members think of the 
social system.if they had had to go 
through the same experience? 

ae Mr. Poynron.—When I was fourteen 
- my father died, and I had to rear the 
family after that. I worked as hard as 
ever the honorable member did. 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—The honorable 
member should go through the same ex- 
periences as I have known, and he would 
‘not waste) so much time in flag-flapping. 
He should ask the opinion of the workers 
who have had similar experiences.. He 
- would not want to know, then, why. they 
_ have not volunieered-to fight. He should 
ask the workers in Broken Hill, who run 
the risk of leavingheir female relatives 
in the same position 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN 
| (Mr. Atkinson).—Order! The honorable 
- member’s time has expired. 

Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [1.20 a.m.]. 
—-A lot of money has been wasted in the 
direction of printing Ministers’ speeches 
for dissemination. Sometimes I have re- 
ceived fifty copies of a speech made by 
the Treasurer, and I am glad I have not 
had to pay the postage. 

* Mr. Jowertr. — They were 
speeches. ; 

Mr. GREGORY .—I do not agree with 
them. 

Mr. Latrp Surru.—lI have found them 
very useful. A good many of them have 
caught up with many untruths which 
have been given utterance to in this 

_ House. 

“Mr. GREGORY.—If it is desired to do 
2 Sas good turn along the same lines now, it 


good 


eee be well if popice of the speech 


My 


agree with you. 


which has just been delivered were sent 


out all over the country. _ They would do 
more good-than any other speech which 
has been uttered in this chamber during 
the past twelve months. I congratulate 
the honorable member for Barrier (Mr. 
Considine) upon having become, to some 
extent, a convert. I had always looked 
upon him with a shade of suspicion so far 
as this countrv was concerned. But now 
he is defending us. He believes le has 
“oot on” to some one who has been a 


spy out here; and he.wants the man fol- 


lowed up. The only thing that I am 
glad to realize in relation to that indivi- 
dual is that he is not in Russia to-day. 
If he were, his name would not be 
“* Semenoff ”—or whatever it may be. It 
would be more like “ Popoff.” The hon- 
orable member has pictured what would 
happen if he had his way, and, as he has 
been talking, I have been endeavouring to 
draft some idea of what would be the 
position in Australia if Bolshevik ideals 
were given full sway. Among the ideals 
pourtrayed by the honorable member for 
Barrier there is a love of freedom—a love 
of freedom for yourself, and “to the 
dickens” with the other fellow! It is a 
ease of “ rob everybody else, and shoot the 
man who seeks ta rob you.” There is a 


love of society about the Bolshevik prin- — } 


ciples—a love of society, allied, however, — 


to the will to destroy all who days to dis- 
Bolshevik ideals would — 


bring to this country fraud, robbery, 
murder, rapine, famine, and_ pestilence. 
That is what follows hard on the Bol- — 
shevik régime, if we are to judge bv the 
history of Russia to-day. And yet we 
have such freedom in Australia that a 
member of this Parliament is permitted 
to stand up and talk Bolshevism of that 
character. In what country, in all the 
world, is there the same freedom? Where 
are ‘there similar electoral laws? We 


have universal adult suffrage. What more ~ 
could one want than an expression of the ~ 


will of the people as indicated in Aus- — 
tralia’s system of government? 

But I wish to deal now specifically 
with the subject before the Committee. 
It is discreditable that at 1.30 
morning there should be only about a 


in the | 


Ba 
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dozen honor ae members present to dis-~ 


cuss an expenditure of approximately 
£120,000,000. We were promised time 
after time that, in connexion with these 
Estimates, full and ample opportunity 
would be given for their discussion. What 
time is there for discussion now? What 
chance have we to endeavour to force the 
Government to reduce expenditure? 
Mr. Jowxrr.—Force them with argu- 
ment! 
Mr. GREGORY.—We have done it be- 
fore, or with other form of pressure. I 
regret that we cannot-.make the public 
realize that at this hour a handful of 
honorable members should be dealing 
with Estimates which were submitted 
months ago. The debate, I dare say, will 
be pushed to~ its illogical conclusion, 
namely, the passing of the Estimates. I 
am sorry that I cannot congratulate hon- 
orable members generally on their efforts 
to do their duty to their constituents and 
the country by seeing that this enormous 
total of expenditure is not fully dis- 
cussed, with the object of reducing it 
wherever possible. Undoubtedly, there 
is a drift going on. We hear honorable 
members talking about Unification. We 


hear them saying, “ Get rid of these other 


Parliaments. Give all power into the 
hands of the Federal Parliament.” We 
deserve it, do we not? The Government 
have said, “We are going to end this 
session in a few days. It does not matter 
what time has been wasted; you must put 
- the Estimates through in ‘a few hours.” 
Talk about Nero fiddling while Rome 
burned! It is nothing to what is going 
on to-night. 
‘The honorable member for Grampians 
(Mr. Jowett) has been interjecting in a 


manner which does not suggest that he is - 


impressed with the seriousness of the 
position. The honorable member may be 
very well satisfied with the Administra- 
tion; but I am not. When we look upon 
the enormous expenditure, which was 
estimated before the armistice and with 
the expectatron of a full war year ahead, 
_ it is reasonably fair to ask that the Esti- 
mates should now be reviewed with an 
_ idea of reducing expenditure in view of 
the altered situation. I would go fur- 
ther than the honorable member for 
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-of £20,000 for the Scie 


“a9is.19) 


Eden- ‘Mange (Mr. Auedn Giapnanla Eee 
am dissatisfied, not only with the enor- Rs ¥ 
mous ‘expenditure and with the puny — 
effort being made to stop the growth. Ofagew 
extravagance in the Federal Service, ie “a 
am not satisfied with the Administration. _ 
The administration of the Government at 
present has tended greatly to cripple the 4 
primary Industries of the country. I 
support the amendment moved by the 
honorable member for Eden-Monaro, and 
there are many honorable members on. ~ 
this side who also should support it. ae 

Mr. Lamp Smrrau.—Who, do you sug- 
gest, should be sent for if the Coverings 
are defeated? 

Mr. GREGORY.—I am trying to 
teach the Government the error of their __ 
ways. We have done so before. 
The Treasurer took credit for what the 
Government did in connexion with the | 
Loan Estimates; but they were forced to 
do what they did. The honorable gentle- __ 
man told us what he did when he was Min- 
ister for Works, but we never heard a 
single word from him then about the gross. 
extravagance of that Department, though << 
T admit it oceurred chiefly prior to his 
taking control. Instead of creating anew 
Department to operate the Kalgoorlie to 
Port Augustta railway®the State Govern- 
ments of Western Australia and South — : 
Australia should have been asked upon ae 
what terms ee ould run it. Now ae 


pnormous expense. 


T hope that the pressure fronr hono 
able members on this side, that was respor 
sible for the reduction in the Loan Esti- 
mates, will be used to prevent mucli of the 
extravagance that is provided for in these 
‘Estimates. The Treasurer says that he — 
struck out £2,290,000 which the different — 
Departments had asked for. It was to be 
expected that within the last three 
four years a certain increase in the cost 
of government would take place, but it 
is not reasonable that the estimates 
this year should show a large i 
upon the expenditure for last year. 
Treasurer said that he could not redu 
these Estimates further, but I 


pipes 


Where is the authority for the establish- 
ment of the Science Institute? It has 
not been given by this Parliament. In 
connexion with a matter of urgency, and 


‘particularly during war time, I should 


be prepar ed to give the Treasurer any sum 


he desired, but no one can say that the 


establishment of the proposed Science In- 


a= 


‘is to be raised from £504 to £588 ; 


others, from £406 to £480. 

_ments are also provided for. 
say that weather reports are of such great 
importance that these appointments could 


stitute at a cost of £20,000 for this year 


is a matter of urgency. 

Let honorable members ‘consider the 
vote for the Meteorological Bureau, which 
is proposed by this Government, who are 
going to save money. There is £2,500 in- 
crease set down for the staff 


The salary of‘one officer 
of 
another, from £466 to £522; and of ise 
New appoint- 

No one will 


are provided for. 


not have been left. for some future date. 
- Let honorable members consider again 


the huge expenditure upon the Northern 
_ Territory. Will any one dare to say that 
ie there 1 is not an opportunity to reduce ex- 


ae there? JI have been looking up 
the Estimates of expenditure for the 
_ Northern Territory from 1913 onwards, 


- and I find that it is like nothing so eee 
as a huge mushroom growth. In view of 


the high taxation which the people are 


ae compelled to pay, and in view of the money 


_ there shall be no extravagance in the - 


which must be provided if our returned 
soldiers are to be properly looked after, it 
is only fair that we should demand that 


‘government of the country. 
I take the expenditure upon the High 
Commissioner’ s Office, I ask, in the first 


Place, what is the Hich Commissioner in - 


“London for? There has been an expendi- 
ture of nearly £1,000,000 in connexion 
with the London Office. The High Com- 
missioner was sent to London to look after 
the interests of Australia. He is there 


__ with a staff, but they are ‘not per- 


to 
of 


in- 
are 


mitted 
- terests 


the 
They 


look after 
the country. 


not assisting the State Wi setite: Chencael to 


: _ promote the interests of Australian indus- 


oe The Government will be in recess 


of that 
branch, and a large number of increases 


~ (1918-19), ore 
Old Country any Minister they please. 
There are two Ministers there now inter- 
fering with the proper disposal of our 
products. 
for? If he is not competent to perform 
the proper duties of his office, he should be 
brought back here; and if he is compe- 
tent, as I believe Tes and his staff are, 


What is Mr. Fisher in London — 


his work should not be done by members E : 


of the Ministry. 
_ Mr. Jowxzrr.—What would be 
with Mr>Fisher if he were brought back? 
Mr. GREGORY.—I do not say that we 
should bring him back, but we should give 
him the power to do necessary work, and 
he should do it, 
Prime Minister butting in. 
Mr. Lyncu.—The Prime Minister is 


tralia, and quite a lot of other good work. 

Mr. GREGORY.—1I do not agree with 
the honorable member. Although we have 
two Ministers and the High Commissioner 


Jone : 


instead of having the 


doing good work in getting ships for Aus- — 


in London, the expenditure on the High | 


Commissioner’s Office is increased this 
year from £8,925 to £10,650. 
‘The expenditure of the States and of, 


the Commonwealth has shown an enor- 
mous increase during the past four or five — 4 


years. In 1913-14 the expenditure of the — 
different Governments in Australia — 
amounted to £69,000,000. This year it 
amounts to £173, 000, 000. The war is, of 
course, responsible for a great portion of 
the inerease, but not for the whole of it. 
In 1913-14, the taxation imposed by the 


States amounted to £6,304,000. This year_- 


it amounts to £8,984,000 or an in- 
crease of £2,680,000. The “taxation 
of the Commonwealth amounted, in 1913- 
14, to £16,587,000; at the end of the last 
financial year it amounted to £24,523,000. 
We must come to a stage at which the 
people will be unable to bear any further 
taxation. The- taxation of Common- 
wealth and States amounted, in 1913-14, 
to £4 14s. per head of the population, 


men, women, and children, and this year _ 


it amounts to £6 17s. 5d. per head. 


In 1913-14, the public debt of the States : 


was £294, 000, 000, andthe public debt of © 
the Commonwealth was £19 000,000, or a 
total of £313,000,000. 


fos 


In 1917-18, the 
public debt of the States amounted to- 


a 
4. 
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£372,000,000, and of the Commonwealth 
to £246,000,000, making a total public debt 
to-day of £618,000,000. 

Mr. Srvctar.—Uow much of that is 
due to war expenditure ? 

Mr. GREGORY.—I did not bother to 


take out the figures due to special war 


expenditure. The public debt of the 
States and Commonwealth has increased 

from £70 per head of the population in 

1915-14 to £125 17s. per head to-day. 

_ This year, the Commonwealth revenue 

is estimated at £36,000,000, and the ex- 
penditure at £125 ,000, 000, showing a de- 
ficit. of approximately £85, 000,000. No 
doubt this is a wealthy community; but 
the wealth of the country comes from its 
primary industries. 

Mr. Maruews.—The industrialists can 
elaim a little. 

_ Mr. GREGORY.-—Not so far as the 

actual wealth of the country is concerned. 
The industrialists must help, but if the 

_ primary industries do not progress, the 
ether industries are useless. 

Mr. Maruews.—And vice versa. 

Mr. GREGORY.—Not at ‘all, because 
the primary producer competes in the 
markets of the world, and the industrialist 
eompetes in the home market. 

Mr. Maruews.—The home market is 
the agriculturalists’ best) market. . 

Mr. Lamp Smirn.—The McKay har- 
vester can help the primary producer. 

Mr. GREGORY.—Undoubtedly. 
_ Mr. Marurws.—And so has the sup- 
_ ply of cheap superphosphates. 
Mr. GREGORY.—That has _ been 
due to Professor Lowry’s advocacy of 
_ their use. He was the man of genius and 
brains, who proved the great value- of 
-superphosphates to the agricultural indus- 
try. I realize that the best market is the 
home market, and desire to encourage 
home industries; but the great primary in- 
_dustries are those which are responsible 
for the wealth and prosperity of Aus- 
tralia. I say that the present Administra- 
tion has not looked after those industries 
as it should have done. I have said that 
I am not entirely satisfied with the Ad- 
- ministration. I am not content to allow 
_ the Government to go into recess for five 
or six months, when, during that time, 


ae ~ “en ; id 
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we shall have all our boys coming backt® me 
from the war. _We are without a definite 
scheme of repatriation. The Government — 
have not endeavoured to investigate com- 
plaints made of the conditions under which 
our boys have been sent away from Aus- 
tralia. The Government should have at 
once had an impartial Committee ap- 
pointed to investigate the condition of 
the Barambah when it left here. The 
House would be quite. justified in de- 
manding that a Committee composed of 
members of both sides, acting in an hon- 
orary capacity, should be appointed. I 
and many other members would be only 
too glad to act’ honorarily to investigate 
complaints of that sort, so that if officers 
are wanting in their duty they should be 
punished, and, if not, it should be shown 
clearly that they have done their duty 
honestly and fairly. 

I do not approve of allowing the Go- . 
vernment, at a time like this, to have 
that supreme control which they will have 
probably until May next, when we may 
hope for Parliament to be called together —_— 
again. I have seen the methods of the 
Treasurer. I have seen quite enough of Bats 
political life to know what is going to 
happen, no matter what promises he has 
made. He has made promises here with — 
regard to the War Precautions Act and 
other matters, but we know that he has 
made other promises. One big promise 
was made to the country, and kept, to 
my mind, very badly. It waskeptin the 
letter, but not in spirit. I am saying 
that, because the Treasurer has been 
grossly impertinent to me time after 
time, and I want to give him back ee 


about as good as he has given. q 
{ 


Are we to have a continuance of the 
reports in connexion with adm‘nistrative 
matters that we have had during the past 
few days? What action do the Govern- 
ment propose to take? They have not 
told us anything yet. A complaint was 
made in another Chamber by Senator 
Pratten in regard to tin scrap; and we 
have an officer in the Attorney-General’s 
Department dictating to the public th 
terms upon which it is to be treated. Thi 
is a most arbitrary and improper thins 
and a disgrace to any Administratio 
The worst “feature is the nature of t 
replies that are put in the hands of Min 
isters. I am sure the ‘Treasurer wo | 


ep? 
being done? 
Library to-day that large quantities of 
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not have made the statement he made 
here if he was not. satisfied that 
the answer he was giving was true. 
He told the House on two. occa- 
sions, in answer to questions—one 


of them put by the honorable mem- 


ber for Eden-Monaro (Mr. Chapman)— 


that £4 15s. per ton was not the ruling 


price of t'n scrap here. Here is a pur- 
chase note from one of the biggest firms 
in Melbourne: Quantity up to 500 tons 
of 2,240 lbs. each; description, tin-plate 
clippings; quality, not rusty; price, £4 
15s. per ton for 2,240 Ibs. net, f.0.b. Mel- 
bourne ; shipment, middle of ‘July, T9LD. 
That is dated 28th June, 1918. 

Mr. McWituiams.—The answer given 


to me was that that price was not obtain- 
able. 


Mr. GREGORY.—There is the official 
sale note from one of the biggest firms in 
Melbourne, and I saw another one to-day. 
We asked the Acting Prime Minister if 
he was going to continue the embargo on 
the export of tin scrap, and he said, 
Why, and for whom is this 
I read in a file in the 


tin scrap were being sent by charitable 
people to some fund organized by the 


_ Lady Mayoress of Melbourne for the pur- 


’ 


pose of aiding Red Cress work, and the 
committee asked to be allowed to sell it 
for export. I believe it was a very large 
quantity, yet the permiss'on was refused. 


They said they could get only 5s. per ton 


for it here. These people are practically 
told, ‘‘ You can throw it into the tip, as 
we cannot allow it to go outside Aus- 
tralia.’? I am sure the Treasurer would 
not have given the reply he did in this 


Chamber if he had had thse information 
[ have quoted in that sale note. 
“pr ces could not exist without the Depart- 


These 


ment having the information. What 
sort of Administration have we got 
that will permit an officer of one of the 
Departments to give instructions that tin 


. scrap can be thrown on to the rubbish, 


“heap as waste, when a demand comes from 
another country for it at a good figure? 


Mr. Maruews.—I think that is the 


fault of some of the great business Boards 


that we have appointed. 
Mr. GREGORY.—It is the same ad- 


ministration as has been controlling the 
ye Oe 
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metal industry, and I do not like it. I 
have not liked it for the last two years. 
Mr. MatHews.—You would have busi- s 
ness men instead of officials. ge 
Mr. GREGORY.—There are business — 
men and business men. As a rule, busi- — 
ness men can look after business matters — 
very much better than politicians can. I 
approve of Business Boards; but we 
should have enough common sense in the — 
administration to realize that what we 
want to-day 1s money. Does it not seem» 
a scandal that the owners of scrap of this © 
sort, that will produce even £3 per ton 
f.o.b. Melbourne or in other States, 
should be told that they can throw He 
into the rubbish tip? The regulation — 
that deals with this matter deals also with 
steel and other scrap. Permits have been — 
given for the export of that scrap, and 
there have been exports since the regula- — 
tion came into force. - 
Mr. Maruews.—I have a. constituent : 
who says that he is not allowed to export, 
and the iron men will not pay him for it. © 
Mr. GREGORY. — Senator Pratten — 
showed me the figures he had taken out, — 
showing the quantities exported ance if 
the regulation came into force. oe 
Mr. Maruews.—My constituent says es 
they will give him only £2 per ton for — 
scrap iron. . Then they put it in and roll — 
it and get about £18 per ton for it. 
Mr. GREGORY .—That is the sort of — 
thing that enables one or two favoured - 
firms to manipulate the market, and I do ~ 
not like it. I have dealt with the metal — 
business on more than one occasion. I 
pointed out in connexion with the zine ~ 
industry that we had a Department con- 
trolling the formation of companies. The 
Department was mighty particular, if a 
man wanted to float a mine, or anything ~ 
else, to point out that the public had to — 
be protected and ghares had to be 
put in escro until six months after 
the war. A boy who probably never saw 
a Mine in his life insisted upon certain — 
conditions. A Zinc Producers Association — 
was formed under duress. The Broken 
Hill and Mount Lyell companies pro- 
tested, but were compelled to join. They 
were told that they would have forty- | 


- eight hours to join in, or something would 


happen. Tn tho articles of association a 
appears a clause which gives the directors — 


e, 
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- power to make gifts or pay commis- 
sions to any person who may not, 
directly or indirectly, do anything to the 
advantage of the company if, in the 
opinion of the directors, it ig in the in- 
terests of the company to make or pay 
such gifts or commissions. We have a 
Secret Commissions Act. on our statute- 
book, yet articles of association containing 
_a Clause of that sort were forced upon the 
principal zine producers of Australia. 
‘That is the sort of thing we are getting 
under the metal control. I know of tin 
mine after tin mine closing down because 
there has been no buyer for tin oxide. 
_The’ smelters could not buy it, because 
Piet was no buyer for smelted tin. The 
: uly buyer for Australia was Elder, Smith, 
and Company, and they were buyers for 
_ the Inter-Allied Commission. We want 
_ to know if there is to be freedom in trade, 
or if we are to have a continuation of 
_ that sort of thing. I was given the name 
of one man whose company was com- 


pelled to close down owing to the 
impossibility of disposing of its 
products. Their shares were worth 
1s. and now they are worth only 


“L4s. As they could not get a buyer for 
their product, they had to dismiss all 
their hands. Are we to have a Tin Pro- 
ducers Association forced on us as in the 
case of zinc? There is a Copper Pro- 
ducers Association as well. I like these 
See providing there ig absolute 
freedom, but the two biggest metal cor- 
 porations in Australia were forced to join 
the Zine Producers Association, to which 
- they were compelled to hand over the 
- absolute control of all their products, not 
for one or five, but for fifty years! The 
Broken Hill Proprietary Company, the 
Mount Lyell Company, and the Broken 
Hill Junction Company have to give the 
Zine Producers Association the absolute 
“Hen to make all their contracts and fix 
their prices for the next fifty years! I 
do not want any more of that sort of 


thing. That kind of administration is not 


ees enough for me. 


“We have had a good price for our 
mil , and the sale was a magnificent. bar- 
gain for Australia; but I am not so 
satisfied with the administration as many 
other. honorable members are. I have 


seen the efforts made to centralize, and a 


Hr, Gregory. 
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members of the French Mission made a 


is no shipping available? . 


big effort is being ede in shat direc 
at the present time. I have been figh' 
this sort of thing for two years. At 
Geraldton we had £750,000 worth i 
wool last year and £1 ,000 ,000 worth this 
year, and we had an appraising centre 
there; but word has gone over that ap- 
praisement is not to continue there. I 
have been told in the West that this is — 
because I have made myself so obnoxious 
in connexion with the metal business. ie 
Mr. Larrp Smrrn.—The Wool Board 
is composed of independent men, apart ; 
from. the Government. a 
Mr. GREGORY.—No; they are all ~ 
brokers, and interested in the trade, ex- 
cept the honorable member for Hume 
(Mr. Falkiner) and the honorable mem- 
ber for Grampians (Mr. Jowett). The ~~ 
Prime Minister urged the people to co- 
operate and organize. In Western Aus-  — 
tralia they organized and formed a co- 
operative association, with 5,000 mem- — 
bers, most of them producers of sheep and 
wool. They asked for freedom to trade 
in wool, as they wanted their share-— 
holders to send their wool to them, but 
the Central Wool Board said, ‘‘ No; 70aS 
shall not trade. Certain firms have: the: 
right from us, and only those firms. are ae 
to be allowed to trade in wool.” made: 
Mr. Lynen.-—They have killed the small : 
country wool-buyer. | 
Mr. GREGORY.—Why should he b 
killed? It is wrong and rotten. On 
to-day Mr. Angliss “told me that peop 
in the country cannot get a market f 
pelts, and, in some places in the back 
country, are actually burning them. ~ 
Mr. Frnton.—That is quite true; yet 
they are wanted badly in France. The 


special point of that when hey, were 
here. 

Mr. GREGORY.—yYet Mr. Aneto 
tells me that 90 per cent. of sheepskins _ 


purchase ‘hem. : 
Mr. Lairp Suir. _tf the cee 
burning them, is not that because 


Mr. GREGORY.—Why not | 
find their own Ladera, they car 
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that freedom here, also. 


ae 
«~ 


“Country and in America are getting free- 


dom in the different markets. We want 
Some of the 
things ‘that were done during the war 
were preposterous, and lent themselves 
to the favouring of the monopolist and 
the manipulator. 

The future of Australia depends on 
our pastoral and agricultural industries. 
In, 1915-16, there were 12,484,000 acres 
under cultivation, but the area next year 


-was reduced to 11 ,002,000 acres, and last 


year to 9,698,000. acres, and I am afraid 
that it will be further reduced this. year. 
This reduction in the area of cultivated. 
land is due largely to scarcity of labour, 
~ but’ coupled with the reduction in yields, 
constitutes a grave danger. There has 


_ also: been a decrease in our production of 


— tbs..s 


In 1914, we produced 711,000,000 
of wool in the grease; in 1915, 
642,000,000 Ibs.; in 1916, 550,000, 000 
Ibs.5 sand in 1917, 547, 000,000. Ibs. 
There has also been a big. reduction in 
the yield sof gold, and notwithstanding 
the big increase in prices during the war, 
the value of our minerals in 1917 was_ 
not greater than in pre-war years. These | 
_ facts show that something must be done 
to assist our- industries to a greater de- 
gree than they fave been assisted in the 
“past, It is time that the Government 


wool. 


made an announcement of its intentions 


regarding the coming wheat crop. I im- 
press upon Ministers, too, the ‘necessity 
when a guarantee is promised i in connexion, 


with thie wheat, for giving effect to it in — 


its entirety. The Commonwealth does not 


_ give a guarantee wholly on its own, and 


.on when he gets 3s. 


when so much per bushel is guaranteed, : 
the farmer, whose conditions are very 
hard, should not be kept out of his 
money, longer than can be helped. It is 
a very difficult thing for him to carry 
a bushel for his 
wheat to-day; another 3d. six months 
hence, and the promise of something 
more in the distant future. I know 
that there are difficulties in the way of 
winding up the affairs of the Pools. but 
the Government should endeavour to pay 
the full amount guaranteed as soon as 
possible after the wheat has been de- 
livered. 
Mr. 


GREENE. — The Government have 


tried to do that, as well as their finances 
have permitted. 


ie 15 P 


that they could get it if they 
The other day I had a 


th ae ee eae aoe by ta 

us Rte oe ; ae Cee 

= i, a ae oF a meg ey r mh ‘ 

: ay re om api | sa Saas Se a 

oe ost . , gt ye es a 3 s a a 
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Mr. GREGORY. 5 nies agree varies 


the honorable member, knowing the way — 


in which money has ‘been expended in 
other directions. We _ have, 


Australia to-day. The debit against — 
that amounts to about £11,628,000, 
that there are 167,000,000 bushels of 
wheat and flour in the control of the 
Pool 
proximately £40,000,000. ~ Surely, with 
an asset like that the farmers could be 
paid the full~ amount guaranteed to 
them. 
garnered, and yet the amount guaran- 
teed. on the last crop has not Been paid 
to the farmers. ° 

Honorable members do not realize how. 
badly the people in the back country are 
treated” by the Postmaster-General.-— In 
one case, in which an application for a 


The new harvest will shortly ne : 


approxi-— K 
mately, 167,000,000. bushels of wheat in a 


b 


sor 


at the present time worth ap- 


monthly mail service was made, the in- — 


spector informed the owners of holdings 
paid £8 4s. 
a year for it. 


telegram regarding a service from Wynd- — 


ham to Hall’s Creek, which is out in the 


Never-Never country, about which the e 


local people were told that they could 
not have a service unless they made ae 


50 per cent. or 60 per cent. of the esti- — 


mated deficiency on it. It is the same 
with regard to telephone services. 
Government 
are developing the back country with 


ere or the conveniences of civilization. 


. RicHARD Foster. —A mail service 


is ees to persons in the back coun: 
are 

_ GREGORY. — Yes. I feel sure 
fat the city members would be 
glad to give assistance to those in the 
back country, and would vote for the 


-spending of £200,000 to ‘enable the Post- 


master-General to provide them with 
proper means of communication. Neither 
the Minister nor the Government sees 
that this is done, and it is no wonder 
that the people abuse the Government 
and Parliament. One has only to con- 
sider the action of the Government in 
connexion with the war-time profits tax 
to know that it ig the man in the city 
who gets all -the consideration. The 
poor fellow in the back country, who 
takes ali the risks, gets little considera- 
tion, whereas the man who lives on his 


The — 
should provide those who 


r 


it 


er, 
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wits, and has not the courage to put 
ne penny into any venture, is 3 not. to be 
taxed, 3 

I feel that we are coming to times 
stress. The note 
issue now exceeds £59,000,000, and 


* as part security for this, £10, 000, 000 in 


gold has heen borrowed from the banks. 
Moreover, we owe the British Government 
£39,000,000 for the upkeep of our sol- 
diers, in addition to our ordinary public 
debt. Not only have we not saved for 
the upkeep of our troops, but like-a care- 
less spendthrift we have gone to the Old 
Country for money in her time of need. 
In New *Zealand, on the other hand, 
there is a surplus. of about £10,000,000 
in the last five years the value of the 


- Dominion’s exports exceeded that of her 


repatriation work, 


imports by £45,000,000. Then Canada, 
instead of going cap in hand to the Old 
Country for assistance, has been able? to 
lend her help. 

Mr. Marngws.—But Canada has paid 
nothing for the upkeep: of her troops. . 

Mr. Greene. — I do not think that 
Canada has paid either for the equip- 
ment or for the upkeep of her troops. 
. Mr. GREGORY. — At any rate, 
Canada has not borrowed from the Old 
Country. On the contrary, she has sup- 
plied her with .milhons- of pounds 
worth of munitions, and has lent 
her over £100,000,000. We - shall 
revuire an enormous sum for our 
and we ought to 
recognise the neéd for effort to reduce 
our expenditure. The one desire of the 
Government is to get into recess, but itis 


for members to consider whether they. 


will allow them to do so, whether it is 
for the good of the country, the primary 
and secondary producers, and of our sol- 
diers that they should do so. There is 
now the question of our returning troops 
to be considered. I am one of those who 
heleve in short sessions for Parliament. 


I believe that better work can be done if 


Ministers have more time to. attend to 
their various Departments. But there 
‘are so many important questions to be 
dealt with’ just now, and so many diffi- 
culties to be encountered in connexion 
with various matters, that I consider Par- 
fiament should meet acain in Pebruary or 
March, even for a short session, for the 
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purpose of saoLbag eae to express a 


their views with regard to the conditions 
governing the return of our troops, and 
concerning repatriation matters.- L ant 
not content to let things drift as they are 


drifting at the present time so far as re- 


patriation is concerned. 


Mr. McWintrams.— Has the hancrente 3 


member noticed that one of the Repat- 
riation Boards has resigned? - 


Mr. GREGORY I was not aware of 


that. I have a great deal of faith in 
Senator Millen; but for the past twelve 


months I have been. urging from public — 


platforms that this work of repatriation 
should be removed outside of political 
control altogether. 

Mr. Lamp Smira.—Would you be in 
favour of supporting three commissioners, 
and paying them big salaries? ~ 


Mr. GREGORY.—1 maintain that the ~ 
administration of the scheme itself should 


be removed from political control. Par- 
liament could exercise authority by means 


~of the regulations, but the administration © 


itself should be removed as far as possible 
from political influence. 


Mr. Jowertr.—Does the honorable mem- 


--ber realize that what. he is advocating 


now is what he has been complains 
about in regard to other Boards? ~~ 


Mr. GREGORY.—The 


member knows my objection with refer- 
In my 


ence to the Boards referred to. 
opinion it is essential. that Parliament 
should be called together in the near 
future to deal with questions affecting — 


honorable : 


1 ade 


repatriation and the re-building of our 


industries. It is essential also that there — 
should be economy im public arpenistee 
in order to make ends meet, because we 
know the enormous demand "that will be 
made for repatriation, and we should 


endeavour, to the best of our ability, to — 


provide ample funds for the purpose of — 
looking after our returned soldiers. — 


Mr. KELLY (Wentworth) [2.20 a.m.]— . 


While listening to the honorable member — 


who has just concluded his remarks, I ~ 


could hardly imagine that we were dis- — 
cussing a no-confidence motion. I a 


mae 


S 


es 


ce 
Fo 


to regard the, amendment by the _honor- — : 


able member for Eden-Monaro — 


"EMa es 


Austin Chapman), in the terms rather ea 


= 


eat in the teniper in which it was ne 


mitted. The proposition is that the Com- 


mittee should refer the Estimates back to 


the Government in order that this Com-.- 


mittee might in some mysterious way_ _ob- 
tain some guarantees of future economy. 
- Honorable members have heard me .ou 
this subject before. I yield to no one in 
my appreciation-of the urgent need for 
-economy in Australia, but I doubt if we 


_ could arrive at a more expensive way 
of achieving this result than by de- 


manding, at this stage, that a large 
number of clerks and other. officers of the 
Departments should be taken from their 
‘proper occupations and set to work to re- 
east the Estimates, when all that is re- 
quired is a guarantee that the Government 


will see that, so far as possible, no money 


1s wasted. 


ok, ae 
7 


expenditure on the Naval Bases. 
met my views for a long time—and in> 
this matter I was amused to find to-day 
a that the views of the leader of the 


Mr. Larrp Smirs.—The Treasurer has 
given. us that guarantee. 

Mr. KELLY.—\I have 
faction of knowing that quite recently 


_ this Government has given proof of its 
sincerity in the matter of retrenchment. 
It has met my views, or, at any rate, a 


great portion of them, in connexion with 
‘It has 


- Economy party in this debate seemed 


- to be directly at variance with my own, 


and I believe with those of every 


_ other student of economy in this chamber 
ae _-—in connexion with the Federal Capital, 


“in regard to steadying down expendit 
there until we are in a position to . 
where post-war conditions will leave the 
- Constitution and the gee of Aus- 
_ tralia. 


* Holding these views on this matter, I 


_ cannot vote for the amendment; but if I 
might at this late hour venture to place 


my views before the Committee, I would 


be grateful for the attention of such hon- 
-prable members as are awake. 


We have 
rd a good deal about the cost of run- 

ig this country. The cost is not only 
the cost of the various governing bodies. 
Ina truly ideal State, the Government, by 
wise provisions, guarantees that every 


3 oe eee is equally equipped in health, in 
. pend, and 1 in opportunity for the battle of 


the  satis- 


life,-as well as for the enjoyment. of the 
production that he helps to create. Any- 
thing that hampers a citizen in the exer, _ 
cise of these powers is a direct tax on his 

energies, and harmful to the community 
over “whieh the Government presides. In 
Australia to-day, not only have we State — 
and Federal taxation hampering develop- 


ment, but we have also conflicting authore 


ties as between the States and the Federal 
Governments. You may take any indus- _. 
try you like, and you will find that the 

management pays far less attention to the — 


taxes imposed on it than to the vatious 
Industrial restrie- ~ 


laws that govern it. 
tions, as a rule, take up half the time of 
the management. These conflicting regu- 
lations operate as a direct charge upon if- 
dustry, and are actually a greater burden 
than Federal and State taxation com- 
bined. It is difficult to live under ‘the in- 
terpretation of all these restrictions. We 
have heard on every side, and recently 
from oir own Prime Minister in England 
(Mr. Hughes), and others in authority 
here, that the best chance Australia has of 
meeting her war obligations lies in ine 
creased production; and if we are 


achieve this desirable result, we must alm 
at increased efficiency in government 1m 
but I do’) 
ask the Government to remumnuer that a 
Constitution and system of government 


both State and Federal spheres. 
not wish to stress the matter, 


good enough for Australia in the pipim g 
times of peace, and before the war ha 
made its ravages upon Australian finance, 


and left its mark, probably for years to 


come on Australian industry through the 
loss Australian producers have suffered 
through the war, must, under these altered 
circumstances, be changed. The Govern-~— 
must realize this. ‘They must set aside the 
vested interests of politicians, and apply 
themselves to a consideration of the real 
interests of the community. People say 
these changes are bound to come. The 
honorable member for Barrier (Mr. Con- 
sidine) has said that people will insist 
upon these changes. The longer I live, the 
more I realize how strong are the vested 
interests of politicians. The general pub- 
lic are careless about these things; but 1% 
is to the interest of politicians to protect 
themselves all the time. No man, either 
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in this or the State Parliaments, wishes 
to abolish himself. I believe I can go 
so far as to say that honorable members 
of this Parliament are not quite prepared 
to abolish other Parliaments in order to 
provide competitors for their own seats; 
but if we are going to have economical ad- 
ministration in government for Australia 
in the future we must abolish 
the State Parliaments as sovereign powers 
with the right to create conflicting legisla- 
tion. I urge this view upon the Govern- 
ment, because I believe it is the only way 
by which the finances of the country can 
remain stable. 
_ Mr. McWituiams, —That means Uni- 
fication. 

Mr. KELLY.—I do mean Unification. 
I ask the Government to look .into the 
question of seeing that there is but one 
authority responsible for the welfare of 
the Australian people; one authority re- 
sponsible for seeing that every citizen has 


a fair chance for the opportunities of 
life and for good health, so far as the 


Government can achieve it, to enjoy those 
opportunities; and one authority for the 
protection of the fruit of his industry. 

Question (Mr. Austin CHapMan’s 
amendment) negatived. , 

Mr. McWrttimMms.—On a point of 
order, Mr. Acting Chairman, I point out 
that when you put the question, two honor- 
able members rose to speak. The honor- 
able member for Denison was on his feet 
addressing you, when you put the amend- 
ment in such a low tone that honorable 


members here did not hear it being put. 


The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN.— 
The honorable member for Denison sat 
down, and the honorable member for 
Maribyrnong rose, but not to speak to 
the amendment. 

Mr. McWinirams.—My point of order 
is that the honorable member for Denison 
was on his feet for the purpose of con- 
tinuing the discussion, when you put the 
amendment. When he. rose to speak, 
somebody asked him to refrain from do- 
ing so, but he insisted upon his right to 
address the Committee. While he was on 
his feet, you put the amendment. 

{Mr. Fenton. —May I say that when 
you first put the amendment, I was 
under the impression that you were put- 
ting the first item of the Estimates? 


(1918-19). 


Some dispute took place, and I again rose 
and asked you whether I was to be denied 
my right to speak upon the general ques- — 
tion. You replied, ‘‘Certainly not. I 

am merely putting the amendment of the 

honorable, member for Eden-Monaro (Mr. 
Chapman.” 
put, and declared lost. 

Mr. Wesster,—The Cina has 
given his ruling, and we do not want any: 
more points of order. 

Mr. Consrpinz.—I submit that the 
honorable. member for Franklin (Mr. 
McWilliams) is correct in his statement 
of the facts. The honorable member for 
Denison (Mr. Laird Smith) rose, and the 
honorable member for Maribyrnong (Mr. 
Fenton) was also on his feet when you 
put the amendment. 

Mr. Wesster.—He was walking out of 
the chamber. 

Mr. Consipins.—He was not. You, 
sir, then stated that you would put the 
question again. The honorable member 
for Denison resumed his seat, and there- 
upon you did put it again. In the cir- 


cumstances, I contend ‘that the point of = 
order raised by the honorable member for — 
Franklin ought to be sustained. . 


Mr. FowiEeR.—I have been waiting all 
night for an opportunity to speak, and — 
when the honorable member for Went- 
worth (Mr.-Kelly) sat down, I rose for 
the purpose of securing the call. The 


honorable member for Denison, however, ioe 
was a shade quicker upon his feet, and — 


consequently I resumed my seat, on the 
distinct understanding that he was about 
to speak to the amendment. z 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN Se 
(Mr, Atkinson).—I put the amendment 
twice, and declared it lost. The honor-_ 
able member for Maribyrnong rose, and 
would have got the call. but that he inti- 
mated that he did not wish to speak on 
the amendment. 
amendment. The honorable member for — 
Denison by that time had resumed his. 
seat. JT then put the amendment a 


second time, and the honorable member 


for Maribyrnong immediately rose agai - 
Mr. Consipinz.—What is your ruling — 
on the point of order? eae 
The TEMPORARY » CHATRMAN.— 
There is no point of order, 
Mr. McWILtiaMs. —There’ is a point ‘of 
ordéry3s 3270 Shes ae 


wr = 
ee a 


That amendment. was then aoa 


Thereupon, I put the — 


4 


* 


_ the expression of his views. 


ae Budget 
The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN.—I 


have ruled that I do not sustain it. 
Mr. McWixuiams.—I wish to have 


your ruling on this point: The honorable 


member for Denison rose when the hon- 
orable member for Wentworth sat down. 
If you are going to give the call to an 
nonorable member who resumed his seat 
while another honorable member was on 
his feet addressing you =m 

Mr. Sincuair.—He sat down. 

Mr. McWitutams.—The honorable 
member for Denison was on his feet ad- 
dressing you, sir, when you put the 
amendment, which was not heard here. 
In view of that fact, I ask you to rule 
whether the amendment was properly put. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN.—I 
have no intention of ruling on . the 
abstract point. 


clared the amendment lost. I intend to 
adhere to my decision. If the honorable 
member for Franklin is not satisfied with 
‘that decision, he must take the course 
that is prescribed in such cases. The 
amendment was resolved in the negative, 
and I cannct go back upon that decision. 


- Mr. LAIRD SMITH (Denison) [2.39 


a.m.|.—-l abstained from speaking. upon 


De ‘two most important Bills which recently 


occupied our attention, namely, the War- 
time Profits Bill and the War Precautions 


Bill, in order that I might not be accused 


of absorbing too much time, because I 


was very desirous of speaking upon the 


Budget. Yesterday the honorable mem- 
“ber for Franklin was very emphatic in 
As both of 
us hail practically from the same place, 
I cannot register a silent vote on this im- 
portant question. I am bound to explain 
my attitude towards the Government, see- 
ing that I intend to stand by them, at 
any rate, during this session, because I 


_ believe they are justified in claiming my 


support. - To-day I listened very atten- 
tively to the criticism of several honor- 
able members, and subsequently I heard 
the reply of the Acting Prime Minister. 
In my judgment, he made a most excel- 
lent explanation of the position taken up 
by the Government. He displayed a 
great knowledge of the financial situation, 
and demonstrated that he was desirous of 
_ curtailing expenditure wherever it was 


a = posible to~ aoont that course without 


I ruled on®the facts as‘ 
_ they presented themselves to me, and de- 
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detriment to the Commonwealth. I have 


every confidence in the honorable gentle- 
man, and I am of opinion that he also 
possesses the confidence of the great ma- 
jority of the people of this country. We — 
all know that he has experienced a re- 
markably trying time since he assumed | 
the leadership of the Government, and 
every impartial critic must admit that 
he has exceeded all expectations by the 
way in which he has filled the office of 
Acting Prime Minister. That being so, 
I think that he is entitled to a fair deal, 
and that is all he asks for. I have never 
known him attempt to dictate to any 
member of this party. He has had, on 
occasions, to listen to most trenchant 
criticism, but he has never exhibited any 
bitterness as a result of that criticism. I 
think the honorable member for Frank- 
lin will admit that, because he and I 


have consistently striven to obtain from 


the Acting Prime Minister assistance to | 
the fruit-growers of Tasmania in the 
direction of finding markets for them, — 
securing shipping space, and helping 
them, in the evaporation of their product. 
Only last year we received an advance of © 
75 per cent. on the evaporated apples 
that we were unable to ship. The other 
day I experienced a good deal of pleasure 
when I heard a number of Tasmanians 


eulogize the Acting Prime Minister for 


what he had done in the interests of the 
primary producer. I cheered their eulo- 
gies, and I believe that the honorable 
member for Franklin did likewise. The — 
Government have done something during 
these strenuous times towards getting our 
products transported overseas. That being 
so, would it not be most unjust for me 
to assist in bringing about a change of 
Ministry, thus handing over the reins of 
government to the Leader of the Oppo- 
sition? But even if that object were ac- 
complished, we should secure no stable 
Government at this critical time. How 
could a Treasurer from the other side of 
the Chamber obtain such a grip of the 
position in which we find ourselves to-day 
as would enable him effectively to deal 
with the financial problems which 
will confront us within the brief period. 
that remains of the current session? — 
And by whom would he be supported? — 
By the same gentlemen who would have 
put this Government out? How long 


_ ment? 


- supporting the present Government; 


and, perhaps, 


—-days the Acting Prime Minister (Mr. 


9528 _ Budget 
would they support an incoming Govern- 
Just as long as it suited them, 
of course. Therefore, I contend that I 
am right in the attitude which I am 
adopting. 


I shall now give the reasons aa IT am 
and 
I have nothing to gain by stating my 
ease. Indeed, I shall have to take the 
responsibility throughout my electorate, 
JT shall have the press of 
Denison against me. Nevertheless, I 
shall give my explanation so that it may 
be recorded fully in Hansard, and in the 
hope that my attitude will be appreci- 
ated by the people of my electorate. 
There has been a great increase in ex- 
penditure, I admit, but if we are run- 
ning an enormous business, and its scope 
vastly expands, the capital expenditure 
must be increased accordingly. Nowa- 
Watt) 


can scarcely find an hour in 


which to remain in this Chamber, and 


participate in and listen to the debates. 
The reason for that is because he is so 
busily engaged in duties outside of the 
Chamber. He is meeting deputations 
from all over Australia, which are being 
introduced by honorable members. Tas- 
manian members, for example, had 
recently been waiting daily to secure 
an interview with Mr. Watt. We had 
a deputation to introduce regarding a 


_ matter of great importance, dealing with 


~ the English market. 


- growers, 


one of our primary products. The Act- 
ing Prime Minister was most courteous. 
He indicated that he had gone to a great 
amount of trouble in communicating with 
the Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) 
England, with the sole object of placing 
one of Australia’s primary products on 
He demonstrated 
that he was doing all he could for us. 


Then, at the request of the Tasmanian. 


Government, the Acting Prime Minister 
again received representatives of fruit- 
and heard their ideas, in the 
hope that he might be able to go further 
into the subject on Tasmania’s behalf. 
lf the small island State has taker: up so 
much of the Acting Prime = Minister’s 
time, how much more do the interests of 
the bigcer States demand his attention ? 

Mr. Jovrtr.—It all shows how good- 
natrred he is. 


ied 
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are wearing him out, bedy and soul; and 


Mr. LAIRD ‘SMITH. s1t Hes 
then he has to listen to the most bitter. 
criticism. Any one outside of Parlia~ — 
ment might imagine that the Govern- 
ment were sitting down, doing nothing, 
simply drawing their salaries, and letting — 
matters drift... I cannot: conscientiously . 
criticise the Government, notwithstand- 
ing that that may mean something to me 
in my constituency. < 

The Government are doing apiece 
work, and I am delighted that this pre- 
sent trouble has apparently ended so 
well. The amendment introduced by 
the honorable member for Eden-Monaro 
(Mr. Austin Chapman) was a most: seri- 
ous matter. 

Mr. McWrii1sms.—It was a most un- 
satisfactory decision which followed. 

Mr. LAIRD SMITH.—It appears to 
have ended well, at any rate. There ; 
seems to have bears no great desire to 
carry the amendment. I do not’ com- 
plain of the honorable member for. 
Eden-Monaro having gone away  to- a 
night, because he is practically always — ap 
in an indifferent state of health. That 
is why I refrain from criticising igs 
and from interjecting while he is speak-— 
ing. But there are other honorable 
who were interested in his _ 
amendment, and where are they to- 
night ? They left the honorable eee 
ber for Franklin (Mr. McWilliams) to — 
stay here alone. He, at least, has stuck 
to his guns. If the other honorable _ 
members were sincere, why did not they 


remain with him? Are they out to do ds 
their best to put the Government in a ae. 
hole, apparently just to gain a little 
aggrandisement outside? | What is the — 
meaning of their attitude? The honor- — 
able member for Franklin has stood by te 
his guns; and the honorable member for 
Perth (Mr, Fowler) is present, but I ¥ 


cannot commit him, because I do not ~ 
know how he intended to vote had a 
division been taken. But those other 
honorable members have gone away, ane 
they have compelled me to speak at te 
minutes to 3 a.m., when I would, ot 
wise. have heen in a position. to ade 
the Committee owas earlier in. the: 
bate, and thus ,» if n 
space in the ‘press, then, at. any ager a 
to have ; beer aes 


ee Here é am at tis. unearthly hoak, ‘onie 
_ they are in their beds. Obviously they 


have not considered the situation to be 


= serious Sroug for them to .remain and 
4 record — ole. // LT cannot say, of 


course, that ‘there were any other honor- 


ay able members in this business; but. surely 
_ the honorable member for Eden-Monaro 
ee would not think of moving a vote of waut 
aS of confidence if he had no prospects of a 
following. As for the honorable member 
~ for Franklin, we have heard his remarks; 
and T'can say nothing with regard to what 
he said. * 

_ Mn McWixtrams.—There are not too 
many honorable members on this sid@ of 
the House present now. 

-. Mr. LAIRD SMITH.—I cannot ex- 
pect them to be in attendance to listea 
to me at this hour. - 
Mr. Consrp1ne.—I think we might as 

well bring these honorable members in to 
listen to what is being said about then:. 
Seeing that they are being attacked, there 
should be a quorum. ‘I want te know who 
ds to get the vacant portfolio. [Quorum 
Jo med. | 


“Mr. LAIRD SMITH.—tThe honorable’ 


2 a for Franklin, in order to make 
- good his speech, referred to a matter 
which I certainly do not feel inclined to 
_ Indorse; and I question very much 37 one 
are “particular argument which he advanced 
gould have been calculated to win votes 


from the Opposition benches. What the 
honorable member said was, in effect, 
detrimental to Australia. He cited the 


“war activities of another Dominion, 
namely, Canada. I ask nonorable mem- 
bers who may have been. intending to 
support him if they would care to indorse 
his remarks derogatory of Australia. [ 
am of opinion that Australia has done 
equally as well as Canada in this great 
war; and J desire to put on Teese what 

~. Australia has achieved. ome people 

_ already anvear to be ae Per- 
sonally,.I felt very keenly the remarks of 
the honorable member for Franklin, when 
he compared Canada with our vast and 
glorious country. And the bhonorahie 
member for Melbourne Ports (M1. 
Mathews), I feel sure, did not indorse 
the comparison with Canada. fu fuct’ he 
cael my attention to that comparison, 
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lars whieh I shall now place on record. — 
I feel certain that the honorable member 
for Melbourne Ports would not have been 
too ready to support the amendment of 


the honorable member for Eden-Monaro ~— 


when it was being buttressed by an argu- 


ment such as the honorable ‘member for 


Franklin advanced. I desire to record 
the following particulars concerning the, 
Australian Imperial Force:— ~— 

Strength of the fighting force 192,445 (30th | 
June, 1918), including men on duty at the Base, | 
in training camps, and hospitals. . Strength of 
fighting units is about 120 000; 
barkations (30th June, 1918), 321,040; total 
of men returned (30th June, 1918), 70,460; 
total in camp in Australia (30th June, 1918), 
et. total discharged (30th June, oe 
53,138. 
Ty not that a great record for our country 
—one of which we should all be proud? 
It not only warrants and _ necessitates 
a great expenditure, but it also demon- 
strates the amount of work which Min- 
isters and their officers have had to 
undertake during the past four years. 
The- particulars continue— 

Flying Units (despatched from Australia )— 


Establishment. 

Officers. Other ranks. 
No. 1 Half Flight -. 4 RS at 8 
No. 1 Squadron 24 215 
No. 2 Squadron... 18. 216° 
No. 4 Squadron... 24 217 


No. 3 Squadron was raised in Ezypt, and ~ 
Nos. 5, 6, 7, and 8 Training Squadiee: in- 
England. 

In addition to the above, a total of 87 
officers, 1,290 other ranks have been despatched 
as reinforcements to the above-mentioned units. 
The establishment of aeroplanes to a squadron 
is 18, making in all a total of 144 machines 
in use by the Australian Flying Corps at one 
time. 

This again necessitated considerable ex- 
penditure and most careful governmental 
and official supervision. © Australia has 
demonstrated during the period of the 
war the natural ability possessed by offi- 
cers of the Civil Service. In the course . 
of the debate upon the War-time Profits 
Tax Bill reference was made to the fact 
that certain gentlemen were making 
£5,000 in one year in one industry, and, 
upon another line, which was only a side 
issue, they were makng another £1000 _ 
£6,000 in all.. Yet we are told that” 
we should look upon officers of the Civil 
Service who are drawing £1,500 per an- 
num as being in rggeipt of a princely 


total em- 
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regard to articles of uniform— 


The total number of Avicles of uniform, 
underclothing, and kit, issued to 30th June, 
1917, is 31,242,220, 

The following materials have been utilized :— 
Khaki clothg 4,280,000 yards; khaki cord, 
2,026,000 yards: denim or drill, 6,014,000 
yards; flannel, 5,200,000 yards. 

In addition, approximately 4,500,000 yards 
of flannel were issued to patriotic organiza- 
tions, making 22,040,000 yards altogether is- 
sued by the Ordnance Department, or sufficient 
to reach from Melbourne to London. 


These particulars 
the necessity for 
Australia has risen 

and has served. the 
fully and well. Her» work has 
cited the admiration, not. only of Great 
Britain and the other Dominions of the 
Empire, but of our Allies in the war. 

- Since the outbreak of the war the De- 


large expenditure. 
to the occasion, 
Empire  faith- 


fence Department has shipped overseas - 


39,285 military horses, acquired at a cost 
of £788,810, or an average of £20 1s. 7d. 
per head. In addition, the Common- 
wealth supplied 95,000 horses for the Im- 
perial Government in India and France. 
The quality of the horses supplied may be 


gathered from the fact that two Light 
Horse Regiments trekked from 160 to 170. 


miles in thirteen days. The horses were 
ridden for fifteen hours, and were saddled 
up for twenty-five out of forty-eight 
hours. - Of 900 horses only one knocked 
up, and all the rest finished fit and well. 

Owing to an expenditure of upwards of 
£750,000 between 1910 and. 1913, the 
Commonwealth has been able to fully 
equip the Army sent overseas with 
small arms and_ field artillery. The 
small arms were made in Australia, 
and the artillery was _ sent from 
Australia. Our men were sent to the 
Front equinped as no troops were ever 
equipped before, and paid as no troops 
were ever p2id before. All this is part of 
what the Commonwealth has done for the 
expenditure which has been incurred. It 
is said that Canada has done everything, 
and has sent munitions of war to Eng- 
land as well as troops. But Australia 
has done something, as I have shown from 
the records of the Defence Department. 

Mr. Consipinr.—Is this an attack upon 
Canada or a defence,of Australia? 

Mr. Laird Smith. « 


should demonstr ha 


ex- 


of Australia.. Tam an Australian all the 
time. If théhonorable member has been 
unable: to understand what I have said, 
the fault is not mine. IJ-remember going 9 
with a man once to a meeting of a ~~ 
Shakspearian Society. This man~said, — 
“T cannot see anything in all this tommy 
rot,’ but that was not the fault of 
Shakspeare. 

The Commonwealth Corda: Factory © 
has supplied the propellant for the greater _ 
part of the small-arms ammunition used 
by the Australian Military Forces: until: — 
their arrival in France. “It has supplied 
Néw Zealand also, and during the South- 
West African campaign we supplied the 
South African Forces. 


Mr. Maxwett.— What 
“ Gregory ” rifles? 


Mr. LAIRD SMITH.--I am glad to 
have that interjection. - I expected that _ 
the honorable member for Dampier (Mr. — 
Gregory) would to-night have played the 
same old tune on the same old violin, but — 


about the 


for some reason or other he did not do so. 


What are the facts about the rifles,to — 
which he has so often referred? JI was ~ 
in the Defence Department at the time, 
and I know something about the subject. 
We equipped our men who went abroad ~ 
with rifles made in Australia. They took © 
the very best rifles made here. We gota — 
report from an independent officer in ~ 
Egypt, not an Australian, but an English _ 
officer, who pronounced our rifles to be 
first class. There was a very great de- 
mand at one time for rifles with which to 
train our men in Australia, and, to meet 
the demand, rifles of all kinds were col- 
lected. The 200 rifles sent to Western 
Australia were not all made in our Small 
Arms Factory. Some of those rifles were _ 
made in Great Britain, but it was never — 
intended that they should be taken out, of | 
Australia. They were merely used for 
training purposes. 

The honorable member for Dame 
(Mr. Gregory) severely criticised the ex- 
penditure of one branch of the Depart- a 
ment of Home and Territories. 


member said that the Meteorologic 
Branch is useless to the Common 
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have here a copy of a letter sent on be- 
half of the Hobart Marine Board to the 


Minister controlling the Meteorological 


_ Branch, in whieh the writer says— 


I have-the honour, by direction of the Board, 
to. forward herewith copy ‘of correspondence 
with the Meteorological Department, from 
which it will be seen that the supply of daily 


~ weather bulletins, maps, &c., is to be discon- 
_ tinued owing to no provision having been made 
_ to meet the extra cost of paper and printing. 


The Board trusts that the Government will. 


see its way clear to reconsider the matter, and 
continue the supply of reports, which are of 
the greatest use to the shipping community, 
and are very extensively referred to. © ~ 
The Board’s offices are situated on the wharf, 


and the reports are exhibited in a case outside, 


specially prepared for the purpose. | 
The Board is of opinion that the discontinu- 


ance of the reports will cause great inconveni- 


~ 


_ence to shipping agents and other interested 


_ persons, who are in the habit of consulting the 


_ reports and maps. 


That will show the value of this. branch, 
which was so much criticised by the hon- 
prable member for Dampier. I say that 
if the officers of the Meteorological 
Branch are entitled to annual increments, 
they should get them. I have never been 


able to understand the contention that 


_ when the country is in a bad way finan- 
elally, the civil servants should be called 
upon to make good the deficit. 


If they 


are serving the country well, why should 


their salaries be reduced ? | 
Mr. Frenron.—They should not be re- 


duced any more than are the salaries of 


- other persons. ) 
_ ~ Mr, LAIRD SMITH.—Decidedly not; 
and I shall never be a party to anything - 


of the kind. : 
Mr. Heocror Lamonp.—The country is 
not insolvent yet. 


. other day that there is an increase of 


= 
eg 


_ £3,000,000 in the deposits of .the local 


_ Savings Banks. 


-< Mr. LAIRD SMITH.—Not only is 


there an increase of £3,000,000 in the 


* number 
certificates for small amounts, and. also . 
_ the 


ne Wie 
‘ 


amount of deposits, but the number of 
depositors has been enormously increased. 
I was delighted to find that so large a 
of persons took up’ war 


who invested in £10 
This shows that the~ country 


number 
bonds. 


is not yet insolvent, or even in a_ bad- 
way, as some persons would have us be- 
lieve. ‘What a mistake it is to let it go 


ah ey Es * 


The Age showed the. 


forth to the world that this. country is on 


the verge of ruin, when we desire to 
attract people to our shores. Some of us 
were of the opiniou that the presence of — 


our splendid men in Europe, and the 


splendid work they have done at the 
Front, would give Australia such an ad- 
vertisement that it would be difficult to 
find ships in which to transport the 


‘people who would be flocking to our 


shores after the war. ‘But if people in 
the Old Country took up “our leading 
newspapers and read therein the speech 
of the honorable member for Franklin 
(Mr. McWilliams), and learned from him ~ 
that the people of Australia are taxed to a 
greater extent than are the people of any 
other part of the world; that they are on 
the verge of starvation, and homeless and 
helpless, while the Government are spend- 
ing money like water, it is not to be ex- 
pected that they would desire to come to 
this country. It is because of these 
deprecating statements that I am 
speaking as I am to-night. I have | 
been in other parts of the world. 
I have walked through parts of France, 
Scotland, and Switzerland,’ and I have 
never seen a country like Australia. I 
have never seen in any other country 
such land as is to be found at Colac, at 
Bungaree, at Mount Gambier, and on the 
north coast of New South Wales. How 
differently Americans and Canadians talk 
of their country when you meet them. The 
Canadians say that Canada is the finest 
country in the world, though for seven 
months in’ the year that Dominion is 
snowed up: That is equivalent to a 
drought every year. But in Australia, 
though there may be a drought in one part 
of the Commonwealth, there is a bountiful 
harvest in other parts. / 

Why should honorable members, be- 
cause they desire to save a little in public 
expenditure, belittle this country, or its 
leaders, or the Acting Prime Minister? 
We have had ‘honorable gentlemen longing — 
for the time to come when they would be 
able to discuss the Estimates. They have 
perused them from end to end, and then 
the leader amongst them comes forward 
and assumes the responsibility of moving 
a vote of want of confidence in the Govern- 
ment, whilst the only item upon which he 
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can place his finger as justifying his action 
is a vote of £7,000 for a police force for 
this great country. We have the promise 
of the Acting Prime Minister that even 
that force will be gradually reduced. I 
was glad to find that thé honorable mem- 
ber for Maribyrnong (Mr. Fenton) and 
the honorable*member for Barrier (Mr. 
Considine) were careful not to indicate 
whether they would support the vote of 
want of confidence. é 

Some comparison has been made be- 

tween the debt of Canada and Australia. 

But honorable members should be very 
eareful about comparing the debt of Aus- 
tralia with that of any other country but 
that of New Zealand. Canada has very 
few Government railways. - Most of her 
railways are privately owned, and so are 
her wharfs. Many public utilities which 
‘are administered with advantage by Go- 

- -vernments here are not in the hands of 

the States in Canada. I could not under- 
stand why a wealthy Canadian who came 
to our island State of Tasmania, and in 
the beautiful climate of that State, - used 
always to vote for me, and even told the 
maids in his employ and others with — 
whom he had influence to do the same. 
He said that the people of Australa are 
a great democratic people; and when I 
asked him why, he said, “ You control 
transport, and when you do that you go 
a long way towards controlling the indus- 
try of your country.”’ I have seen the 

- gonditions in the two countries, and know 
what a difference there is. I said to him, 

“J. suppose you are afraid of the 
socialistic ideas of the Labour party ?’’. 
‘ No,’’ he replied, ‘‘ you can go only just 
so far as some country that has got bigger 
guns than you outside will allow you to 
go.’ 

Mr. Consrpine.—Was that 
left the Labour party? 

Mr. LAIRD SMITH.—I did not leave 
it; I was pushed out. One section of that 
great party held a meeting down town, 
while we, who were not in their confi- 
dence, remained here and knew nothing 
about it. At that meeting they found —_ 
they had the numbers, and one gentle- 
man was anxious to become Prime Minis- 
ter of Australia. He thought he could 
become Prime Minister by moving the 


before you 
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as he is doing now? — 


Millen) some time ago asked for sug; 


then- Prime Minister out of — the chair. 
He did not know that if the Prime: Minis- __ 
ter tendered ‘his resignation it meant the 
resignation of the whole Ministry. That 
discovery came upon them like a bolt 
from the blue. The Pryme- Minister, —~ 
whom they thought to put down, walked 
out, and we had the courage to follow 
him, believing in the principles that we 
enunciated then and have upheld ever’ 
since. Is the honorable member for Bar- 
rier (Mr. Considine), having regard to 
the things he says here“&nd the policy he. 
preaches to his constituents, justified im 
knuckling down under the Labour party, ~ 


Mr. Consipins.—Is he eee ms 
down ? Saat 3 Bice Ps ox ve 
Mr. LAIRD SMITH.—Of course. The 


honorable member is a changed man since 
he came-here. They have taught him. — 

He reminds me of what one of the 
Socialists saidethe other day about mem- 
bers of the Trades Hall when they came 
to interview the Acting Prime Minister. 
They went back satisfied, and the Socialist _ 

said the Acting Prime Minister had mes-— as 
merized them. The people of Australia 


know what this party stands for. We — 
-have been on this side for 


eighteen 
months, and not a stone in the temple of 
Labour has been touched. The man who 
opposed me at the last election said, ‘If 
you put Laird Smith in again, he will 
not be there three months before the old- 
age jension and invalid pension will be 
gone, and the maternity allowance wiped 
out.”’ We have. been here eighteen 
months in the most critical time Australia 
has ever had, and there has been no at- 
tempt by any member on this side to re- 
move any of that legislation. A duty 
was going to be imposed on kerosene and 
tea, which the poor working man would 
have to pay. It has not been imposed, 


but. some men have to pay 68 per cent. of 


=, 


their incomes in taxation in order tha 
the poor people’s tea may remain dut 
free. a, ei 

The Minister for Repatriation (Senato 


tions from every honorable member: I 
took up an hour of his valuable tin ies 
one occasion, and found him most cc 
teous and willing to listen, but 
the trouble: When I-suggested 
dustry, he asked, 66 How fe 


‘ ye 
a * 
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here?’ He took into consideration the 
_ employees as well as the employers, and 
- pointed out that men employed in estab- 
~ shed industries would be thrown out of 


* 
Rs i e ies 


_ work. He said that we could not profitably 


ce _ establish an industry to throw other men 
pee out of work, and that we must get new 
industries. 'That- was the difficulty. The 
Minister to-day is awaiting suggestions 
from any honorable member who will 
--- point out a new industry that can be suc- 
_ cessfully established. 
‘ Minister will take it on at once. 
-man who returns is not going away into 
ce ohn back-blocks. In Tasmania some of 
~~ the finest land in the island has been pur- 
= chased. Instead of finding fault, let us 
bring down a better scheme than the 
‘Minister’s, and prove to him that it is. 
_ better. If he will not adopt it, then we 
ean criticise. Two little nephews of mine 
recently pulled my watch to pieces. The 
father and I could not put it together 
again, yet those little fellows could pull 
it to pieces. So, any one can pull a sys- 
tem to pieces, but it is not.so easy to con- 
ne _ struct one. During the war it was my 
greatest delight to stand outside the Aye 
and Argus offices and listen to the local 
- Kitcheners who could win the war in 
~ tyenty-four hours. Yet they remained 
here, like the honorable member for Bar- 
__ rier, and bitterly criticised. 
oe “Mr. 
= to fight? If I held your views, I would 
shave gone long ago. 
Mr. LAIRD SMITH.—Simply because 
‘ T was born/forty-nine years ago. 
not going to- ‘occupy a berth on a trans- 
port, and fill a uniform, only to go into 
? hospital when I got there; when a man 
like the honorable member, thirty-three 
years of age, was here. Why send a 
“worn-out old man like me, when a big, 
robust man like the honorable member 
stays at home? © 
. We have heard a preat ‘deal about the 
need for retrenchment, but I think the 
~ Treasurer has cut down the postal Esti- 
- -mates too. much. Honorable members 
__ clamour for telephone. communication, 
- but the Postmaster-General cannot give 
it, although he can obtain the material 


pe tha. ig because the Treasurer desires to 
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am sure that the 
Every — 


_ technical, that will be affected. 


ConsipinzE.—Why didn’t you go 


= was= 


~ now, | because he has not the money; and 
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curtail expenditure. We hear nothing 
of it in the papers, nor are we told that, © 
for the first time in the history of the 
Commonwealth, and probably in the his- 
tory of any State, the Postal Department — 
has been made to pay. If the Postmaster- 
General writes a poem, it, and the criti- 
cism on it, goes throughout the length 
and breadth “of Australia, but we hear 
nothing about him making this great ser- 


vice pay. 

Mr. McoWrr11ams.—The Tasmanian 
Postal Department always paid — 
Federation. 

Me LAEKD: SMITA =I worked 4 in 


that service for about twenty-five years. 


_It paid the lowest wages of all the States, — 


and I never heard of the telegraph, tele- 
phone, or postal branches paying once in 
all that time. It is necessary to be very 
careful in cutting down the expenditure 
of a great Department like this, owing to 
the many industries, some of them highly 
If the 
Estimates of the Postal- Department are 
reduced, a great deal of important. work — 
may be interrupted. The engineer may 
have a scheme providing for continuity of - 
employment and a steady progress in lay- 
ing down cables, -but finds himself sud- 
denly brought up with a round turn’ be- 
cause there is no-money available. The 
unfinished conduits have to be closed up, 
and when the money is voted: in another 
year, they have all to be opened up again 
and a staff has to be got together again. 
That means false economy all along the 
line. The Postmaster-General might intro- . 
duce a system of purchasing stores in a 
kig way. If the storekeeper sees a line of 
good copper wire, he should be able to 
purchase the whole of it. The smaller 
the quantity purchased, the greater the 
cost of the material. There are telephone 
services awaiting construction that will 
pay from the moment they are put up. 
We should consider not only the direct 


return but the indirect value to the Com- 


monwealth. The telephonic system will 
play a great part in the development 
of Australia; -and it is false eeonomy 
to, cut down the Estimates of this 
big Department ‘to save a few pounds. 
We had once a most able Treasurer, 
who made a name -for himséif by: 


e~ 
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reducing his expenditure. JI am 
referring to the late Sir George Turner. 
He understood finances, but was un- 
acquainted with the technicalities of the 
Postal Department, and reduced the 
vote for that Department to such an ex- 
tent that it became starved, and a very 
heavy expenditure was afterwards ne- 
cessary to rebuild it. 

Mr. Wesster.—It cost’ £2,250,000. 

Mr. LAIRD SMITH. — That, of 
course, was false economy, which we 
must. be careful to avoid. 

-In my opinion a great saving can be 
made by a proper organization of pro- 
duction and distribution. © The other 
day I traced a shipload of timber that 
came from Tasmania into a yard. at 
South Melbourne. Some of it was taken 
to Northcote and unloaded from the 


carts, but was afterwards reloaded and 
taken to Caulfield. That system of dis- 
tribution involves an enormous’ waste 


of labour and unnecessary expenditure. 
I believe in scientific organization, and 
the payment of good salaries to the 
proper type of man. If our officials are 
not doing good work let them get out and 
become engaged on other duties not in- 
volving the eg athras of large sums of 
money. 

We must aiiotrace in every way pos- 
sible anything that will lead to increased 
production of wealth. Our preducers 
must not be hampered.. Only portion of 
@ man’s income should be taken to meet 
the expenses of the Government. 
capital itself should not be levied upon. 
In this matter 1 am totally at variance 
with the manifesto issued by Mr. Stewart 
on behalf of Mr. Scullin, the Labour 
candidate for Corangamite. He made the 
most ridiculous proposal. He said that 
he would make a levy on the capital, 
which, as a matter of fact, is employed in 
the production of wealth: In all our 
financial schemes we must be careful not 
to touch the capital of an industry, We 
shall then be on sound lines, and be able 
to insure the development of this great 
country in a manner that we all desire. 

I want now to say a few words with 
reference to Papua. <A gentleman well 
known to me—a man who was engaged 
in pioneering on the West Coast of Tas- 
mania#is now similarly employed in 
He, . 


= 


The | 


land, Oney. requiring water to. enable it es 


Papua. 
gold, and believes that the country he is 
working on is likely to produce a good 
supply of oil, but unfontunately there are 
no roads. He has written me an urgent 
letter, appealing to me to induce some 
honorable member to visit Papua. 
would welcome any honorable member, 

but particularly a Minister, and he says 
that his launch will be at the disposal 
of any visitor who wishes to see the. 
country. He is quite satisfied, he says, 
that if only honorable members could see 

for themselves the nature of the country 
awaiting development, something would 
be done in this direction. JI was in 
Papua for only a brief time, but I saw 
sufficient of the natives to convince me 
that, if properly treated, they could be 
made successful and desirable inhabi- 

tants. I hope the Minister will be able 
to look into this 1mportant question dur- 
ing the recess, 


The Northern Territory 1s 


I have been there myself, and I am not 
going to criticise unduly men who have 
tried to do something for the Terri- 
tory, but failed. Anybody ean criticise 
and. pull down, but it is quite another 
matter to reconstruct. I think, however, 
that as other portions of Australia de- 
velop the pastoralists will eventually give 
more attention to the Northern Territory, 
where there is a vast area of~wonderful 


country awaiting occupation. When I,in 
members, — 
visited the Territory, we travelled over _ 
areas which I suppose white men had not — 


company with a few other 


trodden before. We travelled down from 
the Katherine River to Willaroo Station, 
the manager of which informed us that it 
carried between 14,000 and 15,000 head 
of cattle and 1,000 head of horses. But, 
he said, 


I understand that he has found = 


He ~ 


another 
problem that urgently requires attention. — 


if we went on to Delamere we 
would find there 75,000 head of cattle, 


and if we went still further down, we — Pye 
would-get on to what he called ‘‘ ood — 


areas, known as the Victoria Tablelands ‘Oe 
"about 10, 000 SAas 


and the Lewis country, 


square miles in area, and carrying. I fone" 


get how many cattle. 
to the Katherine River, and in one ae 
we motored over 93 miles of beautiful — 


We then returned | ‘ 


pee 
ees 


= ” 
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be occupied. But this ‘‘ Do-Nothing Go- 


vernment,’’ as they are called, are putting 


down bores at a distance of every 20. 


miles, and I believe are getting good water 


at 200 feet, so that this country may 
now be utilized .for stock-raising. After- 


wards we went in a south-easterly direc- 
tion to the Maranboy Tin Field, which 
we found was being developed in the most 
primitive manner. The men there were 
working with the hammer and drill, and 
I found that the man at the winch, being 
of an inventive turn of mind, had loaded 
the windlass in order to make it easier te 
turn. But I have been wondering ever 
since how the addition’of 50 lbs. weight 


could have been of any assistance to him — 
in winding up the stone, and have not - 


vet been able to understand his action. 
The manager of the battery, Mr. Stud- 
dert, a man who had made a Tasmanian 
proposition averaging 0.6 of 1 per cent. of 
tin pay, gave evidence to the effect that 


_ the Maranboy proposition returned as 
high as 14 per cent. tin. 


I never saw 
stone like it. When it was placed on the 
dry table you could almost shake the tin 
from the stone. Properly equipped with 
air compressors, with the shaft properly 
sunk, and with an overhead railway to the 


battery to-economize in working, that mine 


would be a wonderful proposition. There 
it is, waiting only proper development. 
We then went further down, to what is 


known as Bitter Springs, now described 


ear, 


country in Australia. 
tract people to that country, we should | 


as Matananka, where the Government have 
an experimental farm. We found there 
about 1,000 head of sheep. The ewes were 
lambing, and were doing splendidly under 
the care of natives. Right on through 
our trip we found splendid country, the 
development of which, I __ believe, 
can best be achieved by the — con- 
struction of a railway. When the 
line reaches Newcastle waters, I have 
no doubt that the Queensland Govern- 


_ ment will want to draw it over the rich 


Barklay tablelands, which Mr. Kidman 
1s reported to have said is the rickgst 
If we want to at- 


run the line to Camooweal, and then, in 


[17 December, 1918.] 


(1918-19). 9535 
Department. I find that, in the 
case of certain automatic public tele- 


phone machines at present in use «In 
Melbourne, it is necessary for the user 
to press his foot on a lgver ; and nine 
out of ten people, as soon as they begin to 
talk seriously, forget all about the lever. 
They lift the foot, with the result that the 
lever rises, and the connexion is broken, 
so that the user has to put another 2d. in — 
the slot before he ean renew the conversa- 
tion. These machines ought to be removed 
at once. Gs 
Mr. Wesster.—The machine is only 
on trial. — ee 
Mr. LAIRD SMITH.—It has been on 
trial for a long time. . The value of our 
shale oil deposits should be carefully in- 
quired into by the Minister. From the 
“Wild Cat” column of the Bulletin, of 
28th November of this year, I extract the 


following :— 


“Good Australian ’’:—The good news comes 
from Reno, Nevada (United States of America). 
A new process of treating oil shales has been 
perfected, not merely invented, for extracting 
erude oil from shales containing 30 to 40 
gallons of oil, 30 Ibs. to 37 lbs. of paraffin 
wax, 27 lbs. of. ammonia crystals, 7 gallons of * 
coal tar, and 45,000 cubic feet of natural gas. — 
From the spent shale, after treatment, the in- 
ventor claims he can make a shale brick to he 
used as a solid fuel in place of coal. This 
brick gives 60 per cent. more heat than coal. 
The total cost of the treatment of the shale 
to produce these fuel bricks is less than 3s. 4d. ~ 
per ton. This opens up a pleasant vista for 
Capertee and Murrurundi, and several other 
shale deposits in New South Wales. It is 
claimed there is enough oil shale in the State 


of Utah to supply fuel for the entire United ~ 


States for centuries. f 


I do hope that the Minister for Home and 


Territories (Mr. Glynn) will inquire into — 


this important question, with a view to 
utilizing the splendid shale oil deposits 
which exist in Tasmania. I have spoken 
at, some length to-night, because I realize 
that I shall have a pretty hard row to 
hoe at the next election, owing to the mis-_ 
representation to which I have been sub- 
jected. Hence, I desired to explain the 
reasons underlying my attitude towards 
the Government. I shall support Min- 


justice to South Australia, earry a line isters while they continue on present 


down, through the Macdonnell Ranges. lines. I am satisfied that they are not — 
__. I wish to refer again to a matter con- prejudicially interfering with our indus- 


tries, or preventing the development of — 


- _neeted with the Post and Telegraph 
> eee , 
Ped Ee o 
: 
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this great. Commonwealth. They may iia 
committed errors, but those errors are ex- 
cusable, in view of the gigantic task which 
they have had to face. They have done 
much for Australia, and especially for 
Tasmania, by helping our fruit-growers 
fo export their apples, their blue peas, &c. 
for the reasons which I have already 
dnumerated, I intend to accord them my 
hearty support. 

_ Mr. LYNCH (Werriwa) [3. 50 a. m. |.— 
_ Having sat here throughout the night, and 


having travelled all the previous night, T- 


feel scarcely capable of addressing the 
Committee. 


™ 


Mr. Matrurews.—This is the fifth hon- | 


erable member on the Ministerial side of 

the chamber who has secured the call. 
Mr. LYNCH.—Yet I cannot permit 

_ the oeceasion to pass without saying a word 
or two. I yield to no honorable member 


in my desire to see economy practised by. 


the Commonwealth. 

Mr, Marurws.—Next time, we shall go 
down on our bellies and crawl for a chance 
to be heard. 

"Phe TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN 
_{Mr. Bamford).—The honorable member 
has no right to reflect upon the Chair. 

Mr. LYNCH.—But I purpose dealing 
with the position as it presents itself to 
me. I suppose that four-fifths of the 
actions which I am ealled upon to take 
as a representative of the people consist 
of bringing pressure to bear upon the Go- 
vernment to get money expended 
m my electorate, chiefly by way of 
increases to persons who, owing to the 
mmcreased cost of living, find that they 
have a very difficult row to hoe. That 
being the case, I have not the hide to 

-come here and attack Ministers for fail- 
ing to practice economy to a greater ex- 
tent. The majority of honorable mem- 
_ bers are constantly asking the Govern- 
Ment to increase expenditure. For men 
- who have almost demanded concessions at 
the point of the bayonet to-hold all sorts 
of threats over the Government, and to 
denounce their extravagance just prior to 
the passing of the millions of pounds con- 
tained in the -Hstimates, seems to me to 
be a very ungracious act. I would not 
stand behind the Ministry for. five 


‘ minutes if I did not feel that they are 


exercising af the caution that it is. S pos ne 
sible for them to exercise in regard to our 
public expenditure under the extraordi- — 
nary conditions which exist to-day. But, — 
unfortunately, owing to the way in which ee Fe 
for generations past our country has teen 
handed over to foreign traders, we have 
not been able to face the financial trial — 
which the war has imposed upon us in 
the way that other countries have faced 
it. Chiefly owing to that misfortune we 
are confronted with the necessity for re- 
sorting to expedients which injure our — 
national pride. But I am not going to 
advocate the wholesale curtailment of _ 
salaries or the dismissal of public servants 


at the bidding of a few penny pilferers 


of the* people’s liberties throughout 


the length and breadth of this coun- 


- ception of the war, raised their voices in __ 


of our people. 


old race in armaments be renewed, T sa 


try. If we could afford to spend. 2 
£1,250,000 weekly upon the war, surely 

we can continue to pay a living wage to = 
our public servants until we areable to 
adjust ourselves to our changed condi- Se 

tions, until we profit by our mistakes’ and 
choose a better path. Wholesale economy tea 


‘if put into immediate practice would only — 
create fresh difficulties.” 


I have been — 
amongst the few who, - from the very ii-\ 


an appeal for high sacrifice on the part 
I desired that those who 
owned more than £2,000 net should ear- 
mark at least 10 per cent. of it to assist 
in defraying our share of the cost of the 
war, and of meeting the’ necessities of 

repatriation and the claims of our sol- | 
diers’ dependants. But we proved in-— 
capable of such sacrifice, and to-day we — 
are all trying to juggle our way through, 
whilst still subscribing to the doctrine of 
selfishness, which was really. responsible 
for the war. The terms upon which inter-_ 
national relationships», will exist in the 
future will have much to do with the 
question of economy in our- naval and 
military expenditure. If that monstrous 
doctrine to which the world so long sub 
scribed—the doctrine of the balance 
poier—be again resurrected, and if t c 


in vain. 
again have re fone dtd: 4 pro 
tarism, subscribing to no y god 
neh such | as choo militz 


oS ; ‘been ranbled & in the acces as 
challenge the evolutionary | progress of the 


world. At i any rate, that is my concep- 
We have been told — 


tion of the position. 

~ that the Government, _ by some miracu- 
re ‘lous power, are to do something which 
none of us has told them how to do. 
_ ‘They are to reduce our expenditure by 
" a of millions of pounds, 
“same time are not to touch 

_ section of the’ community, but 
to lend a -willing ear to the ever- 


* any 


increasing™ demand for fresh expendi- 


_ ture throughout the various ‘Departments. 
Whilst I have tae fullest: sympathy with 
every section of the community which is 

__ willing to work, either with. head or hand 


ssarid = 1 regard all such persons as 


one workers, no matter what ‘may be their sta- 
=. tion in life—L recognise that we have to 
_ give some hostages to sincerity by showing 
that we are capable of self-sacrifice, and of 
making the concessions which we -so 
loudly claim for others. I have endea- 
voured, even at the risk of being mis- 

_ understood, to urge the farmers of this 

_ country. not to listen to blind guides, but 
te realize the position in which we are 
placed. If every honorable member 
quitted this House to-morrow, I suppose 
r that I would be the only one who would 
_ go back to the actual work of wheat-grow- 
ing, in which I have been engaged for the 
_-— past twenty-nine years... But, notwith- 


trary to the interests of the genuine 
farmers of Australia, I affirm that, be- 
cause of the broad principles that were 
laid down to assist us during the war 
period, we have been saved from absolute 
extinction. In addition, the values of our 
__ properties have been maintained, notwith- 
standing that, in regard to “ details ‘of ad- 
--, ministration, “much has been faulty, im- 
perfect, and extravagant. Concerning the 
Wheat Pool, I desire to make a few obser- 
vations. It-was first claimed that the 


originator of the pooling idea was the - 


Victorian Minister of Agriculture (Mr. 
Hagelthorn). 
that the Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) 
was its author. 

avery close student of this matter.” 


“many matters—L 


and at the 


- are 


Wales had sufficient wheat, at any 
to feed the people of that State, but that 


_ standing much that has been done con 


ee : _tralian ports for 5s. 3d. a bushel. 
Later we were assured 


Now I claim to have been’ 
ad “Il was. 
__in-the House when the idea was first pro- ~ 
a esee pe sentes, and I am sure that if the Leader 3 


“ot hs onoatiian were present he ok 
confirm my statement that its real author — 


was a gentleman from whom I differ upon — 
refer to ~the Pre 
mier of New South Wales, Mr. Holman. — 
Honorable members will ‘recollect. that — 
when the drought of 1914 was upon us, 
and it was clear that Australia was nob 
going to produce sufficient wheat to feed 
her people—much less to provide seed 
for the next harvést—Mr. Holman put> 
forth one of the most statesman-like ideas 
ever launched. And, strange to say, he | 
has been more cordially detested on ac- 
count of that very action than m regard 


to anything else he has done throughout — 


his career. He realized that New South 


‘rate, 3 


the other States had not sufficient 
for their needs. He vainly strove 
to get the other States to engage 


in a co-operative system by which Argei- — 
tine wheat could have been purchased — 
for Australia to make up the 10,000,000 
er 12,000,000 bushels of which ses were 


‘short. _At that time enemy raiders were — 


in the Pacific. It was questionable whe- 
ther the squadron of German vessels” 
might not cut us off from our food 
supplies, and immediate action was neces-_ 
sary. Mr. Holman, in his famous tele-— 
eram of 18th October, Bes asked the — 

ether wheat-growing States to join in a 
co-operative system—to purchase neces- — 
sary wheat supplies at once, so as to make — 


up the quantity required in the Com- — 


monwealth. As a member of this House, 
in company with the then honorable 
member for Indi, Mr. Parker Moloney, I 
consulted some of the members of the 
Labour Government of the day, and we 


- asked them to take that action which the 


wheat-growing States had refused to take, 
About November, 1914, we asked the 
Federal Government to purchase at least 
10,000,000 bushels, and to land it in the 
ports of Australia. The then Minister 
for Customs (Mr. Tudor) assured us 
that the wheat could be landed in Aus- 
There | 
would be no difficulty about that, if the 
Commonwealth Government had the con-_ 
stitutional power: There was no- War 
Precautions Act in those days, and the. 
then Attorney-General (Mr. Hughes) | 
said the Commonwealth Government had 
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not the power to distribute one grain. of + -Thes pooling system was introduced, Sie 


and a charge was.lodged against it that 


Ys: 


wheat throughout the country. Thus, 


the opportunity to perform a. statesman- 


like act was lost to the Commonwealth. 
I regret the stunted nature of the powers 
of the Commonwealth Constitution, which 
deprived all Australia of the great benefit 
which would then have been conferred. 
Some of the States had to -purchase huge 
quantities of wheat at tremendous rates. 
Mr. Holman caused his Wheat Acquisi- 


- tion Act to be introduced—an Act which 


never would have been put on the statute- 
book had all. the wheat-growing States 


- eo-operated as he had desired. I shall not 


discuss the merits of that Act, but at 


_ that particular time more than half the 


wheat growers even of New South Wales 
were absolutely without-wheat, even for 
bread, to say nothing of seed.~ Conse- 
quently, an effort was made, under the 
Acquisition Act, which, however much 
is may have hit individual — far- 
mers, yet wholly conserved the in- 
terests of the consumers and _ largely 
the. interests of the producers. ‘I 
was one of those 


5s. a bushel, and we thought it hard that 
in Victoria the few men who had wheat 
should be able to sell it for 7s. or.8s. a 
bushel. However, the situation had the 
effect of quite a number. of farmers put- 
ting in infinitely more wheat in 1915-16 
than they had intended, for, the reason 


that they were allowed to retain any pro- 
portion of the crop, which they had indi- 


cated, for seed. It is .not generally 


known that the Federal Government of 


ence, announced their intention to do no . 


‘buying of wheat even after shipping had 


~ wheat. 


the day, when passing the Freight Ar- 
rangements Act, did not intend to go 
further than to supply shipping to the 
firms which had hitherto bought our 
The pooling was only decided 
upon when the said firms, after -confer- 


_ been provided, until such wheat was sub- 


ject of sale contract overseas. 
now they were wise in that decision be- 


farmers who parted - 
“with a certain quantity of our wheat for 


It is clear’ 


when the .price was altered to allow the 


' Australian consumer to get wheat for 4s. 
9d. a bushel, it meant that the consumer 


was eating bread which was not wholly 
paid for. We were told that Australian 
wheat was worth 6s. or 7s. a bushel. But 
the position is this, with regard to the 


three pools: Let us take the selling value — 


of the certificates to-day, and take the 


sums already advanced to us under the - 


three pools—sums which, so far as the 
net return to the farmer is concerned, 
vary according to distance from port. I 
ask honorable members to study the case 
of a man who, in my own instance, was 
250 miles from port. We have received’ 
4s. 25d. a bushel at railway siding for the 
1915-16 pool. We have received 3s. 3d. 
a bushel, both upon the 1916-17 and the 
1917-18 pool, for f.a.q. wheat. But, 
taking the selling value of  cer- 
tificates, and adding it .to the sum 
which we have already received, it means 


that the 1915-16 wheat will pan out at_ 
4s. 3d. a bushel, the 1916-17 wheat at 
os. 6d., and the 1917-18 wheat at 4s. — 
We have sold various quantities, I be-— 


lieve, up to-7s. a bushel in small markets 
which have been tapped by the Austra- 
lian Wheat Board. Yet a close examina- 
tion will show that as to the Australian~ 
consumer who paid cash in advance, 
through the miller, for the wheat con- 
sumed, his quota bore no interest.. And 
for that portion received by the millers 
the ordinary 34d. per bushel paid to out- 
side handling agents was not paid to the 
millers. 
Therefore, the saving in interest and re 
conditioning charges, together with the 
huge losses arising out of reconditioning, 
did not pertain to that portion safely 
conserved in millers’ sheds. . The net 


result, will go to show that the Austra- be 8 
lian consumer has been infinitely the best _ 
customer which the Pools -and the far- 
“We should 
remember, too, that the Australian con-  . 


vA 


ad 


mers have had up to date. 


sumer controls the majority of members 


~ 


at i 
; 


s 


They received 14d. a bushel. go 


of every Parliament; and, consequently, 
the consumer could have prevented the 
system ; of* guarantees from operating. 
And while I do not admit that we make  __ 
money as wheat-growers under these guar- 
antees, yet they assure for us that there. — 


cause of the wholesale commandeering of 
shipping secured under the Act and the 
ever-increasing uncertainty with regard 
to oversea markets and freight. “But to 
leave matters in that hopeless condition 
meant death to us farmers. 

; Mr. Lynch. 


_ cry was uttered’ by 
_ farmers who had sought, 


a5 
=~ shall be no caetial mene ros, ‘and—a’ 
es sper. important point—the value of: our 


landed property is being conserved. 

An outcry was raised against what was 
really a fine idea of the Prime Minister 
(Mr. Hughes)—to repeat-his master-stroke 
of policy when he sold 3,000,000 tons of 
Australian wheat, and got the money 
without delivering a grain of it. That 
false guides of the 
for reasons 


_ chiefly of a business nature, to antagonize 


the Australian farmer against the Aus- 
tralian Wheat Board and the pooling sys- 
tem. Those people know perfectly well 
that the Australian farmeris a very busy 


man, and has not the opportunity to learn 


- cerns. 


_ that they have not taken the farmer more 
into their confidence. 


the inner workings of huge business con- 
It is a great reflection on the 
Australian Wheat Board and the Pools 


‘There would have 


been a much smoother working of the 


whole scheme had that been the case. 
The real grieyances under which farmers 
have suffered have not been voiced by 
these so-called friends of the farmers at 
all. My sympathy goes out to the farmer 
owing- to the uncertainty of the future 


80 far as the Australian wheat market is 
~ eoncerned, 


doubt 


and because of the , 


< _ about ships materializing to take away 


our grain and leave us a profitable price. 


- Among the real grievances of the farmer 


_ Treasurer, the late Lord Forrest. 


which have never been uttered there is, 


first, the disastrous system of scrip-deal- 


Ing “which has been allowed to obtrude 
itself, and which could have been pre- 


Sted had concerted action been taken 


to secure the consideration which this 


~ Parliament could have given to the sub- 


ject. T personally endeavoured to bring 
about means by which security could have 
been afforded and robbery prevented. 
That was when I interviewed the then 
T will 
give an instance of how the robbery 
operated ; and it will also explain to some 
extent how the suspicion developed, re- 
garding which the Acting Prime Minister 


(Mr. Watt) so bitterly complained, in that 


aw 


A 


2% ~ whole matter. 
3 the stock-in-trade of speculators through 


we 


it was being constantly exhibited towards 
the Government in their handling of the 
‘This attitude was part of 


ae country, when once freedom to deal 
ae ppoeat: _ sorip was permitted. They 
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made it their business to belittle the — 
efforts of the Wheat Pool, and to predict 
disaster. People of this character had a 
wondrous field to operate upon because, 
unfortunately, the wheat- -growers had met 
with a tremendous reverse in 1914. Then 
when the 1915-16 crop. came along, and a 
2s. 6d. advance was made—which the 
Wheat Pool alone was able to grant—that 
amount was not sufficient to cover the ex- 
penses of two seasons. specially hard 
was the case of small wheat-growers who 
had all their eggs in one basket—men who — 
were not in a position, not having 
land enough, to go in for mixed 
farming. And the lot of the unfortunate 
share-farmer, who grows over one-third of 
the wheat produced in New South Wales, 
was doubly hard. The army of speculators 
had the rein held pretty tightly upon them 
for a while in Néw. South Wales, but that 
was not the case in Victoria. They 


secured lists containing the names of every 


man holding wheat in the pool, and, pro- — 
fiting by the bitterness which had been 
evoked in New South Wales over the 
Wheat Acquisition Act, they planted the 
germs of discontent and suspicion in the 
minds of the farmers. They bought 
scrip, in many instances—after the 
half-crown had been paid upon it- 
—for a few pence. I will cite the 
case of a poor man who had wheat in the 


‘pool, which, at 6d. a bushel, was worth — 


£75. He had received upon that wheat 
the half-crown’ advance. Then, being 
pressed for money, he gladly accepted 6d. 
a bushel, and got rid of his scrip. That 
wheat has already been paid for up to 4s. 
21d. a bushel, and will probably pan out 
at 4s. 3d., This man parted with the pay- 
able portion of his crop, and about £150 
was taken out of his pocket for the benefit 
of one or more speculators who gambled 
in his scrip. I pointed out to the late 
Lord Forrest that if the Commonwealth 
Government made available to the Chair- 
man of the Wheat Pool in each State 
every three or four months, a sum of 
about £500,000, to be advanced to needy | 
growers at a rate of 8 or 10 per cents—a 
high rate being necessary to drive away : 

‘sharks’’ who could finance themselves | 


on their own land values—in such in- 


stances as I have quoted, farmers would 
thus be able to save themselves from*huge 
Joss and robbery by an expenditure of £8 
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_ or £10 in interest, and even at these high xs 
rates would be saved from such parasites © 


as the speculator who obtained a poor 


farmer’s crop profit of — £150. 
‘these common-sense proposals were 
not accepted, and there was not 


one voice raised .amongst the ealleged 
farmers’ friends in their support. I 
have depended for the last thirty years 
more “upon wheat-growing than upon 
anything else for a livmg. I have made 
a close study of it, and I realized two 
years ago, when travelling in New South 
Wales with the Rural Industries Royal 
Commission, that the position of the 
Australian -wheat-grower would be 4a 
very precarious one at the close of the 
war. I. have therefore advocated that 


every effort should be made to enable the 


unfortunate share-farmers, who are now 
on the rocks, to take upemixed farming. 
They have received no aid whatever from 
the so-called friends of the farmer. 

I heard an honorable member last 
night depicting the fearful condition of 
the wheat industry of Australia at the 
present time. It is true that it is in a 
bad condition, but the reasons given by 
the honorable member were not quite 
correct. The area under wheat has 
diminished, but why has it diminished ? 
One solid reason for it is that the ma- 
jority of these growing wheat who were 


in_a position to turn their lands to a_ 


more profitable use have engaged in the 
‘production of meat and wool. These 
are the practical men, who realized the 


uncertainty of the future with regard to. 


wheat and the shipping facilities for its 
transport to the overseas market. In 
many instances the unfortunate share- 
farmers have been turned adrift, and the 
plants which they have spent eight and 
ten years of their lives in putting to- 
gether, and which represented their only 


assets, have had to be disposed of at a- 


sacrifice. Horses that were worth from £30 
to £40 each can now be bought for from 
£8 to £10, and their machinery is worth 
next to nothing. + These are the men 
wha, are to be pitied, and no provision 
has been made to enable them to take up 
mixed farming. I want to say that the 
sooner the people realize how dangerous is 
the position in regard to wheat-growing, 
_ the better. We have to hope that we shall 
be able to keep our millions of tons of 
Mr. ree 


But — 


manded, and to pa 


Us. per cwt. 


nie maabenaliee rete eee or an 
other by which we can transport it over-. 
seas. But the outlook is net too brilliant 
for usin view of the fact that America se 
has a coming crop of from 700,000,000 to — 
900,000,000 bushels, and a erop of 
2,500,000 bushels of corn. It does not 
seem as if any special facilities are likely __ 
to be afforded for shipping wheat from 
Australia to enable us to compete in the __ 
markets of the world with the highly 
guarantéed crops ery in America and me 
elsewhere. 1a 
Whilst our position is wet hopeless, er . 
is sufficiently grave to excite in us the 
greatest concern. But, knowing the diffi- 
culties with which they are faced to 
finance the thousand and one ventures, — 


‘that are upon their hands, I decline to ask ~ 


the Australian Government to guarantee 
to the wheat-farmers the impossible prices _ 
for their wheat which have been- de- 
them on the spot. [TO 
realize that it would be absurd to ask the 
Government to~give a guarantee in con- 
nexion with our wheat which might ulti- : 
mately land this community in losses — é 
amounting to tens of millions sterling. If — Ss 
the wheat-growers get justice aa fair ta. 
play, and are protected from the ae 
“sharks” who, without protest, have been es 
allowed to play upon them since the in- 
ception of the Wheat Pool, their position _ 
may not be so bad. They should be given 
a larger say as to the practical methods 
by which their wheat is to be conserved. a 
They should be taken fully into the confi 
dence of the Government, and if they are 
given a fair say in the practical adminis-_ 
tration of the Wheat Pool, they will be 
perfectly satisfied. If the farmers are 
protected in those things which-are neces- 
sary for their production, they will receive 
much of the assistance of which they are 
in need. Fancy a small settler having to- 
pay to-day 30s. per ewt. for rock salt ae 
his few sheep when, a few years ago, tl 
article could be obtained for from 6s. 
The cost of everything 2 
that the small farmer requires hi 
creased in like proportion. se 
I ‘have | dealt sepsis at tone 


Ss Na a 


ONE Sehr aagheae 


- Men who ought to know better are trying 
fo poison the minds of the farmers.. I 
‘have no objection to farmers having a 
party of their own in Parliament or else- 
__where if they please. Owing to the un- 
_.bridled desire to mop up the people’s 
birthright throughout the ‘length and 
- breadth of Australia, the genuine settlers 
have been relegated to out-of-the-way 
places, and have_had to carry on their 

- work under such conditions that perma- 
nent prosperity has been denied them. Is 

it any wonder that we should find oppo- 
sition to systems and,principles the adop- 
tion of which has robbed the people of 
-- their ‘birthright? If we are going to 


-. weather the financial storm, we must de 


velop truer and better. systems of produc- 
- fion and distribution. This is. essential 
_-- if we are to make this empty continent 
_ the home of freedom for tens of millions 
of people that it ought to be. If we are 

- - not going to make of this country a cock- 
pit in which we shall fight in sections, to 
the detriment of true advancement, then 
sections of the community must realize 
that it is necessary to sacrifice a part at 


tion of tthe rights of others mustbe main- 
tained. I feel that the very necessities 
of our position begotten of the war will 
work the miracle, and will lead us from 
the path of selfishness which we have so 
long pursued. 3 | s 
2 Tam not a slavish follower of the-Go- 
_.~ yernment.- I differ probably from honor- 
able members on both sides in my ideas 
_. as to how production may be best assisted 
and scientific distribution effected. I may 
differ from a majority even of the people 
who have sent me to this Parliament, but 
_- T shall not toady to them or to any one 
else by denying the opinions [ hold. I 
feel that the Government have made 
many mistakes, and that the interests of 
sections of the community have been 
injured by the meddlesome  officialdom 
. that has ‘been permitted to control 
nage The Government can 
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|) were elected to support the Government 
‘at a crucial time should cut the thread 


of their allegiance at any moment they | 
please. If members of the party on the 
Government side feel that they are wrong, — 
there is a way in which they can express 
themselves. They can maintain their 
prom ses in a way which will result, not 
in injury to the Government or to the — 
country, but to the profit of both. — 


I believe that the members of the Go- 


vernment are not anxious to retain the — 


tremendous special powers thrust upon ~ 
them by reason of the exigencies begotten — 
of the war. They are, I have no doubt, — 
as anxious to be rid of those powers as 
we are anxious that they should be — 
divested of them; but I differ from those 
who think that Governmental interference 
is not essential to production or dis- 
tribution. We need to. evolve a 
system that will be truly scientific — 
and which will induce every man ~ 
and woman in this country to give 


‘the best that is in them to assist in the 


great work of establishing just systems of — 
production and distribution that has — 
been thrust upon this community. 3 


Mr. FOWLER (Perth) [4.26 a.m.].— 
I am quite prepared to admit that criti- — 
cism of the Estimates, after an all-night 
sitting, is not likely to be productive of 
very much improvement; but that is not 
It is a-necessity thrust. upon 
me by the action of the Government, and 
I do not propose to set aside the responsi- — 


“bility I owe to the country and to my 


constituents on that acount. I remember 
that we were promised that this would be — 
a financial session. We have dawdled 
through it for the greater part of the 
time in considering measures which have 
had nothing whatever to do with finance. 
Some of them have been of no great con- 
sequence to the country, and one or two 
of them have been, in my opinion, pre- 
judicial to its interests. Now, almost at 
the last minute, we are expected to tackle ~ 
these Estimates in the spirit in which — 
they ought to be dealt with. a 
There is no doubt whatever that the 
present position, is, one of. grave concern. 
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‘There has never been a time in the his- 
tory of the Commonwealth when a more 
careful and anxious investigation of our 
general financial position has been so 
necessary. 
what airy way in which the Acting Prime 
Minister thrust aside his responsibility in 
the speech which he made. I fully re- 
cognise the anomalous and uncomfortable 
position which the honorable gentleman 
occupies as the acting head of the Go- 
vernment at the present time. I recog- 
nise that circumstances have thrust upon 
him a tremendous amount of work that 


should never be identified with his De- 


partment. I recognize, also, that a great 
deal of the responsibility he is shoulder- 
ing at the present time in relation to our 
finances has come to him by way 
of a damnosa hereditas, to use a 
favorite expression of a _ past able 
and eloquent Treasurer of Victoria, 
and that, therefore, he cannot be held 
responsible for the remarkable amount of 
expenditure that we are asked to put 
through our hands at the present time. 
But when all that has been said, I con- 
fess to .a feeling of disappointment 
that these large Estimates have been 
thrown at us in this fashion, and that 
apparently we are expected to put 
aside our duty as representatives of 
the people. and allow another year~ to 
drift away in the somewhat aimless 
fashion that hag characterized the last 
twelve months. The people of Australia 
are at last face to face with the respon- 
‘sibilities of nationhood. 
human affairs has said that no people has 
ever realized its collective duty and re- 
sponsibilities except under the pressure of 
warfare. Then pressure has brought 
on them these responsibilities with 
which we are now. face to _ face 
for the first time in our his- 
tory. Until the outbreak of war, Aus- 
tralia had perhaps the most enviable posi- 
tion of any country in the world. It had 
a vast territory sparsely populated but 
entirely safe under the flag of the Empire 
from any danger of aggression. The 
people of the Commonwealth enjoyed 
opportunities of progress and prosperity 
under that flag which, perhaps, had never 
been enjoyed by any other nation at any 
time in the world’s history. It is un- 
doubted that*we took advantage to some 
Mr. Fowler. 


Some observer of - 


—~ 


[REPRESENTATIVES.] _ (1918-19) {9 


I regret, therefore, the some- - 


« 


There is one stern fact. from which there — cf 


extent of those opportunities; but it may =~ 
also be conceded that our circumstances — 
were too easy and favorable for us. It 
is not always a good thing for a youth to — 
have been born/ with a silver spoon in his 
mouth, and ip not always good for a 
community to have the easy conditions 
and the absence of responsibility which it 
was the good fortune in one sense, and 
the bad fortune in another, which Austra- 
lia enjoyed until the war broke out. That _ 
war has brought us face to face with 
many grim realities. The agony resulting 
from it has penetrated into hundreds of — 
of thousands of homes throughout 
the Commonwealth.“ [ sincerely hope that 
the effect of these dreadful four years will | 
be to deepen and sober our national life; 
for there is no doubt that it is one of the 
misfortunes of Australia that we have — 
taken our. duties and responsibilities 
somewhat too lightly in the past. -We 
have also drifted, by reason of the war, ~~ 
right into the currents of international | 
issues. We can no longer live an isolated 
and entirely indifferent existence to what 

is going on in the world around us. 

That Elysian state of affairs has come to 

an end with the war, and we are now In- 
volved in large, difficult, and delicate pro~- 
blems, not of our making. and not to our 
liking, but which, nevertheless, require to. 
be handled by our public men with 
courage and ability, and to be watched by — 
the people with intelligence and patriot- 
ism, if the country is to be saved from 
dangers that undoubtedly threaten it even 
now, and are likely to become more immi- — 
nent in the near future. ; 


¥ 


Oo 


It will be neces-  . 


sary for Australia, in, view of these ~ 
altered circumstances, to throw aside mar- —~ 
row sectional views such as have eharac- 
terized many of our people in the past. 
These will have to give place to broader _ 

and. more national convictions of the | 


duty we owe:to each other, to our coun- 
try, and to our Empire. a 

Party interests have in ‘the past too 
often been mistaken for those of the ~~ 
State. We cannot afford to do this any — 
longer, and, above all, our public men 
must speak out earnestly and fearlessly 


See 
on matters which, if allowed to drift as — ree 
they have done, will involve the people of 

Australia in very grave difficulties, 


; . er 
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can be no possible escape. We cannot 
avoid it if we would. Tt will 
be before us merning, noon, and night, 
summer and winter, year in and year out. 
It is the load of debt incurred by Aus- 
tralia on account of the war. | It will 
amount to £350,000,000 before we have 
squared everything up, and means an 
annual charge upon the country of more 
than the total net revenue of Australia in 
_pre-war years. We shall have at least to 
double our net revenue in order to meet 
these obligations; and to a community so 


small-as ours, that is a very serious situa- 


tion to face. It is not, however, a hope- 
less task, and I do not want to appear un- 
duly pessimistic about the situation. There 


- would be no reason whatever to worry 


about it if the people were seized of the 


facts, and if the Government showed any | 
indication of tackling the responsibilities. 


1 have just indicated. I do not want to 
‘attack the Government on this matter. I 
wish it to be understood that my criticism 
is intended to direct them towards those 
"_ steps that they ought to take, but that they 
“have not taken, and do not appear likely 
to take, so far as I am able to view the 
situation. One has only to look back on 
_ the last four years to realize that Parlia- 
-ment has failed-miserably in the duty put 
upon it by the Constitution and the people, 
and that various Ministers have taken 
advantage of that condition of affairs to 
deal with their duties and _ responsibili- 
ties in a manner that is not ereditable 
either to them or to us. I am afraid this 
state of affairs will continue so long as the 
Government remains the master, and not 
the servant, of Parliament. We have seen 
enough during these few years to justify 
a determined attempt by Parliament to 
revert to the true -eonditions of constitu- 
tional government, and to insist that the 
(Government shall not rule, but shall serve, 
Parliament. If the Government refuse to 
accept that situation, they should make 
way for those who are prepared to do the 
» right thing. In matters of adminis- 
tration, where we look to the Go- 
vernment for a lead to the coun- 
try, we find, for the most part, a record 
_ of deplorable failure. The condemnatory 


reports on the administration of the 
| fence and Navy. Departments are 


2 


~ : 


of a character that we cannot afford 
to regard with indifference. To me it is 
a matter of very grave regret that Par- 
hament has not asserted itself as it should, 
and, in the face of those reports, have 
demanded that a change should be made 
in regard to the administration of those 
Departments. For the last twelve months 
recruiting was an absolute farce and make- 
believe. There was nothing but waste in 
the expenditure of public money with 
very insignificant — results. During 
the last nine months of the war, 
the so-called recruiting movement cost 
the country no less than £316,000. 
And _when one recalls the voluntary 
ballot one is almost ashamed to belong — 
to a Parhament that tolerated such a 
thing. se) eae 

When we turn to the Naval Depart- 
ment we do not find a much more satis- 
factory state of affairs. It is true that 
we have curtaile expenditure tempor- 
arily on the Naval Bases, where so much 
money has been wasted already, and in — 
connexion with which there has been so _ 
much mismanagement; but it is singular | 
that the curtailment of expenditure is in” 
relation to those Bases which our adviser — 
at the outset indicated as being the most 
important. of all, and that work is being 
carried on at the third Naval Base, the 
most insignificant of the three, and where 
extravagance and waste has been most 
apparent. J have endeavoured for some 
time to find out the reason for the extra- 
ordinary selection of that little shallow 
backwater known as Hann’s Inlet, in 
Westernport, as a Naval Base. I heard 
she Minister for Defence put the respon- 
sibility on to Admiral Henderson, but 
Admiral Henderson had no more to do 
with it than I had. It seems to have 
been selected by some subsequent autho- 
rity tollowing upor Admiral Henderson’s’ 
general recommendations, and I *epeat 
that. the best thing that could be done 
now is to leave it severely alone, because — 
we shall only -be throwing good money — 
after bad if we continue with the work 
there. Before Hann’s Inlet is made suit- 


able for the functions which it is intended 


to perform, a much greater sum of money 

must be thrown into it than has been in- 
dicated so far. At any rate, I would re- 
mind the Government that their duty in| 
connexion with these Naval Bases is to — 


a. Hoe 
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carry out work on the more important of 
them and to leave the minor Bases se- 
very alone for the present. 

Both in the public press and in the 
House of late there has been a good deal 
of eriticism of repatriation. The Minis- 
ter in charge (Senator Millen) is an able 
man, and he works very hard; but, un- 
fortunately, his Department is ‘smothered 
in red tape. That is always the trouble 
with officialdom, and I am one of those 
who believe that repatriation can be 
carried out more cheaply and efficiently 
by two or three business men, 

- sociated entirely from political activity 
and interference. They should be given 
practically a free hand, limited, of course, 

_ by the general supervision of the Govern- 
-ment. Unfil something of that kind is 

done, I think there will be general dis- 
sabisiaction and friction, with consequent 
waste and unnecessary expenditure. The 

Acting Prime Minister (Mr. Watt) has. 
challenged those members who have at- 
tempted the somewhat unpleasant duty 
of criticising the Government in regard to 
financial matters to show where, in these 
Hstimates, any very considerable sum can 
be saved. I am prepared to admit that 

perhaps there is no particular item of 


any great maonitude that could be struck — 


out; but the difficulty 1s not so much that 
there is any huge hole in the ship as that 
there is a large number of little leaks 
through which waste is occurring. I 
would have been very glad if the Govern- 
ment had taken the hint given by the hon- 
orable member for Eden-Monaro and had 
withdrawn the Estimates in order to dis- 
cover some of the leaks and give a 
lead to the country in the matter of 
economy. As a rule, when a business is 


going back, the very first thing the respon- — 
to look. around 


sible heads to do is 
and see where the little leaks are, 
-and there generally they find. the 
real cause of all the ~ trouble. 
_ That is undoubtedly our position as a 
Commonwealth to-day. Here, there, and 


everywhere throughout the Estimates are 


indications of leakages which, in the aggre- 


gate, amount to a very considerable sum . 


indeed; but more important than the 
actual Joss of money is the moral effect, 
“because, as I have said, the Government 


ought to give a lead to the people in - 


economical et Se 
Mr, Fowler. 4 Oy 
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~ phase ‘of their duty altogether. - 


dis- 


and when, of course, the position was not 
‘so serious as it is at the present time. 


know well enough that newspaper men, if 


_as well as any publicity officer can do i 
‘Representatives of the newspapers are 


colour it as they oS -and do 


oi © 
When — E 5 
we look around and see the numer- 
ous Boards and Committees that have 
been appointed everywhere, the attitude — : 4 
of the Government appears to be the very | 
abnegation of Ministerial responsibility. : 
Some of those Boards are, of course, i 2 
necessary ; but little justification can bo 
shown for many others, and there seems 
to be an absolute indifference on the part . 
of Ministers as to the need for eager 
and efficiency in administration. od 

There is a large fleet of Ministerial ES 
motor ears. I°am quite sure that the — 
country could be just as well served if we 
dispensed with the Government motor 
garage, with its chauffeurs and motor ~< 
cars, and engaged cars from the ordinary __ 


Ministers | ignore. 


appear to 


commercial garages when Ministers really _ 


require such conveyances. Some seven 
years ago I called attention to the com- — 

mencement of this state of affairs-I ra 
might,. indeed, refer to it as a seandal— - 


When we have reports of these cars being 
“discovered in circumstances that un- a 
doubtedly indicate that they are not being 
used on the work of the. country, it is — 
about time the Government took the mat- 
ter into serious consideration. te 
The appointment of publicity officer? 
is another innovation for which there is 
no justification whatever. When I asked 
a question concerning the nature of thei 
work, I was given to understand that the 
were engaged in the preparation of mat 
ter for publication in the press. But we 


they are given any chance whatever, are — 
glad enough to publish all matters of — 
public interest, and will lick any state- 
ment into shape for the public just 


the Publie Departments all the time lo 
ing for information which, we und 
stand, these publicity officers are que ) 
to be ‘handing out.. Ng 
Mr. Marurws.—But the new! 


the truth. *' 


; Departments or ; Ministers i in a particular 

=. - form, 

‘3 = Mr. Wisnewe —They dor it-wery day. 
Mr. FOWLER.—tThey do not. 


to agree with that statement. I have 
had a good deal to do with the press in 


= career, and I must say that I have never 
found pressmen outraging the canons of 
honour and public decency. The real 
trouble is this: There appears to be 

the necessity, In the opinion of Min- 
-isters nowadays, to advertise not 
work they are doing, but themselves. 
-.. And= so publicity officers have been 
taken from their previous - ‘positions on 


the public, but to ‘‘ boost”? the 
asters under whom they are working. 
; Mr. Fenton. — How many publicity 
officers have been appointed? 
Mr. FOWLER. — We know that the 
Prime Minister (Mr. 
of these gentlemen when he went to Lon- 
don, and we age also, that he ap- 
pointed another fill the ° position 
vacated by the ee 
left Australia. How many more there 
are I do not know, but that there 
should be any I entirely deny. I have 
in my hand an indication of the work 
done by these officers. It is 


and it purports to give information as to 
what Mr. Hughes has been doing since 
he left Australia. I do not want to 
read it right through, but I shall give 
— one or two extracts dealing with the 
a - alleged activities of the right honorable 
gentleman. The report states— 

“When Mr. Hughes left Australia he was 


prepared to inquire into a very large number 
of matters the possibility of selling 


great quantities of Australian products are now . 


ae a occupying his attention. * 
_. The grammar is not very good, but oe 
- Pie oe will be ame The state- 
‘continues— 


= Among other things Mr. Giagice 3 is inquir- 
pe ing into the possibility of selling further sup- 
 plies:of Australian butter, and also of selling 
eather. Mr. Hughes is also~dealing with 
_ the question of shipping control as it affects 
Me Australia. In this connexion he is now 
__ inquiring into the possibility of alleviating the 
oie position which faces ,the austen 
pete trade He: in South Africa. 


The ert statement is— 


Ihave 
‘a higher regard, for the cnewsapers and ° 
the gentlemen employed on the press than 


one way or another during my political 


the — 


eS _ newspapers to serve, not the interests of 
z Min- 


Hughes) took one ~ 


one when he: 


headed 
‘Prime Minister’s Activities Abroad,’ 


The Prime Minister is also giving . his atten- 
tion to the prospect of selling further quanti- — 
ties of Australian wheat abroad, and to the 
possibilities of lifting the wheat that has been — 
purchased by the Imperial authorities, and is — 
at present awaiting’ shipment from Australia. 
At the Same time he is inquiring into the pos- 
sibility of selling Australian metals, including 
copper and zinc, and also the rarer metals, _ 
such as molybdenite and tungsten. 


Other negotiations are pending: This list 


of activities proceeds— = = 


The Prime Minister is also oaetay inquiries 
into the supply of material for shipbuilding aE: 
Australia from America and Great Britain— 
inquiries rendered necessary by the delay that 
is taking place in the construction of ships — 
here owing to the slow arrival of certain mate- 
rial from abroad, He is also looking into ae 
building matters generally, and into the build- _ 
ing of conerete vessels in Britain, having al- 
ready ‘made some inquiries upon the latter point. ~ 
in America on his way to Great Britain. He is 
also investigating the issue of export licences 
in both the: United States and Great Britain, | 
in view of the fact that large quantities of. 
goods and material are at present. held up 
abroad which are urgently required by manu-_ 
facturers and traders in the Commonwealth; 
while the possibility- of obtaining machinery, — 
yarns, and other requisites for the expansion — 
of the woollen trade in Australia is another — 
task upon which he is engaged, in addition to 
questions relating to the “general organization — | 
of trade, industry, and commerce in the Em- - 
pire, and the representation of the Common” . 
wealth in the United States. 


That is a list of activities which 1t is quite — 
impossible for any one man to under-— 
take, and, in view of the fact that the © 
Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) was busily 
occupied in work of another kind during 
most of the time, one may take this as an 
instance of what a publicity officer can 
achieve in the way of boosting the honor- 
able gentleman to whom he owes his posi- 
tion. But it is a state of affairs that is 
not- creditable, either to Ministers or to. 
Parliament, and it ought to be put an 
end to. We have managed to get along 
for a number of years without these pub- — 
licity officers, and there is no reagon for 
introducing them into the Commonwealth 
Service at the present time. 

Mr. Poynron.—For a long tnd the. 
Prime Minister has been endeavouring ae 
get ships to come to Australia, and ac- ~ 
cording to~ authentic cablegrams which’ 
came to hand yesterdav. there are eighty-— 
five of them coming here. It will also be 
seen in the newspapers that the very 


\ 
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thing about which the honorable mem- 


ber is complaining—the issue of export 
heences—has been removed, allowing 
American goods to come here also, 

Mr. FOWLER.—I do uot admit that 
these activities are dueentirely, or to any 
great extent, to anything the Prime 
Minister may be doing at Home. 


Mr. Poyvnron.—The honorable member — 


__ does not seem to give the Prime Minister 
- eredit for anything. 

- Mr. FOWLER.—I give as much credit 
to the Prime Minister as he deserves; but 
IT am not prepared to accept him at his 
own estimate, or even at the estimate of 
him held by many of his admirers. 

During the last two years there has 
been an unfortunate tendency.on the part 
of Ministers to imitate the activities of 
other countries. America commenced 
building wooden ships, 
commence building them also, though I 
am atraid we have entered upon a some- 

what unprofitable line of activity in that 
direction. 

Mr. Poynton. The honorable member 
did not protest against the building of 
wooden ships. On the other hand, he was 
very eager to have them built in Western 
Australia also. . 

Mr. FOWLER.—I did my. best to put 
the honorable member’s proposition on a 
business-like footing; but I still say there 
was a possibility that it would not turn 
out successfully from a commercial stand- 
pomt. 1 do not know whether we have 
yet commenced the building of concrete 
ships; but it was one of the ideas of the 
Prime Minister to do so. 

Mr. Pornron.—Nothing has been done 
in that regard. 

Mr. FOWLER.—I am very glad to 
hear the Minister’s statement. We can- 
not afford to make these experiments. 
It is much 
_ other countries and follow safely in 
the rear. However, in some regards 
we are going one better than other 
countries. For example, let us take 
the strange and somewhat mysterious 


transaction in connexion with the Blythe- 


- River iron deposits. _The Acting Prime 
‘Minister has given us to understand that 
he thas some scheme in his mind in regard 
to that project, but it.is about time he 
told us what it is. In any case, the coun- 


e wie vin 


and we had to 


better to leave them to - 


try has been Committed by. the. sige eae 
ment to an expenditure of £3,000 upon 
an option on a property which thas been 
on the market begging for a “buyer for. 


‘many years past. _ oy , 


Mr, Frenron. —Is not an expert being — 
imported to éxamine’ the deposits? 

Mr. FOWLER. —Yes; - but why an 
Option should be rushed through i in regard 
to a property which apparently no one 
else wanted is a mystery to me. Ag a 
matter of fact, there are other, iron de- 
posits which are being worked in Aus-— 
tralia, admittedly better commercial pro- 
positions, which will furnish all the iron 
required in the Commonwealth for avery 
long time to’ come, and -the Govern- 
ment ought to show more justifica- 
tion than they have so far 
if they seriously contemplate the pur-— 
chase of this somewhat doubtful pro- 
position at a cost of £100,000. So far, — 
they will not give us any indication of 
what they propose to do with the property 
when they do buy it. The country should — 


_ not be asked to expend money on a scheme 


about which there is so much secrecy. . 
There is another matter upon which I 
speak with a considerable amount of hesi- 
tation. All work carried on by the Go- 
vernment requires tightening up. There 
is no doubt that for some years past there — 


ghas been a general slackness in the activi- 
ties under Government control. 


When fe > 
we were supposed to be busily engaged : 
fitting up transports fo take our ee 
away, I was told by a gentleman who 
employs a considerable amount of labour, _ 
that a man whom he had known for a2 Be 
good many years came to him,for a job. 
He said to the man, “ I thought you were | 
working on one of the transports at Wil- 
liamstown.” ~ “Yes,” said the man, “I 
was on one of the transports, and I stood 

it for four days, but I had to get out. 

You can believe me or not, but. I am tell 
ing you the truth when L say that'll T 
did in this four days was to scrub the. a 
top of a table oceasionally when one of — ar 
the bosses came along.” ‘oe 


on the- ship used to sweep the deck in 
similar circumstances, that is, when | ae re 
bosses were about, and that when — 

the — bosses’ “backs ae turned: mee as 


deck again, 


aoe oe ee ess 
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thi sw thes sweepings all over the 
“so that 


be swept up on the next occasion when 


~ attention was supposed to be directed to-~ 


wards his occupation. No doubt this 
state of affairs has been fairly general. It 


is undoubtedly a disadvantage, not only — 


to the country, but also to those men who 
are anxious to give a fair day’s work for 


their wages. It puts them in a false posi-. 
tion. 


In the interests of these honest 
workers, and in the interests of Australia, 
the Government should see ‘that. «super- 
eee wee @ 

vision generally is tightened up, all 
through the Service. and that 20s. worth 


of work is given for 20s. in wages. 


ters. 


Civil servants in the outlying States do 
not.enjoy the opportunities for promotion 
that are enjoyed at headquarters. It is 


a notorious fact that men have been ap-- 


pointed to responsible positions in the 
Commonwealth Service because they have 
been able to pull the coat tails of Minis- 
This is a most undesirable state of 
affairs. Men closely associated. with 


_ Ministers have a much better chance of 


appointment than have abler men at a 
distance from headquarters, It is a 


misfortune to men in outlying States that 


promotion does not come their way, while 


_ others less deserving secure it because 
they happen to be associated with Muinis- 
* ters, or are employed at head-quarters. 


All positions, without exception, in the 
Public Service should be under the con- 
trol of the Public Service Commissioner. 


No Minister should have the right to ap- 


point a man who may ‘have ingratiated — 


himself into his good opinion, but may 
not be by any means the right person for 
a position to be filled. - 

The failure of industrial legislation has 


become painfully apparent to the most 


nut has often been found to be 


indifferent. Many years back we made 
earnest efforts to. create a eondition in 
regard to our law that would secure in- 
dustrial peace in» the community, and 
secure to all ithe workers a court of appeal 
that would be satisfactory to them, and 
at the same time satisfactory to em- 
ployers. There is no doubt we have 
failed. We have erected a huge steam- 
engine, in many cases, to crack the pro- 
verbial nut, and even when cracked the 
empty. 


~ 


they might 


That is to say, there may be a small dis- _ 
pute in which a mere handful of men are » 
involved with a particuar employer, but — 
that dispute cannot be settled on the — 


merits of its actual dimensions. It has ; 
_to be regarded as a difficulty between a_ 


large union and a body of employers, and 


if it is to be dealt with in the Common- 
wealth. Court of Arbitration it has to be 


in some artificial way slopped over from 
one State to another. * ie 

Mr. Poynron.—Since’ shipbuilding has 
commenced, we have settled about forty- 


five @isputes by the tribunal which has 


been appointed. De 


Mr. FOWLER.—I know that there has. 


been a rough-and-ready method of deal- — 


ing with those disputes, and the Govern- 
ment are to be congratulatéd on the adop- 
tion of it. It is precisely on that. 
particular principle that I make the 
suggestion that wherever there 18% 
trouble between an employer and em-_ 
ployees, the dispute should be regarded as 
concerning the immediate parties to 1t. 
If a body of twenty men have a dispute — 
with an employer, that body of twenty 
men ‘should be regarded for the purposes 
of conciliation and arbitration as a union. 


Of course the Court could have power to ~ 


make a common award, if necessary... Let 
us make the Court cheap, and immediate — 
in its action, and we shall confer a tre- 
mendous advantage, not only to the work- 
ing man and his employer, but also to 
the country generally. 

Mr. Consiprne.—In the case of a local 
dispute involving twenty men, should the 
local union be ignored ? 

Mr. FOWLER.—I do not say so; but 
I say that the dispute should be dealt — 
with as one affecting the men immediately 
concerned, and no others; and that the 
men who have a dispute with their em- 
ployers ought to be regarded as an orgami- - 
zation. 


Mr. Constinrnze.—Would it not meet . 


‘the honorable member’s views if the 


matter was confined to the local organi- 
zation ? ‘ 
Mr. FOWLER.—It would be better t 
do so than to have the present huge dimen- 
sions given to our industrial struggles. I 
am not laying down any hard-and-fast 


& 
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Tires ee am - merely- a the adop- 
tien ne a different principle in place of 


a method which has proved an absolute | 


fe ailure. 


“Mr. Constp1ivz.—I was anxious to know ° 


ae the honorable member spoke of twenty — 
men whether they were unionists or non- 


‘unionists. 


Mr. FOWLER.—I am not ocd 
whether they are members of an official 
union or not. My concern is whether 

they have a legitimate difficulty with their 


~ employers, -and if 


they have, I consider - 


that they should be regarded as a‘wnion 
for the purpose of approaching the Court.” 


The drift of my 


speech is not so much 


t6 attack the Government or challenge it, 
as to show the necessity for putting our 


house in order. 


I complain that the 


Government have not shown sufficient 1 in- 
tention of doing so. 


Mr. Pisin 


—“ Tn my Father's 


# house there are many mansions.’ 


Mr. FOWLER.—My mansion has not 
yet appeared on the horizon. I do not 
think it ever will appear. I have 
ploughed a somewhat lonely furrow in 
the whole of my political career, not to 
my personal advantage, but, I believe, to 


the advantage of my electors, and, per- 


haps, in some little degree, to the advan- 
tage of the country. I shall continue 
along that course as long as I take any 


part in public life. 
put our house 
should indicate to 


Not only should we 
in order, but we 
the ‘State Parliaments 


that it is about time they carried out the 


implied obligation 


that was entered into 


when If ederation- was undertaken. 
When the Australian States federated it 
was understood that the State Parlia-” 
‘ments would reduce their membership, 
their cost, and, perhaps, their activities 
precisely in proportion to the work taken 
over by the Commonwealth. Speaking 
generally, no such cutting down of ex- 
penditure has been made by them. They 
have carried on practically with all their 


- paraphernalia of 
many members as 


with two Chambers, and with the same 


statis of officials. 
of Federation has 


ference in the cost of governing the 


States. 


sovereignty, with as. 


prior to Federation, 


In short, the adoption 
made no material dif- 


“will be thanktnl to them, and that it will © 


SMES Onreniies [the ‘State Parliae cs se 
ments all want serapping. — oe 

Mr.. FOWLER. —I do not agree eee 
that; but it is about time that State Par- ee i 


liaments realized as well as the F ederal os 
Parliament that they have a certain 
amount of fesponsibility in this regard, 
and that while we must apply the knife — 
to every item of unnecessary sete 


it is their duty also to do the same. But 


while during the next few years there 


will be a tremendous strain on our 


financial resources, we must be care- — 
ful. to avoid an ‘indiseriminate cheese 
paring policy. We must deal not | 
economically, but generously, with our 
returned soldiers who have fought our 
battles abroad so bravely and unselfishly. 
That is one reason why I ask the Go- 
vernment at. the present time to curtail 
expenditure in other. directions \where : 
economy may be safely practised. We 
do not want any unnecessary In-— 
crease of the Public Service. — We 
do not want a continuance or purely 
ornamental functions; we do not want — 
waste and extr avagance in any direction. — 
If the Government will look about, find — 
these things, and-deal with them wher- ~ 
ever they are, I feel sure that the country 


turn the corner and reach onee more the 
high road of prosperity, without any un- 
due sacrifice being demanded of the: 
people. moses 
Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Pony Sy 
[5.23 aam.].—I was surprised to hear the 
honorable member for Perth (Mr. — 
Fowler) take the Governinent to task for = = g 
having tried to make the best of the cir- 
cumstances in which we found ourselves = “ 
by proceeding to construct wooden ships. ene 
My complaint against the Government is 
that they did not make an earlier start 
with the work. : a 
Mr. Povwrone—No « one knew that the —_ 
armistice would bs signed as oe as os 
was. : 


one, shall not nan the Gavan 
for what they have done in the direct 
of building wooden ships. My on 
gret is that the ships are not now ¢ 
off the stocks so that we might ; put | 
at an early oie to. pitas 


euas 


= eat pee ‘at wooden owe will prove 


useless, and, in any event, it is too late 


now ms Beeieiai the Government, since. 


all parties were agreed that something 


-— 


x 
x 


= _ waste and ‘extravagance. 


ised 


some very foolish mistakes. 


should be done-in the direction of build-— 


“ing such vessels. 


As to the demand for economy, I ie: 


aha the Government will not be led astray 
by the newspapers. The Age newspaper, 
more especially, has laid itself out to ruin 
Australia. That may not be its inten- 
tion, but if its advice be followed with 
respect of public expenditure, ruin will 
undoubtedly take place. 

Mr. Pornron.—If we are not very 


eareful we shall have the biggest unem-_ 


ployed problem that we have ever had to 
solve. 


Mr. MATHEWS. —Undoubtedy. The 


Age is largely read, and is-well conducted 
_ by capable literary men who know how 
to run a newspaper in their own interests. 
They care not what is the result of any 


policy adopted by them as long as it tends 


to the success of their own publication. 
_ They are prepared to take up any poli- 
tical party whose policy they are per- 
mitted to mould, and to attack any party 
that is not ready to allow them to do that. 
_ They charge the present Government with 
I am not going 
to say that the Government have not made 
~ Waste of 
money is of no use to any country; but I 
think that the Age should be fair, and 
_ that in dealing with the great. increase 
that has taken place in public expenditure 


they should show that the war has been: 


largely responsible for it. As it is, the 
Age is trying to stop expenditure even on 
reproductive works. If it succeeds, the 
result will be chaos. 

I invite Victorians to recall what’ hap- 
pened in the early 90’s, when the Patter- 
son Government were in power. That 
was a Government of economy. Public 
servants were dismissed in a wholesale 
fashion, and the expenditure of the State 
was enormously reduced. The result was 
that we had a city of empty houses and 
grass-grown streets. In New ‘South 
- Wales, the effect of the land boom would 


Ae have beet felt to the same extent as in 


rae Victoria but for the-action of the State 


x Government. 


In the first Bate the Go- 
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ee of New South Wales came to 
the assistance of the banks, and took steps — 
to prevent them from closing down. I 
have no particular interest in the capi- 
talistic section of the community. My 
support does not come from that quarter, 

nor is it likely to do, but I know that in 

the early 90’s thousands of men were 

thrown out of work in this State, and the 
wages of first class tradesmen came down ~ 
to about 5s. per day, merely because the 
Government followed an unusual policy 
of public economy in public expenditure. 
In New South Wales, the old gentlemen 
of the Legislative Couneal actually stayed 
up all night to pass a Bill to prevent the 
banks from closing their doors, and the 
State Government borrowed money for 
reproductive purpose. Under that policy 


_the crisis which followed the boom there 


was hardly felt, whereas in Victoria there 
was so much distress that fully 100,000 ~ 
people had to seek employment elsewhere. 
Mr. Fowizr.—There was not in New 
South Wales the wild land speculation 
that took place here. _ | 
Mr. MATHEWS.— The 
member is mistaken.. 
to-day is to be seen a great cantilever 
bridge stretching over an arm of the har- 
bor, and absolutely unused. That bridge 


honorable 


_was built during the old boom days by a 


land syndicate, of which the Duke of 
Manchester was a member, and which 
had the idea of creating a new Sydney in 
that part- of the metropolis. That 
land company alone expended nearly 
£1,500,000. This illustrates my conten- 
tion that land speculation was indulged — 
in just as largely by the people of New 
South Wales as it was in this State. 

Mr. Grecory.—The amendment was 
so quietly disposed of in our absence a 
little while ago that. I desire to eall atten- 
tion to the fact that there is not a quorum 
present: (Quorum formed.) 

Mr. MATHEWS.—In the early 90’s 
I, with thousands of-other Victorians, had 
to seek a livelihood in another State. The 
gold discoveries of Western Australia at 
that time practically saved Victoria from 
a complete smash. Those who were at- 
tracted from this State to the West by 
the discovery of gold, sent to their wives 
and families here hundreds of thousands 
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of pounds in postal notes and money 
orders. 

Mr. Powtas. And thousands of big 
orders from. Western Australia were also 
placed in Victoria. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—That is so. I re- 
peat that Victoria was practically ruined 
in the early 90’s by the so-called 


economy practised by the Patterson Go- 
vernment; and that if the Ministry and 
the Parliament of the Commonwealth are 
not strong enough to fight the press with 
regard to its demand for economy, we shall 
have a recurrence of what then took place. 

The Age has put the case for economy 
most unfairly, and, as a matter of fact, 
should have been dealt with under the 
War Precautions Act for its unfair cri- 
ticism of the Government. It blames the 
Government for failing to practise eco- 
nomy in directions in which economy 
should not be practised. During the last 
four years we have borrowed enormous 
sums to spend on the war, and have in 
this way created a situation that will re- 
quire all the ingenuity of Parliament to 
overcome. If Australia is to return to 
normal conditions, we must have a large 
public expenditure. If we practised the 
economy urged by some of the newspapers 
we should have chaos. If it cost us 
£300,000,000 to play our part in the war, 
we must be prepared, if necessary, to 
spend £300,000,000 on peace. It will not 
be necessary to expend that amount, but 
we shall find it imperative to incur a very 
large expenditure if a most serious depres- 
sion is to be avoided. 

Coming to the question of repatriation, 
will the Age newspaper and others urge 
economy in that direction? Will they 
expect from the returned soldier the 
same return that they demand from 
men who have not been _ incapaci- 
tated or had their industrial life 
disturbed? We understand repatriation 
to mean restoring the soldiers to the 
position they occupied before they went 
abroad. I believe they should be given 
even better positions. We know that 
prior to the war the majority of the 
workers were casually employed, working 
on the average not more than eight months 
in the year. Men were promised all sorts 
of things if they would fight for the Em- 


pire. On their return are thee to be CX-" 
pected to work only eight months in the — 
year? No honorable members will reply — 
in the affirmative to that question. Our 
soldiers must be kept fully occupied, and 
fully paid for the work they do. If that 
is done, other men who did not go to the 
war, the fathers and elder brothers of the 
soldiers, may be given only about five or 
six months’ work in the year. It is the 
duty of a Government to find work all the 
year round for the wage-earning class, 
and that will not be done under the pre- — 
sent system unless we continue the expen- 
diture of money on reproductive works. 
But to-day we are economising. There is 
uo likelihood of losing money that is spent 
in proper directions. Consider the oppor- 
tunities in the building trade alone! Do a 
not honorable members know that there 
are not enough dwellings in Australia to 
house the peop as they ought to be 
housed ? 

Mr. Hector Lamonp.—We could easily 
spend £50,000,000 in housing the people. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—Of course we could. 
But we canot expect the returned soldier 
to give at once a full return for the 
money he will receive, and the Repatria- 
tion Department must aU Dee at 


“wages. 


Mr. Fow.ter.—No one will expect PM stati 
full measure of work from the returned eee 
soldier. aes 

Mr. MATHEWS.—Then this Parlia- 
ment will need to stand up to the silly 
cry of economy and fight those people who 
are trying to bring about a recurrence — 
of the disastrous conditions that obtained —_ 
in the early nineties. I am certain that 
if anything of that sort is attempted a . 
crisis will arise. We are talking of the 
housing system for the returned ‘soldiers. 
I hope it will be a comprehensive scheme 
which will give equal consideration to ali 
soldiers. If that is done it will relieve 
considerably the housing problem. es 

Mr. Grecory.—I again enter my pro 
test by calling attention to the state of were 
the House. (Qworwm formed). tes 

Mr. MATHEWS.—I should: like to he 
draw the attention of the Acting Minister 
for the Navy (Mr. Poynton) and the 
Assistant’ Minister for Defence (M fas 
Wise) to one phase of the housing» ques- 
tion. i have been Jed to *beliewes Sai Sa ag 


ae . 
oe 


~ 


. papers, 
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members of our permanent Defence Forces 
who joined the Australian Imperial! 
Force, and who, on their return, will 
continue to be members of the permanent 
navy or army organizations, will not be 
allowed to avail themselves of the housing 
scheme. : eee 
‘Mr. Poynron.2—I think that statement 
is wrong, eae 
Mr. MATHEWS.—I have Ween _in- 
‘formed that that is the case. | 
’ Mr. Poyntron.—I shall make Anquiries. 
Mr. MATHEWS .—1I hope the Minister 


~ will, because we shall not have an oppor- 


tunity of dealing with this question for 
some time, unless the Housing Bill is 
passed. before the House goes into recess. 
Both the permanent navy depot and the 


military depot are in my electorate, and 


Tam naturally interested in this question. 
The proposed exclusion of members of the 


permanent forces from the benefits of the © 
scheme seems unfair. 


We are told that the Commonwealth 


- Government cannot engage in any venture 


for supplying the public with com- 
-modities. If that is the constitutional 
position the sooner they acquire the neces- 
sary power in that direction the better. 
Without that power they will not be able 
to repatriate the soldiers. The establish- 


ment, of new industries and the extension 
_ of existing ones are necessary, and‘if any 


Money is to be lost in the initial stages of 


_ mew industries it is better that the Go- 


vernment should lose it as part of the 
scheme of repatriation. I am afraid that 
the Government may yield to the popular 
ery for economy. Some sections of the 
public are led like sheep by the news- 
_which are putting increased 
venom into their articles because they 
fear that they are in danger of losing 
their hold on the public. If the people 
are misled by the press on the question it 
will be the duty of every Government and 
every member of Parliament to show that 
the economy cry is a foolish one, and 
that it will bring in its train distress and 


a repetition of the serious conditions of ° 
the early nineties. 


Iam sorry that some 
honorable members on this side do not 


_,- agree with me and are assisting the Bol- 
_ sheviks on the Government benches in de-. 
- manding economy. 
members who think that economy in pub- 
Tie expenditure is essential succeed in 


If those honorable 


ete 
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overawing the Government, trouble will 


arise. The soldiers will not be repatriated 
as they ought to be, and the public will 
suffer. te 

I desire, to say a few words regarding. — 
the War Precautions Act, especially in 
its relation to the censorship of the press 
and other publications and the imprison- 
ment. of individuals. I think. it is time — 
that the Government discontinued the 
silly policy of gaoling men who differ 
from them politically, and ceased the 
foolish cry of ‘‘ Stop these traitors to our 
country.’? We have in our midst Mr. 
Peter Simonoff. He was selected by the 
Russian residents of Australia as their 
representative, but under the War Pre- 
cautions Act his personal activities have 
I do not think that re- 
striction was necessary, even while the — 
war was in progress; the Government 
thought otherwise. Simonoff was prose- 
cuted and sentenced. His case will 
shortly come up for review. I do not 
know) whether the Government intend te 
vindictively- punish that man because he 
broke the law, but no good end can be 
served by imprisoning him, especially as 
he is desirous of leaving Australia. In 
fact, as the honorable member for Bar- 
rier (Mr. Considine) explained, Simonoff 
paid portion of his boat fare from Aus- 
tralia, but was prevented from leaying 
our shores, and the shipping company 
Surely no 
one desires that Australia shall be charged — 
with some of the crimes of which we are 
charging other countries. We are told — 
that some other peoples have done this 
sort of thing, but I do not swallow all 
that the press tells us. I do know that 
Simonoff is a good-living and peaceful 
man, and that he holds strong political 
views. The Government have no more 
right to desire to gaol him than I would 
have to desire to imprison some member 
on the Government side. The House will 
be adjourning this week, and there will 
be no further opportunity of dealing with 
this case. I hope the Government will 
not stain their character by sending this 
man to gaol. There can be no necessity - 
for such a course. The war is over, and 
this man ought to be allowed to leave 
Australia, or even to remain if he desires 
to do so. Surely we can now allow the 
bitter feelings of the past to die out and 
adopt a saner policy, . 
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In Sydney, between the years 1893 
and 1896, I worked with a German 
named Hermann. He has a son, Paul 
Hermann. I knew Hermann, senior, 
“well. He. was born in Pomerania. 
This man left Germany because he de- 


tested the German laws and military sys- 


tem, and the boy, when he arrived, was 
only four months old. There were two 
other brothers, both of whom enlisted; 
but one was afterwards rejected for some 
reason of which I am not aware. The 
elder brother is now in business in Syd- 
-mey, and four weeks ago, after the war 
was over, somebody discovered that he 
had never been naturalized. His brothers, 
of course, haying been born here, are 
Australians; but, he, despite the early age 
at which he arrived here, was arrested 
and interned as a German. In time of 


war, of course, the Government might be » 


able to show some justification for intern- 
ing such men, but we all know that some 
have been detained unnecessarily.  ad- 
mit the possibility that amongst the men 
interned are those who were desirous of 
working detriment to the Allies and the 
‘Empire; at any rate, I know several sus- 
picious cases. However that may be, by 
no stretch of the imagination could any 
suspicion be attached to thisyman. He 
has a wife and family, and a business in 


Sydney, and by his detention his family~ 


will suffer, and his business will “ go to 
the dogs.” I pleaded on his behalf with 
the Department, but I was informed that, 
although he was only four months old 
when he arrived, he is regarded as an 
enemy alien, and must. remain interned. 


I do not know where this sort of thing 


is going to end, but if it is continued it 
will show that we are not acting up to 
_ that standard of civilization at which we 
aim. It is useless, of course, to expect 
that the Government will alter their de- 


termination in these matters, but I can-. 


‘not help regarding the internment of this 
man as a positive crime. He is ruined 


“I suppose I must leave the matter as it 

stands. I have had an opportunity of 

visiting the internment camp at Can- 

berra, and I believe the internees are 

looked afier very well. Of course, they 

do not live in up-to-date piles a the 
Mr. Mathews. 
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tion 


- with-economic and industrial matters ha 
financially, and impaired in health; and ~ : 


privacy ae enjoy ‘is. nek ie it might rs 
be, but still the accommodation is very 
fair. Several had nothing to say against 
the Government, but merely wished that. = < 
the war was over in order that they might — 

be free. They recognised that they were 

being treated, perhaps, better than might — = 
have been expected under the circum- 
stancesysbut they. felt the loss of their — fs 
liberty. To. cep fhese men longer than 
is necessary is not showing that good feel- __ 


ing that might be looked for felis the 


circumstances. er, 
Tt is useless for the Government to try 
to evade their responsibility in regard to 
the censorship. The other day I eniea 
Youred to get an answer from the Acting ~ 
Prime Minister (Mr. Watt) 1n regard to 
a certain article which had ~been re- 
printed from an English paper in the — 
Argus and Age of the 16th of this month, — 
We, on this side, fromm evidence in our a 
possession, are. ‘of opinion that the war 
could have been over earlier, and that 
Britain was one of the principal causes 
of the delay of peace., We ought to hae 
been allowed to express that opinion, but | 
were prevented. Now, however, in the 
article to which I refer, it is said that 
when the Allies were winning they would 
not hear of peace, and that when: Ger- 
many, apparently, was on the victoriou 
side, Ludendorf would not hear of peace 
Why is the Labour and Socialistic press — 
not allowed to print similar articles? The — 
circulation ofthe Age and Argus far ex- 
ceeds that of ¢ any Labour journal; and 
why this censorship of the Labour pres 
is continued in this unfair way I canno 
imagine. Some few weeks ago the Actin 
Prime Minister réceived a deputa-_ 
introduced by myself, the pro- 
ceedings of which had an unfortunate end-~ 
ing. The deputation showed the disad- 
vantages under which the Labour and — 
Socialistic press labours in this connexion 
and pointed out that many works dealin 


ie ie: te aA 


been suppressed. Again, I cannot u 
stand why the Government should 1 
hold this literature, which is _ 
_by many people in Australia. _ 
assured by the Acting Prin 
that the Government does. 2 


this censoring is going on. It is foolish 
. a enough to prevent. Labour. ete oh 
- from” ‘publishing original articles, but it is 


still more foolish to prevent reprinting. 
articles that have already appeared in 


the British and other press. : 
Mr. Constprnzr.—Are the Argus and 
Age not British newspapers? — 
Mr. MATHEWS.—I do not know ; 
_ there is such a thing as British fair play, 


and that is what one-does not get from | 


either of these papers, if one happens to 
disagree with them, politically or other- 
wise. 
Acting Prime Minister to be 
at this hour of the morning, in view 
_ of the strenuous time he has had, and, 
im any case, I know that anything I say 
would have very little effect. I should 
like, however, one of the Ministers to 
| look into this matter of the suppression of 
literature. and have these books examined 
_ by some common-sense person. 
Mr. Poynton.—I think instructions 
have been given for a number of these 
_ books to be released. I fancy a letter was 
pot to that effect the other day. 
_. Mr. MATHEWS.—I believe that some 
= ies been released ; and I can assure the 


here 


are such as “could be read and agreed with 
_ by honorable members on both sides of 
the House, and could not possibly be of 
any detriment to the Empire. 
ess question of some importance is the 
delay in handing the returned soldiers 
their deferred pay. In this regard I have 
received the following communication :— 


‘Referring to the matter of the deferred pay 


as mentioned by you in the Hgyse, per extract 
herewith, I beg to submit to your consideration 
. the advisability of removing in the future one 
_of the principal eauses of ‘delay in these and 
other settlements with returned soldiers, 
namely, “their pay-books have’ not arrived.” 
This has been the statement very very often, 
and I suggest they should look ahead a bit, and 
insist that the hooks accompany the troops as 
they leave Kngland, otherwise when the men 
begin to return in larger numbers, the con- 
fusion and delay promises to be much greater, 
and may—amongst a lot of men discontented 
and disappointed at their inability to obtain 
what is due to them in a reasonable time—lead 
to serious discomfort and trouble. It is a 
‘matter that would present no difficulty what- 
Ms ever to any ordinary business firm. 
, ‘Trusting to your good offices to ventilate the 
= id shan still further. 
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I know we cannot expect the 


“for so long. 


- honorable gentleman that many of them. 


. Acting 
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‘  Peeimneina® ‘Act, but still; as we sete That letter is quite correct, for any busi- 


ness firm, if it did not send the money 


with the men, would forward it as quickly ee 


ax possible. When the Minister for the 
Navy (Sir Joseph Cook) left Australia 
for England he said he would make a_ 
special effort in this connexion, and I 
believe that something has been done. 


That gentleman is just as interested as 


we are in the matter, and will, doubtless, 
do what he can. No doubt the eGovern- 
ment have been ‘‘ taken down’’ in the 


matter of pay, but it would be better for _ 


the Government to be deceived, even to 
a greater extent, than that men entitled 
to money should have to go without it 
I do not say that there is” 
any ill-feeling on the part of the Depart- 
ment, the officials of which are, perhaps, 
as conscious as f am that £5 or £10 to 
a wage-earner is very handy at any time. 

I quite agree with my correspondent that. 
when the men are returning in large 
numbers there may be trouble if they do 
not get a fair deal. 

The next matter I wish to deal with 
is one connected with the Navy. The 
Acting Minister (Mr. Poynton) knows 
that many of us have received telegrams 
from reservist members of the crew of the 
Qonah, which is to go to Rabaul, con- 
tending that they ought to be allowed — 
to return to their civil occupations. They 


“have been in the service for some time, 


and now that the war is over, they feel 
that they ought to be permitted to return 
to their families. Myself and cthers, 
however, have been assured by the 
Minister that it is neces- 
sary that the Oonah should proceed to Ra- 
baul, and it cannot do so without a crew. — 
“Mr. Poynron.—The Oonah will be 
coming straight back. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—I hope. so but tie 
difficulty is that the Oonah does not pre- 
sent the only cases. Men have been 
called up at Port Melbourne and Wil- 
liamstown, both at the training school 
and depdt, and they also desire to returit 
to their ordinary civil businesses. They 
are at present earning only small money, 
and they could earn a great deal more in 
civil life, but, of course, being reservists, — 
they had to obey the eall. 

Mr. Poynton.—I think we shall be 
able to lay off some of these boats shortly. 
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_ Mr: MATHEWS.—In my opinion the 
cases ought to be dealt’ with individually, 
because I know there are some men who 
do not want to leave the service. © 

Mr. Povnron.—The Government have 
no desire to pay these men unless it is 
absolutely necessary. | 
| Mr. MATHEwWS.—I tei believe 
that, but. unfortunately, the permanent 
men in the Navy have grown up in a 
certain environment, and are careless of 
the feelings of these men; no matter what 
the circumstances may be, discipline must 
observed. Now that the war is over, the 
greater proportion of these men should be 
allowed to retire from the Navy and re- 
sume their civil occupations. But it can- 
not be done until the whole of the fleet 
is returned to Australia. There is no 
longer any need for our fleet to remain 
in the North Sea. It is costing Australia” 
money to keep our vessels there. The 
money might just as well be spent in 
Australia. Here is a line nf economy 
which the Government could follow. In 


peace time, the complement of a warship | 


is nothing in comparison with what it is 
in time of war. I feel sure that we could 
discharge quite one-third of the comple- 
ment of cur fleet. Although drafts have 

replaced some of the men, many of them 
have been away from Australia for four 
years. 

Mr. Poynton.—As soon as the appoint- 

ment of the Admiral is made, which may 
be done at any time, I shall. waste no 
time in getting the fleet, back. 
Mr. MATHEWS.-—Is there a_possi- 
bility of dealing with individual cases of 
men who want to get back to their 
homes ? 

Mr. Poynron.—As soon as the boat 
referred to by the honorable member re- 
turns, I see no reason why it should not 
be done ? : 

Mr. MATHEWS.—There is another 
matter of pay and allowances, which I 
shall bring under the notice of the Min- 
_ ister personally. 

During the progress of the war we have 
employed men on home service. Many 
of them are returned soldiers, others are 
men who endeavoured to enlist, but were 
over age or physically unfit for service 
abroad. These men were allowed three 
weeks each year on full pay. Their 
annual leave was due about November 


eh Sebs 
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and some of then’ were away on 
their leave when the armistice was signed. ~ 


Others were due to have their leave about: hess 


that time. But the whole of the home- _ 
service men: have now been demobilized. — 


The Government have treated them fairly. 4 


by giving them a fortnight’s leave on full 
pay, but those who had not taken their 
three weeks’ annual leave were deprived 
of that advantage.. They feel that they 
ought to be given what was due to them. 


I asked a question in the House in refer- _ 


ence to the’matter, but the answer given | 
was not a reply to the question I sub-. 
mitted. The men who had taken their 
three weeks’ leave also drew their fort-— 
night’s pay on demobilization, although 
some of them had just. completed their 
leave pericd on the day that demobiliza- 
tion tcok place. The others seek to be 
placed in the same position. I do not 
think it is right for the Government to 
deprive them of their right to claim three 
weeks’ pay in lieu of the leave they did 
not receive. 

If the Minister for Ay ateren (Senator — 


Pearce) is sent to Great Britain for any 


2 


purpose other than to give him a holiday, ~ 


if he is sent there to carry 
of demobilization, it will be a crime. 1 
may be said tobe biased against him, but 
I consider that he would be the worst 


man on earth to send Home to do any- 


thing which the officials of the Defence — 
Department, 
High Commissioner and his staff, cannot 
undertake. Undoubtedly the ‘military — 
officials in Great Britain would run the 
show. 
Australia in connexion with Senator 
Pearce’s administration. But apart from — 
the fact that the Minister for Defence — 


would be unfit for the duties, it is quite — 


unnecessary to send any 1 Minister Home. 
The press would do good work if they 
would select matters of this sort: in order 
to show where unnecessary expenditure 


could be curtailed. The honorable mem- — 


ber for Perth (Mr. Fowler) has read out. 
a list of great undertakings carried out 
by the Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes), as 


reported by his~ publicity officer, ae 
there is not one item in that list whie ike 
the High Commissioner, Mr. - Fisher ye 


could not have earried out. 
Mr. Fowzer.—The Prime Minister 


cannot possibly attend to Fide of ae jake 


t the duties — 


That has been our experience in ~ 


Beet 
aes Alay 
hy aes oe? a. 


in conjunction with the — 
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Me: "MATHEWS. —I; is ‘ondon pete 
the duty of the large staff controlled by 


the High Commissioner to investigate all 
these matters, and it is also his duty, as 


z well as that “of the staff, at Horseferry- 


to ae 


c+. 
Ce aa 


matter. 


| allowing 


dealing with 
: work ag most men could be, and there 


the: 


Ss ‘ e Fa 
deavouring to secure. 


road, to see that our troops are returned 
~“ properly. There will be no need for a 


Minister to go Home to attend to that 
Extra men may be required in 
connexion with demobilization and em- 
barkation, and in connexion with the 
matter of fixing up accounts and 
our troops an opportunity 
to pay visits to friends in Great 
Britain, but the High Commissioner’s 


office ought, to be able to. deal 
with all_ those matters — effectively. 
Otherwise the office would be — use- 
less. Mr. Fisher is as capable of . 


this particular . class of 
is nothing to prevent him supervising any 
matter on the list of undertakings the 
publicity officer has prepared in regard to 
the Prime Minister’s activities. He ought 
to know the different markets by this 
time, and to be able to obtain all 
information which the publicity 
officer says the Prime Ma£nister is en- 
The Minister for 


_ the Navy promised when he left Aus- 
. traha that he would endeavour’ to 
make a special effort to  facili- 


tate the return of our men, and the pay- 


ment of their money as quickly as pos- 
sible. If he has not been able to achieve 


- guecess in that direction I am confident 


that Senator Pearce will be unable to do 
50. 


would be a mistake for us to econo- 
mizeeat the present time by reducing 
salaries or wages to an extent that would 
prevent the public servants from being 


able to live in anything like reasonable 


circumstances. A great deal has been 
said during the progress of the discus- 
sion on the Estimates about the economies 
which have been brought about in the 
Postmaster-General’s Department. I have 


a number of statements made by post- 
_ “mistresses as to the conditions which have 


recently been imposed upon them in re- 
spect to post-offices in small country 
towns, where the Department has 
oe by Fe the ae in- 

Sher a : 
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has been reduced to £33 5s. 


Mr. CORBOY (Swan) [6.37 a.m.].—It 
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struments and installing telephones in 
their stead. In this way the necessity 
for employing trained telegraph officers — 


hasbeen avoided, and postmistresses have 


been employed at small salaries, whom it 
is only necessary to train in the use of 
the telephone, and in regard to the vari- 
ous charges for postal services. These 
women are called upon to sign an agree- 
ment to accept any increase or decrease 
which the Department may decree, and 
the result is that their payments are con- 
sistently reduced. I have hefore me the 
case of a country town in which a perma- 
nent officer was receiving £4 per week, 

with an allowance of 15s. per week for 
quarters, free fuel, and an allowance of — 
8s. per week for cleaning the office. The — 
total value of the position per week was 
over £5. 

Mr. Poynron.—What was the revenue 
of the office?» 

Mr. CORBOY.—I am prepared to ad-_ 
mit that, in all these cases, the revenue 
is very small. This officer was replaced 
by a woman who undertook to carry out 
the duties of postmistress for £57 per an- 
num. She received no salary while she 


was being trained to fill the position. I 


understand from her that, out of the £57, 
she was to pay her own rent. At the 
end of 3 months here allowance was re- 
duced to £43 per annum. Since then it 
per annum. 
During the fifteen months she has held 
the position of postmistress in that small 
town her allowance has been reduced by 
£25. - The women holding these positions, 
I am informed, are not permitted to carry — 
on any other business. They are not 
permitted to take in lodgers in order to — 
supplement their earnings, and although — 
they are required to remain on duty eight 
hours per day, the Department assesses — 
their services as being worth only £32 5s. 
per annum. 

Mr. Poynron.—How many mails have - 
they to attend to? 

Mr. CORBOY.—At the most only one — 
mail per day, and, in some cases, only 
one per week has to be dealt with. The 
salaries of these women, however, 
based upon the number of telegraph mes- 
sages which they have to pass through the 
telephone. The Department overloons ime — 
fact that they must be on duty for eight — 


are 
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hours, whether they have to transmit one 
er one hundred messages per day. In 
Western Australia these women are not 
‘permitted to engage in any other .busi- 
ness. That, I understand, is not the posi- 
tion in other States, 


_ Mr. Poynroy.—In many parts of my 
district postal business is carried on by 
trades people in a part of a building used 
for other purposes, 


Mr. CORBOY .—That is so, where, for 
instance, a storekeeper takes over the local 
postal work» In cases to which I have 
been referring these women have taken 
over departmental premises previously 
occupied by permanent officials, and the 
Department will not permit - ‘them to 
devote those premises to any other busi- 
ness purpose. 
@ woman who for this work is receiving 
£32 5s. per annum. While*the timber 

mills of the district are closed her little 
girl has to travel 13 miles a’ day. to 
attend school, and a pony has to be kept 
for that purpose. How is it possible for 
her to maintain herself on such an 
allowance ? 3 


Mr. Corsrer.—Has she not a husband ? 


Mr. CORBOY.—I do not think so; I 
gather from the tone of her letter that she 
is entirely dependent upon the allowance 
she receives from the Department. 
In another case that I desire to bring 
under notice, one of these post-offices has 
been taken over by a single woman, who 
-is in receipt of a very small allowance. 
She was rather nervous about remaining 
in these quarters alone, and when friends 
- went into the: district, ‘with the object: of 
commencing business there, she was glad 
to allow them to lodge with her. She 
was pleased to have their company, and 
they were glad of the rooms, for which 
_ she charged them 4s. per week, The fact 
that she did this was~ apparently re- 
ported to the Department, which called 
upon her in the: first place to hand 
_ over the 4s. per week that she gained 
by sub-letting part of her premises, 
in respect of which 10 per cent. was 
actually deducted from her allowance. 
She agreed to hand over the money, but 
the Department then discovered that it 
would not be right to accept it, and she 
was informed that she would have to got 
rid of these lodgers. They were accord- 
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IT have in mind the case of © 


~of these districts have, and yet they are 
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ingly tinned out, ad the rooms were sek 7 
vacant. The Department will not permit 
these people to supplement their scanty 
earnings by letting rooms in the perma-_ a 
nent premises occupied by them. When — 
complaint’is made the official reply is that = 
local business people are quite willing to 
take over the work. If this is how the — 
Department is able to show a profit, I can 
only say that the system is one of which — 
we ought to be ashamed, and that it is” 


- time that the Department was again show- 


ing a deficit rather than a surplus. These _ 
women are practically the slaves of the — 
Department, and are dependent upon it 
for a mere existence. We have to-day 
war widows—women who are in receipt of 
a certain income by way of pension—and 
from what has been told me by men in a 
position to know I fear that the Depart- 
ment intends to put some of these war 
widows into these positions and to set- oft 
their- pensions against the allowanet: 
paid. 

Mr. Fow.irer.~-The Sou y would not 
stand that. 


Mr. CORBOY.—A country that altowe? 
these women to be treated as they are 
being treated to-day will stand anything. 


There is only one other matter relating — 
to the Postmaster-General’s Department _ 
to which I desire to refer. - On some — 
branch railway lines in Western Aus- 
tralia there is not a post-office. There are — a 
many townships on some of our ae 
lines that have not a post-office. They 
have only one mail per week. A mail bag 
is carried on the train, and the Depar 
ment is now forcing settlers to pay a lat 
letter fee in respect of all letters 
so. posted in these mail bags. »This 
is the only service which the Roope 


called upon-to pay a ate letter fee when 
they avail themselves of it. This is i < 


unfair discrimimation on the part of the — 
Department as between town and country ae 
dwellers. These settlers are not recer 
ing anything like the consideraton that 2 
extended to city residents. If economie 
of this kind are helping to build 
glorious postal credit balance of 
we have all heard, I can only say 
sooner we Have a postal deficit once 
the pare it will be fon, Australia. EF 
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. Me. FEN TON. aes i the honorable — 
ay member will but peruse Sir Maurice Fitz- _ 
My. Fowler), who has indulged in a maurice’s report he will not be so drastic — 
~ calm and well considered criticism of the’ in his criticism of Hann’s Inlet as he has 
financial position of the Commonwealth, been. Vessels of the deepest draught can 
naturally paid some attention to the con- be accommodated in Westernport. — 
struction of our Naval Bases. I under- Some critics have urged that. Admiral 
‘stood him to say that previous Govern- _ Henderson, when he visited Australia, — 
~ ments had displayed an anxiety to carry had grown so old in the service of the 
: g on Naval works that were not so essential British Navy that he had become some-— 


that should be proceeded with more ex- nothing as to his qualifications, ee 


_ peditiously. ~ general impression I have formed. from a 
Mr. Fowter. —According to Admiral study of his report is that he was well 
- Henderson. qualified to express an opinion upon the — 


Mr FENTON —Admiral Hi Goren megeet with which he was’ called upon to 
in his report speaks of Naval Bases<at deal. es 
a and Fremantle; all others are re- POT, dated 11th December, 1913, deals. a 
ferred to as sub-bases. I presume that with the Flinders Naval Base, and Be 
_ the honorable member, when he made'this 48 the Base is specially required for bees 


2 stroyers and submarines, it is necessary that — 
complaint, shad sp ecially in. mind the still water should be obtained, especially | ase 


_works being carried out at the Flinders jhe latter class of ship. 
Naval Base. There has been there some Me 
_ departure from the scheme laid down by ve 


Fowrer.—lIls that not rather hie 


the eminent Admiral, and I believe it has surd in view_of the fact that submarines — 
during the war have been working in 


been due to a desire to carry out more. Agia arena wierse 

ae a ieally that portion of our Naval : et eee 

B datance system. Admiral Henderson laid Mr, FENTON.—I am merely quoting | 
t down that, certain training should take Sir Maurice Fitzmaurice’s opinion as set 
place at the Sydney and Wiamoriia Nawal ot in this report, which goes on to state. 
oe and that only a limited amount of ge : ee 
training should be carried out at Flin- £ i oles a ay point chosen 
Ee . for .a Base south’ of . Sandy. Peint would — 
ove ao It was “subsequently determined, require heavy and costly protective works. 
however, that Flinders should be the The site, therefore, must be north of 
a - training centre for the seamen for the this point. A site on French Island or Phillip 
: Australian Fleet, and that decision Island. must be ruled out on account of the _ 


impossibility of railway communication. Any — 
has — naturally led to the Flinders site on the east coast of Port Western is im- 


_ Naval Base becoming a more important possible on account of the amount of dele 
section of our Naval -defence sys- which would be required, and the difficulty of 


_ tem. We are to have there a, torpedo railway communication. The north arm of 


_ school, a gunnery school, as well as a wire- place on which a Base is practicable. At 
al * Tess and other schools, which were origin- fiaun's Inlet or some distance up Hastings — 
ee intended to be spread over the thor iniet a Base would be possible without Sele * 


2 - The idea is, I think, that Jervis tetive works. Near the entrance to out PTs 
See Inlet, at Watson’s Inlet or Rutherford Creek, 
= Bay shall be the. training place for ollicers, the latter two being on the west and east sides! - 


3 and Westernport the training place for yespectively of Quail Island, some protective 


; ed 


ES the seamen of the Australian Fleet. In works would be required. At any other point 


“been erected PERE Hyder thave souldiinive costly nature would be necessary to form a 


_ been necessary under the original scheme. Owing to the large extent of foreshore at all 
‘Taking it as ‘a whole, there is no better points in the north arm, it is necessary to 
harbor than that of Westernport. dredge a. turning basin at whatever site may 


go be chosen for the Base. An examination of the 
Mr. Fowzrer.—The deep water part of chart will make this apparent at once. At | 


: er. The honorable member Hann’s Inlet the dredging of the turning basin © 
will cost over 40 per cent. of the total eer Fe . 


~ to the defence of Australia as were others what antiquated in his ideas. I oe - 


sir Maurice Fitzmaurice in a re- — 


Port Western therefore remains as the only i 


these circumstances, more buildings have on the north arm protective works of rather i 


workable Base for destroyers or submane oe 


9558 Budget 
of dredging. If the cost of the turning basin 
is eliminated as being common to all sites, the 
question arises which of all the sites mentioned 
above is the cheapest for_works other than the 
turning basin, bearing in mind the fact that, 
in some cases, the works would be dredging 
- only, and in other cases dredging combined 
with protective works. I have, after roughly 
‘estimating the works at. each place, come to 
the conclusion that Hann’s Inlet has been 
wisely chosen as the cheapest site for a Naval 
Base in Port Western, assuming that it is. used 
for destroyers and submarines only. Quite 
apart from the question of the work at the 
Base is the question of railway communication, 
and in this matter Hann’s Inlet gives better 
facilities than any other site. é 
I have gone into the question of the position. 
of the Base at possibly some greater length 
than necessary, and I feel sure that the same 
points as I have mention have been carefully 
considered by others, but I felt it necessary to 
satisfy myself that the best site had been 
selected. 


I thought I was not mistaken in the state- 

ment I made about the Flinders Base, 
although I was in error in attributing the 
words I have just quoted to Admiral 
Henderson instead of to Sir Maurice Fitz- 
maurice, who visited the site some years 
later. 

The “honorable member for Perth 
mentioned also the item of motor 
cars. Their number has certainly in- 
creased, and. there is a most peculiar 
brand on some of them. I have seen two 

or three standing at the entrance to this 
building, each bearing the brand “DA D.” 
_ I know that the broad arrow has a great 
significance when placed on clothes and 


ee eee 


‘hy * 
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Mr. Fowrer.—Some years, ago, I ascer- 
tained in answer to a question that the 
upkeep then was £10,000 perannum. 

Mr. FENTON.—I believe that the Vic- 
torian Government some years ago 
operated the hiring system in connexion 
with motor cars, but, acting on expert — 
advice, they purchased a number of cars — 
and arranged for the housing of them in - 
a Government garage and attention to 
them by Government employees. I under- 
stand that the comparison of the two 
systems favours the purchasing rather 
than the hiring of cars. a 

The honorable member for Franklin 
(Mr. McWilliams), quite unwittingly, I 
think, seemed to cast a reflection upon 
the workers of this country. He stated 
that, according to figures supplied by tha 
Commonwealth Statistician, the produc- - 


Dy. 
ee 


- tiveness of labour has decreased in recent 


abbey articles, and I have wondered whe-| 


ther the double ‘‘D’’ stands for 
“doubly damned” for those’ who ride 
therein. The cars are used by not only 
Ministers, but also a number of officials. 
Since the commencement of the war the 
Defence Department has bought or hired 
a number of additional cars. 


Mr. Corsoy.—The Department. is ‘sell- 
ing them for £5 each in Perth. 


Mr. FENTON.—They must be in a 
very dilapidated condition. I do not ob- 
ject to the use of motor cars for Govern- 

ment purposes 
operations, but the number of them is 
_ growing rapidly, and I know that cars 
cannot be purchased and operated without 
the expenditure of considerable sums of 
- money. oe 


They certainly facilitate’ 


» 


years, and, inferentially, that men are 
doing less work to-day than ae did 
formerly. 

Mr. Poynron.—-That is so in the case of — 
bricklaying, at any rate. 
_ Mr. FENTON.—If any © honorable 
member desires to criticise the workers, 
he should specify the culprits, and say — 
whether inefficient work is being done. 

Mr. Corser.—The inefficiency has been 
proved at Cockatoo Island. oe 

Mr. FENTON.—I do not know that 2 
that has been proved. In _ the latest) 
volume of Anibbs, for the years 1901-17, 
appear the following particulars regard: 
ing the output of factories in the Com. — 
monwealth during the years 1911-16. 


aa 


Year. Total Value of Value per Bye, 
Output. Employee. 
£ ve ae 
1911 133,022,090 427° 
1912 148,775,407 - 454 
19138 161,560,763 479 
1914 166,450,508 502 
1915 169,086,700 527 
1916 172,574,845 .4° 545 ’ 
+ POET Ave -—Those nguise prove < 
nothing. eee 
Mr. FENTON.—There is ante table 


which gives the output per head of mean 
population, and the figures in it also i 
an increase. 

Mr. Poynron.—If a man is receiv 
2s. per lb. for his butter, he must be get- 
ting a higher return from his employees ; 
than when he is receiving only i 1s. png! be ; 


~ 


<a financial session. 
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_ tics for them to use in the Court. 


obtained a return from the 
wealth Statistician in regard to certain 
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Mr. FENTON.—These are the only 
figures from which the Commonwealth 
’ Statistician can make his deductions as 
to the productiveness of labour, and it is 
strange that this set of figures should show 
an increase, whilst figures quoted by the 
honorable member for. Franklin show a 
decrease. . 

Mr. Hecror Lamonp. —_The figures 
which the honorable member has just 
quoted are deceptive. A pair of boots 
costs about 5s. more to-day than it did in 


BLL e. 


Mr. FENTON.—These figures must be 
the basis upon which Mr. Knibbs makes 
the deductions which are published from 
time to time in the Labour Bulletin. 

Mr. Ricuarp Fosrrer.—Mr. Knibbs 
said the other day that his figures had 
been used erroneously in the Arbitration 
Court. : 3 2 

Mr. FENTON.—I know that at the 
request of union secretaries and the re- 
presentatives of the workers in arbitra- 
tion cases, he has provided special statis- 
Those 
figures have been quoted exactly as they 


were supplied, and then have been handed 


to the Judge. 

Mr. Ricusrp Foster.—Mr. Knibbs 
said that the Judges used the Agures 
erroneously. 

Mr. FENTON.—That is a_ serious 
charge. Surely if the honorable member 
Common- 


matters, and quoted it in the House ex- 
actly as he received it, he would consider 
himself on solid ground. 

Mr. Ricuarp Fosrer.—Much would 


depend on the interpretation I placed 


upon the figures. © 

Mr. FENTON.—I know that the union 
representatives have quoted accurately 
the figures supplied to them by the Statis- 


tical Office, and if a Judge places upon 


them a construction they do not bear, 
either the Judge is not very intelligent or 


the statistics are not clear. 


Honorable members on both sides. of 
the House are perfectly justified in making 
serious complaint of the manner in which 
they have been treated in this so-called 
The only time when 


Bass the finances of the Commonwealth can be 
ae < 


‘loans and £190,000,000 of war loans. 


really analyzed is after the Treasurer ae 
made his Budget speech, and the Estimates 
have been presented to the House. The 
Postmaster-General (Mr. Webster) will 
admit that in days gone by, when he 
availed himself of opportunities to eriti- 
cise past Governments, he regarded the 
Budget speech, and the figures associated 
with it, as the best means of revealing the 
country’s financial position. Nearly 
three months have . elapsed since 
the Treasurer (Mr. Watt) delivered 
his Budget speech, and now,  al- 
most on Christmas eve, we have 
been compelled to sit all night for the 
express purpose of discussing the most 
serious financial problems that the coun- 
try has to face. Surely during the last 
three months many an opportunity must 
have presented itself to the Government 
of placing the Estimates to the fore on 
the business-shect, so that the House 
might at reasonable hours have, a 
chance of dealing with the financial situa- 
tion. After ‘having been here all night, 
I and other honorable members are be- 
fagged and befogged, instead of being 
able to engage in clear thinking on the ~ 
finances. Is it any wonder that Parla- 
ment is laughed at when we deal in this 
way with the business of the country? Is 
it any wonder that the people are asking 
what we in Parliament are doing? We 
are called upon to discuss the most im- 
portant matters affecting the welfare of — 
the country, without being given a reason- 
able opportunity to bring to bear upon 
them clear minds and deliberate thought. 
Here is a serious position that is pre- 
sented in one paragraph in the Budget 
statement-— 
/During the next ten years something like 
£390,000,000 of Australian loans will have to 
be redeemed, being about £200,000,000 of State 
Practi- 
cally the whole of this immense sum must be 
provided for by renewal flotations: Moreover, 
additional sums will be required for war, for 
repatriation, and for State public works. If 


will be seen that a Herculean financial task ig 
ahead. 


There, in one pregnant sentence, we are 
given a fair idea of what this country has 
to face in the very near future. Much 
of this indebtedness, especially in regard 
to the States, will have to be redeemed 
when money is dear; and that will make 
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the burden of the Australian taxpayer. 
all the greater. On most of the loans 
‘to be redeemed, the interest is only 3 per 
cent. or 34 per cent., and we shall be 
singularly fortunate, even with the best 
- of methods, if on new loans we do not pay 
- more than an average of 5 per cent. That 
_ surely makes one wonder whether, even in 
a country like this, which shows such a 
marvellous power of recovery, we shall be 
able to keep pace with the expenditure. 
We have not only to redeem loans and 
face a great interest bill, but we have to 
- provide millions for repatriation, and a 
considerable sum for pensions. In a 
- country like this, where there is so much 
_ to do and so little done, no Government 
can afford to stand still; and never were 
we faced with such financial problems. — 
-_ —Mr. Matuews.—We are no worse off 
_ than are other countries. 
_ Mr. FENTON.—Quite so. I am no 
pessimist, and I have no doubt we shall 
_ survive; but we will never overcome the 
financial troubles unless we apply our 
best talents to the problem. 
Mr. Poynron.—Wait until we get the 
Prineemniby< =) 5 sos. 
Mr. FENTON.—Even if there is an 
- indemnity we shall, accordine to the best- 
- informed minds in Britain, have to allow 

_ Germany time to earn the money. 
 &n the question of demobilization I in- 
_ tend to read one or two quotations. It ap- 
pears to me, from the slow manner in 
_ which we are setting about our demobiliza- 
_ tion scheme, as though the Government 
- were not prepared to receive men in large 
- numbers early next year. Is there any 
_ design on the part of the Government 
in their being slow with their demobili- 
zation scheme, as compared with what. is® 
beine done on the other side of the 
world? Here is a newspaper cable :— 
bs ~ The demobilization of the British Forces re- 
3 Acuna from the war began in*London on Mon- 
day. 
ta is expected that by the end of the week 
several thousands of men will be arriving every 


Sa Fe 
“i “The principal centre for the disbanding of - 
ny the men returning from France is Wimbledon. ~ 
~ Tt will be seen that the British authori- 
- ties are demobilizing the troops as fast 
as possible, always, of course, reserving 
a certain number for eventualities. 
Mr. Arxkinson.—We are a lon 


: BWR: 
_ from the battle front. : 


aa 


yor Nae 
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- Wales, is to sail for Australia in a fortnight 


Mr. FENTON.—That is the very rea- 
son why we should be more vigorous lf 
our preliminary effort. We have to bring ~ 
a distance of-12,000 miles men who have 
been fromhome over four years; and the __ 
sooner provision is made for them the 
better they will be satisfied. During the 
war, the British, French, and German 
soldiers have always been able to visit 
their families for a week or two. The | 
shipping tonnage available for demobili- “ 
zation has already appeared in the news- 
papers. ~ 
Mr. 


¢ 


Livineston.—Will not the High 


Commissioner do his best for the boys q - 


Mr. FENTON.—The question is whe-— 
ther Mr. Fisher. will. be allowed to do 
anything. | > : ; : 

Mr. Livincston.—Who will stop him? — 

Mr. FENTON.—We have a mono- — 
polist in the person of the Prime Minister 
(Mr. Hughes), who is now in England, and 
who does not like anv interference. No 
doubt, if he had his way, Mr. Fisher — 
would be treated as badly in 1918 as he - 
was in 1916. a 

Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—If you are aS — 
good a friend of the soldier es is the 
Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) you will — 
not fall short. eee 

Mr. FENTON.—I know of no one here 
who is not a friend of the soldier; ab amy 


if Rae 


ceeding as rapidly as it ought to. I 
propose to quote from some remarks 
of Captain Carmichael, M.L.A., who went 


“See 


= 


to the Front, and returned only to take 
others back with him. He is a man not — 
likely to make any rash remarks, and one — 
who, I think, has every desire to be fair; — 
and, therefore, the following newspaper — 
extract may be of interest :— ee es 
| Captain A. C. Carmichael, of New 


South — 


He is investigating the construction of work. 
men’s houses in England, and reports that con-— 
crete houses suitable for the Sydney subur 
are being built for £150. eae Bed < 

Interviewed in regard to demobilization, — 
criticised the want of co-ordination betw 
London and Australia. There was plen 
shipping available, he said, but the me 
not ready owing to the want of orga 
‘in Eyalend: The story is current 


er 


24 
2 * 


- 
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“the honorable member to do. 
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om ee that Australia cannot absorb more 


_ than 10,000 monthly, as the Repatriation De- 
~ partment cannot handle more, and there is a 
certain amount of discontent, ‘due to the*Eng- 
lish papers publishing particulars of . the 
‘Canadian, British, and American demobiliza- 
tion proposals, but nothing about Australia’s 
scheme. The men are little interested in edu- 
cation and factory proposals. 


Mr. Hector Lamonp.—Did you see the 
Minister’s reply to that? Read it, so as 
to have it placed on record. 

Mr. FENTON.—I shall leave that for 
I do not 
think that any one will question Captain 
Carmichael’s veracity. 

Mr. Hector Lamonp.—I question his 


‘knowledge of what he is talking about. 


Mr. FENTON.—He is better able to 
- judge of the position in England than 
ais the Minister for Defence (Senator 


Pearce) in Melbourne. 


Mr. Hector Lamonp.—I heard a state- 
ment made by a responsible Minister that, 


at any rate, casts some doubts on Captain 


Carmichael’s methods. 
Mr. FENTON.—The honorable mem- 
ber will have his opportunity if he thinks 


“my statements are not in accordance with 


fact. As I have said, the newspapers 
- have published the names otf the 
B steamers available between January 


— 


of 


Zs General White, 


and April, and the tonnage is in the 


aggregate from 800,000 to 1,000,000 


That being $0, we ought 
the end of- April, or a hittle 
_dater, to have 100,000 men back in Aus- 
“tralia. 
oe now, though it may be in a little 
time if we hesitate too long. In four or 
five months it is possible that the ships 


tons. 


at present available may be engaged in 


other waters carrying other troops home. 
~ Mr. Hrecror Lamonp.—Of course, Sir 


John Monash would never think of that! 


Mr. FENTON.—The Government are 
considering whether they will send 


_ another Minister to Britain to superintend 


the demobilization, but I hope that be- 
fore any Minister can arrive there, we 
shall have many thousands of our men 
returned to Australia. There are at pre- 
sent in England Sir John Monash, 
and others, 
ieutenant Burchell, a member of this 


_ House, who, we understand, has had cer- 


It is evident that shipping is not 


including 


more do the hearted require to assist 
in the work of demobilization ? 
“Mr. Hexcror 


any of these! 

Mr, 
Sir John Monash, I believe that Captain 
Carmichael could do as well as any I 
have mentioned. The United States 


Government are taking their men back by - 
Captain Car-— 


hundreds of thousands. 


Y aca 
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Lamonp. pene : 
Captain Carmichael has not heard of — 


FENTON.—With all Penpuek to 


michael .is a member of the Legislative 


Assembly of New South Wales, and pS oe 


be taken to task 
Mr. 
recruiter—he got the recruits in camp! 
Mr. 


been there. 


in an undertone. At any rate, the 
one thing we have to do, and what ought 
to have been done long ago, is to prepare 
for our men’s return. ‘oe 


I take this opportunity to again em- , 
phasize the necessity for the establishment — 
of new industries in order to give employ- 


ment to our returned soldiers and others. 


So far as my information goes, there are 
which ought to be 


some industries 
flourishing, but which are likely to: ce out 
of existence 

Mr. DINGS Ton. Can 
one? 


‘you menting 


Mr. FENTON.—Yes; the manufacture 


of sheep-dip. 
Mr, Jowerr.— What! 


Mr. FENTON.—The honorable mem: _ 
ber informed me only the other day that — 


Poynton.—He was a pontereal 


FENTON.—He induced men to 
go to camp who otherwise would not have — 
If any. honorable member — 
wishes to reflect on Captain Carmichael — 
he ought to do it openly, and not, as_ 
_ some honorable members are now doing, : 


he uses Australian dip and finds it gives 


every satisfaction. 
consultation with Sir John Higgins, who 
has had much to do with the metal and 


other industries. A promise was faithfully 


made by the Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) 
to the manufacturers of Australian sheep 


T have lately been in 


dip that if the analysis of the Australian 


article proved satisfactory, if there was a 
shortage of shipping space from Great — 
and furthermore, — 
if the Australian manufacturers. could 


Britain to Australia, 


supply Australia’s requirements in the 
matter of sheep dips, there would be a 


prohibition of the importation of theso _ 
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dips from any other part of the world. 


Yet dips have been coming in almost as 


regularly as they did when there was no 


war in progress. 


‘Mr. Jowerr.—That is not the case. 
Mr. FENTON.—They may have been 


coming in a little irregularly, but the 
_ very fact that dips have been imported 


in large quantities has resulted in shutting 


out the use of locally made “dips. 


Mr. 


Pieort.—Not more than 25 per 


: cent. of the usual supply of Cooper’s dip 
is obtainable. 


Mr. FENTON.—I know that Cooper’s 


dip has a standard quality, but Sir 


2 SON |: 
_ regard to the matter and satisfied himself, 
from the analysis made, that the om 
tralian made dip Should be used and 


Higgins made investigations in 
ge 


should get preference over the imported 


dips. 
As a result of the assurance given by 
the Prime Minister, one firm of Austra- 


dian manufacturers spent an additional 


£20,000 in equipping their factory with 


_ the object of supplying Australia’s re- 


quirements in the matter of sheep dips. 
I do not intend to go through the whole 
history of the matter, but the correspon- 


dence dealing with it shows conclusively 
_ that a serious injustice has been in- 


 flicted 


dish 


upon the Australian 
facturers of sheep dip, which, 
eases, has been proved even 
to Cooper’s dip. .When . we 
such industries there are 


in some 
superior 
estab- 

by- 


- products which affect other industries. 
One of the chief ineredients of shee 
BN. <’ . . .> . 
dip is arsenic, obtained from arsenical 
; Pp ; 


ores. 
affected. 


Thus the mining industry is 

One firm manufacturing Aus- 
tralian sheep dip has employed its hands 
on three continuous shifts, but since the 


importation of dips has been permitted, 
4 it has only been able to keep one shift 
- going, and in all probability that will be 
_ reduced now that the season is over. 


YY 
- 


Mr. Jowxrt.—Is not the honcrable 


- member aware that Sir John Higgins and 

the Central Wool Committee have done 
_ everything in their power to encourage 
_ the use of Australian dips? 


Mr. FENTON .—I accept the honorable 
-member’s word in regard to the action -of 
the Central Wool Committee. I know 
myself that Sir John Higgins has done 


‘ ie he could to eter the Australian 
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vernment. 
manu-. 


on the boats coming to Australia, 


(1918-19). 


sheep dips on the market. The manu- 
facturers have no complaint against Sir 
John Higgins and the Central Wool 4 
Conimittee. rf 
Mr. Jowrrr.—lIs zt due to the action. 
of the Government that extra quantities 
of imported dips have been shipped to 
Australia ? 
Mr. FENTON.—I do not say that extra 
quantities have been shipped, but suffi- 


cient quantities have been landed to sup- - 


ply the requirements of the pastoralists. 

Mr. Jowrett.—I doubt whether it is - 
due to the action of the Government. — 

Mr. FENTON.—It is due to their 
lack of action. The following s a cable- — 
gram sent by the Prime Minister (Mr. 
Hughes). to Leggo & Company, who manu- 
facture a sheep dip— 

London, August 29th, 1918. 

The authorities here do not desire to take 
action. Because of interests involved on this 
side they say extremely difficult. Other coun- ~ 
tries affected as well as Australia and prohibi- 
tion would lead to serious trouble here. Still 
negotiating but undoubtedly the simplest course 
weuld be action by Australian Customs. 
This is where I join issue with the Go- 
Recently in dealing with this 
matter I went to the Customs Department 
and so impressed were they with the 
seriousness of the position in which 
these manufacturers have been placed that 
they were on the point of sending a cable 
to Great Britain intimating that if any 
further quantity of sheep dip was shipped 
they 
would see that it was not landed on ar- — 
rival here. If they had only taken that 
action months ago, when Cooper’s, ie 
Quibell’ 3, and other sheep dips were com- 
ing into Australia, they would have saved © 
more than one firm from being placed in — 
a most peculiar position. ~ 

Mr. Livineston.—Does the honorable ~— 
member say that the Customs Department 
will stop these dips coming to Australia 
where they are so badly needed ? "ut 

Mr. FENTON.—It has been admitted 
by the honorable member himself, by the — - 
honorable member for Grampians (Mrs aa 
Jowett), by Sir John Higgins, and by 
large graziers, that the Australian article ae 


Mr. Jowett.—That is true. * Te eh cok ia 

Mr. FENTON.—I would not expect — 
the honorable member for Calare to SUP S 
port me. 
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aoa Picorr.—But I am using colonial 


_ dip ri 


Australia. . 


a 


at your disposal.’’ 


Mr. FENTON.—My protectionist faith 
is such that 1 would have prohibition 
against the world in regard to anything 
we could manufacture or grow here with 
proper protection for the worker and 


consumer. The Prime Minister, in 
his cable, has practically suggested 
the same thing. He says that Cus- 
‘toms action is needed on this side. 


The agents for the imported sheep dips 
are among the most influential firms in 
Apparently, space can be 
found for their dips, while it cannot be 
found for machinery that is so essential 
for the establishment of industries in 
Australia. It should have dawned upon 
the Government that these shipments of 
dip were coming to Australia. When 
complaint was made to the Customs De- 
partment, and the claim was put forward 
that the authorities had said that the im- 
portation of sheep dips would be pro- 
hibited, the reply was, ‘‘ Your alarm is 
unfounded. Your suspicion is groundless. 
Go back to your factory, and turn out the 
goods. You have the Australian market 
But at. that very 
moment ships were coming to Australia 
bringing out sheep dips* 

Mr. JowrTr.—That was not the fault 


of the Government. 


Mr, FENTON.—In his cablegram, the 
Prime Minister speaks of the big .in- 
fluences at work in London. By: some 
means, underground or otherwise, the ex- 


- portation of Australian leather to Great 


Britain has been prohibited, possibly be- 
cause the tanners of the Old Country have 
been powerful enough to secure Austra- 
lian hides, and turn them into leather. 
American production preponderates in 


_ the copper world, and so much American 


7 P 


We 


ee. 


ve 
AS 


- behalf of Australia. 


4 


~ 


‘ 
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Ae 
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influence has been at work in Great Bri- 
tain in regard to copper that our repre- 
sentatives on the other side of the world 
have not been able to make those adjust- 
ments which should have been made on 
_ I am not only pleading on behalf of the 
manufacturers of sheep dips; I am also 


_ pleading on behalf of the men who have 


t anit 


been thrown out of employment, and on 


behalf of our chemists, who having suc- 
ceeded in turning out an Australian pro- 


duct which, with the exception of sulphur, 


is made entirely from Australian raw 
material, are now baulked in their efforts. — 
I lay the blame on the Government, who — 
ought to do something to establish new 
industries, and revive languishing indus- — 
tries. They could have prohibited the im- 
portation of these sheep dips. By not 
doing so, they have inflicted a serious in- 
jury on at least one very reputable firm, 
and a more serious injury on many 
workers in this country. | Poe 
Mr. McWitutiams.—What is the rela- 
tive retail price of the various sheep dips? 
Mr. FENTON.—From the figures I 
have seen, I am prepared to say that the 
Australian dip, which is admitted on 
analysis to be as good as any imported 
dip, is being sold at a price which is less 
than that of the imported article. 
people, who are employing a large num- 
ber of hands, have been placed in a very 
unfair position. I have brought the mat- 
ter forward because they have failed 
through other channels. It may happen 
that, owing to the matter having been — 
ventilated here, some action will be taken 
detrimental to the industry. If so, it will — 
again be ventilated in the House. These ~ 
people were practically invited by the 
Ministry of Munitions to undertake the 
manufacture of sheep dips, and the man- 
ner in which they have been treated will 
not be an encouragement to other persons 
who are desirous of establishing Austra- — 
lian industries which we require to pro- — 
vide that variety of employment which — 
will be so essential for our soldiers when 
they return. These negotiations have 
been going on practically for twelve 
months, but so far as the manufacturers 
are concerned, they seem to have reached 
a dead end. Cas 
The following is a statement as to the 
position of the local manufacturers:— 
At the beginning of this year the Director of — 
Munitions inquired as to whether, in the event 
of the imported sheep dips not being available 
here, as the raw materials were wanted in the 
United Kingdom, and also the shipping space 
they occupied was wanted for urgent neces- 
sities, manufacturers would undertake to see — 
that sufficient sheep dip would be produced in 
Australia to supply the whole of the needs of ~ 
the Australian pastoralists. After giving the — 
matter very careful consideration, the manu- — 
die ox undertook that this would be done ‘ 
: (a) Increasing very largely their own — 
sheep dip-making: plant, and resery- — 
ing the necessary raw materials. 


These —~ 
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(b b) Gedesions to supply other Sheet 
dip manufacturers with the raw ma- 
terials required by them. 

This decision was only arrived at after 
several conferences with the Directors of Muni- 
tions, also the Chairman of the Central Wool 
ie Committee, Sir John Higgins, and in the full 
belief that the imported brands would not be 
available here. 

- Indeed, the manufacturers ‘were told, during 
‘the above negotiations with the representatives 
of the Commonwealth Government, that they 
would be expected to enter into a bond by 
“which they would have to make a cash forfeit 
in the event of their failing to carry out the 
undertaking, and at the time they signified 
their willingness to execute such a bond. “Later 
on, however, they were told that their assur- 
_anee would. he taken without the bond. 

In keeping with this undertaking, the manu- 
-facturers have in good faith spent some thou- 
-gands of pounds, and also committed them- 
Selves to the expenditure of many thousands 
more, and are now absolutely in a position to 
-earry out the undertaking, which was _ con- 
‘sidered a solemn obligation to the Common- 
wealth Government, and had they not been 
assured of the demand they certainly would 
not have spent so much money in providing 
the supply. 

he manufacturers are now advised that 
_ Several shipments of sheep dip have been made 
to Australia, and that one shipment of con- 
siderable size has just been landed in Sydney. 
This shipment consists of 1,000 cases ex 
“ Austral-Mede, and 750 cases by another boat, 
the Calulu; also that there is a further ship- 
ment due in the Malta, which is due next 
month, besides others to follow. 

‘They are assured that these shipments have 
Ce made in direct opposition to the views 
e expressed to the Imperial Government by the 
Commonwealth Munitions Department, as to 
_ their necessity, and evidently the parties in- 
terested have used improper or unfair influences 
to secure space for this superfluous article at 
the expense of other commodities which are 
most urgently needed here. If that is so, their 
interests deserve little consideration. In any 
ease, to allow these shipments to Australia in 
the face of the above facts is a serious breach 
of faith, as well as a severe blow to the ex- 
ets of | an important. Australian industry. ~ 


Ped 


‘Since we have practically all the raw 
‘materials—such as arsenic and alkali— 
‘used in the manufacture of sheep dip, the 
only ingredient used in its manufacture 
that we have to import being sulphur, there 
is no reason why we should not give the 
industry every encouragement. We have 
Australian raw materials ready to be 
turned into a finished product that Aus- 
tralians are ready to buy, and yet the 
market. is flooded with the imported 
Mr. Fenton. oes 
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“This ig avery important industry, and — 
share are others branching off from it. 


r Bye aS Ee eset: 4 ae 
a me “ate BRR nr Wine, cl ety 
x t ie “, i ah Ran Joe 
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mee. k 
straightforwardly to secure justice for 
industry richly deserving of assistance, oe 
feel that I am performing my duty as a 
public man in bringing this. pole ee 


Hee sider oure quietly 


before the Committee. I hope that the 
common sense of honorable members will  _ 
induce them to see that these men’ are — 
helped to reach the goal which bes have 

in view. 

Finally, dealing with the question of 
economy, I do not think that any real ~ 
savings will be made until the whole of our 
Commonwealth and State Constitutions 
have been put into the melting-pot, and 
the National Parliament is given supreme 
power. No adequate scheme of economy 
ean be secured until we get as near as. 
possible to Unification. 

Mr. Consipinz.—Why strain at the 
gnat and swallow the camel? 

Mr. FENTON.—I am not; I say that 


.[ am prepared to go as near to Unifica- 


tion as is possible. Subject to certain —_ 
alterations, I should prefer to see the 
South African Constitution in operation 
here. We shall never be a truly N ational - 
Parliament until we have all the essential — - 


powers, instead of having to depend for 
them upon an _invitating War Precau- 
tions Act. ». $ ee 
Motion agreed to. oN oes 
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Department (Phe Parliament), 
£41,115, agreed £4 Be 
Department 2 (The Prime Minister), Be, 
£187,177. RAS 


Mr. FENTON CMseibetnonn) 8. 12 i 
a.m.|—I object to the Estimates for the 
Department of the Prime Minister being : 
taken as a whole. gel 
_ The CHAIRMAN — (Hon. J. Me 
Chanter ).—I am in the hands of the Com- 
mittee, but I am following the course 
usually adopted in proposing to put the 
Estimates in Departments. That will not 
prevent the discussion of any item. ie 

Mr. FENTON.—TI should like some ine 
formation as to a number of services 
covered by the Department of the Prime 
Minister. In the first place, I desire some _ 
information as to the work that is allotted 
to the Council of Defence. Then again 
the Audit Office is covered by this Depar 
ment. The Auditor-General has ap) ale 


a again and again 
The Public Service Commissioner is pre- 
pared to agree to that request, and we 


Pas 


 . Estimates, 


eet yo 
Pex eh 


_for an increased staff. 


should have from the -Acting Prime 


_ Minister (Mr. Watt) an explanation ag to 


why it has not been complied with. 


“Grievances are also associated with the 


Puble Service Office, which is covered by 


_ these Estimates, and some discussion is 


likely to arise as to the High Commis- 
sioner’s Office. I cannot say that I share 
in the criticism that has been indulged in 
with regard to it. I do not know whether 


there is anything in the High Commis- 


sioner’s agreement with the Government 
that compels him to take an absolutely 


_ back seat while a couple of Ministers are 


in the Old Country. Some people are 
asking what Mr. Fisher is doing just now. 
The position is that our exceptionally 


active Prime .Minister (Mr, Hughes) is 


- ment. 


always undertaking big duties, and as 


soon as he arrived in the Old Country the 


High Commissioner, apparently, was re- 
quired to take a back seat. If the High 


- Commissioner’s Office is to be dominated 


by Ministers when they go Home, I can 


only say that the Australian people are 
not receiving a fair deal. 
also have some information in regard to 


We should 


Commonwealth shipping. 
Mr. Wepster.—The expenditure of the 


= Department has not been increased in the 


aggregate. ; . 
Mr. FENTON .—I recognise that. We 


have had in the press statements to the 
__ effect that the Government intend to can- 
eel the contracts for the building of 


wooden ships, but we have had no official 
information on the subject. Many im- 
portant services are covered by the Esti- 
mates relating to the Prime Minister’s 


2s Department, and I protest against any 
attempt to hurriedly pass them. ~ 


Mr. McWILLIAMS (Franklin) [8.16 


-a.m.].—There is some information that 


we ought to have in respect of the Esti- 
mates of the Prime Minister’s Depart- 
Some time ago I inquired what 
was the cost of repairing the new Com- 
monwealth ship Cethana. I have been in- 
formed that on her maiden voyage from 
America to Australia she was leaking 


continuously, and that when caulking her 


it was found necessary to put battens in- 
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upon her arrival. 


_ Mr. Pornroy.—I have already stated — 
in this House that about £4,000 was ex- 
pended on the work of recaulking and — 


putting in a boiler. 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.—I am elad to. 
have that information, It is satisfactory © 


to know that the Commonwealth_is re- 


presented by a reliable officer who will | 
take delivery of these vessels, which are 
costing us a large sum of money. Those > 
of us who urged the Government to enter 
upon the construction of wooden. ships 
much earlier than they did, should not 


condemn ithe Government for building 
such vessels, nor should we ask them to 


alter their arrangements in regard to 


them. 


Mr. Poynron.—All the wooden vessels 


ordered in America are nearly completed. 
vessels 


Mr. McWILLIAMS. — The 


which are being built in Australia, of | 
Australian hardwood, will prove exeeed- 


ingly useful in the coastal trade. My 
only regret is that they are not ready now — 
to put into commission and so to relieve | 


the congestion in the coastal trade. 


ata 


Mr. Poyrnron.—I think six of the 


wooden ships ordered in America have 
The freights — 


been delivered and loaded. 
for the second one totalled £22,000. 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.—That is a big 
contribution towards the payment of the — 


cost of the vessel.. If, when the Navy De- 


partment’s Estimates are reached, the 


Minister will state the reason for the in- 
crease in the rental or charges for the 
ships taken over by the Shipping Board 


on behalf of the Commonwealth, I am _ 
prepared to allow the matter to-drop at — 


this stage. 


Mr. Pornton.—I will give that Gifok 4 


mation later. 


Mr, McWILLIAMS.—The position of | 


the High Commissioner’s office is serious. 


-It is stated by men returning from Eng- 


land that at the present time that office — 


is &@ mere sinecure. 


The whole of the 


duties for which he was appointed have — 


been transferred and vested in other 
If that is so, we should be in- © 
formed of the reasons for this develop- 


hands. 


ment. The amount provided for the office — 
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ar ‘one ne from £8,925 to £10,650, 

and, in addition, we are paying the High 

Commissioner a salary of £3,000, and a 
house allowance of £2,000. There are 
other incidental items of expenditure. I 
wish it to be understood that I. am not 
- retlecting on Mr. Fisher personally. While 
: he was a member of this House, although 
I was politically opposed to him, I al- 
ways regarded him as a thoroughly con- 
scientious and reliable man, and when he 
was appointed High Commissioner the 
- House was almost unanimous in believing 
that he would render good service to the 
: Commonwealth. But it is a serious thing 

if we are paying £5,000 per annum for 

an officer whose duties have been delegated 
to other branches. For instance, it is 
' stated that the military authorities have 
practically taken possession of Australia 
House, and one returned soldier has in- 
formed me that before he could gain access 
to the High Commissioner he had to run 
' the gauntlet of a military guard. I ask the 
Minister in charge of the Estimates to 


missioner to-day, and whether he is 
b carrying out the duties for which he was 
_ appointed. If not, is there any reason 
why we should continue to employ him 
_nerely as a figure-head, and that Minis- 
ters should be sent to London to perform 
his duties. * — 
_ Mr. FOWLER (Perth) [8. 25 a.m.|.— 
_ Attention ought to be called to the remark- 
able growth of the Prime Minister’s De- 
_ partment. Not many years ago there was 


no such Department. It is one of our 


unfortunate inheritances from the Fisher 


‘ Government, and its development is partly 


attributable to the pushfullness of its per- 
' manent.head. The large vote for this De- 


2 partment, is perhaps, excusable at the 


eon upon the» Prime Minister in -con- 
- nexion with the war. ‘But if I am in my 
_ place to consider the Estimates next year, 
iy shall require that more justification be 


tesendous cost of the Department. 

_ Mr. Pornron.—The increase is uety 
because of the war. 

Mr. FOWLER.—I believe that is so; 
pet the Department will require a 


3 state what is the status of the High Com- - 


liberal use of the pruning knife in ae 


near future. 
about the’ Government motor cars. In 
this Department there is an item of £1,250 
for motor-car maintenance, and the wages 
and expenses of chaffeurs. I notice, how- 
ever, that all the cars are not under the 
one item, but are distributed through all 
the Departments. How many cars are at 
present available to Ministers, and what 
is the total expenditure on this account? 


I understand that a motor garage has — 


been acquired in the vicinity of Pariia- 
ment House, which, in itself, must have 
been an expensive item. 

Mr. Poynron.—All I know is that I 
handed over my car, and was sorry for 
it afterwards. 

Mr. FOWLER.—I know that the cars 
of Ministers have been grouped, but the 
Acting Minister for the Navy must not 
suggest that cars are no longer available 
for the use of members of the Ministry. 

Mr. Poynton.—They are not as con- 
veniently available as they were. 


Mr. 
realize perfectly that the conception of 
Ministers tearing about the country 
on public duty in motor cars is altogether 
erroneous. ‘The principal work of these 
vehicles appears to be in carrying Minis- 
ters to and from their homes, and oc- 


I desire to know something _ 


FOWLER. Honorable members ve 


casionally they are utilized for purposes — 


which cannot be identified at all with the 
affairs of the Commonwealth. 


Mr. Poynron.—That cannot be said of 


my car. 

Mr. FOWLER.—1I am not making an 
accusation against any particular Min- 
ister, and, least of all, against the hon- 


ee 


orable member who is interjecting. But 
lI know of cars having been used for pur- . 


poses for which Ministers ought to have 


been ashamed to use them. I believe that 
if a careful analysis were made it would 


be found that we are keeping a large num- 
ber of motor cars and chauffeurs to do an 


insignificant quantity of work daily. If — 
motor cars are to be kept for the use — 
of Ministers, there is a still greater need ~ 
for them on the part of honorable mem- 
The Government offices are distri- — 
buted all over Melbourne, and a consider- ay 


bers. 


able amount of our time is ooenpied in- 


Estimates, 


| dghe from one office. to bother: 


Nevertheless, we cannot provide motor 
cars for the members, and certainly there 
is no occasion to have all this fleet of 
motor cars available for such casual calls 
as may be made by Ministers during 
the day. I know of a Ministerial car 
having been used time and again to 
convey a Commonwealth official to 
and from the golf links. Not long 
ago, when I. was in a_ hairdressing 
saloon, the barber remarked, “ That is 
a very handsome car Mr. So-and-so has,” 

mentioning the name of a certain Min- 
ister. I said, “Have you seen it?” and 
he replied, “Yes, he came’ down on a 
Saturday, picked up Mr. —, and 
went off to the races.” That sort of thing 
is degrading to parliamentary life, and I 
am surprised that Ministers descend to 
such practices. If we are to economize, 
Ministers should set an example; and, in 
view of the fact that the business of the 
country has been carried on for many 
years without these luxurious methods of 
conveyance, and also that certain Min- 


_ isters, to their honour, decline to use these 
-. motor cars, 
make a clean sweep of the lot. 
would be a fair example of economy to 


the Government ought to 
That 


set before the country. Everybody knows 
that it is simply because the motor car 
-is a luxurious means of travelling that 
this scandal is taking place all over Aus- 
tralia in connexion with both the Com- 
monwealth Government and the State Go- 
vernments. The time is not far distant 
when this sort of thing and those respon- 
sible for it will be swept aside by an 


- indignant community. 


Mr. PIGOTT (Calare) [8.85 am.].—lI 


agree with many of the remarks made 


by the honorable member for Perth 


(Mr. Fowler). I have been looking 
with alarm at some of the items 
in the High Commissioner’s _ office. 


I find that the appropriation for 1917-18 


was £38,000, and the actual expenditure 


£49,174, whilst the estimate for the cur- 
rent year is £46,700. The economy which 
ig necessary in these times should start in 
the London office. The upkeep of Aus- 
_ tralia House is £9,500 per annum, which 


3 = think is considerably in excess of the 
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upkeep of this Parliament Hlouse. I . 


noticed also that £600 was expended last 
year in, the purchase of a motor ear for 
the High Commissioner’s office. 

-I have always advocated the co-ordina- 
tion of the services of the States and the 
Commonwealth. There are-in London six 
Agents-General, representing the various 
States, and the expenses connected with 


them amount to about £40,307, whilst, in 
addition, there is an expenditure of over 
in the High Commissioner’s — 


£46,000 
office. ‘If these services were 60- 
ordinated a saving of from £25,000 to 


£30,000 could be effected, and both the 


States and. the 
benefit. 


Commonwealth would 
We should not forget that the 


Federal Government and the State Go- 


vernments are the instruments of the one 
set of taxpayers. It would be a wise step 
to take a referendum of the people re- 
garding the co-ordination of various State 


and Federal Departments, such as the : 


Electoral, Statistical, Immigration, and — 


Taxation Departments, and the London 
agencies, and the abolition of State Go- 
vernors. The Commonwealth Electoral 
Department costs the taxpayers £53,700, 
and the State Electoral Departments, 
£86,275. The Commonwealth Statis- 
tician’s office costs £15,013, whilst the 
Statisticians’ offices of the States cost. 
£32,117; on immigration the States spend 
£38,602; the High Commissioner’s 
office costs £48,841 ; and __— the 
States - Agents-General, - £40,307 ; 
The Governor-General’s establishment 
costs £26,875, and the State Go- 
vernors, £42,489; the Commonwealth 
Taxation Department costs £273,067, 


and the State Taxation Departments, — 


£178,705. The total expenditure under 
these heads for the Commonwealth is 
£417,496, and for the State, £368,495, or 
a total of £785,991. 
that if these activities were co-ordinated, 
we could-effect a saving of something like 
£250,000. In my opinion, there could — 
not be a more popular ery to put before 
the people than economy in this direc- 


I venture to say- 


tion; and if the question were referred to 


the country by way of referendum, I feel 


quite sure that it would be supported by 


both Parliament and people. 
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_ Mr. CONSIDINE (Barrier) [8.40 a.m.]. 
—I notice that in connexion with the 
~ Commonwealth line of steamers, provi- 
_ sion to the amount of £7,703 is made for 
a London office with a manager, assistant 
- manager, marine superintendent, super- 
intending engineer, accountant, and 
_ clerks, and there is also an Australian 
office similarly staffed at a cost of £5,852. 
_ Further, under the heading of Com- 
Ne - -monwealth Shipping Board, £4,460- is 


os provided for a delegate member in 
~-diondon, at a salary of '£1,000,- with 
e a secretary, clerks, typists, messen- 


ger, and a Shipping Board represen- 
- tative in India. I should like some 
information regarding these votes. Where 
is the necessity for having a delegate 
member of the Shipping Board in Lon- 
don, and a Shipping Board oo 
tive in India? 
Mr. Pornron.—The latter is in Sidi 
oe Fe a time looking after jute goods. 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—Is the delegate 


member in London apart altogether from » 


the Commonwealth line of steamers? 
Mr. Poynron.—The Shipping Board 

has nothing to do with the Commonwealth 

line of steamers, but it controls all other 

eo pping. 

‘Mr. CONSIDINE.—Does this dele- 

G gate - member represent the Common- 
: _ wealth in the Imperial shipping arrange- 
ees} 

oy | Poynron.—I think so. 

- Mr. CONSIDINE.—Do you | know who 
; “the gentleman is? 
- Mr. Pornron.—No; but I shall make 
‘ Uo eas 
Mr. FENTON (M avibecnane) A845 
_a.m.].—I understand there are two staffs 
in Melbourne for the management of 
shipbuilding © in- the Commonwealth, 
whereas it would naturally be concluded 
that one staff, with, perhaps, a naval 
gide and a Pee hantiks side, would prove 
 gufficient. Is it absolutely essential, that 
there should be two staffs, with two suites 
of offices, and all-round duplication of ex- 
2 ‘pense? Surely there is not such a great 
deal of difference between ordinary ship- 
building and naval shipbuilding, so far 
_as_general draftsmanship is concerned. 
is - Mr. - Pornton.—Mr, Kirchen, © the 
” iy Pack is in Molen ereek, and has to 


Ms 


do with the mercantile shipbuild 
whereas Mr. King Salter controle) the 
naval side. ~ ay 
Mr. FENTON.—But there is a second” : 
or sub-office in Melbourne, as I know, be- 
cause some honorable menibone have | 
visited both places. I understand that in Si x 
the Old Country both classes of work are 
undertaken by single firms under one sys- 
tem of management, though, of course, 
different portions of a yard may be set — 
aside for the different kinds of work, pos- 
sibly under sub-managers. Jf that can 
be done in the case of private firms, why 
should it not be done by the Common-: 
wealth ? 
Mr. Poynton Tis only explanation 
T can suggest is that there is not room 
in one office for the whole of the staff. = 
Mr. FENTON.—But if any one goes 
to one of these offices, say, that one de- 
voted to the mercantile shipbuilding, and 2 
asks a question relating to the Navy ship- 
building, he is directed to go to the other Ny 
building. qs Ss 2 
Mr. Pornron.—There is an establish 
ment at Port Melbourne where launches — 
for the Navy are constructed. _ . ss 
Mr. FENTON.—ButI am speaking of 
a-second office in Melbourne. pe 
Mr. Poynron.—I take it that it is 
small office connected with the baa 
of the Langa = 


are aie oe eho te oun i 
an appropriation of £174,000 was made 
1917-18 to meet the requirements tS t 
Prime Minister’s Department, and 
£222,000 was spent, showing an excess ex- 
penditure of, roughly, £50,000. This 
year it is proposed to vote £15 ,000 more 
Has was voted last year. Did the excess 


ecause it cannot be poraluded) shee 
general discussion on the Budget di 
charges us from all eck pare | ioe 


ar of any Paco rare! mith the 
votes. This is certainly reducing the dis- 
_ eussion ‘of the Estimates to a faree: ‘ 
~ Mr. Pornron.—What information does 
_ the honorable member desire? 

Mr FENTON.—I wish to know the 
EB reason for the incrgase in the expenditure. 


I notice that the salary of the secretary’ 


has been raised from £600 to £750. Have 
his duties and responsibilities increased? 

Mr. Poynton.—Undoubtedly his duties 
_ have increased, and he is now paid at the 


same rate as other secretaries of Depart- . 


~ ents. 
-- . Mr. FENTON.—That. is 
a2 ‘point; once a Department, however, in- 
Bee: _ Significant, is created,» the head of it 
2 -elaims to be put on an equality with the 
heads of all the other old- established 
io branches of the Service. 
: Mr. Pornron.—I do not know any one 
- who is a harder worker than Mr. Shep- 
wie the secretary. — 
Mr. FENTON.—We ee that Mr. 


_ Shepherd very often acts as the “buffer ” 
and the 


between honorable members 


= Astin ics eee sate the great 
: stress he has to bear; but there is an eva- 


_ off-ness about the secretary sometimes 
Pe _ that is not very satisfying to honorable 


Mr. Poxwron. zis Sr Acting Prime Min- 
S ister is so busy that much of his work 
- comes along to me. I may’say that, al- 
‘Ss though I am located in the same build- 
A ing, T have great difficulty in | seeing the 
oS honorable gentleman. 
_ Mr. FENTON,—It is not every man 
= eA is gifted with the wonderful reserve 
force of the Acting Prime Minister, 
ee Sand-<fan stand: a like strain, . The 
honorable gentleman’s colleagues would 
do well to warn him to put.on the brake, 
‘because, if he does not, it is quite likely 
ae we mav suffer a very serious loss; 


just the — 


ing 


_ siveness, and, if I may so term it, a put- 
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Me. FENTON. ee the greatest 
genius could not cope satisfactorilly with 
the vast and various work which falls to . 
the honorable gentleman; and T suggest 
that there should be a system adopted of 
allotting certain of. his duties to other — 
Ministers so as to relieve the strain. 
Mr. Poyrnron.—The great bulk of the 
Acting Prime Minister’s work could not 
be allotted in that way, as, for instance 
the financial work, and that of the other — 
activities of which he is the head. He ~ 
also does a fair amount of ordinary ae a 
in the way of correspondence. I may oe : 
that I have received quite a number of 
deputations for him, subsequently send- 
ing shim the short- hand transcript of the 
interviews, for he is anxious to ie erp 


of all the i hae 
ae 


Sci suspended from ga ae. 
am. (Wednesday). s 


Mr. PALMER (Echuca). [1t. 0 a.m. |.— 
So far as I know the opinion -of the 
country, the ever- -increasing expenditure 
of the Government is viewed with grow- 
disfavour. Some increases are, no 
doubt, due to the war, and the appoint- 
ment of boards, each with its secretary — a 
and staff. The longer these Boards exist, 
the bigger will the staffs “become, because 
it is the natural tendency of Government 


‘Departments to inflate themselves with a 


view to increasing their importance. 
There will be grievous disappointment in 
the community if next year our public 
expenditure is not considerably reduced, 
and a determined effort should be made 
by Ministers to reduce it. 

With regard to the matter eet ae 
the honorable member for Perth (Mr. | 
Fowler), I hold the view that it would be - 
well for the Commonwealth to sell its 
fleet of motor cars. 

Mr. Austin CHAPMAN. “If the honor-— 
able member will move to that oro e me 
shall support his amendment. . 

Mr. PALMER.—My desire is, ne aa : 
embarrass the Government, but ‘to give | . 
them some salutary advice. The upkeep — 
of these cars, with men always in atten- _ 
dance, is very expensive, and economy 
chould be effected by seo: with ate 
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Various garage. proprietors 
_ Australia for the supply of cars as * they 
-may be needed. 
__ it have to complain of the Pempheated 
_ Manner in which the accounts are pre- 
sented to us, it being difficult for an ordi- 
nary person to follow them. In the pre- 
sent Estimates for the Prime Minister’s 
Department there are twelve heads of ex- 
penditure, and last year there were only 
seven heads. There is this further complh- 
 eation, that £35,344 is debited to the De- 
-partment under five heads, and £34,844 
eredited under four heads, leaving 
as the remaining item £500 for the 
Council of Defence. Why does not 
this item appear in the Defence 
Estimates? And why inflate the Prime 
Minister’s Estimates with expenditure 
zi ae is added only to be deducted again ? 
ard § this Department, £13,590 is put 
the Commonwealth line 
London and Australia, the 
32 iris being detailed,. and yet on 
4 of the Budget papers, ‘‘ Office 
and gi neral experises in London and Aus- 
 tralia’’ are stated at’ £8,528. In the 
transferring and re-transferring of 
amounts, a large clerical staff must be 
engaged. Possibly members who have 
been Treasurers understand the arrange- 
ment of the accounts, but other members 
cannot do so. I do not blame any par- 
ticular Government for this arrangement, 
but it certainly should be simplified. Such 
simplification would bring about a reduc- 
tion of the clerical staff, would save the 
‘money of the taxpayers, and would put 
members of Parliament in a better posi- 
tion for understanding the true lle of 
affairs. \ 
The country is crying out for a reduc- 
_ tion of expenditure, though there has not 
_ been a murmur against the spending of 
- money in the conduct of the war. Yet, 
despite the protestations of Ministers that 
_ the pruning knife has been applied to the 
_ Estimates, there is still need for vigorous 
: curtailment of them. The Acting Prime 
Minister (Mr. Watt) told us yesterday 
_ that he had reduced the Estimates by be- 
_ tween £2,000,000 and £3,000,006. 
Leer. Ricuarp Fosrer.—That was not 
half enough. 
Mr. PALMER.—A member who says 
‘that should be prepared to show specifi- 
: onl where reductions could be made. 
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of 


duty; but, im any ‘case, the solid interests — ; 
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Mr. RicHarp Fostrr.—It is Foi Mink a! 
ters to do that, or for the Public Ac- 
counts Committee to examine the officers — 
of the various Departments. : 

Mr. PALMER.—The honorable mem- — 
ber, who has had Ministerial experience, 
knows that Ministers would think that it 
would compromise their dignity to allow 
that. 

Mr. RicHarp Fostrer.—The Committee 
was appointed for the purpose of doing 
that. 

Mr. PALMER. —If that be so, it must 
be prepared to accept its share of the 
blame for the excessive expenditure. 
Were I a member of the Soni 7 
should feel bound to explaiiffv what had 
been done to meet the situation. In my 
opinion, divided responsibility in this, as 
in other matters, is unsatisfactory. The 
best results are obtainable only by put- 
ting all responsibility on one man. If we 
divide the responsibility for the inflation 
of expenditure between the ‘Government 
and the Public Accounts Committee, we 
shall not. know who to blame. 

‘I trust that the Government will take — 
into serious consideration the protests — 
that have been made against the large ex- > 
penditure of the Departments. If it is 
the work of the Public Accounts Com- ~ 
mittee to examine the expenditure of the 
Departments, let the Committee do its 


~of the taxpayers must receive attention. — 
Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [11.20,a.m.]— 
I want some information from the Go- 
vernment in regard to the items “Intel- © 
ligence officer, £504,’’ and ‘‘ Private secre- 
tary, £408,” under the Professional Divi- 4 
sion in the Prime Minister’s Office. The 
appointment of intelligence or publicity 
officers is an American innovation, which 
means. “ boom yourself.” I want to know 
what duties are performed by intelligence 
officers, because, I understand, there 
are similar officers attached to the De- - 
fence Department and Repatriation De- — 
partment. I am saying nothing against 
the gentlemen who hold these positions. I 
am merely concerning myself as to the 
method of appointing them. I under 
stand that by placing the intelligen 
officer and the private secretary under — 
the heading of the Professional Divisic TF 
the Minister in charge of the Me Ena 
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~ ing them. 
, Mr. Fowxirr.—It amounts to political 
ee patronage. 
: Mr. TUDOR.—It means embodying 
the worst feature of a system that has 
existed in America for many years past, 
because I take it that-if the Minister 
controlling a Department can appoint a 
_ publicity officer he can also dismiss him. 
In America when any change of parties 
takes place it means that throughout the 
length and breadth of the country one set 
of officers is replaced by another. .We 
have passed Public Service Acts in the 
States and in the Commonwealth for the 
purpose of removing any possibility of 
political influence being exercised in re- 
gard to appointments in the Public Ser- 
vice. We have realized that it is an ex- 
-ceedingly bad principle to admit any pos- 
sibility of political patronage being exer- 
eised in this way. I want to know from 
the Government what duties these publi- 
city officers have to perform, whether their 
positions are permanent, whether a man 
- who has-been appointed by one Minister 
_— to the Professional Division maybe dis- 
placed by that -Minister’s successor in 
office,.or whether a Minister is to be ob- 
_ liged to have a man working under’ him 
in whom he may not be able to repose 
any trust? Of course, I must admit that 
my experience has shown me that our 
public servants give just as loyal service 
- to one set of Ministers as they do to an- 
other set, no matter what party may be 

in power. 

Mr. Poynron.—A publicity officer’s 
chief duty is to prepare matter for his 
Minister. 

Mr. TUDOR.—Does he cull things 
from the newspapers relating to the De- 

_ partment and prepare short reports for 

the Minister? 

—. Mr. Poyrnron.—Yes. 
i Mr. TUDOR.—I have no fault to find 
with those duties. 
- There iS another item—Accountant 
(Australian Soldiers’ Repatriation Fund), 
_ for which £300 was voted on last year’s 
_ Estimates. A footnote explains that the 
_galary is to be paid this year from the 
Trust Fund, Australian Soldiers’ Repa- 
triation Fund, but we are not told in what 


ae reserves to himself the phe of appoint- 


this wharf. ; 
erection of the coal-grab on the wharf at — 


part of the Estimates the duties of this 


particular officer may be found. All of 
the officers dealing with repatriation — 
work should appear in one group in these 
Estimates. 

Mr. Pornron.—It will be remembered 
that a sum of £250,000 was voted by Par- 
lament for repatriation. That sum was 
administered. by trustees, but before the 
appointment of the Minister for Repa- 
triation the control was in the Prime 
Minister’s Department. 

Mr. TUDOR.—I could understand the 
position if this accountant is nominally 
holding office in the Prime Minister’s 
Department, and is actually working in 
the Repatriation Department. In such 
circumstances his position would appear 
in the Estimates of the Prime Minister’s — 
Office, but his actual salary would be paid — 
*by the Repatriation Department, 


Another item requiring explanation is, — 


‘‘ Administration Expenses, Port Pirie 
Wharf,’’ for which £2,000 was voted last 
year, but upon which there was an actual — 
expenditure of £13,829 during the year. — 
Under Division 24, 
we find the following items : —Manager, 
£500; engineer, £375; and assistant, 
£364_—or a total of £1 ,239 to be ex- - 
pended this year on the administration of 
Tf is common talk that the 


Port Pirie cost £300,000 or £400,000; 
that it was erected by the South Aus- 
tralian Government, and practically with- — 
out making any inquiries the Common-.— 
wealth Government took it over. 

Mr. Poynton.—The coal-grab cost 
£74,759. -The South Australian Govern- 
ment asked us to erect it, and agreed to. 
take it over from us, but they have not | 
done so-yet. It was put up at a time 
when we had difficulty in supplying 
Broken Hill with coal. The Common- 
wealth Government also bought the wharf 
and the land for £82,500. The approxi- 
mate earnings for the year amounted to 
£38,760. | 

Mr. TUDOR.—But what is the cost of i 
running the wharf ? a 

Mr. Poyrnron.— During the strike 
the earnings were very low, but the 
revenue from the wharf is now about 
£2,100 per month. Sinking fund and 
working expenses for the twelve months _ 


‘‘ Port Pirie Wharf,” ~ 


Wig 
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Ps to £25,200 ; 
amounted to £7,875; depreciation on 
_ plant, at 15 per cent., _ accounts for 

- £11,250; 5 per cent. depreciation on the 

: wharf, valiied at £20,000, accounts for 
ads 000, making a total expenditure of 

¢ £45, 300, against a revenue of £38,760. 
“Mr. TUDOR. —No more unsatisfactory 

_ transaction has ever taken place between 

the Commonwealth and a State. 
arently we have erected this coal-grab 

for the State, and although it has been 

Bede for twelve months, it has not yet 

_ keen taken over by the State Government. 

- Of course, when manual labor is dis- 

_ placed ‘by mechanism, the opinion that 

the men whose-labour has been dispensed 

- with will give upon the plant may be con- 


bs. Dea eck Meee aoe 


sidered to be biased, but I am assured- 


that it is costing a great deal more to 
_ shift the coal by 2 means of this grab than 


was the case when the cqal was handled ° 


by. manual labour. 
Mr. Rictarp Fostrr—I know that 
= ~ puch a statement has been made, but it 
is not the case. 
- Mr. Boyp.—There is a little difference 
in the cost. 
‘Mr. Poynton.—It costs about 1s. 3d. 
_ per ton to unload vessels, 
over 100 per cent. saving in the despatch 
: of shipping. 
Mr. TUDOR.—I presume that the 
manager (Mr. Harry Jackson), an ex- 


| "member of the South Australian Legisla-_ 


ture, and his staff, are employed by the 
~ Commonwealth. ‘Are they permanent 
officers | 

: ‘Mr. Poynton.—No. 

2 Mr. TUDOR.—I have the same fault 


_ to find in connexion with these appoint- 


ments that I had to find in connexion 
with the appointments of publicity officers. 
So far as I know, Mr. Cook, a journalist, 
_ who was appointed publicity officer in the 
Rinne Minister’s Department, had no 
pronounced political opinions, but the ap- 
pointment of Mr. Harry Jackson, the ex- 
“member for Port Pirie, was certainly a 
- political one. 

Mr. -Poynton.—He is a Sey competent 
man. 


‘ 


j ‘Mr. TUDOR.—I do not say that he is 


not, but the position was not advertised. 
Pa am as friendly towards Mr. Jackson as 
I am towards any of my political op- 
“ponents: but I am stating, as a public 


ee seth’ 


Ap- 


but there is. 


right to fill acs. Tone with x men ue 
the ranks of their own political party. — 

Mr. Povnron.—Mr. Jackson was recom- — 
mended by Mr. Davis, the man previously 
in charge, and he was further recom- 
mended by Admiral Clarkson. 
proved to be quis eee of doing the 
work. 


against his capabilities, but if a Labour 
Government had given a position in the 
Public Service to a man who had been 


defeated for a parliamentary seat, and if | = 


honorable members now on the Ministerial 


side were in Opposition, there would have Brent 


He has = 


Mr. TUDOR.—I am not saying a word eer 


been an outcry. from them against such an 


exercise of political patronage. When we 
were in office we were denounced for hav- 
ing adopted a policy of “‘ spoils to the vic- 
tors’’ by giving appointments to men of 
our own political party. If Mr. Jackson —~ 


had not been an ex-member of Parlia-. 


ment, he would not have been given the — 
position he now holds. The honorable — 
member for Henty (Mr. Boyd), a member ~ 
of the Melbourne Harbor Trust, probably 


a od 


ae 


knows-“more about coal-grabs hairs does = 
any. other honorable member, because the __ 


Melbourne Harbor Trust ey been mak- et 


ing inquiries with a view to installing © 
mechanical appliances of the same char-— 
acter, the shortage of shipping having 
brought home to them the necessity for — 
making use of these appliances in order to 
give quick discharge to. the vessels visiting 
this port. He has told us that the cost of 
handing coal by means of this coal-grab 
differs very slightly from the cost of hand-— 
ling coal by means of manual labour. 
Mr. Boyp.—I do not mind saying that 
the Melbourne Harbor Trust turned a 
similar proposition down because the use 
of these coal-grabs meant an increase ect 


handling charges to the people who have 4 
to pay them, and meant a saving to he e 


ships only. 
Mr. Cv igseget ee 


is a 


atantliaes 


_. water front are very niuok the same bass 
of workers all over the world. I did not 
_ know that we had paid £82,000 for the 
_ wharf or £75,000 for a coal- erab for the 
State Government. It is well to place on 
- record these facts; also the further fact 
- that the appliance has been in operation 
_. for nearly twelve months, and the State 
-. has not yet taken it over. I. did ‘not 
hear of the existence of this coal-grab 
- until. I went to Port Pirie in March last. 
_~ When the people of Australia learn that 
some £75,000 was spent in erecting it for 
the State, and that it has not yet been 
~ taken over, they will demand an inquiry 
into the whole of the circumstances. I 
_ hope the Minister will give me the infor- 
mation:for which I have asked. 
Mr SAMPSON (Wimmera) [11.41 
-a.m.].—I did not have an opportunity to 
take part in the general Budget debate, 
but now that we have reached the ‘Esti- 
mates, we should be able to deal with the 
_ expenditure on business-like lines. I do 
not think we can be satisfied with the 
SS statement made yesterday by the Trea- 
 gsurer (Mr. Watt) that, notwithstanding 
the cessation of hostilities, and, the fact 
_ that the signing of the peace terms is, we 
hope, close at hand, it is impossible at this 
stage to reduce our national expenditure. 
The honorable gentleman mentioned that 
at would be possible to make reductions 
in respect of certain war expenditure, and 
_ Lappreciate the fact that, before bringing 
forward these Estimates, he lopped off 
_ darge volumes of expenditure which other- 
~ wise might have been allowed to ga 
 #hrough.» That, however, does net ex- 
-haust the possibilities. There is _ still 
plenty of room for further reductions of a 
_ substantial character. If, instead of tak- 
ang action, we are to allow the Depart- 
~ ments to reform themselves, we shall have 
to wait until doomsday for anything in 
that direction. If we intend to assert our 
right to control the finances of the Com- 


- -monwealth, we must give a direct instruc-. 


tion to the Government or the Depart- 
“ments concerned to make substantial re- 
Unless we start at once to put 


Australia " Additional taxation sail hes 
0 be imposed to meet the interest on our 
oans. At the time of the presenta- 


and Dror, 1918.) 


1918-19. 


tion of the Budget, the indebtadieae of 
the Commonwealth was +£284,000,000. 
To that must be added 
£40,000,000 in respect of war raisings, — 
and there will probably be a further loan — 
of £60,000,000 for repatriation, which — 
will bring up our Commonwealth debt fo 


something lke £400,000,000. It may 
also be necessary to float substantial | 
loans. to reduce our note .issue to 


something like normal proportions, so 
that we shall then be faced with 
an interest bill with war pensions of — 


ae 9573 ‘ 


another : 


from £23,000,000 to £25,000,000 per an- 


num. 
taxation we shall have to levy on the — 
people to the extent of from £5 to £6 per — 
head of the population, or from £24 to — 
£30 per family. How can we hope to 


give an impetus to production in Aus- — 
tralia if this crushing burden is to re- — 
main without any attempt on our part to 
reduce the expenditure on purely admin: : 


istrative work ? 
1 do not wish to discuss at this Sade. 


the full details of our public expenditure, I - 
d point out, however, that our war ae 


would 
penditure has increaséd from £15,111,000 — 
a year to £78,044,000 a year, and that 
our ordinary expenditure from the nee 
ning of the war until the presentation of 
the Budget. increased from £23,000,000 
to £45,000,000. The greater portion oe 
that inerease represents provision pen 


for interest and sinking fund on our war : 
We are told that, in‘ taking into | 
in our expen: — : 


loans, 
consideration the increase 


te other words, in the way of war : 


diture, we should disregard all war ex- — 


penditure. In time of war, it is difficult 


_to keep a close watch on es naval and 


military expenditure. ' Everything has to — 
be done in a hurry, and no doubt great 


extravagance has taken place in all the — 


belligerent countries, If we deduct every-_ 
thing in the form of interest on war loans, 
war pensions, payments to the States, and 


so on—everything in the way of fixed ex-_ 


penditure—we find that, in 1914, purely 
ordinary or peace expenditure was 
£16,640,153, while for 1918-19, 
mated at £16 913,143. Thig would show 
an increase of only a little over £300,000... 
To get at the true position, however, we | 
must have regard to the expenditure on 
works. In 1914, our works extendas” 
amounted to £2, 673, 939, while the works — 
se a ona for 1918- 19 is Gee Sat at 


it is. conbi- S 


* 
Bf 
rae 
a 
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£454,951. 
we find that the ordinary purely admin- 


istrative and departmental expenditure in 


1914 was £13,968,214, as against an esti- 
mate of £16, 518 792 in 1918, showing an 
increase of £2, 550, 578. Here we have a 
great leeway which must be made up. 
_ Drastic reductions should be made in the 
Estimates of the different Departments 
to make good this difference in the ex- 
penditure for the two war years men- 
tioned. 

Notwithstanding that we are endea- 
youring to cut down expenditure, we find 
an increase in the Estimates for almost 
every Department. The expenditure of 
the Prime Minister’s Department in 1914 
was £169,000, whereas for 1918-19 it is 
estimated at £229,000. The Treasury 
Estimates have increased from £3,622,000 
in 1914 to about £5,000,000 in respect of 
the current financial year. These in- 
creases may include many items of ex- 


penditure capable of satisfactory expla-. 


_ nation, but it is certainly the duty of 
Ministers to explain why, in the ordinary 
administrative and departmental expen- 
diture, so far as we are able. to classify 
it, there is an increase of £2,500,000 as 
against the figures for 1914. 
Sir Roserr Brst.—The creation of 
Boards may be largely responsible for it. 
Mr. SAMPSON.—If the administra- 
tive accretions during the war arise from 
the formation of commercial pools and 
- business activities, which have been taken 
over by the Government, the reductions 
should be equally rapid; before long we 
should be relinquishing many of them. 
In dealing with the business details of 
the Departments it should be possible for 
us to make suggestions, and to ask that 
the Estimates be revised by the respon- 
sible Ministers as well as by the Trea- 
surer. The honorable member for Yarra 
(Mr. Tudor), in discussing the Estimates 
for the Prime Minister’s Department, re- 
ferred to the item relating to the intelli- 
gence officer. Such an officer was, perhaps, 
necessary during the war to give the pub- 
‘le information as to action taken on the 
War Precautions Act. 
Mr. Brennan.—He did not give that 
information to the public. 


[REPRESENTATIVES. ] 


Deducting that expenditure | 


1918-19. = 4 


Mr. SAMPSON.—At any rate, what- 
ever justification there might have been 
for the creation of such an office during — 
the war, its continuance now that the war 
is over cannot be defended. 

In these Estimates the provision made 
for increases of salary should be the sub- 
ject of review. We have, for instance, 
an item of something like £2 ,000 in re- 
spect of _ temporary assistance for the 
Prime Minister’s Department. Seeing — 


that it ought to be a declining Depart- — 


ment, we should be told why temporary 
assistance is necessary in it. The Prime ~ 
Minister’s Department has been estab- 
lished for only four or five years, but it 
has built up its expenditure largely by 
the transfer of branches formerly admin- 
istered by other Departments. The pro- 
bability is that had those branches been 
left with the Departments formerly ad- 
ministering them, there would have been 
very little increase in their expenditure. — 
Then, again, we have the item of ‘‘main- 
tenance of motor cars.” Last year we 
appropriated £1,000 for the purpose, and 
the actual expenditure was £1,796. We 
are now asked to vote £1,250. Ts that in- 
crease necessary ? 

Mr. Boyp.—There has been ‘a big in- 
crease in the price of petrol. Rats 
SAMPSON.—That might partly 


Mr. 
account for the increase in this 
case. A heavy expenditure is also pro- t 


vided for in the Prime Minister’s Esti- . 
mates in connexion with the Audit Office. —_ 
We-should hear from the responsible Min- 
ister a statement as to the duties of that 
office. Revelations have recently been 2 
made by the Commission on Navy and « 
Defence Administration as to the pur- 
chase of the Shaw wireless works, and 
also of vessels at an exorbitant rate in 
connexion with the Department of the 
Navy. A mere recital of such trans- — 
actions in the Auditor-General’s annual __ 
report might have saved the Government 
from heavy losses, The expenditure on — 
the Auditor-General’s Branch is inereas- . 
ing every year, but in his annual report , 
there’ was no reference to those purchases 
by the Navy Department, which have 1 a 
volved the Commonwealth in a loss of pro- i 
bably £50,000. I know that the Auditor- — 

General claims that there are certain limi _ 


Db 


ee  Betimates, 
tations to his duties, but the time has 
arrived when his responsibilities should 
be widened, and the whole Department 
reformed. : 
_ Another service covered by the Esti- 
mates of the Prime Minister’s Depart- 
ment is that of the Public Service Com- 
missioner’s Office, in respect of which 
there is an increase of £4,000 as com- 
pared with the expenditure of last year. 
The grading and-classification of offices, 
and the fixing of the pay of officers of 
the Public Service seems now to be done 
largely by the Conciliation and Arbitra- 
tion Court, and it is, therefore, difficult 
- to understand why this increase should be 
necessary. - 
- There is also an item of £46,000 in re- 
spect of the High Commissioner’s Office 
in London. For years we have been told 
that a stupendous effort is to be made to 
bring the High Commissioner’s Office into 
line with the offices of the State Agents- 
General in order that the cost of the re- 
presentation of Australia in London 
might be reduced, as the people during 
the Federal referendum were led to be- 
lieve it would be. Has any great effort 
been made by the Government to bring 
about the amalgamation of the Common- 
wealth and State offices in London ? 
Mr. Bruce Smrru.—We are told that 
another Minister is going home. | 3 
Mr. SAMPSON.—<And that, notwith- 
standing that we have a High Commis- 
sioner and two Ministers already in Lon- 
don. Time will not permit of my dealing 
with every item in these Estimates, but 
the unnecessarily heavy expenditure pro- 
vided for in the Estimates for the Prime 
_ Minisjer’s Department warrants the Com- 
mittee in demanding that they shall be 
reviewed, and that the expenditure of the 
Commonwealth should be reduced to at 
- least last year’s level. 
_ Departments are also under the control of 
_ the Prime Minister’s Department. I do 
- not know why the Acting Minister for the 
_ Navy (Mr. Poynton), who is in charge 
of these Estimates. I believe the Assis- 
tant Minister has done good work in con- 
- nexion with shipbuilding, but I wish to 
know why this almost unlimited expen- 
diture is not placed under the Navy De- 
_ partment and the control of the same 


FoF 
ae i { as * 
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The Ship-building . 
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Minister. Or does the honorable.member 
for Grey (Mr. Poynton), as an Assistant 
Minister, control the expenditure, even — 
though it is in the Prime Minister’s De- 
partment? It is due to the Committee, 
and to the people, and it is necessary to 
the discharge of our. trusteeship as 
custodians of the public purse, that the — 
Committee should take charge of the pub- 
Jic expenditure, some of which I think is 
too high. The Acting Prime Minister has 
given a definite undertaking that some of 
the items of expenditure will be reduced. 
He referred particularly to recruiting, — 
and certain other war activities. But I 
believe that, owing to the altered circum- 
stances and the fact that the Government — 
~intend to reduce the number of com- 
mercial activities in which they are en- 
gaged there is room for a further curtail- 
ment of the ordinary departmental and 
administrative costs. 
Mr. McWirtiams.—Is it proposed to 
operate these ships as a Commonwealth 
enterprise ? : 
Mr. SAMPSON.—There has been a — 
big expenditure on ships, incurred with- 
out any authority from this House. Of 
course, during the war millions of pounds 
were expended without any direct ap- 
proval from the House other than the 
authority to raise the money. As an in- — 
struction from the Committee that this 


9 


expenditure be further.reviewed by the 


Treasurer with a view to substantial re- 
ductions in the Prime Minister’s Depart- 
ment, | move— zs 

That the vote be reduced by £1. 

Mr. HIGGS (Capricornia) [12.4]—_I 
congratulate the honorable member who 
has just spoken on having moved an 
amendment as an instfuction to the Go- 
vernment, and may I express my grati- 
tude to those honorable members, includ- 
ing the honorable members for Barrier 
(Mr. Considine), Melbourne Ports (Mr. 
Mathews), Maribyrnong (Mr. Fenton), 
Brisbane (Mr. Finlayson), and Swan 
(Mr. Corboy), and some of the members 
on the Government side for having pre- 
vented the Government breaking the back — 
of the discussion on the Estimates by 
compelling the House to sit all night. 
J was not able to remain in the House 
for more than twelve hours, and I am 
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eget that I ave been able to get a 
rest, and that I now have an opportunity 
of making a few remarks that I consider 
“necessary in the interests of good Govern- 
“ment. I wish to remind the Committee 
ook the extraordinary growth of the Prime 
Minister's Department. In 1902 there 
was no such Department. The work of 
the Prime Minister was done in con- 

nexion with the Ministry of External 
Affairs. Not till 1911 was the Prime 
- ‘Minister’s Department created, and I find 
that the estimates for 1910- rel included 
provision for a secretary to the Prime 


- Minister at a salary of £420. The num- - 


ber of officers in the Prime_ “Minister’s 
office was six, and the total vote for 
the Department, including the Audit 
Office, was £21,059. In 1911-12 the 


total vote was £24,457, and the officers in 


the Prime Minister's office numbered 
eight and in the whole Department 
eighty-five. In the office of the Prime 


Minister was a secretary at £520, a senior 
elerk, four clerks, a senior messenger, and 
a typist. 
expenditure of the Department is esti- 
‘mated i ea wa Bo i 177, of which £32,834 
"4g im, the Prime Minister’s office, 


and the secretary’s salary has been 


3 ‘increased from £600 to £750, without any 


_ reference to Parliament. The office staf 
which, in 1911, numbered six, is now in- 
~ ereased to forty-eight. The Acting Prime 
| Minister will agree with me that that is 
not the proper method of procedure in 
en to Commonwealth expenditure, 
and if he is in office long enough I believe 
he will alter this state of affairs. If he 
knew the practices of the secretary of the 
Prime Minister’s Department he would 


aks the approval of Parliament before 


giving that gentleman an increase of £150 
Pha annum. 


Mr. Boyp.—He is one of thé hardest- 


_ worked officers in the Service. 


Mr. HIGGS.—Hardest-worked officer 
in the Service! This is the officer who 

is ea. the Anzac Bulleton for circula- 
- tion amongst the soldiers abroad—a com: 
ae gaieton that was absolutely one-sided. 


Mr. Boyp.—That would be done under 
<i the instructions of the Prime Minister. 


_(REPRESENTATIVE : 


a 


-member’s argument in that regard? — 


For the eurrent year thie "total 


made no reference whatever 


Mr. “HIGGS The sonceables 1] 
tells me that the Prime Minister’s - 
tary, under instructions from his chi 
sent tu ie soldiers statements which Ebe 


sition, » 
Mr. Borp,—I do not. ea anything at 4 
all about the matter, but I am certain — 
that he would not send that publication — ae 
to the soldiers on his own initiative. ‘ a 

Mr. HIGGS.—1I should like to know if <4 
Mr. Shepherd’s services im that regard 
are the reason for his salary being ine 
creased to £750. We find that-the Prime 
Minister’s office uow includes a secretary, 
an intelligence officer, a private secre- 


tary, or twenty-six officers in the clerical. — 
division, and nineteen in the general. divi- 


i 
a 


sion, making a total of forty-eight. 
Mr. Wart.—What is the honorable — ae 


Mr. HIGGS.—That Sir. Henry. Paces 
was tight when he said, “ Create a De 
partment and place a man in charge, 
he will soon surround himself with a — 
staff.’ The Prime Minister’s Depart- 
ment has even a paying officer, but I be 
lieve the Treasurer intends to make’ some 
re- ee in that regard, As to. hee 


subornation of the press. 
sends the most one-sided cane £0, Lon 


Mr. HIGGS A few ays ago- 
honorable gentleman supplied me with 
sample of the cables that are sent. Th 
members of the Win-the-War party a: 
supposed to represent private enterpr 
and surely the newspapers will find — 
their own interest to send news 
ee Ce for aes Be 


this Howe. an the ‘denthes 
Forrest and Sir George Reid, - 
speech of the Acting Prime - 


tude of the Cppehers 


resents the view he takes of his ae 

s a publicity officer. I know that this 
- gentleman — (Mr. Cook) lost no 
- portunity of giving the Prime Minis- 

ter the most exagg gerated flattery, and. 
of misrepresenting the views and aims 
of the members of the Opposition 
in ‘the Melbourne Herald, on which 
_he was employed. I ask that the Economy 
’ Board shall inquire into the appointment 
of publicity officers. There are sufficient 
_ newspapers in the Commonwealth to sup- 
ply the general public with views re- 


; garding the proceedings in this Parla- — 


/ ment. If the Prime Minister requires 
somebody to boom him and declare that 
he is received with loud applause, and that 

the audience rises en. masse to give him 

an ovation, let him pay for such services 
out of his own pocket. At one time, so 
partial was the public press, so unfair 

asa rule to the Labour Party, that I 

was in favour of establishing a Govern- 

ment newspaper: I thought we could 
surely issue a Government sheet in which 
officers of the Crown would publish fair 
accounts of what was taking place in 

_ political life, holding the balance equally 
between the parties, and I actually had 

the idea of appointing somebody to 

brighten the Government Gazette. But, 
after my experience of Government sheets, 


their duty to boom the Prime “Minister 
and the Government, and hold up the 
“Opnos‘tion to ridicule and public con- 
tempt. The Prime Minister’s Depart- 
2 ment, and its secretary, to whom the 
z Government. have chosen to give another 


=. 


£150 per annum, call for further con-_ 


_ sideration and criticism. 
a In the second progress report of the 
: Commiss’ on appointed to inquire into 
Navy and Defence administration, I have 
- discovered some very important comments 
‘: A evarding the position of the Auditor- 
General. We know that millions of 
ounds have been wasted and that gigan- 
- frauds have been perpetrated during 
> war, and the Roval Commission in 
ferring to the matter, drew attention 
to the disabilities of the Auditor-General 
ind the defects of the Avdit Act. 


That 


Op-- 


is would not vote one penny fer such a 
project, because the Government in power 
either uses an official publication in its 


am 


‘own interests or the officers consider it _ 


ut fans ee by Parliarent . with - 


am idea of wales the Auditor- General 
absolutely independent of any Minister or 
Government, and responsible only to Par- 


lament. His position was to have been 
equal to that of a. High Court Judge, so 
that he could not be removed from office 
except by resolution of the House. But. 
what are the facts? If the? 


Auditor- — 


oS 


General requires additional staff, he must 


go, cap it hand, to Mr. M. L. Shepherd, _ 
lf 4h, 
statement of the Royal Commission Were. 


the Prime Minister’s secretary. 


not before our eyes in black and white, — 
could we believe that such a thing could be 
possible? The Auditor-General, in order 


to cope with arrears of work, which the 


Commission admitted, had to apply to. 
Mr. Shenherd for more officers: In para- 


graph 61 of the report, the Royal Com- — 


mission, referring to the scope of the 
Aaiatiny. General’s operations, said— 


When it is remembered that the scope of the 
Auditor-General’s operations covers the exam- 
ination of the accounts of the Commonwealth 
Treasury, Defence and Navy Departments (in- 
cluding the Woollen Mills, Clothing Factory, 


Dockyards, Small Arms Factory, Gordite Face 


tory, Harness and Equipment Factory), 
monwealth Bank, General Post Office, Customs 


Department, Land. Tax, Entertainments” Meet 


Passports, Public Tr ust, 
Board, Soldiers’ 
Line of Steamers, Prime Minister’s Department, 


Australian Wheat. 


Department of Home and Territories, Depart-_ S 
&c., the im- _ 


ment of Works and Railways, &c., 
possibility of coping with such a task with a 
staff of 131 permanent officers and 81 tempor- 
ary employees will be realized, and it is not 
surprising that the work in connexion with — 


-numbers of the immense operations indicated 


above are in some cases years in arrear. 


It is the opinion of three business men 
that, owing to the extent of his duties, — 
the ‘Audits sr-General’s work is years in 


arrears. That officer applied to the Prime 
Minister’s Department for an increased 
staff, and I invite honorable members to 
reed what Mr. Shepherd had to say— 


The Prime Minister has asked me for a report 
on the observations in par. 27 of the Royal’ 
Commission second Progress Report under. the 
heading ‘-Auditor- General and his functions.” 


Repatriation, Commonwealth _ 


Commie. = 


I desire to point out that the only occasion ~ : 


on which any. serious disagreement with the — 


Auditor- General on staff matters took place, 
was in connexion with the methods by which he 
proposed to cope with increased work or bring 


“up arrears of work. ~ 


Are we on a stage and merely acting | 2 2 
This officer had the 


part in a comedy? 
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presumption to dictate to the Auditor- 
General how he shall conduct his work. 
Did be do that under the instructions of 
the Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes)? This 
£600-a-year-officer, as he then was, said— 


On several occasions I suggested that, instead 
of his proposals to employ assistance at 10s. 
per day, he should secure the services of com- 
petent auditors, and strengthen the staff in 
the higher prades. The last occasion on which 
this was done was when he. submitted, for the 
special sanction of the Prime Minister, a re- 
quest of the Director of Naval and Military 


Audit for the appointment of 108 temporary. 


elerks at 10s. a day, at an increased cost of 
£17,000 per annum, to the existing staff of 72, 
making 180 in all, “to overtake arrears of 
work within twelve months.” The Auditor- 
General stated that “the present application 
_eovers so large a number of additional officers 
that I do not care to follow the usual course 
of indicating my personal preliminary  ap- 
proval, but submit the matter for your special 
sanction.” The usual custom is for the 
Auditor-General td engage temporary assist- 
ance, and submit each. case for formal ap- 
_proval. 

When submitting this to the Prime Minister, 
I drew attention ‘to the difficulty of securing 
good temporary clerks, and suggested that it 
“would be better to appoint a number of quali- 
fied auditors. The Prime Minister concurred 
in this view, and submitted the matter to 
Cabinet. 


The Auditor-General is a man of very 
wide experience, and, with all his faults, 
is avery ableman. And I desire to make 


an apology, and explain that when I said - 


the Auditor-General was too old for his 
position I did not know that he was being 
treated in this fashion by the Prime Min- 
ister and his Secretary. I did not know 
that the Auditor-General had actually to 
come to the Secretary of the Prime Min- 
ister’s Department and ask his permission 

to appoint officers, and that it was in 
the power of the Secretary to object, and 
tell the Auditor-General that, instead of 
asking for temporary men, he ought to 
seek competent auditors. What does 
this Secretary know about auditing? 
Is he an experienced accountant? Haas he 
the qualifications of the Auditor-General ? 
We find the Prime Minister submitting 
the matter to his Secretary, and asking 
him to make a report on the Auditor- 
General’s representations. The Royal 
Commission pointed out that the work of 
_ the Auditor-General was years in arrear, 
because of the scope of his financial audit 
Mr. Higgs. 


[REPRESENTATIVES.] | 
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and the absence of Ament oes The a 
Auditor-General, instead of occupying - bs 
the independent "position in which we, as 
the Federal Parliament, sought to place- 
him, as the man in control of vast sums, 
has to come to the Prime Minister, who 
submits his case to the Secretary to the ~~ 
Department, a gentleman who, until the 
Government thought fit to give him an 
additional £150, was receiving a salary 
of £600 a year. The Secretary to the 
Prime Minister goes on to say— 


As a result, it was referred to the Treasurer 
to ascertain his views, and he forwarded a re- 
port, furnished by the Secretary to the Trea- 
sury, who pointed out that— 

(1) The proposal aims at overtaking ar- 
rears in twelve months. . 

(2) The request for such a large number 
makes one wonder whether the weak- 
ness is purely numerical. ee 

(3) The proposed increase is of the poorest 
material. 

(4) The application suggests the under- 
taking of an immense amount of de- 
tail work, the wisdom of which is not 
apparent, and may well be doubted. 

(5) The new temporary officers would form 
60 per.cent. of the staff to audit — 

. large and important transactions. 

At the same time, the Secretary to the Trea- — 
surer expressed his realization of the serious- 
ness of the position of refusing staff which the 
Auditor-General considered necessary. He re 


made other proposals for overcoming the a 
difficulty. - 5 dy 
Mr. Hxcror Lamonp.—That rather 


agrees with the Secretary to the Prime _ ‘i 
Minister. « | 4 
iMr. HIGGS. ie apparenuy. agrees to 


Prime Ministers but, at the same time, tho 
Secretary to the Treasury saw the serious- _ 
ness of the position created by refusing 
a staff. In view of the fact that 
the Treasury accounts, like accounts of 
every other Department, come under 
the supervision of the Auditor-General, — 
surely, to most people, it must appear 
wrong for the Auditor-General to have to — 
submit his case to the Secretary of any 
Department, whose work and whose 
officers’ work have to be supervised an 
examined by the Auditor-General and h 
officers? The Prime Minister made a di 
cision, with the following memorandum 
‘With regard to the recommendations, 
11, 12, 13, in the second progress report 


ing with the position of the Auditor-Ge 
propose to see how effect can ®s 
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~ thereto. a The dare wiitons are not free 

s from difficulty, as they involved the questions 
of the appointment, promotion, transfer, and 
general control of the Audit staff, the appro- 

priation of money for that purpose, and the 
responsibility to Parliament. 


I earnestly hope that the press will let 
> the public know exactly how the Auditor- 

General is being treated. 
for the amendment in the hope that 
before very long the Parliament 
will put the Auditor-General in his 
_ proper position. 
“ requires 400 officers to supervise the ex- 
penditure of hundreds of millions of 
money, let us see that he gets them, and if 
any honorable member feels “that the 
Auditor-General is asking for too many, 

let him say so in his place here, and 

allow the Auditor-General, if he so wishes, 


CW Fd yo Oe ee 


to defend his position at the bar of the - 


House. At any rate, an end ought to be 
put to a humiliating position. <A high 
public officer, representing the public of 
Australia on the one hand, and the mem- 
bers of this Parliament on the other, who 


stands between them and the ee who’ 


handle the expenditure of vast sums, 
~ ought not to be subject to a subordinate 
officer. It is said that “finance is go- 
- vernment.” No question that has come 
before this House could be more vital to 
the public welfare. 
7a There are one or two other matters to 
which I desire to call attention, though, 
to my. mind, they are not of such ereat 
importance as that to which I have just 
- referred. The Public Service Commis- 
-_ sloner comes under the Prime Muinister’s 
_ Department. ‘Something is . wanting 
* in connexion with this branch _ of 
the Service. We created a Com- 
missioner’ in an endeavour to 
-vent—and ! believe we have 


suc- 


_eeeded—members of Parliament appoint- ~ 


ing their relatives and friends to posi- 

tions in the Service. Such a practice pre- 
_ vailed many years ago, and was, without 
doubt, a scandal. A member of Parlia- 
ment is not in a position very often to 
Judge of the qualifications of the appli- 
cant, and would prefer somebody else to 
make.a decision; for do we not desire the 
srvices of the best obtainable officers? I 
not sure, however, that the Present 
piped of | appointment is the best. The’ 
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I shall vote . 


If the Auditor-General 


pre-: 


honorable member, 
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“Public Service Commissioner and his offi- 
cers arrange examinations, and questions 
in-certain subjects are set to the students 
who present themselves. This system of 
examination, like every other system in 
connexion with the Public Service, is open 
to criticism. 
to answer a dozen questions, founded per- — 
haps on the history of the British Empire ~ 
from the eighteenth century to the pre- — 
sent time. 


Mr. McWi.uiams.—There is a arene 


deal of luck in these examinations. 


' Mr. HIGGS.—That is so. ie 

Mr. Fow.ier.—And important ee 
cations, such as individuality and force of - 
character: are not taken into account. i 

Mr. HIGGS.—There is something wrong 
with these examinations. We know that 
the Chinese have a system it 
memory is the principal qualification, and 
the unfortunate students learn long pas- 
sages until sometimes they go mad in the — 
process. The honorable member for Perth 


(Mr. Fowler) will agree that an examina- 

and arithmetic — 
and mathametics generally, might be sup- _ 
plemented by a personal examination DY oe. 


tion in literary subjects. 


a committee. At the present time, in the — 
case of the navy, every boy presenting 
himself goes before a body of that kind. 


Mr. Fowter.—I suggested that to the 
Public Service Commissioner only a few 
weeks aco. 

Mr. HIGGS.—I am glad to hear that 


the suggestion has been made. Many boys, 
when confronted by the examiners, are 
very often. like members of Parliament in 
their maiden speech, attacked by stage- 

fright, and do not do their best. | 


The CHAIRMAN.—The honorable. 


member’s time has expired. 


Mr. POYNTON (Grey—Assistant Min- 


we have been very much interested in the 
remarks of the honorable member for 


.Capricornia (Mr. Higgs), especially those 
in reference to the Intelligence Officer. 


any one ought to know the details of the — 
appointments in this Department it is the - 
for practically the 
whole were made when he, himself, was 
Treasurer, and there was an Intelligence 
Officer at that time. 


A lad is sent into a room 


in which — 


EE stumaces, 


‘ aly iS 


OMe Hueas p—Lfhe honorable member is 


_ wrong ; Mr. 
= left office. 
_ Mr. POYNTON. mae: sein Intell- 
a Officer was appointed after the 
onorable member left office, but there 
_ was one when he was at the Department. 
Mr. Hiees.—Was that officer getting 
” £504 per annum? No. 
| Mr. POYNTON.—AIl the officers were 
appointed by the honorable member when 
Treasurer. [ am not now replying for 


Cook was apeaee after 


the Acting Prime Minister (Mr. Watt),. 


Coe is quite capable of looking after him- 
_ tel 
Mr. Hices.—I deny the statement of 
: ie honorable gentleman, who misrepre- 
S aoute me when he says that there was an 
Intelligence Officer—a Publicity Officer 
-—when I was at the Department. 
The CHAIRMAN.—The honorable 


member can make a personal explanation 


_ afterwards. 
Mr. Tupor.—What was the name of 
the publicity officer to whom the honor- 
1 able member is referring? 
Mir, 
name, but I am confident that I am 
eg 
Mr. Tupor.—I am confident that you 
are n0t.. 2 - 
 - Mr. Hices—The Minister is most reck: 
less in his statements to-day. 
ae ‘Mr. POYNTON.—There are refer- 
ences in the Estimates to Commonwealth 
| shipbailding, the Commonwealth line of 
steamers, the Commonwealth Shipping 
Board. and the Port Pirie wharves. 


_ Mr. McoWrtrtrams.—Do you not think - 
it would be better if these were directly 


under the Navy Department? 


to express an opinion, seeing that I am 
_ only Acting Minister. 
- honorable members some 
about the progress of the wooden vessels 
_ which are being built under contract for 
the Commonwealth in America, and also — 
in reference to the vessels known as the 
_ Austral line, and their earnings. It is 
~ known to honorable members that we con- 
_ tracted for the construction of fourteen 
_ ships, and, of these, six are now on the 


: oe ee Toading, | or ae loaded, and. 
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POYNTON_I do not know the cltips—£2, 000,000 


Mr. POYNTON.—It is hardly for me : 


5 desire to give » 
information » 


the pe is to me Gpatvawed | in th 
week in December. The Coolcha has 
rived at San Francisco, and sailed 
Sydney, vi@ Honolulu. The Beringa 
expected here in November, and the 
Bethanga, which was delayed by a break 
down of a forge plant, is expected at any 
time. The Benowa, with engines and 
tanks on board, will be here about the — 
middle of January. The PRUs: neport 
of the Babinda is— 3 
Fitting struts. Delayed iis oni breakdown 

(27,/11/18). Expect launch 14/12/18. _ ae 
There are only three others—the Bal- — 
cataa, the Boobyalla, and Boortka; in re 
ference to the two first, the Bk is— 
’ Progressing — satisfactorily Bl 
Decks layed. Caulking 9712018, 

I have no particulars of the Boorika. de +s 
to the Austral line; on the balance-sheet — _ 
for the first es there was shown.a age es 


off, and that there was £15, 000 ‘to. th 
credit . the line. a =) 


the. war. 

Mr, Hector Laxonn. —The pure 
was due to the war. | = 
ae Fowrun. aie was not. 
ing to take any ede but ae to ae 
a plain statement of fact. Whether tl 
is. the pe of thee war or not, hones 


Pee ey te ae 


contain amount fo aha credit.- 
' Mr. Corszr. —How many stipe ar : 
there atont? = 


emannte Some time ago I atone d 
“House that contracts had been let me yr 
construction of twenty-six steel 
oe wooden ae 


six ships, 
labour would not compl 
known 


E “Rercement.. 
:formation of the Committee, the last 
onthly report of the progress of opera- 

tions in the various shipbuilding yards. 

_ This report has not yet been placed before 


the Cabinet, but I have obtained permis- 


sion to make its contents public. It is as 
follows :— ; 
_ Williamstown ao enclose herewith for the 


as of the mare dorte at the ‘Williamstown 
Dockyard during. the month of November, 
pe 1018, 

3g The work of fitting shell deck, tunnel, and 
* other plating in position in the first ship is 
proceeding as material comes to hand. During 
the month the framework of the forecastle, 
_ bridge, and- poop have been erected and 
Z ~rivetted. The counter of the vessel, including ~ 
_ the plating, has also: been put in position. The 
framework of the vessel is. completely 
. finished. 

The whole of the double bottom tank of the 
- gecond vessel is completely erected and 
_rivetted. One or two strakes of the bottom 
ae plating are in position, and all the available 
_ tank top plating is in position. 

* The whole of the transverse and longitudinal 
_ frames and beams are finished, and are being 
_rivetted ready for erection. The erection will 
i ommence at an early date. The work of 

ivetting the transverse frames is being pushed 
_ forward with all despatch. | 
One hundred and forty-one tons of | steel 
plates and six tons of bars from the Broken 


delivered into the yard during the month. 

_ — Cockatoo Island.—A copy of the report from 
ee oe General Manager, Cockatoo Island Dock- 
_ yard, attached hereto, shows the position there 
at 26th November, 1918. 

_ As indicated therein, the prepared material 
a amounts to 437 tons, and. of this, 365 tons is 
. erected on the slipway: 
_ Walsh Island—A “copy of the progress re- 
e port submitted on 29th November, 1918, by 
_ the Director of Shipbuilding, Walsh Island, 
which is attached, indicates the position at the 
yards on the date mentioned. Photographs 
- =) which accompanied the Director’s report are _ 
also enclosed, and indicate the stage the ship- 
building work has reached. » 
oo the plating of the shell of the first vessel 
is proceeding as material becomes available, 
ma and— stock material is being utilized to the 
eet. possible extent. The stern plating is 
in hand, and part of the upper deck plating 
_ has been fitted. 


p tely framed; the tank margin fitted, and 
ar Of the tank ‘top and shell plating is in 
start has been made with the erec- 


of the transverse and longitudinal fram- 


The stern post is to hand, and prepara- 
re being made for erection, e 


7 purpose Deine, for io : 


‘Hill Proprietary Company’s works have been 


‘The bulkheads are in course of construc- _ 


The work on the tind: Ress has so far rae 
vanced as to permit of a start being made with 
the framing. 


Walkers Limited.—Advice haa Been receiyade 


that at 27th November, 1918, the fourth stern 
frame and rudder stops had been shipped, 
while the fifth had been completed, and a sixth 
frame is cast and machined with the exception. 
of the drilling. 

Wooden Ships. —Work is now proceeding at 
the yards of Messrs. Kidman and Mayoh on 
the actual shipbuilding, and progress is being — 
made. 


ib 


More_ timber continues to be received _ 


in the yard, and work is advancing on the : : 


preparation thereof. 
At. Messrs. Hughes, Martin, and Washing- 


ton’s yard two keels. are laid, and a com- — 


-mencement has been made with ae main tim- 


bers. Further supplies of timber have been 
received in the yard, and some additional men 
put on the work of preparing material for 
other vessels. = 


The Wallace Power Boat Company have re- 


ceived into the yard large quantities of tim-_ 
ber, 


in the yard is proceeding satisfactorily. 
Shipment of Plates—Shipments. of plates 
ordered from America continue to come along 
slowly. The s.s. 
Francisco on 22nd October, has arrived in Syd-_ 
ney with 630 tons. The s.s. 
Coolcha, which are en route, have on board 350° 
and 1,000 tons respectively, and there are also 
on the water 208 tons in the s.s. Karort, 265. 


eighteen frames are erected, and others — 
“are almost ready to be put up. Work generally _ 


Challamba, which left San 


Bellata and s.8.  — 


tons on the s.s. Coolgardie, and 480 tons on the ee 


8.8. Middlesbury. 


With these deliveries there will remain ae 
balance of about 1,000 tons, and it is expected 


that this quantity will be shipped. by the end 
of the year. 


The delivery of this material will rs 


make possible continuous progress, and it may 
be anticipated that at least two ships gr abe: ee 


launched early in the new year. 


- Serious delay has been experienced in - hese 
discharging and transhipment of material after 


arrival in Sydney.. 


ment and regulations at Sydney, both for 


I am ‘given to understand, — 
that with -the present discharging arrange- _ 


timber and case oil, with which the vessele—- 


carrying the plates are partly loaded, this de- | 


plorable delay is unavoidable. The seriousness 
of the position may be judged by the fact that — 
it took six weeks from the date of arrival of 
this material in Sydney to reach Melbourne. 
This is a matter which ealls for immediate 
attention. 

The Broken Hill Proprietary Company 
Limited have offered to reduce the price of — 
sectional material for a further 
eight ships from £23 to £17 per ton, but are 
not prepared to make any reduction on the | 
£30 per ton they are at present charging for 
steel plates, and further express a desire that 
plates be obtained from England or mW ee 


MACHINERY. 


Walsh Island.—Progress of machinery stead 


generally satisfactory, but there is still some 
difficulty in the manufacture of large one 


contract. for 3 
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Steps, however, are being taken to overcome 
ne Erection in the shops has been com- 
enced on engines for No. 3 ship. 

Thompson and Company, Castlemaine. —_Pyo- 
gress on machinery is generally satisfactory. 
Erection in shop is continuing on engines for 
No. 1 ship. There is still some difficulty in 
the manufacture of large forgings. Steps, 
however, are being taken to overcome this. 

Clyde Engineering Company.—Designs fot 
principal parts of the main engines have been 
approved, and work is commencing in the 
pattern shop. 

Number of Men Employed.—The number of 
men employed in the shipyards is, approxi- 
mately, as follows:— 


On Hull Construction and Preparations. 


Williamstown as fs He A96 
Walsh Island - he es ‘“e. 338 
- Cockatoo Island .. 4 bce UO 
Kidman and Mayoh ; . 120 
Wallace Power Boat Company S188 
‘Hughes, Martin, and Washington .. 74 
Mersey Shipbuilding Sages fcacign ©: | 
Walkers Limited a 14 
On M nehinetue ; 
Thompson and Company 250 
Walsh Island a .. 204 
Various other contractors pectugite 
steel workers) 200 . 
On Timber Gotting. 
Hughes, Martin, and Washington .. 250 
Wallace Power Boat opens 250 
Kidman and Mayoh 125 
2,415 


I anticipate that two of the ships will be 
launched in February; and, in addition, 
a collier of 7,000 tons now building on 
what is known as the Adelaide slip. The 


collier, when fit for sea, will release two* 


of the coastal vessels which are now 
carrying coal. We were paying to the 
Broken Hill Proprietary Company £23 
“per ton for structural steel, and £30 per 
ton for steel plates. The prices were 
high compared with ‘the English and 
American prices, but to these freights 
have to be added. We made representa- 
tions to the company, and they reduced 
the price of their structural steel. to 
£17 per ton, but we were not. successful 
in getting them to reduce the price of 
steel plates—that is $ to } inch plates. 
They are not too keen about making these 
plates, because their plant could be 
more profitably used on other work. 
There are probably 300 or 400 men, and 
perhaps more, working on the collier to 
which I have referred. I ‘regret that 
Mr. Poynton. \ 


[REPRESENTATIVES] 


a big agitation on the subject, and a 
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there has not been more progress made im 
Tasmania. One reason for the delay 
there is that the engineers’ strike pre- 
vented necessary machinery, which had 
been ordered, from being supplied. _ % 
The honorable member for Franklin 
(Mr. McWilliams) complained of the in- 
crease of the «payments to ship-owners 
allowed by the Shipping Board. The 
ships were all taken over at the Board of 
Trade Blue-Book rates, the price origin- 
ally paid being: For passenger ships, 
from 20s. 6d. to 16s. 6d. per ton, per 
month, none of the profits going to the | 
owners; and for colliers and cargo 
vessels, from 14s. to 16s, 6d. The ~ 
Board had. the right to increase the rates — 
by 10 per cent., but did not take advan- 
tage of it. Later, the Imperial Govern- 
ment decided’ on an. increase of rates, 
chiefly because it was thought that a fund 


- should be established for re-construction, 


to meet the heavy losses of the war, and 


also because the owners were.being called- 
upon to pay war-time profits tax. The in- 


crease did not apply to passenger boat 
rates, but collier and cargo boat rates 
were increased about 4s. Boats of those / 
classes have suffered most from torpedo — 
attacks. Representations were made to — 
me on the subject, when it was pointed 
out that the vessels had been taken over 
altogether from the owners, that the 
owners’ earnings were subject ‘to the Wattas ia 
time profits tax, and that if the vessels . 
were free they could easily earn from 60s. 
to 80s. per ton by going to neutral coun- -> > 
tries for freight. Under these circum- — 
stances it was thought by the Acting 
Prime Minister (Mr. Watt) that 
it would be fair to increase the rate. — 
Reference has been made to the coal- — 
handling plant at Port Pirie. It was ar- 
ranged for before I had anything to do 
with the Department, in consequence of 
the difficulty that was being experienced 
in getting coal to the Barrier. There was ez 


be ees 
+A ri 


HN a eee eer 
baie eo ena a Ws Peas A 


deputation waited on the Premier of — 
South Australia, and I think that another — fe 
ieminnen came to Melbourne. In the 
first place, the South Australian Govern- 
ment were going to erect the plant, 
eventually they asked us to do so. — It w. 
felt that vessels shud not bese la; 


~ one, 
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to erect the pia and the wharf, to be 
taken over afterwards by South Australia 
at a valuation. The Barrier wharf at 
- Port Pirie has now been acquired by the 
Commonwealth Government, under the 
Lands Acquisition Act, at a cost of 
£82,500. The wharf is a very valuable 
A mechanical coal-handling plant 
has been erected on the wharf at a total 
cost to date of £74,759 8s. 6d. The work- 
ing expenses of the wharf to date total 
" £24,933 6s. 5d., and the earnings have 
amounted to £37,852 0s. 7d. The working 
expenses for the month of October were 
£2,092 13s. 6d.; and the earning$ for the 
same period, £3 ,230 1s. 5d. On that basis 
the earnings for a year would®be £38,760. 
In a comparative statement it would be 
necessary to show against this the work- 
ing expenses, plus interest on outlay, and 
depreciation. The total. outlay on the 
wharf and plant to date amounts to 
£157,500. The approximaté earnings for 
twelve months are £38,760; the approxi- 
mate working expenses for twelve months 
‘are £25,200; interest at 5 per cent. on 
the outlay of £157,500, £7,875; deprecia- 
tion, at 15 per cent., on £75,000 of plant, 
- £11,250; depreciation, at 5 per cent., on 
- £20,000 for the wharf, £1,000. These 
_ figures show an approximate annual loss 
of £6,540.. The haud-labour cost of deal- 
ing with the coal was 2s. 3d. a ton, and 
the cost of dealing with it with machinery 
is 1g. 4d. a ton. 

Sitting suspended ie 1 to 2.30. p.m. 

( Wednesday). 


“Mr. POYNTON.—Captain Davis, who 
was one of a party that went to the 


_ Antarctic regions, installed the plant at 


Port Pirie, and managed it for some 
time. He then made application for per- 
mission to go to the war and recom- 
mended that Mr. Harry Jackson should 
be appointed to control the plant. I 
would not agree to the recommendation 
until Mr. Jackson had shown some ability 
to hold’ the position. He was employed 
for about three or four weeks with Cap- 


tain Davis, and in that time showed that 


he was capable of doing the work for 
_ which he had been recommended. At the 
end of that period Admiral Clarkson sub- 
_ mitted a minute recommending that Cap- 


tain Davis be relieved, 


and that Mr. | 
Jackson be appointed in his place. I 
concurred in the recommendation. : 
Mr. BOYD (Henty) [2.31]—The Min- 
ister has dealt with a very interesting 
statement in regard to the working of the 
coal discharging appliances at Port Pirie, 
and during the adjournment I have taken 
the trouble to secure some reports which 
were in my desk dealing with the plant. 
I did not expect the matter to come before 
Parliament, but I was interested in it 
because the shipping officials of the Com- 
monwealth Government had endeavoured 
to force the hands of the Melbourne Har- 
bor Trust, of which I'am a Commissioner, 
to follow the policy adopted in South 
Australia and install grabs for the hand- 
ling of coal. As a Trust we were success- 
ful in withstanding that pressure, not 
only from persons interested, but also 
from the Commonwealth Government. I 
do not hesitate to say that the machinery 
on the Port Pirie wharf has quite failed — 
to achieve the purpose for which it was 
erected. It was put up without tenders 
having been called, by a firm which was 
certainly; competent enough to erect 
machinery of that kind, but an under- 
standing was arrived at that the four 
gantries, one opposite each hatch on a ves- 
sel, would average 60 tons per hour. That 
is to say, a vessel would be guaranteed a 
discharge of 240 tons per hour from the 
hold. The best results that have been 
obtained so far were secured during the 
months of June and July of this year, 
when 106 tons per hour per ship 
were discharged, as against ‘the pro- 
mised 240 tons per hour per ship. 
Each grab averaged 264 tons per 
hour, instead of the promised 60 tons 
per hour. The reports which I have in 
my possession were prepared by the engi- | 
neer of the Melbourne Harbor Trust, and 
the engineer of the South Australian 
Harbor Board for the guidance of their 
respective bodies in the matter of the ex- — 
penditure of money. Before the Mel- 
bourne Harbor Trust would contemplate 
launching out on an. expenditure of | 
£250,000 with the responsibility for its 
financial success it felt that it must be 
perfectly satisfied that it would seeure a 
proper up-to-date plant that would yield 
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certain results. 
made by the Shipping Board that the 


Port Pirie appliances have discharged — 


coal at a cost of 1s. 3d. per hour. This is 


lian Harbor Board :— : 


ae Admiral Clarkson reported that coal is now 
being discharged by the Port Pirie appliances 
i at 1s. 3d. per “ton, whereas it is costing 2s. 3d. 
to do the same by hand. This is, in the opinion 
of the Board (Supply and Tender Board), a 
ae misrepresentation of the facts. If coal is cost- 
- ing 2s. 3d. per ton gross, including interest, 
maintenance of plant, provision of steam 
winches, &c., it is quite exceptional, and not 
_ the ruling rate, where the work is carried on 
under proper~tonditions, and it cannot be 
- eredited that the gantries do the work at 
Is, 3d. per ton gross. The. cost of labour has 
- been checked by reliable means and found to 
be from 10d. to 1s. for shore labour, and to 
this must be added labour and use of ship’s 
winches for dragging grabs into the sides and 
ends of holds. 
_ the non-inclusion of the cost of maintenance 


and renewals of plant, and the much heavier 


items of interest and depreciation. 


These gears (constructed at Port Pirie) are. 


- considered by engineers to be on the light 


side, frequent. breakdowns occur, and a careful | 


estimate by a prominent engineer who made a 
_ close study of the work, is that repairs repre- 
sent a charge of 4-per cent. on the estimated 
cost of £80, 000, and interest and depreciation 
- another 10 per cent.; 
exceed 124 per cent. ‘The coal consumed was 

estimated at 4.10d. per ton of coal discharged. 
| There have been only 133,000 tons of coal 

worked at the gantries since the erection of 
the plant up to the end of July, 1918, which 
as a to 177,000 tons Der Ton oF 3, ie per 


Hout 6 say 10.50d. ie ton 
Coal — 4.10d. per ton 
aa at 4 per cent. 4.34d. per ton 

Ee iberest and depreciation, ; 
12% per cent. is. 02d. per ton 
Total “31 96d. per ton 


Overtime, which is a big factor, is a further 
ages against the ship, and has not been in- 
Oe aca: but engineering supervision and pro- 
_ portion of administration expenses must of 
necessity be added. 

Comparison of the actual cost of Port Ade- 
laide of putting some 60,000 tons into trucks 
ar heaps during the year has been afforded the 
Board. This was found to be an average of 
Is. 8d. per ton, including winches, interest on 
and upkeep of gear, &e. ~The rate of discharge 
at Port Pirie averaged, throughout June and 
“ _ July, 106 tons per ship hour (which averages 
- 26% tons per grab), while two colliers, under 
the old methods at Port Adelaide, averaged 
125 tons per ship hour, which, in the opinion 


y 
ke 


ead r. SS 


The Steteme had eee 


a report submitted to the South Austra-_ 


The serious error, however, is 


the latter will probably 


_ good work in ships with these decks full. 


time the vessel is detained. 


BS of the Board, goes to, show ‘that, with :, Preyer 


supervision al tae: iil ness of | 
work, the older. ores is” still in advan 


That is a very serious shatemente ma 
by a Board responsible for the effecti: 
working of these machines. The asser- 
tion was made that these gantries would __ 
discharge 60 tons of coal per hour, but 
the very best result obtained was on the = 
s.s. Aeon on the 14th March, 1918, where 
the output of coal was 35.73 tons per — 
hour. a 
Mr. Poynton. The honorable ment bare = 
ber is quoting from a report by Mr. — 
Arthur Searcy. He is 5 Proj nie against fase 
this plant. Sn 
Mr. Tupgr.—At any rate, he is ihe 
State Engineer in South Australia for 


the people who own this plant, but will 


not pay us for it. — to 
Mr. Pornron.—He is-not an engineer. Bice 
Mr. BOYD.—+His opinion is backed up ~ 
by that of other men. The engineer who 
advises the Melbourne Harbor Trust is Fk 
as competent a man as can be. found in 
Australia. ae 
Mr. Tupor. — The CaniaiGuw enti 
would have engaged him for~ lighthou es 
work, but he preferred to remain with the 
Melbourne Harbor Trust. é a 
(Mr. BOYD.—Yes; we treated him we 
This is his report— 


Attention is drawn to the results ae 
working s.s. Aeon, on 14th March, 1918, ee 


ing the between ‘decks at Wallaroo before pr 
ceeding to Port Pirie, as the grabs do not 


coal. eats Ss 

The positive test of the work is, however, 
not the grab-hour, but the ship-hour average, © 
as the longest hatch determines the length o 
In this connexion, 
it is noted that the Chronos, in October, dis-— 
charging by the old method, averaged 91.5 tons — 
per ship hour, which is only 24-tons less than 
the nak rate ‘at the new gears. 


for any ear e that might occur. 
have to handle over 1 ,000 ,000 tox 
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economize, even if the economy eftected 
be ever so little per ton. Speaking from 


these grabs, if they are to be worked suc- 


 eially ‘built for them. The Common- 
‘wealth are now sending to Port Pirie only 
ships that have no ’tween decks. 
Mr. Porynron.—Grabs can only be 
worked successfully without ’tween decks. 
_ The collier which is being built at Cock- 
~atoo\Island is to be specially fitted for 
this trade. 

Mr. BOYD.—It is quite evident that 
vessels must be built to suit these grabs. 
_ _-The vessel which was being discharged at 
Port Pirie while the Harbor Trust “Com- 
_ missioners were there had no ’tween decks. 
Our engineer says— 

_. The vessel which was being discharged at 
the time of the Commissioners’ visit had no 


eo _ *tween decks, and I understand, as far as pos- 

_ gible, only that class of vessel is now sent to 
ea. ort Pirie. | 
‘The cost of dischargin& coal in Mel- 
ae 


- bourne with the winch and basket system 
is-about 1s. 10d. per ton. The argument 
‘put up to the Melbourne Harbor Trust 
by the Shipping Controller, in urging us 
to rush into this matter, was: “It is an 
- urgent matter to get the han away. The 

~ Commonwealth Government will find the 
money. All that you have to do is put 

up the plant.” As business men, I think 
we said, “ Very well. We presume that 
7) =the Commonwealth Government will find 
~ the money, and we will put-up the plant. 
If our engineer makes an estimate of 
= — what this would have cost. in normal times 
before the war, and shows that it-costs so 
say, for the 


much at the present time, 
sake of argument, an extra £100,000, on 
‘— 2 what would have cost £100,000 previously: 
you will debit us with the £100,000 only, 
_. and not with the extra cost.” ae that 
was a different proposition altogether. 
They wanted us to erect the machinery, 


_ whole of the capital. They tried to bring 
fe nena to bear on the Harbor Trust; 
ut they happened to strike a Board of 
: men who were not ready to submit to 
ssure. \We were told that the easiest 
of overcoming the difficulty was to 
| price of 2s. 6d. per ton on our 


my knowledge of shipping, I say that 


cessfully, must be used on vessels spe- 


and, subsequently, be prepared to find the 


charges for discharging coal. AlneGe 
the public are well aware of the present © 
cost, we were told not to mind what the © 
cost would be by the installation of these — 
grabs, because the public would have to — 
pay. That was certainly one way of get- 
ting out of the difficulty. It might suit 
the man operating the machinery, but it 


was a totally different matter to the 
people who had to. pay. 


When. these 
things are investigated at first hand, and — 
When one knows the methods of spending 
money adopted under the War Precau- 
tions Act, in order to achieve certain ob- © 
jects, it traltos one hesitate, and say that 
closer investigation should be made into 
many of these propositions before they © 
are rushed on to the public, and before — 
money is squandered. 


There ought to be a more economical 


-method of shipbuilding and ship repair- 


ing. A little while ago I requested the 
Government to send a vessel owned by © 
the State of Victoria to search among the — 
islands for the missing boat’s crew of the © 
barque John Murray, which had been — 
W ae The Assistant Minister for the — 

vy (Mr. Poynton) facilitated the mat- 
ie in every way in his power, and when — 
we placed it before the Treasurer, he 
consented to pay the cost, but asked me — 
to submit: an estimate of what expendi- — 


‘ture was likely to be incurred by the ex- 


pedition. I made inquiries from ship- — 
builders-and other people as to what their 
charges would be, and I arrived at an — 


estimate, which I submitted to the — 
Acting Prime Minister. He said, “ Very 
well, I will give you~ authority to ue 


spend £500 a month for three months.” 
By-and-by, the bills came in, and. at a 
later date I shall have to fate the Trea- 
surer and explain. why the expenditure 
has been greater than I said it would be. — 
Instead of receiving from the Govern 
ment Dockyard, as I anticipated, a bill — 
for £250 for fitting up the vessel, I got 
a bill for £467, or £217 above me esti- 
maton 1h ae all: very well-to deal in that — 
way with Government work, but if the 
dockyard is to secure the private work — 
which is necessary to its success, it will — 
not do for it to prictealy double its ae 
mates. 3 i, | 
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The policy of shipbuilding j in Australia, 


as laid down by the Government, is an 


excellent one if vessels ean be Sails here 


oath 


- Australian mercantile marine. 


transferred to steam-ships. 
mind honorable members that it is im- 


_ jammer.” 
had had only steam-ship experience used 
to. be spoken of as “ Western Ocean paint- 


as economically as they can be constructed 
abroad. I have no fault to find with the 
policy, but I would urge upon the Govern- 


ment that it is useless to build our own 
- ships unless we intend also to train our 
own men and oflicers to staff them. Why 


should our vessels be manned by Dagoes, 


Turks, and other foreigners, as many 


ships are to-day? We have had British 


‘ships coming into this port without a 
_ solitary British sailor on board; latterly 


we have had British ships coming in with 


- foreigners in charge of them. I do not 


anticipate that the fleet of vessels pur- 


- chased by the Government will ever be 


disbanded, and if additions are to be 
made to tnt fleet the Government should 
see that it is manned by Australian 
oflicers and men. 

Mr. Poynton.—We have under con- 
sideration the question of training an 
The sug- 
should be 


gestion is that some officers 


_ trained at Jervis Bay. 


Mr. BOYD.—I know that my honor- 
able friend takes a very keen interest in 
this matter, and so far as I know he is 
doing very ‘well in his Department. 
is certainly always ready to meet in a 


friendly spirit any suggestions made to 
him. The Government have already done 
something towards the training of their 
- own officers. 


They had about sixteen ap- 
prentices on the Shandon and the John 


Murray, but upon the loss of the latter 


vessel some of the apprentices had to be 
I would re- 


possible to train a sailor on a steam-ship. 
A sailor can only be trained on a “ wind- 
“When I was at sea, those who 


scrubbers.’’ The best illustration I can 
give in support of my assertion that it is 


- impossible to train a sailor on a steam- 
_ ship is the fact that when the Titanic had 
her side ripped.out by coming into con- 
tact with an iceberg in the Western Ocean 

ait was found that there was not a sailor 

_ on board who could pull an oar or steer 
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officers, but our own men. 

Without egotism, I think, I can ‘iat 
to speak with authority as to whether or 
not the average Australian youth has a 
love of the sea. In connexion with the 
training-ship John Murray, I had to deal 
with a number of Australian youths “ full 
of spirit.”. Not one out of every twenty 
of the hundreds that passed through the 
hands of those controlling that vessel had 
the slightest notion of -going to sea. I 
knew that the best way to implant in 
these boys a love of the sea was to give 


them a.cruise or two on a ship under 


full sail. We adopted that course, with 
the result that 70 per cent. of these lads 
went to sea, although when they joined 
the vessel they had uno intention of doing 
so. Of those who, on leaving the John 
Murray, went ashore, many are ¢on- 
stantly asking me to get them a ship. A 


love of the sea is implanted in the hearts — 


of the youth of every country, and par- 
ticularly in the hearts of British youths. 
We have to find an outlet for those whom 


we train, and since we are building ships 
of our own, we ought to train our own 


youths. 


Mr, Poynron.—How would the honors 


able member train them? 

Mr. 
trained on a sailing vessel. If the Shan- 
don, which is owned by the . Common- 


wealth, were fitted up in the ‘tween decks 
on the same principle as the Belgian — 
which recently — 
visited these shores, and which had sixty — 
cadets on board, we should be able to 
carry in the lower hold of the vessel sufh- — 


training ship L’ Avenir, 


cient cargo to liquidate the greater part 
of the cost of using her as a training 
ship. 

Mr. Poynron.—What period of train- 
ing would be required ? . 

Mr. BOYD.—An 


ordinary 
poses in two years. 
actual experience at sea. 


four. years’ 


During the war we have lost over 15 000 ; 
British officers in the mercantile marine, 
and many vessels arriving here have had 


on board eye one certificated officer. 


It is of the utmost importance a 
that we should train not only our own — 


BOYD.—Apprentices ought to be 


seaman 
could be trained for all practical pur- 
An officer, however, — 
under the Marine Act, must have had — 


; 


“ 
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Mr. “Poynton. —Were. these lace due 
to the submarines ? 
Sr DO Ie — 1 6 submarines and other 


war causes. 


Mr. Corsoy.—On our way Home we. 
had an officer on board who could not 


_take a reading of the sun. 


Mr. BOYD.—That is quite possible. 
The Scandinavians use, for the most part, 
aise vessels, so that they have ample 


opportunity for training officers and men. 


A man who has been about four years 
before the mast on a Norwegian, Danish, 


_ or Swedish vessel can apply for his co ee 


tificate. 
The 

(Mr. Charlton) —Order ! 

member’s time has expired. 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [3.2]—L am 


TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN 
The honorable 


| glad that I raised this morning a question 


in regard to Port Pirie wharf and the 
coal orab upon it, which was erected for 
the State Government, but has not yet 
been taken over, although the work has 
been completed for twelve months or 
more. 

Mr. Poyvnron.—The arrangement for 


=the purchase was completed! only within 


land at the cogs to us. 


the last six weeks or two months. The 
State Government is to take over the 


Mr. TUDOR.—Is the State taking 
over both the land and the coal grab? 


‘Mr. Povnton.—I know that it is to take 


over the land. The original arrange- 


— ment was that they should take it over 
e. at ecst. 


‘Mr. TUDOR.—We must see that that 
agreement is carried out. Contracts 
made with the Commonwealth on behalf 


of some of the States have not always 


- been adhered to. 
yernment of Western Australia under- 


For instance, the Go- 


took that if the Kalgoorlie to Port 
Augusta railway line were completed by 
the Commonwealth Government, they 
would lay down a line of the same gauge 
from Kalgoorlie to Fremantle. . That 
undertaking, however, has. not yet been 
carried out. If the South Australian 
. Government entered into an arrangement 


with the Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) _ 


for the construction of the Pcrt Pirie 


. coal grab, and agreed to take it over at 


a at the actual cost. 
soe, the Commonwealth to “pay for some- 


cost, they have a right to take it over 
They should not ex- 


a ‘151 oe 


thing which they themselves require. 


It 
was not until the work had been com- 
menced that the Commonwealth was 
asked to finance it. 

_ Mr. Poynron.—And it was 3 of great ad- 
vantage to South Australia in the dis- 


bahar of coal. 


Mr. TUDOR.—Undoubtedly. Accord- 


_ ing to figures’ supplied by the Minister, | 
the earnings of the wharf and coal grab— 


have averaged £37,852 per annum, 
while the expenditure, exclusive of de- 
preciation—which is put down at 15 per 
cent. —amounts to £24,233 per annum. 
I doubt whether 15 per cent. is sufficient 
to allow for depreciation of machinery of 
this class, which, as the honorable mem- 
ber for Henty (Mr. Boyd) has said, must. 
necessarily be of a frail and flimsy charac- | 
ter. Allowing for depreciation at 15 per 
cent.. that represents a total of £11,000, 
and if we allow for interest on the cost 
of the wharf at £82,000, we find that on 


this enterprise we are losing £6 000 a 


year. 

There was an industrial trouble at Port 
Pirie some little time ago, and “I intro- 
duced to the Acting Minister for the 
Navy a representative of the organiza- 
tion. concerned, +The Navy Denartwernss 
through Admiral Clarkson, had refused 
to pay the men the award rates. 

Mr. Poyvnron.—-They were paid at a 
fixed rate, and earned, on the average, 
more than any other men on the wharf. 

Mr. TUDOR.—No doubt. I have 
known of men who, on agreeing to leave 
their union, have been given foremen’s 
jobs. My experience as a worker is that 
if a man is prepared to go back on his — 
principles a job will be created for him. 
These men, who were loyal to their union, 
were not paid the award rates when the , 
gantries were working. 

Mr. Poynron.—They have been receiv- 
ing the award rates for some time. 

Mr. TUDOR.—I am glad to hear that. 
The work carried -out by this coal grab, 
allowing for depreciation and interest on 
the cost of machinery, is costing more — 
than it would if it were done solely by 
hand. Honorable members opposite do 
not care how the moneys of the taxpayers — 
are expended. If they were dealing with 
their own money, they would take up a 
different attitude. Let this matter be 
inquired into by the Public Accounts 
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Committee or the Public Works Com- 
mittee. After the statement made by 
the honorable member for Henty (Mr. 
Boyd), some inquiry is necessary. If in- 
vestigation proves that everything is 
right, well and good; if everything is not 
right, the whole affair should be cleared 
up. It will be an advantage to other ports 
to know whether the grab system of hand- 


ling coal is the most economical, and am 


independent inquiry will settle the point. 
I understand that the mechanical con- 
trivance enables the service of the guy- 
man—he is the man who works the guy 
rope as the baskets come from the hold— 
to be dispensed with. But, notwith- 
standing that economy, the grab is cost- 
ing more than the hand labour, accord- 
‘ing to the figures which have been quoted. 
Honorable members may say that it. is 
South Australia’s money that has been 
spent, and that the peonvle of that State 
will be required to pay the £70,000 in- 
volved. J am afraid that the Common- 
wealth will be called upon to pay the 
money. I did not know that this system 
was in operation until, I went to Port 
Pirie in March last. I’ believe that the 
grab has been installed within the last 
eighteen months or two years. With Esti- 
mates covering 300 or 400 pages of 
printed matter to be dealt with in a few 
days, 1t 1s quite possible for little items 
like this one to pass unnoticed. Looking 
at the item on the Estimates, honorable 
members might think that it related to 
the shipment of lead from Port Pirie for 
munition purposes. But not one ingot of 
lead has been handled by this contriv- 
ance. If this grab is to be paid for by 
the Commonwealth we ought to have a 
full inquiry into the transaction; if, on 
the other hand, the State of South Aus- 
tralia is to pay for it, as was agreed, it 
is no concern of ours. I am plad that I 
raised this matter this morning, because 


‘most of us possess a little more informa- 


tion on the subject than we had before. 

Mr. Austin Crapman.—Are we to 
have an inquiry into the purchase of this 
contrivance ? 

Mr. TUDOR.—I am asking the Go- 
vernment for an inquiry, and if honor- 
able members on the Ministerial side sup- 
_ port that request I have no doubt that it 
will be granted. 
_ I regard the training of seamen as all 
important. A very small proportion of 
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Australian men have adopted a seafaring 
career... _ : : 
Mr. McWixtitams.—lIt is a strange fact — 
that there are more sailors from Tasmania - 
on the Australian coast than from all ~ 
the other States. Bs 
Mr. TUDOR.—That may be because 
Tasmania is an island, and has a fairly 
large seafaring population. But Aus- 
tralians as a whole have gone to sea less 
than other nationalities have done. Per- 
haps the reason is that the rates of pay 
and the industrial conditions at sea were ~ 
not such as would attract men to a sea- 
faring life. . There is also the disad- 
vantage that a married man who goes to 
sea is away from his wife and family for 
weeks and months at a stretch. Some sea 
captains on the coast see their families 
only for a day or a night about every 
month. Provision was made in the Navi- 
gation Act to make the life of the sailor 
more attractive, but, owing to the war, 
and a request from the British Govern- 
ment, that Statute has never been put — 
into operation. The sooner we can have ~ 
our vessels manned by Australians or 
Britishers imetead of by the polyglot 
crowd now found in the forecastles the 
better for the service generally. Pro-— 
bably not more than fiftv Australians 
hold a master’s certificate. I hope that 
in the future stens will be taken to in- 
crease the number of people of our own ~ 
nationality engaged in seafaring. Ba 
Mr. SINCLAIR (Moreton) [3.18]|— | 
The Committee is entitled to have from 
the Acting Prime Minister an explanation _ 
of the relations existing between his office 
and that of the Auditor-General. If the 
position. of the latter is as embarrassing 
as was stated by the honorable member — 
for Capricornia (Mr. Higgs), the Commit- 


27 ee 


tee should express its disapproval of such 


a state of affairs. If there is any officer 

in the Commonwealth Service who should 

have the utmost freedom in the discharge 
of his duties and the choice of his off- — 
cers, it is the gentleman to whom we look 
for the proper scrutiny of the national 
accounts. The auditing of the Common- — 
wealth accounts is estimated to cost. this 
year £67,529, as compared} with last year’s 
cost of £46,441, showing an increase 
£21,088. «I arrive at those figures 
this way: The amount set down for t 
Auditor-General’s. Office. is £42,367, a 


officers that the Commonwealth 
erect an office building providing all the 


7 x -* a a 
Views 
iy 


bre Estimates, 


[17 Decemper, 1918.] 


1918-19. 9589 


. eS | 
to that must be added £19,340 to be re- 
covered and credited to Division 15. The 
latter sum is to be paid by some other 
Department, so that it is a charge upon 
the revenue of the country. There 1s 
also on page 25 another amount of 
£5,822 to be recovered. All this expen- 
diture may be justified, but we are en- 
titled to know the reason for it. Is this 
expenditure to continue increasing as it 
has done during the last year? We 
know that owing to war conditions and 
the expenditure of large sums of loan 
money the work of the Audit Office is 
much heavier than it was, kut even al- 
lowing for that extra work the increase 
in the cost of the office seems very great. 
I hope the Acting Prime Minister will 
give the Committee some information on 


the subject and an assurance that the 


Audit Office and the Prime Mainister’s 
Office are working harmoniously _ to- 
gether, and that the Auditor-General 
will in future have a free hand in carry- 
ing out his duties. an 


Another point upon which I desire to 


touch is the enormous expenditure for 
the rental of public offices. One may 


- walk from Albert-street, East Melbourne, 


to the Wool Exchange, in King-street, 
and find in nearly every street rented 
premises occupied by the 


-mendation of some of the departmental 
should 


accommodation required for Federal De- 
partments and services which will be per- 
-manently located in Melbourne. : 

Mr. AvsTIN 
these offices to be built? . . 

Mr. SINCLAIR.—There are plenty of 
eonvenient sites available. 

Mr. Austin Cuapman.—In Melbourne? 

Mr. SINCLAIR.—Some of them. 
Mr. Fauxiner.—Why not ‘‘sack”’ 
some of the officials? 

Mr. SINCLAIR.—I do not know whe- 
ther that course would be justified. But 
the Government must accept the respon- 
sibility for the-present: heavy expendi- 
ture on the renting of offices. The rents 
are very high in Melbourne, and I have 
been assured by a leading architect that 
the amount now expended on rents would 
more than pay interest and sinking fund 
on the cost of constructing a large block 
of offices. We should concentrate our 
1b RR 2 


a Government. — 
' It is about time we adopted the recom- 


CHAPMAN.—Where are 


Departments so that people doing busi- 
ness with them will not have to dodge all 
over the city from one office to the other. | 
Whilst I am an advocate of economy, I 
do not think it is economical to discon - 
tinue public works which will be revenue- 
producing. One of the functions of the 
Government is to see that the people are 
employed, and they could not be employed — 
on any better work than the eréction of 
offices to house Commonwealth Depart- 
ments. I hope the Government will 
seriously consider that matter, and that 
before long offices will be erected in 
Melbourne to house such Federal services 
as are likely to remain in this city for all 
time. Of course, I hope that some day 
the principal offices will be erected at 
Canberra, but that is a vision of the 
sweet by-and-by, and may not be 
realized in our time. I know that the 
Federal compact. included a ‘‘scrap of 
paper ’’ regarding the Capital which the 
people of New South Wales thought the 
Federation would carry out.. As one who 
was born in New Sout ales, I re- 
member well that there was a distinct 
understanding on the part of the New 
South Wales people that within a reason- 
able time of the consummation of Fede- 
ration the Capital would be established 
in that State. We should proceed with 
the creation of the Capital City as soon 
as we possibly can do so. 

Mr. FINLAYSON (Brisbane) [3.27]. 
—I, too, propose to deal with the matter 
of the rents that are being paid for office 
accommodation. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN 
(Mr. Charlton)—That question belongs 


~ more properly to the Department of Home 


and Territories, and I do not propose to— 
allow any further discussion of it at this 
stage. 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—TI shall refer to 
the matter later. A good deal has been 
said about the growing expenditure on 
the publicity-which is indulged in by the 
Prime Minister. The intelligence officers 
have lately become rather a joke. It 
seems as if there is developing in Aus- 
tralia a peculiar institution along the 
lines of self-advertisement, and the Prime 
Minister has set a very furious pace in 
this particular work. Of course, there can 
be no-objection. to a reasonable amount of 
journalistic advertisement as to the con- 
ditions of Australia and the work of the 
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Government generally ; 
strong exception to the increasing expen- 
‘diture on a publicity policy that is one- 
sided. The objections of honorable mem- 
bers on this side to the partial character 
of the censorship is aggravated by the 
publicity work of the Prime Munister’s 
Department, because, so far as I have 
been able to follow such activities, they 
are nothing else but a eulogy of the Prime 
Minister and the Government. Whatever 
our opinion in politics may be, we call 
recognise that there are two sides to every 
question, and that in order to arrive at 
the truth, and get a correct view of mat- 
ters one has to put before the public and 
one’s mind, a fairly impartial view of both 
‘sides. The trouble is that the work of 
this officer has been of an entirely partial 
or party character. 

Mr. Fatxiner. — That is party preju- 
dice! 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—It is borne out by 
fact. I know when an article is biased 
against me and my party, and when it is 
written with the idea of giving a fair 
interpretation of the work going on. 
publicity agent, or intelligence officer, 
has become an instrument of journalistic 
‘warfare. 
haps not from choice on his part, but 
acting under directions, into the ies a 
up of the doings of the Government ; 
short, he has become a journalistic “‘ bar 
‘racker ”’ of the Acting Prime Minister 
(Mr. Watt) and the Government. 

Probably the Acting Prime Minister 
may not be altogether to blame, because 
che has evidently taken his cue from a 
higher authority. This year an invita- 
tion was sent out to the Commonwealth 
Government to send home a press dele- 
gation of twelve journalists, who were ex- 
pected to be able to give us first-hand and 
impartial information about what was 
_ doing on the other side of the world. The 
_ selection of those gentlemen was of a very 
disagreeable character, in that eleven of 
them were of one view in politics. 
one man who could, in any sense, repre- 
sent the Opposition view of politics was 
already in England, and advantage was 
taken of his presence there to add him to 
the delegation. So far as we have seen 


the delegation has accomplished nothing. 


I am not aware of their ne eas or ob- 
servations being put on record, 


[REPRESENTATIVES] _ 


but I do take 


The — 


He has simply developed, per- . 


The 
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Mr. Sampson. —They have not returned 
yet. 
Mr. FINLAYSON. — J cure tohe are 


not in the habit of waiting until they 
return home before writing up their im- — 
pressions. : 

Mr. Bayvitey.—We have had 4 niece 
of their shaking hands with the King. 

Mr. FINLAYSON. — That is very in- 
teresting. I do not know whether the ~ 
Commonwealth is paying the expenses of 
this delegation, for I can find no item in 
the Estimates to cover them. The fact 
remains that those gentlemen were 
selected to give the people of Australia 
first-hand information th regard to the 
war and operations in Great Britain, and — 
I have been able to get a certain amount 
of information regarding them from the 
London newspapers. Lord Beaverbrook, 
who issued the invitation to the Common- 
wealth Government on behalf of the _Im-— - 
perial Government, was approached, and 
it was pointed out to him that the twelve 
gentlemen selected by the Acting Prime 
Minister (Mr. Watt) could represent — 
only one view of politics, and, therefore, Z 
could not be accepted as at all representa: 212 
tive of the journalism of Australia. The — 
following is a letter written on behalf of 
Lord Beaverbrook, apparently by his sec- 
retary, to the edstae of the Daily ae erald , 


Adelaide :— nice OA 
Ministry of Information, eee 

Norfolk- street, Strand, London, W.C. 

2nd ‘September, 1918. 


ie 


Dear Sir, : 
IT am desired by the Miniates for Information— a 
(Lord Beaverbrook) to acknowledge your ex- 4 “< 
tremely interesting letter of 25th June, and to _ 
say that he must appreciate your courtesy in — oa 
drawing his attention to the informative article ; 
which ‘appeared in the 22nd and 24th June 3 
issues of the Daily Herald. eo 
He desires me to point out, however, that 
the selection of the press delegates from Aus- z 
tralia was left entirely to that Government. You 
will naturally appreciate the fact that here, — 
in London, it is not possible for us to be closely < 
in touch with local affairs, and, consequently, in 
the face of each delegation of journalists from  — 
the Dominions, the selection of the delegates is 
left entirely to the Dominion Governments. = 


tion should ie all sections of the press 
of Australia, and on that abe ier se 
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‘That was the original intention, and from 
that point of view no objection can be 


taken; but the selection of the eleven 
gentlemen of one particular colour was 
commented on also by newspapers on the 
other side of the world. The West- 
minster Gazette says :— 
. The press delegation is certainly a 
one-sided affair. 
Another editor of a London paper says— 
I certainly think the delegation most unfairly 
chosen. 
I do not desire to place on record too 
many of these extracts, but I shall refer 
to a statement made by Mr. Pringle, a 
member of the House of Commons, in re- 
ferring to the Ministry of Information at 
Home. Mr. Pringle is thus reported— 
Another member of the House of Commons 


< (Mr. Pringle) said that the main point was 


oom 


that a large part of the operations of the Minis- 
try of Information was not propaganda for the 
country, but propaganda for the Government. 
Articles appeared in the Dominion press which 


~ were simply glorifications of the present Go- 


vernment, and many of them cast reflections of 
a somewhat discreditable character upon men 


who, at other times, were responsible for the 
— ‘affairs of the country. . 


Lasourk UNREST CAUSE. 
‘Further, he said that this Department em- 
ployed men to spy upon the Labour move- 


- _ments in this country. He had personal know- 


ledge of cases where important leaders con- 
nected with the trade union movement had 
been bought by the Department in order that 


they might spy upon their fellows, and he be- 
_ lieved that it would be safe to say that some 
_ of the agents employed had gone to the length 


of deliberately inciting to strikes and to out- 
rage. aes 


Then the Bratish Australasian, a paper 


published in London, had a word to say— 


The Australian Labour press is up in arms 


against what it describes as the gross favoritism 


shown by Mr. Watt of papers favouring his 
own policy, and his scandalous unfairness to 
the Labour press in allotting the invitations 
from the British Government to take part in 
the Australian press mission to England. Lord 
Beaverbrook asked for a thoroughly representa- 
tive delegation, and trusted Mr. Watt to pro- 
vide it. 


The closing part of the article is— 


Recognising this, Mr. Watt evidently threw 


- away any troublesome idea of attempting to be 


fair, and went at the job.as a very ordinary 
politician, using his privilege, first to down his 


opponent, the Labour party, by allotting them 
ae es my 8 share in the mission outrageously below that 
es Seas to their numbers and influence, and next to 
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please those sections of his own press whose 
favour might be of most value to the Govern- 
ment. 

The press mission cannot fail to be useful in 
giving Australia, through its mission, a first- 


hand knowledge of men and matters here, but 


it would have been much more useful, and would 
not have aroused justifiable bitterness among 
the readers of important Labour journals, if 
the latter had been treated with some semblance 
of justice. 
Those are all the extracts I propose Ae . 
read, with a desire to show that, even in 
Great, Britan to-day, it is recognised that 
the press delegation was unfairly and 
unreasonably chosen, and that only one 
point of view was put by it before the — 
people of Great Britain and Europe. The © 
same thing will probably occur when the 
delegation returns to Australia and pre- — 
sents a report. or makes’a public state- _ 
ment, 
Mr. Wise.—There is not an item in 
the Estimates dealing with the subject, 
which. is foreign to the whole discussion. 
Mr. J. H. Catts.—Let the Minister 
raise a point of order. 
Mr. FINLAYSON.—Would it not be 
better for the honorable gentleman to. 
take the Chair? 
Mr. Wisz.—You know that what you — 
are saying has noething to do with the. 
question before the Chair | 
Mr. FINLAYSON.—I shall place my- : 
self under the shelter of the Presiding 
Officer. This leads me to refer to another 
illustration of how, in regard to the press 
of this country, there has been unfair 
discrimination. Already reference has 
been made in the House to*the outrageous 
charges made for advertisements by the 
anti-Labour press in connexion with the 
war loan. The Sydney Morning Herald 
charged 18s. and 25s. per inch; Davly 
Telegraph, 15s., 20s. 10d., and 25s.; 
Hvening News, 12s.; Sun, 6s., 8s., and 
$28" -60 ss CP ruth: 29s. 6d.; and the Syd- 
mney W orker, 6s. In the ‘distribution to 
those papers, the Labour paper got 
£7 4s. out of the total expenditure in 
New South Wales of £7,482 16s. 11d. 
Mr. pete: —On what side do you 
say Truth is? 
Mr. FINLAYSON.—I do not know ; 
it is a bit of a nondescript. . 
Mr. J. H. Carts.—It is declared by 
the Sydney Labour Executive to be anti- 
Labour. 
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Mr. FINLAYSON.—It is not accepted 
as a Labour paper. The position is 
nearly as bad in Victoria. The Age 
charged 12s., 14s., and 21s. per inch; the 
Argus, 12s., 16s. 8d., and 19s. 2d.5 the 
Herald, 6s. and 12s. ; and the Labour 
Call got £12 out of a total expenditure 
in Victoria of £4,316 8s. 8d. _ 

Mr. Hercror Lamonp.—Are those not 
the regular charges of the newspapers? 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—TI ~should hope 
not. 

Mr. Hector Lamonp.—They are, as a 
matter of fact. 

Mr. J. H. Carts.—What is ine highest 
price charged by the my eney Morning 
Herald? 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—It is 25s. 

Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—Then that is the 
regular rate. 

Mr. J. H. Carts.—I get advertise- 
ments inserted in that paper every week 
for less than that. 

Mr. Hector Lamonp.—Then you are 
not getting the position assigned to the 
loan advertisements. It is a misrepre- 
sentation to say that those are not the 
regular charges of the newspapers. 

Mr, FINLAYSON.—I am saying thet 
those were the rates that were charged by 
the newspapers. If they are the regular 
charges, they stand out in striking con- 
trast with the treatment of the Labour 
papers. In Queensland, the Courier 
charged 8s., 10s., 12s., and 16s.; Maul, 
5s. and 8s. ; Standard, 9s.; Telegraph, 9s. 
and 10s.; Observer, 6s..and 10s.; and the 
Brisbane Worker got £13 12s. out of a 
total expenditure in Queensland of 
£5,173 9s, 7d. The Standard received a 
total of £493 4s. , as against £401 5s. 9d. 
for the Mal, and £648 for the Courier. 

Mr. Bayney.—That was a fair distri- 
bution. 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—It was a much 


fairer distribution than in New South 
Wales. In the other States there is no 
daily Labour paper. In South Australia, 
Western Australia, and Tasmania, the 
rates are much lower. For instance, the 
Advertiser, in Adelaide, charged 12s. and 
20s. per inch; Register, 12s. and 20s.; 
Herald, a. Labour paper, 10s; Journal, 
12s. ; and the Express, 12s. In Western 
Australia, the West Australian charged 
10s. and 12s. 6d.; Daily News, 10s.; and 
in Tasmania the Mercury charged 6s. ; 


“eu . 


- Australia ? 


the Post, a Labour paper, 5s.; and the 
Huamumer and the Telegraph, Launces-. 
ton, 7s. 6d. There we have another illus- 
tration of what we, on the Opposition - 
side, have had to complain of so regu- 
larly, namely, that the Labour papers - 
seem to have been singled out for unfair 
treatment, quite apart from the treatment . 
they have been subjected to by the Trea-_ 
surer of late. é 

The Press delegation should have had 
at least six representatives of the Labour 
press, with six ‘representatives of the 
anti-Labour press, but the fact is that 
the Labour press nad one representative. 
I, for one, am looking forward with con- 
siderable interest to the character of the 
report which the delegation will give 
when it returns to Australia. 

I desire to briefly refer to an item which, 
the Assistant Minister for Defence (Mr. 
Wise) will be glad to know, is Spee 
stated in the Estimates. 

Mr. Wisr.—That is immaterial to yout 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—No; it is not—it 
means everything to me. On page 22 — 
of the Estimates there is an item ‘“Tropi- ~ 
cal _diseases—contribution to Imperiak 
Fund for investigation of.’’ I refer te 
this matter because there has been brought 
before honorable members, in a very 
pointed and emphatic way, the necessity 
for consideration being given to the pre- 
sence of certain diseases in Australia, par- 
ticularly the hook-worm disease. Unfor- 
tunately, this disease is best known in the | 
coastal districts of Queensland, but ib: | 
threatens to spread over Australia, and 
do incalculable harm. On Friday et last) oo 
week I put some questions to the Acting 
Minister for Trade and Customs (Mr. 
Greene), which I shall venture to Beas 
The questions were— 

1. Whether any proposals have been submitted 


to the Commonwealth Government in the direc- . 
tion of combating the hook-worm disease im = — 


_ 2. Tf so, what is the nature of those pro- ae 
posals? we 

3. Has the Government come to any decision 
on the matter? alee 

4. If not, will the matter receive early and ee tS 
favorable consideration ? x 
The replies were— : <i th 

1. Yes, the subject was fully discussed Lage 
the representative of the Rockefeller foundation — 


of the United States of America, with repre~ 
sentatives of the Institute of tg de nae ——s ite 
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' the Commonwealth Quarantine Department, and 
myself, with the result that I made certain pro- 
posals to Cabinet. 

2. The Government decided— 

(a) To accept the offer of co- operation by 
the Rockefeller Foundation in the 
work of exterminating the disease. 

{b) To provide a sum of £35,000, condi- 
tional on the Queensland Government 
providing a similar sum. The Rocke- 
feller Foundation has agreed to find 
£30,000, making a total of £100,000, 
the expenditure to extend over a 
period of five years. 

gc) That the work should be carried on in 
close co-operation with the Institute 
of Tropical Medicine, and’ under the 
control of committees representing 
‘that body and the Commonwealth and 
State Governments. Dr. Waite, of 
the Rockefeller Foundation, to be in 
charge of the field work. — 

{dad} That Queensland should be divided into 
four districts, each with a staff of 
two medical and four lay assistants. 

{e) That after the work of eradication in 

Queensland has been well advanced, 
fi arrangements be made with other 
States to conduct surveys of areas 

likely to be affected, and, if neces- 
sary, to carry out extermination 
measures. ; 

3. Immediately on the Government decision, 
Z brought the matter before the Honorable J. 
Huxham, Minister of Health, of Queensland, 
_ who undertook to submit it to his colleagues, 

and apprise me of their decision. 

4. As will be seen, the Government tive 
already given the matter most favorable con- 
gideration, and are now only waiting for the 
concurrence of the Queensland Government in 
order te commence active operations. 


I received information to-day that the 
Queensland Government had agreed to 
adopt the recommendation to come to 
the arrangement suggested by the Min- 
ister when replying to those questions. 
The Commonwealth “ Government, the 
Queensland Government, and the Rocke- 
feller Foundation have agreed upon active 
measures for preventing the further 
spread of this disease and its eradication 
from Queensland. Some honorable mem- 
bers attended a lecture delivered in Mel- 
bourne recently by Dr. Waite. It was 
much to my regret that I could not hear 
it, because I have been in regular com- 
munication with the doctor since he ar- 
rived from America, and am 
in his work. However, subsequently in 
_ gonversaticn he gave me some startling 
= Facts eoncerning the disease and the 


& 


‘diseases that demand 


interested. 


danger which menaces Australia, but he 
said that it could be easily combated, 
and already a number of Queensland 
municipalities have adopted a sanitary 
system suggested by him which has 
greatly improved matters. Quite a 
number of diseases to which the human 
race is liable are so widespread that 
scarcely a nation can escape them. The 
existence of these diseases will challenge 
our loyalty and patriotism more than 
many recent occurrences. The rapid 
spread of Spanish influenza must have 
created concern in the minds of many 
persons, and it-is a matter for satisfac- 
tion that the energetic measures of the 
Quarantine Department have so far kept 
it out of Australia. There are other 
closer attention 
than they have received. It is a cheer- 
ing thing that the State Governments 
have commenced to combat venereal 
disease, which is so prevalent in the com- 
munity to-day. The hook worm disease 
is of little account compared with vene- 
real disease, tuberculosis, and cancer. 


Mr. Hector Lamonp.—The hook worm 
disease is not a little matter. 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—It is easily eradi- 
cated compared with the other diseases 1 
have mentioned. ; 


Mr. Hector Lamonp.—So is consump-— 
tion. a 
Mr, FINLAYSON. — We have often 


been told of sure and certain cures for 
consumption, but none of them has yet 
proved entirely satisfactory, whereas the 
measures taken to combat the hook worm 
disease have given satisfactory results. 

The community has not begun to think 
federally in regard to health. It has 
not grasped the idea that whether the 
State authorities are active or indif- 
ferent, it is the duty of the Federal Par- 
liament to consider the national health of 

Australia. Unfortunately we have power 
only to prevent the introduction of. 
diseases. We can prevent persons who 
are diseased from entering Australia, but 
we can do nothing with those who are 
already within the Commonwealth. This 
limitation of our powers is a defect of | 
the Constitution, because it stultifies our 
effectiveness and enables diseases to 
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spread freely which might be combated 
with good results. Each State is doing 
something in fighting disease, but there is 
no grand national effort. Ever since 
I have been in this Parliament, I have 
been directing attention to the signs of 
deterioration in the manhood of Aus- 
tralia, a deterioration not so great, or 
even proportionately so great, as that in 
other countries, but still very serious. 
The medical examinations made during 
the war proved that a startling number of 
‘men who should have been in their prime 
were unfit for military service. In this 
country there is so much opportunity for 
physical development, and the conditions 
are so conducive to healthy living, that 
it should not have happened that 25 per 
cent., speaking generally, of the men who 
wished to enlst fcr active service were 
rejected as inefficient. For some con- 
siderable time I have had on the business- 
paper a notice for the appointment of a 
Royal Commission to discover the rea- 
sons for this state of things, and to sug- 
gest methods for removing it. I have 
on several occasions called attention to 
the disclosures in the report of a Royal 
Commission appointed by the late King 
Edward. That report shows specifically 
where the dangers lie. Unfortunately, 
Australia has done practically nothing 
towards eradicating these dangers, though 
the health of the community should be 
the chief concern of every Government. 
We cannot have a strong nation from 
weak citizens, and physical, mental, 
and moral efficiency require the pre- 
sence of sound minds in sound bodies. 
I know of nothing more worthy of the 
attention of the Government than the 
combating of diseases that are playing 
havoc with the health of the men and 
women of the present day, and menacing 
the happiness of future generations. 
_ Progress reported. 


DECLARATION OF URGENCY. 


Mr. WATT (Balaclava—<Acting Prime 
Minister and Treasurer) [4.0].—I declare 
(a) that the Estimates of Expenditure 
1918-19 are urgent Estimates; (b) that 
the resclutions preliminary to the intro- 
duction of the Appropriation Bull are 
urgent resolutions; and (c) that the Ap- 
‘propriation Bill is an urgent Bill. 
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SS RAs be 
af en set GA 


Question—That the Estimates and Ap- 


propriation Bill are urgent—put. 


House divided. 
Ayes 
Noes 


Majority 


Abbott, Lt.-Col. 
Atkinson, L. 
Bamford, F. W. 
Best, Sir Robert 
Bruce, S. M. 
Chanter, J.’ M. 
Corser, E. B: C. 
Foster, Richard 
Glynn, P. McM. 
Greene, W. M. 
Groom, L. EH. 
Jowett, E. 
Lamond, Hector 
Lister, J. H. 
Livingston, J. 


Brennan, Frank 
Catts, J. H. 
~Chapman, Austin 
Charlton, M. 
Considine, M. P, 
Corboy, E. W. 
Falkiner, 
Finlayson, W. F. 
Fowler, J. M. 


Archibald, W. Q. 


Mackay, 
Maxwell, 


Gu: 
G. A. 


Question so resolved i in the affirmative. e 


LIMITATION OF Deore 


Mr. WATT (Balaclava—Acting Prime ss 


Minister and Treasurer) [4.5|.—I move— ~ 2 


That 
of the 
to-day, 
lutions 


Fe B.S = 


The 


Sp 
17 


_— 


een 


AYES. 


a 


the time vilowed for the consideration 
whole Estimates be. until 10.30 p.m. 
and that the time allotted for all reso- 


| Fenton, J. E. 


Lynch, J. 
Orchard, R. B, 
Palmer, A.-€. 
igott, H. Ro Ma. sy 
Poynton, A. - 
Rodgers, A. S. : 
Sinclair, H. 
Smith, Laird 
Spence, W. G. 
Watt, W. A 
Webster, W. 
Wise, G. H. 
Tellers: 
Story, W. H. 
Thomson, John. 


_Noes. i ap eae 


Gregory, H. 

Higgs, W. G. 

Mathews, J. 

MeWilliams, W. J. . 

Sampson, 8. — oe 

Tudor, F. G. Mes 
Tellers: 


McGrath, D. C. 


PAIRS. 


West, 3.38% Set sy So 
Page, J. ee ee 
Watkins, D. ae 


be until 11.30 p.m. to-day. 


My honorable friends opposite, except the : ee 


five stalwarts who kept vigil in the sma’ 


wee hours of last night, may consider this ES 


and stages of the Appropriation Bill am 


somewhat harsh treatment, but the Go- as! 


vernment—I think with the approval of © is 


the coun has 


determined to 
Mr. Hiecs.—The approval of the « cou 

try is shown by the fact that your candli- 

date at Corangamite is ihied: on sper 


ee lee = 


through the business. ale me E 


eat, ia <P Ae 


on a 


3 
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- =< Mr WATT. —He laughs best who 


laughs last. The Government is 
faced with the alternative of ask- 
ing honorable members to endure 


the ordeal of another all-night  sit- 
ting or adopting the more business-like 
methods which the House has ordained 
‘shall be applied on occasions of this kind. 
Several honorable members on this side 
last night thought it to be their duty to 
the country to remain here at great sacri- 
fice of personal convenience, and I desire 
to save them from the necessity of a 
second all-night sitting. ‘ 
_ Mr. Maruews.—It is nof fair to the 
officials to go right through another night. 
Mr. WATT.—I am glad that my 
friends opposite support the motion in- 


- ferentially. 


Mr. J. H. Carrs.—The Acting Prime 
Minister is seeking to ‘“‘ gag’’ the discus- 
sion of proposals involving the expendi- 
ture of £128,000,000—-£44,000,000 out of 


revenue and £84,000,000 out of loan 


money. 
Mr. WATT.—The Appropriation Bill 


will cover only the expenditure out of 
revenue. 
many months ago, when it was com- 
_ plained that a measure had been insuffi-- 

- eiently considered, I ascertained, speak- 


On a previous occasion, not 


Ag ing from memory, that at the prelimin- 


ary stages seventy-six speeches had been 


made upon it. I have but one more ob- 
‘servation to make. It is not pleasant to 
be forced to shorten discussions when hon- 


 orable members wish to pour out them- 


‘selves in volubte discourse. But this 


is the alternative, which, I think, is quite 


plain to honorable members who have 
listened to the discussion on the first item. 
It is only natural that honorable members 
may desire to discuss the question of re- 
patriation and other matters. As I ex- 
plained on a former occasion, in reply to 
a question from an honorable member in 
the corner, there will be two opportuni- 
ties during this session to discuss repatria- 


_tion—one when we are dealing with that 


portion of the Estimates relating to the 
Repatriation Department, and the other 
when we are dealing with the Bill which 
has originated in another place, and 
which is expected to reach this House to- 


aS day. I refer to the measure which pro- 


on vides for the housing of soldiers, It will 


a 
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afford honorable members an additional 
opportunity of discussing the matter of 
repatriation in all its grave reality. 

Sir Rozert Berstr.—Will honorable 
members be permitted to discuss repatria- 
tion“generally upon that Bill? 3 ; 

Mr. WATT.—Of course, Mr. Speaker 
will decide precisely how much it can be 
discussed under the Bill, but, generally 
speaking, there will be the two oppor- 
tunities to discuss matters connected with | 
repatriation. Between now and 11.30 
o'clock to-night, and when dealing with 
the Bill to which I have referred, honor-. 
able members will have ample opportu- 
nity to ventilate their ideas on repatria-_ 
tion matters, and criticise the Government 
if they desire to do so. I think that I 
have recommended the right procedure, 
and I hope that the motion will be agreed 
to. 
_ Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [4.12].—I protest 
against this unseemly rush, in which the 
Government are indulging in order to 
avoid fair criticism of the Estimates they 
have placed before the Committee. — 

Mr. Jowrrr.—The honorable member > 
should have been here last night. te 

Mr. TUDOR.—I have been present at 
more all-night sittings than has any other 
honorable member. When J left the 
House at 1 o’clock this morning I knew 
that there were at least five honorable 
members of the Opposition who had not 
spoken in the general debate, and I 
realized that, as I had already occupied 
my full time, I could not speak again 
until the first item had been agreed to. 
I had already been in attendance from 
11 o’clock in the morning. We were told 
that when the guillotine standing order 
was passed a couple of months ago it 
would mean the abolition of all-night. 
sittings. . 

Mr. Corsrer.—We are avoiding one to- 
night by making use of it. : 

Mr. TUDOR.—Perhaps the Govern- — 
ment object to discussion of the matter 


which I unearthed to-day—the erection 


of a coal grab on the Port Pirie wharf. 
Why do they not appoint a Royal Com- 
mission to inquire into it? Are they 
afraid that other matters may be un- 
xarthed during the consideration of these~ 
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_Ustimates? Honorable members _repre- 
senting country constituencies will be 
anxious to discuss the Estimates of the 
Department of the Postmaster-General. I 
have heard complaints from honorable 
members on this side who represent coun- 
_ try constituencies. 2 

Mr. Arxinson.—You have heard - just 
as many from honorable members on this 
side. 

Mr. TUDOR.—Honorable members on 
this side are desirous of having the op- 
portunity to discuss the Estimates of the 
Department of the Postmaster-General, in 
order to submit complaints regarding cer- 
tain matters; and I am anxious to discuss 
the position of employees in non-official 
post-ofices. J am also anxious to discuss 
one or two phases of demobilization. I 
will not be permitted to talk about them 
when we are discussing the provisions of 
the War Service Homes Bill, nor shall I 
be permitted to discuss the question of de- 
ducting from dependants’ payments fines 
inflicted on soldiers who have subse- 
quently lost their lives. I have several 
specific cases to bring forward in which 
soldiers’ dependants have not received 
adequate pensions. One case is that of 


an old man employed in the Victorian — 


Railway Department at a wage of 6s. 6d. 
per day for the greater portion of his life, 
_ the father of eight or ten children, four 
of whom have enlisted, and three have 
_ been killed. The mother applied for a 
pension in respect to one of the sons she 
has lost, and she was given a pension of 
5s. per week; but when she applied again 
in the case of a second son, her’ applica- 
tion was practically refused on the 
ground that she could not submit such 
a:1 application. She lives in the Bourke 
electorate. 
the honorable member for Bourke (Mr. 
Anstey) that I am dealing with this and 
many other cases. 

Mr. SPEAKER.—The honorable mem- 
ber is discussing something quite outside 
the motion. 

Mr. TUDOR.—I am simply pointing 
out that there will be no opportunity for 
me to deal with these matters in the 
limited time at our disposal for the dis- 
cussion of the Estimates. A Bill to pay 
a pension of £1,750 to the Chief Justice 
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. Honorable members 


It is owing to the absence of 


of the High Court will probably be put 
through in five minutes, but no oppor- 


tunity will be given to honorable mem- — 
bers to ventilate the grievances of sol- _ 
By 10.30 o’clock to-night we are 


ciers. 
to agree to the expenditure of 
£44,000,000. If the honorable member 
for Bass (Mr. Jensen) does not speak to- 
night, honorable members will have about 
four and a half hours in which to discuss: 
these Estimates. I jprotest. against ‘this 
method of leaving the discugsion of such 
an important matter until practically the 
last few hours of the session. I have 
always chjected to this procedure. .When 
the Acting Prime Minister (Mr. Watt) 
submitted a motion to alter the hours and 
days of sitting, I urged him to give us 
the opportunity to discuss the Estimates. 
opposite, the most 
docile followers that any Government 
could hope to have, say that they will 
add their weight to any action taken by 
the Government. The honorable mem- 
ber for Echuca (Mr. Palmer) is: going 


to add his 56 lbs. weight to what has been __ 


done. If honorable members propose to 


assist the Government in rushing busi- 
ness through in this way, they will have — 


no opportunity of discussing the Esti- 
mates. If they prevent honorable mem- 
bers on this side from dealing fairly, 
honestly, and honorably with the inter- 


ests of their constituents, they will have 
to go before their electors and ‘say, ‘“We- 


allowed four and a half hours for the dis- 


cussion of Estimates covering an expen- 


diture of £44,000,000.’’ 


Mr. Poynron.—We have already had s 


twenty-three hours’ discussion of them. 
Mr. TUDOR.—I admit that I occu- 


pied my full time in the general de- 


bate, and I shall take every opportunty 
of speaking upon the items. If honor- 


_ able members opposite have not spoken, 


it is their own fault. 


Mr. Arkrnson.—Some of us have not — 


spoken at all. 


Mr. TUDOR.—It serves the honorable _ a 
member right. If he votes for the ap- 


- 


plication of the guillotine he closes his __ 


own mouth as well as the mouths 
others. ; 


} 
4 
4 


I 
re 


Mr. SPEAKER.—The honorable mem- 


ber’s time has expired. __ 
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Mr. PALMER (Echuca) 4.99|.—T 


bf challenge the Leader of the Opposition 


we agreed to an amendment of the Stand-_ 


(Mr. Tudor) to put himself on the scales 


- side by side with me, so that we may see 
The - 


which of us has the greater weight. 
honorable member’s ire has been excited 
ee the passing of the guillotine motion, 
but if anything was needed to justify the 
decision at which the Committee has just 
arrived, it was the speech to which we 
had previously listened. There was hardly 
a word in it, or in quite a number of 
other speeches made from the other side 
of the Chamber, which had any relevance 
to the Estimates. 
who went to their homes last night, and 
spent a comfortable night in bed, would 
now condemn a majority of the House 
to a repetition of last night’s ordeal. 

If there is any virtue in discussing the 
Estimates, why do not honorable mem- 
bers discuss them? I admit that the 
speech of the Leader of the Opposition 
had some semblance to a discussion of 
the figures contained in the Estimates, 
but the majority of the speeches of hon- 
orable members opposite have been quite 
irrelevant to them. With our eyes open 


ing Orders, hoping thereby to escape all- 
night sittings. Had the Acting Prime 
Minister (Mr. Watt) not moved as he has 
done this afternoon, there would have 
been another all-night sitting ahead of us 


+ to-night, and it is not fair to honorable 


members, nor to the public, that the 
Committee should be dealing with such 


important matters in the early hours of 
dawn. - 


All the heroics we have listened 
to from the Leader of the Opposition are 
nothing but fireworks. 

Mr. ArKinson.—What about the Han- 
sard staff? 


Mr. PALMER. — Honorable members 


= opposite pose as the friends of the ser- 


“vants of the House, yet they have kept 
them out of their beds, and compelled 
them to work inordinate hours; all for the 
pleasure of orating in this chamber. If 
their remarks had been relevant to the 


issue, or if they had dealt with anything 


that was seriously wrong that could by 
any. possible means be righted, we could 
have submitted to the ordeal, no matter 
what it was, or how long we sat; but, 


seeing that we have been kept here simply 


Honorable. members 
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for the purpose of frustrating the legiti- — 
mate objects and purposes of government, — 
it. is time that we asserted ourselves. Any 
time the Government propose to apply the 
‘““gag’’ in circumstances similar to these 
they will always find in me an implement — 
for the purpose of achieving that end. 
The Deputy Leader of the Opposition 
(Mr. Higgs), who is looking at me, has 
had a good night’s rest. He is very | 
gorry that he cannot orate for a couple 
of hours longer, but there is mo reason 
why we should hsten to him. Nothing — 
of an instructive nature is heard from — 
honorable members opposite. All their 
remarks are of a destructive nature. The - 
aim at destroying the legitimate inten-— 
tions and. purposes of government, and at 
bringing ridicule on the whole institution 
of Parliament. | 

Mr. MaTHEws. ——This is not a Sunday © 
schoo! picnic. | O 

Mr. Consrpine.—The_ honorable non 
ber is struck dumb by that interjection. 

Mr. PALMER.—No, I am not struck — 
dumb. I pause simply because there is 
nothing further to be said in regard to 
this matter. However, I am entitled to 
speak for so many minutes. The discussion — 
on this motien may last for an hour, and 
then we shall resume the consideration of | 
the Estimates. If honorable members — 
opposite will pledge themselves to go 
straight on with the business I will re- 
sume my seat, but if they propose to 
waste time in discusing this and other 
irrelevant matters, such as we have heard — 
the honorable member’ for Brisbane (Mr. 
Finlayson) talking about, matters which — 
have nothing whatever to do with the Es- 
timates, I might just as well occupy some 
of the time that honorable members oppo-_ 
site would. otherwise waste. 

Mr. SPEAKER.—The honorable mem- 
ber is not entitled to accuse other honor- 
able members of having wasted time. 

Mr. PALMER.—1 withdraw any asser- 
tion that honorable members opposite are 
wasting time. The unfortunate part of 
this business is the amount of make-be-_ 
lieve behind it. If honorable members of 
the Opposition were seriously desirous of : 
fulfillmg the obligations of members of” 
Parliament they would be in attendance 
when the House is sitting. Last night 
they were not here. They were away 
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sleeping in their beds, while supporters of 
the Government were compelled to re- 
main and keep a House. They now come 
along quite fresh, and prepared to in- 
flict upon us another night’s misery. The 
Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Tudor) 
admits that he left at 1 am., and was 
not prepared to remain throughout the 
night. What right has he, after sleep- 
ing for some hours, to come here and 
rate those who have been im constant 
attendance? JI am _ satisfied that the 
majority of the House will support the 
Government in their \determination to 
dispose of the Estimates to-night, and to 
enable honorable members to get away 
for the Christmas holidays within the 
time promised. 


Mr. McGRATH (Ballarat) [4.381]—1I 
do not know whether I am entitled to 
speak to this question, since I did not 
take part in the all-night sitting. I have 
never known any good to come of 
such sittings. The speeches of members 
are not reported in the press, and when 
one returns in the morning one usually 
finds the House discussing the very ques- 
tion that was under consideration at 11 
o'clock the previous night. The whole 
difficulty in regard to this matter would 
have been avoided if the Government had 
arranged a month ago for additional sit- 
ting days. The Opposition have no de- 
sire to waste time, but we point out that 
questions of the greatest’ urgency remain 
to be discussed in connexion with these 
Estimates. Among these is the problem 
of repatriation. Thousands of our men 
will be returning shortly, and what has 
been done to provide for them? The 
State Board is resigning, the Deputy- 
Comptroller of Repatriation has sent in 
his resignation, and the Department is in 
a state of chaos; but no opportunity is 
to be afforded us to discuss the whole 
subject. These Estimates are to be passed 
by 11 p.m., and by that time we shall 
not have reached the Repatriation De- 
partment Estimates. 

- The question of war pensions and the 
treatment of the dependants of soldiers 
who have lost their lives at the Front 
have also to be discussed. There is in 
this State to-day a woman whose lad was 
killed at the Front, and whose husband 
has been crippled since her boy went 


oy 
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away. Deana ye boy was in receipt po 
of only £1 per week when he enlisted 
she is now granted a pension of only 5s. 
per week, and 10s. per week for the sup- 
port of her children The Government 
cannot afford that we should at 
any time discuss questions of that 
character, but they can find time to 
bring in a Bill providing for a 
pension of £1,750 a year for the Chief 
Justice. Now that the war is over and 
the joy bells.are ringing there is no time 
to deal with war pensions and the ques- 
tion of repatriation. 

Mr. Srory.—The Acting Prime Min- 
ister (Mr. Watt) told the House that, 
as soon as the Estimates had been dis- 
posed of a Eill relating to repatriation 
would be brought before us. 

Mr. McGRATH.—He said that the 
Soldiers Homes Bill would follow, and 
that it would be for Mr. Speaker to de- — 
cide whether or not, on that Bull, we 
ceuld discuss the question of repatria- 
tion. | 

The Ministry should be anxious to ob- 
tain the opinions of honorable members | 
as to what should be done in regard to —— 
-repatriation. The Minister for Repatria- 
tion (Senator Millen) has to grope in the 
dark. ‘He occupies a very awkward posi-— 
tion since the matter with which he is — 
dealing is entirely new, and there is no 
experience for his guidance. We ought — 
to let him know, however, that we do  ~— 
not share his view that no new indus- ~— 
tries are required in Australia. <i eee 

Mr.- Guynn.—The Minister for Re- 
patriation has not said that no new in-~ Oe 
dustries should be established in con- ~— 
nexion with repatriation. ; 

Mr. McGRATH.—I do not wish to do = 
the Minister an injustice, but I under- 
stood from the press reports that he had > 


made such a statement. Qur lads wili me 
be coming back presently at the rate of 
10,000 or 20,000 a month, and, unless 
we deal promptly with the whole ques- 
tion of repatriation, much trouble will re 
then arise. : oe 

There is also awaiting our .considera- #e ae 


tion the question of the return of our ey 
boys and the representations that should f; 
be made to the Imperial Government sc AS: 
bring back our. troops from the Rhine. © 
Their position is totally dilicrone st 
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_ that of the French soldiers. When I was 
in France, riots were of frequent occur- 
rence, because the mothers, sisters, and 
_ sweethearts of French soldiers insisted 
that they should be granted leave at 
least once in twelve months. Our boys 
in some cases have not seen their dear 
ones for four years, and’ now many of 
them are to be sent up the Rhine. Hav- 
ing regard to what Australia has done in 
ae war, L think the British Government 
would be pleased, first of all, to release 
our men; and, secondly, to provide addi- 
tional shipping facilities for their return. 
The belief is growing that, because of 
the delays associated with the repatria- 
tion arrangements, the Government are 
not anxious for the speedy return of our 
boys. If that is their attitude, we ought 
to know of it. Having remained quiet 
_ throughout the consideration of the Esti- 
mates, I emphatically protest against the 
application of the guillotine to them to- 
night. 

Mr. WISE (Gippsland—Assistant Min- 
ister for Defence) [4.37].—It is rather 
Surprising to hear Opposition. member: 
_ complaining that they have not had an 


x, opportunity to discuss the question of re- 
in view of the fact that we 


_patriation, 
have been discussing the Budget and the 
_ Estimates since 11 a.m. yesterday. 

r. RicHarp Fostsr.—And _ during 
__ that time they have discussed practically 
everything under the sun except the Esti- 
mates. 

Mr. WISE.—Exactly:. On the first 
item, honorable members of the Opposi- 
tion were each entitled to speak for one 
hour and thirty- five minutes, and one of 
their number in that time gave us the 
Bolshevik constitution for Russia, so far 
as it has been framed, and diseuseed other 
matters quite foreign to the Estimates. 
- And-yet we are told that we should give 
them more time to deal with the Esti- 
_ mates! In round figures, the Estimates 
provide for the expenditure of 
£44,000,000. Of that amount we have 
- already voted, by way of Supply Bills, 
£23 ,624,914. 

Mr. Ricwarp FostTer.—And out of 
that £44,000,000 a sum of £8,000,000 
ze Ege interest on war loans. - 
WISE.—That is so; while there 
are also items relating to payments to. 
sata in States. The balance of the proposed 


votes with which we have to deal is only 
£13,512,774. Ample time has been 
afforded honorable. members to discuss 
repatriation and other big questions, but 
even to day, when we reached the Ksti- 
mates of the Prime Muinister’s Depart- 
ment, the honorable member for Brisbane 
(Mr. Finlayson) discussed‘ at length the 
press delegation which visited the Old — 
Country at the invitation, and at the cost — 
of the British Government. Much valu- — 
able time, which might have been devoted — 
to the consideration of repatriation ques- 
tions, was occupied by him in reading 
quotations from OWS ORS in regard to 
the press delegation. 

Mr. Hiecs.—We could not discuss re- 
patriation while.the Estimates for the 
Prime Minister’s Department were before 
us. 

Mr. WISH.—Although there was no 
item in those Estimates in respect of the 
press delegation, the honorable member 
for Brisbane was allowed to discuss that 
matter, so that he might also have beer 
allowed to discuss repatriation and other 
questions. I have merely put these few 
considerations before honorable members 
so that, side by side with the protests of - 
the Opposition, the actual facts may go 
out to the people. 

Dr. MALONEY (Melbourne) [4.40 | — 
I always listen with regret to the Assist- 
ant Minister for Defence (Mr. Wise), 
when he is arguing a bad case. His legal 
training enables him to take up any side, 
whether it be right or wrong. That is 
what an advocate must always be prepared 
to do, and in this instance he is support- 
ing a very bad case. He would not like to 
risk his seat by appealing to the people 
on the question of whether or not Esti- 
mates providing for an expenditure of 
£44,000,000 can be adequately discussed 
during a sitting extending over one day 
and night. 

Mr. Wise.—In round figures, 
£13,500,000 remain to be expended. 

Dr. MALONEY.—TI shall accept the 
honorable gentleman’s statement; but I 
would remind him that this money 1s. to 
be found, not by the Ministry, but by 
the people, and that if they knew how 


only 


’ the business of the Parliament was being — 
carried on, they would speedily demand 


a change. 
recess. 


There should not be a long 
When Parliament is in session, 
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we can, by putting a question to a Min- 
ister, very often secure immediate redress 
for the dependants of soldiers who have 
been unfairly treated, as well as direct 
attention to important matters affecting 
Repatriation. The 
Assistant Minister for Defence is always 


prepared to investigate any complaint 
that we make. In connexion with the 
Repatriation Department, the Deputy 


Controller, to his eternal credit, has been 
man enough to stand: up against the Min- 
ister (Senator Millen), and to send in his 
resignation because he found himself 
unable to do anything. I do not think 
the Minister in charge of the Depart- 
ment has any intention of doing justice 
to our returned soldiers.~ I have. thought 
of askine the Acting Prime Munister 
Watt) whether he will place on the 


table of the House to-morrow all papers 


mittee have resigned, and will net work 


~ year round. 


-- Chief. Fustice. 
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in connexion with the purchase of the 
patent rights and machinery for the mak- 
ing of pumer-miaché go-carts, &e., by re- 
turned scldiers in the Renatriation De- 
partment. I an® informed that £55.000 
has been spent on this machinery. The 
members of the Local Repatriation Com- 
Millen. 


further with Senator They re- 


cognise the absurdity of the whole system. 


Positions have been created in the De- 
partment fer which there is no warrant. 


This Parlament should meet all the 
Next in importance to the 
awful question of the war, is that of the 
repatriation of “our soldiers. 


vernment have no time to deal with the 
general question of war pensions, but 
» they have brought forward a Bill to. vro- 


on of £35 a week for the 

As the representative of 
Melbourne, I tell Sir Samuel Griffith 
that, if he has sought this assistance, 


vide a pensio 


he is a disgrace and dishonour to the 


pe Beneh 


which he 
seat; and if not, why 
should he allow his friends, the 
Ministers, to come here cadging for 
him? TI feel so strongly on the subject 
that I challenge any member of the Min- 
istry to contest with me the representa- 
tion of Melbourne on this very question. 
Samuel Griffith, if he 
eares to resign from the Bench, to fight 


on has $0 


occupied a 


long 


me for my seat. 


Dr. Maloney. 
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If a man misbehaves himself, and is” 
sent to. gaol, the State Government 
assists his children to a greater extent 
than the Defence Department assists the 
children of soldiers who are killed at the 
Front. No provision is made for more — 
than five children in the family of a 
soldier who is killed at the Front. If 
there are six, seven, eight, or more chil- 
dren, no allowance is made in respect of 
any beyond the fifth. 

Mr. Poynton.—The Defence Depart- 
ment allow £3 17s. 6d. a week for the 
maintenance of such a family. . 

Dr. MALONEY. — The honorable 
gentleman is begging the question. New 
Zealand pays her soldiers’ dependants — 
more than *we do, and the United 
States of America is also doing 
more for its men. I asked the Go- 
vernment to obtain from the Victorian 
State Insurance Department valuable in- 
formation, which it has collated, as to 
what the United States Government do - 
for their soldiers. Nothing, however, has — 
been done. Only the common workers — 
are involved! But the Government are — 
prepared to provide a pension of £35 a 
week for a man who gave up the Chief 
Justiceship of Queensland, which carried — 
with 1b a salary of £3,500 in order that ~_ 
he might enjoy the oreater honour of | 
being the Chief Justice of a Continent. 
They will provide such a man with a pen- ~~ 
sion of £35 a week, but will not give one __ 
penny for the maintenance of more than ~ 
five children of a soldier who has died at 
the Front. TI believe, and the press are 
already hinting, that there can be no coon 
clear issue in this House until there hag 
been an appeal to the people. Let us go 
before our constituents, and be cleansed 
of our sins of omission pied commission In 
this Parliament, and those of us who:re- | 
turn from the ordeal will be better able 
to deal with this matter. If any man 
were asked on the platform by his con- _-— 
stituents if he were prepared to continue __ 
sitting in Parliament for ten months in — 
the year, how glibly would every honor- — 
able member answer ‘‘ Yes.’’ I do not 
know but that the Government, havin 
the power and holding the opinions the 
‘do, are not doing the best for themselves 
in Bosiaihg to, ee into recess. 
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Mr. HECTOR LAMOND (Illawarra) 
[4.51].-I had hoped that when the war 
ended the sufferings of the soldiers might 


have ended, too, but it seems to me that 


many of them have yet to suffer the 
knowledge that their cause is to be uti- 
lized for purposes far removed from any 
genuine interest in their welfare. We 
-have sat here for many hours discussing 
the Estimates, and we have heard very 
little about the soldiers from honorable 
members who profess to be so interested 
in their behalf. — 
Russia to discover Bolshevism, and to 
other parts ‘of the world, to consider 
matters that have very little relevancy to 
the Estimates, but of repatriation and de- 
mobilization we have heard practically 
‘nothing from those who have taken part 
in the debate. The honorable member 
for Ballarat (Mr. McGrath), himself a re- 
turned, soldier, found it more convenient 
to be En his comfortable bed when this 
matter might have been discussed than to 
be present to give us the benefit of his 
experience and advice. The honorable 
member for Cook (Mr. J. H. Catts), who 
is so anxious to have more time allowed 
for the discussion of the Estimates; made 
a pathetic plea the other night because 
the numerically small Opposition was to 


' be worried to: death, did not worry last 


night to bear any of the burden that 
attaches to the duty of an Opposition. 

Mr. J. H. Carrs.—Because the Govern- 
ment wished to wear us out by an all- 


night sitting. 


Mr. HECTOR LAMOND. — The re- 
cords of the House will show how much 
the honorable member has been worn out 
_ by his services in this House during all 
this session. 

Mr. J. H. Carrs.—The records of the 
next election will show the opinion of the 
electors of Illawarra regarding the hon- 
orable member. 

Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—They may 
also show what weight is to be attached to 
the prophecies of some honorable mem- 
bers, who, on the occasion of the last 
election, made similar predictions, which 
were not confirmed by the electors. The 
soldiers are asking for a fair deal, and 


one and a half hours’ talk from gentlemen © 


who have nothing to offer but talk will 
not help their cause very much. What 
is needed is that the Government should 
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We have been taken to . 


have time to consider the Peace position, © 


that they shall get away for a time from 
the eternal grind of this continuously 
talking Parliament, and attend to the ad- 
ministrative work that is necessary if the 
soldiers’ claims are to be adequately met. 
The proposal that we should attempt to 
return 300,000 men to Australia within 
two or three months, without having time 
to prepare for their reception, is not in 
the interest of the men. It is a proposi- 


tion put forward solely for the purpose of 


making political capital. I would sug- 
gest to the Minister in charge of the Esti- 
mates that when we resume their con- 
sideration we should proceed at once to the 
discussion of the two Departments that 
will enable repatriation and demobiliza- 
tion to be dealt with, leaving the lesser 
Departments until later in the afternoon. 


.We shall then be able to hear what prac- 


tical suggestions honorable members op- 
posite have to offer to the Minister for~ 
Repatriation, and shall be able to assess. 
the value of their criticism of the Govern- 
ment, 

Mr. FINLAYSON (Brisbane) [4.55]. — 
—The Assistant Minister for Defence 
(Mr. Wise) thought fit to make special 
reference to my few remarks on the Hsti- 
mates. | 

Mr. Wisrt.—On what was not in the 
Estimates. . 

Mr. .FINLAYSON.—I was one of the 
few honorable members who attended 
throughout last night’s sitting. I wag in ~ 
my place from 11 a.m. yesterday till — 
8 a.m. this morning, and during the 
whole time I took no part in the proceed- 
ings. But because I ventured to offer a 
few remarks to-day on matters which [ 
considered of importance, the Minister 
chose to castigate me. He particularly 
objected to my references to the press dele- 
gation to London. | 

Mr. Wise.—It had nothing to do with 
the Prime Minister’s Estimates. 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—It had a great 
deal to do with the Prime Minister, whose > 
Department we were discussing, and I 
know of no better time for considering 
the conduct of the Prime Minister than 
when the Estimates of his Department 
are before us. oy 

Mr. Wisr.—The press delegation did | 
not come within the purview of his De-— 


partment. — “a 
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Mr. FINLAYSON.—It ae It was 
the Acting Prime Minister who did the 
thing of which I complained. 

Mr. Tupor.—And he said, in answer 
‘to me, that he took full responsibility. 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—This is the first 
time that I have heard any suggestion 
that the Acting Prime Minister wag not 
reponsible for the selection of the press 
delegation. I have had no earlier oppor- 
tunity to refer to the matter, although I 
was waiting for a chance to do so on 
the last two grievance days. It is a 
matter of public concern: Does the As- 
sistant Minister also object to my calling 
attention to a question relating to the 
health of the community? 

Mr. Wise.—lIf the matter is referred 
to im the Prime Minister’s Estimates 
the honorable member was perfectly right. 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—My remarks oc- 
cupied only about twenty-five minutes, 
and for the greater portion of that time 
I was discussing disease and health, a 
matter which has not received the atten- 
tion which its importance demands. 


Mr. Wisre.—If that is referred to in 


the Estimates of the Prime Minister’s 
De epartment the honorable member was 
ght. I do not know whether it is re- 
Farrad to there. 


a 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—I accept the Min- 


ister’s apology. 

Mr. PIGOTT (Calare) [4.58].—I was 
present throughout last night’s sitting, 
_ but I was allowed only a few minutes for 
my penmar iss because the honorable mem- 
ber for Barrier (Mr. Considine) oceupied 
his full time in discussing affairs in 
Russia, and Bolshevism generally. IT do 
not think he referred to one figure in the 
Estimates, or made one suggestion in 
regard to repatriation, or anything 
that would be of benefit to his own class 
or the country generally. 

Mr. Constprne.—The nonorable mem- 
ber quoted this morning some of the 
figures which I used last night. 


Mr. PIGOTT.—I apologize for my mis- — 


take; the hencrable member did sug- 
gest the abolition of State Governors 
and the curtailment of expenditure on 
parliamentary government. I was much 
impressed last night with the fact that 
of the honorable members opposite who 
regard the Estimates es of great import- 


ance, atid requiring - full Cees oul  ( 
five remained throughout. the sitting. 

Mr. Fixnnayson.—That 1s not rues : 

Mr. PIGOTT.—There are only eight — 
henorable members of the Opposition pre- — — 
sent now; the others have returned to ~— 
their home to enjoy a holiday. I believe 
that the honorable member for Melbourne — 
(Dr. Maloney) is really sympathetic to- 
wards the widows and children of soldiers, 
but I remind him that the Labour Go- 
vernment of which he was a supporter 
was not too sympathetic when the ques- 
tion was raised two years ago. On re- © 
ferring to the records yesterday I found — 
that on the 22nd May, 1916, when the 
honorable member for Capricornia (Mr. 
Higgs) was Treasurer, the honorable — 
member for Batman (Mr. Brennan) 
moved an amendment that the allowance 
for each child of a deceased soldier should 
be increased from 5s. to 10s. per week. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot 
Johnson).—Order! The honorable mem-_ 
ber is not in order in discussing that | 
matter on this motion. eo = 

Mr. PIGOTT.—The subject was re- i 
ferred to by the honorable member for 
Ballarat (Mr. McGrath), and I desire to 
reply. 

Mr. SPEAKER.—Those details aa a 
no relation to the question before the ee 
Chair. ae 

Mr. PHGOTT.—I desire only to say 
that, when the amendment proposed ae 
the honorable member for Batman was 
taken to a division, the present Leader of 
the Opposition (Mr. Tudor) and the 
Deputy Leader (Mr. Higgs) voted to een a 
the children 5s., instead of 10s. _ ae 

Mr. SPEAKER. —The honorable mem- — Se 
ber may not debate that matter on this. 2s 
motion. a oS 

Mr. WATT- (Belnclaya2 A cone Prime gz. 
Minister and Treasurer) [5.3]— (By e So 
leave).—I have just been advised that the __ 
honorable member for Bass (Mr. Jensen) 
desires to make to the House to-night his 
pigsees ope the findings of the Be 


posed that the Se Lae 7 
Minister would be compara ee 


ws 


os “ex Baier ee P 
_ Estimates, 
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Ant F dood: think 4t would be proper to 


allow the guillotine motion to be carried, 
and a considerable portion of the time 
allotted to the Estimates to be occupied 
by the speech of the honorable member 
for Bass, thus leaving a natural objection 


in the minds of honorable members that 
_ the time actually available was much less 


than they imagined. 

Mr. Tupor.—I pointed that out after 
the Acting Prime Minister moved the 
motion. 


Ms WATT = 14 the tne occupied by ~ 


the honorable member for Bass should 


be longer than I anticipated, it would be 
unfair to honorable members, whether or 


not they agree to the application of the 


| Therefore, I ask for 


guillotine, to subject them to a limita- 
tion of time in excess of that which was 
intended when I moved the motion. 


it. 
Mution, by leave, withdrawn. 
Prime MINISTER’S DEPARTMENT. 


_ In Committee of Supply (Consideration 
resumed from page 9594) : 

Mr. HIGGS (Capricornia) [5.6].—It 
is with the greatest pleasure that I find 


- the Acting Prime Minister is allowing us 


to discuss this item at greater length. The 
_ Prime Minister’s Department has swollen 


enormously. Its estimated expenditure 
now reaches £187,177. 
Mr. Grecory.—And last year it was 


£229,701, | 


ta 


oe 


fo) 


_ Mr. HIGGS.—The original expenditure 


ef the Department was very small, and it 
by no- means follows that the estimate for 
the current year will not be exceeded. I 
wish to revert to the position of the Audi- 
tor-General’s office. On page 24 of the 
Royal Commission’s report on Navy Ad- 
ministration appears this paragraph— 


The same difficulties with which we were 
eonfronted when dealing with the relations of 


the Auditor-General with the Defence Depart- 


ment are met with when considering the posi- 
tion in regard to the Navy Department. The 


inadequacy of the Auditor-General’s staff. is 
accountable, to a large extent, for the delays 
which occurred in auditing accounts of the 
stores and numerous activities under naval 
control. 


ae: May I remind honorable members of 


_ the remarks of the honorable member for 
ae -. 


- 


leave to withdraw 


Echuca (Mr. Palmer), prompted by the 
honorable member for Wide Bay (Mr. 
Corser), who said there was nothing in- 
structive whatever in the remarks we were 
making on these Estimates. If the hon- 
orable member for Wide Bay had lis- 
tened to my remarks about the Auditor- 
General he would recognise that they are 
very vital to the Commonwealth; but he 
tried to prompt the honorable member 
for Echuca to say something disagreeable, 
improper, and unjust. - The report of 
the Royal.Commission says :— 

Until this is remedied, there is little prospect 
of any marked improvement. Whilst there is 
a certain measure of internal check in the ac- 
counts section, it is not of such a systematic 
character as would warrant the Auditor-General 
in accepting it as part of his statutory audit. 
The installation of a proper checking staff 
would lessen materially the clerical work, and 
effect a considerable saving in salaries. 

As to the stores the report says: — 

In regard to the audit of the stores, we have 
found in some cases that the stock-taking is 
two years in arrears. Whilst the direct blame 
for this cannot be laid upon the Auditor- 
General, we consider that more pressure might 
be exerted by his officers to insure promptitude 
in dealing with this important matter. =e 
There have been many frauds in con- 
nexion with the Defence Department, 
and without a doubt many more frauds — 
would have been disclosed if the Auditor- 
General had sufficient officers to enatle 
him to keep up with his audit. How is 
it possible, with an audit two years in 
arrear, to keep proper control over the- 
vast expenditure that is taking place at 
the present time in the various Depart- 
ments? I, therefore, again urge honor- 
able members, at the very earliest date, 
to place the Auditor-General and his De- 
partment on a proper footing. Un- 
happily, the Acting Prime Minister (Mr. 
Watt) was sitting up late last night, and 
is too fatigued to stay and hear my refer- 
ences to the Auditor-General. I am not 
sure whether the Assistant Minister for 
Defence (Mr. Wise), whose Department is © 
under criticism, thinks sufficiently of the 
measure to note what I am saying;. but [I 
should like him to say whether he con- 
siders the Auditor-General is in a proper 
position. Is the Auditor-General an in- — 
dependent man, and is his staff complete 
and qualified to-audit the accounts of the 
Defence and Navy Departments? Pro- 
bably when the honorable gentleman — 
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cake: if he does speak, he will enlighten 
us on this matter. 

Mr. Fatxiner.—This looks like another 
all-night sitting! 

Mr. HIGGS. — I was not here last 
night, and I did not feel called upon to 
stay. I resent all-night sittings, although 
I have taken part in them before. On 
one occasion, in the Queensland Parlia- 
ment, we iad a continuous sitting of 
seventy-two hours, and I venure to say 
that my life will be about ten years 
shorter than it otherwise would have 
been. 

Mr. Faixrner.—That all-night sitting 
had its advantages! 

Mr. HIGGS.—I do not suppose that 
it matters much to the honorable mem- 
ber whether I stay on this planet ten 
years more or less.’ However, I wish to 
avail myself of this opportunity to bring 
under the notice of the many readers of 
Hansard the reply of the Age to the sug- 
gestion by the Acting Prime Minister 
(Mr. Watt) that the correspondent of 
that newspaper was not telling the truth 
when he referred to the relations between 
the Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) and 
the Minister for the Navy (Sir Joseph 
Cook). We all remember the circum- 
stances. The Age correspondent stated 
that the Prime Minister had not seen the 
Minister for the Navy for three months. 

Mr. Fatxiner.—That was the result of 
the banquets! 

Mr. HIGGS.—No, it was the result of 
inordinate vanity on the part of one of 
the gentlemen concerned. The Prime 
Minister (Mr. Hughes), having been 
warned by the Acting Prime Minister 
(Mr. Watt) of the criticisms, evidently 
thought that, in the interests of the Win- 
the-war party, it was necessary to get 
into touch with the Minister for the Navy 
as soon as possible, patch things up, and 
send a cable to deny the truth of the Age 
correspondent’s remarks. The Age, as 
was very natural, cabled to its representa- 
tive in London and asked him for a 


reply. 
The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN 
(Mr. Atkinsén).—Will the honorable 


member show how he intends- to connect 
his remarks with the Estimates? 

Mr. HIGGS.—I think I might pro- 
perly discuss the capacity, abilities, and 
conduct of the Prime Minister (Mr. 


Se | 


1918-19, 


Hughes), in a poner: way, on ‘the: Prime bs 


Minister’s Department, because he is the — 


man at the head of it. But, Mr. Atkin- © 


son, if you will look at item 13, sub- 
division 3, of the Prime Minister’s De- 


partment, you will see that £1,000 is 


provided for expenses in connexion with 


the visits of Commonwealth Ministers to — 


London. I desire to know why this money 
is being spent. The Temporary Chairman 
is quite right in ascertaining whether 
Y am in order or not—whether I know 
what I am talking about—indeed, I am 
only sorry that he does not apply the 
same criticism to some honorable me 


bers on the other side, for I am sure they = 


require it sometimes. I say that, Mr. 
Atkinson, without in any way reflecting 
on you. The estimated cost of this visit 
to London is £1,000; but, of course, 
when all is over we shall find that, al- 
though the British Government have paid 
the expenses of those gentlemen for 
many months, the £1,000 is not suffi- 
cient. 


spondent, and he replied— 


Mr. Hughes’s contemptuous treatment of Sir 


Joseph Cook is a matter of common knowledge 
among the officials at Australia House. 


That is where the High Commissioner is 


located—that expensive building which — 


The Age cabled to their London corre-_ iv 


cost nearly £700,000, and is actually cost- 


ing £9,500 per annum for upkeep— 


It was so flagrant that it was impossible for p 
any one associated’ with either of them to be 


unaware of it. 
made in my letter to the Age was apparently 


The denial of the statements 


based upon Mr. Hughes ang Mr. Cook pe ne 


become reconciled. 


Of course, 
natural. The fate of the Win-the-war 
party might be at stake, and to have.two 


gentlemen quarrelling at the other end 


of the world would not enhance its repu- 
tation, and might possibly bring about its 
disintegration. Therefore, it 


ciled— 


Though they never met as colleagues in con- 
sultation for several months, they had some- 
times casually fallen together at such functions Bros 
as the official opening of Australia House and 
the dinner to the Australian press delegates. 


the reconciliation was quite 2 


“ites = 
ey 


became 
necessary to have those gentlemen recon~ 


ai 


ae: i 


But no equivocal denial by Mr. Hughes or Bis 
Joseph Cook, and no solemn declaration, with 


or without mental reservation, can alter cee 
fact eat Mr.’ 


Ee a eee 
as 4 ° 
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The way in which that is written proves 
to my mind that this man is a very able 
correspondent. The reply is very effec- 
tively done, and stamps him, I venture 
to say, as an honest man who has a repu- 
tation to maintain—a man who has no 
personal reason or motive for trying to 
damage or ridicule either the Prime Min- 
ister (Mr. Hughes) or the Minister for 
the Navy (Sir Joseph Cook). He did 
his duty to his paper and to Australia in 
stating the facts. Those two Ministers 
were never in consultation as they ought 
to have been. They went from here to 
represent this country, and we were told 
in the Ministerial statement that they 
were staying in London in order to at- 
tend to our shipping and the sale of our 
products. Yet they were not meeting at 
all. 
_I have referred to the dignity and the 
manner of the Minister for the Navy (Sir 
Joseph Cook), and I am quite satisfied 
that these would have greatly helped the 
Prime Minister .in discussing’ business 
problems with the British authorities. It 
is true that the Minister for the Navy, 
even when he is leading the House on the 


_ Ministerial side, is not always able to for-- 


get his Opposition manners. 


Mr. Poynton.—Is that not  char- 


acteristic of many of us? 


Mr. HIGGS.—It is characteristic to 
some extent of the Minister for the Navy 
(Sir Joseph Cook), though one does ex- 
pect more urbanity from him. We all 
know that a Minister in office can afford 

to be amiable, because he has a majority 
_ behind him, and has no need to get angry. 
However, the Minister for the Navy very 
often did so. I do not mind a man get- 
- ting angry and fighting tooth and nail 
in Opposition, because it is his duty. 
These two Ministers went from Australia, 
and were presumed to be doing their best 
in the interests of Australian producers ; 
but they got at loggerheads for the 
simple reason that the Prime Minister 
(Mr. Hughes) cannot bear any one to get 
any of the reflected glory that attaches 
to his position. He must have the whole 
of the limelight. One associates him 
with a picture or a theatre where the 
mechanic with the limelight follows the 
prima-donna all over the stage, so that, in 
the full blaze she ean“be seen in all her 
‘beauty. The Prime Minister, like a 
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prima-donna, cannot bear to share the 
limelight, and he ignored the Minister 
for the Navy for months, just as he had 
ignored the High Commissioner. 

Mr. Fatxinek.—That was force of 
habit, from the position you allowed him 
to oceupy when he was Leader of your 
party. | | 

Mr. HIGGS.—I was associated with 
the Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) in 


office for only a few short months before 


the burst up. I entered the Ministry on 
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27th October, 1915, and left it on the 


27th October, 1916, and out of that time 
the Prime Minister was in London six or 
seven months, so that we were associated 
for really only about five months. In 
any case, there would have been a burst 
up. As I have often said, the Prime 
Minister is a very excellent lieutenant, 
but is a bad leader.. He led his own 


party to destruction and he is leading the — 


party opposite to destruction. 
party opposite cannot get a candidate to 
carry their colours. to-day. They asked 
Mr. Donald Mackinnon : 

Mr, Poynton.—It is our loss. 

Mr. HIGGS.—I do not think there is 
much gain in holding office. As 
Justice Duffy said when appointed to the 


Why the : 


Mr. 


High Court, the promotion is only an op- _ 


portunity for labouring at the oar; it 


gives one an opportunity to do more © 


prestige, but, after all, there are com- 
pensations in being out of office. There 
18 the irresponsibility, and the plenitude 
of time to indulge a capacity for talk. 
Those two Ministers were at loggerheads, 
and it is due to the Age that the reply 


It is true that one gets a little . 


of the correspondent should appear in 


Hansard. THis statement continues— 


These facts are known to a score of people. 
Sir Joseph Cook himself confided his grievance 
as to the treatment he had received from Mr. 
Hughes to so many persons that he could 


scarcely have expected that it would remain a 


secret; but he did not desire publication of it 


—not at least before he returned to Australia 


and consulted his party. 


And so on, in the same strain. 


the Age in London is telling the truth. 


te alls 


goes to show that the representative of 


_I should now like to say a few words — 


about the High Commissioner’s office. 
We have very great respect, most of us, 


for Mr, Andrew Fisher, and we were — 
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glad to see him apnointed to the position. 
We thought that he would combine cer- 
tain work, such as business matters, with 
his duties as a social figure head. Aus- 
tralia, of course, requires to be repre- 
sented in London by somebody at whom 
gentlemen like Professor Tucker may not 
shudder when the appointment is made 
_ known. Honorable members may re- 
member that, not long ago, in an essay 
or article, Professor Tucker said, “‘ One 
sometimes shudders when one sees the 
gentlemen who go Home to represent 
Australia in London.’’ There is nothing 
about Mr. Fisher to cause a tremor in 
the most elegant and educated gentleman. 
The High Commissioner has a manner 
and a pose which accomplishes a very 
great deal. ee 
Mr. Fa.xiner.—That is characteristic 
of the Scotchman. 


Mr. HIGGS.—1I think it is, and it is 


“a good asset, which, perhaps, helps 
Scotchmen to take such prominent places. 
In most countries where they settle we 
know that they are usually managers or 
directors. For the life of me I cannot 
see why we should spend such a lot of 
money on the High Commissioner’s De- 
partment if we are to have the Minister 
for the Navy (Sir Joseph Cook) and the 
Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) remaining 
in London. They are supposed to be 
dealing with shipping, with the sale of 
products, and with demobilization. The 
Prime Minister is good at organizing for 
elections, but I do not know that he will 
take sufficient interest in the demobiliza- 
tion of the soldiers to get it carried out 
as effectively as it might be. I see no 
reason why he and the Minister for the 
Navy (Sir Joseph Cook) should remain in 
London any longer. Demobilization 
might be left to the High Commissioner, 


assisted by military officers who know ' 


something about the matter. I under- 
stand that the Imperial Government has 
relinquished its control of copper, and 
that there is now a free market for that 
metal. The High Commissioner should 
be allowed to transact business matters 
generally, 

_ The contingencies include a grant to the 
British Chamber of Commerce in Paris. 
I do not know what that means. I could 
understand voting money for maintaining 
a representative in Paris, because we have 


‘be applied to an Estimates discussion ; 


considerable trade relations with France. 
That country takes much of our wool, and — 
we might successfully negotiate for the 
sale of our meat there. The war 
bonus which is provided for goes, I sup- 
pose, to the employees of Australia 
House. But is it not ridiculous for the 
Acting Prime Minister (Mr. Watt) to say 
that a sufficient opportunity has been 
given for a discussion of the Estimates 
when no Minister will give us any infor- 
mation about them? The Acting Mini- — 
ister for the Navy (Mr. Poynton) dealt 
perfunctorily with shipping questions, but 
did not reply to my remarks on the 
Auditor-General. Those who, stayed 
here all last night deserve to be thought 
well of hy the country for their resistance 
to. the attempt of the Government to 
break the back of the discussion on the 
Estimates, to use a phrase of the Acting 
Prime Minister. I cannot get any infor- 
mation regarding these items. I would — 
like to know why £9,500 is required for __ 
the upkeep of Australia House. The 
Acting Prime Minister claimed credit for __ 
having introduced the Estimates six weeks _ 
ago, but the introduction of the Esti- 
mates is useless unless members are nm 
allowed an opportunity to discuss them, 
and Ministers come here, as they did in 
the old days, armed with information. It 
must not be forgotten that, in putting 
through these Estimates covering an ex- 
penditure of £45,000,000, we are also 
dealing practically with a loan expendi- 
ture of £80,000,000. | 
Mr. FALKINER (Riverina) [5.37]— | 
I voted against the guillotine motion be- 
cause I do not think the guillotine should 


there is ather business on which we could 
save time. I do not think that expense 
should be considered when it is desired to 
obtain an efficient audit. I wish to know 
whether the Commonwealth auditing is 
such as would satisfy a commercial house? —__ 

Mr. Sinotarr.—lIf it is two years be- 
hind it is not efficient. eae 


Mr. FALKINER.—Ministers, heads of 


to the ordinary member of Parliament 
a formation like the old British square, 
which could not be broken into; it js only ? 
occasionally, when a report like that on 
the administration of the Federal Terri- = 
tory is presented, that we have an oppor- — 


ig tunity to judge the efficiency of our of- 


x Estimates, x, 


ficers. The Commissioner who investi- 


_ gated the administration of the Federal 


condemnéd most scathingly 


Territory 


some of the officers who were sent to 


audit the accounts there, but nothing was 
done. Parliament, in its desire to treat 
the public servants with justice, has made 


- it almost impossible to sack them, no 


may be. 


tions changed. 


matter what the report on ‘their conduct 
Sooner or later this matter will 
have to be dealt with by one or other of 
the political parties. The public ser- 


--vants must have been so named by an 


unconscious humorist, because, instead of 
being the servants of the public, they are 
rapidy making the public their servants. 


Members of Parliament from time to time — 


‘receive circulars mentioning the griev- 
ances of the Seryice, but I never heard 
any statement by public servants of what 
is due by them. to the public. 
Several officials were unfavorably com- 
mented on by~ the Commissioner, who 


- investigated the administration of the 


Federal Territory, but they still re- 
main in the Public Service, although one 
or two of them may have had their posi- 
The famous Defence re- 


- port referred scathingly to-the officers of 


* 
% 
4 
sy 
we 


_ ecmpa 
air fi r 


*e 
- 


the Auditor-General’s Department. 


Mr. Hiees.—The Acting Prime Min- 


ister (Mr. Watt) said that he did not 


agree with the Commissioner in regard to 
the administration of Canberra, and there- 
fore took no action on his report. 


Mr. FALKENER.—I do not know that. 


he was better informed than the Commis- 
sioner, who made an exhaustive inquiry. 

The High Commissioner in London, if 
not dead, must be asleep, We have not 
heard of his doing anything since the war 
started, although vessels have been go- 
ing to New Zealand to load wool and 
wheat, while it has been with difficulty 
that we have found space for stacking our 
surplus. No business house would pass 
Estimates like these. In addition to the 


pay of the ordinary clerks, sub-account- 


ants, messengers, and other officials at 
Australia House, £4,500 is paid to tem- 
porary assistants and typists, and £4,500 
goes on stationery, travelling, and inci- 
dental expenses. We should have more 
information about those items. To a man 


in a fairly large way of business, or a big 


ny, taxation, Federal and State, 


= 


oat 


. ~ 
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now amounts to close upon 10s. in the £1. 
We hear of the high cost of living for ~ 
the men on salaries; but those who are 
working in businesses are beginning to 
wonder whether it is worth while to go 
on producing something of which 50 per 
cent. is taken by the Government, and 
paying land and municipal taxation as 
The Estimates should be debated in 
detail, and the Minister in charge of the 
respective Departments should be able to 
satisfy the House regarding any item. 
Mr. McGRATH (Ballarat) [5.45].— 
When in London, I met the High Com- 
missioner, and I know some of the diffi- 
culties under which he labours. His posi- 
tion seems merely ornamental, his powers 
being so restricted. 


Bra 


Mr. Higes.—Who limited them in 
this way ? 
Mr. McGRATH.—It is _ generally 


understood that while the Prime Min- 
ister (Mr. Hughes) has been in Great 
Britain, the powers of the High Commis- 
sioner have been curtailed. He cannot do 
anything without cabling to Australia. 
Australia House has cost this country a 
lot of money. It occupies as good a site 
as there is in London, and is a splendid 
building, and a credit to Australia; but 
we should caréfully watch the expenditure 
there. During the war it was a meeting- 


_ place for Australians, and was used largely 


for war purposes. The pensions paid 
there are considerable. These pensions go 
to the next-of-kin of lads who fell, living 
in the United Kingdom, or to wounded 
men who have settled there. It was not 


antended, I think, that the pensions work, 


and other work, should be done by persons — 
who have never been to Australia. Too 
many men in Australia House know 
nothing of this country, and the Min- 
istry should make a change in that matter. 
The chief clerk is an Englishman. I do 
not say that he ig any the worse for that, 
but such men do not understand Aus- 
tralian conditions. The officer who has 
to asssess pensions, 
amounts payable, has not been to Aus- 
tralia, and probably does not know the 
spirit that animated this Parliament when 
it passed the War Pensions Act. Many 
cases of injustice to soldiers or their rela- 
tives came under my notice. The whole 
place has a military tone. Every one is 
in uniform. ~When I calle¢ there, I was 


and determine the 
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stopped at the door by a sergeant—I was 
in uniform also—and he said to me, 

Sergeant, you cannot get in here with- 
out sending up your name to ascertain if 
they will see you.’’ After you have been 
in the military for some time, you get sick 
of the sight of a uniform; and I resented 
having to give my name to a man in 
uniform. s 
must be some 


Mr. Poynton.—There 
check. 
Mr. McGRATH.—I do not object to 


having to send up my name, but I object 
to having to give it to a man in uniform. 
The military should not have charge of 
everything. 

Mr. Grecory.—It is rarely that you 


sep a discharged soldier’s badge on the. 


uniforms of men in these pages | 
Mr. McGRATH. — Some of our 
wounded soldiers filled positions at Aus- 
tralia House, but a number of those 
working there have not been to Australia. 
The fact that a man is an Australian 
seems to preclude him from getting a job 
there. Very few Australian soldiers 
above the rank of. staff-sergeant were 
employed there. The Government should 
see that the Pensions Office is not con- 
trolled by the military. Any military 
officer who may be working“there should 
dress in civilian clothes, and be addressed 
by a civilian title. There is a°man named 
‘Smart in charge of the Publicity Branch. 
He runs the Anzac newspaper. He is a 
_ young Australian, eligible for military ser- 
vice, but he did not enlist. I saw him one 
day in civilian clothes, but a day or two 
afterwards he appeared in khaki with a 
couple of stars on his shoulder.. Although 
he had not joined the Australian Imperial 
Force, he had pulled the strings somehow 
and been made a lieutenant. It is an 
insult to the uniform that men can secure 
commissions and go about London looking 
for salutes from the lads who have come 
over from France. I would hke to know 


when the Anzac newspaper is to cease pub-. 


lication. I do not know that there is 
very much necessity for it, except to find 
positions for a number of men, some of 
whom were eligibles. In any case, it 
is a newspaper of a political character, 
which is  everlastingly booming the 
National Government. Its alleged pur- 
pose is to supply definite and accurate in- 


> 
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formation to Australians abroad. — 
that the war is over, the expenditure in- 
curred in publishing this newspaper could 
be avoided. This Lieutenant Smart was 
also running an open-air cinematograph | 
show on Trafalgar-square. What useful 
purpose it was fulfilling I do not know, 
but it cost Australia hundreds of pounds. 
In fact, the expenditure ineurred by Lieu- 
tenant Smart in running the Anzac news- 
paper and the various shows which he 


was controlling will startle Australia when 


it becomes known. Surely it is time in- 
structions were given to him to cease 
squandering any further money. . 

The sum of £9,500 is provided on these 
Estimates for the upkeep of Australia 
House. Another item provides for muni- 
cipal taxation, and still another for a care- 
taker. I do not know how this £9,500 is — 
to be spent. One floor of Australia House 
was commandeered by the British mili- 
tary authorities, and I suppose that they _ 


are paying rent to the Australian Govern- 


ment. Fortunately, we have in London 
one big Australian, in the shape of the 
Secretary to the High Commissioner’s 
Office. I was very pleased when word — 
came through that Mr. Box had been ap- 

pointed to the position. He is the right ~ 
man in the right place. We should not 
allow any Australian to remain in the 
High Commissioner’s Office for more than 
seven years. 
from Australia for a longer period must 
get out of touch with it. There are nine 

men in the office of the New South Wales — 
Agent-General, and I am assured that not — 
one of them is an Australian. Most of 
the Victorian Agent-General’s staff have — 
not seen Australia. Mr. Slater, the hon- 
orable member for Dundas in the Vic- 


torian State House, who has an orchard at 


Mildura, thought that he would test the 
knowledge of one gentleman in Sir Peter 
McBride’s office, and made inquiries from 


him about the productions of Mildura. © - 


Afterwards he told me that it was laugh-— 
able to hear this officer explain what ne | 
dura was capable of producing. Of 
course, he could not say very much, pee e 
cause he had never been to Australia. ob oe 


vi ed 


see that qualified public Pee 5 68 “ee 
tralia, men who know Australis, well, and 


Now 


Any man who remains away 


Estimates, 


“4 Dnceamen, 1918. | 


1918-19. 9609 


2 fare meted good offigeret in ies Depart- 


ments, should be given the posts that be- 
come vacant on the High Commis- 
sioner’s staff. I am satisfied that they 
would do good work for Australia. There 


should be no necessity for appointing any 


one in England to a position in Australia 
House. 7 
Mr. Hector Lamonp.—How many Aus- 
tralians are there in Australia House?! 
Mr. McGRATH.—I do not know, but 
I should say that there were fully 100 
employed there during the war. ‘The 
Commonwealth Bank has a branch in. 
Australia House. No man has faced 
greater difficulties than has Mr. Campion, 
the manager of that branch. The British 
military authorities did their level best to 
_ squash the operations of the Bank by con- 
scripting every available man in it, and 
when Mr. Campion protested, the military 
tribunal told him that there was no need 
to have a branch of the Commonwealth 
Bank in London, because the private 
banks could do all the work it could do. 
The staffs of private banks were exempted, 
_ but our men were taken. As a result, Mr. 
Campion had to train a staff of girls to 


_ do the work of the Bank. Sir McCheyne 
_ Anderson was very hostile to the institu- 
7. tion, 


He closed one branch at Lark Hull 
and allowed Lloyds to open a_ private 
bank there. However, despite the hos- 
tility displayed towards the Common- 
wealth Bank, it has proved itself to be a 
huge success in London. There was not 
a single day on which one could not see 
at least 500 soldiers seeking money or 
ascertaining how cables could be sent 
away. I cannot give too much praise to 
Mr. Campion for the splendid work he has 
done. He did things for our soldier lads 


that no private bank would have under- 


taken. Thirty timés a day I have given 
- notes to soldiers to take to Mr. Campion, 
and in many a case that gentleman has 
advanced a soldier £10 and accepted a 
draft on a relative in Australia. The 
soldier has received the £10, and the re- 


lative here has not been called upon to 


pay more than £10. No charge has 

been made for the draft or for the cost 

of cabling. Private banks do not work 
on those lines. — 

- There is an item of £4,200 for a war 
bonus, to be paid in connexion with the 


ought) to 


staff of the High Commissioner’s Office. 


Are the clerks in the Pensions Office and — 


the privates employed in Australia House 
to draw this money ? 

Mr. Groom. -—- I understand that the 
bonus is to make up for the increased cost 
of living, and is to be paid to the lower- 
salaried, officials in the High Commis- — 
sioner’s Office. 

Mr. McGRATH.—1I have no objection 
to the clerks in Australia House receiving 
this bonus, because I know how difficult 
it is for many of our Australian privates 
to live in London on ls. a day. Of 
course they receive a sustenance allowance 
of 4s. 6d. a day, but many of them draw 
not more than the ls. a day. The bonus 
be extended to the hun- 
dreds of incapacitated privates who are 
empleyed at Horseferry-road, and are liv- 
ing on ls. a day. The increased cost of 
living applies just the same to them. 

Mr. 
argument is not. against the granting of 
this bonus, but is in favour of an exte) - 
sion of it. 

Mr. McGRATH. — The men in the 
Pensions Office and in the High Commis- 
sioner’s Office have better positions than — 
those who are working at Horseferry- 
road. They do not work as hard, and 
do not have to remain on duty so long. If 
we give this war bonus to the men in Aus- 
tralia House, there will be 
among the others. Perhaps the Prime | 
Minister (Mr. Hughes) has made this pro- 
vision on account of representations made 
by Mr. Fisher on behalf of the men in 
his office. . . 

A recommendation should go forward — 
from us that Australia House should re- 
sume its normal condition immediately, 
and become an institution stripped of all 
military fripperies. There is no need to 
have majors, captains, lheutenants, and 
privates there. Discipline can be ob- 
served, and is maintained, in various pub- — 
lic Departments just as well as it can be 
maintained in Australia House, and just as 
well as it could be maintained at Victoria 
Barracks, if Brigadier-General Williams — 
were simply called Mr. Williams. It — 
hurts me to think that Australia House 
has been made use of by so many mili- 
tary officials. I was much surprised to — 
learn that Andrew Fisher, great Demo- 
crat as he is, had allowed the: military 


Groom.—The honorable member’s | 


discontent | 
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powers that be to take control of Aus- 
tralia House. We are paying good 
salaries to those who are doing the work 
there, from the High Commissioner down- 
wards. Australia has not been niggardly 
in the provision made for the High Com- 
missioner. 

- I certainly think that fare should be 
no difficulty in getting the State Govern- 
ments of New South Wales, Queensland, 
South Australia, Western Acistralia. and 
Tasmania to induce their Agents-General 
to remove their offices to Australia House. 
The people of Australia do not know 
what is happening in London, or they 
would not permit the various Agents- 
General to maintain separate buildings. 
Australia House occupies a magnificent 
site. Any part of London can be reached 
from it in a few minutes. The Victorian 
Government has wisely decided to con- 
tinue in occupation of a portion of the 
building, and the other States should to 
a certain extent become partners in it 
also. A man from New South Wales who 
visits London will easily ascertain where 
Australia House is situated, and natur- 
ally he will expect to come into contact 
with his Agent-General there. He will 
not expect to find that he has to go 
2 miles further on to find him. There is 
no need for the maintenance of separate 
State establishments when the Common- 
wealth has a palatial and splendid build- 
ing in such a central vosition. 

Mr. Groom.—An-appeal has been made 
to the other States to join in with the 
Commonwealth, but they have not ac- 
-ceded to our request. 

Mr. McGRATH.—tThere is a strong 
feeling among the lads who have been in 
London, which will find expression when 
they return, that the various State Go- 
vernments should join in with the Com- 
monwealh Government in the occupancy 
of Australia House. They cannot under- 
stand why there should be any display of 
jealousy in regard to such a matter. 
Australia House will play a very im- 
portant part in the near future in con- 
nexion with immigration, which can only 
be carried out in co-operation with the 
States. The work will be facilitated if 
the Agents-General of the States are all 
to be found in the one building. If the 
States would only come in as partners in 
Australia House, I do not think the 


building ee be run at a ee T do 
not think we shall live to regret the 
money we have spent upon it. For- — 
tunately, the work of construction was — 
completed in time to permit of the Com-— 


‘monwealh Bank and the Pensions Office 


being established in portion of the build- 
ing, enabling it to fulfil during the war 
an admirable purpose, for which we re- 
quired it. 

Mr. Fintayson.—Has there been any . 
extravagance in connexion with the de- 
sign of the building ? : | 

“Mr. McGRATH.—I do not think so. 
It must be compared with the surround- 
ing buildings. We did not want Aus- 
tralia House to be an insignificant struc- 


ture. It is a building which is equal, if 
not superior, to the surrounding struc- 
tures. Australians take a pride in it. 


We watched the progress of its construc- 
tion with keen interest. I was at the 
opening, and I did not meet an Australian 
there who was not proud of the fact that 
Australia had its offices in such a central 
position, and in such a splendid build- ee: 
ing. aya 
Mr. Fintayson.—Did the honesue ete 
member hear any one remark that money 
had been wasted in building such a nice 
place? ; 
Mr. McGRATH.—There is not much 
waste of money in connexion with the 
building itself; but there is danger that 
money may he ‘wasted through not watch- 
ing what is happening in it to-day. Io 
am always afraid when the military get 
their fingers on anything, because ee 
spend millions without caring a rap. 
That is why I claim that they should 
have no further control ‘over Australia 
House: Mr. Fisher is a conscientious, = 
just, and honorable man, but he is not 
a business man. He cannot be harsh to 
any one. He cannotsay ‘‘No.’’ There 
fore, he is a little inclined to allow the: _ 
military people to have their own way. __ 
Perhaps it is better that he should have 
these characteristics than that he should — a 
be too harsh ; but when we find the Esti- 
mates orowing in connexion with Aus- 
tralia House, it is our duty to put a as 
check upon some of the expenditure.- We 
should certainly see that the High Com- oS 
missioner’s Office is controlled by . Aus- 
tralidns, and ‘that they are not | eft ies 
there tco long. It is wise to nt a 


i 


f 
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new Commissioner every five years, be- 
‘cause a man can be away from Australia 


too long, and may forget many things. 


_ Mr. Hector Lamonp.—Are the officers 
in the High Comniissioner’s Office mostly 
English? = 

“Mr. McGRATH. se There are Aus- 
tralians there, but the remarkable thing 


_isthat while I was in London nearly every 


position in the Pensions Department was 
filled by a ‘“‘Pommy,” an Englishman 
‘who had been in Australia for two or 
three years before the war, and had gone 
_ back to Great Britain. By some means or 


other, these men have been able to get into 


Austra lia House. When I was there, I do 
not think there was one Australian who 


_ was above the rank of private in any of 


the various departments 
House. These positions should be filled by 
lads from Australia. Fully 25 per cent. 
of those who enlisted in the Australian 
Imperial Force at the outbreak of 
the war were men whose next of kin 
were resident in the Old Country. We 
know that the First and Second Divi- 
sions suffered very heavily at Gallipoli. 


- The pensions are being administered 
from Australia House by a man who, I 


- Australian conditions. 
brushes with him that were not alto- 


am told, is a London Jew. He has never 


visited Australia, and knows nothing of 


I had one or two 


gether satisfactory to me, in connexion 


with the administration of our pensions 


f 


system there, 
- that 


and I certainly think 
we could send over from 
Australia men who understand our 
War Pensions Act, and the desires 
of the people of Australia, better 
than he does. Although the relatives of 
the men with whom he has to deal reside 
in England, Scotland, or Ireland, we wish 
them to be treated as justly as if they 
were living here. Mr. Barnett may be a 
very good | officer, but he is not an Aus- 
tralian, and docs not know the wishes of 
Australia in regard to this matter. 


Mr. ‘Marnmws. Or did he get the 
job? 
Mr. McGRATH. et cannot say. [ 


was assured by leading journalists that 
in the office of the Agent- General for New 


<$ ” South Wales there are nine employees, 
ae one of whom has seen Australia, The 


- 


in Australia — 


position is almost the same in the office of _ 
the Victorian Agent-General. If we were 
to send over to London Australian officers - 
to administer this Act, they would adver- 
tise Australia, and would be better able 
to interpret the desires of the Australian 
people than are men who have never 
visited these shores. And so with the 
selection of the next High Commissioner. 
There is nothing to be said against the 
present High Commissioner, or his pre- 
decessor. I do not say that Mr. Andrew 
Fisher is unapproachable, but we all 
know his manner and his regard for dig- — 


“nity. 


Mr. Wesster.—Has he still the old di 
nified style? 


Mr. McGRATH.—dHe has. We have 
been fortunate, so far, in the choice of 
our High Commissioners. The trouble, 
so far as Mr. Fisher is concerned, is that 
he has been working too hard for many 
years. As Leader of the Labour party, — 
he had to undergo a Very severe strain, 
and his followers, while he was in office, 
were not always as obedient as they might 
have been. We did not make his path 
too easy, and, as High Commissioner, he 
has since had a very busy time, particu- 
larly in connexion with the war. I 
should like him to have an extended holi- 
day. His health is not of the best, and 
he has certainly earned a holiday. 


Mr. Hiees.—The Ministry would not 
adopt my suggestion that he should come 
out here while the Prime Minister (Mr. 
Hughes) was in the Old Country. 


Mr. McGRATH.—That was a very 
wise suggestion. He could not hope to 
do anything in London while the Prime 
Minister was there, and he can do very 
little under the Prime ‘Minister, even 
when Mr. Hughes is not at Home. There 
is no room in London for more than one 
man to get into the limelight while the - 


Prime Minister is there, 


The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN 
(Mr. Charlton).—Order! The honor- 
able member’s time has expired. 


Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 
[6.15].—I wish to refer briefly to the 
erection of the coal grab at Port Pirie. 
I am one of those who believe that it is 
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futile and unprogressive to kick against 
the introduction of labour-saving ma- 
ehinery. I am satisfied that, where bet- 
ter work can be secured by substituting 
machinery for manual labour, machinery 


should be so employed. I hold that view. 


just as I believe that, in respect*of many 
utilities, collective action is better than 
individual effort. We have reached a 
peculiar position with regard to the load- 


ing and discharging of vessels. A little 
over twelve months ago we had in 
Australia an unfortunate strike, with . 


which the wharf labourers were for the 
most part associated, and in which they 
suffered severely. It is a fallacy to think 
that machinery can be successfully intro- 
duced to do away with manual labour, 
with the object of putting a stop to in- 
dustrial troubles. 


Mr. Ricnarp Fostrr.—The honorable 
member knows why this coal grab was 
erected at Port Pirie. He knows that 
the scarcity of shipping rendered it 
necessary to use every means for ex- 
pediting the speedy discharge of coal 
from vessels, more particularly as the 
position of the Broken Hill mines was 
jeopardized. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—TI am aware of that. 

The honorable member for Henty (Mr. 
Boyd) has fully explained everything as- 
sociated with the use of this machinery; 
but there is a phase of this question to 
which I must refer, although I shall do 
so with some reluctance. I do not sug- 
gest. that this machinery was erected at 
Port Pirie because of labour troubles, 
but there is running through my mind 
a suspicion that such has been, and will 
be, the case in many instances. As the 
result of the unfortunate strike to which 
I have just referred, the regular wharf 
labourers were displaced by 
loyalists. Nowadays we hear constantly 
of a demand for economy and efficiency ; 
but the representatives of every — steve- 
doring association, and _ every 
ewner and merchant who has to do with 
the loading and unloading of ships’ 
cargoes, will say that they would prefer 
to employ the old wharf labourers rather 
than the so-called loyalists. 


Mr. Sampson.—How does the 
able member account for that? 


honor- 


_ [REPRESENTATIVES.] 


so-called. 


ghip-. 


ley ret re a ae 
ee ee st Lek 


1918-19. 

Mr. MATHEWS.—Because the old 
wharf labourers are tradesmen. It is a 
fallacy to imagine that any man can load 
a ship. 


Sir Ropegr Best.—I challenge that 
statement. It cannot be said that the 
experience of the last strike was that the 
loyalists did much worse than the old = © 
wharf labourers. 


Mr. MATHEWS. — The honorable 
member knows nothing about the matter. 


Sir Rosert Best.—The honorable 
member thinks he does. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—I do understand it, 
because it is my duty to do so. 

Sir Resert Best.—I have been told 
by men capable of expressing an 
opinion that the loyalists did not do | 
much worse than the old wharf labourers. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—Any shipping firm 
will say that they prefer the old, ex- 
perienced wharf labourers rather than 
the so-called loyalists. During the 
strike, University students. and publie 
school boys for a short period did a cer- — 
tain amount of carrying on the 
wharfs, but they could not  con- 
tinue the work, and it would be 
dangerous to shipping to allow imex- 
perienced men to load our vessels. 1 
shall be satisfied if honorable members 
will investigate this matter for them- 
selves. Wharf labourers in the past have — 
been charged with “‘ going slow” and. 
demanding excessive rates of pay. They | 
have rightly demanded increased wages, (one 
and despite their demands in respect of . 
overtime, which are supposed to be ex- 
cessive, their work costs 33 per cent. less 
than that of the so-called loyalists. I 
can assure honorable members that that > 
statement is absolutely correct, and thab — 
I have it from the very best authority. — 
In these circumstances, why talk of in- — 
dustrial methods which will expedite the 
loading and discharging of cargoes while — 
we maintain the system of employing the — 
sc-called loyalists, which is obviously 
more expensive than is: the employment — 
of the so-called ‘‘ go-slow,’’ ‘‘grab-all”™ 
union wharf labourers. , < :ol 


om 


I wish now to refer to the training 
= ciotiee Naat 


Australian officers and men for ur A 
tralian ships. I have always hoped 
; Py ary phe ¥: wi art ties ine as Me 


to do so: 
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with the termination of the war our 
- Naval Bases would be used for the train- 
ing of officers and men for our mercantile 
marine, and kecause of that belief have 
felt that there could be no complaint as 
to the expenditure involved in establish- 
ing them. The Naval Base at Westernport 
is most suitable for the training of officers 
and men for our mercantile marine, 
and the same may be said of the Naval 
Base at Cockburn Sound. This war has 
shown us that the British people do not 
really understand the Australian soldier. 
Discipline that was demanded of the 
troops of every other nation could not 
be exacted from him. It was found. by 
‘British officers that-he was a good fighter, 
but that he declined to be subservient to 
those above him. The position is exactly 
the same in regard to our mercantile 
“marine. It would be useless to spend money 


in trying to instil into our Australian 


- youths a love of the sea unless we showed 
a determination not to tolerate the idea 


that a sea captain is a sort of Czar on 


his own ship. 
Mr. Poyvnron.—A master mariner must 


- have a great deal of power on his own 


vessel, 


Mr. MATHEWS .—I admit that; but 
the day has gone by when a captain or 
the first mate of a ship should he al- 
lowed with impunity to “‘ brain’’ a man 
with a belaying pin whenever he desired 
; Australians would not stand 
that sort of thing, and unless“we. are 
prepared to treat our Australian sailors 
as men we might as well refrain from any 
attempt to train them for the sea. Our 
ships should be tuilt in Australia, 
manned by Australians, and controlled 
in Australia. Foreign crews are pre- 
ferred on many ships because they are 
more amenable to discipline than are Bri- 
tishers. I hope that we shall extend to 
Australians opportunities for manning 
and officering our Australian-built ships, 
but the success of any effort in that direc- 
tion will depend upon our readiness to 


allow our men to assert their manliness. / 


Mr. Hrecs.—Would not the procla- 
mation of the Navigation Act help in 


that regard? | 


Mr. MATHEWS.—The Navigation 
Soest must ‘be moulded with due regard to 


/ 
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the interests of Australian people and in- 
dustries rather than in the interest’ of 
the British Empire as a whole. It was 
very difficult to frame our Act according 
to our own ideas of what we needed, and, 
at the same time, to make it conform to 
the requirements of the Imperial Act. 
We must have a Navigation Act that will 
suit the Australian people, in spite of the 


demands of the British Government. 


Mr. Sampson.—The honorable member — 
wants a kind of Monroe Doctrine. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—Yes, so far as our 
own vessels are concerned. When our 
ships are in a foreign port they must con- 
form to the requirements of that port, 
but in the manning of our own vessels 
we should have regard to purely Aus- 
tralian ideals. 


Question—That the proposed vote be 
reduced by £1 (Mr. Sampson’s amend- 
ment)—put. The Committee divided. . 


Ayes 13 

Noes 24 

Majority 11 
Boyd, J. A. Higgs, W. G. 
Chapman, Austin Maioney, Dr. 
Considine, M. P. MeGrath, D. 
Fenton, J. HE. Sampson, 8. 
“Finlayson, W. F. Tellers: 
Fowler, J. M. Catts, J. H. 
Gregory, H. Mathews, J. 


NOEs. 


Abbott, Lt.-Colonel 
Atkingon, L. 
Bamford, F. W. 
Bayley, J. G. 
Best, Sir Robert 
Corser, E. B. C. 
Glynn, P. MeM. 
Greene, W. M. 
Groom, L. E. 
Jowett, E. 
Leckie, J. W. 
Livingston, J. 


‘Lynch, J. 


Orchard, R. B. 
Palmer, A. C. 
Poynton, A. 
Rodgers, A. 8. 
Smith, Laird 
Spence, W. G. 
Watt, W. A. 
Webster, W. 
Wise, G. H. 


Tellers: 
Story, W. H. 
Thomson, John. 


Question so resolved in the negative. 

Amendment negatived. . 

Proposed vote agreed to. 

Sitting suspended from 6.37 to & p.m. — 
(Wednesday). 


Progress reported, 
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Royat. Comuiussion’s Report. 


Mr. JENSEN (Bass) [8.2].— (By 
leave)—I think every member of the 
House will realize the painfulness of my 
position to-night. I have been expelled 
from the Government after they had de- 
clared to the people that they indorsed 
the findings of the Royal Commission 
whieh exonerated me of any wrong- 
doing. On the 28th October last I asked 
to be relieved of my Ministerial duties 
because of the statement sent by the 
chairman of the Royal Commission to the 
Attorney-General’s Department, and then 
on to the Acting Prime Munister (Mr. 
Watt), to the effect that I had received 
a bribe. That allegation was conveyed 
to me by the Acting Prime Minister (Mr. 
Watt), and I said to him, “ Very well, 


‘Mr. Acting Prime Minister, relieve me of » 


my Ministerial duties until this statement 
has been inquired into and_ reported 
upon.” The Commission investigated the 
charge, and the Government agreed with 
the Commission’s findings that there was 
no truth whatever in the statement that 
I had received any bribe for my adminis- 
trative work while I was Minister for 
the Navy. The Government publicly an- 
nounced their concurrence in that find- 
ing; yet inthe next breath they informed 
the House and the people that they in- 
tended to apply to His Excellency the 
Governor-General to cancel my commis- 
sion. What for? Because the Commis- 
sion said in its summary of facts—“Mr. 
Jensen failed to do this, the Minister 
failed to do the other, the Minister did 
not do something else in Cabinet that he 
should have done.’’ That is all that can 
be held up against me. For not another 
thing have I been blamed. 


The Commission’s report was received 
by the Acting Prime Minister last Friday 
night week, and at midday on Saturday 
he sent me a copy, with an accompany-. 
ing letter, in which he invited me to 
peruse the report and make any com- 
ments thereon that I thought necessary. 
He also stated that a Cabinet meeting 
would be held on the following Monday, 


which the Acting Prime Minister invited — 
me to make were to be submitted in 
writing, and I was not directly asked to 
attend the Cabinet meeting, as I had been 
on every other occasion. However, I _ 
wish to say at this stage that no matter 
how I have been treated, no matter how ~ 
keenly I feel upon this question, I do- 
not intend, for my own defence, to divulge 
anything that has taken place in the 
Cabinet or at Executive meetings. But =~ 
IT do claim, and will exercise the right, — 
to use any statement concerning this re-_ 
port made by any Minister who ap-— 
proached me _ privately outside the 
Cabinet. | 

A few minutes after I received the re- 
port on the 7th December, I received a 
telephone message from Senator Pearce 
that he would very much like to see me, 
and he made an appointment for 5 o’clock ~ 
that afternoon. JI went to his houses is 
He shook me by the hand, and said, “Let 
me congratulate. you on being exonerated) we 
Sit down. Let’s look at the report.” — 
He had a copy of the report, to which 
he referred. Then he said, “I think, 
Gus, although oe are exonerated, you 
ought to resign.” I said, “ Not on your as 
life” T went before that Commission __ 
on a specific charge, which ptaatente a 
amounted to corruption. The Commis- _ ie 
sion had been at work for eight or nine 
months getting what evidence was oe 
able from anybody that came before if, 
and behind my back the statement had : - 
been made that I had received a bribe. 
{ had been cleared by the Commission 
of the charge upon which I went before e 
it. Who, then, was Senator Pearce that — 
he should demand my resignation ? Ls 
think I am at liberty to state why he — 
desired me to resign. He said, “ an 
know, Gus, the facts which the Commis ee 
sion has stated in this report will make © 
it very awkward for the Government to. 
pull through during the next ty 
weeks.” That is all that concerned Se 
tor Pearce; he was afraid that the 
vernment would not be able t 
through because the j 
made statements that I, Sack 
failed to do this and he 


=- 


Pe 2 


the other thing. I said to him, “ When 
- do you intend to table the report 


Ministerial party. 


it for you.’’ 


tioned that conversation 


ee 


He 
replied, “On Tuesday when the House 
meets.” I said, “Do not table the report 


on Tuesday, but allow me to meet the 
I am prepared to 


go before the party on this report, and 


explain my position in connexion with the 


whole matter, and if the majority think 


that I ought to retire, in the interests of. 
the party, from the Government, I will 


do sa, but I will be damned if I will do 
That has been my attitude. 
I have disclosed nothing that has taken 
place in Cabinet, nor shall I do so; I 
have merely related what took place in 
Senator Pearce’s home, and T have men- 
so that honor- 
able members may understand the -posi- 


_ tion in which I have been placed. I 


pleaded that the report might be with- 
held from Parliament for twenty-four or 


forty-eight hours until I could appear be- 
fore the party with which I am associ- 
ated. But uo; out I must go. That is 
all the consideration I received from the 
gentleman who, in the absence of Mr. 


_ Hughes, is tho Leader of the National 


Labour party in this Parliament.  Hon- 


_ orable members may talk about Mr. 
_ Hughes being an autocrat. Never would 
_ he treat a man as I was treated by Sena- 


» 
<=, 


_tor Pearce. Sie 


JI made another proposition privately to 
a member of the Government. [I said, 


_ “ Other reports by this Commission have 


_ been inquired into by the Government be- 
fore they were tabled; the Government 


have analyzed them, and not in the in- 
terests of a Minister, but, in the interests 
of the departmental officers, have sent the 


report in an amended form back to the 


Commission. Give me the same _treat- 
ment as you have given to departmental 
officers in respect of other reports, and I 
caall be satisfied. Let us sit down and 
analyze the report, and consider whether 


other evidence can be brought to bear. 


which will rebut the finding of the Royal 
Commission regarding my administrative 
work.” 1 was refused that chance. Is 
this a British country?’ On one occasion 
IT went so far as to protest against this 
treatment. I said it was un-British and 


_ unfair to treat a colleague in that way, 


ae, 


especially when I was prepared to leave 
_ myself in the hands of honorable members 


a 
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sitting on the Government side. I did 
not wish to place the Government in an 
awkward position. I told every Minister 
so. But I demanded a hearing before 
they took the final step which they pro- 
posed. I’ was asked, and asked, and asked 
again to resign, but I refused to do so. 
I wavered on one occasion, and even 
started to write out my _ resignation. 
Then I resolved, ‘ I shall not resign. I 
shall not, by such an action, make myself 
appear to the people to be a guilty man. 
I shall face this charge in every way, no 
matter where I go.’’ : 

I have been very pained by the treat- 
ment I have received. I was not invited 
to the Cabinet meeting at which the Go- 
vernment decided that my commission 
should be taken from me. T was not pre- 
sent at the meeting which drafted the 
reasons which were to be advanced for 
the cancellation of my commission by the 
Governor-General. Was I not entitled 
to that, at least? But I did not receive 
that consideration, although I was still a 
member of the Government. JI had 
not been gazetted out, and the Cabinet, 
which had never held a meeting with- 
out me, was sitting in judgment on 
me when I was not present. I had no 
chance of self defence—it was done any- — 
how. They gazetted me out; and I do 
not know that I am sorry for that now. 
I have nothing to be ashamed of in being 
gazetted out. I know it is a very drastic 
action for a Government to take or to 
tender His Excellency the Governor- 
General such advice—I quite admit that. 
But when I was prepared to do certain 
things—two things—in speaking privately 
to members of the Government, I ‘was 
refused. One request was to the party, 
and that was that it should analyze the 
evidence in connexion with the findings 
of the report, and that I should be given 
the same ordinary treatment as a depart- 
mental officer. When a Minister of the 
Crown is refused a little concession of 
that character I say it is pretty hard. 


And then, one morning last week, I _ 
walked up into this House. I wag not 
gazetted out at that time, but was still — 
a Minister of the Crown, with all the 
powers exercised by any other member of 
the Cabinet at that moment. | When I 
walked into the Ministerial room I found 
that my name had been taken off my 
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locker and another Minister’s name put 
in its place, although at that time all my 
things were inside. Cruel! That was 
cruel treatment to give a man while he 
was a member of the Government—when 
he had not yet been gazetted out. And the 
name that was over my locker was ‘‘ W. 
Webster.””? My name had been taken off 
and his put on. Who did it I do not 
know, but I hold that Minister respon- 
‘sible. é 
- Mr. Wesstrer.—I never did it. 
Mr. JENSEN.—Your name was put 
there, anyhow; and I dashed well took 
at off, | 

Mr. Wesstrer.—I never did it. 
Mr. JENSEN.—wWell, it was there. 
- That is the sort of treatment a man was 
subjected to. Mr. Speaker, it is almost 
enough to unnerve the strongest of men; 
but it has not unnerved me yet, sir. I 
have a bit of fight in me still, and when 
I go through the evidence and the report 
ef the Commission I feel that this House 
will not be satisfied with the action of 
- this Government towards me, nor with the 
action of the Commission The way in 
which the Commission ‘have saturated 
their very findings with spleen and un- 
fair play towards me—that is enough of 
that; I will get on to the report. 

You will remember, sir, that,on the 
_ last occasion I spoke in this House it was 
a spontaneous .speech, in reply to the 
action of the Leader of the Government, 
wherein he announced to the House cer- 
tain action the Government were going to 
take in relation to myself. I then told 
you, sir, that at the earliest opportunity 
I would explain as well as I could the 
findings of the report, together with the 
evidence taken. I pointed out in a few 
words on that occasion that I considered 
that the summary of the Commission -was 
unjustifiable, unfair, and un-British; and 
I am going to*show how it is so. The 
findings of the Commission, as stated in 
paragraph 54 of the report are unfair, 
misleading, and not supported by evi- 
dence. I am going through every one of 
these so-called facts, and I will explain 
by the evidence each one of them. Para- 
- graph 54 reads— | 

For convenience we summarized the salient 
facts of the transaction as we have ascertained 
them, as follows :— 

(a) Father Shaw was confident before the 


offer was made that the sale would 
be effected. 4 


this firm of Whiting and Aitken, solici- 


~mary of the facts. 


There was no such evidence given on oath — 
before the Commission, but I shall tell — 
you what evidence was given. Mr. ~ 
Cotes was acting in conjunction with 
Whiting and Aitken, who gave Father — 
Shaw an option over the works for 
£25,000 for a month; and, by the way, 
there is a lot to be said about that 
£25,000 and that option. I ask honor- 
able members to look at the report of the © 
evidence on page 5. The only ground the 
Commission had was that Father Shaw 
was sure when he made the offer to the 
Navy Department that the works would 
be sold. What does Mr. Cotes say? * 
This gentleman, Mr. Cotes, was a director 
in the firm that held the mortgage over 
the works, and Father Shaw went to 
him on 12th May, 1916. This is an ex-~ 
tract from Mr. Cotes’ evidence— : 


i. 


Are you clear of that date?—Yes. It. was on 
Friday, 12th May, 1916, when he came over 
and saw me (he also saw Mr. Whiting), and — 
told us that he thought he had a good chance 
of selling to the Government, and that he could 
get options, or had got options. Peas 


Now, Mr. Cotes, who is a member of ue 
tors, or is attached to that firm, says that 


Father Shaw said he had a good chance 
of selling. Of course, he might have had 


-a good chance, but 1t does not say there, 


asthe Commission finds, that “ Father ~~ 
Shaw was confident before the offer was 
made that the sale would be effected.” — 

Not at all. There is absolutely no evi- 
dence to support it. Look at the differ- 
ence in these words. The finding of the 
Commission is that “Father Shaw was 
confident before the offer was made that 
the sale would be effected.” Mr. Cotes 
says that Father Shaw “told us that he 
thought he had a good chance of selling ~ 

to 'the Government.” That is the only 
evidence that was taken in relation to that 
first finding of the Commission as a sum- 


The second finding of the Commission 
is— 3 <a 

(b) Senator Long drafted the offer. 
My reply to that is this: the offer was i 
typewriting, and there was nothing to” 
dicate by whom it was drafted. The 1 
of the finding is palpably inte 
make it appear that I must ha 


- industries and institutions. 


_ Government with a certain policy? 


“er A SP et 
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who drafted it. But I only heard that 
when Senator Long was before the Com- 
mission. It appears that Senator Long 
drafted a letter which Shaw should send 
to the Navy Department. What did I 
know about that, when it was typewritten 
and signed “ Archibald Shaw”? But it 
is there for one express purpose, and that 
express purpose is to show to the people 
who were not present at the inquiry, and 
had not read the evidence carefully, that 
ft must have known something about it. 
Now we come to the next finding— 


(c) The Minister disregarded the advice of 
Engineer-Rear-Admiral Clarkson, the Third 
Naval Member, who was the engineering ex- 


pert on the Naval Board, and acted on the - 


_advice of an inexperienced subordinate officer. 


That is the finding of the Commission. 
: My reply to that is that Admiral Clark- 
~_ son’s objection to the purchase was on the 
grounds of policy. I had disregarded his 
minute on the application for the pur- 
chase of those works. His minute was 
practically a minute condemning the 
policy which the then Government was 
living under, and had been returned on 
by the people of Australia. Engineer 


> Rear-Admiral Clarkson said straight out | 


that he was against Government. owned 
I. explained 
to the Cabinet that Admiral Clarkson was 
opposed to the purchase. 
Cabinet his report, and the Cabinet dis- 
agreed with his objection. That was the 


Cabinet, not I. I certainly disregarded — 


his advice in the first instance, but the 
Cabinet, when I took the report to them, 
said that Admiral Clarkson had no right 
to dictate a policy to the Government. 
We had been returned to do certain speci- 
fic things. I am now talking ofthe 1916 
Government. The Commissioners say 
that I disregarded the advice of Rear- 
Admiral Clarkson, the Third Naval 
Member. Supposing I did? And I did, 
_too; and the whole of the Government 
did it with me at the time. Is that any- 
thing for this Government to turn me 
out over? Is it, Mr. Speaker? No. 
- Could they not stand up to me? Could 
not the Government stand up to an action 
- of mine like that when I was in a Labour 
| The 
_ present Government took no hand in it, 
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and could not be charged with it, and 
ought not to be charged with it now. I 
did that when I was in another Govern- 
ment. Why should I have to suffer for 
it in this Government? Yet they would 
not give me a chance to explain those 
things. The. Commissioners, as I say, 
find that I disregarded the advice of Rear-- 
Admiral Clarkson—and acted on the ad- 
vice of an inexperienced subordinate offi- 
cer. The engineer in charge of the radio- 
telegraphy of Australia is the “subordinate 
”! He is the man in charge of the 
whole wireless system of the Common- 
wealth of Australia. Yet the Commis- 
sion called him a “subordinate officer.” 
Is he a subordinate officer in respect of 
the wireless system, especially in view of 
what he says Rear-Admiral Clarkson told 
him, namély, that the Board implicitly 


* tondted him to take over the wireless 


system of Australia, to organize and run 
it; that the Board had no time, as'a 
Board, to do those things? This sub- | 

ordinate officer has made that statement 
on oath. If honorable members turn to 
page 84 of the Commission’s evidence, they 


will see there the evidence of Frank Gil- | | 


lespie Cresswell. He was examined by 
Mr. Starke, who was the counsel appointed 
by the Government to see that every fact 
was brought out. .Mr. Starke says— 

IT understand you wish to make a statement? 
—Yes. I wish to point out to the Commis- 
sion that on the occasion of the interview with 
Admiral Clarkson in ‘connexion with the tak- 
ing over of the Commonwealth wireless 
organization, 


Not Father Shaw’s works, but the wire- 


Admiral Clarkson explained to me that the 
Board were more or less dependent upon me 
to do my best to organize it and run it. 


~ Admiral Clarkson was a very busy man at 


that time. He had the organization of over 
eighty transports, which entailed the respon- 
sibility of transporting 300,000 troops and 
thousands of tons of cargo to the seat of war. 
I know this, there was a very big strain on 


him, and I do not think that Admiral Clark- 


son, with the responsibility he had, could 
afford to give the time and _ consideration 
which the proposition of taking over these 
works would merit in time of peace. 

That was the answer of this “ subordinate 
officer ” to the Chairman of the Commis-’ 
sion. He said that Rear-Admiral Clark- 
Yet the 
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Commission attempted to crucify me by 
the finding that they gave, although evi- 
dence could be brought to bear, and is 
being brought to bear, to rebut their find- 
ing. Commander Cresswell’s evidence 
continues— 


By the Chairman.—You felt that?—Yes; and 
he entirely relied on me. 


Let me further analyze the pavement 
that— 


The Minister disregarded the. advice of 
Rear-Admiral Clarkson, the Third Naval Mem- 
ber, who was the engineering expert on the 
Naval Board, and acted on the advice of an 
inexperienced subordinate officer. 
Commander Cresswell went on to say— 

I just wished to point out Admiral Clark- 
son’s position. In regard to policy, as to 
whether it was desirable to establish wireless 
workshops, I know that there was no divi- 
sion or differences of opinion between the 
First and Third Naval Members on that point. 
It was considered at that time, and appreciated 
at that time, that workshops were essential. 


I wish to show how little this officer was 
inexperienced. Mr. Starke obtained 


from him a statement of his qualifica— 


tions. This is to be found on page 15 of 
the evidence taken by the Commission— 

By Mr. Starke—-What is your position in 
the Naval 
and Acting Director of the Radio service. 

Would you be good enough to give me your 

" experience both before you entered the service 
and since?—I cannot remember the full de- 
tails of it. 1 started my career in 1896 with 
the firm of John Danks, machinery merchants, 
brassfitters and engineers, Melbourne, and from 
there I went to the A. U. Alcock Electrie Light 
Company. J was there for nearly three years. 
From there I went to the Post Office, in the 
Klectrical Engineer’s Department. I was 
there for about twelve years. In 1897, I 
- joined~the Commonwealth Naval Militia, at 
that time as an engineer sub-lieutenant for 
electrical duties; and when the destroyers came 
out here in 1910, I was asked if I would be 
willing to accept a permanent position in the 
service, which I did. I was appointed as an 
engineer sub-lieutenant for electrical duties: in 
i911, and from there I went to sea in destroyers 
and H.M. ships. I was appointed Fleet Wire- 
less Telegraph Officer, in, I think, 1912. 
_ I may take it from that that you are not a 
graduate of any University in engineering at 
all?—No. I passed the professional examina- 
tion for the Public Service. 

You have not had any service with the Im- 
perial Navy as a wireless officer other than 
on H.M. ships?—No. I had a lot to do with 
the Imperial officers when they came out here. 
But you have not had Imperial service ?— 
No. I worked under a German instrument 


Mr. Jensen. 


Department ?—Radio Commander, 


maker for eight years, and he was a skilful ~~ 
man in the manufacture of electrical equip-— 
ment. 

I take it that your experience in Australia 
has been a practical experience, and you your- 
self are personally interested in the subject, 
and have studied it at great Jength?—That 
is so. 


The Commission call a man possessing an 
experience like that a 
officer,’ and practically tell him that he 


is not fit to be in charge of the engineer-  — 
They 2. 


ing wireless service of Australia. 
say that I took the advice of this man, 
who not only was in charge of the whole _ 
wireless system of the Commonwealth, but” 
had made a huge success of it. The Com- — 
mission condemned me for taking his ad- 
vice, and that notwithstanding that they 
had been told by this man that Rear- 
Admiral Clarkson handed over every 
mortal thing in the way of wireless to 
him to take charge of, and asked him to 
organize a service, Have I had a fair deal? 
On every point, evidence can be brought 

in rebuttal of the Commission’s findings. © 

I asked the Government to hear me petiees ‘ 
dealing with me as they proposed. This — 
is another finding of the Commission. It _ 
is paragraph d in their summary, on page 
xili. of their report— | 


The Minister failed to ascertain why ‘hen oe 


Postal Department had previously declined i —< 


consider the purchase of the works, ae ee 3 


My answer to that is that the require- 
ments of the Postal Department were en- 


“ subordinate 


tirely different from those of the Navy 33% 


but the experts of the Postal Deparesa ee a 


agreed that the plant was valuable and — 
up to date. As a Cabinet Minister, there 
was no need for me to make an inquiry, _ 
because I knew why the offer of this plant 
had been turned down by the Postal De--_ 
partment. It was when the honorable = 


ray 


member for Darwin (Mr. Spence) was — 


Postmaster-General. The Committee — 
that investigated Father Shaw’s works — 
with a view to seeing if they could bee Be 
taken over by the Postal Department, ; 


gave Stipes the best, name pose toca i 
Feet 


see 


and up to ater 
in Australia ‘to beat ite Ly 


fault eetanas BE Aid not et 
Postal Devine ee Costas repo 


__ Novy na Defoe 
a Fis aeaponak Hah the works should be pur- 
_hased by that Department. The reason 
that I did not do so was that I knew all 
about the matter: I was in the Cabinet 
_ when, on the recommendation of the Min- 
ister concerned, the offer was turned 
3 _ down. It was not turned down because 
_ the plant or the machinery were not good, 
_ but because they were not altogether suit- 
able for the purposes of the Postal De- 
partment. The needs of that Department 
are quite different from the needs of a 
wireless workshop. Because I failed to 
— look at this report, should I have been 
. put out of the Ministry? No. Let me 
@ read from that report. This is: a pas- 
ae 7 sage that occurs on page 2 of- it— 


a Postmaster: General’s Department’s 
ments, which, so_far as: can be. seen, cannot 
ins at present, and probably eannot for some time; 
be commercially manufactured in Australia. 
For example, opal glassware, incandescent 
.. -lameps, hard: rubber. . . «, 

, __ But, generally speaking, the equipment at 
_ _ the shops. can be used in the manufacture of 
A metallic parts required for telegraphic, tele- 
‘* phonic, or wireless purposes. The individual 
Be items comprising the plant~are thoroughly up 
; — to: date. The plant is laid out on the lines 
required for economical management, and it 
is in a good state of repair, the major portions 
ag ie machines being eateries new. 


“that Sed if these orth need suit 
yee the Postal pe. The Commis- 


ny 0 ae with. fie report ‘before. I pur- 
chased the works. I knew all about that 
report at the time— | 


- « The Committee is of the opinion that none 
of the machines for manufacture at present 
"used by the company could be omitted if the 
E Department were to undertake the manufac- 
ture of any complete line of telegraphy or of 

telegraph or telephone equipment. 


Every machine there could have’ been 
used even for that purpose. 


‘The Committee has not made any valuation 
of the ptant or property. Such. is not required 
‘by the terms of reference, and, further, would 
- .oecupy the Committee not less than @ fort 
_ night. But there is appended to this report a 
list of assets furnished by’ Father Shaw to the 
Committee, showing in fair detail the cost to 
ihe. company of the undertaking, 


Postal Committee did not value the 
| t or have a valuation of it made.. How,, 
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_ There are certain classes of items of the 
require- © 


see that it 1s genuine. 


On page 3° 
a of the Committee’s report it is stated— ~ 
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therefore, could its report ae me in re- 
gard to the value of the plant? It see 
declared absolutely that the machinery — 
was of the best. Yet I was condemned — 
by the Commission’s report. We find in 
another portion of the report furnished 
to the Department of the Postmaster~ 
General— Oe, 

As to whether it is advisable for the Govern. : 
ment to acquire the whole or any \ portion of. 
the plant, providing the price is reasonable, : 
will depend’ upon the policy to be adopted by — 
the Government as to) the extent in which 
manufacture in these works will be carried 
on, and also upon the cost of installations to ~ 
meet the Department’s present and future 
needs. If the policy of the Government is 
to. manufacture all possible articles it rTre- 
quires, then the plant in these works would 
form an excellent nucleus and could be ReneS 
fully occupied. 


I think that honorable members must be 
amazed at this report. I hand it to the — 
Acting Prime Minister so that he may 

I am condemned — 
beeause I did not look into these matters, — 
but the report. of this Committee abso- — 


lutely supported my purchase of this — 
machinery. Have [I not been treated 
cruelly ? 


Another finding of the Royal Commis = 
sion against me is— = 
(e)The instructions given to the ae " 
were insufficient from a business point of view, — 
and the valuation was: accepted without in-— 
quiry, as, to, the methed and basis: of valua- 

tion. 

That. finding was absolutely opposed ton 
the evidence, because my instructions 
were very. definite, namely, to get bed-_ 
rock value for the Department. My in- — 
structions to Commander Cresswell were 
to proceed to Sydney, act in conjunetion — 
with the engineer and valuator, who-had 
been appointed at a fee of fifty guineas, = 
and do: his duty both to Father Shaw and 

to the Department. I said to him, “I 

want a fair bedrock valuation.” I have s 
sworn that in evidence... Commander 
Cresswell has borne me out in that regard. — 
In the. report of Commander Cnossmeiian: 
evidence before the Commission the fol 
lowing paragraph will be. seen on page. 


° es 


i see in LHe file. document. 15 that there _ 
is an instruction from the Naval Board OES. 
the 5th July, 1916. Mr.. Jensen tells a that 


- " 
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he told you to value the plant at Randwick, 
favouring neither Father Shaw nor the De- 
Do you remember that?—Yes, 


| do. 


ne Could any better instruction be given to 


a valuator? Could a fairer request be 
made by any honorable member of this 
House to deal genuinely with any trans- 
action? Have I anything to be ashamed 
of in instructing the engineer of radio 
- telegraphy to proceed to Randwick and 
act in conjunction with the other man 
in valuing everything at these works at 
bedrock price? What better or more 
complete instructions could have been 
given? What does valuing at bedrock 
mean? Simply that the valuers were 
not entitled to give any value to ma- 
chinery which was obsolete and useless. 
- Could any other interpretation be placed 
upon my instructions? Here, again, the 
- finding of the Royal Commission falls to: 
~ the ground. 

Another finding against me is— 

(f) The valuation merely represented the 
cost of replacing the works .on that date with 
eertain deductions for depreciation and_ obso- 
lescence, but without consideration of the 
utility, of the plant -to the Department or the 
“nature of the lay-out of the works. 
This finding is not founded on fact. 
- yaluation was made as for works which 


were capable of being used at once for | 


aS ‘the purposes for which they were to be 
acquired. That is to say, they were to 
_ be treated as a going concern. I wanted 


immediate possession if I could get the 


works at a decent price. If I could not 
get them at a decent price, the proposi- 
tion would be turned down. They were 
purchased as a going concern, with the fly- 
wheels going round, driven by the belts 
attached to the pulley-wheels, and with a 
hundred artisans at work. Here, again, 
the Commission has wrongly attacked 
me. 

Another finding of the Commission - 
against me is— 

(g) The only check on the valuation was 


__ the presence of Commander Cresswell, an officer 


who had no training or experience in such 
matters, 


‘What information did Mr. Starke elicit 


_ from Commander Cresswell in examining 
The information that he had had | 


him? 
re te years’ experience, that he had 
Mr. Jensen, - 


[REPRESEN TATIVES. che “Admie ast 


The — 


been associated aod aad all ; ie . 
life, that he had started with John Dank 
and Company, and that he had been asso | 
ciated with nothing else for twenty-five — 
years. The Commission’s finding is a dis- 
graceful one, in view of the information 
extracted from Commander Cresswell by - 
its own lawyer, Mr. Starke. Not only is — 
it a disgraceful finding; it is unfair tome. 
My reply is that Commander Cresswell — 


was the only capable officer In the Navy Be 
Department available to me. Where 


could’ I get another man? He was the ~ 
responsible officer in charge of the wireless 
system in Australia, and I suppose that 
if I had not sent him to value these — 
works I would have been-blamed by the ~ 
Commission for not having done so. The 
extracts which I have quoted from page ee, 
15 and page 84, showing that Admiral 
Clarkson entirely relied on Commander | 
Cresswell, apply to the finding also, and - 
rebut the statement of the eer 
“that the only check on the valuation — 
was the presence of Commander Oresswell, — 
an officer who had no training or €X- 
perience in such matters.” 
only man whom I could really obtain i in. 
- Aiistralia for the task I intrusted to him. __ 
Another finding of the Commission | 
against me is— 


Sac of expensive ia and anes 
electrical PPE was obsolete, and should 

be taken only at the value of raw material. 
My reply is that Commander Cresswe 
took these moet into account in hi 


ideas before the Oc a Mr. | 
Ross saw fit to indulge in a little joke. 
He had been told by me through the 
Secretary of the Navy to make a i 


he the buildings. But cca re 
ceived that instruction, he said to | 


whether he was valuing a piano o 
ginger-pop machine or anything else 


Of course, he said this by way of ‘jol 
but the Royal ebieetiet ye re 


Poaie eo tioned. it ane way of illustration, 


. at 7 


appear that I had sent him to the works 
_ thinking that he did. not know his duty, 
_ and that it did not matter to him what 
was there. I quote the following from 
page 26 of the Evidence taken by the 
Royal Commission :-— 


Be Will you tell me what time you spent on the 
-__ yaluation,“and exactly what you did?—I was 
three days inspecting the machines and equip- 
ment of the factory, and the stock. During 
those three days, each machine was examined 
in detail. A note was made—mentally, or, in 
many c#ses, in writing—of the condition of the 
machines, their utility and class, type, and 
their settings; and, after doing so—I might say 
the schedule of the equipment was handed to 
me by the Shaw Wireless people at my request, 

- as the Navy Department did not furnish .me 
- with the lists as arranged—TI took the schedule, 
together with my own notes, and went through 
the workshop. The schedule provided by the 

_ Shaw Wireless people was incomplete. There 
are a great many items omitted from that; 
and, of course, I made those items good in my 
‘own notes. Then, having inspected the plant, its 
character and condition, I devoted about five 

__ days, including a good deal of night work, in 
a _ pricing those items from the material I had 
available. I inquired also from merchants in 
“the business as to values. I consulted. the 

_ tenders and prices accepted for equipment for 
Government purposes of about that date, and 
as regards the items in stock, consisting of a 
arge collection of miscellaneous manufactured 
_ stock, nuts, small screws, bolts, and insula- 
tions. ~ I ‘inspected those, and inquired the 
=, prices at that time, in order to check the values 
of this stock. As regards the stock, a sheet 
Deas given to me of the stock, of the number 
- of items in each section, which I referred to in 
my statement to the Government; and I took 
a note of what stock was mentioned as being 
in the bin. That is to say, I selected here and 


there at random entirely, without any sugges-. 


e. tion, from different bins, and examined the con- 
tents of those bins, and in.a few cases I counted 
the contents, although I did not intend to take 
stock in that sense—but I examined the quality 
and condition of the stock; and then, taking 
the sheet, which had prices opposite the various. 

- items, I checked those items by inquiry in the 

oe mercantile world in Sydney; and therefore, in 
a sense, I did make a valuation of the stock, 

subject to the quantities being correct. 


That only applies to stock. In his evi- 
’ dence Mr. Ross shows that he examined 

every machine in detail, and took every- 
_ thing into consideration. Let me read 


but they have endeavoured to make it: 


24 
had it in much closer detail than that. I took 
every individual machine, and I referred to the 
English, American, or local prices where avail-_ 
able, and I took the ruling conditions. 

May I ask you how you got the appreciated _ 
price. 
be obtained in Australia at the time. What 
prices did you take for that?—Where it could 
not be obtained in Australia, what I did was . 
this: I took my English list of John Birch, 
and taking the average of that class of ma- 


chine, I assumed that the same appreciation 
would apply to these particular. machines. 


That, I considered, was a very sound Posner i 
to take. 
Did you apply that same principle to the Ne 
stock value?—Yes. Most of the stock values I 
aba by quotations. 
slg applied. 
you went into the question of any de- 
Becton that you saw ?—Yes. . 
That is with each particular machine Yes, 


it was gone into in detail. 


Did‘not that strike you as a very high alugee : 
tion ?—Certainly not. 


To take each particular machine and not os 


look at it as a whole?—Absolutely, no. 


You_were taking it substantially at its re- 


placement value, less depreciation ?—Yes, most 
decidedly. That was the market value of the 
plant. As a matter of fact, those machines _ 
could have been sold since at a price ce i. 
my valuation. 


He says that the machines vurelae ae by 
the Navy Department could have been — 
sold subsequently at an increased price. — 


-And yet the Commission say that I did 


not obtain value for the-money expended 
by the Navy Department. The cross- 
examination continued— 


You told me that, quite apart from the 
utility of the machines at all to the works, 


~whether ginger-beer machine or a pop-gun, 


you took it at its market value, less any de- ~ 
preciation. What application has the prin- — 
ciple of obsolescence to such a valuation-as 
that?—In a few cases, and in this particular 

instance, in a very close association with Com- 
mander Cresswell, I wrote down almost en- 
tirely certain things that were obsolete. 


In other words, things that were absolu- 
tely obsolete were not charged up against 
the Department; they were written down | 
entirely. The witness continued—  —- ~ 

I wrote down almost entirely certain things 


that were obsolete, and from the nature of — 


which could never be anything else but obso- 
lete, because they had an express purpose and — 
that’ purpose was past; and if they were no 
good to the Shaw Wireless, they were no good © 
to any one—such as certain generators. Wher- 
ever that principle could be applied, it was — 
applied. ‘A 


- 


- 


For instance, a lot of material could not — 


The same principle 


ces is a arpat eel of a statement 


im the Commission’s summary of the — 


: salient facts which was designed to damn 


me in the estimation of tus people and 
the Government. 
certainly been 


The Commission have 
successful in damning 
me in the estimation of this Government. 
At the foot of page 27, we have the re- 
port of. further evidence given by this 
witness, in answer to Mr. Starke—and I 
‘do not know that he a . friend of mine— 
as follows :— 

Then you made this report, and, 


in your 


- opinion, it was a fair and just valuation ?— 
_ Absolutely... 


In paragraph h of the Commission’s 


_ summary we have the statement that— 


¥% 


eal apparatus“was obsolete, and sho 
_ taken only at the value of raw material. 


_ Commander Cresswell reported that a num- 
electri-. 


ber of expensive patterns and dies an 
ld be 


- I would point out that, according to Mr. 


- Ross’ sworn evidence, that was done. 


The 


opinion I formed was that the ‘Commis- 


- sion considered, while Mr. Ross was giv-- 


Ing evidence, that he. was a trustworthy 


witness; but, after deliberating for three 


Es weeks upon the evidence, this is what they — 


_ put up against me. 
the summary we have the statement that— 


Who is this manager? 
named Cornwell, ae I regret to say, I 


‘In paragraph 2 of 


The manager estimated that obsolete and 
useless machinery, and stock valued at £13,000, 
were included in the valuation, and paid for 
by the Department. 


He is a man 


appointed to that position. I first met 


him in the year 1914, when I was Assist- 
ant Minister for Defence. 


Together with 


three or four others, he travelled from 


‘ Melbourne. 
_ spatched requesting him to attend there. 
He was Father Shaw’s leading mechanic | 


Lithgow to Sydney, and there waited upon 
me in regard to certain industrial 
troubles. I next met him in my office in 
A telegram had been de- 


at these works, and Father Shaw told me, 
in reply to an inquiry, that he was a very 


capable man in engineering works. I 


sent for him, and when he called, sent him - 


on to Rear-Admiral Clarkson’s room, so 


orghas that officer might discuss matters 
with him, and determine whether or not 


4 


he should be appointed. 


. oe this man “ off Ea ks bat.’ af Corn- 
3 as Stasae Ie 


I did not ap- 


well admits in his Crisael that, : 
he was ‘appointed, I sent him 
Wane Clarkson. After 1 


he said to me, “I think, Mr, Mintle, ‘the 

you can safely give this man a position, 
temporarily, for six months. By that 
time, we shall be able to ‘find pas all 
about hum.” t did as ree 


six mainte. and when | that fori expired, 
the Department of the Navy had been — 
taken over by the right honorable mem- — 
ber for Parramatta (Sir Joseph Vee 
and I had taken over the Department ee 

Trade and Customs. ‘That ‘was: 
February, 1917. 


Beyond this, I know ote of pe” : 
man, but, having listened to his evidence 
extending over five or six days, and hav- 
ing noted the tactics that he adopted in 
relation to the Commission, I say that lip 
is the most damnable man on earth. That 
ig my opinion of him to-day. According 
‘to his own sworn i eayin he eae 


in 


bourne with two tet wot ) 
This man Cornwell, and two~. ot] 
named \Lynch and Carroll, are, in 
opinion, conspirators. I would not 
Cornwell’s word in respect of any m 
ter. I invite honorable members to rea 
his evidence for themselves. How could 
-he prove that Father Shaw was in a room 
in Melbourne with two disreputabl 
women ona date on which he himself was 
in Sydney? And this is the man who de 
clared that there was £13,000 worth o 
obsolete machinery in the works. This1 
the man who, under cross-examination, 
Also admitted that he had faked up a 
false valuation in the interests of F: 
Shaw. That statement was drawn 
him under cross-examination by m 
rister, Mr. Cussen. 1 appointed him 
the position, of manager, not knowing tha 
he had done eli of the ee Ee ty 


page 68 of the report, the following il 
e found: — 
‘Witness Cornwell, recalled. 
a By Nir. Cussen.—In ‘this report it is said on 
the Monday night before Father Shaw was taken 
“ll there were two girls in his room. What does 
that refer to? 
Des girls were in his ‘room?—Yes. 
- Cornwell, in giving evidence previously, 
had referred to this matter— 
During the night ?—I could not say that. 
. There is a suggestion that merely two girls 
| were in his bedroom, or was it that he was mis- 
_ conducting himself ‘with the girls?—The girls 
were in his room that evening. 


What did you infer from it?—I thought. 


there was misconduct there, yes. 
_ Do you know who the cirls are?—No. 
Does. anybody else know ?—I do not know. 


i repeat that that man was in Sydney 
on the date upon which, according to his 
evidence, Father Shaw was in a room with 
~~ two girls in Melbourne. ‘Can we accept 
_ the evidence of a man ‘who is prepared, 
an ‘the circumstances, to make such a 
statement on oath? It is not true that 
obsolete and useless machinery and stock 
_ valued at £13,000 were included in the 
~-yaluation and paid for by ‘the Depart- 
ment. In the valuation made by Ross 
and ‘Cresswell, no value was attached to 
; obsolete ‘and fanless machinery. This 
statement: by the manager was made quite 
recently, and he had been at the Shaw 
_ Wireless Works for two years. 
and Commander Cresswell made every 
allowance for obsolete and valueless ma- 
-_ ehinery, and yet the evidence of this man 
Cornwell is quoted against me by the 
Commission, notwithstanding that he is 
a liar in every sense of the word. I shall 
- deal with his evidence in regard to some 
other matters a little later on. 


summary, we have the statement that— 


After an interview with the Minister, Com- 
mander Cresswell withdrew his recommendation 
to offer £40,000, and substituted an opinion 
that Father Shaw’s offer of £57,000 was 
_ reasonable. Th 


“ors, inference to be drawn from that 
tatement is that I brought pressure to 
bear upon Commander Cresswell, with 
‘the object of inducing him to withdraw his 


Was it-a fact that the two 


Mr. Ross | 


In‘ paragraph j of the Commission’s, 


borne out by the evidence. 


~ Administration. 


recommend that a higher offer sheriley i. 
made. That inference is not in any way 


Cresswell distinctly says that I did not 
attempt anything of the kind. 
first two days of his evidence, he told the 
Commission that he did not remember my 


‘saying that in his report he concurred in ¢ 
Mr. Ross’ valuation of £60,700 for lands, — 


buildings,- machinery, plant, and stock. 


Commander Cresswell concurred in that 


valuation in his report; he said it was_ 
the bedrock valuation, and a just vale 
tion. Of the total of £60,700, £46,000 — 
was the valuation of the machinery, plant, 
and stock, while the balance represented © 


the Ratan of land and buildings. Com- 


mander Cresswell reported to me aceord-_ 
ingly. I wish to impress upon the eee 
the fact that I sent him up to Sydney to- 


‘make a valuation, and not to make any 


recommendation with regard to the pur-— 
chase of these works. 


9028 


Commander — a 


Pn thie 


The only instruc. — 


tion he received from me was that ‘he Ge 


should make a valuation. He admits that 
he did not receive from me an instruc- 


‘tion to recommend what offer should he 
He made a valuation in conjunc- 


made. 
tion with officers of the Home Affairs De- 
partment. He put down the value as 

£60,700, and in ‘the same report He 
that T should make an offer of £40;000. 

IT sent for him and said, “ Cémmiends 
Cresswell, [ have your\ report before me 


In relation to the valuation of the Shaw 
You say you concur in — 
the valuation of Mr. Ross, and you have — 


Wireless Works. 


no hesitation in declaring ‘that the valua- 
tion placed upon the land and ee 
by the departmental officers is all right. 

What is your reason for recommending a 
purchase price of £40,000? How can mE 
take that to Cabinet? Tf we have obtained — 


“a just valuation by our own Government 


“ 


officers, ought we not to pay fair value 
for anything we purchase from one of. our. 
Australian citizens?” He replied, “I can. 
see your difficulty in taking this proposi- 


ae ; 


tion to Cabinet in that form. With your : 
permission, I shall take away the report 


and reconsifer it.” : 
influence him.. I merely drew attention 


I made no attempt to 


to the inconsistency of his report and re- 


commendation, and, on his own ate a 
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: he took. away his report, amended it, and 


sent it back to me. J had not instructed 


him what valuation to place upon the - 


works, or what price we should offer for 
- them. In fact, he was not asked to make 
“40 ouer, . I consider, and I think the 
acting Prime Minister will indorse my 
view, that when an officer is asked to make 
a recommendation in regard to a purchase, 
he should carry out the duty he is asked 
to do. It remains for the Minister, in 
conjunction with his colleagues in Cabi- 
net, to consider what offer shall be made. 
That was the course I adopted. But the 
Commission says, in pragraph j:— 

After an interview with the Minister, Com- 
mander Cresswell withdrew his recommendation 
to offer £40,000, and substituted an opinion that 
Father Shaw’s offer of £57,000 was reasonable. 
‘Commander Cresswell had indorsed Mr. 
Ross’s valuation of £46,496, and the Home 
_ Affairs valuation of the land and buildings 
at £14,240, making a total of £60,736. 
‘That was more than the amount at which 
Father Shaw had offered the works, viz., 
£57,000; yet, when I took the proposal to 
Cabinet, although Commander Cresswell 
had ad that £57,000 was a reasonable 

= price, - recommended the purchase at 
£55,000. Commander Cresswell admits 
that all he means by the reference to 
£40, 000 was that bargaining should start 
at that figure. He did not say that the 
a Government should not pay more than 
£40,000. 
: ~ member that I had said to him that his 
report was inconsistent with his recom- 
-_ mendation, but later, at his own request, 
he was recalled, and he stated on oath 
that I had pointed out to him that his 
recommendation that we should offer to 
purchase the works at £40,000 was incon- 


sistent with his indorsement of the valua- 


tion at £60,700. The Commission admits 
that that took place. What I am about to 
quote now is very important. The Com- 
mission, when it held a secret inquiry six 
a ago, took the same view as I did 


egarding the inconsistency of Commander " 


OD cssalts report and recommendation. 
Honorable members will find dius on page 
24 ot the evidence— 


By the Chairman-—Do you remember when 
She Commission questioned you on the point at 


ene first interview, you were asked how ret: 


wigs r. Sa ensen. 


—— 


For two days he could not re-— 


foald reconcile your. “report. in the o 
paragraph with the first portion of the 
in which you concurred with Mr. Ross’s v 
tion of £60,000 for the land and buildings 
then you went on by stating that you thou 
an offer ought to be made of £40,000. T 
Commission pointed out to you was what was 
apparent then, it was inconsistent to say in 
one portion of the report practically that the 
works were worth £60,000, and in another Le * 
only £40,000 should be offered for them. ras 
you remember your reply ?—I do. not. remem : 
the reply; but lL meant that £40,000 as the — 

basis for negotiations. Poe 


Yet, in face of that statement by than ‘ 
Chairman as to what the Commission had | t : 
said at a secret inquiry when I was not | 
present about the inconsistency of Com- ~ 
mander Oresswell’s report and recommen- 
dation, the Commission condemned me. 
Is this British fair play? I demand from = 
this House justice. . Honorable members — 
are men of hearts. Boa I sit down quietly — 
under these allegations? The Commission ~ : 
puts the same construction, upon Com-— 
mander Cresswell’s report as I put upon | 
it; and yet, by inference, it charges me | 
with having influenced him to withdraw 
his report and substitute a recommenda- 
tion of a higher purchase price. Are» we 
living in a British country, that I am 
treated. in this fashion? Commande! 
Cresswell admitted that he mean ¥ 
£40,000 to be the basis for negotiat 
That is an admission that the plant 
worth more than £40,000. ihe: Chai 
said to him— 


That was not the sale you gave ae Com 


mission on that occasion ?—That is the 
reason I had. Sing Bh 
The statement you faude then was that 
~—Minister said it was his own buses and: 
yours. 


I swore an seh that I never Tana ee 
statement. I never spoke to Command 
Cresswell in that way. I have alwe 
treated every officer with respect. 
proof of my integrity and houesty, ] : 
mind the House that I have been in M 
terial oftice for four years and ot 
months, and I challenge any hon 
member to rise in his place and sa} 
I have ever suggested any wrong ac 
connexion with my administrativ 
Lee statement that after an in 


Naw and Defoe _ 


ma Peither one is a suggestion that I fcc 
him to do something. Commander Cress- 
well said that I did not. His chief clerk 
reminded him in Court:—“ Yes, Com- 
_ mander Cresswell, the Minister did men- 
tion to you the inconsistency of your re- 
port and recommendation. You came out 
of his office and reported the conversation 
- to me, when I assisted you to amend 
your report.” |§ Commander 

| ‘thereupon said, “ Now that you mention 
r— the matier, I remember it well.” And at 
his own request he went back into the 
 witness-box and said that he had done me 
an injustice, and that I had pointed out 


the inconsistency. So much for that por- 


_ tion of the Commission’s summary. 


_ Paragraph k& of the summary reads— : 


The alteration of Commander Cresswell’s re- | 
- port was not disclosed to Cabinet when the pur-. 


chase was being considered. 


_ I say that it was unnecessary to disclose 
the alteration, in view of the inconsistency 

, Aes first report. That is my answer to 

_ the Commission’s statement. 
ister, when he goes into Cabinet, explain 
every little detail in a big file of corre- 
spondence dealing with a big purchase 
like this? If that were done, Cabinet 
would hardly get through one item of 
business, let alone the dozens of items that 
are dealt with in an hour or so. I never 

_ thought of mentioning the alteration, be- 
_ cause I had done no wrong, and is it for 
a Royal Commission to declare what I 
ought to do in Cabinet? Does the Com- 
mission know what I should say to my 
colleagues? Have I any right to give 
information to the Royal Commission of 
what took place in Cabinet? What does the 
Acting Prime Minister say to that? 
Commission wanted to know everything 
that had happened in Cabinet, and be- 
- gause I did not admit to the Commissioners 
that I had not mentioned this alteration 
~in Cabinet, look at the construction that is 

_ placed upon my action! What difference 


_ would it have made to the purchase if I. 


: had mentioned the alteration of Com- 
<e mander ac ihe: aust N ot any. But 


deal throug. That is all the Com- 


ir Drorsonn, 1918.) 


mission set out to do. 
-a very important matter— 


Cresswell . 


Does.a Min- 


The 
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We now come to 


(7) Commander Cresswell in successive re- 
ports— 

(1) Estimated at £4,000 the cost of addi- 
tional accommodation and machinery 
at Williamstown for the manufac- 
ture and repair of all wireless tele- 
graphy apparatus required for the — 
different Departments of the Common- 
wealth Service until the establish- 
ment of Flinders Naval Base. 


That estimate was in March, 1915, a 
few months after the war broke out. In 
August, 1916, when it was being con-— 
sidered, we were in the midst of the war, 


and everything looked very black for the 
Empire— 


(2) Stated that an offer of £40, 000 would — 

: be a fair offer for the Shaw Wireless: 
Works for’ use as general Govern- 
ment electrical workshops, and then — 
stated that Father Shaw’s offer of 
£57,000 was reasonable; and 

(3) Stated that the: Government could not 


erect-the buildings and put down the 


machinery and plant under £80,000. — 


In regard to paragraph (1), I wish to say : 
—This estimate was in March, 1915, 


when the necessity for extensive wireless 
works had not been seen. 


It was only 
seven months after the war started, and — 
the conditions were quite different in July, © 
1916. The £40,000 was ‘only to be a 
start in bargaining; and the third report 
as to the £80,000 was true—if ever there 
was a true statement—and showed the 
necessity for acquiring the works, These 
buildings could not have been put up, the 
plant put down, and the stock there at 
that time purchased under £80,000; in 
fact, if these works were not acquired by 
the Government, it would have been im- 
possible for us to get machinery at that 
juncture—absolutely impossible. I gave 


-eertain evidence before the pics Ve 


which, in my opinion, justified me~ 
going into the matter and  cagenmonaae 
this purchase. I did not make the pur- 
chase, the Cabinet did, and the Cabinet 
was equally responsible with me in every 
aspect, especially in view of the fact that — 
I placed the whole file on the Cabinet. 


~table, and explained the reports that were — 
those that were in ~ 


against as well. as 
favour. T herefore, the whole Cabinet 
was responsible—if I did wrong, they did — 


Puch i eeess 
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wrong. At. that time, in: 1916, no ma- 
 ehinery of any sort was coming ‘into. Aus-_ 
. _ tralia. I do not know whether I am . 
going to let out any secrets by stating 
what IL am. going to state, but the war is 
now over, and I am freer to speak than 
- P would- Have been in 1916: The very 
machinery that was ordered by the then 
Government in power from America and- 
_ elsewhere for the Lithgow Small” Arms 
~ Factory, Cockatoo Island, and _ other 
_ places was—according to a request which, 
to my knowledge, was made to the War 
Cabinet—urgently required by the Im- 
perial Government. I know that, because’ 
of the cables that came; and it was im- 
 perative that that machinery should go 
Bb: England rather than. come to Austra- 
la. Knowing what I did when that re-_ 
_ quest was made by the Imperial authori- 
_ ties, did I do wrong in purchasing ‘the. 
only machinery in. Australia for a wireless 
system? There was no idea that the war 
would have been ended by this time. The 
war ceased without very much warning; 
_ ¥ collapsed, thank God’; but there was no 
_. kiowing then that it might not have gone 
on for years. Our ships were being sub- 
_ marined, and every bit of ship, steel, and 
equipment was needed in England. The 
Imperial authorities, as I say, made that 
request to the Commonwealth Govern- 
ment, and bought the macHinery at a fair 
prive. I eare for nobody; I did it—I re 
ommended the-purchase to the Cabinet. 
There is the truth; and that is why I 
say that the value placed by Commander 
_ Cresswell on this machinery was a fair 
and genuine estimation, in my opinion, of 
. its value. 


Then, to whom else could I refer. tae 

. questions? I got. certain queries from the 
_ then Treasurer, the honorable member for 
_ Capricornia (Mr. Higgs), because of a 
certain writer in Sydney, who was a 
- director of the Sun newspaper. That 
writer was also a director of the Aus- 
tralian Wireless Company, in Sydney, a 
small company which was running the 
German Telefunken system. That man 
went into the witness-box, and, next to 
~ Cornwell, he is one of the biggest lars in 
‘Australia. I shall quote his ie ee 
Whe and say what has taken ‘place since he 
apts Mr, Jensen. 


made that stutenibnts on nae “ 
the man liga months ago, was giv 


for days.’ It was ll these sumpeeeee | 
impropriety on my part—of wrong-doing 
that led the Commission to think Lae. 


see if I. had ie; a bribe. Sean- a6 
dalous! . The Commission have at — 
tempted to pull Commander Cresswell to 


pieces on account of the estimate he gave; a 


but what does the Commission know about 
the value of machinery? Have they had 
an expert to value it fortheir own infor- 
mation? No. They have not had an 
expert. to see if the valuation of Mr. Ross 7 
and Commander Cresswell was incorrect; 
but they take it on themselves: to say foo a 
much was given for the machinery. Who 
are the members of the Commission? © A 
vendor of. silk—not rabbits; another man 
who has something to do with ee 
Adelaide; and a third man, of whose bus 
ness in Sydney I know nothing, 
are the people who have taken upon ne 
selves to say that too much was give 
this machinery, and they have said i 
without getting aty, evidence to justif 
their statement, Can any honorab 


which the valuation of Mr. Ross and ¢ 
mander Oresswell ought to be challe 
by the Commission ? The next finding : 
as follows :— | Bae 
(m), No inquiry was: ale as to cf 


tails of the option held + Father 
Shaw. bee 


No inquiry! What has’ “Father: Sh 
option to. do. with me? 
do with the Commission? al 
blamed. << ae 

This. was quite irrelevant, as it only — 
affected the right to give a title. Beside a 
a very considerable part of the property 
was outside of that over which the 
pany had any right. Cotes, in a 


report, COT that. the most imp )1 


works in, connexion. with the busi 


not got the fee, and had los 
eiba it had held No in 


any, or eo the Siacololiers were; ane 
Sir Rupert Clarke and Whiting, ap-- 
parently, only held shares to represent 
their advance. » 
_ Inreply to that, T am going to quote evi- 
- dence given by Whiting and Aitken, and 
a PNET. Cotes, who came before the Commis- 
a “gion as representing Sir Rupert Clarke. 
That is the only evidence that has been 
given in relation to what option Father 
Shaw obtained as mentioned in the report. 


: The following is an extract from the evi-_ 


‘ Soa of Mr. Cotes, as reported on page 
5 of the evidence :— 


By y Mr. Starke—You are a®barrister_ and soli- . 
citor of the Supreme Court of Victoria ?—Yes. 

And you are-at present employed in the office 
“of Messrs. Whiting and Aitken, solicitors, Mel- 
bourne ?—Yes. ° 

How long have you been there ‘Since 1904. 

I understand you are.acquainted with the 
business known as the Shaw Wireless Limited ? 

~ —Yes. 


Were you ever a director, or r anything of that 


Bote sort ?-— Ves, at the commencement of 1916. 
How did you come to be appointed a director? 
_ Mr... J. Whiting and Father Archibald John 
. Shaw had been directors. Mr. H. J. Whiting 
had gone to the war, or-had gone to England 
», LO enlist for the war, at the end of 1914, and 
_ ithere was no one to protect the interests of Sir 
kupert Clarke and Mr. Whiting, who had a 
controlling interest in the company, and they 
were not too well satisfied with the way things 
‘were going on during 1915, so at the end of. 
1915 an arrangement was made ‘under. which I 


You were appointed-a director bei protect the 
fa interests of Sir Rupert Clarke?—Yes. 
-What was Sir Rupert Clarke’s position in 
Fale giexnn with the business?—He had a share- 
holding interest. 
? What was his shareholding interest ?—Sub- 
stantially, I think, he had about 10,800 shares 
out of 35,000 shares,:and Mr. Harry Whiting 
had about the same; and, in addition, Sir 
Rupert Clarke had guaranteed the account of 
Shaw Wireless Company with the London Bank, 
and in or about August, 1915, ‘he had paid to 
the London Bank the amount owing to :the 


hi 


bank, and obtained an assignment from them of © 


a their security. 

How much had he paid?—He paid to the 
London Bank: just over £27,034. 
- The London Bank of Australia in 
Sydney. made an advance to the Shaw 


the security of a portion, not of the whole, 
of their works. When the bank advanced 
27,000 against that security, there must 
> been nearly £50,000 or £60,000 worth 
ck and ‘machinery. Banks'never ad- 


nite dns 


fit Deceanen, 19 1918.) 


was appointed a director. = 


Wireless Limited of £27,000 or more on 


: “\ Admaniire tion. 


vance more than 50 or 60 per cent. of the 


value of a security. 
and Whiting paid off the advance of 


Sir Rupert Clarke | 5 


£27;000, and took the security themselves. _ 


‘the Navy Department bought. 


worth of the machinery and plant? <Ac- 


~That security was only a portion of the 
plant and machinery, and of the land thats 

Tie ae 
was security justifying an advance of 
£27,000 by a bank, what was the actual — 


cording to the statement here, ‘there “were : 


85,000 0 shares in the company, and Fath 
Shaw was a director of it. 
£25,000 for an option on the interest that 


‘He gave 


these people had in the concern, not for 


an option on the whole concern. 


Yet oe 


this grandmother of an Argus here De : 
_ Melbourne prints in big type the statement 


that Father Shaw only. paid £25,000 for 
the works, 
That was a ridiculous, 
tardly statement, 
the public. 
the evidence, page 5— 


Were you Viohe paid the interest at all No. : 


and sold them for £57 008. 
cruel, and ‘das- ee 
Yet it went down with — 
To continue my reading Me 


I want you to tell me about some arrange- 


ment made with Father 


Shaw ‘to lease the — 


works to him ?—At the end-of 1915—on the 23rd 
December, 1915, to be accurate—Father Shaw 


came up to Melbourne and saw Mr. Whiting 
and myself (Mr..Whiting was dealing for Sir 


ei 


Rupeft. Clarke, Sir Rupert Clarke being away 
at the war at that time), and. we discussed thee. 
position, and he told us that héshad an oppor- 
tunity of making an arrangement with a lob — 


of engineers to manufacture munitions. We 


were not prepared to allow Shaw Wireless 
Limited to incur any more obligations, and we 
made:an arrangement with him under which he 


was to be able to have a lease of the works for 


the purpose of manufacturing munitions, he _ 


was working on a co-operative basis, as we 
understood, with his men. 


We were told that. os 


a good deal of money would have to be. laid out ae 
in ‘the first few months for the purpose of put- 
‘ting the works into proper order for the manu- — 
facture of munitions and so on, and so we 


agreed that the rent for the first six months . 


was to be £15,000, 


This firm of solicitors asked £15 000 ioe 


the rent of the works for six months only— | 


but that we would not press him for payment — 
at that time, so long as he was getting on all ; 


right. 


‘This reminds me of something said oes . 
the inquiry by a witness who was untruth- — 
It.was suggested that I had been in 


ful. 
negotiation for the sale of these works 
with Father Shaw from ehh 1915; 


Department. 
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that oe was POnEy ore te to sell tern) to 
me quietly. Yet we have the sworn testi- 
mony of a firm of solicitors in Melbourne 
that in December of that year Father 
_ Shaw rented the works for six months for 
the making of shells for the Common- 
wealth Government. That puts on one 
side the reflection upon me. To continue 
the quotation— 


oe suppose the lease is-in writing if it is 
necessary to see it?—Yes; but I have not got 
it. It was not exactly a lease, but an agree- 
ment in writing. 
eer is it?—It was handed over to Father 

haw. 

Did you keep a draft, or a copy ?—Yes; but I 
enet find it. 
_ Having made that arrangement, did any diffi- 
eulties arise in the manufacture?—Yes, from 
what Shaw told me. He told me the 
Government had commandeered ‘some of his 
machines, and he-also told me that he had 


difficulty in getting the steel which the Broken 


Hill company had agreed to supply him with, 
that it was not as perfect as it should have 
been. 

Was Shaw able to keep up his rent?—When 
the first quarter’s rent became due at the end 
of March, he told that, owing to the expendi- 
- ture he had, he was not in a position to pay 
the rent, and we agreed not to require him to 
pay the rent at that time. 

I want you to come to the time when Shaw 
mentioned the matter of selling the works to 


_., the Government + that was on Friday, 12th 


May. 


soe That was the’ first time that Father Shaw 
‘mentioned to Whiting and Aitken, soli- 


 citors, of Melbourne, that he was going 


to endeavour to séil the works to the N avy 
His application came in 
May— 

Are you clear of that date?—-Yes. It was on 
Friday, 12th May, 1916, when he came over 
and saw me (he also saw Mr. Whiting), and 
told us that he thought that he had a good 
chance of selling to the Government, and that 
he could get options, or had got options. 


He said that he had a good chance of sell- 
ing to the Government. He did not say 
that he was going to sell, or had made 
arrangements to sell. Not only had he 
_got an option from Whiting and Aitken 
for that portion of the works which they 
held as a security, but he had to get op- 

- tions from other persons in connexion with 
- .ether machinery and other land. He 
did not pay £25,000 for an option upon 
the whole property ; he paid that to one 
iyi Mr, Jensen. — 


- 
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firm for an aioe on 1 part of the. wor gi 


he sell, to meet his liability. 


é 


He had to get options from a lot of per- — 
sons in Sydney. That is made very plain. 
Evidently he felt that if he could get an 
option from Whiting and Aitken, he could 
get options for the other part of the 
works in Sydney. But he had to pay ss 
£25,000 to Whiting and Aitken, should — 
Father — vt 
Shaw was a big shareholder in the com- 
pany, and apparently had a third interest = 
in it. Only three shareholders are men- — 
tioned. The Commission did not show — 
that Father Shaw got this option from 
Whiting and Aitken for £25,000 and sold ~ 
it for £57,000? In my opinion, they — 
only wanted to find out as much as was — 
necessary to punish me. They did not 
attempt to clear me, or to do me jus — 
tice. They only went far enough to ~ 
enable them to make out to the com- — 
munity - that I was a bad business man, 
that I failed in my administration of a 
Commonwealth Department. © That ate Ss 
tempt to injure me has not succeeded. sg 
They object that I did not inquire | into 
the options. Why did not they inquire 9 
into them? They failed to do so. ‘They — . 
called only one witness with regard to this 
option, and he disclosed only what actu- 
ally happened in his office. Father Shaw 
must have had big interests, which I am ix 
formed cost him many thousandsof pounds 5 
but because of the way things had gone ae 
he was, I believe, financially crippled, and — 
thought that he would do best under ‘th £9 
circumstances to get an option from those | 
who held a portion of the land and ma- 
chinery as security, and then try to ge 
options from others, .and sell the work 
That is what he did; but the whole trans 
action has been intentionally put in- 
light which has caused. misconception. On 
page 6 this evidence is recorded— oe 


Mr. Starke-—He wanted an nopion to sell- 
what ?—What we had. 


He only. wanted an option on the 
terest that this firm held— ce: 
And how much did he want it for _—We 


eussed the amount, and finally we found 
most he could give us was age. F: 


"Why diande you offer it. atrect tee 
vernment ?—Because it would not h 


bit of use offering our piece witho ; the o 


part; it was not a compete 


‘ Nawrard bi esis 


‘You s see the position in which I am nee 
_ by a summary which is supposed to con- 
_ tain a statement of the facts. A diabolical 
injustice has been done to me. Mr. Cotes 
was examined by Mr. Cussen, my bar- 
+ ‘Tister— 
= ee ‘ You only had security for a part of the Brace? 
* —Yes. 

. Do T understand from you that the more 
valuable piece of land was not included in 
your security?—No, that is not correct. I 
should say, as far as the land was concerned, 

- the more valuable part was included in our 
security undoubtedly, but-the engine house, the 
engines, and so on, were the vital Bane of the 
works. 

And situate on land not included in your 

_ security?—Yes. That engine house, and the 
basement for the engines, had cost several thou- 

sands of pounds. 


cena 


I wanted to put on the evidence the con- 
_ struction that I put on it to-night, letting 
my party know everything. Had I done 
that, and had a hostile motion been moved, 
either by the Opposition or by some hon- 
orable member oa the Ministerial cross 
bench, I am sure that the majority of hon- 
ae orable members would have stuck to me. 
y= Mr, Cussen also asked— 
IS D6 you know, in addition to the £27,000 that 
Sir Rupert’ Clarke put into this business, how 
- much Father Shaw put into it?—I do not ‘know 
_ what amounts Father Shaw put into it. £27,000 


was what we paid to the London Bank to take 
over their securities. 


_ They say that I failed to inquire into the 
option obtained by Father Shaw. I have 
- only quoted the evidence of their wit- 
nesses. I did not call one witness on my 
own behalf. Furthermore, though it 1S, 
nearly two years since I left the Navy De- 
partment, I did not approach an Admiral, 
the Secretary, or any officer regarding any 
evidence which might be put before the 
Commission. I dare any living man to 
deny that. I have not approached any ~ 
Navy officer, or any one else. . I have 
stood on my own ground, knowing that I 

- had done no wrong. If I had done wrong. 
‘ would I not have gone to. some of the 


and tried to cover up some of the tracks 
~ JT had left behind me? But I say again 
that I did not approach a living soul 
in the Department, from the Rear- 
dmiral down to the officer of tee 


= bs Gea 1918.1 


stand-point. 


_upon its production. 


~ naval officers or to some other persons, — 


iby other Departments. 


ine) 
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Administration. 
before the Royal Commission. Was thab 
the action of a guilty man? No. 


Tho 
Commission’s finding against me is— 


No inquiry was made as to the details of 
the option held by Father Shaw. 


In all probability, if Father Shaw were 
alive, he could prove that it cost in the 


vicinity of £80,000 or £90,000 to protect 
and equip the works. What had the op- — 

tion that Father Shaw secured to do with ~ 
me? I had merely looked into the valua- 
tion of the works from the governmental — 
Another finding of the — 
Royal Commission against me is— 


The Cabinet’s approval of the purchase was 
upon condition that the Minister was satisfied 
that the Navy Department’s requirements 
would keep the plant fully occupied. 


My answer to this finding is Comman- 
der Cresswell’s report, which was a com- 
plete justification of my action, but was 


suppressed, and not placed™ -hefore the 


Commission until my counsel insisted 
This inquiry had | 
been in progress for twelve months, — 
until it~teok a definite turn a few weeks 
ago. 1 asked for a report from Com- 
mander Cresswell because of a wire ~ 
which I had received from the Treasurer. — 


I forwarded to Commander Cresswell 


the exact question that the Treasurer had — 
submitted to me, and the: answer that [I 
forwarded to the Treasurer was the 


answer submitted to me by the depart- 


mental officer, with the exception of a 
slight variation of the wording, which 
did not alter the meaning. ‘The answer 
forwarded to the Treasurer was a com- 
plete reply to his request. I submitted 
to the Engineer of Radio-Telegraphy the — 
question contained in the Commission’s 
finding, viz., that the Cabinet’s approval 
of the purchase was upon condition that 
the Minister was satisfied that the Navy 
Department’s requirements would keep 
the plant fully occupied; and his report, 
-which is in the Navy ‘Office, not only — 
corresponds exactly with the reply which ~ 
I forwarded to the Treasurer, but also — 
bears me out in another statement—that 

IT had fully discussed this matter from 
every aspect in Cabinet. I told Cabinet 
that, according to the reports I had re- 
ceived, the works could be made use of _ 
IT even told the | 


oh Seas Pama: Mite iecnane 
_ Pearce) privately on: two. occasions, when 
we were proceeding to his home in St: 
M | Kilda, that even if some doubt might 
exist in regard to keeping the works fully 
occupied. by wireless requirements, the re- 
port furnished to the Postal Department 
i + said that there were plenty of machines 
- which could be,utilized for the require- 
ments of the Postal Department. Also, 
at that time I was aware that the Ae 
fence Department were having work done 
at the Shaw. Wireless Works for the 
Lithgow Small Arms Factory. Certain 
_ portions of machinery were being turned. 
out for the Lithgow Factory by these 
add at the very time I was communi- 
gating with regard to their purchase. 
: Work. was being done for the Defence 

- Department, the plant could have been 
used for the requirements of the Postal 
- Department; and, as I shall show from 

- the annual report furnished by Comman-. 


_ der Cresswell upon the work turned out. The number of ships? inspections carried out. 


by these works during the first twelve 


_ months, there is no doubt in my mind 


that they have materially assisted the 
Commonwealth in the manufacture of 
- certain: articles necessary for the carry- 
ing on of Government institutions in the 
interests) of Australia. How could the 
Royal. Commission say thatthe Cabinet’s 


dition that: the Minister was satisfied that 
he Navy Departments requirements 
would. keep the plant fully occupied ? Mr. 

- Cussen was the barrister who represented 
te at the inquiry by the Royal Commis- 
sion. I read the following from page 34 


of the evidence taken by the Commis- 


pion: —— 


yi 


Boy 4 

Mr. Cussen.—I desire to put before the Com- 
“mission in connexion with Mr. Jensen’s evi- 
‘dence, Commander Cresswell’s report on the first 
year of the wireless business: 
_ original report. (To witness) —That, is so; 


that is your annual report for the first year of 


a the wireless ?—Yes. 


"Although this Commission had’ been in 
existence for twelve months, the most 
teal evidence that it could~have had 


= it—Commander Cresswell’s report 


ae 


especially whem I had heard certain evi-— 


proval of the purchase was upon con- | 


The hat atte! —I do not think you need - 
Poem that point, Mr. Cussen, we quite follow: 


This: is the: 


the eg twelve months’ ee Sere lowing’ win Fal hasanae: Maec 


of, theee:  witslooe: vworks— 
submitted to Ait. 
report.’ was : 
tially by: Commands mesure ie ia 
have been a year ‘ago—probably b 


the organization of. the wireless ites 
in Australia, after the control of 
wireless telecraphy had been trans 
ferred from the Department of the Post 

master-General to the Navy Department. 
I was: struck by the nature of the. report,. 


dence given by this man Denison, direc- 
tor of the Sydney Sun, who is also te 
director of the Amalgamated. Wireless, in 

Sydney, which is running a German sys 
tem of wireless telegraphy, as I have al- — 
ready informed honorable members. Let: 
me quote from Commander Cresswell’s: 
report dealing with the fitting up of eae 
with wireless since the taking over 
these workshops, This. report says— 


eae 


during’ the past. twelve months. is as follows:- 


Melbourne _ .¥. inl a 
Sydney ere ofa year only) ae 845 
20 


page Pee Me kc 
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During the last twelve months the followin 
wireless. telegraphy installations have been 
manufactuned: in: the. wireless Romi apts mihi): om 


Matthews, (fea Kanna. : 


A ‘little Tater I. shall quote ‘the ae 
of this man Denison, who swore that: h 
company. had entered into contracts: witl 
every shipping company in Australia for 
the supply of wireless apparatus to it 
ships, and that there was not a ship ] 
on which the Commonwealth Govern- — 
ment could place wireless. ~The | Phone 
continues— 


The following ships have been refitted wi 
more efficient wireless: gear:—Bulla, Beang wr 
Seang Choon, Vestalia, Surada. : 

Long-wave receivers have been fitted i 
following ships:—Hymettus, Karroo, Port j 
bourne, Hororata, Benalla, Armadale, Bak 
Nashobra, Beltana, Itria, Karoole, Ballarat, 
Orontes, Shropshire, Saldanha, Afric, Suffo 
Anglo-Egyptian, Berrima, Seang Bee, 
Surada, alias Orsova, — Cows onwea 
Calulu, Carina, Conargo. oad 

Central switches have been f fitt 


B Barambah, “Seang Choon,’ ; Anchises, 
Bulla. Saldanha. Boonah, Vestalia, 
Seang Bee, Aeneas, Calulu, Carina, 


a ee 
yptian, 
Dongarra, 
Ytria, N estor, 
a ied el 


These works have 
. _ Placed. on all these ships a complete wire- 
es ~ less system, despite what has been said by 
a this man Denison, who caused the then 
Treasurer, Mr. Higgs, 
questions to me. The Treasurer wanted 
. to know from me whether the Amalgam- 
ated Wireless Company held a contract 
for the supply of wireless apparatus to 
all the ships trading in Australia. I re- 
plied that this was not the case; that they 
had certainly fitted some ships with wire- 
less, but that, at the time, there-were over 
oe ~ sixty coastal ’ vessels which still remained 
te to be fitted with wireless. The Commis- 
 - sion failed to get Commander Cresswell’s 
as report, which was absolutely in favour 
_ of the taking over of these works, and jus- 
- tified their purchase; but I happened to 
remember it, and showed it to my bar- 
_rister. Thereupon he asked the Commis- 
gion if they had had it before them. They 
>. said SWo7e= FF was only because I hap- 
pee to have a copy of the report, that 


SS S, “ “ 
2 akeaeggo eee eens 


_ the Commission knew of its existence. - 
xs thi 


By, nk that Mr. Denison should be pro- 
ceeded against for perjury. The then 
- Treasurer said that he nearly held up the 
- payment of the money to Father Shaw 
eee of his prawns 


be ~ ot these works, we nies the further state- 
 ment— 


WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY, AND Pecans 
WorKSHOPS, RANDWICK. 


During the first twelve months from -the 
time of transfer of this service to the Navy 
Department, the Wireless Telegraph Branch 
was greatly handicapped by the lack of suitable 
wireless telegraphy workships. Representations 
were made, and a proposal for establishing 

_ suitable workshops in Melbourne was being 
considered when it was decided to take over 
the works of the Shaw Wireless Company, in 
Sydney. It was pointed out that these works 

were, too extensive to justify their purchase 
purely for the requirements of the wireless 
telegraphy service; if, however, the Common- 
wealth purchased these works and utilized 
them, not only for wireless telegraphy pur- 
poses, but for the manufacture of electrical 


res oe hy the different Commonwealth —De- 


rR, 1918.) 


manuf atiied and 


to put certain 


At <BR? 21 = 


and small mechanical apparatus and machinery. 


In the hea tees eowld Me utilized: 10 


Administration. 


provided, of course, that the various Depart- - 
ments co-operated heartily by placing as many — i 
of their orders as possible with the works. 


ipa their purchase ‘would be justified, 


gilhe Shaw Wireless Works were subsequently _ 
«taken over, and it has only been by the ac- 


‘ quisition of these works that this: Department _ 


thas been able to meet almost the whole of. 


‘the demand for wireless ses aphy paisa | od 
t | &e., arising out of the war . 


Only because of the apqeiscmed of ‘the 4 
, works has the Department been able to 
meet the demands made upon it for wire. 
less, telegraphy apparatus and for repairs 
for land stations. In this report the 
taking over of these works was absolutely 
justified. The Commission, however, : 
never asked for it, and but for it. the 
lying statements made by Denison would - 
have gone unchallenged. So much for P 
the way in which the Commission dealt — 
with the business intrusted to them. They _ 
allowed this man, that man, and the other — 
man to make damaging statements 
against the Department for the Navy, the - 
Minister and the Government generally ‘s 
in regard to the taking over of these 
works. They called afew petsons who 
wrote “damnation,” so to speak, across 
the taking over of these works, and it 
was only in my defence that the produc 
tion of the report was demanded. Even 
then it was not commented upon by the 


‘Commission. In paragraph’ o of the Com- 
mission’s summary we have the fee. 
that—. | oe 


The Minister was aware oe the official’ Te. 
_ports that the Navy Department’s requirements _ 
would not keep the plant fully employed, but 
he states that the Cabinet thoroughly ie oe 
stood that the Department’s requirements — 
would not keep the plant fully employed, aes is 
that work from) all other. Departments would — 
be necessary to keep it fully employed, but he 
took no steps to obtain any correction of the 
Cabinet minute, 


oA Ny 


Who are these Commissioners that they: 
should say that I should have taken steps _ 
to secure a correction of the .Cabinet — 
minute? What have they te do with me 
or with the Cabinet? As long as I was 
satisfied that the matter had been dis- 
eussed in Cabinet, and that it was wnder- 
stood that the works could not be kept 
fully employed in dealing only-with wire- 
less apparatus—that there was machinery 
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meet the requirements of other Govern- 


ment Departments—what more was neces- 
sary? I was in the inner secrets of the 
Cabinet—I was a member of it. 


back to Senator Pearce to have it 
amended in one minor respect, when I 
knew what the exact understanding was? 
_ Ministers of the Crown were called to 
give evidence. Senator Gardiner, Sena- 
tor Russell, and Senator Pearce were 
called before the Commission, and ad- 
mitted when the question was put to them 
that when the proposal was being dis- 
eussed it was understood that the works 
were to be taken over for wireless pur- 
poses, but could be used also for the pur- 
poses of other Departments. That was 
. thoroughly understood. As Minister for 
the Navy I should have been only too 
pleased to allow the works to attend to 
the requirements of other Departments. 
As I have pointed out to the Cabinet, the 
workshops are being used at the present 
time by the Defence Department. True, 
the Defence Department is not the Navy 
Department, but it is a sister branch of 
the Service, and-at the very time that 
the ex-Treasurer wrote to me the Shaw 
Wireless Works were carrying out certain 
work for the Lithgow Small Arms Fac- 
tory. I believe it has manufactured also 
for other Government Departments. _ 
- Thad the minute of the Cabinet to the 
effect that I could buy these works for 
{ -£55,00C provided I was satisfied that the 
_ Navy Department would keep them going. 
And the Navy Department will keep 
them going. The Defence Department 
is the Navy Department, and so is. the 
- Postal Department, in the sense that these 
~ are Government works controlled by the 
- Navy Department, and having the ma- 
 chinery and the men capable of doing 
work required by the Defence Depart- 
~ment-and the Postal Department. The 
- Commission urges, however, that I should 
have had the Cabinet minute correeted. 
There, again, the inference is that I did 
something without obtaining the consent 
of Cabinet. Every line in this sum- 
mary on the part of the Commission has 
in it the same sting. The whole sum- 


me. My answer to paragraph o in the 
Mr, Jensen. ee aaa 


[REPRESENTATIVES.] _ 
Commission’s summary is that 1 exe 


Was it 


. Lc for any member to see. 
necessary that I should send this minute 


request was not limited to the plant being 


the Commission. My answer to it is — 


question as he had done. 


mary is saturated with ill-feeling towards . 


Pt 
ca 3 


Se 


plained the whole position to the Cabinet, 
and that the file of papers was available —__ 
The Treasurer's 


kept occupied by naval requirements, as 
is shown in paragraph 29, and Com- — 
mander Cresswell’s report fully answered — 
the Treasurer’s queries. As long as the 
Cabinet was satisfied with my action and 
knew what I was doing, what reason had 
the Commission to complain that no steps 
were taken to obtain any correction of 
the minute? The Commission was 
simply trying to damn me in the eyes 
of the public, and this paragraph in its 
summary is also unfair. es ‘s 
IT come now to paragraph p— 


The Minister’s reply to the Commonwealth 
Treasurer’s inquiry as to whether the works 
were necessary for the purposes of the Com-. 
monwealth failed to disclose the whole of the 
facts within the Minister’s knowledge. 


That is a diabolical lie on the park oF ae 


that the Commission did not venture to 
state what facts were within my own 
knowledge that I did not communicate 
to the Treasurer. They cannot point to — 

any fact within my knowledge that I 
failed to communicate. In making this 
statement they were only going upon cer- 
tain: evidence given by the ex-Treasurer. 
(Mr. Higgs), who, when the other side 
was put to him by my counsel, consider- 
ably modified that part of his evidence. — 
He said that if he had known of it — 
before he would not have answered the 
There was no 
evidence of any witness except Denison —— 
that the works were not worth the money. __ 
Denison was a biased witness who was 
running a rival concern, and he lied. He 
swore that the whole of the shipping 
around the Australian coast was under oe 
contract with his company, whereas I~ 
have shown that after taking over these 
works we manufactured wireless appa- 
ratus for and fitted up a great number 
of ships. Mr. Hugh Robert Denison cer 
tainly hed, and I hope the Governmen 
will look into the evidence given by hi 

He is the managing director of th 
Sun Newspaper Company, . 


t 


“Sah 


StS 


3, 
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also a director of the Amalgamated Wire- 
less, Sydney. What did this man say, as 

reported at 
| by Mr. Cussen in regard to an article pub- 


= lished in the Sun on 81st July, 1916? 
The report of this part of his cross-ex- 


- amination—as given 
~ follows :— 


The article said you were doing the work? 
-—TI do not think so. 


at page 29—is as 


: 


It says, “ At the present moment the plant | 


required on ships, with the exception of 
dynamos, are being manufactured by the Amal- 
gamated Wireless of Australia?”—That has 
: nothing to do with the company. As a matter 
of fact, they carefully refrained from giving 
us any business, for some reason or other. . 
That was apparent that they had refrained 
from giving you  business—deliberately ?—It 
looked like it. 
“ __ However, the purchase by the Government of 
' these works meant going into a trade that you 
were doing in supplying plant required by 
_ ships?—No. ; 
Why not?—For the very. simple reason that 
we had contracts for the whole of the shipping 
of Australia, and we had them tied up . by 
means of contracts for a period of years. 
The whole of them?—Yes, : 
-. Do you say that?—The whole of the Aus- 
tralian shipping was under contract to us. All 
I ean tell you is, the whole of the Australian 
shipping has been fitted with wireless by the 


- pany. 
~ _- By Mr. Starke-—You mean the coastal ships? 
All the coastal ships in Australia. 

By Mr. Cussen.—What about the shipping 
coming from the other countries?—The Mar- 
- goni Company, and other companies, have sup- 
» = opled those. 

When war broke out, I take it, a number of 

ships were fitted with wireless?—Yes; and the 
Government compelled them to be fitted up, but 
apparently they could not equip them them- 
selves. 
At that time, no. - However, do you say 
that this purchase by the Government of 

Father Shaw’s works did not affect your busi- 

ness at all?—Not in the slightest. 

_ Nor was it thought in the future it might 

affect it?—That is a different thing. 

_ It was a thing that the Amalgamated Wire- 
less, and you, as managing director, would 


ayy 


rather not see come about?—Yes; that .is per- — 


_fectly correct, for two reasons, 


I suppose one is money?—No. ‘The prin- 


cipal thing was that the Government, unfor- . 


tunately, had taken the most. extreme step in 
' . the so-called Balsillie patents, and were pro- 
__- posing to make stations wherever they could, 
and we were fighting the Government in that 
matter for years, and naturally we thought the 
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‘page 29, when cross-examined 


Amalgamated or Australasian Wireless Com-: ment to his company. 


vernment was behind them when they started _ 
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to develop those patents, which we understood 
were an infringement of our patents. —_ 

- What is the other reason?—The other was, 
we did not want the Government to be a com- 
petitor—a competitor with Government money 
behind it. iS 

Cutting into your profits?—Yes; cutting into 
everything, wg 

Do you say that you knew nothing at all 
about that article?—That is so. I did not 
see it until it appeared. ; 

Did you make any inquiries about it?—No — 

No request to any other papers on this mat- — 
ter?—No. I think I wrote a letter to the — 
‘Argus and Age on that. basis. . ey 
- Did you write that as managing director of — 
the Sun—or what?—As managing director of — 
the Wireless Company, and signed as such. — 

Did you write that before or after this 
article?—I think it was after—I am not sure. 

You cannot give us any idea whether before 
or after?—No. The article in the Sun was 
written the day after the announcement of the 
purchase. was 

And when was your letter written ?—Within 
a few days, I think. Bec patie 

You were against it as managing director 
of the Amalgamated Wireless?—Of. course 
I was. 2 


That only goes to prove that they had 


taken the evidence of this man Denison 
in Sydney months ago. He was called — 
to Melbourne, and, I suppose, he repeated 
the statement that the whole of the ships — 
in Australian waters were under agree- — 
But in answer to 
that we have the evidence of Radio- 
Engineer Cresswell that since the taking ~ 
over of the works he has manufactured 
wireless apparatus, and installed it on a 
number of ships. There are plenty more — 
ships to be fitted with wireless. Many of © 


those which come to Australia, and some 


of those engaged in the coastal trade, are 


not yet equipped in this way. But for 


my action the Commission would never 
have seen Commander Cresswell’s report 
When I heard the lying reports that 
Denison was making in his endeavour to 
damn me in connexion with the purchase 
of the wireless works, I remembered that | 

report, and my barrister insisted upon its 
being included in the evidence. | 
The Commission’s summary 
tinues—_ i 
(q) Senator Long received a gratuity from 


Father Shaw for influence which — 
Father Shaw believed he had used. — | 


My answer is that Senator Long never — 
used, or attempted to use, any influence 
over me, and the Commission has obtained — 


. con- 


trary. ms | , 
" oe early £3, 000 of the op suhete’ money 
Deas pala, to Father Shaw has not “been 
=.’ accounted ‘for. 
That is no business of mine; it rae no- 
thing to do with me. But it appears 
that the Commission obtained a report 
® from police officers in’ Melbourne regard- 
ing Father Shaw's movements from the 
time he was paid until he became ill. 
That report was not placed before the 
Commission. ‘Only a couple of state- 
“ments from it were quoted. So far as 
the Commission’s report shows, that 
£8,000 might have gone anywhere. Hvi- 
os was adduced that certain luggage 
belonging to Father ‘Shaw had ‘been re- 
ceived by a certain person. 
no evidence to show that the luggage shad 
been properly handled, or by whom it 
had been opened. I do not know where 
the £8,000 has gone, and I do not intend 
to ‘try to discover it. ‘That is no business 
of mine. But the Commission did re- 
port that no proof had been produced 
that the money had reached me in any 
way. -That is all the Commission could 


ae 
tt 
; 


say, ‘about me in that regard. My bar-~ 


: rister desired that the Commies should 
make an absolute finding in relation to 


ng this case, but the ‘Commission ‘has 
iled ‘to do that. It has submitted a 
port based on certain portions of the 
idence, which, in every stance, can be 
butted. ; > 

The report was forwarded to the Cover- 
nor-General, and ‘by him forwarded to 
the Government. What has been its ef- 
| S have been gazetted out of the 
and no matter beet ef 


not giving me a hearing before my party, 
and in not collaborating with me in a 
earch for evidence to rebut some of the 
Commission’s summarized facts, 
that cau be done for me in future, even 
by this Parliament, can remove the awful 
stigma that has. been placed upon my 
- character and the suffering TI have had to 
endure for the last few days. Nothing 
ean recompense me for that. I am held 
up to the people of Australia as a man 
fate whom henene has ‘been cast in 


oak 
7 


There was 


the whole of the circumstances surround- — 


live by the action of the Government $6 


nothing . 


~ 


afraid to act on their own initiative, and *4 


_ By the evidence that has been forthcom- 


take over control of park of the 


fous of the N avy ee patneit and 


with me in the Lg or its figh 
my case. In view of the fact that thes 
transactions did not occur during th 


régime of the present Government, Min- — 


isters might at least have assisted me to 
combat: the Commissioners’ findings, but — 


they have refused to do so. I have a a 
mass of notes, full of most convincing 
matter, and I feel that I could continue 3 
replying to the report for another two or a 
three hours. But I shall not weary the — 
House by doing that. . I thank honorable : : 
members for the very patient hearing they — : 
have given me; not even by an interjec- e ‘e 
tion have they hurt my feelings _ ia: the — 
slightest degree. : 


i 
pha 


I am accused of having done oes | 
things without consulting departmental ~~ 
officers or Cabinet. I admit that. How : 
often have I heard honorable members in 


this House accuse Ministers of ‘being is 


of being tied up with departmental red 
tape? I did not purchase the Shaw 
Wireless Works on my own account; Cabi- 
net purchased them. But I take the ful 
responsibility of having recommended the 
purchase to the Cabinet, and I have n« 
regrets im ¢hat regard other than that I 
have been penalized because of ‘havin 
done what I deemed to = my duty 3 
time of war. I ¢ 


Hays of a comparty Pitti sreleiteat sue h 
a man as that damned liar, Deniso 


ing regarding the operations of the works, 
since ee were Mae tate by the Govern- 


ask the Government to look into all o 
them. One morning I went to the Por 
Melbourne Pier in company with ee 
honorable member for Henty (Mr. Boyd) 

and without reference to Rear-Admi: 
Clarkson, or the Naval Board, or C: 
net, » entered, into an arrangem 


a ine should be facilitated by 
_ establishing, our own workshops ‘on the 
pier, and I anstructed an officer to pur- 
a ehase the necessary material and ma- 
shinery. That action was taken on my 

; own initiative. Let the Government in- 
P _ ~ quire into it. Was there any corruption 
or ‘wrong-doing in ‘that regard ? 
relate to the House something else I did. 
‘The newspapers have had a lot to say 
about me in relation to the contract with 
Cone and Company for the fitting up of 

_ transports. ‘That firm had a contract with 
' the Navy Department for carrying out 
alterations to vessels and for the supply 

_ of the raw material and labour required 
‘im connexion with the work, on a com- 
mission basis of 10 per cent. No matter 
_ what Cone and Company paid for labour 
or material, they received a commission 
— of 10 per cent, That-was the full text of 
the brief agreement that existed between 
them and the Government; there. were 
no other conditions or considerations. 
When I was appointed Minister for the 
Navy I investigated the contract, and 
_ found that the Department was ‘being 
absolutely robbed—robbed, I repeat. 
omy instance the company’s books were 
_ seized and audited by the Auditor-Gene- 
Se _ral. ‘That examination disclosed circum: 
stances that were not too nice from the 
point of view of ‘the Department. 
- J immediately said to Cone that I did not 
‘ ‘Tike the system on which he was working 
. for the Department, and that he was not 
-* going to have these conditions a day 
. longer. I forced Cone to another agree- 
ment, which made the conditions abso- 

fe lutely better for the Government in every 
_ way. Instead of 10 per-,cent. for ma- 
_ terial, he was to get only 5 per cent., and 
ee the discounts he had been allowed had to 
go into the Navy Department for the 
first time. There were. many other re- 
_ strictive conditions put into. the agree- 
ment; and he worked under it for some 
little time. I placed a certain man on 
atest the ships, giving him a letter signed 
by me, and conferring on him the absolute 
ht to come and go when he liked, irre- 
spective of the Admiral or any. “other 
er in the Navy Department. 
parched the interests of is ae 


Wee Finca ay repair and fae up 


IT will, 


didod 


certain things against’ me, 


At 


-Crown Law Office. 


This — 


¥, « nf Dp f 
i : tay : So... bs evaded 
i e re Hy 


ment, and roparied to me almost. daily ree 
happenings in the course of the altera- 
tions of the ships. I state publicly that — 
the man’s name was Myers, so that if thé: 
Government desire to inquire into some _ 
more of my actions they are at liberty to 
do-so. The man reported to me that 
things were not right with Cone and 
Ghrabany: who were sub-letting the work 
to other firms. The result was that these . 
firms were absolutely robbing the Navy 
Department. They were presenting Cone 
with certain accounts, and these were 
added to Cone’s accounts again, What did 
J kicked those men off the ships. — 2 
Yet the newspapers haye dared do say — 
including the 
statement that I paid aeddeie moneys to — 
Cone and Company to which they were 
not entitled. I challenge the Government 
to look anto this matter, and say that I 
have not saved the: country £25,000 by the 
new agreement, which was made retro- 
spective from the first day they started. | 
All their accounts were gone into, and big 3 
deductions were made under the agree . 
ment, with the result of great savings. 
I am charged with not taking the ee 
vice of the Rear-Admiral, but the Rear- — 
Admiral sent a minute, and wanted me ee 
pay Cone a certain anrount, but I would — 
not do-so; and because of my action in — 
regard to this company many thousands 
of pounds were deducted from their ac- 
counts. I may also inform the Mel- — 
bourne newspapers that I held up one of — 
Cone’s accounts, and said that I thought — 
that, on account of it, he ought to be — 


charged with a criminal offence; and I | 


sent a minute with the account on to the — 
I prosecuted Peacock i 
and Smith, but on a technical point they — 
got out of the trouble; yet the newspapers 
are. blaming me over the Cone business. — 
Whatever wrong was going on, I as Min- 
ister, immediately stopped it. What did — 
T do without consulting the Board or the — 

Cabinet? I handed over the whole of - 
the work on those ships to the Trades — 
Hall—another cut at the Navy Board, — 
those dignified gentlemen in gold braids 
As I say, I handed over the whole of the — 
work to the Trades Hall; and until I left — 
the Navy Office the unions carried out the © 
work ina very ee DNS manner, and 3 
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- never were accused of wrong-doing in re- i pipitioies ae was ean over to 
- gard to accounts, anyway. ton; and he not only inspected the bos 
Suppose I did buy the Emerald for but gave her a trial run and got 14 kn 
£4, 500. and another—the Togo—for out of her. His report was to the effect 
£7, 5002 The TJ’ogo is one of the fastest that he had examined the whole of th 
: boats i in Australia, and is only a few years machinery of the ship, and had found it 

old, with the best reciprocating engines in in excellent order. What more could I 


: the Commonwealth. It was admitted by (° ! fe - had hi report from A pale ~s 
the chairman of the Commission to be £7, nae = oe ney that 
worth £7,500, as the report of the evi- this omeceenad gone to Launceston to 
dence shows. I am accused of buying make this inspection, and he had no ob- ~ 
these vessels as if I had no right to exer- jection to it. But Sir William waseile 


cise my executive powers in this Way. {oy about three weeks, and, before I -- 
os 
nae 
s 


ae bigger things have been done by bought the Togo, I rang up his office Brae ne 
Cabinet Ministers without consulting the asked his chief clerk to communicate with 
_Oabinet. The Prime Minister (Mr. him, and see if he had any objection to 
Hughes) paid £2,000,000 for ships with- the ‘purchase. The reply from Admiral — 
out consulting: the Cabinet, and his powers Creswell was ‘‘ No,’’ and on that I pur- ae y 
_ of executive are no more nan mine. The chased her. All ihe same, I am blamed 
Prime Minister bought those ships with- for doing so, while, as I say, the Chats 
3 out having a valuation, or even the man of the Commission himself was satis- — o 
opinion, of the Naval Board of Aus- fied as to the value. What did the Es). 
tralia; but he is not condemned or taken Commission do? They made a rotten, — 
before a Commission. | silly statement concerning my action, or 
I bought the Togo because I wanted a intended to apply to’ my action, in pur. 
boat like her—because we had not at chasing the boat. They say that th 
the time available a little tug-boat boat is not suitable ee what she w 
in- Australia. TI tried Cockatoo Island purchased for, and that tenders have b 
and the state shipyards, but there called for her, with the result that one- 
was no material—no plates for ships or for £1, 000 and another for £350 were 
boilers—and I was unable to get what Sent in. In my opinion, these tenders 
Il required. Two little boats were neces- almost give rise to a suspicion of “ pe 
_ sary to tide me over the duration of the in order to belittle me. Tae 
war; and I had to ‘“‘do things’’ in the The Hmerald was offered to me for — 
4 Navy. I never left anything «to the £6 ,000, but I refused to buy her at that 
Naval Board; if I had, the Department price. The agent for the owner inter 
Y would have gone wanting on many occa- viewed me again, | and wished me to ren 
sions. As I have said, the Chairman her, but I said that the Commonwealth 
of the Commission admitted that the Was financial enough to buy any boats 
es Togo was worth £7,500. The following she wanted, and that I did not want t 


is an extract from my evidence on the rent her. After he had visited me o a 
‘point :— ~ two or three occasions I told him that I — 


PF ie Chaieinie. wanted a boat to tide me over the war 
waste time on nen ie T do. not think we need and that while I knew she was not 
is quite satisfied that the value of £7,500 for proper tug, she would suit our circum: 
the boat was all right.” stances, and I would give £4,500. An 
This shows that the Chairman thought inspection of the vessel had taken place 
the boat was.worth £7,500, and yet-I and officers of the. Naval Works Depart 
am condemned for buying her. She is ~ment had said. she was in good ord: 
one of the Lest built boats of her kind in She had come down from Brisbane, an 
Australia; beautifully seasoned wood, therefore, was seaworthy. Her ‘hu 
_ copper fastenings, with the finest engines machinery, and boiler were in good ord 
that could be provided in Australia, and and she was of fairly good dimensiox 
_a speed of 14 knots, though by a misprint 127 feet long, with a good beam and f. 
_ that appears as 11 knots in’ the report. draught. On the whole, I could 
_ She was inspected by one of the Naval. Nae 


- Mr. Jensen. 
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view of the fact that dredges were about 
_ to start at the Westernport basin, we 
- required a small tug, and I could not get 
one built; and I said that, even if we did 


not spend much on her, the Hmerald 


would suit us for the time being. I 


rang up Mr. Treacy, and, in his pre- 


. sence, offered Croker £4,500, giving him 
_ ten minutes to think over it. He accepted. 
the offer, and I instructed Mr. Treacy to 


make ali provisions for the completion of 
the sale. 
took the risk of buying this boat, al- 


~ though T had never had a trial of her; 


him. 


but I had a report, and knew she would 
do for me in the smooth water. - Admiral 


Creswell was one who took umbrage at 


my buying the boat without consulting 
The following is an extract from 


Admiral Creswell’s evidence :— 


. By the Chairman—Do the Commission 
understand that the Emerald has been doing 
useful Government work?—yYes, she is doing 
good work. ; . 
Although not suitable for the purpose of a 
tug-boat, yet she has done or is doing other 
work ?—Yes. . 
Would they require a boat of some kind to 
do the work she is doing?—Yes. We were in 


want of a boat for that special purpose, to 


~~ take coal and water round to the dredges, in- 


: o stead of the dredges 
—_eoal, &e. | 
It will te seen that Admiral Creswell, 
under cross-examination, said that the 
_ Emerald was doing good useful work, al- 


having to come into 


though she cost only £4,500. What sort 


_ of boat can be purchased in these days 
for that amount? 
pect a destroyer or an ironclad !/— 

So far as the Board knows about this ves- 

_sel?—She is deing good work. 


Would any one ex- 


_ By Mr. Starke——In examining the hull and 


-the engines of the Hmerald originally, who 


was the proper officer that the Board should 
have referred such an examination to. Prac- 


tically it was referred to Mr. Swan and Mr, 


Treacy. Mr. Treacy says he was quite un- 


- guitable for such work?—Yes. 


What about Mr. Swan?—He may have re- 
ferred matters of that kind to the members of 


= 


a the Naval Board. ona 
_. The Hmerald had been previously offered 


to me, and the Navy Board could have 


_ gone into the matter, but did not do so. 


Who was the technical officer?—I should 


7 sonsider the Third Naval Member the technical 


Cussen.—What do 


I admit to the House that I- 


think is the value of that vessel as she 


Administration. 


now is?—I could not give you an idea. I 
could only tell you she has been doing work 


for us and contributing to the service. 


I bought the Jogo and the Emerald “‘ off 


my own bat,’’ and never attempted to 
make out that I had done otherwise. I 


have never endeavoured to make any 
other person responsible for my own 


action, | 


I have done something else without 
ng the Board or the Cabinet. 
What did I do? Did the Commission 


A certain 


consultin 


give me credit for this? No. 
transport was about to Jeave Australia. 
At the time, I was a Minister in a Labour 
Government. When she arrived in Mel- 
bourne, all the~firemen walked off her. 


On my own initiative, I put certain Naval 
Reservists on board, and sent her to Syd-. 
ney and Newcastle, where she got suffi-. 


cient coal to enable her to proceed to 
Europe. 


of the day on which she was to sail, the 


whole of the seamen on board walked off 
The 


in sympathy with the firemen. 
transport was due to leave at noon with 


1,200 soldiers, who were on board. I got 
_on the ’phone, and pointed out to the secre- 
‘tary and the officials of the Firemen 
and Seamen’s Union the serious effect of © 


this action in war time, and pleaded for 
men to enable the boat to get away in 


time. “Mr. Minister,” they said, “we 
The unionists are defying 


cannot do it. 
the executive.” 
the men.” 
go aboard.” 
to the Naval Board, and without consult- 


I replied, “I must have 
They said, “They will not 


The Naval Reservists, acting — 
as firemen, brought her back to Mel- 
bourne; and at 10 o’clock in the morning 


Without taking the matter 


ing Cabinet, I rang up the Williamstown — 


Naval Depot, where there were some 200 
or 300 Naval Reservists. 


30 I told the Cap- 
tain in charge to select forty-five men, to 
give them their knapsacks, to put them on 


the Williamstown train, and to send them 
round to Port Melbourne forthwith. It 
was then a quarter-past 10, and I said 
that they must be at Port Melbourne at. 
I took it on myself to 
do this in the interests of the war, feeling 


a quarter to 12. 


that I was doing the right thing at the 
right time, 


the unions of Australia. I did not take 


I put the boat under naval — 
discipline, and let the lines go, defying 


that matter. to O pices a 
Board; I did it on my own. 


T knew that 


strike; but, although a Labour Minister, 
: dy felt that in time of war no transport 
should be stuck up. The powers in- 
- trusted to me enabled me to do what I did. 
Let that action be put against the buying 
of these two little vessels, and against the 
attempt of the Commission to belittle me 
by their findings. I have referred to 
these matters to show that, on occasions 
other than those mentioned by the Com- 
mission, I have done things without eon- 
sulting the Naval Board. What was the 
‘Naval Board? I was its boss, its presi- 
dent. I had the power to veto anything 
at t might determine. Was I to do things 
only in a red-tape fashion? A Minister 
who is not game to do things for himself 
im the exercise of his executive powers 
is not worth his salt. What-have I to 
be ashamed of? 
_ spent a paltry £12,000 on the purchase of 
two vessels without making the proper 
investigation to ascertain whether they 
were worth the money. I told the Com- 
mission, in regard to the Togo, “ You say 
_ that only £1,000 was offered for her, and 


Fas - 


_ that there was another offer of £3505 but > 


I take it on myself to get £6,000 for her 
‘now, although she has. been ehopped about 
and altered this way and that.” Not a 
word was said in reply tome. The Com- 
‘mission found that I did certain things 
without conferring with the Navy Board 
or with the Cabinet. Let me tell you, 
sir, that in that same Navy Department, 
until I stopped it, officers, clerks, and 


sands of pounds worth of goods without a 
tender, and without a quote. I issued a 
minute stopping it. Did the Commission 
look into that? Have the Commission 


known to the Minister? N ot tens of thou- 
sands of pounds worth only, but hundreds 
of thousands of pounds worth of stuff 
_ were purehased in the Navy Department 
“be. servants who were getting only £5 per 


week. Some, big firms in Melbourne re- 


- eeived £40, 000 and £50,000 for goods 
without a quotation or a tender. I 
5 Bee. poet 


to the Naval hsm 


T. was running the risk of causing a big 


TI am accused of having - 


sorry for what the Government did 


the. party, they might perhaps hay 
“viewed matters in another light. How-— 
ever, I must take things as they are. I 
can walk down Collins-street holding my 
storemen were purchasing tens of ‘thou-. 


condemned those officers and others for: 
 doingthings that were irregular and un- 
which the report is worded, the Minis 


—TMr Wart Noe : ae 


2 Mig minutes are in 


Peat departmental’ of offic 

not to be-accused for doing these t 
Their transactions are nob to: be. I 
into. It is the Minister who is cc 
demned. Lthank you, Mr. Speaker, 

honorable members, for your hearing. — 
feel my, position very much. No man — 
can say that im my speech I have been 
spiteful to anybody. I have not been — 
spiteful to the Government. I have said — 
certaim things, but I have kept Vinee 
the limits: to be expected of an ex-Cabinet — 
Minister, At least, I shall never do what — 
one Minister did here: I shall never tell 
the House what took place in-an Execu- 
tive meeting. The trials and suffering — 
that I have undergone during the past- 
few days: have been great; and if ever a ph 
man was tempted to say something, eae | 
have been so tempted. The day perhaps — 
will come when many of those who have 
listened to me will overlook what has — 
happened during the past ten days, so” 
far as I am concerned. I. have made es 
my statement; I have produced facts. 
There are many other matters into. whic 
I could .go, but time will not perm 
The House has treated me well. J he 
now been here for three hours “and ten — 
minutes, and have enough material in the — 
way of notes for another three hours; but 
what I could say more would not, p ie 

haps, convince honorable members % 
yond their present. convictions, T ; 


me.. Had I had a chance to go befor 


head up, because J. have done. no wron: 
The, Ministry have not charged me with — 
doing piibrise iby act Not one Been: ie 


ister 2 
Mr. Warr. an that. sénse, yes. 
Mr.” JENSEN. —Outside. the way : 


have not said; another thing to me a 
my administration. Have you, sir? 


Mr. JENSEN.—I thank ‘you, 
Speaker, and I thank every hon 
member. J shall now consider > 


shall take my seat in this cl 
do not ‘now ‘that e, shall 


is Je the: Meantime, -E shall: think » over 
soca 


ADJOURNMENT. 


Mr. WATT (Balaclava—Treasurer and 
| Acting Prime Minister) [11.12].—Out of 
consideration for the honorable membez 
es Peaks has been addresssmg us, and for 
- honorable members: who sat through last 
night, and are very tired, I move, with- 
| out further comment— 


-@ That the House do now adjourn. » 


P Question resolved in the affirmative. 
: House adjourned at 11.13 p.m. 4 
Pre. S <Senate. 


~ Wednesday, 18 December, 1918. 


Cann eee 


The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
T. Givens) took the chair at 11 a.m. and 
-vead prayers. 


‘BLYTHE RIVER IRON DEPOSITS. 


. «Senator THOMAS.—I ask the Min-, 


ister representing the Treasurer whether 
‘hé is yet in a position to supply me with 
' €@n answer to my questions in regard to 
the Blythe River iron option? 
Senator MILLEN:.—tThe honorable 
senator submitted a list of eleven ques- 
tions. I have already supplied the 
answérs to questions 1 to 5, and I now 
have pleasure in supplementing the in- 
formation which has been given. The 
Blythe River Iron.Mines Limited have 
furnished the following particulars :— 

6. The nominal capital of the company is 
1,000,000 shares at £1 each. Of these 500,000 
have been issued as fully pafd up, and the 
balance are unallotted. The whole of the 
500,000. shares. was handed to the original 
owners who paid £30,000 to the company in 
4 eash, which amount was placed to its credit. 

4 7, The title of the company’s property was 
bes obtained from the original vendors, and the 
oe nature of the title was leased and freehold 


by tunnels, trenches, &c., which were considered 
sufficient by Mr. Darby, the special expert who 
was brought from England to report fully on 
the whole preject; railway surveyed and con- 
uction of about 1 mile was made, &e. 


House any more until next. session. In 


: 9. The improvements consist. of prospecting 


cEMBER, -1918.] 


- Pneumonie Influenza. 


10. The pusehe directors of the craps are: 
—Mr. William Jamieson (Chairman), 32 
Queen- street, Melbourne; Mr. H. Leslie Oum- 
ming, Mount Violet, Camperdown; Mr, R. M. 
Turner, 99 Queen-street, Melbourne. 
With regard to Nos. 8 and 11, the directors 
of the company feel that, in the best interests | 
of the shareholders, they must decline to dis- 
close the inside business of the company. Be: 
‘PNEUMONIC INFLUENZA. __ 
QUARANTINE: . WESTERN Averukeemae is 
Conpitions on Transport ‘‘ Mepic.’” eS ‘ 


Senator NEEDHAM.—1I ask the Mn 
ister representing the Minister for Teadey: | 
and Customs whether he is in a position ic 
to reply to the question which I put to — 
him yesterday, In regard to the quaran- — 
tine arrangements In connexion with the — 
outbreak of pneumonic influenza on vessels — 
arriving in Western Australia ? f 


Senator RUSSELL--E five been wee 
plied with the following answer to the a 
honorable senator’s question :— 


» Our experience with several vessels thee: : 
have arrived with a large number of cases of — 
pneumonic influenza on board goés to show — 
that. the: methods adopted: have: proved effective 
in clearing up: the disease in the shortest pos- 2 
sible time, and with a minimum number of 
cases. Fhe method of keeping the troops on 
board insures efficient control’ and regular 
medical inspections twice daily, and the rapid 
segregation of infected cases, which would mot — 
be: possible: if the troops weré landed om an un-— 
equipped, station om one'of the islands close to 
the mainland. The Boonah arrived with nearly 
400 cases on board. They were removed, and 
enly eight cases appeared next day, six the 
following day, and two to-day. The probar = 
bilities are that there: will not be any moré, — i 
and that the ship. will be able. to leave in a day — 
or two, and the remainder of the quarantine | 
period spent on the run east, enabling the troops 
to reach their homes in the shortest possible: 
time. If the troops were landed there would not — 
be the same chance of inspection, and getting — 


the. eases under treatment in the very carly 
‘stages which is most essential. 


In any case, — 
long before it would he possible to clear Rott- — 
nest Island, and make the necessary prepara-— 

tion for the troops, the ship should be cleaned 

up, and: the: soldiers. on the way to their homes. 
It. has to be borne in mind thatthe ship. itself 
is not infected. The doctors are agreed that 
this disease is not transmitted by inanimate 
objects, and must be transmitted from indivi- 
dual to individual, and therefore, provided that 
those. contracting the disease are removed as — 
rapidly as they are’ discovered, the risk of 
others catching the complaint is ‘reduced to an 
absolute minimum. This is borne out entirely — 
by our experience, and I feel sure that the test 3 


~ FA 


9640, : 


Censors’ Staff. o 


has eck done for the troops and the public i in 
the steps that have been taken. Finally, 
Albany station will be used as much as practic- 


able in dealing with other boats coming for- 
_ ward. 


Pr ae eee < ae fad 


Senator McDOUGALL asked. the Min- 
ister representing the Minister for Trade 
and Customs, wpon notice— 


‘1. Is an inquiry to be held into the quaran- 


_ tine arrangements in connexion with the troop- 
ship Medic? 


2. If so, will the inquiry be held in Sydney, 


go that the men concerned may give evidence 
without inconvenience? 


RUSSELL. —During the 


ligen 


- period of quarantine of the Medic in Syd- 
ney, there were minor complaints about 
food and other matters, which were at 
once rectified; but the Government are 
not aware of any complaints which would 
justify holding a formal inquiry. The 


Government will give consideration to 


amy reasonable evidence of a definite 
nature which is brought forward. The 


successful control of the influenza epidemic 


on the Medic within a few days after her 


arrival is sufficient answer to any sugges- 


tion of negligence on the part of the 
- quarantine service. 


"7 CENSORS’ STAFF. - 
Senator GUY.—I ask the Minister for 


Defence whether any reduction has been 


- made in the censors’ 
and, if so, to what extent? ; 


staff in Australia, 


‘Senator PEARCE.—I have already 
announced that reductions have been made 


in that staff. I suggest that the honor- 
able senator should give notice of the - 
second portion of his question. 


AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE. 


Next or Kin Banpczs. 
Senator NEWLAND.—I ask the Min- 


ister for Defence whether he can supply 
the Senate with any further information 
as to when the badges, to be issued to the 


next of kin of deceased soldiers, will be 
- distributed? 


Senator PEARCE.—I made inquiries 


f this morning as to how this matter 
stands, 


contractors working on the badges, 


and I find that there are two 
of 


-isters to dispose of that business, the road 


which 36 ,000 hate ah <5 delivers 
to the Department. The Department ha 
been holding these until a sufficient num- — 
ber were in hand to warrant their dis-— 
tribution. This morning I gave instruc- — ack 
tions that the Department should imme- _ 
diately commence to distribute the badges - 
which are in hand, and other badges as 
supplies are delivered. We are ona 
ing to get the contractors to increase 
their supplies, but so far we have not 
met ae much success in that direction. ; i 


“ 
© 
—- 


PRIVATE BUSINESS. 


Senate GARDINER. Pon view of the 
fact that the Government are getting a 
large number of measures through Par- 


liament during the closing days of the 


session, because they are urgent and neces- 
sary, will they permit honorable senators 
to participate in the advantages of that 
rush by enabling them to get their mea- ae 
sures, which are also Mecess any and — 
urgent, passed? = 
Senator MILLEN.—The oppor 
for honorable senators to reach their owl og 
business is one which they themselves can — 
create by expeditiously dealing with Go- 
vernment business. They will then be. 
free to turn their attention to the matters =~ 
standing in their own names. te 
Senator GARDINER.—Is the Miniecam oe 
aware that honorable senators have been _ 
deprived of the opportunity to get their — 
business through this Chamber by reason 
of the action of the Government in sus- = 
pending a portion of our Standing was 
Orders ? bia 
Senator MILLEN,—The honorable — - 
senator is under a misapprehension as to. 
the effect of the motion adopted by the 


Senate. That motion merely gives pre- — < 
cedence to Government business. Jf hon- — = 
orable senators will co-operate with Min-— ec 55 


will then be open to them to deal with 
their own private business. i 
Senator GARDINER.—If honorable: 
senators do co-operate with the Govern 
ment to get its business through, wil 
Ministers allow them a day in which ¢ 
dispose of their own private business 
Senator MILLEN.—It is of un 
putting hypothetical questions: to 
assume, eee he 


AA 
. bao ge 


te Business. 


“senator's inquiry iat he is. Sr 
anxious to dispose of Government busi- 


ness. 


SORRAMURRA CONSUMPTIVE 
“SANATORIUM, 


Me aritor PRATTEN.—I ask the Min- 
fe ister for Defence whether he will postpone 
: the proposed erection of a consumptive 
me sanatorium at Turramurra on the North 
__. Shore line, Sydney, in order td give the 
- jocal authorities an opportunity to place 
their objections - to that proposal before 
him. 
Senator PEARCE a, cannot promise 
‘to do that, because the local authorities 
have already put their objections before 
= me, and those objections have been fully 
inquired into, both by the medical autho- 
__ rities and the Business Board, who do not . 
think they disclose sufficient reasons for 
__ pdstponing this work. 
ae Senator GARDINER. SAgs there any 
oD reports from medical authorities as to 
which is absolutely ‘the most sttitable site 

for a sanatorium of that character? I- 

imagine that the best site for the purpose 

- would be one in the dry western area of 
> New. South Wales:. 9 7°. 
Senator PEARCE:!—The tieties to 
which the honorable senator has referred 
has already been made the subject of re- 
__ ports by the medical officers of the Depart- 
ment. As he is aware, the principal Com- 
-_ monwealth Medical Officer in New South 
Wales is also the principal State Medical 
_ Officer. These reports do not recommend 
any other site than that which has been 
selected. 

Senator PRATTEN. ZY ask the Min- 
ister whether he has received any further 
representations from Turramurra, other 
than those which I have placed before 
him, and whether he is aware that several 
of the local authorities are interested in 
this matter? If so, will he afford them a 
further opportunity of placing their ob- 
Jections. to the chosen site before him? 

Senator PEARCE.—In addition to the 
representations made by the honorable 
senator, I have received representations 
from various local governing sete Tf 
further representations are made, I shall 

most nae see that ey. are given full 


te [ee 1918.) 


Internees. 9641 


IN TERN EES. 


Senator GARDINER. —The Mintek 
for Defence informed me yesterday that 
there were thirty-eight Australian-born 
persons in internment camps in Australia, 
and. eight individuals who were British 
born. Now that the war is practically 
over, will the Government release those 
mén ? Or,’if there are offences against 
them «which are not sufficiently serious to 
warrant the continuance of their intern- 
ment, will the Government have them in- 

dicted and tried. immediately? Also, is’ 
the Minister for Defence aware that there 
is a possibility of a fine crop of law cases 
arising over the illegal detention of Aus- | 
trahan subjects? : 

Senator PEARCE.—The . question | of 
the policy of the Government with re- 
spect to internees, both as to those born 
in British communities and persons not 
born within the Empire, is under the con- 
sideration of the Government. I am not 
uware of any contemplated legal action, 
and. have no information on that oe : 


EXPORT OF METAL SCRAP. ‘ 
Senator PRATTEN.—Have the ‘Gn 


verment any further information to give 
the Senate in answer to the question [ 
asked regarding metal scrap? | 


Senator MILLEN. -<T have not yet te 
ceived any further reply, but will endea- 


vour to expedite the receipt of informa- 
ion. 


“CARNES” ARTIFICIAL LIMBS. 2 
Senator NEEDHAM asked the Min- 


ister for Repatriation, upon motice— 


1. Is the Minister aware whether the reou- 
lations provide for only one issue of No. 2527 
“ Carnes” artificial limbs? 

2. Is the Minister aware whether the De- 
fence authorities have ruled that a second issue 
of “Carnes” arm could not be granted, but 
a temporary arm would be considered? 

3. Is the Minister aware whether those con: 
cerned have stated that these tempore arms 
are useless? % 

4. Will the Minister, if the dione 
are as stated, issue instructions that another 
“Carnes ” arm will be issued to those who re-- 
quire it, especially to those who are not re- 
ceiving any assistance from the Repabole ions 
Department? . 


> 


orable senator is under some misappre-— 
_hension. No such regulations have been 
issued by the Department of Repatria- 


tion, I assume that the honorable senator 
is dealing with the case of a man who is* 
~not a member of the Australian Imperial _ 
Force. In the circumstances, his case 
would ‘not come within the ken of the Re- 
patriation Department. If Senator Need- 
ham will provide me with the name of 
the individual concernedy I will endea- 


our to trace the particulars. 


“DEPORTATION OF 4ESSRS. 
BILBAO AND BURTOVITCH. 


“Senator NEEDHAM asked the Min- 
ster for Defence, upon notice— 


who have been detained in custody seven 
- months after the expiration of their sentence, 
‘an opportunity of a public trial prior to the 
Government carrying out-its expressed inten- 
tion to deport them? 

- Senator PEARCE.—The persons 
named were prosecuted under the Unlaw- 
‘fnl Associations Act. The question; there- 
fore, should be addressed to oe poms 
: Genoral’s one ment. 


1ator GRANT asked the Mieler 
senting the Acting Prime. Minister, 


Is the Government aware whether, at a 
ence of frozen and canned meat exporters 
Siege ‘Sydney last week, a resolution was 
rried urging that the prohibition against the 
olouring of margarine be withdrawn? 

ee tes ee the Government aware whether, if this 
s done, margarine may in some cases be 
palmed. ‘oft on consumers as genuine butter, 
hereby defrauding the consuming public? 
eo, Wall the Government give a ” definite pro- 


ither for export or Australian consumption? . 


Senator MILLEN—The answers 
re— . 
a No. 


_ 2.1 am aware that it has been stated that 

uses have occurred in which consumers in 
‘eat Britain have been defrauded ‘through 
rgarine being sold to them as butter. The 
sent proclamation prohibits the use of any 
louring matter in the manufacture of mar- 
arine in Australia for export. | 


ae MILLEN, ey Haak the hen 


ion; but, from the nature of the ques- 


Senator MILLEN—The answers - 
aT 7 & ~ a ee 
1. Yes. 


3 i 
_ Will he give the men Bilbao:.and Burtovitch, 


; mise that the prohibition will not be removed, - 


3. There is no present intention of 
the proclamation governing export. 
local consumption, this is a matter solely 
within the jurisdiction of the State aut )- 
‘rities. — . i We 


MANUFACTURE OF SHEEP ‘DIP. 


Senator PRATTEN asked the Min- : 


ister representing the Acting Prime Min- es 
ister, upon notice—. ; 


1. Did Sir John Higgins, acting ‘tor the Go-— 
vernment, enter into negotiations with sf 
firm in Australia to manufacture sheep dip? — 

2. If so, what was the nature of the jeg 
tiations, and. what arrangements | were come rhea 
tot 


2. Time does not permit of giving full sean , 
tails this morning, but I shall be pleased to 
allow the honorable senator to pba the 
papers on the subject. 


eo, 
USE OF WORD cai ANZAC? a 


‘Senator SAREE ecleod ana, Minister ahi 
for Defence, wpon notice— ah 


7 


Is there any objection to the ward “ Anzac” 
being applied to a hostel at Launceston, Tas- 
mania, acquired and furnished for the benefi 
of returned soldiers by public ee a 
Lead financial effort? : caawe 


~ Senator PEHARCE.—As this is not a 
matter coming within the determination 
of the Defence Department, although the 
regulations - are under the War Precau- | 
tions Act, I have been endeavouring to 
get a decision from the Attorney-Gene- 
ral’s Department. Owing to the pressure _ 
on that Department, however, due to the 
closing hours of the session, ‘it has been 
impossible to give consideration to the 
matter. At the earliest possible moment 
the request will be dealt with, and the 
honorable senator will be communica 
with Seon 


PAPER. 


The ‘following paper was 13 present 


“Papua—Ordinance No.’ 16 of ois. — 
1918-1919 ate. ks bali 


"WAR SERVICE HOMES pg 
In Committee (Consideration resumed 
from 13th or vide page 9258) : 
Clause (Incorporation of Com- 
4 : missioner). 


Senater NEWLAND (South Aosinalia) 


--{11.22].—During the  second-reading 
. stage of the Bill I was not able to avail 


myself of ‘the opportunity to address the — 


Senate: However, under this clause, 


- _ which deals with the incorporation of the 


3 Commissioner, I hope I shall be in order 


in making the few remarks which I had | 


intended. J am glad to have noted that 


every section in the Senate has welcomed 
Certain 


the imtroduction of the Bill. 
shortcomings have been pointed out, and 


some of the operations proposed! have not 


met with the complete approval of all 

honorable senators. A good deal, of 
- course, will depend upon-the appointment 
of the Commissioner and his staff, and 


wpon the amount of liberty which will be 


s granted to the Commissioner. The opera- 
tions under the Bill will be of such a 
-. nature that it will be wise for the Com- 


_ that is, if the measure is to be as success- 


do not find fault with the Bill, but I trust 
the Minister will welcome any sugges- 
tions Intended: to improve it. 

dn a discussion on a previous clause 
- I pointed’ out that the Bill did not. pro- 
vide for all the ramifications with® regard 
to soldiers and their dependants. There 
is no provision whereby the Commis 
sioner may restrict, within certain limits, 
the nature of the ‘applicants for homes. 
For instance, a returned soldier who is 
a wealthy man may make application. 
“He may have thousands of pounds in- 
vested in Government bonds or other such 
securities, but he may not.own a house or 


vided with a home. In such _ cireum- 
_ stances, the Commissioner should have the 
~~ power to say whether or not that person 
would be eligible to receive the benefits 
of this measure. 


ih Senator Fott.—Would a man: with 


9 for a £700 house? 


ne. Decemsn, 1918.] 


missioner to: be given very wide powers; 


ful’ as all honorable senators desire. I 


hundreds of thousands of pounds be look- 


Homes Bill. 


Senator NEWLAND, —A man swith - 
thousands of pounds may do so. I know. 


that returned soldiers worth thousands of — 
pounds have already applied for homes — 
under one of the State provisions. There — 
ig no crime or offence in that, of course; — 
but the trouble is that such applications e 
may hinder or prevent more needy cases E 
from receiving attention. ue 


Ye 
T hope. the Commissioner and hee Sean 
will be as free as possible from political — 
influence. The position of Commissioner — 
is one wherein the occupant should not be — 


‘hampered by interference on the part of — 


Parliament. Of course, this official — 
should be responsible to the Minister con- — 
trolling the Department, and a tight rei ~ 
should. be kept. upon his administration, — 


‘particularly with regard to the ise Lo 


his. disposal. 


The administration of this Bill will re a 
quire the establishment of a very large — 
Department. We must not be frightened é 
at: the expense that will be involved, and — 
it must not be unduly curtailed by ‘Par- e 
lament if we are to carry out properly — 
the important duty which we owe to: a. 
very deserving section of the community. 
There can be no doubt whatever that — 
branches of this Department will have to — 
be established im every State, so that its — 
work may be expedited, and no. excuse _ 
may be given for complaints arising from — 
delays in its,administration.. - Ne arae 


I am satisfied that the Commisetinee 2 
will find it necessary to*purchase large, as _ 


- well as small, blocks of land to give effect 


to this measure, and it may be necessary 
in certain. cases for him to acquire land — 
outside present municipal boundaries Phe 
all the States, and beyond the reach of — 
existing tram services and other facilities — 
for transit. Ido not think that there is — 


any clause of the Bill under which the — 
any property. He may .ask to be pro- 


Commissioner can make arrangements for 
extending transit facilities to any area — 
which he might find it desirable to pur- : 
chase for the settlement of saree He o 


tions with shose lial existing. tram. 
ways, for the pao: 


War Service 


In the event of a model city being estab- 


“lished by the Commissioner, he should be - 


‘in a position to appoint a Board of Con- 
; San or some authority to supervise the 
settlement. Recently the Public Works 
Committee was inquiring into the estab- 
lishment of homes for workmen employed 
at the Small Arms Factory at Lithgow, 
and some little difficulty was found in 
- dovetailing the responsibility of the Go- 
~ yernment and the local authority in con- 
-nexion with the settlement proposed to be 
- formed for the purpose. 
that the Commissioner may find it ne-- 
 cessary to be in a position to settle such 
_ difficulties arising between his Department 
and local authorities. I do not know 
- whether he will have the power to do so 
under this Bill, but if not, he cori 
- should be vested with it. 

_. Senator Colonel Rowsrt.—How did 
the difficulties referred to~ arise at 
Lithgow? 

Senator NEWLAND —They arose in 
connexion with the delimitation of boun- 
- daries, and the extension of sewerage, and 
- water and gas supplies, from the munici- 
- pality to the workers’ settlement. 
Senator Mitten.—I suppose that the 
- municipal authorities wanted the Com- 
~ monwealth Government to bear expense 
which was properly theirs. 

Senator NEWLAND.—I need not go 
into the details of the matter, but difficul- 
les arose on those lines. Another matter 
which must not be overlooked is that in 
‘some of the States fairly liberal provi- 
sion for homes for workmen and soldiers 
_ has already been enacted. I am better 
_ acquainted with the legislation which has 
been adopted in South Australia than 
_ with that of the other Sates. I may 
_ tell the Committee that in South 
Australia the returned soldier will not 
_ look at this scheme so long as the Govern- 
ment of that State continue to provide 
homes for workmen and soldiers on the 
_ liberal scale now operating. . 

- Senator Mirten.—How sank longer 
- does the honorable senator think that the 
South Australian Government will be 
_ able to continue operations under their 
scheme ? 

Senator N EWLAND. —T think that 
a ae can go on with it ee 


-in South Australia will not avail himself 


It is possible - 


‘provided for under this Bill. 


Genetics hae 285, much’ ‘the be 
for the soldiers. : 

Senator NEWLAND. de this. Bill 
a person is given thirty-seven years in 
which to purchase a home, but a soldier 


of its provision when under the South 


Australian Act he is given fifty YORTR d 
within which to pay for a home. a cha 


Senator Mitren.—Does the honorable 
senator regard that as more attractive ea 
than the provision in this Bill? we = ae 

Senator NEWLAND.—I do. It is Lee w 


question of the ability of the man to pay. 


The CHAIRMAN (Senator Shannon). 
—Order! The honorable senator is out of — 
order in traversing the whole Bill on this 
clause. I have no wish to hamper him 
unduly, but he cannot make a second- ae 
reading speech on this clause. - ae 

Senator NEWLAND.—I am ia! 
with the appointment of the Commis- — 
sioner, and with his powers and oe ee 
and I hope that you, sir, will allow me 
to use arguments to show why it is neces- za 
sary to increase the powers of the Cones | 
missioner under this Bill in order that vs 
its provisions may be generally availed 
of. For that reason I think it well to 
draw comparisons between those Ber ie? aS 
visions and legislation of a similar ee ie 
character which has been passed by some  _ 
of the State Parliaments. Unless the 
provisions of this measure are liberalized, — 
its operation will be found to be a com- 
parative failure in South Australia, be- 
cause the Government of that State are 
providing more generous terms for Te- 
turned soldiers than are provided for in 
this Bill. Soldiers’ widows are provided — 
with homes under the South Australian — 
Act. They may, at a charge of 6s. per 
week, have homes provided for them 
which they may occupy for life. On 
their decease the homes may be sold, and 
the Government may recoup their eX- 
penditure in that way. Under the State 
legislation also, in such cases, rates and — 
taxes are paid by the State for five years 

Senator Forr.—Soldiers’ widows ar 


Senator NEWLAND —I am 
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‘South Australian Act. I may tell the 
- Committee that since the South Aus- 
tralian Government commenced building 
~ homes for soldiers in that State— — 

The CHAIRMAN.—I ask the honor- 


on the clause before the Committee. 
Senator NEWLAND.—I was' about to 
say that the number of homes built for 
soldiers in South Australia under the con- 
ditions to which I have referred were 611 
in the city, and in other parts 189, or a 
total of 790. 

Senator Mitren.—A number of those 
were built on the margin advanced by the 
Repatriation Trustees. 

Senator NEWLAND.—The Repatria- 
tion Trustees did advance certain sums 
for the purpose. I have referred so ex- 

- tensively to what has been done by the 
South Australian Government, because I 
am anxious. that this B:] should be made 

a success. If that is to be brought about, 
it will be necessary that full advantage 

shall be taken of the scheme in every 

State. The greater the number of people 
who do take advantage of it, the lower 


f 


the cost will be comparatively. The 
_ Minister for Repatriation (Senator 
Millen), I think, fixed 1 per cent. 


as sufficient to cover anticipated . losses. 


I am anxious that his estimate ‘may 


be realized, but if it is, the fullest 
possible advantage must be taken of the 
provisions of this measure. This should 


be the most generous proposal for deal-— 


ing with the subject in the whole of Aus- 
tralia, but that cannot be said of it now. 
It is true that no deposit is asked for 
from the people who may elect to take 
advantage of its provisions, but some of 
these men will have a considerable sum of 
money to draw in the way of deferred 
pay, and will be able to put down a de- 
posit so as to secure more generous terms. 
_I have ‘already informed the Minister 
that I do not desire to adversely criticise 
- the Bill. _ No man has more sympathy 
with a measure of this kind than I, but I 
am anxious to assist the Minister in 
liberalizing the measure so that it may in 
__ every sense of the word be of substantial 
. __ assistance to those persons who are likely 
~ to take advantage of it. I think the Com- 
issioner should have the widest possible 


[18 Decempnr, 1918.] 


able senator not to discuss that matter. 
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scope, and that Parliament should not be — 
permitted to unduly interfere with his. : 


work, 
Senator 


Lf. Colonel BOLTON (Vie- 


toria) [11.47]—I have not previously 


spoken on this measure, which is really 
one phase of repatriation, and I would 


like now to take this opportunity of con- 


eratulating the Government upon the pro- — 
posal to appoint a Commissioner, which — 
is an acceptance of the principle which Cae 
minority of honorable senators have con- 
-sistently advocated since the introduction — 
There are 


of the Repatriation scheme. 


one or two matters which, in my judg-— 
ment, appear to deserve consideration. I[ 


refer to the powers that may be invested 
in the Commissoner. 


I notice that it is 


proposed to pay him a salary of £1 a0, 


a year. 


The CHAIRMAN (Senator Shannon). 
The honorable senator will not 
_ be in order, under this clause, in discuss- 
“ing the salary to be paid to the Commis- ‘] 


—Order ! 


sioner. 


Senator —Lt.-Colonel 


BOLTON.—It 


seems to me that as the clause relates to 
the appointment of a Commissioner, it 
also embraces the question of salary to be. 


paid:‘to him. As it is estimated, the Com- 


missioner will control an expenditure of : 


somethitg@ like £50,000,000, and, there-— 
fore, we might quite properly be per-— 
mitted to discuss the question of his 


salary. 


The CHAIRMAN.—The 


hanes : 


senator will have ample opportunity of 
discussing the salary in a sub oneee 


clause. 


Senator Lt.-Colonel BOLTON.—I pre- ; 
sume then, that I shall be in order in say- 
ing that a Commissioner who will, per- 


haps, be charged with the expenditure of 
£50,000,000 sheuld receive a salary in 
proportion to the amount of his respon- — 


sibility. It appears to me also, to be rea- 


sonable to assume that a- Commissioner 


invested with such a large amount of re 
sponsibility, should also have the power y 


to appoint and dismiss employees, 


Senator Mirren.—The staff is to be 


placed under the Public Service Act. 
Senator Lt.-Colonel 


ve 
1, 
ry aN 
ee th 


BOLTON. i 


notice that is provided for in a later 


ae 
Maa 
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ee, the adoption of that principle. 
me The CHAIRMAN.— Order! The 
e H honorable senator will have ample oppor- 
tunity to discuss that matter when the 
: - clause relating to it is before the Com- 
mittee. 
, _ Senator Ia.-Colonel BOLTON.—Am I 
~ not in order, Mr. Chairman, in discussing; 
under this clause, the powers of the Com- 
_ missioner? } 

The CHAIRMAN.—\Yes; but not his 
: salary. 
Senator Lt.-Colonel BOLTON.—-But if 
the question of the appointment of a 
Commissioner is decided, it cannot be re- 
3 opened. 
The CHAIRMAN. ~The Committee 
has full power to recommit or reconsider 
Lone clause it considers necessary. | 

Senator Lt.-Colonel BOLTON,—I am 
quite in aceord with the proposal to ap- 
point. a Commissioner, subject to certain 
provisions with regard to his power in 
administration. - 
Senator SENIOR (South Australia) 
- [11.52].—I call attention to the fact that 
the clause deals with the appointment of 
a Commissioner, and, that being so, 
contend, with all deference to you, Mr, — 
Chairman, that. under it the Committee 
vag perfectly justified in discussing his 
ers, and even his salary. 
pene CHAIRMAN. —Not his salary. 

Senator SENIOR.—I think the Com- 
mittee is entitled to consider, under this 
el use, whether .the Car iiesieber shall 
receive a salary or not. Some honorable 
senators might hold. the view that a 
“Board would be more efficient than a 
Commissioner. 


RE Eee MOR RE oT ee ee 


legitimately be offered as an alternative 


Senator SENTOR.—Yes; and in the 
‘discussion of that alternative proposal 
Mohoe bie: senators would be entitled to 
consider the question of whether the 
salaries would be greater or less than 
under the present proposal. 


senator has that proposal in mind, it is 
quite within the scope-of the ‘Committee 
to postpone the clause until ‘the other 
. aaeeses have been dealt with, 


= "dau, Nee there may be some sh isenaai 


Senator Murnien.—That could quite 


tothe peppesa to appoint a Commissioner. - 


‘The CHAIRMAN.—If any honorable - 


"S 


Bs 


this inal the Committee ‘he full prec 
to discuss all questions Telating” a i 
Commissioner. 

The CHAIRMAN.—My only denen 
is to allow the widest scope possible within — 4 
the Standing Orders for the discussion of — 
this matter, but I rule that the honorable _ 
senator will not be in order in discussimey | ae St 
at this stage, the salary to be paid bak 
the Commissioner. 

Senator SENIOR.—The question pee 
his salary is bound up in the question ae 2 
his appointment and his functions. Thee Oe 
clause states— 

1. There shall be a a oheatacioner Satie. bate 
subject. to the directions of the Minister, be re- 
sponsible for the execution of this Act. 

2, The Commissioner ‘shall be a body corporate — 
by the name of the War Service Homes Com- 
missioner, and shall have perpetual succession — fe 
and a common seal— = 
In this is bound up the question of con-— a : 
tinuity. The Commissioner may be re- — 
moved from office, and another man may , 
take his place, but his functions will con- — 
tinue, so the Committee should hava 
power to discuss the whole of his powers, mies 
and his salary. Indeed, I think that 
under this clause practically the whole Bill — 
could be discussed. The clause goes 01 
to say— | 
and be capable of suing and Heine sued, and 
shall, subject to this Act, have power to Bee 
quire, purchase, sell, lease and hold lands, tene- 
ments, hereditaments, goods, chattels, and an, 
other property for the purposes of this Act. 

I submit we can here discuss the vie 
of the Commissioner’s powers, his salary, 
and even the color or length of his shoe- 
laces. The clause goes on further to 
state— . : > ae 

3..All courts, judges wast ‘persons acting ju-” 
dicially shall take judicial notice of the seal” 
of the Commissioner affixed to any docu- 
ment or notice, and capa: presume that . was” 
duly affixed. ae Nee 
My contention is that the whole aja 
of the Commissioner’s duties can proper! 
‘be dealt -with under this clause. 

The CHAIRMAN.—But not ote 
ary 


ye SENIOR. os claim that we 
discuss whether, he shall receive a 
or not. ° 
The CHAIRMAN. —Not 
mine pe, | 


= War Service 


canoe SENIOR. _With un doftence 


The CHAIRMAN.—I -ask the honor- 

s able senator to proceed with his argu- 
~ ment. 

Senator SENIOR.—My argument. 
then; based on these premises, is that the 

oy clause covers the whole ambit of the Cor- 

missioner’s appointment, and I suggest to 

the Minister (Senator Millen) that better 


results will be achieved by. the appoint- — 


ment of a Board imstead of allowing all 


these important matters to rest wpon one 
man’s judgment, one man’s view of the 
position, one man’s sympathy, or one 
man’s antipathies. It may be that the 


Commissioner will have a predilection for. 


one place more than another, and that his 


judgment will, in a measure, be circum- 
_ seribed by prejudices, whereas a Board 


would take a wider viewpoint. This sub- 
ject came up for discussion in the South 
Australian Parliament some years ago, 
when legislation for the ‘erection of 
_workmen’s homes was under consideration, 
and Parliament took what*I regarded as 
_-a® wise course in deciding on the appoint-, 
- ment of a Board, similar to the board , 
_ of directors of a Savings Bank. Under 
the State Act, these men exercise all 


: __ the powers which; under this clause, it is 


- proposed to invest in the Commissioner, 
so I think it would be wise for the Com- 
mittee to consider the alternative. In 
—wiew of the variety of circumstances 
which must be considered in dealing with 

applications by returned soldiers, there 
will be a ‘tendency to make the arrange- 
ment too autocratic if all the power is 
centred in the hands of one man. I have 
no sympathy with- the creation of 
bureaux, pure and simple, but there is 
good in all things, and we ought to take 
the best from both systems. I should 
prefer ‘a Board of three in this case. 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales—. 


Minister of Repatriation) [12.2]—My 
only desire is to get the most effective 
Reel There ‘might be a good deal 
oin favour of securing a Commission of 
three instead of one, if it were contem- 
ieteicd that a single Commissioner should 
«carry on the whole organization himself ; 

ut the Bill provides that he shall, 1f pos- 
ile, utilize the fepateans machinery of the 


us ‘Decmecen, ‘1918, : 


a to. you, Mr. Chairman, I submit that the 
a ip" ee aeestion of salary may be included. 


constitution of the Commission. 


‘tangements with the Stat 


unnecessary, 
-would not appoint any other kind of per- _ 
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State Rpvoien Banks. My conversations — 
with the responsible representatives of 
banks justify the statement that such an 
arrangement is feasible, and, if it is — 
made, while the Commissioner wall be the © 
controlling head, applications will be — 
dealt with under his direction by the Sav- ‘ 
ings Banks Commissioners in the various 
States. In the circumstances it did not — 
seem to me that I was justified in-asking _ 
Parliament to appoint and. pay three — 
men, when, if that scheme materialized, 
one should be sufficient. In all those 


‘matters I decline to dogmatize, because 


we are dealing too much with the realm 
of the unknown. On the supposition that 
working arrangements can be arrived at — 
with the State Savings Banks, I ask the — 
Committee to accept the Bill as it stands, 
with the knowledge that if it is not found — 
workable it will be possible to alter the 


Senator Frrricxs.—Is it possible for 
the Commissioner to utilize the services — 
of other bodies besides State Savings’ ; 
Banks Commissioners ? . : a 

Senator MILLEN. —Yes: the ae 
empowers the Commissio er to make ar- 
Savings Banks 

‘or other approved institutions.” That 
would include State Housing Boards, ee 
such as exist in some parts of Australia. 

Senator Lt.-Colonel Borron.—Will the _ 


State Savings Bank machinery operate in 


relation to soldiers’ homes in the same 
relation as the State Lands Department? — 

Senator MILLEN—WNo; the State 
Tands Department deals with matters. ae 


-it8 own way, but in this case, if an agree- 


ment is made, the State Savings Banks 
will be required to do the things.which 
the Commissioner himself would other- oo 
wise do. sm ae 

Clause agreed to. i 

Clause 6 (Appointment of fit and pro- \ 
per person to be Commissioner). me 

Senator SENIOR (South Australia) oo 
[12.5].—The words “fit and proper” are _ 
because the Government — 


son. Jf they did, I would do my best to 
annul both the ‘apnointment and the ee 


vernment. I do mot think the words. occur 


in any other Act, and as they eer 


ee 
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_vernment might select an ‘‘ unfit and im- 
_ proper’ ’ person. J move— 


That the words “fit and proper” be left out. 


oS “Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
_ Minister of Repatriation) [12.7].—I do — 
~ not pretend that the retention or deletion 
of the words will make any practical dif- 
ference, but it is a common practice to 
~ include them in our Acts of Parliament. 
_ For instance, they are in the Public Ser- 
vice Act. They do no harm, and should 
not be removed without some substantial 
reason, ‘which Senator Senior has not 
_ offered. 
Amendment negatived, 
Clause agreed to. 
- Clause 7 agreed to. 
Clause 8 (Tenure of Commissioner for 
ren Vears) eh i 7S 


Senator SENIOR (South Australia) 
ro. 9].—This term is two years longer 
than that of appointments made under 

_ similar Acts, and I would like to bring 

_ it into harmony with the usual practice. 

Seven years is more than double the or- 

- dinary tenure of office of a member of 
- Parliament. ’ 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales 


Minister for Repatriation) [12.10].—The 
Se aimiculs of the Public Service Com- 
“missioner andthe Inter-State Commission- 
ers are for seven years, 
a thoroughly good man for this job, and 
wo things which will appeal to him are 
the remuneration and the tenure. The re- 
-wmuneration we are offering is distinctly 
below that paid by the State Savings 
Banks, and if we reduce the tenure we de- 
_ erease one of the attractions which this 
appointment might have to an excellent 
man. 3 | Sie 
~ Clause agreed to. 
Clause 9 agreed to. 
Clause 10O— silica 


‘ 2) se Acting Ccntniones shall be liable 

Om be suspended from office by the Minister 
upon such grounds as the Commissioner is 

liable to. be “suspended from office. 
(3) Where an Acting Commissioner has bach 
tor “suspended from office by the Minister a full 
Se ‘opaearent of the cause of the suspension shall 
me abe laid before both Houses yeaa seven Mad ere: 
2 : 


“the Seaiicn fat without them ae ab S 


It is essential to get. 


£1, 500 per ‘annum’ is not tented to 


Atenas oy ‘Senator I 
agreed to— — pie te 
That the word “ oe Bak ih ais aust "2; 


lett out, and the words: “the same” inser 
in lieu ‘thereof. 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales ; 
“Minister for Repatriation) sBee 13] —t 4 
move— iam 

That the following words be added i ‘Bae * 
clause 3:—‘and if within thirty days there- _ = 
after an address is presented to the Governor- 
General by the Senate and the House of Re- 
presentatives praying for the restoration of 
the Acting Commissioner to office, the Acting 
Commissioner shall be restored accordingly. 
But if no such address is so presented the 
Governor-General may confirm the suspension — 
and thereupon the Acting POH aS OO ie shall ie 
ceuse to hold office.” + es ; 


The purpose -of these “amendments 4 is to. 

place the Acting Commissioner in ee 

the same position as the Commissioner, _ 

should suspension be necessary. 
Amendment agreed to. | 
Clause, as amended, creed to. 
Clauses 11-and 12 abe to. 
Clause hipaa : 


of One thousand five hundred eee ee ris 
_ (2) The-salary of the Dotainisteaee shall 
be a charge upon and payable out of the © 
Service Homes Trust Account. = 


Senator Lt. -Colonel BOLTON ( Victori 
[12.15].—The~ Commissioner appol 


under this Bill should be tee oe 
er= 


oT 


abbract the class of man that we desir 
for the office. At the very lowest, oe 
salary should be £2 ,000 per annum. i 
therefore move— S 


That the word “One”, line 2, be left. 
with a view to inserting the word, re Two” ie 
‘lieu thereof. 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
Minister for Repatriation) [32 Life 


view which has been expressed by 
tor Bolton. — In_ regard to, the 


— War Rorviges net 


_us Decora, 1918. ie 
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as re, hoe a 
ae extent, Paiccieaté for ce ee rite 
smallness of the salaries paid. 


Senator Lt.-Colonel - 
Commissioner may not’ be a_ public 
= servant. 

Senator MILLEN.—He will be a pub- 
lie servant in the same sense as is the 
_ Public Service Commissioner, though: he 
will not be subject to any other public 
— servant. Speaking for myself, I can as- 
: . sure the honorable senator that if I found 
that a suitable man for the position could 
not be obtained at the salary stated in the 
clause—a man in whom the Government 
could repose the most implicit confidence 
_ —TI should, without hesitation, sagree to 
pay a higher salary, and would look to 
Parliament to subsequently indemnify 
my action. That, perhaps, would be a 
~ little irregular, but I think that Parlia- 
_ ment would say I was justified in obtain- 
ing the services of the best man, even if I 
had to pay a little more for them. But no 
appointment will be made under this 


‘4 
oe 


tie ae... 


- 


clause unless the Government are fully ~ 


_ satisfied as to the competency of the per- 
_ son to be appointed. 
_ Senator Lt.-Colonel BOLTON (Victoria) 
[12.18].—If it became a matter of public 
knowledge that the salary of the Commis- 
sioner was to be £2,000 per annum, it 
might have a very betieficial effect on ‘the 
class of persons who will apply for the 
od ion: But if it is to be left to the 
_ Government to determine whether one 
Man is worth only £1,500 a year, whilst 
another is worth £2 ,000, I see no reason 
why we should not ~specify in the Bill 
the remuneration that we are prepared to 
pay to a good man. 
Senator FERRICKS (Queensland) 
[12. 19 |.—I scarcely think that the Min- 


ister was wise in practically throwing out _ 


a veiled invitation to applicants to ask 
for a higher salary. 

‘Senator Mrtrew. .—Applying 
higher salary does not mean 
pli ‘cant will get it, 

Senator FERRICKS. -—But applicants 
may refuse to accept the position unless 

 theyedo get it. In Queensland, we have 
a very able man conducting the State 
‘Savings Bank, with which is embodied the 
ees of the Workers’ rerons 


for a 
that an ap- 


‘Pouce, — The. 


the Discharged Soldiers’ Seiilement Act. 
All these Statutes are administered by a 
very capable officer, whose salary is only 
£1,200 per annum. I contend that a man 
occupying an administrative position of 
that character has very much more re- 
sponsibility than will the gentleman who 
is appointed Commissioner, under this ~ 
Bill. In these circumstances, 1.am of — 
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opinion that a salary of £1 500 ayearis — 


an adequate one. 


Minister spoke. 

Senator Mitnren.—I did not say that 
£50,000,000 would be required. 

Senator FERRICKS.—I am bere 
aware of that. 
ment has been misinterpreted by the press. 
What the honorable gentleman intended 
to convey was that the sum involved in 


housing our returned soldiers may~even- — ae 


tually amount to £50,000,000—quite a 
different thing from an expenditure of © 
£50,000,000 of Commonwealth money. 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wale 


Minister for Repatriation) [12.21].—I 


. would like to prevent the possibility of — 
any misunderstanding consequent upon 


the remarks made by Senator Ferricks. 


The honorable senator was pressing the 3 


view that if we pay the Commissioner a 


salary of only £1,500 @ year, we shall run 
the risk of securing the services of an in- 


competent man. In replying to his state- 
ment, and speaking for myself, I said that — 
if I were faced with that alternative 1 
would be willing to pay more. However, 
I do not think that it will be necessary t0 
do that. ‘Seeing that the Commissioner 


- will have a tenure of seven years, I still 


think it will be possible to get a competent _ 
man for the position at ue salary mo 


fied in the Bill. 


Senator McDOUGALL (New South 
Wales) [12.22].—In speaking upon the 
motion for the second reading of this. 
measure, I said that in my opinion the 
salary payable to the Commissioner was 
hardly sufficient. . But I shall not vote for — 
Senator Bolton’s amendment, because the - 
amount of the Conimissioner’s salary is. 
a matter for the Government to deter- 
mine, and not for this Committee. In 


But the Minister’s state- — 


uit 


. 


Tdo vas anticipate an 
expenditure of, £50,000,000 of which the a 


New "South Wales our Chief of Police — 


receives £1,500 a year, together with @ 


BX ~ 


™ 


Vener 
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tae allowance of £200 a . year, ands a 
travelling allowance of £2 2s. per day. 
As. ‘Senator Ferrieks has already pointed 
hy we may probably get just as good a 
man for £1,200 a year as we shall get for 
ails that amount. Our first duty, how- 
oe. is to ascertain whether he is com- 
 petent to fill the office. After his eom- 
- petency has been proved, we shall be in a 
position to increase his salary if that 
course should be deemed advisable. 


» Senator SENIOR (South Australia ) 
as 23|.—The Bill would be materially 
improved if the first sub-clause ‘of this 
_ clause were excised, and the amount of 
salary were not stated. Ft is not wise to 
_ specify the salary which shall attach to 


. the position of Commissioner for a longer . 


ee than he may continue in office. 
Even the Minister himself has: pointed 
out that it may be cheaper to pay a suit- 
aie man a higher salary than that which 
is set out in the clause. For this reason 
1 think we ought not to define the salary 
“which: shall be paid to the Commissioner. 
Amendment negatived. 


Senator FOLL (Queensland) | 12. 26 }— — 


oi move— 


That after the word ‘“‘ year” the following 
eines be inserted::— ‘‘ or such higher: salary 
s is deemed necessary by the Minister, but 
oh pee Two thousand. pounds per 
annum. 

The ae of these words will over- 
come the difficulty to which attention has 
I confess that my curiosity 


* een. drawn. 

: was. aroused somewhat. by the statement 
of the | Minister that if a salary of £1,500: 
Were specified i in the Bill, and he thought 
iby necessary to increase it to £1,800 or 
£2,000 per annum, he would not hesitate 
to ‘adopt that course. 

Senator Mirurn.—The honorable sena- 
tor is not putting the position correcily. 
Senator FOLL.—I have no desire to 
% misinterpret the Muinister’s statement. 
a Senator Mitten.—The way that the 


honorable senator has, put the position — 


suggests that I am prepared to flaunt the 
: vall of Parliament. | 

“Senator FOLL.—That is why I have 
‘Yaised the question, It is precisely what 


tended to convey. I understood him 


salary than that specified in this clause, 


‘man will prove to be the cheapest. 


is, that. to. keep the salary down. to. the. 


appoint such a person, I would run 


Senator Bolton’s straightout propo 
thought the honorable gentleman in-— 


i BT. pe Bosh a ETON, monet bie mah, 


not resi tes ue fas a a hig 


relying upon Parliament to subsequenth 
vote any additional money that might b 
required. Of course, if the Muiniste 
meant that he would first obtain the sane 
tion of Parliament, I misunderstood his 
remarks. I agree with the honorable 
gentleman that the very best man should 
he appointed: to the position of Commis- 
sioner, and that in the long run such ae 
the same time, I do not think if wise “to 


occupant of that office entirely to the dis- re 
cretion of the Minister. My own opinio 
is that a salary of £1, 500 is. cael suf- 
ficient. 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wallis: = ad 
Minister for Repatriation) [12. 30} a 
desire to prevent any such impression 
from getting abroad as that I have states 
that I would take a course, in regard to 
this matter, which would be flouting P. 
liament. I have said and indicated : 
thing of the kind. I was dealing with ¢ 
position stated by. Senator Bolton; tha 


fixed. figure of £13500 might result in th 
appointment of an unsuitable and inea 
able man. And I said-that, rather’ tha 


risk of making an appointment, at a 
higher salary,.thus securing a man in a 
ways desirable, and I would then put the — 
facts to Parliament. I do not suggest, 

however, that that would be the only al- 
ternative. One other would be to arrive 
at a temporary arrangement with the gen- 
tleman appointed, until the matter coul 
be brought ‘before Parliament in the o 
dinary and proper manner. eee fe 


introduce an setae? Bil, 


As for Senator Foll’s amendment, 
such a provision is to bé inserted at 
the Committee might as well agree 1 


for the insertion. of the sum of £2 
do not. feel disposed at the pres 
ture to. assent, to. such. an alters 
clause. ris 7 


2 
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Senator Lt-Colonel BOLTON (Vio- 
~ toria) [12.82]—The whole tendency of 


Government authority is to employ cheap 
labour. If we eo outside of the Govern- 
- ment, we find business corporations pay- 


ing ‘their managers, who do not transact 


Seay ihing like the volume of business, or 


business of so important a. character, 


salaries amounting to three and four 


times those received by leading Govern- 
ment officials. 
_ responsible under the Government for 
_ very great financial undertakings, 


IT know of a man who is 


yet 
there are business men who are—so to 


- speak—selling dolls’ eyes and are receiv- 


- ing higher salaries than that Government 


servant. It is a position which the Go- 


- vernment should seriously consider. — 


Amendment negatived. 
Clause agreed to. 


Clause 14 agreed to. 


Clause 15— — 
(1) All persons employed by the Franla: 


- gioner in the administration of this Act shall 


~ be subiect to the Commonwealth Public Service 
pect a aN ; 


: a ae It. Golenat. BOLTON (Vic- 
toria) [12.84].—The -Minister for Re- 


_ patriation has had experience in the ap- 


pointment of officials to the Repatriation 
Department. No doubt it swill prove to 


be necessary to relieve some of those offi- 


cials of their duties, on the ground of 
ineompetency. If officers to be engaged 
for the administration of this measure are 


to be anpointed under the provisions of 
the Public Service Act, it will be difficult 


to get rid of them should they be found 
to be incompetent. The Commissioner 
who will be appointed under the War 


Service Homes enactment should be given - 


the power of appointment and dismissal 
of his officers. - 
~ amendment in that direction. 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 


Ainister for Repatriation) [12.35].—I 
_ direct attention to a material difference 


aren me ap ppanEmene of a staff under 


| shifting. 


I propose to move an 


the War Service Homes Act should be 
placed under the Public Service Act. The 
Commissioner will be appointed for a 
term of seven yéars. I question, there- 
fore, whether Parliament would be pre-— 
pared to hand over to an individual hold- 


ing such a brief tenure of office the right _ 


to appoint and dismiss whom he may f 


please. He would be open to accusations _ 
of tyranny or favoritism, without any 
check on the part of the Parliament. In 


the Repatriation Department, Parliament — 


could require the dismissal of any mem- Lag 


ber of the staff immediately. It is neces- 


‘sary that the staff to be appointed under 
should be given those 


this measure 
guarantees which are represented by the — 
Public Service Act. This clause has been 

inserted in its present form to assure that 
staff that their future in the Service will — 
not be impaired by the likes and dislikes : 

of any one official. . 


Senator Newranp.—Will not the Son ~ 


missioner be in the position that he must — 
fill up his staff from the Public Service} 


And would be able to introduce gee 2 


officers, except boys, or soldiers? 


Senator MILLEN.—If there are officers — oe 
in the Public Service to-day who Hes ve 


qualified to be appointed to- this branch, 
they will be allotted by the Public Ser- 
vice Commissioner in the ordinary way. 


Senator FOLL ( Queensland) [12.37]. — 


—I support the attitude adopted by Sena- 


tor Bolton. My experience has been that 
when a man is appointed under the Pub- 
lic Service Act, he is there to stay, whe- 
ther he is competent or otherwise. Once — 
he has become a member of the Public 
Service he joins 2 great permanent army; — 
or, at any rate, he requires a good deal of 
In the Queensland Railways — 
Department, which is administered by the 
Commissioner of Railways, the latter is 
appointed for a shorter tenure of office 
than is proposed<under this Bill. He has 


under him thousands of railway em-— . : 


ployees. He has the sole administration 
of the Act, and the final voice in the ap- 
pointment or dismissal of all railway ser- 
vants. Jf there is one Department which 


has in the past given satisfaction, so far 
as the staff is concerned, it is the Queens- _ 
‘land Railway Department. The same facts — 
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hold; good in Victoria. The Railways 
Commissioners have the sole charge of 
their staffs. In view of these facts, I 
trust the Minister will reconsider the 
clause. 

“Senator FAIRBAIRN (Victoria) 
-{12.40].—I agree with those honorable 
senators who have just spoken, from the 
view-point that I dread increasing our 
Public Service. We are becoming tre- 
mendously loaded up, and soon this com- 
munity will be top-heavy. The Commis- 
sioner under this measure, when ap- 
pointed, will have to apply to the Public 
’ Service Commissioner for a staff. He will 
have to take just those officials whom the 


- Commissioner may allot to him. Much of 


the success of this project will depend 
upon the staff appointed. If the chief 
executive officer could choose his own offi- 
-clals, he would be more likely to secure a 
satisfactory staff. I do not suppose that 
he would be allotted the pick of our pub- 
lie servants by the Public Service Com- 
missioner, for the reason that they are 
already actively engaged in other Depart- 
ments. And, by the way, there are 
splendid men in our Public Service. The 
scheme to be established under this Bill 
will have greater chances of success if the 
administering Commissioner possesses the 
‘power to choose the men he wants. 

Senator Newrtanp.—He would .not be 
-debarred from taking officers from the 
Public Service if he required them. 
Senator FATRBATRN.—That is so. 
He could ascertain from the Public Ser- 
—yice Comissioner what officers might be 
availakie for transfer to his Department; 
and he would learn whether such oficers 
were likely to be suitable. This measure 
will create only a temporary Department, 
although its activities may continue for a 
long while. 

Senator Reip.—These provisions may 
be extended to civilians. 

_ Senator FAIRBATRN.—We cannot 
look so far into the future, and we have 
no right to regard the Department as per- 
manent, in the sense that the Treasury 
and the Defence Departments are perma- 
nent institutions. I trust the Minister 
will further consider the matter. 

Senator Lt.-Colonel BOLTON (Vic- 
toria) [12.45|—If this clause is carried 


in its present form the effect of it will 


* 
‘ % 


_ permanent 


be to practically shut the’ ne agai 
returned soldiers desiring to secure an ap~_ 
pointment in this particular branch of the 
Repatriation Department. Certain action 
has been taken by Parliament to fails 
tate the entry of returned soldiers into» 
the Public Service, but there are still - 
many difficulties in the way of returned = 
Men securing appointments in the Ser- — 
vice. The clause provides that persons- 
employed by the Commissioner are to be- 
subject to the Commonwealth Public Ser- — 
vice Act. Honorable senators will recol- — 
lect that the Defence Department had 
quite a number of public servants in its- 
employ, and it was necessary for Parlia- 
ment to pass special legislation to enable~ 
that Department to properly deal with 
members of its staff who were also mem-— 
bers of the Public Seryice. The Commis-— 
sioner should be placed in a position en- 
abling him to exercise his own Ee 

as to the qualifications required of men 
whom he will employ in the work of the: 
administration of this measure. 

Senator MILLEN (New South Wales 
Minister for Repatriation) [12.47]—I- 
have been very much impressed by 
the arguments of Senators Fairbairn 
and Bolton. .Senator Fairbairn points. 
out that, theoretically at least, this. 
proposed building ‘scheme is not a 
‘one, and will gradually — 
become exhausted, as it serves the 
purpose for which it has been intro- 
duced. The honorable senator suggests 
that, for that reason, we should considera f 
that if the staff appointed to administer 
this measure are to be under the Public 
Service Act, we may find ourselves, when. : 
the purpose of the measure has been 
served, with a number of officers in this 
branch of the Repatriation Department, 
who may claim, under the Public Service 
Act, a continuous tenure of office. That — 
ig a very important consideration. ‘Sena-. 
tor Bolton has pointed out that the clause 
may render it difficult to give preferen 
to returned soldiers in appointments to — 
the staff. I recognise that both these 
arguments have a good deal of weight. 
It is impossible for me to make a final 
statement on n matter nOy) a in 


on, I shall be. waht to intro 
thing to take its” ae A 
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Senator Srnior.—Would- 

better to postpone the clause? 
Senator MILLEN.—I prefer to finalize 

the matter, and I shall be content to have 


it not be 


the clause negatived at this juncture, on — 


_ the understanding that I am free to take 
_ the action I have suggested.” 
Clause negatived. 

Clause 16 (Acquisition of land). 
Senator SENIOR (South Australia) 
[12.50]—This is one of the most im- 

portant clauses in the Bill. Under it the 
Commissioner may acquire practically 
any land in any part of the Common- 
wealth, including land which has been 
dedicated, reserved, or set apart for any 
public or other purpose. There is a limi- 
tation upon the power of the Commis- 
sioner in sub-clause 5, which provides 
that, before proposing to acquire land in- 
volving the expenditure of more than 
£5,000, he shall submit the proposal for 
the approval of the Minister. It must 
not be forgotten that this means that 
power is given under the Bill to the Com- 
missioner to purchase land involving an 
expenditure of up to £5,000 at his own 
discretion, and without consulting the 
Minister. 
the clause is contained in sub-clause 4, 


under which the Commissioner is given 


power to subdivide land. It occurs to 
me that some returned soldiers may have 
land of their own on which they would 
like to have a home built, and the Bill 
should make provision to enable the Com- 
missioner to build on land the fee-simple 
of which is held by « returned soldier. 

Senator Mitren.—That is provided 
for in clause 20. 

Senator Frrricxs.—Is not this the 
tlause in which we should insert a pro- 
vision with respect to perpetual lease- 
holds in the Northern Territory ? 

Senator Mirtrzn.—I am having an 
amendment prepared to deal with that 

in a separate clause. 

Clause agreed to. 

Olause 17 agreed to. 

Clause 18— 

The total cost to the Commissioner of any 


‘dwelling house acquired or erected in pur- 
Beene of this Part, sata with the cost of 


[18 Decemnzr, 1918.] 


Another important feature of ' 


ing £35 a year in interest alone. 
-Minister is in a position to give the Com- 


figures I then used. 
‘proposal ” under the Bill works out at 
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Senator Moher —Will the yale. 
of a man’s land be deducted from the 
amount of £700? 

Senator Mrirren.—Not if he owns the 
land. A man’ may have land worth £300 
or £400, but he can still borrow up to. 
£700. 

Clause agreed to. 

Clause 19— 

(1) Subject to this Act, the Commissioner _ 
may sell to any eligible person, who is not the 
owner of a dwelling house within Australia or 
elsewhere, a dwelling house acquired or erected — 
in pursuance of the last preceding: Part, to- 
gether with the land on which it is ‘erected. 

(2) The sale may be upon such terms and 
subject to such conditions as are prescribed or — 
are Exell by the Op ISE TONS 


Sennthe NEWLAND (Soran Anabela) : 
[12.57|—This clause contains very im- — 
portant provisions in connexion with re- 
payments. JI do not remember that the — 
Minister for Repatriation, in speaking on 
the second reading of the Bill, indicated 
the conditions upon which he desires that 
repayments should ‘be made. It would 
seem that the Commissioner is given the 
power to fix the amount of repayments. 

Senator Mrrren.—The amounts are de- 
termined by the interest and sinking fund. | 

Senator ‘NEWLAND.—I point out. 
that ‘the thirty-seven years’ term pro-— 
vided for may be found very stiff. A man 
borrowing £700 at 5 per cent. will be pay- 
If the 


mittee some information as to the pro- 
vable cost per year per £100 it would as- — 
sist us in fixing the terms of repayment, _ 

Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
Minister for Repatriation) [12.58].—I 
submitted that information in my second-_ 
reading speech, and I cannot now under- — 

ake to quote from memory the exact 
I believe that the 


9s. 9d. per month per £100 for the thirty- 
seven years’ lease, and that the charge in > 

respect of a house costing £600 would — 
amount to 138s. 4d. per week. Senator 

Newland will, I think, recognise that the 
difference ‘between a thirty-seven years’ 
lease and a fifty years’ lease is really in- 
significant. The increased weekly pay- 
ment for the shorter lease would be very 
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‘amall.. : venture to say “shat if the pro- 
position were put to a borrower that by 
‘paying a few pence more ‘per week he 
- eould secure his title in thirty-seven years, 
and by paying a little less he could not 
secure it until fifty years had elapsed, he 
would prefer to take advantage of the 
shorter term. | 
Senator GRANT (New South Wales) 
[12.59 }].—I should like to see a provision 
included to enable the Commissioner, in- 
stead of building a house-on a block, to 


effer to lease the land to the highest bid-’ 


der, subject only to the payment of the 
full annual rental value in advance, and 
the condition of permanent residence. 


Sitting suspended from 1 to 2.80 p.m. 


Senator GRANT.—I move— 


That the word “ sell,” line 2, be left out, 
with a View to insert in lieu thereof the word 
eRe. 


The purpose of my prose ig to pre-- 


yent the Commissioner from selling the 
land to the returned soldier, but to keep 
it in perpetuity in his possession as 
Commissioner. It would be very much 
better for a returned soldier if, instead 
of having fastened round his neck the 
vebt of a freehold property, which many 


¢« man could nob hope to pay for in his_ 


lifetime, he were given the leasehold at a 
- rental sufficient to cover the cost of the 
tand, together with the building, making 
due. allowances for depreciation in value. 
It is well known to honorable senators 
that many private owners decline to part 
with the freehold. Not only is this the 
case in Australia, but right throughout 
the civilized world If it is # good thing 
for the private owner—and the opinion 
on this question is pretty well unanimous 
—to stick to the freehold, it should also 
pe good for the Commonwealth -to do like- 


Senator MILLEN (N ew South Wales— 
Minister for Repatriation) [2.33]—I do 
not think it necessary to detain the Com- 
mittee long in discussing this amendment. 
It is a simple proposition that we should 
compel those who take advantage of the 
provisions of this measure to be satisfied 
with a leasehold. I am not going to 

argue the principle which is so dear to 
Senator Grant’s heart, but I say that if 


_ he wants to bring in a big reform or 


_(SBNATE] 


rant and I encountered under clause 16. 


diers, in order to guard against. over- 


-too small: for the procton of a home, 1f~ 


city of the Commonwealth, Ev 
bane is not free from the evil 


e euros of this natare: it sae nee to. ie 
attempted in connexion with a measure — 
which deals with only a section of the 


people. I object to an attempt to limit 
this panacea to returned soldiers. Let 
Senator Grant get to work as a missionary _ 
to convert the whole community, and it - 
the whole community be treated in the 
same way. This amendment would be | 
making an invidious distinction in the 
case of returned soldiers, and T ask the 
Committee to reject, it. 
Amendment negatived. 
Clause agreed to. 
Clause 20— : . 
Subject to this Act, the Commissioner may, ES: 
upon application in writing, make an advance 
to any eligible person on the prescribed se- 
curity, for the ded sis of enabling him— 
(a) to erect dwelling- house on land — zi 
owned a him 
(b) to purchase land and erect thereon & 
dwelling-house; 


( t) to discharge any mortgage ane a 
_enevmbrance already existing on. bis ~ 
holding. 


Senator -FERRICKS af Queensland) 
[2.35].—I move—. 

That the following new paragraph be 
acne a 


provided that the area of any pe be 
and or holding shall not be less ee 


32 perches.”’ 
The adoption of this amendment would, Wee 
think, get over a difficulty which Senator 


ans 


I think it would be excellent if this prin- — 
ciple could be adopted by the Government — 
in this housing scheme for returned ‘sol- — 


; 
crowding. ‘The area defined in the ‘pro- “ 
posed new paragraph is a fair minimum 
for the erection of a house, and I do not — 
think any hardship would be entailed by — 
its adoption. We may assume that most 
of the land to be acquired will be in the 
suburbs or country districts, and, in the 
case of those soldiers who, perhaps, al-| 
ready. own blocks of land, which may. no 


Sosa ae Ss 


this provision be in-erted, I do not think 
that any hardship will be inflicted; becau: 
it would be possible for them to dispose of 
it, and, under the operations of this - 
sure, acquire a larger area. There 
good deal of overcrowding in every 


des 


or 


- ment of his purpose. 


Wor Service _ 


(18 Dromeszn, 1918.) 


Homes Bill. 9655. 


- ‘fact thas millions aie acres aré so in 
The present: 
- eondition of affairs in our. capital cities 


that State for settlement. 


does not say much for the foresight of 
those who were instrumental in founding 
them. I trust the Minister will’ give this 
‘proposal serious consideration. It is not 


“my intention to delay the passage of the 


Bil. I think it would be excellent if, 


- under this measure, the Government made 


an effort to prevent undue overcrowding, 


but I am sure’ that a lead by the Govern-. 
ment in this direction would have a bene- 


ficial effect on the community. 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales—_ 


Minister for Repatriation) [2:38]—I 
hope the honorable senator will not press 
his amendment. I recognise with him that 
there is room for considerable improve- 
ment in the matter referred to, but I 


i again say that this is not a measure 
in which social reforms of this kind should 
be introduced. The Bill is intended to 


give opportunities to returned soldiers to 
obtain their homes. If the honorable 
senator will think for a moment, he will 
see, I am sure, that it is not desirable to 
make this Bill a lever for the accomplish- 
‘The proposition is 


Pe that the-area of land shall. be not less 


. than about 4 acre. 
has, by saving over a long period of time, 
bought a small block of land, 

perches, and desires, under the provisions 
of this measure, to erect a home. 
Committee adopts the amendment, he 


smaller than the area defined 
amendment he may dispose of it, but I 
have never yet heard of a man selling 
land without having to pay somebody 


rate harshly. 


say 30 


will be precluded from making applica- 
tion to the Commissioner, because his 
allotment will be short of the statutory 
area, 


Senator O’Krrrz.—And would not the 
same argument apply where the Depart- 


ment was purchasing property conveni- 


ently situated for returned soldiers in re- 
lation to their work ?. 

Senator MILLEN. — Yes. I think 
Senator Ferricks’ amendment would ope- 


if a returned soldier has a block of land 
in the 


omething. The transfer fees alone 


“tion of his 
Suppose a soldier. 


If the © 
otherwise expense will be 


although, for business and other | 
- reasons, it may be his earnest desire to 
have. ne home in that particular locality. 


He has pointed out that. 


would involve the payment of a few 
pounds, and that surely would be a dis-_ 
advantage. I would point out, also, that 
in suburban areas } acre of land would 
probably haye a frontage of from 50 feet 
to 60 feet, and the purchase price would — 
involve considerable expenditure, with the 
result that there would not be very much 
of the £700 to be granted under this 
Bill left with which to build a home. It— 
is safe to say that in the suburbs of our 
capital cities land would be worth from 
£4 to £5 a foot in many cases, so that 
the value of a house would be out of all 
proportion to the value of the land, and 
ag a letting proposition it would be an 
entirely business deal. 


Senator 0’ KEEFE (‘Tasmania) [2 49). 
——An ordinary j-acre block of land for 
building purposes is usually 1 chain front- 
age by 24 chains deep, and at from £3 
to £5 per foot the purchase of this land 
would, as the Minister says, run away 
with the greater portion of the £700 that 
will be available as an advance under — 
this Bill. I agree with Senator Ferricks — 
that. an endeavour should be made to 
prevent overcrowding, but it seems to me 
that a difficulty would arise by the adop- 
amendment. 
doubt that many cases will occur in 
which it will be advisable for the Depart- 
ment to purchase land in suburban areas 
of our capital cities to suit the conveni- 
ence of applicants who may desire to 
live close to their place of employment, 
involved in 
fares to and from work. Although land 
less than }-acre might be a little on the 
small side, if it were conveniently situ- _ 
ated it might suit an applicant better — 


than a block in some other locality. I 


think, therefore, that the amendment 
would hamper the Department. 


Senator GRANT (New South Waleale 
[2.45].—I support . Senator Ferricks’ 
amendment, but it would come in better 
as portion of paragraph b, ‘‘ To purchase 
land and erect thereon a dwelling house.’’ 


-That will not. prevent the Commissioner — 


erecting a dwelling house on any ge G8 
handkerchief allotment that may be 
owned by a returned soldier, nor does it 
propose to interfere with the purchase of — 
a house together with the land on which 


it has been already erected. 


I have no - 


* 
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- Senator Mituen.—The amendment ie 


all that. 


Senator GRANT.—It will not interfere 
with paragraph c, nor with d or e, or f. 
All it doeg is to stipulate that if the Com- 
missioner purchases land and erects houses 
on it, no block shall be less than 32 

rches in area. Nearly all the trouble 
in closely ‘settled areas is caused by the 
sma!l blocks on which people are obliged 
to live. We are considering the repatria- 
tion of men who went away to fight for 
Australia, and no opposition should be 
offered to a proposal that.such a man 
should be given at least 32 perches. I 
gather that the Minister has no objection 
to the principle of the amendment, but 


- does not want to graft it on to the Bill. 


Last Sunday, in St. Paul’s Cathedral, 
the Reverend C. H. Zercho, head master 
of Ali Saints’ Graias School, St. 
Kilda, strongly denounced the existence 
of slum areas in our cities, and urged the 
more active co-operation of the church’ to 
minimize the evil. He said— 

One of the most iniquitous practices ever 
tolerated in any community was the cutting 
up of the land into pocket-handkerchief allot- 
ments and the herding of population together 
in our cities. Our cities were things of beauty 


—outwardly: broad streets, lovely and exten- 


sive parks, gardens, and reserves, splendid pub- 


~ Tie buildings, beautiful and costly cathedrals and 


churches, and thousands of stately homes. But 


_ what was there behind all this beautiful out- 


ward show? Squalid slums and dens of 
iniquity; houses by the thousand, with yard- 
room not sufficient to swing -a cat in, in which 
tens of thousands of children of our own race 
and blood were born and reared. 


Of course, these conditions have been 
publicly pointed. out scores of times, and 


_ [ have written to the reverend gentleman 


to point out to him the true remedy. I 
take it that the Commissioner will, if 
possible, acquire fairly large areas of 
land as near as practicable to centres of 
population, and have them laid out on an 
up-to-date town-planning system. 

Senator Colonel Rowrti.—It will be 
right enough to apply the limitation in 
that case. 

senator GRANT.—tThat 1s the direc- 
tion in which I want it applied; but, of 


course, the fewer small pocket-handker- 


chief allotments are acquired in large 
centres of population the better I shall 
be pleased. This Chamber should not be 


sorigusly asked to aie a a. a 
scheme for men who have gone to fight aes 
for Australia, and to tell them that they — 


must live on miserable 4-acre blocks. © 
That would be the biggest insult we could — 
offer them, — eo 


Senator Rzerp.—Thousands are living 
on less. 


Senator GRANT.—That is no reason 
why these men should. As the Minister 
estimates that the cost of the whole 
scheme will run into £50,000,000. we 
should put it on a proper basis, and give 
the Commissioner definite instructions 
not to cut up land into smaller areas than 
32 perches, or, as near as possible, five — 
blocks to the acre. That should be re- 
garded as the very minimum, and we 
should give him a broad hint that we 


_ want the areas to be as big as possible. At 


Daceyville, near Sydney, the blocks are 
too small. 


Senator Miten.—What area are they? 


Senator GRANT.—I could not say. — 
The Commissioner may contemplate ac- — 
quiring an area in that neighbourhood. 
If he does, it should be an indispensable 
condition that he must give the returned 
man a fair-sized block to live on. I am 
only sorry we cannot see our way to a 
it an acre. 


Senator Fort.—Do not eos: that 
there is a £700 limit. 


Senator GRANT.—It is of more im-— 
portance for the man to have a decent- 
sized block to live on than to have he 
house on the land. me 


Senator Mitten.—Let the man a an 
be the judge. Why should you want to 
order his life for him ? 


Senator GRANT.—Then why does the 
Minister order that he must buy rainee am 
than lease his block ? 


Senator Mitten.—There is a good rea- 
son, because if his lease were forfeited 
the improvements effected on it by the 
money of the Commonwealth Govern- — 
ment would go to the land-owner. 


Senator GRANT.—We do not want 
the property and improvements to Tevenn 
to the original owner. fs. a 
Ferricks will, temporarily withd eae as rar 
amendment I shall move an ane 
to paragraph 6. Bias 

: “4 ae 


~ reform into the Bill. 
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Senator FERRICKS (Queensland) 
_[2.57].—To simplify matters, I propose to 
amend my amendment on the lines sug- 
gested by Senator Grant. I did not move it 
with any idea of introducing an academic 
I moved it because 
I viewed it as a vital and integral part 
of the housing scheme of the Government. 


- Honorable senators on both sides have fre- 
- quently said that nothing is too good for 


the returned soldier. I do not disparage 
what has been offered by the Government 
under this Bill; 
ception and dissatisfaction in the future, 
it is as well to state that the scheme is a 
business proposition founded actuarially 
on a sound basis from the point of view of 
the Government, and that there is no 
concession to the returned soldiers so far 
as the loaning of the money is concerned, 
except the very liberal terms of repay- 
ment. 

Senator Minuen.—And the fact that 
the country is asked to carry all the ad- 
ministrative expenses, and lose something 


in interest. 


Senator FERRICKS -Yeas;. up to .1 


per cent. as the Minister indicated. It 
‘would be an improvement on an. excellent 
- scheme to stipulate that when a returned 

~. soldier is 
for the erection of a dwelling under 


allotted a block of land 
this Act, the area of the block 
shall be at least 32 perches. That 
would represent exactly five blocks to the 
acre. Such an allotment is smal 1] enough 
in a country like Australia. When we 
are told that thousands of people are liv- 
ing upon allotments of half that area, 
my reply is that that is no reason why 
our returned soldiers should be restricted 
to allotments-*of 16 perches. If one 
takes the trouble to journey to some of 
our Melbourne suburbs by train, he will 
see any number of pocket- ~handkerchiet 
allotments. 

Senator Minzen.—He will also see 
plenty of nice, attractive cottages erected 
upon blocks possessing only 40-ft. front- 
ages. 

Senator FERRICKS.—I contend that 
-an area of 16 perches is not sufficient 
to allow of the erection of a home upon 
hs; pvot in Melbourne to-day we know 


‘containing only 12 perches. 


tenance of decent living conditions. 


but to prevent miscon-~ 


Such areas do not permit of the main- 
The 
amendment which has been outlined 
would involve no great outlay on the part — 
of the administration, because when a re- 
turned soldier has a block containing 
32 perches allotted to him, he will know 
that he has to pay for it. ae 
Senator Forr.—How about the indie o 
vidual who possesses his own allotment? — 
Senator FERRICKS.—The proposal 
of Senator Grant does not apply to him. 
Senator Mirirun.—Then it is made in 
connexion with the wrong clause. ; 
Senator FERRICKS. — Paragraph b 
refers to the purchase of land. : 
Senator Mitrten.—No, it refers to an 
application for the purchase of land. The 
clause which the honorable senator has in ~ 
his mind is clause 16. | 
Senator FERRICKS.—To argue that 
because thousands of people to-day are — 
living upon allotments embracing an ~ 
area of less than 32 perches, our re- 
turned soldiers should be obliged to live — 
upon such allotments, is analogous to 
arguing that because thousands of persons — 
are in gaol to-day, everybody else ought — 
to be there. By leave, I will amend my — 


amendment by moving far the adaiion of : 


the ‘words to paragraph 0b: 
Amendment amended accordingly. 
Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
Minister for Repatriation) [3,5].—I can- 
not help thinking that honorable senators — 
who have brought forward these proposals 
assume that we are dealing with theories. 


May I remind them that we are living 


in a very practical world, and that there 
is a growing tendency on the part of the — 
municipalities. to rate land values. — 

Senator Granr.—aA very good idea. — 

Senator MILLEN.—iI thought that it — 
would command the sympathy of Senator 
Grant. That means that where that sys- 
tem is adopted, the bigger the proportion 
of the £700 which is put into land, the 


heavier will be the amount of the Gata oo 


which the soldier will have to pay. Will 
he regard that asa kindness? 
Senator Frerioxs. — The honorable 


gentleman’s argument is tantamount to- 
saying that if we give a soldier an allot- — 

ment of 20 feet square he will have less 
rates to pay. 


. things. 
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‘Bountor MILLEN —Nothing of the 
kind. There is a happy mean in these 
Usually the nearer one gets to 
the centre of activity the higher “will the 
land values become. If we compel soldier 
applicants to acquire allotments of a 
quarter of an acre, they will either have 
to pay a tremendous price for their land 
‘over. and above the proportionate value 
of their houses, or they will have to go 
into the remoter suburbs if they are to get 
homes for £700. : 
_ Senator McDovearrt.—They will have 
to go out, anyway. 

Senator MILLEN. —We cannot deal 
with the matter in a piecemeal fashion. 
‘This clause is part of a link in a chain 
of many problems. By adopting the 
amendment, we shall not help the soldier 
~—-we shall only compel him to pay 
for alleged advantages in the way that I 
“have indicated. I ask the Committee to 
agree to the clause as it stands. | 

Senator GRANT (New South Wales) 
‘[3. 8].—It is quite true that the tendency 
in all municipalities to-day is to rate upon 
land values only. It is equally true that 
the general trend of events is in favour 
_ of exempting improvements. Where these 
are taxed the rates are higher in propor- 


tion to the improvements made; but in 


other instances the improvements are not 
taxed at all. There is, however, no reason 
a8 houses of a very expensive character 
_ should be built. 
_ Ferricks will not interfere with the right 
of the Commissioner to purchase any 
microscopic blocks which have been cut 
up by land-jobbers, who are now await- 
‘ing increased values. There are thousands 
of these persons throughout Australia. 
‘It is only when a number of blocks have 


“been purchased by the Commissioner. that 


the proposal will become operative. _ 
Senator Mitten. — This’ clause has 
nothing whatever to do with that matter. 


ie Tt relates to advances to the individual. 
Senator GRANT.—It proposes to give. 


the Commissioner power to purchase land. 
Senator Mitten.—No. 
‘Senator GRANT.—Then, at a later 
stage, I shall move to recommit clause 16. 


Senator NEWLAND (South Australia) 
_ [8.10].—I do not think the Committee are 


likely to agree to the amendment. In 
the first place, it seeks to establish two 


h 


[SENATE t 


‘ting a little wide of the clause now. 


and to prevent applicants ane this 


Tl | 
he proposal of Senator Commissioner, T repeat, will have to 


‘senator is perfectly in order in making a 
reference to it by way of illustration. 


‘be found that there were. corner bloc 


sets of oom It aficius that a ae — 
who is going out into a particular district - 


shall not acquire an allotment of less than ane 


a certain area; but the individual who i ig, ( 
attracted by ‘a house with, perhaps, a 
mortgage upon it, may acquire the allot- 
ment upon which it stands, no matter 
what may be its size. The result would — 
be that some persons would be enabled to 
go into our slum areas, whilst others 
would be forced out into new areas. If . 
honorable senators. have given any 
attention - to the possibilities of lowes: 
planes 
Senator Bie —This- amendment is. 
in that direction. — wae 
Senator NEWLAND.—No. Let us ie a 
assume that the Commissioner has pur- — 
chased land somewhere, and has decided eosin 


‘to enter upon a town- -planning scheme. 


Such a scheme would provide for a cer- 
tain amount of air space Meek 

The CHAIRMAN (Senator Shannon), aa 
—Order! The honcrable senator is get- . an 


Banatee NEWLAND.—I am pointing sc 
out that the effect of the amendment — 
would be to. hamper the Commissioner, 


scheme from acquiring land. | dats 
The CHAIRMAN.—So long as the 
honorable senator argues upon those ere 
his remarks will be in order. . | 
Senator NEWLAND. —They are” athe 


lines upon which I am arguing. The 


make provision for certain air space, and 
for certain space for the. putpess? of 
ornamentation. bd 

Senator Barker.—I rise to a point se 
order. Is the honorable senator in order 
in discussing the question of town-plan- 
ning upon the amendment? 


The CHAIRMAN. — The — honorable 


- Senator NEWLAND.—In cutting 3 
an area such as I have outlined, it wou 


of a larger or smaller ‘size Paci 
stipulated in the am endment. 
blocks would not be available for ao 
by the soldier. They would be— 
allotments, the cost of which would 
to be added to the cost. of. the 
= 


aed 1918. o 


#, 
hearer t 


Homes } Bill, _ Soe 


the. the: ‘prices oF oe lather would i in- 
: oreased to the soldier. 


ho ning scheme adopted at Daceyville, and I 


- gomplain, 


than that prescribed by the amendment. 
oF _ But my greatest objection to the proposal 
is that it would applv a particular set of 
 ¢onditions to one class of applicants, and 
a different set of conditions to another 
Glass. 
who has no idea of town planning. 


Pi Ths CHAIRMAN (Senator Shannon). 
The honorable senator will be quite in 
: order in referring to town planning by 
“way of illustration, but not in ee 

_ town planning upon this amendment. 


Senator NEWLAND.—If the Chair- 


Seen sentence, he-will learn that I was not at- 
> tempting to place myself out of order by 
_ debating the topic of town planning. 


The CHAIRMAN.—The 
_ genator is arguing with regard to land 
as _ purchases by the Commissioner, and I, 
‘point out. that this clause does not glee 
ae. that. 2 


has been moved to hmit the size of ae 
aha ee blocks. a 
a The ‘OHAIRMAN. —Not — the 
Commissioner. purchases the land. That 


ie ey been dealt with under clause 
: 


oii. 


A ee ‘NEWLAND. —I assert that 
‘the amendment does apply to land ace 


quired by. the Commissioner. 
The CHAIRMAN.—It does not. 


Senator NEWLAND. — Land pur- 
chased by the Commissioner is covered by 
one set of conditions, while land pur- 


ehased by the soldier comes under another - 


set of conditions; and I am asking that 


be tied. His good sense and sound judg- 
“ment should be relied upon. 


_ Amendment negatived, 
tine ei ee to.’ 


: I have paid a 
ey good deal of attention to the town-plan-— 


have never heard a solitary settler there 
| although the settlement con- 
_ tains many odd blocks of a smaller size _ 


A Commissioner will not be chosen - 


= The only 
. man will kindly permit me to finish my - 


fc 


the hands of the Commissioner shall not 18 29t. 80. 


© Clause: nei ee 

Senatsr M 
Minister on ~ Repatriation) a 18]. oe 
‘move— 


That the eee new clause be ‘inserted — 
in lieu of clause 21 :— 

** (1) The amount of the aden hich | 

_ may be made to any applicant under this 

Part shall be the amount (not exceeding — 

90 per centum of the total value of the 

property in respect of which the advance — 

is. made} which 

siders necessary in order to give effect to 

the purpose for which the advance is made, — 

but the amount of the advance shall not in 


the Commissioner con: e 
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event exceed the sum of £700. ca eee Seti ce 


{2) For the purposes of this section, 


~ “the total value of the property ” means : 
such sum as, in the opinion of the Com- — 


missioner, will be the total value of the 


land and dwelline house upon the comple- — 


. tion. of the work “for which the fun is” i 


applied for.’ 
difference 


for those applicants who ey able to pay — 
A deposit . of 10 per cent. I said, im the 
course of my second-reading yemartks, 
that there was a difference between. the 


_ position of the applicant who was unable — 


or unwilling to make a deposit and that 
of the man who was prepared to do so. 
By inadvertence in the drafting of clause 
21, however, 


A man who has not paid a deposit wt 


~ have the land vested in the Commissioner — 


until, in the process of time, the nominal 


owner has built up, by his regular pay- : 
ments, the necessary amount of deposit; 


whereupon, he also would be in a position 
to obtain a mortgage. 


Senator CRAWFORD “(Queena 


[3.21}.—The effect of the new clause, 


understand, will be that if a soldier ac- 


; the provision referring. to G 
Paonator NEWLAND.— ee amendment - the 10 per cent. deposit was not included. 


borer the ie f 
clauses-is in respect to making provision — 


s) 
ie 


er 


quires a house built by the Commissioner, - 


he can do so without being called upon to 


pay a deposit. But if he desires to select 
his own site, or to build a house for him-_ 


self, he must find 10 per cent. of the cost. 


¥, 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 


Minister for Repatriation) [3.22].—That 
Suppose that a man indicates — 
to the Commissioner a particular house 


which he desires, and that he has no de- — 


posit. The Commissioner would buy, and — 
the title would vest in the Commissioner. 
But if an _eopaaen? made a eek he 


of . 
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could buy, and the His would be soared 
in him. It is only a legal difference, be- 
cause, in both cases, the: soldier applicant 
would have the same interest in the pro- 
perty, and he would be occupying it. It 
is merely a question whether the title 
deed is to be vested in his name, or in 
that of the Commissioner. Where no de- 

posit has been paid, the title would vest 
in the Commissioner until the amounts 
paid by the resident mounted up so as to 
give him the right to have the title deed 
‘made over in his own name. 

Proposed new clause agreed to. 
Clauses 22 to 28 agreed to, 

Clause 29— 

(1) Payment of purchase money or repay- 
ment of an advance shall be made in equal 
weekly, fortnightly, or monthly instalments, in 
accordance with the contract entered into or 
mortgage executed at the time of the purchase 
or advance, provided that in no case shall the 
period over which such instalments are repay- 
able exceed— 

(a) in the case of a dwelling house com- 

posed of brick or 
Seven years; and 
(6) in the case of a dwelling house com- 
Staged posed of wood or iron—twenty 
e years; and 
(ce) in the case of a dwelling house com- 
posed partly of brick or stone, and 
partly of wood or iron—such period 


(not being more than thirty-seven _ 


years). as is determined by the Com- 

ae missioner, 947. << 
Senator GUY (Tasmania) [3.24].— 
_ During the course of the second-reading 
debate, I made some remarks with regard 
to the desirability of extending the term 
for repayments in relation to wooden 
buildings. I think the period should be 
extended to twenty-five years, and, pos- 
sibly, even longer. It would be within 
the option of the applicant to avail himself 
of that extended term of not. If he 
could repay within ten or fifteen years so 
much the better for him. But an ex- 
tended term would place a reduced lia- 
bility on the borrower. I have had ex- 
perience where men have borrowed in 
order to build properties, and they have 
found it a task to keep up with repay- 
ments; wherefore, thev have asked that 

the period be extended. 
Senator Miruen.—What interest and 
sinking fund have been paid in those cases 
Senator GUY.—I admit that they are 
conn eae a these. 


‘stone—thirty- 


Senator MiIL.en. —That makes all the 
difference. bes 

Senator GUY.—It does make a pont) 
siderable difference; but if the soldier had 
the option of taking an extended term for — 
a wooden building, it might be of advan- 
tage to him. We should not tie appli- 
cants down any more than possible. Itis 
a great relief for them to feel that they 
are not bound down to meet a certain 
amount within a stated period . 

Senator SENIOR (South Australia) “eat 
[3.26]—In paragraph @ a verbal 
amendment is required. It ‘refers to — 
‘the case of a dwelling house composed 
of brick or stone.’’ I suggest that the 
wording should be ‘‘ brick and stone.’’ 

Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
—Minister for Repatriation) [3.27].—I 
notice an omission in paragraph a also 
of the word ‘‘ concrete.’’ I move— 

That the word “or” be left out, and that, 
after the word “stone,” the words “or: con- 
crete” be inserted. ee 

Amendment, and consequential sie ) 
ment in paragraph c, agreed to. 

Clause, as amended, agreed to. 

Clause 30— 3 

The rate of interest to be charged to any pur- rues 
chaser or borrower in ‘respect of any purchase __ 
money or advance in accordance with this Act — 
shall be such rate as is prescribed, but not ex- __ 


ceeding the rate of Five pounds per centum per a 
annum. 


Senator GRANT (New South Wales) yee 
[3.30].—I move— Pec 
That the word “ Five” be left out, witha view 
to insert in lieu thereof the word “ Four. th 
This amendment, if carried, will ‘enable a 
the purchasers of these houses to secure — ae 
them more cheaply. Five per cent. isa 
fairly high rate of interest. The banks 
do not allow 5 per cent. on deposits, and, 
in most cases, the interest on our war 
loans is only 44 per cent. I believe that. 
we should give returned soldiers house 
accommodation at a rate of interest not — 
exceeding 4 per cent. : | et | 
Amendment negatived. et? 
Clause agreed to. ane: 
Clause 31 (Property to be kept, in re- . 
pair until payment in full). . ae 
Senator SENIOR (South Avsiate - 
[3.32].—I see no provision in the Bill for — 
the making of necessary repairs to 
house occupied by a soldier’s widow. 1 
think it would be well if power were ve mn 


Pree ty 
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sto the Commissioner to have repairs made _ 


‘in such a case, and the repayment of 


their cost spread over a certain period. 


Under the definition of ‘‘ eligible person ”” 
there will be many who will not be 1n re- 
ceipt of regular incomes, and who will 
‘not be in a position to pay in a lump 
‘sum for necessary repairs to the dwellings 
they occupy. I should be glad if the 
Minister could see his way to insert a pro- 
vision to deal with these cases. 

Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
Minister for Repatriation) [3.33].—I do 
not think that a special clause is neces- 
sary for the purpose suggested by Sena- 
tor Senior. Under this Bill the obliga- 

tion is upon the occupier to keep his 
house in order, and it is only when he 
does not discharge that obligation that 
the Commissioner steps in and does the 
necessary work. Senator Senior has re- 
ferred to the case of widows or other 
persons possessed of only small incomes 
_ who might find it dificult to pay £3 or £4 
in one sum for repairs. I point out to the 


honorable senator that it will be possible | 


for the Commissioner under regulations to 


_ provide in such cases for weekly payments . 
_ of 3d. or 6d., or some small amount, to 
_ be collected to meet the expense of re-— 


pairs. There should be no difficulty about 


fy thet if the occupier of the house were ~ 


willing to agree to the arrangement; but 
there is now no power under the Bill to 
compel the acceptance of such a proposal, 
and some people might resent the collec- 
tion of amounts in that way. In the 
settlement at Daceyville they have carried 
the idea of collecting amounts in small 
weekly payments to a great extent. They 
not only make collections for the payment 
of rates in that way, but a small sum is 
collected each week from tenants for the 
purpose of keeping a communal gardener 
employed. That is done by arrangement, 
and by that means, for a very small sum 
paid by each tenant per week, a gardener 
is employed to keep the little plots of the 
settlement in good order. I think that 
it would be better to leave the Commis- 
sioner to work out these matters when he 
is In a position to know tha wishes of the 
people with whom he will have to deal. 
Senator SENIOR (South Australia) 


South Australian Government in 1917, 
‘ing provision for the accommodation 


[18 Decemeer, 1918.] _ Homes Bill. 


{3.36]——Under an Act passed by the 


< O66L « 


f returned soldiers, there is a section 

which sets out that if the owner 

or occupier -is a widow, or the 

widowed mother of a deceased soldier, 

the cost of repairs or renovations of 

premises occupied by her shall be 
paid as to one-half out of the fund, and 
as to the other half out of moneys provided. 
by Parliament for the purpose of the Act. 
It is provided, further, that the amount — 
of such costs shall bear interest at 4 per 
cent. per annum, and repayments are to 
be made by the owner or occupier in equal 
weekly instalments, to cover principle and — 
interest, of 2s. per cent. per annum until 
the amount of interest thereon is fully 
paid up. I mention that.provision of the — 
South Australian law for the information © 
of the Minister for Repatriation. If the 
honorable senator prefers that the matter 


should be dealt with by regulation under — 


this Bill, I am content. : 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— — 
Minister for Repatriation) [3.88]—I do 
not think that such a provision as Senator 
Senior has quoted from the South Aus- 
tralian Act would properly find a place in — 
this Bill. It deals with a matter to which — 
the attention of thé Repatriation Com- 
mission should be directed. The Com- 
missioner, under this Bill, is empowered 
to build himself, or to advance money for 


the building of, houses on a business basis. 


Under the South Australian Act which — 
has been quoted, the State gives widows 
and other dependants of soldiers the oceu- © 
pation of houses for about one-half of 
their value. Any proposal such as that — 
suggested byi Senator Senior should, I _ 
think, be met by the main Repatriation — 
Act. Our sympathies, of course, go out 
to the widows of deceased soldiers. But — 
I’ may remind honorable senators that, 
when the provision to which Senator 
Senior has referred was made by the South _ 
Australian Government, the widow of a 
deceased soldier was entitled to a pension 

of only £1 per week if she had one-child, — 
but, under the conditions existing at the — 


- present time, a widow with one child is 


entitled to a pension of £2 per week. The — 
Repatriation Department has proceeded — 
on the basis that it is desirable to give — 
each of these women an income which will — 


Tyas 
aa \rhat Vid 
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enable her to live in a humble way and 
leave her, at the same time, free to make 
her own arrangements. 

Clause agreed to. 

~ Clauses 32 to 34 agreed to. 

Clause 35— | 

So long as any land or land and dwelling- 
Fines | is subject to a. contract or sale, mortgage 
‘or other security in accordance with this Act, 
@ transfer. of that land or land and dwelling- 
house, or of any estate or interest therein, shall 
not have any force or effect unless it— 

(a) arises through the operation of any 
- law relating to bankruptey or insol- 
vency; or 
to. (6) 18 made to a devisee by a person acting 
in the capacity of executor or ad- 
ministrator of the purchase as bor- 
rower; or 

 (¢) is made with the consent. in writing of 

the Commissioner. 

(2) Consent shall not be granted by the Com- 
missioner in pursuance of this section within 
five years after the making of an advance, un- 
tess it is proved to the satisfaction of the Com- 


- missioner that the refusal thereof would att & 
prone hardship. Seg 


- Amendment Arn vias) 
| aes to— 
That the word “or”, line 2, be left out, 
hs view to insert in lieu. thereof the word, 
‘Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
Minister for Hepatriaton) [3.40].—I 
~~ move— 
That sub-clause 2 be left out, with a view to 
“insert. in lieu thereof the following sub- 


iy : Serio 


~ -@lause :— 


_ “ (2) Consent of the transfer of land or of 
jand and dwelling-house, or of any estate or in- 


- terest therein, shall not be granted by the Com- 


missioner in pursuance of this section, except 
in the following cases, and subject to the fol- 
lowing conditions: — 

(a) where the proposed transferee igs an 
eligible person—such conditions as 
are prescribed; and 

_ () where the proposed transferee is not 
an eligible person— 

(i) in the case of a transfer within 
five years after the making of | 
the advance—where it is 
proved to the satisfaction of 
the Commissioner that the 
refusal thereof would inflict 
~ great hardship; and 

(ii) in the case of a transfer after 

the expiration of five years 
after the making of the ad- 
vance—such conditions as are 
prescribed.” 


oe introducing the Bill, I poltited ot that 
these provisions, are required to safeguard 


‘municipal rates, shall be deemed. to be mon 
- payable in respect of a contract of sale or 2 


orable senators will rememb 
ing a de 


the occupiers of the } Woaske against speow- 
lation. It is intended to prevent a civi- te 
lian acquiring the benefits designed by 
the Act to be conferred upon soldiers, 
and also to prevent unfair trafficking be- 
tween one soldier and another. For — 
various reasons a soldier might be 
tempted to give a price to secure a house 
which would not be a fair price. Whilst 
the Commissioner would not interfere — 
with legitimate traffic under this pro- — 
posal, he would be able to stand by and 
see that all dealings.were fair and square. — 
The proposal is made in the interests of 
the soldiers themselves, and I suggest that 
this provision, which is taken from the 
South Australian Act, should be adopted. 
Amendment agreed to. seks 
Senator NEWLAND ( South Australia) ae 
[3.43].—I ask whether it is possible here 
to introduce an amendment to prevent a 
borrower from having to pay - ‘transfer aoe 
fees, stamp duties, and so on. eee 
Senator MILLEN (New South Wales see 
Minister for Repatriation) ~[3.438]—_I. 
made an inquiry on this point, and I find — 
that the constitutional difficulty may be 
in the way, since stamp duties are im- 
posed by State laws. There is a doubt — 
as to whether we might not regard these 
things as Commonwealth instrumentali-_ 
ties, in which case they would — fees: 
State taxes. If that is not the true 
tion, merely stating in this Bill that ‘they 
are exempt, would not exempt them if we 
have no constitutional right to so deal 
with the matter. The subject has been 
under the consideration of , the Law 
Officers of the Crown, and they advise 
that if. these things are constitutionally — 
free from State taxes it is not necessary 
to include a provision to that effect in the — 
Bill, and if they are. not free, the inclu-— 
sion of such a provision would not help. 
us. 
Cllavise, as amended, agreed to. 
Clause So 


(3) ee the purposes of this section, mon 


against fire Tikk, or for water, sewerage — 


ay 


vance under this Act. 


Senator MILLEN (New South W: 
Minister for Repatriation) [3.45. 
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ip bin 


tor Fol ned oe ae es the ad 
ae visability — 


of widening the insurance 
to cover damage by tempest and flood. 


2 - In order to adopt that. idea, it will be 


necessary to insert a number of amend- 


| ments in this and pla pecs att clauses. L. 
es move— 


That the words “ against, fire risk ” he left 
out, with.a view to insert in lieu aida the 
words “as prescribed.” 


This amendment will enable the Commis- 
sioner to provide for any insurance that 
may be required. | 
Amendment agreed to. 
Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
Clause 37 agreed to. — e: 
Clauses 38 to 41 -consequentially 
amended and agreed to. 
Clause 42 agreed to. 
Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
Minister for Tense aaah) ‘LB. 50) —I 
LOve ss 
_ That the following new clause be inserted :— 
“42a. The Commissioner may acquire leases 
of Crown land in the Northern Territory or in 
the Territory for the Seat of Government, and 


may, subject to and for the purposes of this 
Act— 


quired; 
(e) sub-lease to any sligihle person who 
is not the owner of a dwelling-house 
within Australia or elsewhere land 
- go acquired; and 
{e) make an advance to any such eligible 
- person for the erection of a dwelling- 
house on land sub-leased under this 
- gection or on land in those Terri- 
- . tories, leased ” from the Crown by 
> that person.” 


matter forward, he suggested that ad- 
vances should be made available for 
leased lands. But I pointed out the great 
disability the Commonwealth would 
labour under if advances were authorized 
upon leased- lands, because if a lease were 
- forfeited there would be the risk of the 
security passing into hands other than 
those of the Commonwealth. In the case 
of Canberra-and the Northern Territory, 
however, forfeiture of leases would revert 
to the Commonwealth Government, and 


ie in the circumstances it seems only right, 
anda perfectly safe thing to do, to extend 


_ the provisions of this measure to euch 


ps, Drcensts, 1918.) 


_(e) erect a dwelling-house on land so ac 


have done with their own estates. 


Apes them. 
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Senator GRANT (New South Wales) : 
[3.52].—I move— o 


That the following words he added: io. paras 


- graph a of the proposed new clause— 


“but the minimum area of such allotment’ 
or block for each dwelling-house. oa not 
be less than 32 perches.” 


I am almost ashamed to suggest ee in | 


this case the minimum area upon which 
a dwelling-house may be erected shall not 
be less than 32-.perches. When we con- — 
sider that we have an area of 500,000 — 
square miles in the Northern Territory. 

and of 1,000 square miles at Canberra, it — 
should_not be necessary to instruct the 

Commissioner definitely that in no case — 
shall a dwelling-house be erected on am 
allotment of less than 32 perches. In 

view of the manner in which hous : 
are being erected on small areas in other 


parts of the Commonwealth, I believe 


the amendment is necessary. J do not 
propose to the Minister that he should — 
provide only for blocks of that area. 
The larger the blocks _are the better I 
shall like them. It is a scandal that — 


‘any amendment of this kind should be 


required in connexion with a place like — 
Canberra or the Northern Territory. 1 
wish to test the feeling of the Committee e 
by my amendment, so that at a later — 


stage, when I move for the recommittal ‘ 


of the Bill to insert a similar clau.e deal- — 
ing with freehold lands, honorable sena- 
tors will be in a Huson to see what they 
T have 
not the slightest faith in Commissioners 


- unless sonatas of a definite character i ig 
When Senator Ferricks first Sackeht this 


laid down for their guidat.ce. a 
Senator Miniten.—What would — you 
do if the local authorities at Canberra cub 
acre blocks into six allotments? . 4 

Senator GRANT.—I would not build 


Senator Mrzuen.—Then you would 
deny the returned soldiers the benefit, of 
this Act? 

Senator GRANT.—If the authorities 
at Canberra cut up acre blocks into six, — 
ten, or twenty allotments I would not 
build upon them. They should not per- 
mit buildings to be erected on such 
blocks. Senator Millen knows that it has — 
been necessary in all Local Government. 
Acts to lay down a regulation defining 
the size of. allotments for dwelling howe 
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in order to prevent land jobbers cutting 


up estates into blocks of unsuitable sizes. 


The Minister knows, also, that it has 


been necessary to resume large areas in 


In width. 


s ydney and suburbs to rectify grave mis- 
takes in the past by people who had no 
regard whatever for the welfare of our 
citizens. In the subdivision of Sydney 
and suburban blecks they provided long 
strios for streets and narrow frontages for 
allotments. On one occasion it was neces- 


gary to step in and take definite action. 


I think the late Sir George Reid was re- 
sponsible for the measure which provides 
that no street shall be less than 60 feet 
Up to the time that Act was 
passed owners of property were permitted 
to divide estates and allow widths of only 
30 feet or 40 feet for streets. The ten- 
dency everywhere, so far as I can gauge 
public ovinion, is to go in for town plan- 
ning and provide a minimum width for 
all streets. 

Senator Newnanp.—I te!l the honor- 


able senator that modern town planning 


provides for narrower streets. 
Senator GRANT.—In a case of that 
kind it is mandatory for the houses to 


stand a long way back from the street 
: alignment. 


~ When the streets are nar- 


row, and the houses built right up to the 


s 


footpath, a bad condition of affairs is 
produced, especially in a fairly warm cli- 
mate like that of Australia. The ten- 
dency is now for Local Government Acts 
to be so worded as to prevent houses be- 
ing erected on unsuitable blocks. ee 
less thera was some supervision, people 
would erect two or three houses where 
there is scarcely room for one. It is not 
sufficient to impose the rates on the land 
values only It is necessary to supple- 
ment that very excellent scheme of taxa- 
tion by other provisions, such as this one. 
a saw recent regulations forbidding the 

ection of cottages or two-storied houses 


| Sahat to each other. 


very well. 
- move a provision of this kind when we 


Serator Mriien.-They are municipal 
regulations, and what you are now pro- 
posing is a municipal matter. 

Senator GRANT.—We have no muni- 
cipality yet in Canberra, but we have a 


_ straight-out flat rate, a la Henry George, 


on land values there, with no gradua- 
tions or exemptions, which is working 
I am ashamed to have to 


Fe 


f 


\ 
aes 
om ek ety t. 
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are dealing: with land that schially A 
longs to the australian people, ag Can- — 
berra does. I hope the Commissioner 
will spend a large amount of the money 
placed at his disposal at Canberra, and 
that the Minister for Repatriation will 
also spend large sums-in that area. If 
Canberra was the property of a private 
individual, and he had money at his dis- 
posal as the Commonwealth has, he would 
not dream of expending a penny under 
the Repatriation Act except at Canberra. 

Senator Lt.-Colonel Botton.—Why not 
make the block a quarter of an acre? 

Senator. GRANT. — My amendment 
gives five blocks to the acre, I do not 
mind if it is made 1 or 5 acres; the 
larger, the better. I hope the Commis- 
sioner will regard this simply as the dead 
minimum. 

Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
Minister for Repatriation) [4.5].—The 
amendment is on all fours with one sub- 
mitted by Senator Grant some time ago, | 
and rejected by the Committee, with its 
usual intelligence. The only difference 
is that, on the former occasion the amend- __ 
ment applied to freehold land; now it — 
applies to leasehold. The cutting up of 
land into allotments is not affected or 
controlled by this Bill _No matter what — 
is placed in the Bill, people will go on 
cutting up allotments just as they are 
doing to-day, subject to municipal regu- 
lation. * 

Senator Grant.—Not in Canberra. d 

Senator MILLEN.—This Bill does not — 
control Canberra. The authorities who 
will control Canberra will establish their 
own policy, perhaps, directed from the 
Parliament. It might be correct to put 
this provision as an instruction into that 
Bill. If it is put into this Bill, it will 
simply mean telling the soldiers that we 
will not let them get the benefit of any 
land which is subdivided in the future as 
it has been in the past. The honorable) ae. 
senator has mo right to deprive any 
soldier of an opportunity of getting the ae 
benefit of the measure. pps 

' Senator GRANT (New South Wal oo 


[4.9]—The amendment referred to — by 
Senator Millen was found at an earlier Pale 
stage to be slightly out of place, and ook 
will come on later. It was ight b pe: 
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aay ired by the OComenesionce 
ment applies only to the. Northern Ter- 

ritory, Canberra, or any other Federal 
‘Territory. If the authorities at Can- 
berra are so short-sighted as to cut up 
the area there into microscopic blocks, 
I hope that not one penny of the money 
placed at the disposal of the Minister 
will be spent there. Does Senator Millen 
stand for the proposition that a man who 
has fought for Australia is not entitled 
to a block of at least 32 perches in area? 

Senator Mitten. — You do not insure 
him getting that. You simply say by 
your amendment that he shall not get the 
benefit of the Bill if the land is cut up 
into smaller blocks. 

Senator GRANT.—If I had my way I 
would put a definite instruction_in the 


Bill to the authorities who will cut up 


Canberra, to make no block less than 
32 perches in area. If they do, it 
will be their fault if they prevent the 
settlement of returned soldiers on that 
land. Senator Miullen’s arguments are 
most flimsy, and carry no weight any- 
where. I understood that Canberra was 
to be a thing of beauty and a joy for 
ever, but now I learn that there is a 
danger of our returned soldiers not’ going 


; : i Phere unless the authorities are allowed to’ 
cut the land up into small blocks, which 
_ will be a disgrace to the Commonwealth. 


Amendment of the proposed new clause 
negatived. 

Proposed new clause agreed to. 

Clauses 43 and 44 agreed to. 

Clause 45— 

aT 1) The Commissioner may, if requested so 516 
do by any prescribed authority or Department 
of Repatriation, provide a dwelling-house for 


the use of any totally or permanently incapaci- | 


ca Male ea ak 


Senator PRATTEN (Ne ew South Wales) 
[4.13 ].—Does sub-clause 1 include houses 
that may be rented at the option of the 
Commissioner ? 

Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
Minister for Repatriation) [4.14].—The 
effect of the clause would be the same if 
we had included the Repatriation Depart- 
ment as an eligible person. The Depart- 
ment is now under the necessity of pro- 
viding free homes for some of the more 
‘seriously incapacitated men, such, for in- 
ok mm paence as those who have ‘been blinded. - 
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mune amend- 4In that case the Departalont, rather Oe r 
buy or build for itself, will utilize the — 


machinery of this Bill, employing © the 
‘Commissioner to buy or build for it, the — 
Department being responsible for the pay- 
ments,<anstead of the individual for whom 
the house is being constructed. - : 
Senator SENIOR (South Australia) 
[4.15].—The principle is that those who 
want to buy a house and block must re- 
pay the money by instalments. What © 
will be the position of the widowed mother — 
of a soldier unable to make the payments — 
prescribed? ‘To all intents and purposes 
she becomes destitute. In other words, — 
she occupies exactly a similar position to — 
in the case of the incapacitated soldier, _ 
I wish to know whether provision is made 
in the Bill for meeting such cases in the 
same way as the case of the incapacitated : 
soldier is met? : 
Senator MILLEN (New South Wales 
Minister for Repatriation) [4.16]—I _ 
would point out to Senator Senior that, — 
in the case of the incapacitated soldier, © 
the Department provides him with a home > 
rent free. In the case of the widow, it 
does not do that. It provides her with a — 
fixed income, so that she is at liberty — 
either to rent a home from private owners, — 
er to take advantage of the provisions of i 
this Bill, | - 
Senator Lt.-Colonel BOLTON ie. : 
toria) [4.17].—I was not present when | 
clause 4 was dealt with, but I have in my © 
mind a class of case which I fear will — 
arise very frequently. I refer to the 
wife of a soldier who has deserted, and to — 
the unmarried wife of a soldier. There 
are many cases of that kind, in which — 
great hardship will be inflicted. These — 
women have no legal status under this 
Bill, and I desire to know whether some — 
provision cannot be made for them? 
Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— ~ 


‘Minister for Repatriation) [4.19]—I 


understand that Senator Bolton has raised 
the question of the de facto wife as 
against the legal wife of a soldier. This 
matter was mentioned on the motion for 
the second reading of the Bill, and I have — 
since looked into it. I must, however, say 
quite frankly that I am not able to put — 
forward any solution of the difficulty. — 
There is at the present time a case before : 


dier has left behind a widow, an aged 
“mother, and a de facto wife, There 
are numerous complications - of. this 
sort. Whilst many of these women 
“have been treated with a measure 
ef generosity by the Department, I 
de not know that we can do much 
for them under this Bill. It is idle 
to bring them within its scope, if their 
eireumstances will not enable them to 
ee, the payments that would be Dig 
a vedas of them. 

Senator Sxnror. inless Hie. pay- 
a ‘ments are made by the Hepnirianion De- 
partment, o 

- - Senator. MILLEN. —The pe gatient 
is not taking on that responsibility at the 
present time. It is doing what must be 


 yegarded as a fair thing by providing — 


ey these women with a fixed weekly income. 


ther than that within the limits of safety. 
: Clause agreed to. 
- Clause 46 — 

oy i the ‘Commissioner is satisfied that any pr o- 
: Cay vested in him under the Act is not im- 
mediately required for the purposes of this Act, 
he may sell or let the property at such price 
ar on such terms and conditions as he thinks 
Bt. 
é Senator It. Spalontel (’LOGHLIN (South 
Australia) [4.20|-—I would like to ask 


S Minister whether any provision is 


which land has been purchased and allot- 
ted to a soldier who has been unable to 
fulfil the conditions of purchase, with 
the result that the allotment has fallen 
back into the hands of the Commissioner. 
- Senator Miren. —This clause meets 
og such cases. 

Senator Lt.-Colonel O07 LOGHLIN.—In 
we die circumstances I have outlined, I pre- 
sume that the Commissioner ‘would be en- 
titled to dispose of the allotment to other 


e 


_ advanced upon it? 
Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
Minister for Repatriation) [4.21]—The 
; last. supposition of Senator O’Loghlin 
-was perfectly right. This clause will vest 
in the Commissioner power to lease or sell 
Jand to cee ok he may think fit. 


a ee 


bd 


at: 
f: 
o 
a 


a te: oo ee in. Gate a oe, sol- he will not b 
to sell to cviiate: a house in. 
- the purchase of which he may rece 
- application” from_ a soldier within a 


citizens either of land or property. JI — 


I do not think we ean go very much fur- _ 


contained in this measure for cases in 
Minister for Repatriation) [4.25].— 


~ Commissioner 


‘than a returned soldier, in order that he 
: might recover the money which had been 


ap take) 


weeks’ time. N evertheless, he ¢ 
must be in a ae aton to joie then ¢ or § 
them, as the state of the market suggests. 

Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 
[4.22].—It seems to me that this clause 
vests in the Commissioner power to sell. 


any gifts which may be made by patriotic 


should like to know whether that is so. | 

Senator Mitten.—It eter: upon the i 
terms of the gift. - 

Senator PRATTEN. We know that: 
all over Australia gifts have been made — 
to the Repatriation. Department. 

Senator Minren.—Only this poe 
I received a gift of £11,000. hie 

Senator PRATTEN, —Suppose | ‘that & 
gift were made by a patriotic citizen, 
specifically for the purpose of soldiers 
homes. Before such gift was acvepted br 
the Commissioner through the’ Depa 
ment, i assume that an ee 


a sitebhe: one, and whether it malas 
put. to the use for which the donor had 
made it. It would not be satisfactory 
donors if land given for the erection of - 
soldiers’. homes in a peraees local ty 


hecaise of its alleged ansuibabiiie 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wal 


me put another case. Suppose that som 
body presents-the Department with 
allotment of land worth £50 or £100 : 
the purposes of a soldier’s home under 
this Bill. Let us further suppose that tl 
advances. an addition: 
£600 for the erection of a home upo 
that allotment. If the man becomes a ¢ 
faulter, surely the Commisisoner mu 
have power to recover the amount wh 
he has advanced upon it? bie 
Senator PRATTEN (New South Wale 
[4.26].—The case put by the Minister 
not exactly that which I have in 
mind. If an allotment were given to. 
Department, I take it that the Depart 
ment would be morally bound to erect 
home upon it, or to let the giver k 
that it was useless for the fe 
which it had aa 1 giy n 


r Mitten. ay take 
would ‘do that. nee 
= Clause iste ta at Re 
Clauses 47 to 49 agreed to. 
Title agreed to. © 


‘it _ that | 


. pria) [4. 28]. —TI rose, sir, when you called 
upon clause 48, but you refused to see me. 
The CHAIRMAN (Senator Shannon). 
ek did not see the honorable senator. It 
is too late to call. my attention to the 
matter now. 
Senator Mituen,—I rend to move for 
2 Cas recommittal of certain clauses, and I 
‘ _ will include clause 48 to suit the otiveni- 
ence of Senator Bolton. 
- Senator Gmanr.—-Will. the honorable - 
2 aye also include clause 16? 
Senator Mrituew.—Not on your life. 
_ Bill reported with: amendments. 
Motion (by Senator eae agreed 


ae 


That so much of the Standing ‘al Seuelonal 
Orders be suspended as would prevent the Bill 
ane passed through all its stages without. 
ae 


- Motion (by Senator 


That the Bill be recommitted for the con- 


Mrutmy) pro- 


= _That after the word “ of”, line 3; ant ete 
clause 16 and ”* be iyuorted. 
Anocnsiead) 


Senator FERRICKS . 
aL 30].—In seconding the amendment, im 
hope the Minister will acquiesce in the 
_ reconsideration of clause 16. It will not. 
- eccupy more than ten minutes for Sena- 
tor Grant to state his case. 
> Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
Minister for Repatriation) [4.31].—I 
have gréat difficulty in believing that any 
debate upon this subject, at which Sena- 
tor Grant is present, can be terminated 
“in ten minutes. I suggest that it would 
be only an unnecessary consumption of 
time to hold a third debate upon the one 
pee during the same afternoon, 
Senator Grant—I take exception to 
. the expression of the Minister for Re- 
ee _ Patziation 
The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
ae —Order! _The honorable 


it 


oe i Menaior Lt.-Colonel BOLTON | (Wie~ 


“tin of a new clause 15, and the, recon-: 


¥ 


long as Senator Grant was present. 


eee eyes nea I will state’ a 
point of order, ‘Was Senator Millen im 
order in statin. | e 
Senator Mirrun.—I witideen: overy- a 


‘thing. 


Senator Granr.—Senator AGter ike: ’ 
use of a statement that there was no hope | 
of concluding a debate upon a proposal - ie 
of this character within ten minutes: 80 
take-exception to that because I can eee 
my statements as clearly, forcibly, and 
concisely as the Minister, If he was: a 
bit more reasonable—— oe 
The PRESIDENT.—Order! That. is ae 
not a point of order. ae 
‘Senator Grant.—I regard the remarks i 
of the Minister as a reflection upon my- — 
self, and I ask that they be withdrawn. 
The PRESIDENT.—-Words to which — 
exception is taken must be’ clearly offen- — 
sive before the presiding officer can Te- 
quest their withdrawal. Senator Millen, — 
as a matter of fact, may be taken to have _ 
been paying a tribute to Senator Grant's _ 
debating powers. Therefore, in those cir- 
cumstances, I cannot rule that the hon- oh 
orable senator. was out of order... 3 
Senator Grant.—Very well, sir, I will a 
accept the Minister’s withdrawal of = 
everything that he said. Bo 
Question—That the words pred i. 


be inserted be inserted—put. The Sen- — 
ate divided. re 
Ayes .. es Siues. es: 
Noes . a 
(Majority: <2 oe aw . 
ye AYES, eee 
' Barker, S. Needham, pie 
Ferricks, M. A. O’Loghlin, Lt-elonel 
Guthrie, R. S. . 
Maughan, W. J. RB. Teller : 
McDougall, A. Grant, J. 
‘ Nogs. 
Bakhap, T. J. K. O’Keefe, D, ce 
Bolton, Lt.-Colonel Pearce, G. F.. 
de Largie, H. Pratten, H, B.. 
Earle, = Reid, M, : 
Fairbairn, G, Rowell, Golgaal: ; 
~Foll, H. 8. Russell, BK, J. g 
Guy, J. Senior, W, eee 
Keating, J. H. | Shannon, J. wo. 
Millen, oy Dey ‘ Teller : By ert 
Newland, J. Plain, Ww. 


Question so resolved in the negative, 
Amendment na eater mens 
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Senator GRANT (New South Wales) 


[4.39]—I move— 
That the words “clause 48” be left out—— 


The PRESIDENT.—Order! The 
honorable senator is not entitled to move 
a further amendment. ‘He has lost his 
right to do so by having already moved 
an amendment to the same motion. 

Senator McDOUGALL (New South 
Wales) [4.40].—I move— 

That all the words after “ clause 15 ” be left 

out. 
I do not believe in opportunities being 
given to go back over the Bill in circum- 
stances such as this. If honorable sena- 
tors are not prepared to attend to their 
duties, they should not ask for concessions 
of this character. 

Question—That the words proposed to 


_ be left out be left out—put. The Senate 
divided. 
Ayes .. = Seno 
Noes). 456 .. 22 
Majority .. kee 
N AYES. 
Barker, S. Needham, E. * 
PARPOND al. 2), 
Maughan, W. J. R. Telter: 
McDougall, A. Ferricks, M. A. 
| NoEs. 
Bakhap, T. J. K. Pearce, G, F. 
Bolton, Lt.-Colonel Plain, W. 
Earle, J. e | Pratten, H. E. 
_ Fairbairn, G. Reid, M. a 
Foie: S: Rowell, Colonel 
_ Guthrie, R. S. Russell, E. J. 
Guy, oe Senior, W. 
| rege J. H. Shannon, J. W. 
Millen, E. D. Thomas, J. 
‘Newland, J. 
 O’Keefe, 'D, J. Teller: 


O’Loghlin, Lt.-Colonel !de Largie, H. 


Question so resolved in the negative. 

Amendment negatived. 

Original question resolved in the affirm- 
ative. 


In Bommitiiee (Recommittal) : 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
Minister for Repatriation) [4.45].—The 
Committee will remember that at an 
earlier stage of the proceedings, conse- 
quent upon some representations which 
I think came from both sides, it was 
agreed to delete clause 15, which placed 
the whole staff of the Commissioner under 


[SENATE.] 


-under the 


‘proposed new clause. 


the Public Serie ae ed eS hen aa ee 
mated that I would bring forward some 
alternative proposal for consideration, Lance 
have here a new clause, which, although 
rather long, in effect places ‘the staff 
Commissioner in the same 
position as the staff provided for under 

the Repatriation Act. The Commissioner - 


will have the responsibility of selecting, — 


appointing, and dismissing his officers. 

That is all contained in a few lines, and 

the bulk of the clause is a necessary pro- 

vision to meet the-case of a number of _ 
present public servants whose services 

may be required by the Commissioner 

temporarily or permanently. I move— 


That the followng new clause be inserted :— 

‘15,.(1) The Commissioner may appoint 
such officers to assist in the execution~of this 
Act as he thinks necessary. } 

(2) Officers employed under this Act shall 
not be subject to the Commonwealth Public 
Service Act 1902-1917, and shall hold office 
during pleasure only. | 

(3) The salaries and eilownntees 3 officers 
employed under this. Act shall be payable out 
of moneys standing to the credit of the War 
Service Homes Trust Account. 

(4) An officer of the ‘Detaonyventty Publie 
Service or of the Public Service of a State — 
who becomes an officer under this Act shall 
retain all his existing and accruing rights. 

(5) An officer of the Commonwealth Public 
Service who becomes an officer under this Act 
shall not thereby be required to resign from 
the Commonwealth Public Service but may be 
granted leave of absence for the period of his — 
employment under this Act, and the period 
of leave so granted shall for all purposes be 
included as part of the officer’s period of {ae 
service. eee 

(6) Upon the termination of the employ- Meas. 
ment under this Act of any such officer, who 
has not been dismissed for misconduct, he 
shall be entitled to re-appointment to a posi- is 
tion in the Commonwealth Public Service 
with such advancement in status and salary, a 
beyond those held and received by him in that - 
Service immediately prior to his appointment 
under this Act, as the Public Service Com- 
missioner in the circumstances thinks just. a 

(7) In determining the status and salary to 
which ‘the officer shall be advanced, the Public 4 
Service Commissioner shall take into con- (shee 
sideration the time (if any) which the officer © aes 
served as an Australian soldier and the period 
ie his service as an officer employed under this — a se 

ct he. - 

Senator McDOUGALL (New South Bei 
Wales) [4.47]—I am opposed to the vais 

IT prefer the clause ae Se 
which was negatived by the Committee. 
The Minister is now proposing the ap- __ 


pointment of a new Commonwealth « 


ae ee War Service 


the professional, 


[18 Decemszr, 1918. | 
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in connexion with which it will be pos- 


sible for the Commonwealth Government 
as an employer to evade their proper 
duty. There will be on the staff men of 
clerical, and other 
divisions, who will desire to come under 


the provisions of the Public Service Act. 


in the same way as officers employed in 
other Departments, and they will be un- 
able to do-so. 


wealth Government, who have to be fined 
to compel them to obey awards of the 
Court and pay fair wages. 
new clause will give the Government an- 
other Commonwealth Department, in 
which it will be possible for the Commis- 


- sioner as the employer to evade his just 


_ obligation to those whom he will employ. 


a : 


_departure. 
the party on the other side that the new 


Senator GRANT (New South Wales) 


- [4.50].—This new Department will have 


at its disposal the expenditure of an enor- 
mous sum of money. No doubt the Com- 
missioner and his staff will be provided 


with elaborately-furnished and palatial 
offices. 
tain officers to retain whatever privileges . 
they now possess under the Public Ser- 
vice Act, while the other employees of 
4 thie Department are to be treated as out- 


Provision is made to enable: cer- 


easts. Why should those who will be 
doing the actual work of the Department 
be treated differently from other officers? 


The clause which has been negatived 


would give the Commissioner the power 


of control over the staff which is exer- 


cised by the heads of Departments under 


the. Public Service Act, and the Minister 


has given no reason for this proposed 
It may have been settled by 


elause is to pass, but the Minister should 
give us the reasons underlying the pro- 
posal. If this Department is to do any 
work, and is not, like the Institute of 
Science and Industry, to sit here in Mel- 
bourne trying to catch blowflies in 


Queensland and to eradicate the prickly- 
pears in that State without doing very 
much work, a large staff will be required. 
atta & protest apainst the proposed departure, 
ays and hope the Committee will not agree 


ae 


I object to this proposed. 
method of employment by the Common- 


The proposed. 


Minister for 


Senator MILLEN (New Sas Walesa 
Repatriation) [4.53].—I 
did not explain the purpose of the new 
clause, because, as honorable senators will 
bear me out, there was a discussion on it — 
earlier in the day. If Senator Grant 


wishes to know the reason for its intro- 


duction, I niay inform him that in dis- 


cussing the clause which has been nega- 


tived Senator Fairbairn took the point j 


that the scheme which will be established 


under this Bill will, unless something 
unforeseen happens, become exhausted by 
the effluxion of time, when the soldiers’ 
needs in this direction have been met. 


It was therefore considered undesirable 


that there should be a considerable num-— 
ber of permanent employees under the 
Public Service Act on the staff whom it 
might be necessary later on to dismiss. 
Another reason for the new clause was 
that brought forward by Senator Bolton, — 


who urged that a freer opportunity would 


be given to employ returned soldiers in 
forming the staff if the Commissioner 


, were not tied down to the provisions of 


= 


the Public Service Act. I understand 


that for those reasons it was generally 


agreed that a provision such as that con 
tained in 
adopted, and I-hope that honorable sena- 
tors will allow the proposed new clause to 
go through. 

Senator McDOUGALL (New 
Wales) [4.55]—We passed a Bill the © 


other day to meet the difficulty suggested = 


_by Senator Bolton, and in my view there 


was little force 


Under the clause which was negatived, 
all persons employed by the Commis- 


sioner were to be subject to the Pub- S 


lic Service Act, and the Commissioner, in 
relation to the persons employed by him, : 
was to have all the powers of a permanent 
head and chief officer within the mean- — 
ing of the Public Service Act. 
tinctly prefer that clauss to the new 
clause which has now been propesed, end 


which will give the Commonwealth Go- ey 
vernment ancther opportunity to evade 


the provisions of the law in respect of per- 
sons employed by them. We are to have — 
under consideration shortly a Bill which ~ 
in this respect proposes to anticipate 


the néw clause should be ~— 
South 


in the reason for an 
amendment given by Senator Fairbairn. — 


T dis- 


the es of a Court, bub 1 would 
- not be permitted to refer to that measure 
at length. This will give the Government 
_ another loophole to evade awards of the 
_ Arbitration Court, and I hope it will be 
_ Tejected.. 
- Senator FERRICKS ‘acehelnud) 
ra 57|.—One of the reasons stressed by 
Senators Fairbairn, Foll, and Bolton for 
- the deletion of clause 15 as originally in- 
troduced has not been mentioned. They 
‘stressed the danger of an ‘abnormal in- 
-erease of the Commonwealth Public Ser- 
vice. It is now proposed that the 
men engaged by the Commissioner 
Bre not to be subject to the pro- 
visions of the Public Service Act, but 
‘they will not be any the less public ser- 
vants. JI mention this in reply to those 
who object to an army of public servants. 
_ There are many who object to the growth 
of the Public Service of the Common- 
wealth, but they forget that the functions 
Or the Commonwealth 
: yearly i increasing, and the number of pub- 
lic servants must be expected to increase 
_ proportionately. 
_ With regard to the suggested hetesorn ey 
eharacter of this sub-Department, let me 
-remind honorable senators that, when the 
applications from the first batch of appli- 


 cants are dealt with, we shall be com- 


_ mitted under this measure for a period 
_ of thirty-seven years, and there is nothing 
_ very temporary about that. M fany of the 
returned soldiers will have to wait their 
_ opportunity to select sites, and, as time 
_ goes on, applications will continue to 

eome in under this Bill, each probably 


committing us to a further period of 


thirty-seven years. That is too far ahead 
to anticipate the probability of a num- 


ber of unemployed public servants. I. 


hope that long before that time the grow- 
ing needs of the country will have created 

a demand for many more civil workers 
than the number who will be emploved 
under this Pill. The Minister, in giving 
the main reason for the original clause, 
said that if the principle adopted in con- 
nexion with the Repatriation Department 
__ were followed, it was possible that in the 

‘appointment of officers jealousies, cliques, 
_ and favoritism might creep in. TI am 
sorry to have to admit that it is generally 
_ believed that in some centres of activity 


Sis of the feta aa head ct those un-— 


sioner, but as this is a matter dealing A 


Government are - 


Wales) [5.3].—I- desire to point out thab 


“spectors to carry out the work satisfao- 
- torily.. Senator Fairbairn is getting away 


eae infusion’ are cites ‘onsen a = 
There is a current belief in Brisbane thas __ 
little cliques and coteries have been estab- — 
lished in connexion with the branch 1h 
the Repatriation Department there, and 
no one outside the charmed cirele is 
given even a look in. “a 

Senator Sznron.—I thought the honges J | 
able senator was suggesting this morning — 
that the State machinery could be eee in a 
connexion with this matter. 

Senator FERRICKS.—I asked a ques- 
tion of the Minister this morning, but he — 
did not give a definite answer. He said 
that under the provisions of the Bill it | 
would be possible for the Department to 
make some arrangement with the-States. 

In States where no such machinery is— 
likely to be availed of this would not 
apply, and thé soldiers employed in this 
sub-Department would not be under the 
control of the Public. Service Commis- 


essentially with the welfare of returned 
soldiers, it should not matter. Any ob- 
stacles in the way of employing returned 
soldiers should be removed. 

Senator Lt.-Colonel Botron.—But you 
are agreed, then, that there are difficulties — 


‘in the way of ‘soldiers getting into he, 


Public Service ? i 

Senator FERRICKS.—I dare s say 
there are, but if such difficulties exis 
the provision should be made more elastie 
in a Department like this. I hope th 
Senator McDougall will continue his op- 
position to the proposed new clause, as 
am afraid it is likely to lead. to trouble ‘ 
in the future. * 


Senator McDOUGALL (New Soum 


unless the Department is under the Pub- 
lic Service Commissioner it will be neces- 
sary probably to appoint a- staff of in- 


from his former argument. This new 
Department will increase the number | 
civil servants, not in the Tsignary fu ‘ 
but at once. a 
-Question—That the proposed — 
clause be agreed te—put. The | 
mittee divided. ore te 


: aS 


War Service = {18 Duoxunrn, 1918.] Homes Bill, 


‘Bakhap, T. J. K. Pearce, G. F. 

Bolton, Lt.-Colonel Reid, M. 
Earle, J. Rowell, Colonel 

Fairbairn, G. | Russell, BE. J. 

Foll, H. S. Senior, W. é 
Guthrie, R. 8S. Shannon, J. W. 
Keating, J. H. _ Teller: 
~Millen, E. D. -|de Largie, H. 

Newland, J. 

NOES. 
Barker, S. Needham, E. 


Ferricks, M. A. 
Gardiner, A. 

Grant, J. pris 

Guy, J. | 

Maughan, W. J. R. 


O’Keefe, D, J. 
O’Loghlin, Lt.-Colonel 
Thomas, J. ue 
— Peller: - - 
McDougall, A. 


Question so resolved in the affirmative. 
Proposed new clause agreed. to. 
Clause 48— 7 | 


(1) The Commissioner may, with the con- 
- gent of the Governor-General, arrange with any 
- State Savings Bank or any prescribed institu- 
- tion, to provide homes for or make advances to 
eligible persons upon such terms and conditions 
- as are agreed between the Commissioner and the 
- bank or institution. - 

(2) Particulars of every such arrangement 
shall be laid before both Houses of the Parlia- 


ment within thirty days after the making of - 
~ the arrangement, or, if the Parliament is not, 
then sitting, within thirty days after the next 
meeting of the Parliament. 


-- Senator Lt.-Colonel BOLTON (Vie- 
toria) {5.8].—This clause provides that 


the Commissioner may delegate to a State 


Savings Bank or other financial institu- 


'. tions, such as building societies, the 
special work of providing homes. When 


_ the repatriation scheme was initiated it 
was stated that the Lands Departments 
of the various States had all the neces- 
sary machinery to give effect to a policy 
of land settlement. I am not quite 
clear as to how this clause will operate, 


and I should like some assurance from 


the Minister that better results are likely 
to accrue than have been experienced in 
the land settlement schemes under the 
State machinery. | 
: Senator MILLEN (New South Wales 
_ -—Minister for Repatriation) [5.10]—I do 

not think it is difficult to give that aa- 
surance, as the position with regard to 

_ this clause would be entirely different. 


Land settlement is dealt with by the. 


Lands Departments of the various States, 


_- and under State laws; but under this 


_ him. 
applicant whether he deals 
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% tween the Commissioner and a State fixe 
_ Ings Bank, it will be an agreement under — 


which the -Commonwealth Government 
will be finding the money and the State 
Savings Bank will be doing the work, 
exactly as the Commissioner himself 
would do if the machinery were at his 
disposal. In order to avoid creating his 
own staff, the Commissioner will be em-— 
powered. to arrange with the State Sav- _ 
ings Bank to do this particular work for 
It. will make no difference to an 
licant with the 
Commissioner direct or if he approaches _ 
a State Savings Bank. The same prin- — 
ciple will apply, and the same terms will — 
be available. The object is to avoid the 
creation of a special organization. : 


Senator FOLL (Queensland) [5.12].— — 
In view of the explanation just made by 
the Minister, I would like to know whe- 
ther he can give us an assurance that in 


cases where it is possible for the work to 


be done through the Commonwealth Bank _ 
that course will be adopted instead: of in- 
curring an extra charge by making use 
of State institutions, SG cas 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— — 
Minister for Repatriation) [5.13].—I do 
hot think it makes much difference which — 
agency is employed, except that the State — 
Savings Bank will probably be able to do _ 
the work much cheaper. It would not be 
advisable to have both Commonwealth and 
State Banks doing the same class of work — 
in some places, because applicants would 


not know which institution to apply to. 


Then, again, we are confronted with this 
difficulty: The Commonwealth Bank has — 
only a limited number of branches, though — 
it has agencies at all places throughout 
the Commonwealth, and it has not avail-. 
able to it the machinery necessary for this — 
class of work. The State Savings Banks 

on the other hand have their own valuers, 


_ architects, and men experienced in the — 


working of the Crédit Foncier system, and — 
unless we utilize their services we shall 
have to create all this new machinery. — 
That would take time, and I think it is — 
advisable that we should avail ourselves — 
of their services. I urge the Committee - 
to adopt the clause as a much more — 
economical method, and one which would — 
remove the obligation which would — 
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otherwise rest upon us to create our own 
staffs throughout Australia. ; 

Clause agreed to. 

Bill reported with a further snd: 
ment; reports adopted. 

Bill read a third time. 


DECEASED SOLDIERS’ ESTATES 
| BILL. 


Sreconp READING. 


Senator PEARCE (Western Australia 
—Minister for Defence) [5.15]—I 
move— 


_ That this Bill be now read a second time. 
- There “is 
measure. It is merely a legal and 
_ technical method of simplifying the pro- 
cedure in dealing with the military estates 
of deceased soldiers. It does not touch 
the private estate of a soldier, which will 
still be dealt with by the ordinary State 
laws. There is what may be technically 
termed a military estate. A soldier on 
active service has a kit, in which he may 
carry from time to time articles of some 
intrinsic or sentimental value. When he 
goes to the Front his kit is stored in 
military custody. It is open to military 
inspection, and he carries these things 
only with the consent of the military 
- authority. Certain payments are made 
to him direct; some may be made to his 
_ dependants, and others, such as the de- 
ferred pay, are kept in suspense. On the 
death of a soldier on active service, it is 
the practice in the United Kingdom to 
deal with his military estate by a different 
law from that which deals with his civil 
or private estate. We have never had 
such a law in the Commonwealth. The 
civil or State laws are administered by 
the Curators of Estates. It can be easily 
seen that, in the circumstances in, which 
our soldiers have gone away to the various 
theatres of war, 
and irritation may be caused by the 
operation of different sets of laws. For 
instance, a soldier’s kit may be in Europe 
CO England, and the personal effects that 
he has with him on active service are there 
also. He may have some portion of his 


money with him, whereas his deferred pay 


2 is here; and it may happen, also, that he 


[SENATE. ] 


‘has ailatied some other portion of his pay 


no policy involved in this 


considerable difficulty . 


_ Bstates Bale gS 


NS 


here. We have been carrying on under 
the law of the United Kingdom so far as” 
effects outside Australia are concerned. 
That law is called the Imperial Regi- — 
mental Debts Act, and deals solely with 
military estates. It provides that Curators: 
of Intestate Estates may intervene as re- — 
gards the property of a deceased soldier 
only when requested by the Committee of 
Adjustment, the Paymaster, or the Sec- 
retary of State, so to do, and must admin- 
ister the property in accordance with the 
principles laid down in the Regimental 
Debts Act, and, subject thereto, according 
to the law regulating his office, indepen- 
dently of the Act. Any surplus in his 
hands must be remitted by him to the 
person carrying out the duties of Seere- 
tary of State, to be dealt with in accord- 
ance with the Act. There has been some 
doubt whether, legally, the Imperial Act — 
applies to the Australian Forces, although, 
up to the present, it has been-assumed that 
it does, and action has been taken under ira 
it accordingly. asad 
Senator Baxnap.—Has it any relations a 
to the Army Act? ict 
Senator PEARCE.—It has. It hinges — 
partly on it. But there is a doubt, be- 
cause we have legislated by means of Our Na 
Defence Act under our defence powers 
in the Constitution. At the same time, — 
we apply the Army Act to our Forces — 
overseas, with certain exceptions, and — 
therein lies the doubt. It is in order to — 
remove those doubts, and simplify the 
procedure in the distribution of soldiers’ 
estates, and more adequately to protect the 
Commonwealth, that this Bill has been 
introduced. The Commonwealth might 
find itself landed in a very large responsi- 
bility if we were acting illegally, and if _ 
it were claimed that any of these moneys 
had been wrongfully distributed. The — 
Bill, like the Regimental Debts Act, ap-— 
plies only to military estates, and "does ! 
not concern itself with the civil estate 0m 
a soldier. It applies to all military 
estates of members of the Forces killed or 
dying while on war service, or within 
three months from the date of di he : 


vA | 1 lire oy 


= 
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remembered how widespread and: various 
are the conditions under which our Forces 
have been operating. A “military estate” 
is defined as follows:—(1) Pay, allow- 
ances, or other money due to a member by 
the Commonwealth; and (2) Personal 
- property or effects in the care, control, or 
eustody of the military authorities at the 
time of the death of the member, or which 
come into such care, control or custody 
after the death of the member. Thus, a 
member of the Forces may have certain 
valuables in his clothes at the time he is 
killed. These come into the control of the 
military authorities, and, therefore, con- 
stitute part of his military estate. 
Senator Mavexuan.—Does this 
operate in regard to sailors? 
Senator PEARCE.—No. That point 
is being considered at present, and I am 
sorry we were not able to come to a de- 
termination in time for this Bill. It is 
thought that possibly the same require- 
ment is not present in the case of the 
Navy, because it is not quite on all fours 
with the Army. The Navy, it will be 
remembered, was placed absolutely under 
the British Admiralty, without any reser- 
vation whatever. In this Bill, provision 


Bill 


ig made for the disposal of the military 
estate of a deceased soldier in one of three 


ways. lt may be disposed to his personal 


representative, of which there is a record 


. which the soldier himself makes, or to 


any person beneficially entitled, or to 
such person or class of persons as are 
prescribed. This provision renders pos- 
sible somewhat greater elasticity in the 
_ disposal of soldiers’ estates than obtains 
- at present, and so permits of justice being 
done in cases where at present some diffi- 
culty is being experienced. Let me give 
an instance. It may be that the father 
of a soldier is dissolute and has done 
and is doing nothing for the care or sus- 
tenance of the family. The mother may 
have had the whole responsibility of the 
rearing and maintenance of the family 
on her hands; yet it may be that, under 
some law of one of the States, on the 


he death of the soldier his estate would pass, 


not to the mother, but to the father. 


meg That is why we take power to prescribe in 


‘ie sueh cases to whom the estate shall pass. 


[18 Dscemper, 1918.] 


easily see how necessary this is when it is 


_ make. 


liability under the State law by 


Estates Bill. 


- 


The Bill also provides that distribution 3 


in pursuance of the Act operates as a 
discharge of the Commonwealth from lia- 


from liability as regards the disposition 
of estates in pursuance of this Act, and 
also as regards past dispositions that have 
been made in accordance with the Im- 
perial Regimental Debts Act. That pro- 
vision validates what we have done. As 


this Act is for the protection of the bene. 


ficiaries of the soldier, and insures that 


they get their just due, it is necessary that — 
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bility, and it exempts the Commonwealth — 


in passing such an Act and taking a lia-- 


bility on ourselves we should protect the — 


Commonwealth, where a mistake may 
have been made, or where even a wrong 


may have been done, against action for 
damages. 


Clause 7 exempts the Com- 


monwealth Government from any liability — 


as regards the disposal of money which — 
is paid to the Curator of Intestate Es- 
Take the case 


tates for administration. 
of an intestate estate where we have not 
nroved a will. 


to the Curator of Intestate Estates of a 


State, and he, acting in good faith, may _ 


make such distribution as the law of his 
State in his 


He may, however, 


act wronely or 
unwisely, oe 


We may pay that money 


judgment requires him to 


although in good faith, and it 


iS Necessary that, having discharged our 


handing 
to him—where we have no other means of 
dealing with the estate—such amounts ag 


this Bill authorizes us to pay, we should © 
protect ourselves from liability for his 


action. 


Senator Colonel Rowrti.—Does this 


apply only to 
a will? : a 
Senator PEARCE.—No. It applies 


where they have made a will, but we 
must act in conformity with that will. 
by which we give © 


This is the machinerv 
effect. to the will, but we have to con- 
template at the same time cases where 


there is no will and where we cannot for — 


If. 


some time locate the beneficiary. — 
there is a will we utilize the machinery 
of the State to give effect to it. If the 
machinery of the State requires that the 


money shall be paid to the Curator of ‘ 


Intestate Estates we may do it that way; 


soldiers who have not made 


but this Bill will give us the power to 


pay direct. There is considerable ad- 


vantage in that, because one case has 


been Raeeke undér my ‘notice where a 


amongst a family of brothers and sisters. 
They happened to be scattered over three 
‘States, and the fees that would have had 
to be paid in order to enable that dis- 
tribution to take place amounted to half 
| Ry amount the beneficiaries were entitled 
to receive. 
that sort of thing if we can, and under 


this Bill we shall be able to lay down. 
such regulations as will entitle us to pay 


direct and avoid the payment of these 
fees altogether. But there will probably 
_ be @ class of case in which we shall have 
to pay this money to the Curator of In- 
testate Estates within a State, 
Public Trustee. It may happen that, 
after that has been done, the Curator of 
‘ oe Estates, or the Public Trustes, 
as the case may be, 3 may not be able. to 
locate any beneficiaries. In that case we 

| take power under this Bill to call upon 
: ak to repay the amount. to the Common- 
wealth Government. Under the ordinary 
State law it would find its way into the 
‘State revenue. Obviously, if the amount 
fs not claimed by the beneficiaries, it 
should 
wealth. Where it is so returned. we pro- 
pose. to pay the amount into the Repa- 


the benefit of the fellow soldiers of the 
deceased. , 


‘hen we make provision for. the dis- 
posal of the medals and decorations of a 
deceased soldier. That, I. think, is ne- 
eessary, because we wish to make sure 
that those medals and decorations of 
_ -konour—for that is what they are+shall 
mot find their way into the pawnshops or 
_ the second-hand shops of this country, but 
_imto the hands of those who will value 
a - them for the sake of the men who have 

- fallen. ‘We have had before us many 

eases which may appear to some persons 
‘ “to. be of small moment, but which, to the 

_ -~persons who are interested in the winding 

up _-of these estates, caused considerable 

trritation. We desire to simplify the pro- 

| hae by which persons may get these 
| estates wound up, wipe out the unneces- 
gary .payment of fees, and insure that the 
right people shall get the money. In 
erder that we may do this, the Govern- 
ment must have a responsibility in the 
matter, 
ja Senator Pearce, 


thas responsibility. As he 


small amount was left to be distributed tors will see, there is no impor 


It is obviously wise to avoid 


or the- 


debate. 


be returned to the Commion-. 
an explanation, which will, no doubt, | 


-triation Fund, so that it shall be used for. 


--week’s discussion in this chamber upon 


will have the effect of keeping — 


and this Due will give ge 


ciple involved in the Bill. In it } 
following closely on the lines of the Re 
mental Debts Act of the United Ki: Se 2 
dom. I ask the Senate to proceed with 

the debate upon the second reading of — 
the Bill, because the measure is an 
urgent one which must be passed before 
we rise, as there are a number of estates 
now awaiting adjustment. The Bill will 
therefore, afford to a number of per- 
sons, to whom the few pounds which have 
been left to them are of importance, : a con- ; 
siderable r measure of relief. oe ; 


Wales) 15, 34), —Having jose " eae 

the Bill, and having listened attentively to 
the speech delivered by the.Minister ‘for 
Defence (Senator Pearce), I do not in-— 
tend to ask for an adjournment of’ this. 
Instead, i am going to. assist in 


sible expedition, because I ‘regard iB as. 
a very necessary measure. It is a vali- 
dating Bill which-is designed to deal wi 
the estates of deceased soldiers. Tt dc 


by which I salt in Coatatbans requ e 


forthcoming. 1 am sorry. that the mea 
sure does not extend to the Navy, because 
T think that our sailors should be afford 
the same protection as it is proposed “t 
accord to our soldiers. But I am satis 

fied that this defect will be remedied at 
a very early date. One of the clauses of 
the Bill which will vest extraordinay 
powers in the Minister-is that which re 
lates to the distribution of the medals and 
decorations of a deceased soldier. When 
we reach Committee I shall want to know 
how the Minister intends to dispose 
these medals and decorations. I recollec 
that some time ago, although we had «# 


the question of the disposal of soldie 
medals, we could not arrive at any de 
cision, the result being that the — 
relating to it was dropped. I am q 
in favour of the taking of any steps w 


medals and decorations out of the 
shop. In this connexion, I would 
that they should be purchase: nd | 
by the Government. I should Ii 

know wove ‘machinery 


made. 


Deceased Solaire 
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Bill to prevent these eo and Sok 


tions getting into the hands of people who 
will not value them. I repeat that I am 

sorry that our sailors are not included 

within the provisions of the measure. 
ae resolved in the affirmative. 
Bill read a second time. . 

In Committee: 


Clauses 1 to 6 apreed to. 


Clause 7 (Payments to Curator of In- 


_testate Estates or Public Trustee). 

- Senator MAUGHAN (Queensland) 
{5.39].—Have representations been made 
to the State Governments with a view to 
ascertaining whether the Curators of TIn- 
testate Estates and the Public Trustees 
in the different States will co-operate with 


the Devartment in giving effect to the 
ee Bags of this Bill? 
Senator PEARCE (Western Australia 


= Minister for Defence) [5.40].—I cannot 
_ gay that any representations have been 


been co-operating with the Curators of 
Intestate Estates in the various States for 
some time, so that I do not anticipate 
any trouble in that regard. The Bill 
has not been brought forward as a re- 


oe upon any State. 


Clause agreed ‘to. 

Clauses 8 to 10 agreed to. 

Clause 11— ca 

The medals of a deceased member, which 
sate not bequeathed to some specified person 
by will, shall be delivered to such person as 


the Minister, or a person thereto authorized 
' im writing by the Minister, approves. — 


Senator McDOUGALL (New South 


Wales) [5.41].—I desire an explanation 
as to how this clause will operate. The 


- Minister has said that it is designed to 


keep medals and military decorations out 
of pawnshops and second-hand shops. I 
desire to know whether in the event of. 
medals or decorations being bequeathed 
by will to some person whom the Minister 
does not. think is a fit person to have 
the custody of them, this clause will em- 


power him to interfere with their dis-- 


position? 
Bank Senator PEARCE (Western Australia 
_ -—Minister for Defence) [5.42]. — I 


would remind Senator McDougall and 


Coe the Committee that since the “Military” 
Decorations Bill was discussed here, we . 


. ahere: amended. the Defence Act in a direc- 


effects. 


estate. 


But, as a matter of fact, we have 


‘ bestowed upon some museum, 


tion which penalizes those a eke be aes 
medals or military decorations. So that 
what we attempted to achieve in that Bill 
and failed to accomplish owing to the 
loquacity of certain opponents of it, has 
been achieved through the Defence Act. 


~ But this clause is intended to enable the 


Minister—where a medal has not been ~ 
bequeathed by will—to direct its bestowal 
upon some person, or it may be, upon — 
some publi institution. For example, it 
may happen that a soldier who dies has 
not- made a will, and that he possesses — 
certain military decorations. There may 
be somebody who, in ordinary circum- 
stances, would be entitled to receive his 
In that event the Minister would — 
approve of that person receiving his — 
medal and decorations as well as his 
Upon the other hand it may — 
happen that the deceased soldier, having — 
left no will, the person who would come 
into his estate may, for some reason — 
or ether, be totally unfit to. receive his 
medal and military decorations. In such — 
circumstances the Minister may direct 
that his medals and decorations shall be 
or ars 
gallery, or public library. This power _ 
is to be given to the Minister in order to _ 
prevent such medals and decorations fall- 
ing into the hands of persons who will 


not value them, and whose possession of 


them would be objectionable to the soldier 
himself if he were alive. The intention 
is that the clause shall be at 
in that way. = 
Senator McDOUGALL (New Bone 
Wales) [5.44].—My reading of the clause — 
is that it gives power to the Minister to . 
dispose of a deceased soldier’s medal and 
decorations to persons other than those — 
to whom they have been bequeathed. 
Senator Prarcn.—Just the opposite. 
Senator McDOUGALL.—If a deceased 


soldier does not bequeath his medal and 
decorations to any person, he may have 


a relative, and under this provision the | 
Minister will have power to say whether — 
that person shall be authorized to receive : 
them. 
Senator Prarcx. That is right. | 
Senator McDOUGALL.—If a soldier — 
dies intestate, ard if his father, brother, 


a 
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or other relative is, in the opinion of the 
Minister, not a fit person to receive his 
medal and military decorations, the Min- 
ister may authorize some other person to 
receive them. That is the portion to 
which I object. If it were provided 
that these decorations could be diverted 
to some institution I would not have so 
much objection. But under this clause 
power.is given to the Minister to award 
the medal to some person who may be 
- quite unrelated to the deceased soldier, 
and to whom that medal would not have 
been given had the dead man stated in 
his will where it should go. The prin- 
ciple in the clause is wrong. _ 


Senator Pzarce.—It might be a rela- 
tive of the soldier—his mother or his 
father, some near member of his family— 
_ but to whom he had not specifically be- 
queathed the decoration. . 


- Senator McDOUGALL.—I think, at 
any rate, that provision should be made 
that if the person who might have been 
given the medal is not, in the opinion of 
the Minister, a fit and proper person to 
receive it, the decoration should be 
awarded to some institution, or in some 
similar way disposed of. 
Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 
_ [5.47].—If there were some similar pro- 
vision in any British enactment there 
would be more reason for the retention of 
_ this clause in the Bill. But the Com- 
mittee has not been informed whether 
such is the case. If a soldier has won 
_a decoration aud has subsequently died, 
it should be a principle that that reward 
should be retained in his family—all 
other things being equal. I do not see any 
reason for interference by the military 
_ authorities in the matter at all. 


Senator PEARCE (Western Australia— 
Minister for Defence) [5.48]. — If the 
soldier had bequeathed his effects to any 
one, a medal or other decoration would 
naturally follow in that direction, There 
are numerous instances of soldiers not 
having made a will. In such cases the 
decoration remains in the custody of the 
_ military authorities. The question then 
_ arises: What are they to do with it? 
_ Under this clause the Minister would be 
given authority to state to whom the 
_ decoration should be sent. 


{5.50].—I would like the M 
“assure the Committee that the clause will 


Senator Prartren.—But why should 
these decorations be under the control of 
the military at all? oS ais 

Senator PEARCE.—Because the sol- 
dier’s belongings are all in the possession _ 
of the military authorities after his death. 
There is no civilian control on the field 
of battle. © A soldier who has had train- 
ing in England, before he leaves London 
for France, must hand over his personal 
effects to military custody. oh ee 

Senator Pratren.—Does this Bill re- 
late only to soldiers who have died on 
active service? | 3 ca ee 

Senator PEARCE. — They may have 
died in battle or from illness in hospital 
in England. No matter where the de- 
cease occurs the position is exactly the 
same. : | : - 

Senator Prarren.—This measure, I | 
take it, will be only retrospective, and — 
not prospective. . 
_ Senator PEARCE.—The scope of this” 
measure will relate to the future. Un- — 
fortunately, it is.fairly certain that be- 
fore the demobilization of our fighting — 
men has been completed some will have © 
died of illness. If those men have made 
wills, bequeathing their estates, any de-— 
corations included among their military 
effects will follow the directions of those 
wills. But if no wills have been made 
out the medals will remain in the cus- 
tody of the military; and we must give 
them to somebody. We will not keep 
them. This clause will give discretion 
to the Minister regarding the bestowal of __ 
the awards. oe ae 

Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 
Minister to 


not refer to anything which may happen 
to the soldier after he has returned to © 
Australia and re-entered civil employ- — 
ment, 

Senator Pearce.—It certainly will nob. 

Senator Colonel ROWELL (South Aus- — 
tralia) [5.51]—Having had considerable — 
experience, may I point-out that as soon 
as a soldier dies, his belongings are take 
over to the control of the commandin 
officer of his battalion or regiment. 
sequently, tne effects are handed on to 
proper military authorities, to be t 
care of, and ultimately returned to 
tralia. On one occasion, when I wa 
turning to the Commonws 


-. geased soldiers. 
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Egypt, it was decided that I should bring 


back the effects and equipment of 800 de- 


handed to the military authorities here, 

and, no doubt, they would include decora- 

tions won by the men on the field. : 
This clause provides scope for the mili- 


tary authorities to pass on to the people 
whom they may consider the most entitled 


to them the medals and decorations won 
by deceased soldiers. The provision is a 
good one. Instead of a number of medals 
lumbering the military stores, it is only 
right that they should be handed to 
whomsoever the Minister considers the 
best qualified to receive them. For in- 


stance, there might be cases where the 


Minister would decide that a decoration 
should go to the fiancée of a deceased sol- 
dier. 

Clause agreed to. 


Clauses 12 and 13, and title, agreed to. 


Bill reported without amendment. 

Standing and Sessional Orders 
pended. 

Bill read a third time. 


sus- 


WAR PRECAUTIONS BILL. 
Srconp READING. 


Debate resumed from 17th December 
(vide page 9427), on motion by Senator 


 PErEARCE— 


That this Bill be now read a second time. 


- Senator BAKHAP (Tasmania) [5.55]. 
—When the debate was adjourned last 


might I was dealing with a ‘statement 


of the Minister for Defence (Sena- 
tor Pearce) that ‘counsel. had been 
regard to the validity 
of this measure if it were extended 
so as to be operative in peace time. 
The Minister mentioned the names of 
several gentlemen’ whose legal skill and 
knowledge are matters of wide repute. I 
take it for granted that the opinions of 
those gentlemen were favorable to the 
project as embodied in this measure. The 
Minister referred to a tapering-off period. 
It raay savour somewhat of the valour of 
ignorance in legal matters for me to say 
that I do not believe in the soundness of 
any legal opinion which considers that, 
under our Constitution, legislation which 


has been passed under the war power, in 
time of war, and which has for its object 


Those things were to be. 


- of the States. 


» which 


_visions of the Constitution. . 


the practical supersession of all powers 
which under our Constitution must re-— 
vert in their operative character to the 
States, retains its validity in time of 
peace. As to the Minister’s reference to 
a tapering-off period, if the Common- 
wealth can make war legislation operative 
in peace time; if it can supersede the 
powers which the States have reserved 
to them under the Constitution; if it can > 
make a tapering-off period. of three 
months, where is there any inhibition in 
regard to the setting down of a tapering- 
off period ranging over six months, or 
twelve months, or two years, or three 
years, or four years, or for any greater 
period? If counsel’s opinion in regard 
to the validity of war legislation in peace 
time is sound, I can discover no inhibition 
against the practical supersession for a 
long period of the self-governing powers 
It may be deemed pre 
sumptuous of me to advance such an 
opinion; but many people who are now 
electors in the Commonwealth were only — 
boys and girls ten and eleven years 
ago when certain legislation passed 
by this Parliament was declared 
by the High Court—the Judges of 
are the interpreters of our 
Constitution —to be unconstitutional. 
That is to say, 16 was legislation which © 
it was not within the constitutional and 
legislative competency of this Parliament — 
to pass. I allude to what is known as — 
the New Protection legislation. And — 
upon several occasions the High Court — 
has pronounced invalid legislation passed 
by this Parliament as a consequence of 
an ever-present desire to strain the pro-— 
The most eminent members of the legal 
profession become quite different indi-— 
viduals when seated upon the Bench as 
Judges. Many Judges who would not 
entertain certain arguments put before 
them, would, as counsel, have no hesita- 
tion in advancing just such arguments. 
Many of the High Court Judges, I have 
no doubt, from time to time have as — 
counsel pronounced opinions and ad- 
vanced arguments which as Judges they 
would not for a moment hold to be valid. | 
That being so, my temerity in challenging | 
the supposed favorable opinion on the 
part of the eminent gentleman men- 
tioned by the Minister may be more 
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apparent, than real. I may be tinite Rie 
fied in asserting my doubt as to the con- 
stitutional character of legislation passed 
in war time during the war period, and 
which is designed to be operative after 
the Imperial Government proclaims or 
enacts peace, when, I take it, the so- 
_vereign powers of the States will be con- 
stitutionally and automatically resumed. 
. In another place the Acting Prime 
Minister (Mr. Watt) has stated that it is 
essential that the operation of the War 
Precautions Act be continued. I am not 
questioning the necessity for its continu- 
ance while we are actually in a state of 
war, but the honorable gentleman claims 
that its continuance is necessary in order 
to enable something to be done after peace 
has been proclaimed. I should like here 
to draw attention to the language of the 
original Act. It mentions that the Act 
is to be legislatively valid until peace is 
proclaimed ‘‘and no longer.’’ It is em- 
phatic on that point. The expression 
“and no longer ’’ is cumulative in its em- 
phasis, so that there is no doubt at all 
that when this measure was submitted 
first as a Bill to the Legislature it was 
never contemplated that after peace was 
proclaimed it would be held to be opera- 
_tiye and valid for another moment. 
The Acting Prime Minister, in debat- 
ing this matter, has said that it is par- 
ticularly necessary that the period during 
which the War Precautions Act shall con- 
tinue to be valid must be prolonged. 
- Why? The honorable gentleman in- 
stances the metal contracts, and he says— 
Some contracts in regard to metals have 
been entered into which “will extend over ten 
® years. 
odes at argued that because we have en- 
tered into metal contracts which cover ’a 
period of ten years tae War Precautions 


Act should be extended for a period of 


ten years ? 


That would be a most feeble 
argument. 


While I challenge the validity of the 


operations of the ‘War Precautions Act 
after peace is proclaimed, I do not ques- 
tion the validity of any contract covering 
- &@ peace period which may have been en- 
tered into during the war period when 
the War’Precautions Act, under which it 
was entered into, was unquestionably 
valid. In other words, during the war 
period, under the war power and under 
Senator ee 
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tho kan o hae els, “coke eral and 
legislatively competent for the ‘Legista~ 


Such contesee. ‘as are mentioned by the en 
Acting Prime Minister. If the war — ae 
period ends to-morrow and the War. Pree 
cautions Act becomes invalid, I do not 
think those contracts will be invalidated. 
Under the ordinary principles of the con- = - 
struction of Acts of Parliament no Aus- — 
tralian Court would hold that a contract 
entered into under a valid Act was nob 
valid in -itself.. I think that 1s common 
sense. Although one of the masters of © 


English literature has made the statement 


that ‘‘ the law is an ass,’’ my experience 
is that the general principles of the law 
are the perfection of common sense. vat 

Senator Kzatinc.—The contracts re- 
ferred to do not rest upon the War Pre 
cautions Act, but upon the bic bared 
power over exports. 

Senator BAKHAP.—As the ousreee 
senator hag interjected, power may be 
taken under the Customs Act to deal with — 
the export of metals. For all practical : 
purposes, what the Acting Prime Minister — 
designs to secure by the extension of pete 
operation of the War Precautions At 
could be secured by operating the pro P . 
visions of the Customs Act. Ss 

The honorable ' gentleman speaks ‘ores 
special legislation being necessary. If — 
special legislation to deal with these con-- 
tracts is within the competency of this 
Parliament, apart from the War ‘Precau- 
tions Act, and it is, let such special eee 
lation be introduced at the earliest -pos- 
sible period, in order to fine down the 
barriers which some suppose will exist 
when we merge » from war time into ae : 
time. 

Senator Paarrin — I think we shout a 
have a quorum, I should like honorable 
senators to be present. to listen to this 
address. [Quorum formed.] wt 

Senator BAKHAP.—I believe that: the 
Acting Prime Minister, in putting for- 
ward the fact that we had entered into 
metal contracts for a reriod of ten_ yea: 
as an argument for the continuation o 
the War Precautions Act, used a cont 
tion so feeble as scarcely to deserve t 
called an argument. Any diff 
which might present itself in reg 
these pean oe valid conteaata. 


iin Be | 
War Preoawions z 


H Ps Hes Be ea special” Togisiation” cphich | tie 


Senator BAKHAP—That is so. I 
said last night that I do not for a mo- 


 tish Crown. | 


define the peace period. 


‘honorable gentleman somewhat vaguely 


indicates himself, or by operating the pro- 
visions of the Customs Act. 


_ Senator Kearine.—By legislation which 


could be passed if there were no war at 


meut charge the Minister with having 


operated his might W powers in any objec- 


tionable way, but Ido say that iano 
senators, in voting for the projection of 
this measure into peace time, must take 
into consideration the position which 


would be set up during the tapering off 


period. Let the Imperial Government 


proclaim peace, or by an enactment de- 


clare a state of peace to have been en- 
tered into, I then wish to know whe- 


_ ther any competent court of jurisdiction | 
in Australasia would refuse a writ’ of 


habeas 


corpus if an application were 
made in respect of any person whom the 


Minister interned after peace had been 
- proclaimed. 


I venture to say that 
habeas corpus would be operated by a 
Judge of any competent tribunal in those 
circumstances. That being so, it is an 


- argument which I wish to adduce in sup-" 
“port of my contention that the Act auto- 
- matically becomes 


oe _ peace time has been reached. 


invalid as soon as 


We have to remember that this Par- 


- Hament. lesislates under a Constitution 
which is distinctly and designedly of a _ 


Federal character. The separate Austra- 


Vian States, in respect of the powers re- 
_ gerved to them in time of peace, are es- 


sentially sovereign States under the Bri- 


regard to its sovereign power, is as inde- 


: pendent of every other State in the Com- 


monwealth and of this Legislature as it 


is of the Republic or the Legislature of | 


France. I make that statement without 
fear of anything like logical contradic- 
tion. The States have reserved to them- 
selves certain. powers which. can be 


operated, and which are their property. 


in time of peace. How are we going to 
AS we are an 


entity as a belligerent the peace period 


oes be definéd “by Imperial enactment 
or proclamation. 


TI see no other way of 
_ defining the termination of the war. I 


s = aun to say that it must eventually be 
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. 80 ened: If it is so omit and it 


will be, does not that period at once indi- 
cate the complete revival of the powers 
which the States have retained for them- 
selves! J.advance the opinion that it 
does. That being so, honorable senators 
will forgive me if 'T use a few more argu- 
ments,  eehich deal with matters that 
have been regulated under the provisions 
of the War Precautions Act during the 
present war, to illustrate the pom J bind 
to make, 


Under this Act and the roel gene 
promulgated under it, what is known as 
a price-fixing policy has been entered 
upon by the Commonwealth administra- 
tion. It is well known that the Common- 
wealth Parliament has no power to legis- 
late in regard to price-fixing in time of 
peace. During the referendum eam- 
paign, which was carried out as a result 
of the desire of this Parliament to amend 
the Constitution, it was specifically as- 


-serted by important Ministers of the day 


that one of the principal objectives sought 
was the power to regulate and fix prices. 
The people refused that power. Conse- 
quently, it is not a valid exercise of ad- 
ministration on the part of the Common- 
wealth Government to fix prices other 
than in time of war: ‘This Bill proposes — 
the extension of the operation of the War 
Precautions Act for three months after 
the declaration of peace. Does any one, 
lawyer or layman, assert that the Com- 
monwealth can, during three months after 
the war has ended, interfere with the 
powers of the States to regulate prices? 


It is a point that might well be argued 


before 2 competent tribunal of interpre-_ 
tation, such as the High Court is. 


In regard to companies, I advance my 
opinion more diffidently. I express my 
doubts with some hesitation. Senator 
Pratten, in his address, very properly 
dwelt upon the inconvenience to the enter- 
prising and energetic capitalists and ad-— 
venturers of the Commonwealth that is 
caused by the regulations in regard to the 
flotation of companies. He dwelt upon 
the necessity of able and enterprising men — 
having to interview Treasury officials and - 
obtain a permission, which might be more 
or less reluctantly given, to float a eom- 
pany, to arrange a syndicate, and so on. 
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The Commonwealth audoubtcdle has the 
constitutional power to enact a companies 
law. 

‘Senator Prarren.—But has it? 

Senator BAKHAP. —Yes, 

ve 
Senator Frrricxs.—Was not that one 
of the matters which was the subject of a 
referendum ? 

Senator BAKHAP.—That is a_ fact. 
The Commonwealth Parlhament has not 
enacted a uniform companies law. That 
is the point of my argument. 


Senator Prarren.-An answer was 
given to me last week to that effect. 
Senator BAKHAP.—But we will 


leave that question to remain, as it were, 
in a state of dubiety, and assume that the 
Commonwealth has. the power, but has 
not exercised it. Consequently, the 
State powers in regard to such a matter 
revive in complete force directly we 
reach a period of peace; and the Com- 
_ Monwealth Parliament cannot, in such 
circumstances, continue its restrictions 
during the peace period. If, then, my 
- argument. has any point, this Act pro- 
jected into the peace-time period, will be 
to that extent invalid. 

In regard to the moratorium, J think 
the Minister has practically confessed 
that the power to proclaim a moratorium 
in regard to mortgages is, In peace times, 
vested in the individual States: that this 
igs & power reserved to and exercised by 
them during peace. But the Minister 
has told us that there would be a certain 
difficulty if, at this juncture, ‘we were 
thrown back upon the legislative resources 
of the States, in getting “them to agree to 
an all-round moratorium proclamation. 
Again, I say, I do not believe there will 
be any difficulty. But. the point I insist 
on making is that if it is constitutionally 
incompetent for this Legislature to pro- 
claim a moratorium in time of peace, it 
certainly cannot be invested with that 
power during three months after peace- 
time by the mere passing of this measure 
now. 


There is another matter that came 


before the High Court, and which will. 


sustain me in my seeming temerity 
ee 8} questioning the opinion of eminent 
_ legal authorities. | I notice that one, at 

least, of the learned Judges of the High 
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Court Bench did Het give his adhedion ae | 
the decision that the Minister could ine) 
tern anybody without assigning reasons 
and hold such person in durance inde- 


finitely without bringing him to trial. Lo & 
allude to that learned Judge (Mr. Justice — 


Powers). If I remember correctly, he 
did not concur in the decision of his 
learned brother Judges in regard to the 
validity of Ministerial action taken under 
the War Precautions Act, or those regula- 
tions in relation to this particular power. 
That is sufficient justification for me to 
maintain my attitude of query and doubt 
until the matter is decided by the High — 
Court. I am emphasizing this point be- 
cause there exists upon our statute-book 
the means of determining the doubts 
which have arisen in my mind from time 
to time in regard to the War Precau- 
tions Act, and its projected extension 
into the time of peace, which will come — 
when an Imperial enactment is passed or 
proclamation is issued. 

Undoubtedly, this question of the in- 
terpretation of our Constitution exer- 


cises the minds of the members of the 


Commonwealth Legislature from time to 
time, and it must necessarily exercise to 
a greater degree the minds of Common- 
wealth Ministers. And as evidence of 
that, in 1910 this Parliament, to my 
mind wisely and sensibly, passed an Act 
to amend the Judiciary Act of 1903-07. 
The purport of that Act is to determine 


points of doubt in regard to the constitu-— ane 
tional competency of this Parliament to 


pass certain measures which might, to_ 


close observers, involve the straining of : 


our powers under the Constitution, It 
is a short Act, and provides that cases 
may be stated for the information of 
their Honours the Judges of: this im- 
portant and high tribunal, the Supreme 
Court of the Commonwealth. It con- 
tains few clauses, and it is clearly, and 
I think wisely, designed for the purpose 
of securing from their Honours an in- 
terpretation of the Constitution when 
the competency of this Legislature is in 
doubt. I have been told—I do not know 
how correctly—that their Honours have 
refused to give judgment ia regard t 
stated cases; that they will not give jud 
ment or decisions except in relation 
bond fide actions which come befo 
High Court for trial. ce 
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Senator Kzaring.—Courts will not 


give judgment except in particular cases. — 


Senator BAKHAP.—But this, to my 
‘mind, has special reference to the High 
Court. 
~ Senator Keatinc.—That is so. 

Senator BAKHAP.— And, in my 
opinion, the Act to which I refer was 
particularly designed to secure an inter- 
pretation concerning doubtful powers. I 
understand from my colleague (Senator 
Keating) that no case has yet been stated 
to their. Honours for decision. : 

Senator Kratine.—So I understand. 

Senator BAKHAP.—I take it that 
the honorable senator is, in all pro- 
bability, correct. 


Senator Kreatinc.—I have made in- 


quiries, and have been reliably informed 
that the power given by that Act has 
never been exercised. ~ 
Senator BAKHAP.—This particular 
ease is probably the most important one 
that could be stated for the consideration 
of the High Court Bench. If the ™ea- 
sure to amend the Judiciary Act has not 
been operated in connexion with a con- 
stitutional difficulty, when is it to be 
operated? I am not going to assume 


that their Honours will refuse to func- 


tion in relation to this matter. 

Senator Kratinc.—Nor I. 

Senator BAKHAP.—But if they do so 
‘refuse, I say, with the greatest respect to 
those eminent gentlemen, that they will 


’- not be giving this Parliament that assist- 


ance which it might legitimately expect to 
receive. : 


Senator Kratixnc.—Since the Act was. 


passed, in 1910, there has been a decision 
of the Privy Council—in 1912—upon that 
point in relation to the Supreme Court 
of Canada. It was a question as to whe- 
ther or not the Parliament of Canada was 
right in providing for reference by the 
Supreme Court of Canada. The Privy 
Council held that the Parliament had 
power to do that. 

Senator BAKHAP.-—Quite so. 
if this matter did go on to the Privy 
Council from the High Court Judges that 
decision would hold good. JI am imagin- 
ing for the purposes of my aroument that 
their Honours would refuse to function, 

though I do not think they would. I 

believe the High Court Bench in a matter 
like this would gladly indicate to this 
a f / 


J 
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Legislature, per medium of a stated case, 
what its opinion was in regard to the 
validity of such a measure as has been 
introduced into this chamber. 
Honorable senators will, I feel sure, 
as they have listened to me, begin to un- 
derstand the point I am taking in object- 
ing to the passing of this measure. 
it is very unwise for the Senate, which is 


the custodian of the rights of the States, — 
while our Constitution retains its Federal — 
character, to sanction the supersession of 
the sovereign rights of the States under — 
the guise of a war.policy, and, to my © 
mind, unconstitutionally projecting this — 
That is — 
Here is an Act 

passed by this Parliament, undoubtedly 


power into the peace period. 
really my argument. 


designed to meet such a contingency as I, 


at least, find facing me at the present 


moment, 


IT have spoken more deliberately than 
is my wont, and I desire to say that I ~ 


hope to see this vast mass of legislation, 


in the guise of regulations, reduced at the 
I leave that — 
entirely to the discretion of Ministers; 


earliest possible moment. 
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Tsay — 


but I invite them to curtail the exercise a 
of their undoubtedly wide powers. I 


believe that the War Precautions Act has 


validity during the war period, and I am — . 


inviting Ministers to ,provide for the 
transition period by relinquishing as much 


as possible the exercise of powers that — 


have been conferred upon them by virtue | 


of this Act. 


proper spirit, the members of this cham- 


ber will do all they can to help them in | 
the difficulties that remain after peace 


has been proclaimed. te 


I enjoyed the speech delivered by my 
colleague, Senator Keating, last night; 


but while his technical interpretation of 
the proclamations in certain of our Acts 


may be correct, I do not see much that 
is practical in the argument, for I main- 
tain that we shall reach a state of peace — 


And I say that if they do ' 
this expeditiously, intelligently, and with 


throughout His Britannic Imperial Ma- 
jesty’s Dominions directly the Imperial 


proclamation issues, or when an Imperial — 


enactment dealing with the definition of 
the states of war and peace is placed upon 
the Imperial statute-book and becomes 


operative. 


Senator Ferrickxs.—Not for the purpose o 


ofthe War Precautions Act. 
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Senator BAKHAP.—I say that the 
War Precautions Act. must then expire. 

_ Senator Frrricxs.—Not until the pro- 
elamation is issued. 
~Senator BAKHAP.—I intend to deal 

with that particular point. 


Sitting suspended from 6.80 to 8 p.m. 


Senator BAKHAP.—Senator Ferricks, 
by interjection, differentiated between the 
_ Imperial proclamation declaring peace, 
which must eventually issue, and the pro- 

clamation mentioned in the existing War 
_ Precautions Act, which will be issued by 
_ the Governor-General at the instance of 
_ the Commonwealth Ministry of the day. 
_ Yhe Commonwealth proclamation of 
- peace must of necessity synchronize, or 
be immediately subsequent to the Im- 
 perial proclamation of peace, for just as 
an Imperial proclamation involves the 


E tion of the Empire, in a state of war, so 
will the Imperial proclamation  ter- 


_ the existence of a state of peace. I 
| advance this opinion, and will hold it 
until the matter is determined by the 
- eompetent interpreting authority. My 
_ opinion is that if the Commonwealth Ad- 
- ministration did not immediately advise 
_ the Governor-General to proclaim peace 
on receipt of the intelligence that peace 
had been proclaimed by the Imperial 
_ authorities, then any action taken under 
_ the war power during the intervening 
- period would be invalid and unconstitu- 
tional. That is my contention, and it 
leads up to my major argument that the 
_Commonwealth has not the constitutional 
competency to exercise war powers during 
- the time of peace. Zi 
- Senator Frrricxs.—I think you ar 
unsound in contending that the Imperial 
proclamation will govern Australia. 

Senator BAKHAP.—If Ministers 
eould artificially extend the state of war 
_ they would be really the instruments of a 
sovereign power, and we are not a sove- 


_ British Empire, and peace or war exists 
_ for us in common with all parts of the 
_ Empire. | : | 
Senator Ferricxs.—In the opinion of 
_ the advisers of the Governor-General- 


x 


Teaihee Lab 


. Commonwealth, which igs an integral por-. 


ne minate the state of war and declare | 


they fail in their duty, because they do 


of the Commonwealth in connexion with 


_ honorable senators hdve to remember tha 
- I am one of. the representatives of t 
reign power, but an integral part of the 


_ decks, so to speak, for action. I 


_ ministration of the day, to 


_. Senator BAKHAP.—The advisers 0! 
the Governor-General would be ultra vires _ 
of their powers in such circumstances. 
The Commonwealth Administration can- - 
not artificially prolong the state of war. 
They cannot project it into an Imperially — 
proclaimed era of peace. That being so, 

this Legislature is also constitutionally 
incompetent. to extend the War Precau- — 
tions Act by three months, or one month, 
or one week after the Imperial Govern- 


‘ ment.has proclaimed a state of peace t0 ~ 


be in existence. That is really the 
pivotal argument that I use in justifying 
my intention to vote or pair against the 
measure now before the Senate. eee 
I hope the Administration will, at its — 
earliest convenience, submit to the High 
Court a case stating the constitutional 
difficulties which, I think, I have dis- — 
covered. If the Act which I quoted — 
earlier is ever to be operated, surely if — 
ought to be operated in connexion with — 
the contingency that I see, and which 
honorable senators must individually and 
collectively distinguish. Near the end 
of the Minister’s address introducing this 
measure, I invited him to get the Ad- — 
‘ministration to consider the advisableness _ 
of submitting a case as to the validity of 
any legislation passed by this Parliament 
in pursuance of the war power and de- 
signed to be operated in time of peace, 
for the opinion of the High Court ~ 
Judges. If the Ministry do not do this 


not operate a measure placed on the 
statute-book for the express purpose of 
dealing with such a difficulty as we now 
find confronting us, or as I, at least, find 
confronting me. Honorable senators may - 
think I am making a great deal of this 
matter. They may say, “Nobody would 
challenge the constitutional competence 


legislation like this.” I venture to say 
it would be very speedily challenged, and 


smallest State in the Commonwealth. — 
When war was declared I, i 
with other honorable senators, 


pared, under the war power, to 
any measure deemed necessary by 


ae ‘nominally in eae race Aas nave 


oe ation - Because I considered it my duty 
as a legislator to set aside all party feel- 
Soe Cae supported the then Administration 
. cin" all legislation of the character of the 
War Precautions «Ack In~ the -many 
: efforts made in this Chamber to secure 
Pe the disallowance of regulations under this 


Act, I always voted with the Govern-_ 


ment. While a state of war is in exist- 
. turbed condition, while there are poten- 
tialities of conflict in the war areas or the 

areas close to them, I shall not vote for 
’ any repeal-of the existing Act; but when 
- J think that we are within ‘measurable 

-distanee of peace, when I honestly and 
firmly believe that all the sovereign 

_ powers of the State in which I live, and 
which I help to represent, as also of the 
- other States, will be immediately resusci- 
tated, I would deem it a failure of duty 
on my part if I voted for legislation 
_ which would be a straining of the 
terms -of the Constitution and 
~- which, in my humble opinion, would. be 
declared invalid if a case based upon it 
_ was stated to their Honours of the High 
Court Bench. If, in the event of ‘the 
“Administration stating a case to clear up 
the difficulties I have mentioned, their 


to use my almost unaided judgment in de- 
é _ termining’ the position that will then 


_ have been created; but my colleague, 


s ‘Senator Keating, has been able to, assure 
me that legislation of this kind passed by 
~ the Canadian Legislature has been re- 

viewed, and held to be good by the Privy 
Council, and I learn that the Privy.Coun- 


tent for a case to be stated in order that 
the terms of the Constitution might be 
= - interpreted - -for the benefit of legislators 
_by the Supreme Court of Canada. Our 
gees High Court. Bench is in some measure 
a constituted of ‘men who cradled this in- 
fant nation in the early days, when the 
- various Colonies came together to form 
_ the Commonwealth, who exercised their 
undoubtedly great abilities in helping to 
draft the Constitution, and made names 


4 


ae the tide of Australian eee 


7 it. the A dvadgaemach of the @ day, nay 
5u- 


~~ been in peace times strenuously in Oppo- - 


ence, while Europe is in its present dis- 


_ Honours refuse to function, I shall have 


cil has. held that it ht. and - 
ee eth and some under the War Prscaniaent Act. 


vised my questioner to write to the Trea- — 


for themselves that will float gracefully | 


wore, the Commofiwealth Parliament of 
the day, in a difficulty which confronts it 
in regard to its constitutional powers. I 
shall be very much disappointed in their 
Honours of that high tribunal if they re- 
fuse to assist us in this difficulty. I 
hope, if my.remarks ever reach their 
ears, that they will not think them in the 
least degree savouring of disrespect. I 
yield to “nobody in paying respect to the 
great abilities and marked integrity of — 
the occupants of seats on the High Court 

Bench of Australia. At the same time, 
just as I would criticise, and have criti- 
cised, sins of omission or commission, 
even on the part of British Prime Min- 
isters, I do not hesitate to’ say that I 
should be disappointed in the High Court 
Bench if it refused to hand out a decision 
pursuant to.a case being stated by the 
authorities of the Commonwealth as to 


the constitutionality or unconstitution- — 
ality of legislation, such as is ‘projected in 


the terms ‘of this measure. 

In no spirit of captious criticism I wish 
to make some remarks about the mass of © 
régulations alluded to in very significant — 
terms by my legal colleague, Senator — 
Keating. A few weeks ago, in Launces- 


» ton, £ received:a telephone message from 
-a municipal authority, asking me if I 
knew anything of a regulation preventing — 


municipalities from constructing new sec- 


- tions-of tram lines, or disbursing muni-__ 


cipal funds for that purpose, without the 


authority of the Commonwealth Trea- 


sury.. | had to confess that I was in 
much the same position as that South 
Australian magistrate who said it was be- 
yond the ability of mankind to keep track 
of the numerous regulations promulgated — 


IT ad- 


sury for information. JI am not ashamed 
to confess that, at the moment, I was 


~ unable to state whether such a regula- 


tien was in existence or not. I now be- 
lieve, from remarks made last night by 
Senator Pratten, that it does exist. Two 
or three days afterwards I was entering 
the office of a solicitor in Launceston—a_ 
man who stands high in his profession in 


that city. I met coming out a gentle- 


man connected with the Launceston Fruit 
Board. He had a whole armful of regu- 
lations that had been given to him by the 
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solicitor. He had gone in to make in- ing Prime Minister askirlg for informa- 


quiry of the professional adviser of the 


~~ Board as to whether a regulation existed 


fixing the price of fruit cases, and the 
lawyer told him he had better take all 
the regulations that he could find and go 
through them at his leisure. The lawyer 
said he did not think it advisable to go 
through the mass himself, and’ for the 
Board to have to pay him for doing so. 
When I voted for the War Precautions 
Bill, which subsequently became an Act, I 
did not dream it was going to be applied 
in some directions in which it has been 
applied. The Minister very wisely and 
honestly confessed that some mistakes 
had been made. I shall not be very 
critical of the mistakes that undoubtedly 
have been made.in consequence of the 
exercise of the supposed powers that were 
conferred upon the Administration by the 
Legislature when it passed that measure. 
But some very strange things were done 
by virtue of the regulations promulgated 
under the Act. 


A good deal has been said about the Tin 


Producers Association, about tin scrap, . 


&c., and I am very pleased to have heard 
the speeches which have been made from 
time to time dealing with this measure— 
a. measure that is very pertinent to the 
welfare of the State which I represent. 
Some time ago it appears that; some 
authority, vested with power by the Ad- 
ministration, projected the formation of 
a Tin Producers Association. I used to 
hear statements made by bankers in which 
queries were daily put to me bv respon- 
sible men as to what was the nature of 
the action which was contemplated by the 
Administration in connexion with the tin 
industry. They had heard that the 
price of tin was to be fixed, and that a 
Tin Producers Association was 
—formed, and they naturally appealed to 
me as one of their representatives, and 


as one who had- owned some smelt fin 
imines for years, for informaton. I had 


to confess that I, one of the representa- 
tives of the most imvortant tin- producing 
State in the Commonwealth, was not in 
pessession of anything like accurate in- 
formation on the sibiect. I sat down, 
desvine it very derogatory to mys7l’ to 
— occuny such a position, and te'’ezraphed, 
at the cost of some 7s. or 8s., to the Act- 
Senator Bakhap. 


to be 


-Precautions Act which I never. conte: 


Action of that kind was not justife 


tion on the matter, and requesting that 
any Executive steps should be stayed — 
until all the various interests connected | 
with the tin-mining industry had been 
consulted. I can assure this Chamker that 
I was unable, until within the lest week or 
two, to,secure anything like definite in- 
formation: relating to this matter. And — 
I find that in conexion with such a ange 
comirercial measure as a pro‘ect to form — 
a Tin Producers Association the War Pree » 
cautions Act has been used. A very im- 
portant company in Tasmania engaged in 
the production of tin—I will not say any — 
more about it for fear that it may be 
identified, itself being on the best of rela- 
tions with other tin producers—was in- _ 
vited to send a representative to a con- 
ference in Melbourne—a conference which ~ 
was ostensibly called for the purpose 
of launching this Tin. Producers Assoc on 
tion-—-— ue 
Senator Guy.—Why all abe scerecgae es 


Senator BAKHAP.—I will core. tee 
that presently. The chairman of direc-~ 
ters of this company, knowing that it was 
cetting on very well, did not. seo tha ne- — 
cess sity for sending a reoresentative to fs 
that conference, and did not send one. 


A peremptory summons then reached. him 
' intimating that if a representative 


were 
not sent to the conference the War Preses 
cautions. Act would be euforee pica 
the company. © m 
Senator Krarinc.—And the company 
did not know what that. meant? we 


Senator BAKHAP. — The company _ 
happened to have in Melbourne at the ts 
cane a representative to whom it hurriedly : 
cabled instructing him to attend the con- 
ference. The proceedings of that body ~ 
were private, and no information Meare ? 
what was done there has been vouchsafed __ 
either to this Parliament or to the peo cy, 
ple of Tasmania, who are particularly i in-— 
terested in one of the most important in- 
dustries of the Commonwealth. That 
was an exercise of power under the “Wai 


plated when I woted for that measu 


the circumstances, and was a mis 
ths powers conferred upon the Ad 
tration by. the War rece 
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I am not criticising this measure 
eaustically, because the Minister, as 
I have previously said, has wisely 
conceded the point that mistakes 
have been made, and that in some 
_ instances there ~has_ been possibly 
a misuse of the powers granted under 
+ the Statute. I will admit that the major 
nowers which were exercised by the Ad- 
ministration under the Act have, to my 
mind, not been misused. They have been 
used with discretion. But we are a 
democratic people, and many things that 
we will cheerfully endure in time of war 
we will not tolerate for a moment in time 
of peace. I believe it to be a cardinal 
mistake on the part of the Administration 
to introduce this measure, intending, if 
_ they can, to project its operation into 
that period of peace which will ensue 
after the Imperial proclamation has 
issued. I shall not quote further in- 
stances of the misuse of powers under the 
War Precautions. Act. I am sure that 
honorable senators will agree with me that 
there has been a misuse of those powers, 
and I hope that, in that tapering period. 
- to which’ the Minister has alluded. the 
closest and most energetic effort will be 
made to thin out from the vast sheaf of 
- regulations all those which are admittedly 
or “colorably superfluous. 


Senator Frrricxs.—Did not the tare 
able senator say just now that, on the 
issue of the Imperial proclamation, our 
proclamation should issue automatically? 


Senator BAKHAP.—If it is not issued 
in a manner which will synchronize with 
the Imperial proclamation, anything that 
is done by virtue of the War Precautions 
Act will be unconstitutional. 

Senator Frrricxs.—If the Govern- 
ment do rot advise the Governor-General 
to issue the proclamation, what redress 
will any sufferer have? 

_ Senator BAKHAP.—The High Court 
in the last resort. In order to clear up 
the difficulty which the honorable senator 
plainly apprehends, I have asked the Ad- 

_ ministration to take advantage of the Act, 
- and to have a case stated for the’ interpre- 
. tation of our constitutional powers in con- 
- nexion with legislation of this kind 
= directly peace arrives. 
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‘Senator Ferricxs.—If that is not done, 
John Smith, who may be a sufferer under 
the operation of these regulations, will 


have no redress, because he cannot get to 


the High Court. 
in gaol. 


Senator BAKHAP.—I do not think 80. 
Anybody who was likely to rot in gaol 
would be immediately brought before the 
Court under the Habeas Corpus Act. ~ 


Senator Frrricxs.—There are a lot of 
people in gaol now who have had no trial. 


He will thus have to rot 


Senator BAKHAP.—They are there | 


by virtue of the provisions of the War 
Precautions Act, which have been pro- 
perly exercised in time of war. But we 
must not strain the Constitution. We are 
not competent to pass a measure project- 
ing the operation of the War Precautions 
Act into the time of peace. 

Senator Frrricxs.—The only redress 
which these people have is the High 
Who is going to institute the pro- 
ceedings there? 


Senator BAKHAP.—Does the fuer 
able senator think that the constitution- 
ality of any Act can be established with- — 
out an interpreting authority? If there 


be any difficulty in making an application 


to that tribunal, I venture to say that it 
exists theoretically, and not. practically. 
I feel certain that after peace has been 
decreed to have arrived by virtue of the 
issue of the Imperial proclamation, the 
Minister will be too wise to have indivi- — 


duals arrested and interned-under the pro- 


visions of the War Precautions Act, even 
if we.cared to extend its operation. 


Senator Frrricxs.—But the people to 
whom I refer may be kept in gaol. 


Senator BAKHAP.—I do not think 
that the Ministry would care to establish 
price-fixing during the three months’ 
period within which the War Precautions 
Act will operate—assuming that we pass 
this Bill—after the close of the war. I 
venture to say that the Government, dur- 
ing that period, will not insist upon com- 


pany promoters going to the Treasurer 


for permission to float companies. There- 
fore, the Act will be invalidated by the 
issue of the Imperial proclamation. in re- 
gard to peace. 


i “pe that they will insist apm that pro- senators will recollect. that in. my 
we. vision being continued. there is an additional reason for my 
Senator BAKHAP. — Then I say position to legislation of this kind i in : 
3 that the constitutionality of his of peace. Ours is a Federal Constitu- — 
action will be immediately challenged tion. From the stand-point of popula- SB 
‘when peace -arrives. The difficulty tion’ and territory the State which I help © 3 


au 3 


the difficulties which I am discuss- monwealth. The powers which have been =~ 


“ment at the earliest possible moment sub- the other five States of the Common- 


my points, and whether they have force ‘induce the Administration to obtain from — : 
or not, the event, I suppose, will prove the interpreting authority a decision — 


after the Imperial peace proclamation of the powers which I believe are retained — 
has been issued. I have not the slightest in their full sovereign strength by Ti 
 Imtention of over-labouring my argu- mania and the other States , directly the — 
ments. J have occupied with one or two Imperial Government announces by pro- 
breaks the attention of honorable senators clamation that a condition of peace ses = 


Senator Krattvc.—The Treasurer im- ‘to vote aieek. fis ‘Bill. zs 


which Senator Ferricks foresees and to represent is the smallest in the Com- — 


ing with such logic as I can com- retained by that State are very dear to 
mand, will be obviated if the Govern- it. It is geographically separated from_ 


mits a case to the High Court with a wealth, and I would be doing my duty in 
view to securing a decision as to the very Hifashion if T permitted any whit- 
validity or otherwise of this legislation ling away, obviously or unconsciously, — 


for a good hour or more. I have made been arrived at. Of course, if I cannot 


their character. . - which will clear up this matter, I must ee 
1 wish merely to sum up my argu- use my own discretion. The submission eo, 


ments, and to say that they justify me of this measure to the Legislature is en-— 


“namely, that of either voting or pairing conviction it is my deliberate intention — 


_ dangerous utterances, on, dangerous This BGNo re otek importance. that it 
actions after the war has technically has well merited the full and excellent 
_ ended, all I can say is that I think it discussion which has been arouse a2 

‘is constitutionally competent for this have listened with careful attention 

Legislature to pass a Sedition Act. I interest to the speeches upon the su 
will help him to secure for his Adminis- und I desire to briefly state my posi 
tration all the powers which may be TI well remember, when the original 
_ necessary to put down sedition, to prevent was before the Senate, that it created n 
internal disturbances, to check disloyal antagonism. It was passed after 2 tee 


_-may be required. But I think that all position in the other Chamber, either. — 


would be vexatious to a degree, because 


the principles of Democracy, and because 


ro 


m he action which I intend. to take, tirely premature ; and because I hold that = 


against this measure. If the Minister for — to vote or pair against the Bill. ge 
Defence is apprehensive of sedition, of Senator GUY_ (Fasmania) | 8.30]- 


utterances, and to do anything else that hours’ debate. There was very JAittle | : 


the powers which we need can be secured Parliament had’ realized, however, x 
by legislation which we are competent manner in which these powers were to 
to pass in time of peace. I do not wish used, there would have been no hope 
to see action of that kind taken under passing the original measure.’ We 

‘that War Precautions Act after peace told that these extraordinary. po 
has arrived. Because I believe that this would be exercised disereetly, an 
Parliament has not the power to pass a zi 
Bill extending that Act into the peace 
_period, because I believe that such action 


I believe it would be an infringement of 


Me believe it is unnecessary, I am tine 
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endeavoured to. make it a rule not to 
_ blame myself if I should be taken in 
- once. But if I am taken in a second time 
by the same party, then I deserve what 


JI get. The promises made in 1914 
were of such a character that members 
- were justified in granting to the Govern- 
» ment of the day the powers asked for; 
but the manner in which those powers 

have been used upon hundreds of occa- 
sions has set the ears of the people ting- 
ling. 


_ Various experiences of the people under 
' this measure. Senator Pratten enu- 
merated many of the regulations issued 
under the Act. His: references ~demon- 


strated the ridiculousness of their ad- 


ministration. The people throughout the 


Commonwealth are anxious for the repeal - 


_ of the War Precautions Act; not only 
that section of the people which I repre- 

_ sent, but opponents of our political party 
also. It is not desired that these restric- 
tive measures should be retained for .a 

~ day longer than can be possibly avoided. 
In 1914, when -the original Bill was be- 
fore Parliament, there were some critics 
who pointed out the dangers of trusting 
_ these enormous powers to any one. The 
- predictions then uttered have proved, to 
_ some'extent, at least, correct. The Acting 
Prime Minister (Mr. Watt), when intro- 
ducing the amending Bill in another 
place, went so far as to say, in effect, 
that mistakes had been made in the heat 
of passion. No one will deny that: the 
powers under this enactment have been 
abused. We were told that the Act 
would not be employed for political ends. 
If I were to begin to discuss the things 
which have been done under the powers 
granted, I might occupy many hours. I 
draw attention, merely as an example, to 
the voting of the soldiers abroad. Hor- 
orable senators know full well what hap- 
pened. Manifestoes were issued by 
__ Labour leaders in the Commonwealth, but 
the powers of the censor were such that 
‘not a word reached the troops at the 
Front. At the same time, a paper was 

- in circulation at the Front which was 
edited by a paid officer of the Govern- 
ment; and that paper was almost wholly 
devoted to the Government’s political 


urposes. . eh See . 


_ 
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T do not wish to recapitulate the 
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Any individual who took part as a 
Labour: supporter, either in the election — 
or the referenda campaigns, ran the risk 
of arrest and of being brought before a. 
magistrate for some breach of the Act or 
its regulations. There was not one of - 
us who was not liable to arrest without 
warning, and without opportunity of re- 
dress. Such a situation should never 
have existed in a free country. For some 
time after the law was brought into ope- 
ration there was little complaint about 
the manner in which it was being exer- 
cised. Matters proceeded smoothly 
enough until a certain event occurred, — 
when there was a dispute and a division 
in the Labour party. Then the trouble 
began. The powers exercisable under the 
Act were employed for political purposes, 
although there had been very definite pro- 
mises that no such powers would be em- 
ployed. At present we have Boards in 
control of almost every conceivable acti- 
vity in Australia. IE have not much 
fault to find with that, but the commer- 
cial and producing interests are. anxious 
that. those Boards shall be done away 
with. My complaint is more against the 


power employed in respect of life and 
‘ hberty. 


To me the dearest thing on 
earth is liberty. Material matters do nob 
count for so much, — Life and liberty 
come first. But even with regard to such 
material matters- as the welfare of the 
producing and commercial interests, the 
powers employed under the Act should 
not remain an hour longer than necessary. 
Every section of the community is up in 
arms against this legislation. It should 
be withdrawn. . : 

The Government would be well advised 
to take the advice of either of my honor- 
able friends and colleagues on the oppo- 
site side, Senators Keating and Bakhap. 
The former advises that the Government 
should leave matters as they stand. It 
will be a considerable time before peace is 
proclaimed, and. Senator Keating has- 
pointed out that during that period Min- 
isters could avail themselves of the oppor- 
tunity to go through the regulations, 
ascertain what powers they must continue 
to possess, and then ask the Legislature 
to grant them such powers by ordinary 
legislative methods. This Parliament 


may be called together again within a 
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month, or within two Hionths, or even 
later, before the declaration ‘of peace. 
Senator Bakhap has asked the Govern- 
ment to state a case to the High Court of 
Australia. That appeals to me as a 
sensible suggestion. We should take 
steps to ascertain whether Parliament 
reilly has the power which it has 
taken to itself. It would be unwise and 
_ dangerous to place laws upon our statute- 
books concerning which there is any con- 
stitutional doubt. The Government 
should have stated the precise nature of 
the powers which they required. There 
would not then have been any extra- 
ordinary hich feeling, such as exists 
throughout the community to-day. ~ 
~ As to the many Boards which have 
been created, the fact cannot be denied 
that the members of them are men inter- 
ested in the particular calling upon 
which they are ordinarily engaged. /I do 
not make any accusation, but human na- 
fureis such that a man will do things 
_ which tend to his own personal interests, 
‘by reason of an entirely unconscious bias. 
‘These things have aroused feeling 
throughout the community. 
senators almost every day receive: circu- 


lars strongly objecting to the work of one 


_or other of these Boards. The people are 
a suspicious of their administration of the 
-warious activities committed to their care. 

Senator Gururite.—Every one of the 
members of these Boards is an expert. 

_ Senator GUY.—I do not question that; 
‘but if they are experts, they are algo 
human, and the people generally feel that 
they are disposed to do those things which 
_ will benefit themselves. It would be in 

the interests of the Government to bring 
such a state of affairs to a termination as 
perly as possible. 

‘Senator Gurwrre.—Does the honorable 
senator not think that it is necessary to 
eeu! some industries during war time? 

Senator Farrparrn. what about the 
profiteers ? 

Senator GUY.—I have said that if the 
‘Government were to enumerate the par- 
ticular activities which they desire to 
vontinue to control, there would not be 
the same exception taken to their action. 
_ Senator O’Krrrz.—They wish to con- 
trol Bos gs a 


Honorable. 


circular for a public meeting 


OHO RAB ISS senators opposite would justify ‘ 


; (SENATE. Bi e 


my 


Senator GUY. -Unfortinetely ree ce 
lief that. they wish to do so is common 
throughout Australia. I believe that Lie 
am expressing the feelings of the vast 
majority of the people of the Commons : 
wealth, not alone those who would vote ~ 
for me at an election, but those also who 
would vote against me. JI am asked - 
whether I do not favour the control oe < 
certain .industries; but even if I did, this 
is not the way td Control then. When 
es people of Australia are determined 

hat we shall have the power to control 
es industries, they will give us that .— 
power. This is ‘not the way in which 
to control even the profiteers. 

Senator Farrparrn.—How would it do. 
to oh: the Opposition into power for a_ 
time 

eae GUY.—That would require a 
general election. I do not propose to e 
predict what will happen politically im 
the near future, but I have no doubt as 
to what will eventually happen if this” _ 
kind of legislation 13 continued by the ? 
party opposite. ‘By the manner in 
which the powers conferred by the War — 


‘ Precautions Act have been used, people — 


have been prevented from Wee ina ae 


ing, or speaking their minds. 


Senator Senror.—I have done a lot. i 
of thinking in the meantime. — Uae c 

Senator. GUY.—Senator Senior 1956 3 
privileged to some extent. He-may say 
many things that I could not say without 
risk. 

I was saying that our liberties area 
stake under the Act. Hundreds of publi- _ 
cations that are in circulation in Great — ; 
Britain and the Allied countries are cen 
sored in Australia. Let me repeat again 
the silly action of the censor which I men- 
tioned the other night. I drafted a little 
, and put — 
on it the words ‘ Come and: hear the a 
truth,” and the censor put his blue pen- # 
ceil through that. I do not think ~ aa ae 


silly actions of that kind. But that s 
of thing has been done under the — 
Precautions Act throughout Aust 
and many vindictive things. have 
been done under it. Letters h 
held up, ‘and even a private | 
from a man to. his wife ha : 
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i: repeat iat, if. faaseible senators, when least £200,000,000 better off than 
considering sg original measure, had they were before the wor started. If 


known how the powers it conferred would 
be used, it would never have passed this 
Parliament. 

Senator Newranp:—lIs not the boror 


able senator magnifying small things and 


overlooking big things? 

Senator GUY.—If the honorable sena- 
tor thinks that \the liberty of a human 
being is a small. thing, I can. only disagree 
with bin =. 

Senator Nrwzanp.—The honorable 
senator was not referring to such things. 

Senator GUY.—I did refer to them, 
and very ‘explicitly. 

We have been told that the ex- 


tension of the operation of the Act 


is required, amongst other things, in 


~ eonnexion with the moratorium na iti 


mediately increase their freights, 
those concerned in the Wheat Pool and 
other organizations of the kind will at- 
once exploit the people. 
_. poor commentary on the spirit and feel- 


the control of financial institutions. We 
have been warned as to what will happen 


- in financial circles if the powers conferred 
by the Act are not retained. 


; We have 
been told that if we do not chain them 
down the money-lenders will crush the 
mortgagors, the shipping people will im- 
and 


This is a very 


ing of the men who occupy important 
positions in Australia. The Acting Prime 
Minister (Mr. Watt), in his speech in in- 
troducing this Bill in another place, said 
that the measure was necessary to prevent 
the ship-owners, the money-lenders, and 
similar people from exploiting other sec- 
tions of the community. What sort of 
loyalty and patriotism can there be 
amongst these people if it is necessary to 
chain them them down lest they do evil 
to the community ? 

Senator Nerwranp.—The honorable 
senator does not defend the money-lenders 
and men of that kind? 


_ Senator GUY.—I have no very great 


animosity against the man who lends 


money at a decent rate of interest. I 


know that men of wealth in Australia 
have done very well during the war. I 


am satisfied that the trading people 
_ have also done very well. It might 
= une be proved that they are 


at 


f 


they have not been satisfied with the con- 
ditions which have prevailed during the 
last four years, and as soon as they are 
let. off the chain will double their charges 
upon the people, who will not be in a posi- 
tion to protect themselves, that is but a 
poor recommendation for the persons who, 
in’ this Chamber and in another place, 
support the party opposite. I felt that it 
was extraordinary that the Government 
should express their opinion of the people 
pio they represent in the way they have - 
one 

Senator Nrwxanp.—The honorable 
senator knows that what has been said is 
quite true of many of them, and he would 
not defend them. 

Senator Sentor.—The majority of the 
people are honest, but we still. make laws 
‘against thieving. 

Senator GUY.—It is amusing to Listen 
to the excuses which our friends opposite 
find to.defend these peop!e. It would be 
better if they frankly admitted that many 
of them very probably deserve to- have ; 
some check exercised over them. 

I dare say that some of the activities 
controlled by Boards might very pro- 
perly be continued. I believe that the 
control of sugar has been a good thing 
for Australia. Whilst the people of this 
country have been receiving sugar at a 
reasonable rate, the company dealing in 
the commodity ‘have not done too badly. 
I understand that their profits are prac- 
tically the same as they were before the 
war. The powers contained within the 
four corners of the Bill under considera- 
tion are greater than, I ‘think, should be 


- vested in any Government after peace has 


been declared. The people of Australia 
have had to submit to galling conditions 
during the last four years. I think they 
deserve commendation for the manner in 


_ which they have submitted to these Te- 


strictions, but now that the war is prac- 
tically over, I see no reason why these 
should be continued. If the Government 
are well advised, they will allow the Act 
to terminate in the ordinary course. One 
reason advanced for the continuation of 
these powers is the need for the Govern- 
ment to be able to deal with people who 
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are accounted disloyal. 
for. disloyalists, but I think that reason 
is more or less a gag. There are very 
few disloyalists in the country, and | am 
quite satisfied that the good sense of the 
-eommunity could be depended upon to 
deal with them. Disloyalists would soon 
find themselves ostracized from society, 


for Australians are as loyal and as peace- | 


loving a people as are to be found in 
any part of the world: It is not wise, 
therefore, to» brand the people of Aus- 
tralia as disloyalists. There are so few 
of that class in Australia that it is not 
worth while keeping a measure like this 
on the statute-book in order to deal with 
a few cranks. It simply acts like a safety 
‘valve to let them say what they want 
to say. It hurts nobody, and no one at 
the other end of the world will take any 
- notice of what some crank or other says 
in Australia. We shall only make our- 
selves a laughing-stock in the eyes of 
sensible people if we continue this power 
for the sake of dealing with one or two 
persons who may be called disloyalists. 
J shall vote against the measure, and 
sincerely hope it will not be eiened. 
Senator O'KEEFE (Tasmania) [9.3].— 
Judging by the expression on their faces, 
my honorable friends opposite would like 
to get a disagreeable duty over as soon 
as possible. I refer to the duty of voting 
for this measure, as they are going to 
do, when only a small proportion of them 
really believe that these powers ought to 
be continued. J think I am justified in 


‘believing that with some of my honorable” 


friends party allegiance and the crack- 
ing of the party whip are stronger than 
their own inclinations. We are all jin 
the grip of party politics, and I honestly 
believe that a number of them are just 
as anxious to see the War Precautions 
Act swept out of existence as is any one 


on this side, but the cracking of the party 


whip compels them to vote for the Bill. 

- Senator pp Larerr.—That is why you 
voted for it on the first occasion? —_- 

_ Senator O)KEEFE—I voted for # 

then for the same reason as Senator de 

_Largie did, because we were foolish 

enough to believe the assurances of Sena- 
tor Pearce, Mr. Hughes, and others that 


? 


_[SENATE] oe 


i = no aes ‘i 


~ when the ecunumy cry is s 
of some of ee pues do 


million to one chance of this terrible - war 


it wetted be set ees Ser ae pusposes 
of emergency for which it was passed. Tt” 
was a war-time measure, and it was a 
well-known historical fact that the Gas 
vernment of every country when at war 
found it necessary to pass a measure ore 
this sort, giving them power to act in case 
of emergency. A number of us who Sup- © 
ported that Bill had serious misgivings, | 
because we knew the powers in it ee: 
much wider than Parliament ought toss 
give to any Ministry, or than Parlia- — ¢ 


; igi a ++ 


ment would give to any Ministry in- 2, 


normal times, but we were solemnly ree 
mised, and were fools enough to believe, — 
that the measure would be used only for 
the purposes for which it was framed, 
presented to Parliament, and passed, and 
for which it was. supported by those sup- — 
porting the Government. The sequel has ~ 
shown that, during the past few years 
there have been done under these regu- 
lations, which ~have been turned out in 
hundreds, like sausages from a machin 
things that awould. have almost disgrace a 


the secret. police system of Russia. 3 


We are told that it is necessary to pass 
this Bill because peace has not yet been 
proclaimed. For all practical purposes 
it has been proclaimed, and no nen ae 
of Parliament believes that there is 


breaking out again. The real reaso1 
why the. Government have brough 
down the Bill is that the heads of the 
various Controls, and the members of t¢ 
parliamentary, or non-parliamenta 
Boards, have eas ae Coverniae 


eon both. Tiesies to meet “nation: 
emergencies, That would be an £ 
framed in a proper way, and not giv: 
such wide and drastic powers as the W. 
Precautions Act gave to a Governme? 
which no one expected to use thei 
the way they have been used. 
we'] to remind the people in th 


cess, 


- -geription referendum, 


aS War Preeations 


’ a At 

- Mr. Tudor asked the Prime Minister in 
the House of Representatives when Par- 
liament would be called together again. 
_ Parliament was just about to go into: re- 
| -as was supposed, only for a few 
= weeks, because there was a great deal of 
really. important work to be done. Now | 
the word and plédge of a Prime Minister 
ought to be worth taking by the people 
of Australia, and Mr. Hughes solemnly 
gave his wart that it was the intention 
that. Parliament should meet again soon. 
Mr. Tudor said he was afraid something 
micht be done under the War Precau- 
tions Act when the doors of Parliament 
were closed, and the people’s represen- 
tatives were powerless. Mr. Hughes 
solemnly pledged his word that noe 
- would be done that Parliament would not 
condone if it were sitting. 
few weeks after Mr. Hughes made 
that statement, members were called 
from all parts of Australia by a notice 
that Parliament would assemble on a, cer- 


tain day, and when some of them had 


reached Melbourne, they were suddenly | 
told that they were not wanted, and that 


(eethe Government, by virtue of their powers — 


wh 
Kye 


under this remarkable piece of legisla-— 

tion, had decided to take the second con- 

? The: Government 

determined on this course without con- 
sulting their own supporters. Never be- 
fore was such a flagrant breach of a man’s 

word committed by the Leader of any 
Parliament - within the 
minions. 


Senator BaRNEs. —And he got it right: 


in the neck. 


Senator O’KEEFE. — He got it right. 


where it hurt him most. | Not one fol- 
lower of the Government that expressed 
his opinion privately to me when we-re- 


‘assembled after the second referendum © 


had been defeated said he believed that 
the referendum would be carried. if 
heard a number say that if they had been 


consulted by the Government they would. 


have advised them not to take the refer- 
endum. ‘ 
- Senator Praiw. — Why resurrect hisses 


a dead ghosts? 


Senator OQ’ KEEFE. — The honorable 
senator does not like to have 
_ these dead dogs resurrected. I know 


= 
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_beginning to heal, 


Within a very 


B ritish Do-— 
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they. smell, but these are the sort 
of things that it is necessary 
to resurrect, because the Government 
which Senator Plain supports are asking 
the Senate to grant them an extension of — 
the very powers under which these things ~ 
were done. From £80,000 to £100,000 
was thrown away, and bitterness be- 
tween the people of Australia was in- ~ 
tensified. Soreness caused between life- 
long friends by the first referendum was 
intensified, just when the wounds were 
and the Government 
were defeated by a far larger majority 
than on the first occasion. The second 
referendum could not have been taken if 
the country had been governed in the 
constitutional way, and if the representa- 
tives sent by the Democracy from the 
four corners of Australia to Melbourne 
had been allowed by Mr. Hughes to do 
‘those things that the people sent them 
here to do. But Mr. Hughes, Senator 
Pearce, and the Ministry closed the doors 
of Parliament. They said to the repre- 
“sentatives of: the people: ‘‘ Out on yen 
you have nothing to do with us.’’ In 
saying that to the people’s representa- 
tives, they flouted the peonle, and, as 
Senator Barnes suggests, they gob it 
where they did not seem to expect it, 
but where, apparently, most of their sup- 
porters thought they would get it. 
Heaven knows. what spirit of madness: 
came over the Cabinet when they deridss 
to take the second referendum. 

Senator Ferricks. — They were af. 
flicted with Hughesitis. 

Senator O’KEEFE.—That is the dis- 
ease. 7 = 

Look at some of the things that 
happened during that campaign. 
‘Hughes went to Queensland, and because 
an egg hit him, he spent a great deal of 
the taxpayers’ money, under the war 
powers conferred by the Act, in establish- 
ing a special Queensland police foree to 
protect him. That force is still in exist- 
ence, although I do not know if the 
Queensland hens are still laying strong 
eggs. It might have been a very strong- 
egg, but I euarantee that we have hens in 
Tasmania which lay eggs quite as strong. 
The one that spoilt my new hat on the 
night before the referendum, when I was 
speaking in opposition to conseription, 


Mr... 
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was laid, I will guarantee, by a stronger 
hen than the one that laid the egg that 
hit Mr. Hughes. I did not ask for a 
single special policeman to be appointed 
in Tasmania to protect me, and if the 
campaign had lasted for another three or 
four weeks I would still: have revelled in 
it, because I believed I was doing my 
duty, as I suppose Mr. Huches_ believed 
he was doing his. These things were 
made possible. only because Australia was 
being governed, not by Parliament, but 


by the Ministry under the War Precan-. 


tions Act and the regulations pertaining 
to it. 

Let me cite a few more absurd 
instances. Probably Senator Pearce 
does not know that these things were 
happening, because he was not ver- 
sonally responsible fer all the stupidities 
by the censors. Let me direct attention 
to the position that existed in Tasmania. 
At Launceston, prior to the departure of 
each vessel, nobody was allowed to ap- 
proach within a certain distance of a 
sh’p’s sides, a space was roped off, and 
all the passengers’ luggage was searched, 
for fear, no doubt, that some crank in 
the community muicht take on board an 
infernal machine for the destruction of 
the boat. At the same time, at Burnie, 
a port equally important, only 100 miles 


further along the coast,» vessels were 
deaving twice a week without any 
such restrictions being imposed. It 


was possible at any time for an enemy 
‘to take passage on the Oonah, and by 
means of bombs sink the vessel on her 
passage between Burnie and Melbourne. 
ii these precaut'ons were necessary. at 
one port in Tasmania, surely they were 
just as necessary at ‘another: but, ap- 
parently, there is no official information 
about this absurd position, and certainly 
T was not going to say anything. 

Senator Senror.—That is a very poor 
illustration to quote. 

Senator OKEEFE.—Well, it has to 
be a silly one to reach my honorable 
_-friend’s intell'gence. 
- Many absurd things were also done 
under the regulat‘ons for the control of 
racing. In Tasmania the Military Com- 
Sindant is an estimable gentleman in 
every sense of the word, but he knew 
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_ times 
to attend the Court, only to find on every — 


- Act is largely a dead letter, 


absolutely nothing about racing, and yet i 


the sole control of all the little picnic 
race meetings was placed in his hands, a 
because, so the Government believed, it 
was necessary to curtail racing. It would — f 
have been far better if the Minister for ~— 
Defence (Senator Pearce) had placed this 
matter in the hands of a man who knew 
ee about racing, or if this covld 

not have been done, the had instructed _ 
Bees to advise the Commandant as — 
to the best method for the control of ~ 
sport in that State. -But now that regu- 
lation has been withdrawn, and, there is 
no longer any control of sport in the Com- 
monwealth. 

Let me also give another illustration 
of the absurdity of censorship administra- 
tion in Tasmania. I know that no less — 
than seven. prosecutions were ordered — 
against the ed:tor of one paper. -Seven ~ 
the editor was called . upon 


occasion that he was not wanted, as the 
case had been withdrawn. I desire to be 
just to the man who has had charge of 
this matter in Tasmania. He has com- 
plained on several occasions that he had 


‘to obey instructions from head-quarters, 


and I know that sometimes he said he was 
sorry for the action he had to take. i 
A good deal has been said about the 
necessity for continuing the power with © 
regard to moratorium regulations. That 
matter’ has been fully dealt with, so I 
have no intention of taking up further 
time of the Senate in its discuss‘on, except 
to say that a member of a legal firm in 
Hobart told me the other day that. the a 
because, 
whenever people approach a financier for oe 
assistance they contract themselves out of 
the regulations. This substantiates the 
statement made by Senator Pratten last — 
night. : ae 
In regard to the appointment of age 
secret service police by the Minister for a 
eres and, I eee the Min’ ster 


ela 


not ae to mention names, because { tl r J sy 
individuals concerned are not here to. By, 
protect themse!ves—I have absolute Lae | 
that this system was -responsible ‘or 
more secret meanness than one would — 
have pels pec in a country like 


wn. Hy ~ 
3 GX . =e ad 
code 


fe oer » Et ge 


=¢ 


the .Wor ee 
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from them information to build up cases. 
We have been accustomed to pity the. 
Ressian people for the iniquities they en- 
dured under the secret: service police sys- 


tem of that-country, but during the past 


four years things have been done in this 
country that would almost’ lead one to 
assume he was in Russia. 


The prohibition of any statements re- 
garding soldiers’ grievances at a time 
when the Government were asking for a 
large number of additional recruits hin- 
dered. fecruiting considerably. Unfortu- 
nately, at that time newspaper editors 
and proprietors were prevented from giv- 
ing publicity to soldiers’ legitimate griev- 
ances. The powers of the censorship 
were exercised rigorously." I am speak- 
ing about things I know of. 
in. “Hobart, the Daily Post, now known @3_ 
perhaps because it was a 
Labour paper, was treate1 with great 
severity. It will be well remembered 
that, in 1917, the Government declared 
that the press was to. be free in regard 
to censorship, excepting in regard to 
statements connected with the naval or 
military defence of the Commonwealth, 


- But, in spite of that, explicit orders were 


‘the 


sent to the Daily Post that they had to 
submit everything to the censor, although 
the Ei araihent had made the definite 
declaration to which I have referred. 


But the editor of the Daily Post was not | 


so foolish as to comply absolutel; with 
order, and frequently published 
articles which had no connexion whatever 


with naval or military defence, and it 


was IN connexion with these transgressions 
that he was brought before the Court on 
the occasion I have mentioned, though in 
each case the prosecution was withdrawn. 

There are one or two other matters to 
‘hich I may refer. 
time, I think, that some information was 
puklished as to the position of the metal 

rade in Australia under the Government 
control by virtue of regulations pro- 
mulgated under the War Precautions 
Act. A number of people interested in 
the metal industry are not satisfied, be- 


cause there has been too much secrecy 
about the control. 


It is also suggested 


that the people would like to have some 


statement about the ships purchased by 


One paper - 


‘better propositions, were granted, 


It is just about 
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Australia, The third degree has been the Commonwealth. This transaction 
put upon witnesses in order to extract involved an expenditure of about 


£2,000,000, and I think the people are 
entitled to see half- yearly or yearly 
balance-sheets. There ought to be some 
explicit information given. 

Senator  Pratren. There should ‘be 
audited accounts. 


Senator OO KEEFE. eet | Agaty, 


three gentlemen have been appointed to 


exercise absolute control over the forma- 
tion of companies. It seems to me that 
that is rather a dangerous procedure. 
These men are only human, and it may 
be that some of their personal friends 
would have more consideration given to 
thefr applications to form companies 
than would others with whom they .were 
not so well acquainted. Of course, it is 
possible that these gentlemen may have 
been influenced only by unconscious bias. 
Whether that is so, I cannot say. But I 


know that quite a number of persons who | 


made applications to be allowed to form 
companies, with apparently very promis- 
ing prospects, had their applications re- 
fused. As a result, they were very sore 
about it. I know, 400, that other appli- 
cations, which. did not seem to be any 
and 
that for a long time there was a good deal © 
of dissatisfaction experienced amongst . 
persons who engage in this class of | 
business. 

I have been informed that all. ies. 
ences made to the Commission which has 
been inquiring into certain matters con- 
nected with our Naval and Military ad- 
ministration were censored, and that their 
publication was prohibited until after the 
Acting Prime Minister had_ spoken. 
Only to-day I received a wire from a Tas- 
manian editor to that effect. Of course, 
we have been promised that the censor- 
ship regulations, if they are not actually 
lifted, will be very. much relaxed: in the 
future. The sooner that position is 
brought about the better it will be for the 
Ministry and for the welfare of the people 
of Australia. 

I complained just now of our cursed | 
secret police system—a system for which 
there was absolutely no necessity, seeing 
that ordinary detectives, by pursuing — 
ordinary methods, would have been able 
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“to secure just as good results as have 
been achieved. But under the system 
which has grown up in Australia quite as 
~ bad things have been done here ag were 
~ done in Russia years ago. For example, — 
I have on several occasions referred to the 
case of a man named Kiely. I now pro- 


pose to give a peculiar instance of the 


lack of promptitude that has been ex- 
hibited by certain officials who are re- 
sponsible to the Minister for Defence. 
According to a telegram which I received 


from the honorable gentleman, this man_ 


was arrested in June last “as a precau- * 
fionary measure” under our War Precau- 
tions Act. Since then he has been con- 
fined in a detention camp until a few 
days ago. According to his own state- 
iment, he had never been afforded an 


“opportunity of confronting his accusers, | 


and did not even know the charge upon 
which he had been arrested. After I 
had moved the adjournment of the Senate 
to call attention to his case, and after I 
had read a letter from Kiely, whom I 
have never seen and do not know, the 
Minister stated that some five or six weeks 
previously he had ordered that a public 
investigation should be held into this 
man’s case. ‘Thereupon I pointed out 
that it was indeed remarkable—if that 
order had been given—that this sick man 
was still being allowed to rot in gaol. 

The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
T. Givens).—I do not think that the hon- 
- orable senator’s remarks are relevant to 
the War Precautions Act, and, conse- 
BS tag they are not relevant to this 
Bill. 

Senator O’7KEEFE.—Then the Min- 
ister has misled me, because hé assured 
me that this man had been arrested under 
that Act “as a precautionary measure.’ 
Under no other Act could his liberty be 
taken from him, and could he be kept in 
gaol for months without a trial. I do 
not know of any Statute which ‘would 
permit Senator Pearce, under his signa- 
ture, to have a man arrested. Yesterday 
I asked the Minister when the promised 
investigation into Kiely’s case would be 
‘held, and whether the accused would be 
| allowed legal assistance. The honorable 
- gentleman “asked for notice of my ques- 
‘tion. I gave notice of it, and to-day the 


Minister replied that he had not set 


affection. 


ne Coe 


received the desired toa akene anne 
would probably be able to supply it later tp 
in the day. This morning I happened to — 
pick up a newspaper from Launceston, 
from which I learned that the investiga- 
tion into this man’s case began in that — 
city on Friday last. Yet the Minister's 
officials did not know anything aboutit. —_, 
Senator Barnus.—The Minister him- Se 
self did not know, I suppose. ts 
Senator O'KEEFE—I do not blame 
the Minister. Although I do not agree — 
with him upon many matters, I sympa- - 
thize with him because of the enormous 
responsibility which he is carrying to- — 2 
day. But he has officers, who ought to 
know what is transpiring. According to 
the newspaper report, Kiely was brought 
‘up in chambers before a police magis- 
trate, in the person of Mr. Hall. He 
asked that his case might be remanded, 
to give him an opportunity of obtaining 
leval assistance. Accordingly, he was re- 
manded until the next day, when Mr. M. — 
J. Clarke, a solicitor, appeared for him. 
At the same time Mr. Archer, a member 
of a firm of solicitors in Launceston, ap- 
peared for the Defence Department. <A 
file was presented, which contained seve- 
ral charges against this man, I under- 
stand, charges of disloyalty. and dis- s — 
Thereupon his solicitor stated — 
that that was the first time his client had 
been informed —of the nature of hee 
charge which was to be preferred sin 
him, and, consequently, he asked for a 
further retard; so that he might have = 
an opportunity of cross-examinin 
Kiely’s accusers. Surely that was a 
reasonable request! Surely we ought 
not to assume that every man is ouilty 
of the offence with which he is charged 
until he has proved his innocence! This 
man had had no chance of proving his" 
innocence. The legal representative of — 
the Defence Department also desired a re- — 
mand, because he had not received the 
file of papers until that day. He stated, 
however, that he had received instruc- 
tions from the Department to aff 
every facility for this investigation to t 
place. The case was, therefore, reman¢ 
until this evening. Apparently, Kie 
Poa is not deemed to ae of We 


guar ded 
et. 


War Precautions — 
Ha 


the ordinary hours of the day, inasmuch 


as his ease is to be heard in chambers at 


7 o'clock fhis evening. I am not sufb- 
ciently familiar with legal procedure to 


know whether the fact of a case being 


heard in chambers implies that it is to 


be heard in private or in public. 


Senator Knarive.—Probably that time 
was fixed for the convenience of the ac- 
cused’s own counsel. az 

Senator O’KEEFE.—It may be ‘so, 
but I doubt it. Had it not been for my 
repeated efforts in this chamber to secure 
a public investigation into this man’s 
case, he would still have been languish- 


ing in the Darlinghurst internment camp. _ 


If a man can be arrested on the mere 
statement of another that he has. given 


utterance to certain sentiments, and if he 
can be kept in.an internment camp for 
six months without a trial, under the War 


Precautions Act—the dperation of which 
we are now invited to. extend—our 


vaunted freedom in Australia has dis- 
Kiely, I may add, was born. 


in Australia, and comes of a very reput- 


appeared. 


able family, who live in Warrnambool. 
_ Obviously. the career of such a man was 


open to the police. 
_ should have been proceeded against under 
~ the ordinary laws of the country, and 
not under the 

~ If he had been brought before the Courts 


IT maintain that he 


War Preeautions Act. 
under the ordinary laws of the country 
he would have been given the same privi- 
leges as are granted to the greatest crimi- 
nal. He would have been brought face 
to face with his accusers. “A man charged 


with the vilest crime, so long as it is not 


under the War Precautions Act, 18 con- 


ceded the opportunity to face his ac- 
cusers, and is given a chance to bring 
evidence in rebuttal of the accusation. 
This man, however, had to remain in 
gaol from early in June last until a few 
days ago. I would not vote for the con- 
tinuance of this measure for one moment 
after ee declaration of peace. I would 
vive a hundred votes, if I had them, to 


wipe it out of existence immediately ; ’be- 
cause, for all practical purposes, we have 
peace to-day. Where is the justice of 


ot he a this Be and ony other indi- 
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of a man’s liberty may be a small thing 
to some Defence Department officials, but 
it is a big thing to the individual. con- 
cerned. If it is proved that this man 
has said anything which, in the remotest 
degree, could: be considered a menace to 
the safety of the Empire, I would say, 
“Good enough for him if he gets the sen- ~ 
tence he deserves.” But, no matter what — 
may be proved against fie the Govern- 
ment will never be able to clear itself of 
the shame of the charge that it took away — 
a man’s liberty and refused him a public — 
investigation. The fact 1s, we have not 
been living in a free country. Things 
have been done in Australia, under our 
secret . intelligence service especially, 
which would almost put the secret service 
police of Russia to shame. , 

We have heard three excellent-speeches, 
delivered by honorable senators opposite, 
who have advanced strong reasons why 
#e Act should not be continued. , We 
‘are presumalbly here to legislate for the 
people who ‘sent us here. The people _ 


-might as well have shut up Parliament, 
and have said to Mr. Hughes and the — 
: Ministers of his Government, 


“You are 
running the show. Go ahead!” ao 

Before concluding .my remarks, I de- 
sire to refer to a few of the Boards which 
have sprung into existence under cover. 
of this Act and its regulations. Some 
days ago a return was laid before Parlia- 
ment relating to the non-=parliamentary 
Boards which are governing the country — 


to-day. I have before me a newspaper 
record dealing with that return. It 
states— 


An incomplete return, supplied in the House — 
of Representatives by the Acting Prime Min- — 
ister, showed that thirty-seven Boards and 
‘Commissions, some of them subdivided, had 
been appointed by the Ministry in connexion 
with Government Departments and war activi- 
ties. Many of them are honorary in character. 
The salaries and honorariums indicated amount 
in the maximum to £11,775 per annum, ex- 
elusive of daily fees and travelling allow- 
ances. 


I suppose those latter would total as. 
much as, if not more than, the sum men- 
tioned. This money has been expended by 
these gentlemen who were appointed by 
the Government to act in an honorary 


\ 
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capacity. They have been  solicitous 
to help the Government—quite anxious 
to do so—and no doubt, they have acted 
in a public-spirited manner. 

The report proceeds to deal specifically 
with the various Boards, and it gives the 
following. particulars: — 


Commonwealth Shipping Board.—The chair- 
man (Rear-Admiral Sir William Clarkson) 
_ receives an allowance of .£350, in addition to 
his salary from the Navy Department of £900, 
making his total remuneration £1 250 per 
annum. Mr. D. L. Dowdell, delegate member 
in London, is paid at the rate of £1,000 per 
annum, and an allowance of £2 2s. per day. 
Mr. C. G. Lyon, representative in India (now 
resigned), was paid at the rate of £1,000 per 
annum, with an allowance of £2 2s. per day. 
No salaries or fees are paid to other mentbers 
of the Board. 

The Deputy Controller of Overseas Shipping 
(Sir Edward Owen Cox), the Deputy Con- 
troller of Coastal Shipping (Mr. David 
Hunter), 
Central Shipping Committee 
salaries or fees. { 

Wool Committees—No salaries or allow- 
ances are paid to members of the Central or 
State Wool Committees, or of the Sheepskin 
sub-Committees. 

Enemy Aliens Committee aay salaries or 
allowances are paid to members. 

Royal Commission on Navy and Defence Ad- 
_ ministration——The members do not receive any 
salaries or allowances. Travelling expenses 
may be claimed. 

Royal Commission on Commonwealth Public 
Servants or Employees of Enemy Origin.—No 
salary is paid to Mr. A. N. Barnett, the Com- 
missioner. When travelling he is entitled to 
30s. a day as expenses. 

Federal Public Service Control Royal Com- 
mission.—No salary is paid to Mr. D. C. 
MeLachlan, the Commissioner. When away 
from Sydney he is entitled to travelling allow- 
ance at the rate of 30s. a day. 

Economies Royal Commission.—No fees are 
paid to members. 

With respect to that last: named body, it 
is a pity that it was not in being before 
Mr. Hughes instituted his Commonwealth 
Police, and before the Government de- 
cided to take a second referendum, and 
throw £80,000 away. 

The list of Boards as given in the 
newspaper report continues— 

Committee to Advise the Government. on 
Legal Problems Arising Out of the War.—No 
salaries or allowances are paid to members. 
The railway fares of the Sydney members are 


paid when they are required to attend meetings 
of the committee in Melbourne. 


- Senator O’ Keefe. 


are not..,paid 


and the members of the Inter-State. 


Australian Metal Exchange——No salaries or — 
allowances are paid to members of the Sydney 
and Melbourne committees of the Ae 
Metal Exchange. 

The Australian metal industry is a tre- 

mendous business; and it appears to be 

rather remarkable that a number of 

gentlemen who have been occupied for the 

greater part of their lives in making  « 
money out of Australian metals should — 
be willing, at this stage, to work for no- 

thing. I can only repeat that it is es 

markable. Whatever else it may be, 

is certainly not a good system. All mi 

matters should be kept under the direct — 
control of the Government. There are 

Ministers who are paid to look after — 
them. 

Under the Nave and Treasury. Depart- 
ments there are the following Boards:— 
‘Central Coal Board.—£25 a month is paid — 

to Mr. A. McGowan, assistant to the Board. 

Coal Purchase Boards.—Travelling expenses 


~~ ° 


according to his rank, and cost of railway 
' fares, are paid to Captain Waley, the presi- 


dent. Miners’ representatives on Coal Pur- 
chase Boards -are allowed £2 2s. each meeting, 
in addition to actual railway fares, such allow- 
ance not to exceed £4 4s. a week in addition 
to actual railway fares. 

Council of Finance-——-Members act in an 
honorary capacity. 

Central War Loan Committee in each State 
and War Saving Committees in each State — 
Members act in an honorary capacity. . 

. Commonwealth Stores Supply and Tender ~— 
Board.—Each member receives £1 ls. for each 
sitting of the Board. Perhe® 


Senator SENIOR. —The latter is a vere. 
useful Board. Such bodies, throughout 
the States, have rendered excellent sere 00 
vices. | Teh 
Senator O)PKEEFE.—That may be; ha 
but things have been done which have not ee 
tended towards economy. - tee 

In the Defence Department the various . 
Boards include the following:— — pes 

Military Board.—Military members of the 
Board receive special duty pay at the rate of a 
£75 per annum. No fees are paid to the other ya 
members. re 

War Railway Council.—No fees are paid to> 
members. _ 

Board of Business Administration. —Mr.. iy 
George Swinburne was not paid anything gh 
addition to his ‘salary of £2,000 a year as 
Inter-State Commissioner. Mr. C. H. ae = 
receives £1.500 a year. Mr.-H. V. McKay erge 
received £1,500 a year to 7th November, 1918; ae 
since then he, has acted in an honorary capa- — os 


city. Mr. W. G. McBeath a in an honorary es 
capacity. = LR a Ba tre 


War pence igs 


Why wa it necessary to employ Mr. H. 
Ve, McKay? He was not a member of 
Parliament.’ 
authority by the people, or by any sec- 
tion of the people, to administer the 
country’s affairs. Neither had any 
other of the individuals mentioned. 
This is merely a way of ministerially 
shelving control. The Government have 
- thrown their duties and responsibilities 
Upon non-parliamentary Boards; and 


even if those Boards have been acting in’ 


an honorary capacity, the system has not 
been satisfactory. Let the people either 
shut up the Federal Parliament. and 
hand the Government of the country 
over to the non-parliamentary Boards, or 
let the Government take back and. ad- 
minister its proper powers. ‘These Boards 


comprise a super-Parliament, having no 


responsibility to the people. The other 
_day a report was placed before Parlia- 
ment dealing with the investigations of 
a Commission upon Naval and Mihtary 
administration. That Commission ¢on- 
ceived it to be its duty merely to report 
upon the facts, and not to make recom- 
mendations. That inquiry should -have 
been conducted by a Judge acting as a 
Royal Commission, who would not only 
have set out the facts, but would have 
probably made recommendations. 

I shall not deal with the whole of the 
‘Boards mentioned in the list I have been 
quoting, but will proceed now to indicate 
those under the Trade and Customs De- 
partment— 


Commonwealth Board of Trade, Bureau of 


Commerce and Industry, Institute of Science - 


and Industry, Australian Wheat Board, Wheat 
Storage Commission, Price Fixing Branch, 
Leather Industries Board, Commonwealth Film 
Censorship, Commonwealth Dairy Produce 
Pool Committee, Sulphate of Ammonia Board, 
Cornsacks Advisory Board, 
Flax Committee. 


- The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
_ T. Givens) —Order! I point out to the 
honorable senator that many of the mat- 
ters quoted have no connexion at all with 
the War.Precautions Act. ye, 

‘Senator O’KEEFE—Those — Boards 
have been appointed under the powers of 
that Act. 

~The - PRESIDENT.—The 


honorable 


gentleman was just reading the name of 


~ 
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He had not been given. 


the, appointment of these Boards, 


Commonwealth 


a Bonne Seed under the powers of 
the Customs Act. 

Senator O7KEEFE.—That is true, sir, 
but I will say that a great majority of 
these non-parliamentary Boards have 
been appointed by virtue of the powers 
contained in the War Precautions Act 
and its regulations—powers which we are 
now asked to extend. 

This subject, generally, is of the ereatest 
importance, and cannot be discussed at 
too great length so long as there may 
be a chance of securing the support of 
sufficient honorable senators to cast thi 
Bill into the waste-paper basket. 

Senator FAIRBACRN (Victoria) — 
[10.0].—Senator O’Keefe has beea ani- 
madverting upon the appointment of busi- - 
ness Boards, and has suggested that the 
object of Ministers in making these ap- 
pointments was to escape. respcnsibility. 
IT cannot see anything more natural in a 
time of war, when Ministers were called 
upon to undertake vast duties in addition 
to their ordinary work, than that they 
should call in men of experience to assist 
them, and men who have been glad to 
give their services for nothing.  Minis- 
ters have not escaped responsibility by — 
The 
Board reports to the Minister, but it is 
the Minister who must acespt respon- 
sibility for any action taken. It was 
absolutely necessary that these Boards 
of highly trained successful men of busi- 
ness should come to the assistance of 
the country in the time of stress and 
strain through which we have been pass- 
ing. I commend the Government for 
having appointed these Boards. I wish 
that they had appointed more of them, 
and had adopted the policy earlier. Tf 
we look to Great Britain and to the 
United States of America we shall find 
that they have proceeded in the same 
direction and have @mployed successful 
citizens to run their vast ‘commercial un- 
dertakings during the war. 

Senators Ferricks and O’Keefe fees 
directed attention to one very serious 
thing, and that is the curtailment of the 
liberty of certain persons. 1 can con- 
ceive of nothing more seriows than that 
the liberty of any citizen shovld be un- 
justifiably curtai'ed. I should ~be pre- 
pared to vote against any Government 
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responsible for such a thing. I- aiyel 
_ however, been compelled to choose be: 
tween statements made by Senators Fer- 
ricks. and O’Keefe and the statements 
made on behalf of the Government. 
Senator Frrricxs.—If the honorable 

senator will ask the Minister for Defence 
he will tell him that what we have said 
is a fact, and that a man is not told the 
charge upon which he is interned. 

Senator FAIRBATIRN.—Does Senator 
Ferricks suggest. that these men were 
picked up indiscriminately in the street, 
or that the Minister for Defence (Sena- 
tor Pearce) had some special ‘‘ down ’’ 
upon them ? 

Senator O’ ses — Some persons made 
_ charges against them. 


Senator FAIRBAIRN .—Does the oy 


orable senator suggest that the Minister 
did not look into the charges made, or 
that he keeps men interned just for fun? 
Honorable senators overlook the fact that 
in interning men the Minister incurs en- 
ormous responsibility. If he deprived a 
man of his liberty wtpon insufficient 
ground, he would for ever forfeit his place 
in the esteem of the community. 

_ Senator Frrricks.—-Would the honor- 
able senator keep a man in gaol without 
, confronting him with his accuser ? 
Senator FATRBAIRN.—The _ honor- 
able senator should. remember that we 
have been at war. 
ister must have completely satisfied him- 
self that it would be dangerous to let 
certain men out of custody, or he would 
- have permitted them to go free. I hope 
that in reply the Minister for Defence 
will give some particulars of the cases 
which have been referred to. Liberty is 
the most valuable possession which a man 
can enjoy. 

Senator Lt. sGélone! O’ LoGHLIN. 2 oP ega 
cases have been brought before the Senate 
on several occasiorts. 

- Senator FAIRBAIRN.—I have heard 
them stated, and I have heard the Min- 
ister’s reply, 
was justified in keeping men interned in 
the interests of the safety of the whole 
community. We could not permit aliens 
and disaffected people 
Senator O’Krrre.—The man to whom 
‘ { ee referred was born at Warrnam- 
 DOal 23: re 
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the common-sense question ‘‘ Why does — Ee: 


In my view the Min- 


the country £320,000 in the efforts that 


to induce men to fill up the ranks of our 


and have concluded that he- 


ness canes act Mr. 


Senator FAIRBAIRN —The man wl fon 
is disaffected in this country must be ‘abe 
solutely insane, and it would not be wise — et 
to let such men and enemy aliens wander — | 
about the country, possibly giving infor-_ 
mation to our enemies. aS 

Senator Frerricxs. —Is it not a pes pace 
thing that a man should be told the age 
charge made against him? af 

Senator FAIRBAIRN.—I should think 
sO. 4 
Senator FERRICKS. That has not been Se 
done. ~ fe co 

Senator FAIRBAIRN. — There must — 
be some sufficient reason for it which I 
am not at present aware of. Honorable 
senators opposite should ask themselves — 


~ 


the Minister do this?’”’? They know that — 


= 


In interning persons he incurs a yeu: = 


great responsibility indeed. : ES 

Senator O’Krrre.—He does it on the 
evidence of his officials. 

Senator FAIRBAIRN. — They must 
have sifted the evidence. 

- Senator Frrricxs.—The Minister will 
not disclose their_identity. © | 

Senator FAIRBAIRN. — It must ee 
disclosed at some time, and if men have 
been’ improperly imprisoned those who are at 
responsible will incur tremendous pene ; 
ties. ae 
Senator O'Keefe said that Mr. Hughes, H 
by carrying out two referenda on con-_ 
scription, put the country to an expense — 
of £160,000. But the honorable senator 
forgot to mention that the failure of the — ig i 
referenda to establish conscription -cost oe 


had to be made to secure recruits to sup- 
port the magnificent divisions we had ab — 
the Front, Had conscription been. ace 
cepted, it would not have been necessary 
to spend. £320,000 on recruiting, in order 


sadly depleted battalions, to keep Aus- 
tralia’s flag flying and her honour secure 
Though our battalions were a8 dec 


pendituya on eats was money w 


spent. = 
ae ©’ ible BS 6 would ‘not. ‘ 


the first conseripton ae 


r P asi be i "la - < - 5 
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hear that any. bitterness was allowed to 
interfere with a proper spirit of -patriot- 

ism on the part of the people. 
When this Bill was first introduced it 
__ proposed the extension of the operation of 
the Act for six months after the war. 
_ The Acting Prime. Minister (Mr. Watt) 
has since agreed to curtail the period to 
three months after the war, or until the 
d0th July, whichever is the longer period, 
There must be some period fixed for the 
termination of its operation. If it, 
‘were to terminate suddenly, the result 
would be chaos. It must be admitted 
that it is necessary to continue the exer- 
__ cise of many of the powers conferred by 
the Act. 
_ thousand German enemy subjects sent 
here from Hong Kong, the Malay Penin- 


Precautions Act were suddenly repealed, 
those people would be turned out am ongst 
us. I think that honorable senators 
_ generally would not like to face that con- 
dition of things. The Wool Pool-must 
be continved; the Wheat Pool, and the 
__Metal Pool’also. We must continue to 
control butter shipments. ee 
__ _ Senator Prarren. — Why cannot the 
Metal Pool be brought to an end? 
- Senator FAIRBAIRN, — Because, I 
_ understand, there are contracts made 
through the Pool all over the world. 
Senator Prarren.—With the British 
Government ? 
_ Senator” FAIRBAIRN.—Yes. The 
honorable senator might just as well ask 
why the Wool Pool or the Wheat Pool 
should not be brought to an end in the 
same way. We cannot expect Ministers, 


while we are badgering them here day. 


after day, to give proper attention to all 
these things. I do not think that seven 
months from the present time is too long 
to bring the operation of this me“€ure to 


a close. I admit that its operation causes” 


terrible friction, but we must give the 
Government a reasonable time in which 
to make proper arrangements to deal with 
the matter in an orderly fashion. 

____ Senator Kearrve.—We do not need the 
_ War Precautions Act to maintain the 
Metal Pool or the Wool Pool. | 
Senator FAIRBAIRN.—1 think that 


do. 


a, 
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as des Senator FAIRBAIRN.—I am SOITy to : 


We have amongst us several 


_ Sula, and other places, and if the War 


have had quite enough of that. 


He says—_ 
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Senator Knatina.—We have exclusive 
power over all exports. 
Senator Pxarcz.—That is not the only 
way in which the business may be con- 
trolled. ae a 
Senator Knarrne.—It may be con- 
trolled in that way. at 
Senator FATRBAIRN.—E do not eare 
to set my opinion against that of a lawyer, — 
but if we had not the Wool Pool we 
should very soon find various wool pro- 
ducers ignoring the arrangements alto- 


——- 


-gether and shipping their own wool. 


Senator Prarren.—How could they 
ship it if export was prohibited ? | 

Senator FAIRBAIRN.—They could 
sell it to some one here, and have it 
worked up here. Senator Pratten might 
establish a factory for the purpose. We 
can only have these matters dealt with in 


-an orderly way by granting the extension 


of the Act which 
asking for. 

There are many activities which I hope 
the Government will cease to control at 
once. ete 

JI am as much against the censorship 
as any one can be. TI think that we 
I never 
dread the Yarra Bank explosions. [I 
think that it does a lot of good for a 
fellow to go down on the Yarra Bank and 
blow off steam for an hour or two. He 
feels all the better for it, and is not subse- 
quently so likely to indulge in any mis-— 
chief. I think that there has been too 
much pin-pricking as a result of the 
operation of the Act. The Government 
will have seven months within which to 
bring this business to an end, and during 
that time I hope that they will terminate 


| the Government are 


.many of the activities in which they 


have been engaged owing to the war. L- 
know. that the metal industry has been 
greatly interfered with: I have here a 
letter from a gentleman in Wangaratta. 


Thanks for your letter. The provisions 


prohibiting forming of. syndicates and com- - 


panies are harassing us in mining. All such 
companies require Federal approval. — Their 
ideas are no good at all. At present Federal 
authorities will see no one. They are trying 
to get the War Precautions Act extended, 
when they will be like adamant, and stop all 
new industries. 
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I quite agree with that. I hope that 
Ministers will take warning, and cease 
further interference with mining com- 
panies. I had a little spec. in a mine 
myself the other day. It was only a coal 
mine, not far from Sydney, and in a bore 
which we put down we struck a fine seam 
of coal at 1,600 feet. But we had no 
money, and, this war coming along, we 
could do nothing just then. However, 
the manager knew of another man who 
had a coal mine with a seam close to 
the surface, and requiring a little capital 
to develop it. He said if we gave him 
60,000 shares in the company he would 
carry on the work, and develop the pro- 
position. We had to appeal to the Go- 
vernment for authority, and the matter 
came before Mr. Mulvany, who would 
_ncet hear of it. He said it was a terrible 
thing to have 60,000 dummy shares, and 
so he stopped it. Subsequently I was 
asked, as a shareholder, to go along and 
see, of al] people. Mr. Collins, the Under- 
Treasurer! When I entered his office, I 
said, ‘‘ Good Lord, Collins, I thought you 
were occupied looking after the expendi- 
ture of £100,000,000 of our revenue.’’ 
He said, ‘*‘ Yes.’”  Then».T said, “21 
thought you were also looking after the 
old-age pensions, the soldiers’ pensions 
and the invalid pensions, as well as the 
~ maternity bonus,’ and he rephed 
that of course he was. I said, ‘‘ Appa- 
rently, you are going to supply all the 
wet nurses for the children. On top of 
all that. you are going to dry nurse the 
whole communitv as well.’? The thing is 
‘absolutely ridiculous. These restrictions 
on companies are tying up enterprise, 
and there is no reason why they should 
be continued. But, of course, it is said 
that people get robbed in mining. I have 
heard that. They may be; but when any- 
' body puts money into a new mine he 
stands a good chance of losing it. It is 
very much the same as putting money on 
a race-horse. All new mining shows are, 
more or less, wild-cat ventures, because 
nobody knows what is ahead of the pick. 
It is the height of absurdity, in my judg- 
ment, that Mr. Collins’ time should. be 
occupied in matters connected with these 
Boards. Mr. Collins is one of the most 
experienced financial men we have. He 
is carrving an enormous load, and all his 
time should be devoted to looking after 


Senator Fairbairn. 


™ 


“notice of any impending hanes . 


the civil expenditure of the. country. 
We have to consider, also, the inconveni- 


ences which these restrictions on the for- 


mation of- new companies entail. “It is 


bad enough for people who live in Mel- 


bourne, but it is ridiculous that peopte 
should be obliged to come from Sydney 
or elsewhere to seek authority to build 
up small mining ventures. I hope the 
Government wil, as soon as possible, re- 
move all these unnecessary restrictions. 
Of course, there is a possibility that un- 
less some control is exercised, money, 
which may be required for future war 
loans, will be sunk in these ventures. 
We must expect one, or possibly two, 
more war loans, and we know perfectly 
well that the compulsory provisions of 
the contemplated law will be applied to 
them. People know all this, and pro- 
bably are prepared to go into these fresh 
ventures with a full consciousness of all 
that it means. [I think it would be per- 
fectly safe for the Government now to 
allow the wheels in industry again: to" re- 
volve as in normal times. 


With. reference to the moratorium, [ 
was pleased to hear honorable senators 


opposite suggest that the money lenders 


are men of such splendid character. We 
have had a lot of white-washing to-night 
by our friends in Opposition, ane I hope 


that when the next election comes round ~ é 


they will remember what has been said 

in this debate. I do not look on all money 
lenders as vampires. A great deal of the — 
money is lent by big companies, life in- 
surance societies, and corporations en- 
tirely on sound business lines. As an ~ 


enormous amount of money is involved, 


there would be some risk if the mora- — f 


torium regulations were withdrawn im- 


mediately. The situation requires to be. 
handled very carefully. This is one rea- 


‘son why the Government should have 
a littl®’time in order to make quite satis- oe 
T. do not thinkeaaae 
that the Treasurer (Mr. Watt) is asking 


factory arrangements. 


for an undue length of time, but I a - 
hope that harassing restrictions will soon we 
be swept aside. * Se 
I know it is difficult, once 4 Digit 
rent is established, to do away with it, = 
because those responsible have to consider 


the employees who, of course, © equire fair 
‘Still, 


ae ¢ ) 
there are plenty of occupatidhs available 
throughout the country, and I feel quite 
sure that if changes should be reclly ne- 
cessary, the persons concerned need not 
be long out of billets. Indeed, the difhi- 
_ eulty is to find men who can take up posi 
' tions; so I do not think Ministers ne2d 
be reluctant about~closing up Depar<- 
ments on that account. There ‘s plenty 
of work available. Unfortunately, these 
Boards are curtailing enterprise. We 
want -to be able to proceed in the 
old way as soon as we can, and go on 
developing this country on the most up- 
to-date and progressive Il:nes. This can- 
not be done if the business enterprise of 
. the conmunity is throttled by restrictive 
~ regulations, as has been the case lately. 
Still, I am going to support the-Govern- 
~ ment in what they have asked for. __ 
-~ Senator Lt.-Colonel O’ Locuiin.—Stick 
to the Government. : : 
Senator FAIRBAIRN.—I shall stick 
to the Government. To that extent I am 
a good unionist. For all the reasons. I 
have enumerated I think we can sifely 
allow the Government an extension of the 
Act as asked for. 
- Labour friends—they are responsible for 
it. They gave the Government these 
autocratic powers, and they cannot com- 
plain if they are not used in a way en- 
tirely to their liking. 

I was sorry to hear Senator Gardiner 
make certain observations to-day, and I 
regret he is not now in the chamber. 
because I do not like to sneak on the sub- 
ject in his absence. JI was sorry that, «s 
Leader of the Opposition here, he should 
have made reference to the nossitil ty of 
a revolution in this country in a cetain 
event. The whole thing is too trivial for 

words. Can any honorable senator pic- 
ture a revolution in Australia? 
would it start? Wovld the people rise 
against themselves? The reov'e put this 
Government in power, and the people 
elected this Parliament on the freest 
franchise in the world. How, then. can 
any one assume that there will be a revo- 
lution ? : , : 
Senator Barnes.—Only because Acts 
_ of this character are on the statute-book. 
Senator FAIRBAIRN.—Were they 
not put there by the revresentatives of 

_ the people, and will not we, as represen- 
tatives of the people, go before them 


. 
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again in a little over twelve months’ time ? 
What is this Soviet business that we read 
of in other parts of the world? Is it not 
the supplanting of one autocracy by an- 
other? Of course, it is. With unedu- 
cated people like the Russ’ans it may be 
necessary to govern by an autocracy, but 
with an educated people like the Austra- 
lians there is no such necessity. I donot 
desire to say anything further, except 
that I think the Senate world be well 
advised in extending the operations of the 
Act as desired by the Government, but I 
hope, meanwhile, that Ministers will act 
up to their promises, and allow us to get 
back to normal conditions as soon a 

possible. 


Senator Lt.-Colonel:O’LOGHLIN (South 
Australia) [10.27].—I am not going to 
offer any apology for having supported 
the Act when it was introduced, because 
I recognise, as, indeed, we must all recog- 

~@nise, that in war time it is absolutely 
necessary for such extended powers to be 
vested in ‘Ministers, But that grant 
of extraordinary powers to the Govern- 
ment of the day involved also the respon- 
sibility on the part of the Government to 
-use the powers with discretion. I do 
not think there was ever any danger with 
regard to the War Precautions Act under 
conditions existing at the time it was 
passed. ‘There was then a Labour Go- 
vernment on the Treasury benches and a 
Labour majority in both*Houses, and I 
venture to say that neither the Minister 
for Defence (Senator Pearce) nor the 
Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) would 
have dared to act in such an arbitrary 
_ and despotic manner in administering this 
~ law if those conditions had continued. 
Although the responsibility for this tyran- 
nical action rests in the first place with 
the Government that administers the Act, 
those who support them in both Houses 
cannot get rid of their responsibility in 
that respect also, because, if the Govern- 
ment were not secure, by having behind 
them a docile and pliant majority to in- 
dorse whatever action they chose to take, 
the: War Precautions Act would not have 
been administered as it has been. : 
Senator Fairbairn expressed astonish-— 
ment that it should have been possible for 
men to be interned without having been 
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charged or given an ee of dee 
fending themselves. He said that the 
Government must have had some very 


good reasons before such a state of things 


could have occurred. The Minister for 
Defence has made the same excuse when 
questions about the internees have been 
asked in this Senate. In reply to repre- 
sentations on the subject, he said, “ The 
Government have looked into these mat- 
ters carefully, and are satisfied they have 
good reason for the.action taken.” The 


fallacy behind any statement of that sort. 


is this: There can be no satisfactory in- 
vestigation of any case where only one side 
is heard.. And that has been the position 
with regard to those who have been 
interned under the War Precautions Act. 
In British communities we have built up, 
in the course of centuries, after great 
struggles against arbitrary power, certain 
safeguards by which the liberty of the 
“subject | is protected, 
Magna Charta and the Bill of Rights. 
Under the administration of this Act all 
those safeguards have been thrown to the 


winds, and men have been arrested, 1m- 


prisoned, and detained for months with- 
out any accusation or trial, without an 
opportunity to meet their accusers, or to 
disprove the allegations against them. 


Senator O’Keefe brought a case before 


the Senate to-night which he has men- 
tioned on three or four previous occa- 
sions. I wish to refer to the case of Mr. 
J. M. Scott, which I have brought before 
‘the Senate on two or three occasions pre- 
viously. He was lecturing in South Aus- 
tralia on the nationalization of banking. 
when he was arrested. He had stood at 
the last State elections as an independent 
candidate for thé district of Barossa, in 
South Australia. . When arrested he was 
taken to Sydney, and interned. He had 

no opportunity of knowing what the 
charge against him was, or who his ac- 
-cusers were. When I brought the matter 
before the Minister for Defence on the 
last occasion he said it was to be investi- 
gated. It appears to have been investi- 
gated, and the man has been liberated. 
He ‘is a loyal Australian-born British 
subject, and is extremely indignant at 
having been. placed in an internment 
camp amongst alien enemies. When I 
learned that he was free I wrote to him, 
Senator Lt.-Colonel O’Loghlin. 


_{SENATE ve 


and. asked fim if . shad had an _oppor- rex 


beginning with, 
~in my case there would be no trial, becau se 


British ancestors has to assist to wipe out this 


of the House who assisted in getting — my 


tunity of knowing the charges againsb 
him. This is his letter in reply— ae i A 


I have yours dated 7th instant. In reply. to” * he 
your inquiry, ‘‘Did I get any statement pe eae ee: 
the charges against me?’’ I have to state: 
‘“No, I did not.’? I challenged them to bring 
any, ‘and told them they were afraid of pub- 
licity. When I read in the newspapers of — 
the 11th instant that the armistice had been 
signed, I went to the commandant of the 
camp, and requested my release. Of course, — o 
he refused it. I sent an account of this to” 
one of the New South Wales Supreme Court 
Judges, asking him to send it on to the Min- 
ister for Defence, and-on the 27th I was ee ae 
formed that I was. free. ae 


yt 


He does not appear to have had a trial, | 
or any chance of stating his case— ss = 


I should mention that I was demanding: the 
same opportunity as others who had been tried, os 
and whose names had come- before the public — 
in a prominent way, although the verdict went 
against them. I was informed again by the 
Supreme Court Judge that where there had 
been trials it was because ‘‘ there was_ eyi- 
dence,.or what might pass as evidence,’? but 


there was nothing, and they apparently. eae < 2 
not want to give publicity to this finance (oct ee 
tion. 


That-is an allusion to the fact that ia 
had been lecturing on finance before he — 
was interned. Then occurs so strong a 
sentence that I think it advisable not to” 
read it. He is certainly extremely in- 
dignant at having, been placed, a full 
blooded Britain, alone in that unholy 
enemy’s camp for three or four months. 
He then says— : = 
Probably never in the history of any Re 
have rulers sunk so low, nor brought such dis- — 
grace and shame on their race, as the shame 
and disgrace brought by this Government on 
this nation, when it did what it did to m 


not to me, but really to Australia. Althoug 
I am free now, that does not shift the. awe 


to, and every Australian the descendant of 
blot by passing into oblivion the traitors to ss 
the race who did it. While-thanking, on be:  ~ 
half of my nation; you and all those members _ 


lease, permit me to point out there is_ 
this national duty to perform. in> bslping 
publicly wipe the stain off the records o 

country. JI addressed a large audience a 
Botanic Park. last Sunday on this matte 
accept my assurance that the ane ar 
you in this fight. aps 


I suppose that case is one of m 
but~ Mr. Scott has been — rele 
cause the Government evident 


> that 
> they 
him. He does not know to this day 


thing ina free country. ~ 


¥ information of spies and informers, 
held there without trial or even accusa- 
= tiotl. 


last two years. 
_ years because I do not think there was 
any complaint about the administration 


Breit awe aierer 
F ae ‘G pate of ‘ 
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‘there was 
could base a 


nothing 
charge 


what he was interned for. We have 


arrived at such a position in this coun- 


try that if anybody whispers into the ear 


of. the Minister or of any of his secret 


service staff of spies and informers some- 
thing to blast the character of an Aus- 
tralian citizen, that man is seized and put 
into camp, which is practically a prison, 
without being given an opportunity to de- 
fend his character. Such a state of 
things revolts the conscience of the com- 
munity, and when the Government ask 
for an extension of the powers which they 
have abused so tyrannically and arbi- 


_trarily we are justified in saying that we 


have had quite enough of this sort of 
| We have gone 
back to the time of the Stuarts. This is 
the old Star Chamber system maugurated 


again in Australia—a thing that every 


real Britisher has been ashamed of, and 
to which we point with scorn now «as 


something that could never happen in 


this enlightened age. No one would have 
believed that in these days a man could 
be imprisoned without knowing the! 
charge against him, put in prison on the 
and 


Some honorable senators on _ the 
Government side, notably Senator Keat- 
ing, have said that Parliament is will- 
ing to as the Government any powers 
that. can be shown to be actually 
necessary during the transition period 


from war to peace, and the Sen- 
ate can surely demand that the 
Government should state specifically 


what portions of the War Precautions 


regulations are necessary, and ask Par- 


hament to sanction their continuance, 
while agreeing that the others should not 
be renewed. I hope the Government will 
heed that good advice, and that an end 
will be put to the arbitrary and tyran- 
nical administration that has been the 
distinguishing and dishonouring charac- 
teristic of the Government’s management 
of the War Precautions Act during the 
I mention the last two 
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of the Act until about the middle of 
1916. Regulations of that sort are neces- 
sarily harassing, but they were adminis- 
tered up to that time with discretion 
and without causing undue hardship. It 
was not until-the first conscription refer- - 
endum campaign began, and the Prime 
Minister ran amok through the country, 
setting everybody by the ears, that the 
censorship and other regulations were 
used in an arbitrary manner, with the 
results described by various honorable 
senators. Parliament itself has not peen 
free from the inroads of Government 
officials. “A member’s private locker was” 
raided, and copies of his speech were 
taken, while the State Parliament of 
Queensland was interfered with, because — 
the Brisbane Printing Office was raided, 
the type seized, and Hansard confiscated. 
Such things have not happened since the 
days when Cromwell turned out the Long 
Parliament. It is only since the Labour 
Government left the Treasury bench, and. 
a Labour majority ceased to exist in both 
Houses of Parliament, that the Govern- 
ment have dared to take such arbitrary 
and despotic action, 

Senator FOLL (Queensland) [10. 42). 
--[ intend to vote against the second 
reading of this Bill, but it is not because 
I support the statements that have been 
put forward by honorable senators on the 
other side, or because I associate myself 
with the spleen that has been hurled by 
them against the Government. I take 
this course because I consider that the 
Government should have approached the 
question of the prolongation of the War — 
Precautions Act in a different manner 
from that adopted by them. Had the 
Government given us some indication of 
what regulations they desired to retain, 
and what to drop, they would have had 
support of the 
Senate and of the other branch of the 
Parliament. It would be a crime for the 
moratorium to be wiped. out without 
prover notice being given. Besides — 
municipalities that have invested their 
funds in the war loans, and need some 
protection under the terms of the mora- 
torium, a number of private individuals 
are similarly placed, and will need pro- 
tection until the various war loans are 
liquidated. It would be absolutely im- 
possible to wipe out the Act altogether 


~ 
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at this period, as Senator Grant and 
others have suggested; but the Govern- 
ment should have given the Senate some 
indication of which regulations they con- 


‘sider absolutely necessary to carry 
on the business of the  coun- 
try, and which they consider’ un- 


necessary now that the armistice has 
been signed and an early peace is prob- 
able. If they had given some such in- 
dication they would have had very little 
opposition from me as far as this Bill is 
_ concerned. Numberless quite unnecessary 
regulations have been issued by the Go- 
vernment under the Act. During the 
time of the last referendum in Queens- 
land, regulations were poured out one 
after the other like sausages from a ma- 
chine. They disturbed the people more 


than would otherwise have been the case, 


although I do not agree with Senator 
Ferricks that it was solely because of the 


action of the Government that the people * 


-of Queensland and other States. were 
disturbed. I believe that | Senator 
Ferricks and others on  his_ side 


were equally. if not more, to blame. 
Regulation after regulation was issued 
during the last referendum campaign, 
until I positively wondered when their 
issue would cease. We know that as the 


result of a little rowdy’'sm which was 


displayed at one of the meetings in 
Queensland, which was addressed by the 
Prime Minister, the people of that State 
were subjected to the infliction of a Com- 
monwealth Police Force. 
“real need existed for the maintenance of 
that body, of what possible use would be 
a force consisting of some 20 or 30 men? 


Senator Lt.-Colonel O’LoguHitiy.—The 
people of Queensland must be a bad lot. 


Senator FOLL.—J disagree with the 
honorable senator. They are the best lot 
of people to be found in the Common- 
- wealth, and under normal conditions are 
the most orderly. I have no sympathy 
with the Commonwealth Police Force, 
and by protesting against its continuance 
on several occasions I have endeavoured 
to secure its disbandment, and the employ- 
ment of the men who comprise it in other 


- avenues which are open to them. Most - 


of these men are returned soldiers, who 
would be more satisfied if they were given 


Now, af any. for the 


Je seamicytecyee eamtepante 


some other appointment under the Com- 


monwealth. 

Honorable senators opposite ee 
spoken of the various Boards which have 
been created under the War Precautions 
Act, and have expressed themselves in 
favour of their abolition. To my mind, 
although a number of those Boards are 
utterly useless, it would be quite impossible 
to wipe out the whole of them at the pre- 
sent time. 
exercised control over the wheat pro- 
duced in this country, long ere this our 


farmers would have been pleading with 


Ministers to do something for them in the 
direction of finding a market for their 


produce. There are, however, other 
Boards which might very well be 
abolished. | 


I object to giving the Government the 
powers conferred by every regulation 
which has already been issued, together 
with the powers which would be derived 
from the issue of further regulations of 
a similar character. To my mind, Sena- 
tor Keating struck the keynote of this 
question when he pointed out that even 
if the Bill now before us does not become 


law, the Government will not immediately - 


forego any of the powers whch they 
wield to-day. If peace be declared within 
the next two or three months—a contin- 


If the Government had not. - 


gency which seems very improbable in : . 


the light of the press reports which we are © 
daily receiving—it will not be necessary — 
Governor-General .to issue the 
proclamation provided for in our War 
Precautions Act until such time as the 
Government deem it advisable to issue it. 
We know perfectly well that that procla- 


mation will be issued by the Governor- ~ 


General only on the advice of his Exeeus 4 
tive. Ministers, therefore, were not 
obliged to submit this very contentious 
Bill, seeing that in its abserice they will 


retain the powers conferred upon them — S 


by the principal. Act for some months to 
come. 

In regard to the censorship, we > know 
that in other parts of the world it has: 


already been relaxed. ae this morning 


Ay a Nits seh > + es i 
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“have Pan ravished all control of if: Yet, 
in Australia, we are told that it would 
not be safe for the Government to forego 
‘their control over this and other indus- 
__ tries. Senator Pratten, who is well 
known in the commercial Ife of New 
South Wales, and, indeed, of Australia. 
has very properly. stressed the fact that 
the continuance of the regulations under 
the War Precautions Act, even for a 
week longer than is necessary, will un- 
duly hamper the operations of the vari- 
ous companies which are interested in the 
metal industry. These companies have 
endured sufficient during the past four 
‘years to warrant us in restoring to them, 
at the earliest possible moment, the 
utmost freedom which they previously 
enjoyed. I have nothing further to add 
in respect of this Bill. JI endeavour at 
all times to record my vote in accordance 
with my conscientious convictions, and 
upon this occasion I feel that the Govern- 
ment might have been» more frank with 
us, and might have supplied us with more 
information. Had they given us some 
indication of the powers which might 
well be dispensed with-at the present junc: 
ture, I would not have opposed the pass- 
ing of this Bill. But, instead, they have 
asked us to grant an extension of all the 
powers that are conferred by the War 
Precautions. Act. In view of the 
hysterical legislation in which they in- 
dulged some two years ago, I do not feel 
justified in registering a vote to enable 
them to re-enact that legislation. I lrave 
no desire to ventilate any personal griev- 
ance, but, as a matter of principle, I 
cannot vote for the continuance of the 
principal Act for a moment longer than 
is absolutely necessary. 


Senator Tuomas.—Nobody wishes to 


do that. 

Senator FOLL.—How long its continu- 
ance is necessary is, of course, a matter of 
opinion. I have expressed my opinion, 
and the fact that I disagree with the hon- 
orable senator possesses no special signi- 
ficance. I shali vote against the second 
reading of the Bill. 

Senator BARNES (Victoria) [10.57]. 


_ —This Bill has been discussed at very 
a great length, and because of that I pro- 
ras pore to say very little upon if: 


‘I wish 
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direction, we supported the measure. 


to repeat nothing that has been said by 
previous speakers. But I do want to re- 
gister my protest against the passing of 
this Bill, because I cannot conceive of 
any honest man voting for the continu- 
ance of an Act which hag been so dis- 
honestly used. Whilst I was one of those 
who- voted to give the Government the 
powers which they wield to-day, I did 
so in the belief that they would use those 
powers only for the protection of- the 
people of this country and of the Com- 
monwealth itself. Like other honorable 
senators, I had not the slightest idea, 
when that measure was passed, that we 
were doing anything more than empower- 
ing the Government to deal with our 
enemies. Because we had confidence in 
Ministers, and because we believed that 
they would never dream of using the 
powers conferred upon them in any other 
But. 
we have since learned, not only that they - 
are prepared to use the Act to insure the 
safety of the. Commonwealth, but that. 
they are prepared to use it for the most 
mean and despicable political purposes. 


They are ready at all times to lay violent 


hands upon any person who happens to 
be opposed to them politically. They 
send along their minions, and I do not 
know whether they put them in 20! or 
not. It is a mystery to me what they 
do with them; but they ccnfne them 
somewhere or other. These f-ellow-Aus- 
tralians of ours, if the Government de- 
prived them of their liberty but conceded — 
them the ordinary right of trial] by a jury © 
of their peers, would have a decent chance 
of securing. fair play. Yet what is hap- 
pening in Australia—the lest country on 
God’s earth where any one woulj have~ 
expected so great an abus2 of literty? 
This is the country to which men and 
women journeyed after they had been 
forced out of their native lands by harsh 
and/ oppressive conditions. This is the 
country where they expected to find shelter 
under our vaunted freedom and liberty. © 
They thought that this was the very 
home of liberty. . Yet the Government of 
Australia have taken citizens away and — 
deprived them of their freedom, without 
even sivine them the richts of fair trial, 
to which all men are entitled. 


Senator Frrricxs. — Deeming - was 
- given a trial before he was executed. 

Senator BARNES.—That is so; but 
the same does not apply to men arrested 
under the War Precautions Act. Time- 
honoured fair play is not to be extended 
to men born in this country. They are 
taken away and hidden somewhere without 
being given the right to know what is the 
accusation against. them, or of being 
judged by a jury of their fellow country- 
men. What is a country worth if a man 
ecaunot say what he likes and do what he 
pleases under its laws? What is the good 
of a country if a man may not take the 
chances of risking whatever his country’s 
laws may impose ? If my idea of justice 
is correct, it means that I, as a citizen, 
must take the risks of the. laws. Tf T 
defy the laws I accept the risks; but I 
know all the time that I shall not be 
placing those risks in the hands of any 
one individual, but into the keeping of a 
jury of my fellow countrymen, who will 
give me justice. 


The Government, having had three 


wears’ experience of administration undcr- 
the War Precautions Act, have been con- 
demned by the country. That is to he. 
seen by the results of every election which 
has occurred. The Government must 


have a cast-iron- cheek—knowing the re- - 


sults of their administration of the Act 
and its reculations, and being aware of 
the opinions which the peovle hold con- 
- eerning them—to ask Parliament now to 
grant an extension of the very powers 
which they have so misused and abused. 
They have not only imprisoned our man- 
hood, but they have muzzled the press. 
They have appointed certain persons, who 
may be honest in themselves, but who 
have put to full use the censorship powers 
—and in a mighty strange fashion, too. 

I will cite one instance as to which 5 
have personal knowledge. Under the 
-eensorship regulations the editor of a 
Labour newspaper was prosecuted. He 
was charged with having failed to submit 
certain matter to the censor. He was 
fined, I think, £50, with the option of 


six months’ imprisonment. But bere are 


the facts concerning another editor of 


another publication. This was not a 
Labour magazine, so far as I am awere, 
notwithstanding that it has been one of 


‘ Library, and it is a very good book, 


the ae soahnata: ‘hisude fe callin 
the people have been able to get a clear — War, 
idea of what has been happening all over 


the world. I am alluding no» tO % 
Stead’s Review. Mr. Stead published Mg eg 
work entitled Stead’s War Facts. *“He 
submitted all the matter therein to the = 
censor. 

Senator Frrricxs.—The whole of the 


matter in the book had previously — peen 
Re-. 


‘ph aly 


permitted to be published in Stead’s 4 
view. | 
Senator BARNES. That is so, and 


the censor passed it all. It ig a costly 
proposition to gather and collate masses 
of facts and putlish them. Mr. Stead. 
did all this; and he obeyed - the laws of 
the country, and submitted his matter 
to the censor. . But, after he had gone ~ 

to great trou bls ‘and expense, and his 


_book was placed upon the market. Mr. a 


Stead ran up against the War Precau- 2 
tions Act. His publication was pro-- 
hibited. ie 

Senator Keatine.—It is in the Com- 
monwealth Library. 

Senator BARNES.—That is so, but ib 
cannot be purchased at the book statis Ore 
in any shop throughout Australia. Mr. _ 
Stead had to withdraw his publication 


from circulation, following upon instr nae Ee 


tions from the Cincare iaents 
Senator KEATING. —We have it in rs 


Senator BARNES.—That is so, and- “ae 
there are other works in the Library 
which are very good books, but which eee “a 
prohibited from public sale. oe 

Mr. Boote, editor of the Worker, was. a : 
prosecuted and fined heavily because ets E: 
had not submitted matter to the censor. — 
Mr. Stead was fined to the extent of his : “ 
losses in connexion with the publication — fe 
of his book, although he had submitted — 
all its details to the censor. So, where 
the devil are we under the War Precau- 
tions Act? 

Senator Foui.—ls that parliamoniae 


Senator BARNES.—It may not b 
but it is common sense, and the peop 
want common sense, whether it is’ Parr “ogo 
liamentary* or not. This is a dishone x5 
Government. ‘When I voted to « empower 
the Sore nneny, for the pro 


_ tween one person and _ another.. 
_ being so, honorable senators, surely, will 
not permit the Government to secure the 
desired extension of their powers. 
not such poor faith in human ae as 
_ to believe that that is what will happen. 
I cannot believe that this measure can be 
submitted to a deliberative assembly and 
passed in face of all the evidence which 


_ in the neck, anyhow. 
been sO damnable that sgh will not be 
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= the War Precautions Act as it was origi- 


nally presented to us, I believed the Go- 
vernment were honest, and would employ 
those powers only in the interests of the 
people. I cannot. believe to-day, how- 
ever, that any honest-minded senator will 


Bontede to the Government an extension 


of these powers which they now seek, iv 
view of their knowledge of the facts. 
Honorable senators. must, know how the 
Government have misused their powers. 
IT am a party man. I make no secret of 
it. Everybody knows it. But surely we 
have some honour in this Chamber, and 
some individual sense of what is due be- 
That 


IT have 


has been furnished against it. During 
the continuance of the war I had no de- 
sire to injure the Government, who were 
conducting the affairs of the country. I 


- do‘not believe that any honorable sena- 
tor on this side would have sought to do 
_ anything to injure the Government while 
carrying out their great responsibilities in 


a time of war. But -I cannot believe, 
either, that honorable senators will now 
give to the Government the further 
powers sought. I would be quite pre- 
pared to offer to the Government an ex- 
tension of the Act if they were honest, 
and said, 
quiring to be dealt with... The war is 
practically over, but certain powers are 
necessary still to safeguard the people. 
We ask you to grant us those powers. 


There-would be no dissentient voice in . 


such circumstances. But when the Go- 
vernment ask us now for an extension of 
the Act, I can only say that I frankly 
believe they desire the extension to con- 
tinue until after the next elections. That 
is what is behind it all. 

- Senator O’Krrrr.—If they extend the 
powers so. far as that they will get it in 


the neck.~ 


Senator BARNES. —They will get it 
Their sins have 


‘ 


““Here are certain matters re--- 


able to escape the ae retribution which 
this country is waiting to ee out to 
them. 


The DEPUTY- PRESIDENT (Senator | 
Shannon ).—I ask the honorable senator 
to restrain his language. It is scarcely 
parliamentary to make use of the word 
‘“ damnable.’ 


Senator BARNES.—This Civernhene 
have been worse than damnable. 


The purpose behind the desired exten- 
sion of the Act and its regulations 
is not to safeguard Australia, “put for 
the Government to save themselves. 
The. Government want to extend the 
War Precautions Act over the next 
elections, so that they may be able — 
to do the same things as_ before; 
so that they may publish everything on 
God’s earth which suits them, while, at 
the same time, keepin® men on the job 
censoring out of the reach of the people 
every argument advanced by their 
opponents. I am not prepared to give the 
Government the extension of the Act which 
they ask for. I admit frankly that my 
party feeling runs very high.-~ I credit 
honorable senators opposite with believing 


that their par ty is right; but I do not be- 


lieve that a majority of them are prepared — 
to descend to the depths to which the Go- 
vernment ask them to descend now. I 
should be prepared to vote for a measure 
which would empower the Government to 
protect the people of this country, but I 
am not prepared to endow them for a fur- | 


ther term with powers which they have so — 


misused fm the past. I cannot believe 
that this Bill will go through. JI am 
piously hoping that it will not. The time — 
of the Senate has been fairly taken up 
with the debate, and Ministers will in all 
probability have an opportunity to put up 
a defence for themselves, if a defence is 
possible, in connexion with this measure, 

They may be able to persuade their sup- 
porters to vote for it. But I care not 
whether the Bill is passed or not, honor- 
able senators should know that the people — 
of the Commonwealth are very sick of | 
the War Precautions Act. eae 


The Government have been very busy 


under this Act in robbing the people of — 


the country, or enabling some of their — 


distributor, 
uses the haes. 


- War Precautions Act, 


have seriously maladministered. 
robbed the farmers of £225,000 in one 
deal, 
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friends to do so. They have professed a 
desire to befriend the farmers of Aus- 
tralia. I asked the Minister responsible 
for the purchase of wheat bags some time 


-ago, which was done under this Act, what 


profit the Government made out of the 
transaction. The Minister said that he 
had insufficient information at the time to 
supply me with an answer. I had -not 
then read the Treasurer’s Budget speech, 
but I found later, from a perusal of it, 
that it discloses the fact that the Govern- 
ment befriended the farmers of this coun- 
e by purchasing bags on which they 
spent £2,400,000 of our money, and, in 
doing so, made a profit of £10,000. | 


Senator Russrent.—The honorable sena- 
tor is talking of a different year altogether. 
That was last year. 


Senator BARNES.—No, I am talking 
of this year. Thétgh I could not get the 
information, it was disclosed. There is 
the usual distributer in Flinders-street, 
who has a space on a wharf where bales 
of bags are dropped as they are taken from 
the ship’s hold. He has only a bit of a 
clerk making book entries there; but the 
Government sold bags to this diStributor 
for 9s. 8d. per dozen, and they let him put 
on another 5d. per dozen, making the cost 
10s. 1d., and that distribuor got £104,000. 
He was allowed to send the bags to another 
‘and. not to the farmer who 
The other distributor was 
allowed to put the price up to 10s. 6d., 
and so he got another £104,000. That is 
the kind of thing that was done by a Go- 
vernment who professed to be th® farmers’ 
friends. The farmers. of Corangamuite 
have just shown the kind of friend they 
consider this Government. They have 
whipped the Government candidate. The 
party opposite may win the sett, though 
I think that is very doubtful; but the 
farmers of the district have at least shown 
the Government that they are taking a 


litfle notice of how the affairs of Australia . 


are being carried on by them under the 
which they have been endeav ouring to ad- 
minister, but which, in my opinion, they 
They 


On the admission of the Minister 
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and other Acts — 


responsible, they robbed. che sabbiee of 
£260,000. ‘The Minister in another place 
responsible for the price fixing has toldthe 
country that the price-fixing business has — 
resulted in a profit to the Government of 
£200,000; They have not treated the big 
interests in the same way. They have - 
permitted those interests in wool and in 
meat practically to please themselves. Hon-- 
orable senators are aware that the Inter- ~ 
State Commission made certain recom- 
mendations on the subject of fixing the 
price of meat. After they did so, the Go- 
vernment acted, and, as a result, T had to 
pay 2d..per lb. more for meat than I had 
to pay before they took any action at. all 
The people of the country are paying for 
this kind of thing; and, God knows, it is 
nearly time they woke up to the fact that— 
the Government are fooling them, and 
won their place in power because they 
said they were going to win the war. 


The war is won, and I am very Se ~ 
that it has been won, but it was not won 
by this Government or-by the elements — 
supporting them, but by the trae 
unionists of Australia, who went to the 
Front in their thousands, and are re- 


turning now not expecting to find a 


country governed under a War Precau- 
tions Act. They look forward to return- 
ing to a free country as~they left it. 
They do not exvect to return to a country — 
where the name G. F. Pearce on a 
minute may result in the internment of 
any soldier or any citizen of this. ~ 
country, and deprive him of his liberty — 

without a trial by his fellow men. Our 

so'diers are returning in their hundreds 

of thousands. ’ ot have no. fear of these 

men, IT am one of them, and have 

worked alongside many of them. . When 

they return. the last thing they will ex- 

pect is to find that the Governtione were 
given power by this Parliament to do the 
things they have done to some of their _ 
fathers while they were absent. I can- — ‘2 
not believe that the Senate. will consent — 
to such a thing. But it does not matter 
whether this Bill passes or not, honor- ‘Se 
able senators need make no mistake 
about it, the Australians who are comin 
back are not going to be tied down a 
any restrictions which this Parliame 
may sesk to impose. They are co 
back to find worse lawe, and ae 


& 
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-strictions in their country than are to be 
found in many other countries, although 
this was a comparatively free country be- 
fore they left it. They are returning to 
fnd a Win-the-war National Govern- 
ment in power, because they ‘‘ pulled the 
legs ’’ of the people very successfully a 
little while ago. They will be under the 
authority of the Government and their 
laws, and under the War Precautions 
Keto | 

What, in the name of God, is this Act 
wanted for? Is it for the returned 
soldier ?~ Do the Government revuire this 
power to deal with the returned soldier ? 
If not, what do they want it for? 
Ministers have told us that there have 
been thirty-eight people interned in this 
country who are citizens of Australia or 
of the British Empire, and those people 
have never had a trial. They have been 
deprived of their hberty; but they have 
done no harm to this country. Has any 
one else done harm to it? Now that 
peace is in sight, we hope to see the 
countries that have been at war return- 
ing to better industria] conditions than 
prevailed previous to the war. Ts there 
any one in Avstralia for whom it is heces- 

ary that the. Government should have 
‘ee powers conferred upon them? Do 
they reouire these powers to deal with the 
returned soldiers whom they have pro- 
mised so much, the men who have won 
the war, and have been the spear-head 
in every big fight in the great struggle? 
Are these the people whom the Govern- 
ment contemplate dealing with under the 
War Precautions Act? If so, let the Go- 
vernment admit it frankly. Do they fear 
that ‘something will happen when our 
soldiers return ? They have no evidence 
that those who remained in Australia are. 
a menace to the welfare of the country. 
T say, deliberately, that they propose the 
extension of the Act and desire a con- 
tinuance of their powers under it to deal, 
not, with those who are already in Aus. 
tralia, but with those who are coming 
back. I hope that honorab'’e senators 
will not pass this Bill- but whether they 
do or not, the men who did the things 
which our soldiers have done at the 
- Front, when they come back here will 
wipe the floor with the mob oppcsite who 


; = are trying to restrict their liberties. 


re 
ih we 


war, 


will be who are coming back. 


9709 

‘Senator PEARCE (Western Australia 
——Minister for Defence) -[11.28].—After 
all the steam that has been let off in this 
debate, I hope that our friends opposite 
feel a little easier. I have never listened 
to a debate in which there was so much 
political camouflage used as has _ been 
nsed in this debate. I do not doubt that 
honorable senators opposite have believed 
that in saying the things they have said 
they were saying what would be regarded 
as popular. The War Precautions Act is 
a disagreeable Act, because it is, and has 
been, an interference with liberty. Hon- 
eraiin senators get up and mouth that — 
kind of thing as if they had made a dis- 
eovery. They have discovered nothing. — 
Every one knew that the Act would in-~ 


‘ terfere with ‘liberty—the liberty to do 


things inimical to this country during the 
Every one who has tried to da’ that 
has been interfered with, including some 
of the gentlemen on whose behalf we : 
have listened to passionate appeals, and 
who are amongst the 4,000 or 5,000 in 
our internment camps to-day. 

Senator Barnes is very much onto 
as to what the attitude of the sold‘ers — 
The 


Government are not concerned about 


that. We know that they will be all 
right. We-have never had any doubt 
about them. It is the men who remained 


here when they ought to have gone to 
the Front about whom we have been 
concerned. We were satisfied that the 

men who went to the Front were pre-_ 
pared to do their duty to this country. © 
It was the shirkers and the slackers 

against whom the War Precautions Act — 
in many cases had to be applied in order — 
to prevent them from doing a positive 

harm to this country. 

Although the hour is late, I feel that 
some things which have been said in the 
course of the debate should not be allowed 
to go into Hansard and be circulated 
throughout the country without the truth 
being told in regard to them. TI shall 
take, first, the remarks made by Senator 
Gardiner. That honorable senator in- 
stanced, as one of the evils of this Act — 
the cancellation of preference to unionists — 
on the wharfs during the Waterside 
Workers’ strike. What were the circum- — 


stances in connexion with that matter? 


That strike was deliberately worked up—- 3 
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Spasnae Barnes.-—By the Goverment. 
, Senator PEARCE. — That statement is 
untrue. That strike was deliberately 
worked up for the purpose of preventing 
the coaling and loading of foodstuffs into 
our transports and hospital ships, required 
to bring our wounded troops back to Aus- 
traha. In Sydney these men absolutely 
refused to coal or put foodstuffs into hos- 
pital ships, with the result that the 
power of the War Precautions Act had 
to be exercised to withdraw preference 
from them, and to enable men who were 
willing to work the vessels to obtain em- 
ployment in preference to unionists who 
refused duty. Those are the circum- 
stances of that strike leading up to the 
cancellation of preference to unionists 
Several honorable senators interjecting, 
Senator PEARCE.—TI am glad to know 
that I am making honorable members 
opposite squeal, for this is evidence that 
the truth is getting home on them. I 
have been obliged to sit all through this 
debate and listen to insults hurled at me, 
but. as soon as I attempt to reply there is 
a chorus of squealing from honorable 
members opposite. They know that it is 
the truth, and they do not like it. That 
is the reason why the War. Precautions 
Act was brought into operation in that 
particular case, and as one who has done 
as much as any honorable senator to 
- make preference to unionists and arbitra- 
_ tion possible, in this country, in the same 
circumstances I would do the same a 
hundred times over. 
I come now to the second point raised 
by Senator Gardiner. He spoke about 
the repressive regulations dealing , with 
disloyalty and dissension, and instanced 
the suppression of the use of Sinn Fein 
badges in Australia as an example of how 
ridiculous the regulation was. He said 
that these things were freely allowed in 
Treland, and had been allowed right 
throughout the war. I tell the honor- 
able senator that he could not have given 
a more unfortunate example. 
Ireland, during this war, and owing to 
vin Ae eine of this section, has been a 
_ source of weakness to the Empire when 
_ she could have been a-source of strength. 
_ Although it is true that Irish regiments 


and Irishmen have done nobly on the 


_ field of battle, it is not true of those 


I say that 


NE yee 50 Rees esas 


who remained in eur yer caused dis- Bes 
sension right throughout the war, . All 4— 
honour is paid to those trae who 
fought so nobly on the field of battle; but Hf 
no honour to those who remained in Ire- 
land. The Government were determined — 
that these people should not be allowed — 
to stir up bitterness and similar dissen- 
sion in this country. We took aetion 4 
with that object in view, and I am glad 
to say it. was successful, because we 
scotched the attempts of those who ene, 
deavoured to create dissension here. Pec 
1 come now to Senator Pratten’s re- 
marks, and I cannot help feeling some- 
what satirical when I think of his reter- 
ence to himself as a “ general” supporter — 
of the Government. It would be some- 
what difficult to record the instances in 
which he has supported the Government, _ 
at all events in connexion with any mea- 
sure that I have been piloting through 
this Chamber. He referred in a some- 
what schoolmasterly manner to the ideas 
we all had when the original Act was | 
introduced at the beginning of the war, - 
and went on to say that all those ideas 
have changed, I am one of the first to 
admit it. When the Act was passed I el 
had no idea of the use to which it would 
be put before the war was over. But, 
after all, what is that admission? It is 
an admission that this war itself has been 
a complete revelation to every nation on ~ 
earth. Previous wars were fought by 
the navies and armies of the belligerents, = 
but this war has been fought by the = 
: 


tae sy 


whole of the people. Every section of 
the people has been involved. The naval, — 
military and economic forces, trade and — - 
commerce—everything—has been flung er 
into the scale. We did not know that in 
1914, and Senator Pratten,. in 1918, — 
chides us with the fact that in 1914 we 
did not know the uses to. which this Act — 
would be put. This remarkable state- 
ment, surely, is a startling revelation! 
He tells us that when we passed the Act 
in 1914 we did not know what we woul 
have to do. “x 

Senator PrarTen.—I never said a 
thing of the sort. : = Tee 

‘Senator PEARCE. —That, a 
events, is the effect of the honorab 2 8 
tor’s argument if it: means - 


ac saying 


-- ence with commerce and industry. 
him, in reply, that this war has interfered 


+. manner. 
that, the.whole of her trade, 
commerce had to be thrown 


ference with trade and commerce. 
tor Pratten is against the Bill. 
quoted a number of regulations which he 
said should be discontinued, though I 
notice he is prepared to admit that these 
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in the course 
produced 
sheafs of the regulations, and perhaps to 
your intense weariness, sir, and certainly 
to my own, he spent a considerable time 
_ in reading and denouncing them all, and 


The Rae hesaror, 
of his remarks on this Bull, 


that all these things ought 
to have been done by legislation. This 
wisdom after the event 1s most start- 
ling. Senator Pratten comes here as a 
representative of the commercial com- 
munity of New South Wales, and he tells 
us that all these things are an interfer- 
T tell 


with the commerce and industry of every 


country, and that if Great Britain had not - 


interfered wth her trade and commerce 
as she did, Germany to-day would have 
been doing so in a much more drastic 
It is because Britain realized 
finance and 
into the 
scale that the Empire is victorious to- 
day and Germany defeated. This repre- 


sentative of the commercial community — 


of New South Wales devlores this inter- 
Sena 


a regulations, which are in the interests of 
the Gommercial community, should be con- 
tinued. But I point out to Senator Prat- 


5 ten that if he would destroy the Act he 
must destroy. these also. 


Senator. Pratten, if I may judge by his 
speech on this Bill, holds the belief that 
- no Ministers can be trusted. Either they 
are inept or untrustworthy. But his re- 
marks as applied to’ Ministers were quite 
flattering when compared with his  re- 
marks concerning those officials whom the 
Ministers have gathered around them. 
I gather from his remarks that the staffs 
we have got together are either knaves 
or fools who~cannot be intrusted with 
the duty of advising us on any matter. 
I frankly confess that Senator Pratten is 
beyond my comprehension. If he achieves 
what he is endeavouring to do, I venture 
to say that at the next election the com- 


mercial community will Have a reckoning 


_ with him of a far more drastic character 
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than he has cidaas/oeed to have es 
this Government. 


Senator Prarren.—That is only your 


opinion. | 

Senator PEARCE.—I am merely 
giving my opinion. The honorable senator 
took much longer to give his. e 


Let me direct the attention of the com- 
mercial community and Senator Pratten to © 


one little item in which they are vitally in- _ 


terested, and in which they are beigg pro= 
tected to-day 
cautions Act and the regulations issued 
under it: Honorable senators of the Op-. 
position are very frequently given to talk- 


ing about the exploitations of the Ship- 


ping Combine. 
world that ‘has been 
cheaply served by shipping as Australia 
has been during the war; but if the 
War Precautions Act had been lifted 
from shipping for five minutes we would 
not have had a solitary ship left on our 
coast, and the Shipping Combine, as ait 


There is no place in the 


is walled, could have made immense for- — 


tunes, because freights elsewhere have — 
been five or six times higher than those 

which they were allowed “to earn on the 
Australian coast. We havenotonly held — 
the ships here, but we have also held the — 
freights down. Although freights have © 
fallen elsewhere, they have not fallen to 
anything approximating the Australian 

rates. If we were to lift the War Precau- 
tions Act at the present time the Aus- 
tralian shipping companies would in six 


months make more than they have made — 


during the whole course of the war. 
Senator Prarren.—The Australian 

shipping companies scoff at that assertion. 
Senator PEARCE.—It can easily be — 

tested by a comparison of the freights 


prevailing elsewhere with those which 
‘prevail on the Australian coast. — 


Senator O’Krrre.—Does the Minister — 


say that shipping to-day is as scarce as 
it was before the war ended ? 


Senator PEARCE.—Yes; the shipping 
scarcity has not been overcome. On the 
other hand, the demands of demobiliza- 
tion will increase the problem. If we 
were to lift the War Precautions Act, it — 
would mean ruin to the business com- — 
munities of Australia ene along its 
coast Ime. 


by reason of the War Pre- _ 


so well and so 
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Senator Prarrun.—The Minister is as- 
suming that something will happen which 
wil never happen. 


Senator PEARCE.—I know that it 
will not happen, because the Government, 
and its supporters, and those who are in 
favour of this Bill. will not allow it to 
happen; but if Senator Pratten had his 
way it would come about as soon as peace 
is declared. 

I apologize to Senator Keating for not 
being able to grasp his arguments in re- 
gard to the proclamation; but, as it ap- 
pears to me, we would ce placing ourselves 
in an extracrdinary position if we adopted 


the course he has suggested. The United ° 


- Kingdom has passed a specific Act which 
- provides for the declaration of the date 
of the termination of the war at a date 
not later than the date of exchange or 
- deposit of the ratifications of the treaty 
of peace. The Imperial Parliament fs 
not Imperial in the sense that~its laws 
extend to, and are enforceable throughout 
all parts of the Empire; but is Imperial 
in the sense that it controls the foreign 
policy of the nation. Our enemies, our 
Allies. and the neutral nations look upon 
the British Empire, not as a number of 
nations, but as one nation. When the 
Imperial Government issues a proclama- 
tion declaring- that peace has_ been 
achieved on that day, every portion of 
‘the Br'tish Empire will be at peace. But, 
according to my understanding of what 
Senator Keating has said, there can be 
a proclamation by the “Empire, saying 
that the state of war has passed, and in- 


ferentially that means that the people 


who are in the internment camp at Liver- 
pool are our enemies before it 1s made, 
but cease to be such once it is published; 


and, on the other hand, we can have a_ 


proclamation in an integral part of the 
Empire a month or six months later, de- 
elaring that peace has been achieved, and 
in that period between the proclamation 
by the British Empire that peace has 
arrived and the proclamation by the Go- 
vernor-General of Australia that peace 
has arrived, these people may still be 
: gas as our enemies, 


Senator Kratine.—I did not say aoe 
Senator PEARCE.—Then, if that can- 
not be done, one of the vital necessities 


“7 


which the war power of the Common- 


Guy 


for this measure has gone. It is vitally. i ae 
necessary to retain those persons in our 
internment camps until we have decided = 
upon a pol'cy in regard to them. Senator — 
Keating’s meaning, then, is that as soon — 
as the Imperial proclamation is issued 
we can no longer deal with these persons? __ 
Senator Kzatrye.—No. - I merely 
touched on that matter, because I spoke 
briefly. In Committee I shall be able to 
develop my argument sufficiently to make 
it appeal to the Minister. | 
Senator PEARCE.—I do not ae 
whether the honorable senator’s words are 
to be interpreted as a promise or a threat. 
If the honorable senator really means 
what he says I withdraw all that I have 
said in regard to his argument, and ask 
him to take it as having been unsaid. 
Senator Ferricxs.—But does not the 
Bill provide just for what the Minister | 
has been saying, for treating the occu- 
pants of internment camps as enemies it 
until peace is proclaimed ? 


Senator PEARCE.—If the Bill i. 


passed we can do so, but Senator Keating 


argues that we should destroy the War 
Precautions Act and simply depend upon 


the Governor-General’s proclamation. | 

Senator Kzatrne.—My contention is — 
that the Governor-General’s proclama- — 
tion is not analogous to the Imperial — 
proclamation. It is purely local, and is 
designed to have a local effect only. =. 

Senator PEARCE.—Passing away § ~— 
from that point, I wish to correct Sena- — 
tor Bakhap’s reference to my remarks 
upon the tapering period. I did not infer — 
that by some feat of legerdemain on our’ +2 
part there was a tapering period during 


wealth would shade into the constitutional Bs 
power. All I meant was that there was 
a tapering period from, say, prior to the. 
armistice, when we were continuing to ~ 
exercise these powers’ freely. For in- 
stance, until the Bill we are now dealing - x 
with expires there will be a tapering 
period, during which we shall ease down < 
in our exercise of the powers given by the — 
War Precautions Act until ree: fae oe 
pass from us. '' ‘oil 
I now come to the remarks of 8 
One of his principal 


ey 
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against the censorship is that the Tas- 
manian censor deleted the words ‘‘ Come 
and hear the truth,’’\which appeared on 
a certain hand-bill. 

Senator Guy.—Was not his action ridi- 
culous ? 

Senator PEARCE.—It did seem to me 
that it was ridiculous he should have done 
anything of the kind, but after listening 
to Senator Guy for half-an-hour I have 
come to the conclusion that the censor 
must have heard one_of the honorable 
senator’s speeches on conscription. There 
was an instruction by which these repre- 
sentations in regard to the war were liable 


- ‘to the censorship. 


companies, and whom the 


Board, he would vote side by*side with: 


= 


Senator O’Keefe, after tearing a pas- 
sion to tatters and giving certain people 
the benefit of some cheap wit, turned to a 


general denunciation of the Boards that ~ 


have been brought into force under the 
Act. What amuses me in this debate is 
that we have a combination of forces 
against the Bill. Senator Pratten held 


up to considerable criticism a gentleman 


named Mulvany. | 

~ Senator Pratrren.—I did not mention 
his name. Poa | c 

- Senater PEARCE.—The official at the 
Treasury who deals with the flotation of 
honorable 
senator was criticising, happens to be 
named Mulvany. Senator Pratten de- 
nounces this matter being dealt with by 
an official If it was dealt with by a 


Senator O’Keefe, who denounces these 
matters being dealt with by Boards, and 
he would also find himself side by side 


with Senator Foll, who says the work 


should not be done by Boards or officials, 
but by Ministers themselves. All those 
gentlemen could vote side by side against 
the work being done anyhow—by Boards, 
officials, or Ministers. 


Senator O’Keefe speaks of the Kiely 
case as if some military officer in Tas- 


mania had said about somebody that he 
had made a statement that was wrong, 
and telegraphed that over to me, and 
I said, ‘‘Off with his head!” and 
had signed my name to the warrant. 
Tt was not done that way. The 
military officer in Tasmania receives 


police reports that a man has done and 


Ladle 
ye 


' ing acted without due warrant. 
_the people get the evidence on which the 


said certain things in certain places. The 
Military Commandant considers the re- 
ports, consults with the police, and re- 
commends to us that the man should be 
arrested, and he is arrested. ‘The officer 
sends the file to us, and the Chief of the 
General Staff examines it, and recom- 
mends to me what course they think 
should be taken. In the case of every ~ 
person who is British-born, although not 
necessarily of British nationality—he 
may even be of German nationality—the 
papers, with all the recommendations, - 
have been taken to Cabinet, and the full 
evidence read to the Cabinet. In every 
case there has had to be a majority of the 
Cabinet in favour of the internment be- 
fore the man was interned. When cer- 
tain members of the Irish Republican 
Brotherhood were interned, exactly the 


same statements were made about them. 


We had an inquiry before Mr. Justice 
Harvey, and there has been a remarkable 
silence—a silence that could be felt—ever — 
since that report was published. I give 
that as an instance to show that there, too, 
the Government were denounced as hav- 


When 


Government acted, no public demand is 
made in any part of the Commonwealth 
that the men should be released. — 
Senator O’Krrerr.—You should have 
taken the same action in regard to Kiely 


long ago. - All I asked for was a fair 
trial. - 
Senator PEARCE. — As _ Senator 


O’Keefe takes such an interest in this 
case, may I suggest to him that he should 


give the case of the man who was arrested _ 


under the War Precautions Act for hav- 


.iIng wireless naval messages and secret 


naval books. in his possession, and that 
Senator O’Keefe should also give the fact 
that wireless messages sent by the Govern. 
ment in code actually appeared in the 
Labour Call of this city, having been ob- 
tained by some mysterious means and 
decoded. | : 

Senator O’Krrrz.—Do you insinuate 
that I know anything about that case? : 

Senator PEARCE.—It simply shows 
what happened in the ease of another man 
who was arrested in exactly the same way 
as Kiely was. 


94s War Precautions a _ISENATE. 1 


Senator O’Kerrs. Bato Fa Spelt of 
order, I submit that the Minister made a 
distinct insinuation against me, to the 
_ effect that I should know the facts regard- 
ing somebody who was arrested for hav- 
ing wireless secrets in his possession. I 
know nothing: about any wireless secrets 
in any man’s possession, except what I 
saw in the newspapers. -The Minister 
‘has made a vile insinuation against me, 
and I ask that he should withdraw it. 

The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
T. Givens).—So far as E have been able 
to follow the Minister, he simply 
adduced a certain case, which he said 
was a counter-balance to the case that 


Pie 


ng Mes. SU a Wet wie 


Senator O’Keefe had mentioned, and ~ 


suggested that Senator O’Keefe might 
put that case also. I did not understand 
the Min‘ster to insinuate In any way 
that Senator O’Keefe was cognisant of 
the facts of that case. : 
Senator O’Krrre.—He asked that I 
should give the facts. 
The PRESIDENT. — The — Minister 
; might have meant that they should. be 
Ee within the honorable senator’s knowledge, 
as we'l as the facts of the other case ; ae 
he did not: insinuate, so far as I could 
follow him, that the honorable senator 
knew the facts in any improper way. To 
ask an honorable senator, when he 
quotes one case, also to quote or bear in 
_ mind another case, is, in my opinion, not 
disorderly. 
~ Senator -O’Krerz.—The Minister, in 
_fa‘rness to @e, should say more than he 
has said. or withdraw it. 
The PRESIDENT.—Order! There is 


President’s ruling. Unless that way is 
taken. the President’s ruling must be 
pened in its entirety. 

Senator PEARCE.—1 have not finished 
Seth that case. Senator O’Keefe could 
have quoted it, because it was revorted 
in the vress, and the man was dealt with 
in exactly the same wav. He was arrested 
2 a was not told of the charge against 

ah: 
ma. 7 Senator. ~ Lit. Colonel O’Locutin.—He 
_ ought to have been. 


eee ee eta ae ener ORE EN os 


a for a very good reason—hbecause we 
ee wanted to find out his accomplices, if we 
_ could. The facts showed Wee We were 


a prover and orderly way to dispute the, 


Senator PEARCE.—He was not told,. 


right, : peck tse: he iad in ae possession 
books that would have been of the utmosh 
value to an enemy of this country. In 
almost any other country, he would have 
been shot. He'was an employee in the 
Navy Department, and one of our ‘‘ com- — 
rades.’”?’ He was a man of British birth, — 
and everything that could have been 
said about Kiely could have been said of — 
him. He had a British name, and was 
born of Brit’sh parents ; and yet he was 
going about the city, knowing that under — 
Navy regulations he was “committing - ae 
crime. Honorable senators opposite 
have been speaking as if everybody in 2 
th's country was harmless and loyal, and 
would do absolutely nothing against the 
interests of Australia. I am sceptical, 
because I have seen too many instances to 
the contrary. We have in Liverpool 
Camp to-day men who we have absolute 
proof were the secret agents of Germany. — 
“They were spies in this country, and 
more than one of them was none In Be 
country. 

Senator O’KEErE. Why did 


couple my name with Enge man? 


orable senator ‘picked out paeceaae! whore 
the whole of the facts are not yet known, — 
and created an atmosphere of suspicion 
around it. JI mentioned another case 


the same way. The Irish Republic 
Brotherhood cases were dealt with in 
same way, and, when the public kne 
the facts, ‘where is there a man to 8 
that an injustice was done? __ = 

Senator O’Krrrs.—He was hot deals 
with in the. same way. ‘They were tried 
in open Court, and all I asked was tha : 
Kiely should be similarly tried. = 

Senator PEARCE.—Senator O’Logh- | 
lin declared to-night that these things — 
would not have been done when the 


ae the denowledee of © he ee wh 
the Labour Administration was in power 
In other words, British-born persons wer 
interned without trial, and the Lab 
party knew of their internment, beca 
they were informed of it by myself i in 
Labour Caucus. They knew a 
consideration was given to are 
_Bhibae cases ne abe ee ret, ant 


was not on the decision of the Minister 
alone that this procedure was adopted. 
Senator Tnomas.—That provision was 

put in by the Labour Caucus itself. 

e . - Senator PEARCE. es 

| I must express my surprise at the atti- 


* tude taken up by Senator Foll, who 
-* says that he is opposed to this 
- Bill because the Government is not 


in a_ position to state definitely _ to- 
might which of the regulations under 

2 the Act it is prepared to drop, which 
Bs of them it proposes to perpetuate, and- 
what regulations are to be amended. 
3 aS Is that a reasonable attitude for him fo 
~ take up? I-ask the honorable senator to 
examine it for himself. 
been sitting continuously ever since the 
signing of the armistice. Does the honor- 
able senator realize the pressure under 
which Ministers have to work? Does 
he realize how impossible it is, while 
Parliament is sitting, and “attention has 
~ to be given to the preparation of Bills 
and the answering of all sorts of ques- 

_ tions, for Ministers to get together for 
~ the purpose of discussing anything more’ 


parliamentary proceedings. Would he 
have us deal with these regulations in 
a slipshod fashion? The very fact men- 
tioned by him, that hundreds of regula- 
tions have been -framed under the War 
4 Precautions Act, shows that to examine 
them with a view of determining which 
_ of them can be dropped, which can be 
amended, and which ought to be con- 
tinued, is not the work of a day. Such 
<—~ examination cannot be made in a spare 
hour now and a spare hour then, but . 
must necessarily occupy some weeks. 
@ Senator Foll, however, will not give the 
Government an opportunity to make that 
. eareful examination. He says he will 
*. vote for the Bill. to cease automatically 
with the declaration of peace, because we 
- are not prepared to state now which of 
these hundreds of regulations we propose 
_ to drop, continue, or amend. 
That is not a responsible attitude for 
_ Government supporter to adopt. I 
ould describe it rather as ie aauinde 


Parliament has | 


than business actually arising out of our | 
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ment should give some consideration to 
the pressure under which Ministers are 
working, and to the time which must 
necessarily be occupied in dealing with 
questions of this sort as they ought to 
be dealt with. If the honorable senator 
has correctly stated the basis of his 
opposition to this Bill, it is not reason- — 
able. : 
Senator For1i.—I said I would ee, 
the Bill. because, even if it .were 
defeated, the Government would not lose — 
their present powers under the principal o 
Act. 

Senator PEARCE.—We would lose 
those powers the moment that peace was 
declared, and no one can tell when that. 
will be. 

Senator Prarrzn.—Is there not time to 
examine the regulations before the peace 
terms are signed ? 

Senator PEARCE—I do not know 
whether the honorable senator is in the 
secrets of the Allies, but I can only say 


that I do not know when me peace terms 


may be signed. 

Senator Prarrun.—-The Leno sena- 
tor knows that they are not likely to’ be 
signed for some time, oe 

Senator PEARCE.—I do not. I notice 
that President Wilson and representatives 
of the other Allied nations are now meeting. 
I presume that the object of their meeting - 
is to determine what they are going to do 


with respect to the peace terms, and that 


the Peace Conference itself may be con- 
vened only to ratify the decisions already 
arrived at. In that case we might have 
the declaration of peace before the end of 
January. President Wilson has said that — 
if the Peace Conference is to continue 
until March he must return to the United 
States of America. 

Another statement made by Senator Foll 
I wish to correct; and, since he is a com- 
paratively new member of the Senate, I 


hope he will take what I have to say as~ 


being merely a suggestion that he should © 
satisfy himself as to the correctness of any — 
report before he repeats it. He has said — 
that the censorship has been released m_ 
America and in the United Kingdom. a 
That is not correct. 
Senator Forr.—I said it had been par-_ 
tially Bee oe 


2 


ee annier PEARCE. —I] beg the honor- 
ok senator’s pardon. He did not use the 
word “partially.” The censorship in Aus- 
tralia has been released to the exact ex- 
tent to which it has been relaxed in 
the United Kingdom and the United States 
of America. Had Senator Foll ques- 
_ tioned me on the subject, I might have 
shown him a cable from the British Go- 
- vernment telling us what they were doing, 
and suggesting that we should act on simi- 
lar lines. It is not fair to condemn Min- 
isters with respect to a Bill of this kind 
- without asking whether the basis of that 
- condemnation is correct or not. 
: Senator Frrricks.—The  Muinister 
_ might have given the Senate, when moving 
_ the second reading of the Bill, the informa- 
tion that he has just put before us. 
Senator PEARCE.—No doubt I could 
have referred to many other matters. I 
spoke, however, at what I considered to 
_ be reasonable length, and I assumed that 
any supporter of the Government who was 
not satisfied with respect to any point 
would come to Ministers for information 
_ with regard to it. That is what is expected 
of any Government supporter, and had I 
_ been approached [I should have been very 
pleased to supply any information within 
eat By. power to give. 
 Question—That the Bill be now. read 
a a second time—put. The Senate divided. 
18 


ee Ayes <.. i i 
Pgs | _ Noes ie iy fate 
Majority .. ees, 

1 AYES. 

Bolton, Lt.-Colonel Pearce, G. F. 

- Buzacott, R. Plain, W. 

_ Crawford, T. W. Rowell, Colonel 

de Largie, H. Russell, E. J. 
Earle, J. Senior, W, 

_ Fairbairn, G. Shannon, J. W. 
Givens, T. Thomas, J. ame 
Guthrie, RnR. 8: Teller: 

Millen, E. D. Reid, M. 

- Newland, J. 

Argan i _ Noss. 

Barker, §S. Maughan, W. J. R. 

- Barnes, J. Needham, E, 
Ferricks, M. A. O’Keefe, D. J. 


_ Gardiner, A. O’Loghlin, Lt.-Colonel 
Grant, J. _ 4|Pratten, H. E. 
hoes < GLY A, ™ Teller: 
ra) Keating, J. H. McDougall, A.» 


a PAIRs. 
my _ Lynch, Bids Bakhap, T. J, K, 
ae: Henderson, G. Hel, H Ss. 
He gine? 


- whichever period is the longer,”. 


get an authoritative decision upon it? 


am. |-I would lke to sav 


a similar 


Bill nog a second Neh 
In Committee: 


Clause 1 agreed to. 
Clause 2— : : 3 eS 
(1) Section 2. of the principal Act is 3 
amended by’ inserting in sub-sections (1) 
thereof after. the words “state of war” the ~ 
words “and for a period of three months — 
thereafter or until the thirty-first day of July 
One thousand nine hundred and nineteen, 


(2) The period during which the principal 2 
Act continues in operation by virtue of sub- 
section (1) of this section is in this Act re- 
ferred to as “the extended period ese ee 
which the principal Act remains in force ” 


Bo 

Senator BAKHAP (Tasmania) f12. 14 ag 
a.m.|.—In my speech upon the motion 
for the second reading of this Bill IT 
maintained that the ge a? of the War = 


proclaimed would prove - be eae a 
tutional. In order that the point may be— a 
definitely determined, I desire to know 
whether the Goverhiisnt will take steps, 
in accordance with the power contained — 
in the Judiciary Act of 1910, to submit 
a case to the High Court so that we eee! 


Senator PEARCE (Western Ansiralmem 
—Minister for Defence) [12.16 a.m. pe dot: 
Although I was a member of the Parli 
ment which passed the Statute th 
amended our Judiciary Act by providin ii 
for the power.of reference to which at- — 
tention has been drawn bv Senator Bal 
hap, I had really forgotten that such 
measure was in existence. But, so far; 
I have had no opportunity of consulting 
the Acting Attorney-General (Mr. 
Groom) upon the matter. I will, how- 
ever, see that the honorable senator’s re- 
presentations are brought under his 
notice without delay. 


Senator KEATING (Tasmania) [12 
that tk 
amending Judiciary Act, to which refe 
ence has been made, was passed in 191 
and that in principle it is founded w 

Statute which operates 
Canada. It has been said that after ° 
passed the Judiciary Act of 1910 
the Justices of the High ‘Court 
pee capacity, coleeel an 0 
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understand from inquiries hee IL have 
‘ made that there has never been any judi- 
cial pronouncement upon the ‘subject. 
Neither the High Court nor any Justice 
of it has judicially expressed any opinion 
. upon the validity of that Statute, or upon 
our competence to pass it. ; 


: I wish, also, to mention that in 
1912, a similar issue’ ‘to that which 
is involved in such connexion, came 


before the Privy Council in an = ac- 


4 tion between the Attorney-General of 


eae and the Attorney-General of the 
fe eeenion of Candda. That was an action 
‘tn which the Attorney-General of On- 
_ tario and the Attorneys-General of several 
Ks of the Provinces St the Ey 
s inion. They expressed a doubt as to 
_ the competence of the Supreme Court of 
_ Canada to determine the validity of cer- 
_ tain Provincial Statutes. The matter came 
before the Privy Council, which, after 
heaving the arguments advanced, decided 
_ that the Federal Statute was valid, and 
_ that the Supreme Court of Canada was 
‘required to express its opinion upon the 
hypothetical case which had been sub- 
mitted to it. 
existence of the Dominion, it held that 
“such a power was reposed in a free consti- 
- tutionally-governed community. It was 
a power which was enjoyed by the pro- 
_ vinees before Federation, in respect to 
cs their own laws, and the sata blighinett of 
Federation did not cause that power to 
disappear. © It existed somewhere, and 
' that it existed in the Dominion Parlia- 
ment the Privy Council had not the 
slightest ‘doubt. Although one of the 
Judges of the Supreme Court of Canada 
had said, “'This is not doing the work 
of a Court, and I do not recognise this 
as judicial ork, ” the final tribunal held 
» that the Dominion Parliament had the 
- power to require the Supreme Court to give 
its interpretation upon a hypothetical ease. 
I hope that when the Minister is referring 
“a to the Acting Attorney-General the point 


7 


attention to the important ease decided by 
he Privy Council two years after this 


4 


, Act in 1910. 
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Apart altogether from the. 


“raised by Senator Bakhap, he will direct 


lament passed the amending J udi- | 
ferred. 


Ba ee hac 


Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 
[12.20 a.m. ]+—I move— 


That the word ‘ longer’’ be left out ah 
a view to insert the word ‘‘ shorter’’ in lieu | 
thereof. . 


I do this with the deliberate object of 
specifying the limit of time for which the 
wal Act may operate. lf the 
amendment is carried, the Act must expire - 
on the proclamation of peace, or not later 
than the 31st July. It is reasonable to 


argue that, before that date, the Govern- 


ment will have ample time to be able to — 
submit to Parliament some definite pro- 
posals regarding the powers they may de- 
sire to exercise after the declaration of 
peace.~ It has been pointed out over and 
over again that the uncertainty as to what 
the Government intend to do is holding 
up a number of business enterprises and 
developments that will »roceed when the 
commercial community knows definitely 


what is to happen in conhexion with the 


powers now exercised under the War Pre- — 
cautions Act. aie 
Senator PEARCE (Western Australia es 


'—Minister for Defence) [12.22 a.m.].—~ a 
- I trust the Committee will not accept the 
I do not propose to repeat 


amendment. 
the arguments that have been advanced 
in favour of the extension of the principal 
Act. As honorable senators are aware, 


~ a longer period of extension was provided 


in the Bill as originally introduced in 
another place, but a compromise was 
arrived at, and is embodied in the Bill. I 


think the compromise is ent and I ask 


the Committee to stand by : 
Senator KEATING (Tasmania) [12.24 
a.m.|—The amendment is one that ought — 
to commend itself to the Committee. I, — 
too, realize, as the Minister for Defence 
does, that President Wilson’s force of 
character and dominating personality, 
and the position he occupies in relation to 
the Allied Powers, may help to promote 
the declaration of peace much earlier than 
the most apiimistte of us anticipated some | 
time ago. y 
In that event, is this Act to 
in force for five or six months after 
the war is officially ended? That — 
would be a negation of the very compro-— 
mise to which Senator .Pearce has re- — 
Suppose that peace is declared 


reliant Mee: 


‘ poet 2 


ons 
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"some time in February, if. this ites is 
_ passed in its present form, the Act will 
still remain in force until the 31st July. 
J understand the amendment to mean that 
4 if peace is declared before the 31st July 
the Act shall cease to operate imme- 
diately; but, on the other hand, if peace 
does not come till September, or for 
several years, the Act will terminate on 
the 31st July. It may be urged that if 
peace did not come in the interim, it 

_ would be a hardship and an luconvenience 
if the Act ceased to operate on that date. 
That would not .be so, because the Go- 

_ vernment would be able to see long before 
the 31st July that it was necessary to 
take other action to: further extend the 
Act, or to stibstitute for it some other 
legislation more in consonance with the 


a 
‘ 


circumstances of that day than with the 
circumstances of the day when war was. 


a 


ee declared in 1914. Therefore, I do not 


sec that either hardship or inconvenience 


will result from the adoption of the 

amendment. On the contrary, if the 
amendment is agreed to, and peace does 
come upon the world formally and techni- 
cally early in the new year, the Act will 
~ cease to operate on the day the state of 
war is ended, instead of remaining in 
; _ operation for some five or six months after- 


I hope that the Committee, apart 
- from: any party feeling, will consider the 
_ position with regard to this Bill. I have 
in mind two considerations that I think 
should influence any honorable senator in 
giving a vote upon this measure. Through- 
out the war period, I have never hesitated 
_ to give to any Government who were in 


~ office any powers ‘they asked for, and T 
have never been associated, directly or in- 


~~ direetly, with any person who sought to 


chose to pass. I have trusted them im- 
plicitly. But awe are approaching normal 
_ peace.times, and I think the amendment 
will have the effect of speeding up the 
_ officers of Departments, who at the pre- 
sent time are intrusted with extraordinary 


_ powers under the War Precautions Act 


_ and regulations, to a realization that the 
___ termination of their abnormal powers is 
imminent. 
seftt will remain in force til ‘the 31st 

eior Keating. : 


Nee 
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annul any regulation the Government 


But if they know that the- 


July at Teast, reel ssisabiee fons fies < 
nite period beyond that date, ther . 
be no disposition on their part to 
their powers with any alacrity. ‘Let 
Act ‘terminate on the declaration — 
peace, or not later than the 31st Jul; 
and we shall find. that the officials i 
whom these powers have been vested will 
be on their guard to prepare themselves 
for the new conditions and circumstances 
that will attend the change from a sstal 
of war to a state of peace. — 

The CHAIRMAN (Senator Shanken 
—To enable honorable senators to partake 
of a little light refreshment, I shall, with 
the concurrence of the Committee, 
suspend the sitting for half- an-hour. 7 


Sitting suspended from 12.30 to Ja a.m 
(Thursday). aie 


Question—That the a, "prog 
be left out be left out—put. 
mittee divided. ; 


Ferricks, M. A. 
Gardiner, A. 
Guy, J. 


OLoghlin, Lt.-Co 
Pratten, He 


af 


Foll, Se "| Henderson, a ; 


‘Ardennes hanno 
Senator PRATTEN (N ew South J W 


[1.4 a.m.}.—I move— 


That ie words ‘‘and for a Ser 
months thereafter or’? be left o 


The CHAIRMAN (Senat 
—Order! The honorab. 
go back over | the clause 
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a x Senator Prarren.—But the clause has 
not yet been disposed of. 


The CHAIRMAN.—The honorable 


senator can move to amend a portion of 


Senator KEATING (Tasmania) [1.6 
~_a.m.|.—I 
_ Pearce) if he intends to do anything with 

‘regard to paragraph 2 of 


the clause which has not yet been dealt 
_ with, but he cannot go back. 


Senator Pratten. — I am only going 
back over portion of the clause which has 
been dealt with in order to link it up 
by way of an amendment with part of 
the clause which has not yet been con- 
sidered. 

The CHAIRMAN.—The 
senatcr will not be in order in doing that. 
The Committee has just decided that the 
word ‘‘longer’’ shall remain in the 
‘clause. The honorable senator may 


move something subsequent to that, but 


not prior to it. 


ask the Minister (Senator 


section II. 


of the original Act. The Committee has 


-. decided to insert in the original measure 


the words ‘‘and for a period of three 
months thereafter or until the thirty-first 


re day cf July, One thousand nine hundred, 
and nineteen, whichever period is the | 


longer.’’ Reading that into the original 


= Act we find that it-is associated with the 


- posed to retain those words ? 


phrase ‘‘ until the issue of a proclamation 
by the Governor-General.’’ Is it pro- 
If they 
remain, there will be a considerable 
amount of doubt as to the position. Al- 
ready the Minister and I are not in ac- 
cord, in our opinions, concerning when 
the Act will terminate. If an amend- 
ment is not made now with respect to 
the issue of a proclamation there will be 
still further doubt. 
words means that we shall be making the 
issue of a proclamation a condition pre- 
cedent to the termination of the war for 
the purposes of this Act. There is in 
the minds of many people misconception 
as to the effect, of a proclamation. There 


is no’ proclamation necessary either for ~ 


the declaration of war or of peace. It 
is not an indispenable condition precedent 
to either. Proclamations have been a 


source of great trouble in the develop- 


Pe maht of thé Constitution of Great” Bri- 


aRAIR:. :. 


i The Tudor monarchs legislated by 
proclamation, and. the Stuarts followed 
hem ;-and the last king who attempted to 


Ag oe te 
pee 
) 


aout 1918.] 


honorable 


The retention of the: 


— Bul. mE 


legislate by. proclamation did so at the 


risk of his Throne. That was James 
II. It was contended on the part of 
the Crown that those proclamations had 
legal effect,-and, to some extent, it was 


recognised; although Lord Coke, when — 


invited by the Crown to declare the effects. 
of proclamations, said the Government 


could not by proclamation make anything 


which ‘was law not law. A proclamation — 
is only an announcement, in so far ag 1t 


proclaims a state of peace or of war. — 


Some proclamations are necessary, how- 
ever. For instance, under the Naviga- 
tion Act, the law provides that the Act ~ 
shall come into operation on a date to . 
be fixed by proclamation. 

That proclamation is a condition pre- 
cedent to the operation of a law passed 
by this Parliament; but these.other proc 
lamaticns. are not indispensavle to peace 
cr war. A proclamation might be issued 
in Great Britain declaring that the state 
of war had ceased on the Ist May, but — 
there is no obligation on the part of the — 


' Governor-General, or the Governor of any _ 
Dominion, to issue a similar proclamation. _ 


It is an intimation of the Royal will—of_ 
what it is the pleasure of the Crown to 
announce to its subjects. The Govern- 
ment could delay the issue of a pro-— 
clamation, because the proclamation does 
not make peace, but only announces that 
a state of peace exists. It may serve aS — 
evidence afterwards, and that is all. . 
Senator BakHap.—In itself, the pro- 
clamation is not an act of peace. 
Senator KEATING.—Not at all. The 
proclamation referred to will still remain, 
unless we do something, as a proclama- 


tion for the purposes of the Act—for the | 


purpose of terminating the operation of — 
the Act. We are now providing that the 
operation of the Act shall cease at the 
termination of the war, plus three months, 
or on the 3lst July next, whichever is 
the longer. And are we to complicate the. 
position by leaving in the provision that 
the present state of war shall continue. 
until the issue of a proclamation by the 
Governor-General? The Government 
have power to defer the issue of that pro- 
clamation just as long as they please.” I — 
am not talking about the constitutionality 
of the powers to be exercised; but the 
Government may choose to keep the 
measure on the statutebook, and delay — 


9720 - War Precautions . 
the issue of the proclamation .until three 
weeks or three months after the Imperial 
proclamation. 

Senator Guy.—TIs that likely ? 
Senator KEATING.—I am not dealing 
with the likelihood, but with the discre- 

- tion that rests with the Government. 
What I object to is that the Government 

‘will not exercise their responsibility, but 
are asking us to share it, and to share it 
blindfoldedly. We are extending the 
operations of the Act and all the existing 
regulations, while we do not know what 
the existing regulations are, and have no 

_ definite promise as to which will be re- 
‘pealed. 

Senator Rerp.—If Parliament were sit- 
fing it could interfere. | ; 

Senator KEATING.—J udging by the 
way in which Parliament is dealing with 
this measure, it shows no disposition to 
interfere. Even if this extension is not 
granted the Government still have all the 
‘powers, and will retain them until the 
period mentioned in the original Act. 

Senator Pearce quoted from a Statute 
passed by the Imperial Parliament to de- 

_ @lare when the war is terminated. I do 

_ not know what the particular Statute is, 

but’ it is obvious that there was such a 

_ necessity imposed on the Imperial Parlia- 
ment. The Defence of the Realm Act 

Simply states that ‘His Majesty has 
power, during the present war, to issue 
regulations,’’ and so forth. and there is 

_ an obligation on the Imperial Parliament 

_ to define when the present war termi- 

. We have already done that by 

providing that it shall depend upon a 
proclamation, and now we say that it 
shall be three months after the termina- 
fion of the war. 

_ Senator Eartz.—Do you infer that a 
Government would refuse to issue a proe- 
lamation at the proper time in opposition 
to the will of Parliament? 

‘Senator KEATING.—I do not suggest 
that the Government would do that, but 
i can conceive that. a Government might 

justifiably intimate that they were not 

going to issue a proclamation, say, on the 

_ Ast of a month, but that it might pro- 
bably be the 15th or the 21st of the 

_ month. There may be some necessary 

_ leaning up to do; and that is why we 
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made the end. of the war, for the pur- — 
poses of this Act, depend on the issue of Rae 
a proclamation, for which the Govern- Oe x 
ment is responsible. I would sooner leave si 
the power and-responsibility as 1 now is 
with the Government. : ae 
Senator Rerp.—When there is an 
official proclamation by the Imperial au- : 
thorities that war has ceased and peaco 
exists, does the honorable senator not 
think that the Dominions, including Aus- 
tralia, will follow that lead? re eae 


Senator KEATING.—It does not mat- © 
ter whether they do or not.. That will” a 
not affect this Act. We, in the exercise 
of our own legislative power, have de- ~~ 
cided that, for the purpose of these ex- 
traordinary powers, the term of their emn- 
joyment shall be fixed by the issue of CUP te 
‘own proclamation. I think that we 
acted wisely. in making that provision. 
We did it with the deliberate intention ~ 
of investing the Government with dis- : 
cretion to issue the proclamation when 
they were ready: It should be remem- ~ 2 
bered that we passed our measure after 
the Defence of the Realm Act was passed. — 
Our Act was assented to on 29th October, 
1914. The Defence of the Realm Act was Be 
assented to on 8th August, 1914, or only 
four. days after war was declared. The 
Imperial Parliament made no (provision — 
for defining the period or the end of the ~ 
war. We did, and in doing so had re- 
gard to the fact that there might be a 
lot of matters to be cleared up, and we — 
therefore left it to be determined by the — 
issue of a proclamation by the Governor- — 
General. ; a 

I have pointed put that in the Elec- a 
toral Act, and in the Act providing — 
for the suspension of patent rights, we — 
included no such provision. It was seen 
that a certain number of institutions, 
systems, and regulations would be brought 
into being under the War Precautions 
Act which could not be terminated in a — 
day, and which would not go out of ex- 
istence the moment a cable was received 
from the Imperial authorities that peace 
was proclaimed. So we said that for the 
purposes of this Act—not for ger 
purposes—the' present state of war meal 
the period from a certain date until tl 
issue of a local proclamation. — 3 
pointed out, also, that there is no 
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i ; _ Governor-General, either at common law 
or under constitutional law; but we have 
said that, for the purposes of this Act, ~ 


the state of war shall terminate on ips 


- issue of such a proclamation. 


Senator Baxuar.—lI follow the honor- 
able senator’s argument; but does not the 
Imperial definition of the end of the 
state of war completely govern and condi- 
tion any definition we may make ee 
a Commonwealth Act? 


Senator KEATING.—For the purposes 
of the Commonwealth’s domestic Act, not 
— necessarily. 


Senator BaxuHap.—We cannot alow a 


state of war to remain when the Empire — 


has declared it at an end. . 
‘Senator KEATING.—We are not 


allowing.a state of war to remain. Sena- 
tor Reid made an interjection which was 
pertinent on that point. He said that the 
Imperial proclamation could not be made 

stating that a state of peace existed and 
Australia at the same time not be at peace. 


- But the proclamation provided for in, our 
Act has no bearing whatever upon. our 
“s It has relation 
only to our own internal domestic legis- 
lation. 


relaticns with our enemies. 


At .another stage Senator Pearce said 


- that if an Imperial proclamation was 
issued declaring a state of peace to exist, 
we could no longer deal with internees as 
_ enemy internees, because they would no 
longer beenemies: If we could not do that 
by reason of the fact that an Imperial pro- 
clamation had been issued declaring that 


a state of peace existed, how do the Go-,. 


vernment propose to do it by extending 
the War Precautions Act? That would 
not make those persons enemies when, ac- 
cording to the honorable senator’s own 
argument, the Imperial proclamation 
would have made them friends. The whole 
argument of the Government in this mat- 
_ ter goes round in a vicious circle. Another 
Minister points cut that it is necessary 
to extend the Act for the period proposed 


because certain arrangements had been 


entered into abroad. But those things 
could be dealt with without the proposed 


PAN Pua 
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SOP nak ‘Senator Pearce to being this. 


clause into harmony with itself and with 
the rest of the measure. I move— 


That the following paragraph be inserted :—- 


“JA, Paragraph (2) of section two of the 
War Precautions Act 1914 is 2h 
repealed,.”’ 


I should very much prefer to see 1b Te- 


main, without the provisions included im 
this Bill; but if the Government are de- 
termined upon carrying the provisions of 
this Bill there will be no place in the — 
original Act for paragraph 2 with regard 
to the proclamation. 


‘tion in this matter. 
subject, always, to the criticism of this | 
Parliament. 

Senator Earte.—Holding that view IT 


do not see why the honorable senator pro- 


tests against the Government having aie, 
power to issue the proclamation, © 


_ Senator KEATING.—Because it eau 
be inconsistent with what the Govern-— 


In 


ment are now proposing to do. 
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I repeat that per- 
sonally I would sooner leave to the Go- 
vernment absolute and complete discre- 
I would let them 
terminate their powers when they chose, 


this Bill the Government are adopting 


entirely different lines in defining when 


the state of war will. cease. | When this — 
Bill was introduced in another place, the 


_Acting Attorney-General at great length 


went into the circumstance that the Im- 


perial Government had appointed high | 


and eminent legal authorities to exactly — 
define when the - war will have ceased. As. 


a matter of fact that had no bearing what- 


ever on the issue. The war will have 
ceased, so far as our Act is concerned, as 
set out in paragraph 2. The Govern- 
ment are now passing something which 
will be in direct conflict with eee 
2, and if that is adopted I say that we 
should repeal paragraph 2 of the original — 
Act. As sure as guns are guns, there 
will be litigation about. this Act, and E 


say that we should not, with our eyes — 


wide open, add to the complications and 
difficulties of the community, and increase 
the crop of litigation which is likely to 
arise. If we do not repeal paragraph am 
of the Act, and yet at the same time carry” 
the provisions of this Bill, there will be 
a fruitful field for controversy as to whem 
the Act will have ceased to operate. One 


will say that it will have ceased three. 


N 
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months after the actual exchange of ee | 


fications; another will say three months 
after the proclamation, though the pro- 
_ ¢lamation may not issue at all, and there 
is no obligation to issue it; and yet an- 
other will say that it will have ceased 
- to operate on the 31st July. I submit 
My amendment with regret, and only be- 
cause it is in harmony with what the 
Committee seems bent upon doing in con- 
nexion with this Bill. 

‘Senator PEARCE (Western Australia 
Minister for Defence) [1.31 a.m.].—I 
shall not follow the honorable senator in 
the long and, as it seemed to me, in- 
volved ‘argument regarding the issue of 
a proclamation. The issues are simple. 
‘The time during which the measure shall 


eontinue in operation is referred to as © 


‘the present state of war,’’ which is de- 
fined in the original Act to mean the 
period from the 4th day of August, 1914, 
until the issue of a proclamation. The 
Bill: amends the original Act by provid- 
ing that it shall cease to operate three 
- months after the termination of the pre- 
sent state of war, or on the 3lst July 
next, whichever shall be the later date. 
What Senator Keating has said about 
the issue of a proclamation is irrelevant. 
He proposes to omit the definition of the 
original Act. I ask the Committee not 
to do that, because it is necessary, and 
will have effect should the present state 
of war continue after the 31st day of 
July. 
- Senator KEATING (Tasmania ) 
{1.35 a.m.].—The Minister says that it 
igs necessary to retain the definition of 
‘“the present state of war’’ in the prin- 
cipal Act; but speaking earlier in the 
- discussion, he flaunted the definition con- 
- tained in an Imperial enactment. Why did 
he do that? Does he propose to apply that 
definition? If not, why was it quoted? 
And why did the Minister who intro- 
duced the Bill in another place spend half- 
-an-hour in explaining to an attentive 
audience that the Imperial Government 
had appointed eminent legal authorities 
to determine the precise moment at which 
the present state of war could be said to 
cease. I am inclined to think that this is 
all camouflage. Now the Minister tells us 
_ that we have in the original Act a de- 
_finition suitable for our purpose. 


_[SENATE, a | 


_ are determined to adhere. 


We 


troduced, and are going to retain i 
it is proposed to embody in the’ awe 
provision inconsistent with it; and I con- 
tend that, in such circumstances, the 
definition should be struck out. An — 
Imperial statutory definition is neces- 
sary, because the Defence of the Realm _ 
Act does not- define the present state 
of war. If the Government were 
determined to stick to the definition . 
in section 2 of the principal Act, 
why did they introduce this Bill? They =i 
say that the Bill is required, because * 
there is some doubt of when the present — 
state of war may be taken to end, and 
that a tribunal has been appointed in 
England to determine what that exact 
point of time will be; but now we are also ae 
told that we have in our own Act a sufi- 
e‘ent definition to which the Gore a me 
Furthermore, 
it is proposed to embody in our legisla 
tion a provision inconsistent with “that 
definition, which will make the measure — 
more unintelligible, «more a subject re: “" 
controversy, and a discredit to the drafts- 
manship of the authorities, or to the legis- 
lative ability of the Parliament. Pe 
Question—That the words proposed. to ae 
be inserted ke inserted—put. The Come s 
mittee divided. ; 3 


Ayes Sc 
Noes lhe 
Majority ee 

AYES. ; a a 
Bakhap, T. J. K, McDougall, A. gages 
Barker, S. Needham, E. je ke a 
Barnes, J. O’Keefe, D. J. ee 
Ferricks, M. <A. © O’Loghlin, Lt, Colonels we 
Gardiner, A. Pratten, H.. B. pean: 
Guy, J. Teller: . ee 
Keating, J. H. Grant, J. a 

, Nogs. 
Bolton, Lt.-Colonel Plain, W. 
Buzacott, R. ‘Reid, M. . 
Crawford, T. W. Rowell, Coronels 
Karle, J. teed Russéll, E. J. 
Givens, T Senior, W. ye 
Guthrie, R. S. s | Shannon, W. : 
Millen, E. D. Thomas, J af 
Newland, J. Teller: es a 
Pearce, G. F, n de Largie, H. 
: Parr. | = 

Foll, H. S. 


| Kenda G 
Tie 


penn SO resolved. in the 


~ ~‘Amendment negatived. 
| Clause agreed to. 
— Clause 3— 


All regulations, orders, and proclamations 
lawfully made pursuant to the principal Act 

_ Shall, except in so far as they are amended or 
repealed, continue in operation during the ex- 
_ tended period during which the principal Act 
/ remains in force and no longer: 


— 


Provided that any regulation, order, or pro- 


clamation heretofore made, or any provision 
therein contained, operating by force of its 
_terms for a longer period than the ~extended 
period during which the principal Act remains 


in force shall remain in force unless amended* 


_ or repealed during the period provided in such 
regulation, order, proclamation, or provision. 


Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 
[1.44 a.m.]|.—It appears that the second 


paragraph of the clause will extend the 


regulations even after peace is declared, 
- and the Act becomes wltra vires. I should 
_ like some explanation from the Minister 
. as to what is intended by its insertion. 
 §$enator KEATING (Tasmania ) 
[1.45 a.m.].—Will the Minister indicate 
the exact regulations and their purpose? 
- I understand there may be some which it 
_. will be necessary to maintain even after 
the Act ceases to operate. ; 
_ Senator PEARCE (Western Australia 
_ —MDinister for Defence) [1.46 a.m.].—I 
can quite understand honorable senators’ 
_ Interest in this matter. The  para- 
graph refers to one or two regulations 
only in respect of certain trade— mat- 
ters, in connexion with which it is neces- 
sary to make the regulations coterminous 
with the arrangement. It may be that 
the period will be ahead of the time 
fixed, 31st’ July, and this provides that 
the regulations shall continue until they 


are repealed so as to complete the busi-~ 


ness arrangement. 
ator Prarren.—Can you 


Ser specify 
them. — ; 


- Senator PEARCE. —1 cannot say 


exactly; but they relate to those business 
- arrangements that have been made. I 
_ deo not say it is the Wool Pool, but ar- 
' rangements of that.nature. 
Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 
[1.47 a.m.].—I move— a 


‘That all the words after the word “longer ” 
{line 6), be left out. 


I do it for this reason: The Committee - 
has already passed a clause that practic- 


ally extends the operation of the Act to a 
minimum date, the 3lst July. It may 
e longer, owing to delay in the proclama- 


= 
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tion. Consequently, we cannot have any 


alteration of the War Precautions Act be- 


fore 31st July, and by that time I hold it 
will be the clear duty of the-Government 


¢. 


to submit to Parliament specific legisla- 
tion with regard to any further control 


that may be required. 


think independently 


Ag one who, by 
virtue of his platform pledges, tries to 
and fairly upon — 


national matters, I cannot stand for giv; 


ing extended powers to the Minister such 
as are contained in the second paragraph, 


because it would then be within the pro-— 


vince of the Government to issue a pro- 


clamation at any time between now and 


the 31st July, or five years, ten years, 


or, perhaps, fifty years hence. 
Senator Pearce.—Read the clause, and — 


you will see that it says “ heretofore,” and 
not “ hereinafter.” 

Senator PRATTEN.—Very well. Will 
the Minister specifically state that no re- 
gulations made up to the present will ex- 
tend beyond the limit of this Act, except- 


ing, say, wool, wheat, and dairy produce? — 


Senator Prarce.—I eannot say that; 
but they are business contracts of that 


- nature. 


Senator PRATTEN.—I think, speak- 


nexion with metals has been made by the 
Metals Association with the British Go- 
vernment for ten years, and I should like 
the Minister to state specifically that this 


‘clause does not apply to contracts such as 


that, made not by the Government, so far 


as I understand, but by private assoeia- 


tions of smelters. Much as I respect the 


present Ministry, I cannot stand for giv- — 
_ Ing any Government such extended reserve — 


powers ‘as are contained in this clause. 
I do not think that any honorable senator 
has at his fingers’ ends the full effect of 


all the regulations in connexion with trade - 


and commerce. I am pleased to learn 
from the Minister that. the effect of this 
clause will be retrospective and not. pro- 
spective. 
date forward to the expiry of the Act, 


no regulations will be-made that will con- 


tinue beyond the expiry of the Act... 
Senator PEARCE (Western Australia 


—Minister for Defence) [1.51 a.m.]-— 


There will be no danger in passing the 
clause, because the regulations to which 
It. apples are already made, and it is 


. v 
~ 


ing from memory, that a contract in con- ~ 


He has told us that from this 


Pe oT ee 


gis 
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within the control of Parliament to deal 
with any that may be made thereafter. 

All these regulations are within the con- 
trol of Parliament. Before the Act ex- 

_ pires Parliament will meet .again, and if 
the honorable senator fears the effect of 
some of the regulations he can inquire 
at the Attorney-General’s Department, 
and if he thinks that any one of them 
should not continue in force he can give 
immediate notice to move to disallow it. 
Such a motion will take precedence over 
all Government business. I suggest that 
this is a reasonable course for the honor- 
able senator to follow. 
Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 
11.54 a.m.].—It is my desire to delete the 
eseosid part of clause 3 for the reason 
which the Minister has advanced, namely, 
that all regulations should cease as soon 
_as the Act expires, otherwise an anoma- 
fous position will be created. The Act 
will have expired, but certain regulations 
‘made under it will continue in force. 


Senator Senror—That will certainly - 


be-the position. _ 

Senator PRATTEN.—It seems to me 
. et no regulation can continue in force 
- hen the ‘Act under which it has been 
_ framed has been repealed. I do not feel 
_ inclined to- leave this great reserve of 
_ power in such an indefinite form. The 
Minister should have been able to tell 
the Committee exactly what are the 
‘various extensions of powers the Govern- 
ment seek. Instead of that, he asks me 
_fo inquire at the Attorney- General’s De- 
hee after the Bill is passed and this 
power is given by Parliament. I think 
that the time for information is here and 
now, and that we should define the 

_ powers we propose in the Government. 
Senator Rem.—The passing of the 
Da sailmien | will not affect the contracts. 


pe Senator PRATTEN.—It will prevent. 


any regulation from continuing after the 
expiry of the Act on the 31st July 
next, at the earliest A minimum 
of seven and a half months is suff- 
cient time to enable the Ministry to 
_gonsider the whole position and’ bring 
2 _ down legislation to take the place of any 
< ~ regulation which gives them power which 
they wish to have extended for an in- 
_ definite period. Pipes T préss the 
_ amendment. 


- [SENATE.] 


- into. 


“struing the law ‘that are in themselves 


a 21 an ie 


Senator BAKHAP Ctassana te 1! 
a.m.].—Holding that any extension of 
this Act beyond the date at which the * 
war ends by the Imperial enactment is 
unconstitutional, “it follows that I also 
believe that any regulations made by == 
virtue of that extension are unconstitu- 
tional. Therefore in principle J am — 
hostile to the whole of clause 3. Regie a 
lations, except in so far as they may bem 
construable as conditions of contract, — 
must expire when the Act by virtue Bae 
which they are promulgated expires. F 

Senator Srnror.—That would mean 
that on the declaration of peace we would — 
cut away all contracts we have entered : 


y a 


Senator BAKHAP.—It would not nae S 
that effect. In so far as regulations may 
be construalble as conditions of contract, 
they may persist in validity, but it-seems— 
to me that ordinary regulations promul- 
gated by virtue of an Act which | believe 
to be unconstitutional must be in them- 
selves unconstitutional, Therefore the 
whole of clause 3 is not soundly based. — 
But when we deal with the second portion ae 
of the clause we find that there is-an — 
attempt to give vitality and validity to 
regulations that have been promulgated — 
under an extended Act, which even in — 
regard to its extension has expired. Un- 
leis it can be shown that these regulatio 
are vitally and legally construable asco 
ditions of contract, they are invalid ene : 
the Act itself has expired. If the law | 
says otherwise, I do not know the law. 

Senator Barxker.—The law is “a hass.” 

Senator BAKHAP.—The law, as i 
have a nodding acquaintance with a: ‘is: 
not “a hass.”~ It. is only the _wrong 
methods that some people employ in con 


asinine. The law, if properly under 
stood, is nearly always consistent in com 
munities such as this, but to my ml 
here are inconsisteney and _ invalic 
piled upon inconsistency and invali 
With the reservation I have made, ait 
not think any part of clause 3 is rea. 
valid. I do not believe the exter 
period sought by the operation 
measure in eae valid 


‘*s*on the 


the regulations lapse. 
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because I consider the whole clause to be 
operative only under an Act eee is in_ 
itself invalid. 

Senator KEATING (Esetanin) [2.1 
a.m.].—In telling Senator Pratten that 
he could best achieve his object by mov- 
ing for the repeal of the regulation, the 
Minister overlooked the very important 
fact that, under the Acts Interpretation 
Act of 1904, section 10, notice of motion 
to disallow any regulation must be given 
within fifteen days after the regulation 
has been laid on the table. Possibly 
that period has long since expired. ~ 

Senator Prarce.—If both Houses 
passed a resolution, do not you think 
that would disallow it? 

Senator KEATING.—Not by force of 
law, although the Government might take 
- it as an indication that the regulation 
should be annulled. I can quite under- 
stand that there are regulations which 
it is important to continue: after the 
Act expires, if they have any validity. 
But I question whether 
have validity, as 
Act. 
to operate, 


they are founded 
After the .Act ‘ceases 
it seems, tpso facto, that 
“Senator Bak- 
hap drew a contrast between a regulation 


: = as such and regulations which might be 
construed to be part of the conditions 


of a contract. In the latter case all the 


validity they would have, if any,: would - 


be their<validity, not as regulations, but 
_ as conditions of contract. Senator Prat- 
ten is entitled to a clearer indication 
from the Minister of the nature of the 
particular regulations to which it is pro- 
posed to give extended life. 
ister cannot name them, then he should 
indicate their nature. 
Senator Prarce.—I can give two now. 
Senator KEATING. — Possibly they 
would not be all. I do not believe that 


many of the officials administering these 


regulations have more than a nodding 
acquaintance with*them. Otherwise the 
Government-would have been able to give 
both Houses long before this exact de- 


_ tails, showing which they wanted to re- 


tain, and which could be put out of ex- 
istence at once. Every honorable sena- 
tor then could have compared the Go- 
-vernment statement with the regulations 
in the books. T do not whehieve the Go- 


hand, 


they would 


If the Min-. 


vernment can do that. I do not blame 
Ministers for it, because, as Senator 
Pratten said, no man could carry them all — 
in his head. I believe few of the officials 
know much about them. 
some of the men who administer % 


Ca Dean 


formation. 


Senator PEARCE CWesters Austrate 
—Minister for Defence) [2.6]—Two im- 
stances in which this provision operates. 
have been brought under my notice. One 
is the active service moratorium regula- 
tion, which provides that the time for 
any ‘payment of principal money secured 
by any mortgage, or due under an agree- 
ment of purchase, contracted by a soldier 
or his. female dependant before he became 
a member of the Australian Imperial 
Force, or before the Ist January, 1916, 
shall be postponed until ‘‘six months: 
after the cessation of the present state of 
war, and not earlier.’’ Surely it is de— 
sirable that that should be continued 4 
The other relates to enemy shareholders, 
and gives power to the public trustees to — 
hold enemy shares for twelve ees | 


. after the end of the war. - 


Senator Baxuap.—lIs that ultra vir eat. 
Senator PEARCE.—I am not a lawyer, 


‘and cannot say, but I take it that the 
draftsman was more competent than I 


I do not know 
competent as Senator 


am to form an opinion. 
if he was as 
Bakhap is, 

Senator Baxuar. — He may be more 
competent; perhaps less. . 

Senator PEARCE.—At any rate the 
draftsman has put this forward as being, 
in his view, constitutional and legal. He ~ 
would have advised us if he had thought 
there was any doubt. As he has not se 
advised us, I must assume that he thinks ~ 
we have the power to do this. I under- — 
stand there are one or two other regula- 
tions affecting business contracts, and the — 
Committee will see the necessity of safe- 
guarding these things as long as | Ros 


sible. ay 
Question—That the words proposed to — 


be left out be left out—put. The ae 
mittee divided. pe 
Ayes A, ie 10- aS 
Noes .. a ihe ty a 
Majority a an oe : : 


On the other — 
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AYES. 2% 
O’Keefe? D: 5.0 2 


if 


‘Bakhap, T. J. K 


Barker, S. O’Loghlin, Lt.-Colonel 
“Barnes, J. Pratten, H. E. 
Ferricks, M. A. 

‘Keating, J. H. Teller: 

‘Needham, E. Guy, J. 

ul eae Noes. 2 

Bolton, Lt.-Colonel ° Plain, W. 

‘Buzacott, R. Reid, M. i 


Rawell, Colonel 


Crawford, T. W. 
Russell, E. J. 


Earle, J. t 


Givens, T. Senior, W. 

Guthrie, R. S. Shannon, J. W. 

Millen, E. D. Thomas, J. 

_Newland, J. Teller: 

Pearce, G. F. de. Largie, H. 
Parr. 

Rolls: 8, | Henderson, G. 


Question so resolved in the negative. 
Amendment negatived. 
Clause agreed to. 


Clause 4 (Application of terms used » 


in principal Act). 

Senator FERRICKS' /( Gubeetn) 
[2.10 a.m.].—The provisions of this clause 
are inconsistent with an opinion expressed 
by the Minister for Defence (Senator 
Pearce) in his reply to the second-read- 
ing debate. I understood him then to 
say that an Imperial proclamation of 
peace would apply throughout the Em- 
pire in matters relating to foreign policy, 
and that for the purposes of war if a pro- 
clamation were issued in Great Britain it 
would have effective application in Aus- 
tralia. If that is so, this clause seems 
to be aiming at something at total vari- 
ance with that statement. Basing an 
assertion on the honorable senator’s state- 
ment, then despite the issue of an Im- 
_ perial proclamation of peace the Austra- 
tian Government could, under this clause, 
‘set about the preparation of something 
which would lead to the. continuance of 
war. The interpretation given by Sena- 
tor Keating to the application of a pro- 
clamation was not, in my opinion, very 
involved, and I have come to the conclu- 
sion, after listening to the debate, that 
this. amending Bill overlaps the principal 
Act. If it does, then we shall have con- 
fusion worse confounded. I wish to 
_ know from the Minister whether, despite 
_ the issue of an Imperial proclamation re- 
lating to peace, preparations could be 
continued in Australia for treating indivi- 
wuals as enemy subjects. Once | peace is 


a a 


SENATE, . 


Wel ced in Great. Brita on behalé. of She” sgh ‘s 


Empire, then, in the Muinister’s words, — 
‘“Who shall be our enemies’’? = 

Senator Baknar. — By this clause we = 
shall be setting up a state of war which 
we are not competent to set up. 


Senator FERRICKS.—And that state — 


of war might be carried on to a much 


further extent than would ‘at first a 
appear to be possible. I do not trust — 
this Government, and for their own pur- 
poses they might delay tendering to — 

the Governor-General the advice that this si 
proclamation should be issued. <A delay — 
of twelve months might thus elapse before — 

a state of peace, according to the Govern- 
here s interpretation of the position, was 
declared here. eer 

I am reminded of the story of a Rou. 
manian who, when about to leave New 
York for his own country, said that he had — 
been recalled to the colours, “and ‘that he 


was. going home to fight “ the enemy.” 


When questioned as to who “ Bsr 

enemy ” was, his reply was, “I do not , Ce 
know; but by the time I reach Roumania 
my country will have found for us an- 

enemy to fight.” “We are providing in 
this clause for the internment of one Boxe 
aliens for perhaps twelve months ‘after 
Great Britain has proclaimed a state of — 
peace. It has been conclusively shown — 
by honorable senators that our proclama- ea 
tion will not come into operation auto- — eo 
matically under the original Act, but that — es 
action must be taken by the Governor- 3 
General upon the advice of his advisers— 
the Government of the day. I ask the 
Minister for Defence if an Tmper a 
clamation is issued declaring a state of 
peace to exist, will Australia be bound by fiz 
it? He said that Australia was an integral — a "A 


part of the Empire. That being so, would "ie 


we DP PEG & Wek ee. 


© 
oe 


such a proclamation be binding on Aus- i 


ipl 


tralia as an integral part of the Empire, — 
and, if so, what becomes of the prope ss 
contained in this clause ? . ape? 


Senator PEARCE (Western _ Australia 
—Minister for Defence) [2.15 a.m.]- 
Since Senator Ferricks has informed th 
Committee that he does not trust the Go 
ver nment, Be should I waste time in 


a 7 “alge 


¥ i. are RSs 


; nexions,’ 


war. 
‘in attempting to deal with the position — 


for the whole Empire. 


enemies ” 
as our enemies 
associations 


_War Precuiaiond 


- Senator ‘KEATING. (Vosmsania’e ‘fe. 16 


~a.m.].—How does the Minister reconeile 


F the position set up by clause 4 with that 


which he has already taken up? It is 


; proposed has this. clause to treat as 


Pp 6“ 


‘enemies” “alien enemies” and “ per- 
sons having enemy associations or con- 
such persons. as could be so 
treated during the actual stages of the 
Senator Pearce was most emphatic 


which I put up, and he declared that 
an Imperial proclamation of peace 
would at once establish a state of peace 
T agree with 
him. It would certainly establish it so 
far as our external relations are‘ con- 
cerned. Of course, it may be argued that 


_ this clause is intended to apply chiefly to 


our internal relations. In one breath, the 
Minister says that the issue of the Tm- 


: perial proclamation in regard to peace 
’ will terminate the state of war which 
exists in Australia; 


and yet, in this 
clause he asks us to permit the Govern- 
ment, after the war, to treat our “alien » 
as enemies, and also to regard 
“persons haying enemy 


We are 


or connexions.”’ 


dealing, therefore, with a very important 


matter. Senator Pearce has, perhaps, pro- 


 perly taken exception to the opening re- 


mark of Senator Ferricks, to the effect 
that he did not. trust the Government. 


_ But I would remind the honorable gentle- 


man that he has had some experience 


.under the principal Act, and that I have 
had no oceasion to call into question the- 
exercise of his discretion under the ex- 


that 
But 


tended extraordinary powers 
have been conferred upon him. 
it is now proposed that the opera- 
tion of the War Preeautions Act 
shall continue until July next. -Suppose 
that Senator Pearce goes to London next 


month, and that somebody else takes his 


place. Shall we be able to repose the 
same confidence in his successor’s capacity © 
to deal with these important powers? I 


think it is desirable that the Minister 
- should inform the Committee of what is 
intended to be accomplished by the clause, 


one what is the justification for it. 
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‘ graph of the preamble, of the words 


arrives for their release or, 


Bil. 9727. 

Senator PEARCE (Western Kaseale 
—Minister for Defence) [2.23 a.m.]—I 
do not think that Senator Keating. has 
any need to ask me the question which he ~ 
has asked, seeing that in the course of his 
remarks he has supplied the answer to lt — 
which naturally suggests itself to my 
mind as a layman, namely, that during 
the period which preceded the armistice — 
we had taken certain action under the — 


War Preeautions Act against persons who — 


are spoken of in that Act ‘as “enemy _ 
aliens” and “ persons having enemy asso-_ 
clations or connexions.” Until the prin- 
cipal Act expires, action will have to be 
completed in regard to these persons 
either by holding them until the time 
possibly, — 
deporting them. That is the explanation 
of why the words to which attention has 
been drawn have been inserted. 

Clause agreed to. 

Preamble. 

Senator KEATING (Tasmania) [2. 55 
a.m.|.—I have already pointed out that 
in the War Precautions Act of 1914 the 
term, “The continuance of the war,”. is 


expressly defined. I am certain, from. the . 


debates which have taken place. upon this — 
Bill, that few honorable: members haye 


faker the trouble to look up the principal Ns 


Act, and that few, if any, are aware that 
the words to.which I have directed atten- 
tion have a special interpretation. The 
clause which we have just passed contains 
the words “ during the continuance of the 
present war.” Clause 2, on the other 
hand, refers to the “ state of war.” I ask 
the Minister ‘to consent to the insertion 


after the word “ war” in the second begs 
6 a ; 


in the said Act defined.” 

Senator PEARCE ( Western Avena 
—Minister for Defence) [2.27 am.].—I 
feel some deference in advancing argu- 
ments against a legal gentleman of Sena- 
tor Keating’s standing. But this pre- 
amble is merely a recital of what is con- 
_tained in the principal Act. Surely it is 
a correct recital. 

Senator Knatrne.—I am in a position 
to say definitely that it misled a number. 
of senators. 

Senator PEARCE.—In a ee fe 
are not called upon to insert explanations. . 


at 


hiss words do not enact Bipaine bar 


merely recite what is contained in the 
_ principal Act. 
Senator KEaTING. —They are accurate 


. as far as they go, but they are not com-— 


plete. 
. Senator Prarce.—lI ask the Committee 
to accept the preamble as it stands. 

Senator FERRICKS (Queensland) 
[2.28 a.m.].—I would point out that the 
very purpose of a preamble is explana- 
tory, and if this preamble can be better 
explained by the insertion of a few words 
we ought to insert them. I am surprised 

that the Minister should have taken my 
 eriticism of the Government in such a 
narrow spirit as to prompt him to with- 
hold information on 4 very vital point. 
One would think that a gentleman hold- 
“ing such a responsible office—— 
Senator Prarce.—When the honorable 
senator says that he is not prepared to 
accept my opinion, why should he ask 
for it? 

Senator FERRICKS. — One ae 
imagine that a man occupying such a re- 
sponsible office would be bigger than 

“ Senator Pearce has shown himself to be. 
It is his smallness which has got him 
toes during the past four years.. That 
— why he has proved the rank failure 
that he has been. The preamble to the 

_ Bill is not necessary if it is not. going to 

oe explanatory. The Minister has got 

himself badly involved over this Bill, and 

I do not think that he really knows where 
; she i is. 

_ Preamble agreed to. 

Title agreed to. — 
Bill reported without amendment; 

a port adopted. 

THIRD READING. 

(by Senator Pxarcer) pro- 


re- 


rRNA Motion 
- posed— 
That this Bill be now read a third time. 
Senator FERRICKS (Queensland) [2.31 
_a.m.|.—During the second-reading debate 
some excellent speeches were delivered by 
senators on the Government side, and: it 
would have strengthened the conviction 
of those who believed that the Bill ‘should 
pass through all its stages to- night if even 
ae one senator, other than the Minister for 
- Defence, had risen to state the reason 
_ why he believed the Bill should be Renee 


ee ‘Tt eset me, this at o 


_ spoke very briefly. In those cireummatan ea 


Government in rushing the Bill through, 


any legislation passed by this Parliament 


not intend to delay the third readin 


four members on the Governien pad 
pared to rise in support of the Bill, 
the Bill should not be rushed throug 


the third-reading stage in this manner 
The principal Act will-continue for a cor 


‘siderable time to come, and, although t = 


Standing. Orders have been suspended to 
enable the Bill to pass through all it 

stages without delay, the Government are 
in too great a hurry in asking the Senate 
to agree to the third reading to-night 

If the third reading were delayed unti 
the next sitting possibly improvements in 
the measure might be suggested. I can-— 
not understand “the indecent haste of th 


Senator BAKHAP (Tasmania) [2. 
a.m.].—I wish to record my final pret 
against the passage of this measure 
cause I honestly and sincerely believe, ' 
the absence of contrary judicial inte 
pretations, that the measure, in so far 
it. projects its operations into the pe 
period by virtue of the exercise of a. 

power, is beyond the competency — of thi 
Parliament, and, therefore, is unconsti 
tutional. That being so, I, as_ ‘ 
Federalist, cannot consent to the strain- 
ing of the Constitution as a matter E 
expediency, particularly when the app 
cation is sought to be made during tl 
peace period to the measure passing 
through the Chamber to-night. Wher 
there exists ample opportunity for con-— 
sultation between the Commonweal 

Administration and the Administrations 
of the various States to remove the diffi- 
culties which, perhaps, may require to be 
removed in connexion with various mat- 
ters, I cannot even impliedly condone 


by a straining of the provisions of tI 
Constitution, which is so precious in i 
Federal character to the different Stat 
which compose the Commonwealth, \a 
are sovereign in respect of the A 
that have been reserved to them. 


to challenge the measure. I have ris 
merely to make my protest. I don 
that the War Precautions Act is 


should not be gee I on. 
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as oy would vote as readily as any member 
of the Senate against any proposal for its 
immediate repeal. It is a measure which 
we should have on the statute-book dur- 
- ing the continuance of a state of war, 
© Sut it does not at all follow that that 
Measure is necessary for the ensuing time 
; of peace, and I certainly advance the 
opinion that it is outside our constitu- 
tional competency to endeavour to pro- 
long the validity and vitality of the Act 
in the way we are doing. 

' _-s- Senator Lt.-Colonel BOLTON (Victoria) 
[2.86 a.m.].—As one of the senators on 
_. the Government side I resent the state- 
—* ment of Senator Ferricks that there are 


See 


mo senators on this side who are game 


enough to express their support of this 
Bill. There are senators on this side 
who are game to-do many things, and 


% ee they have demonstrated that they are .- 


game to do many things, besides talking 
of their loyalty to the country. Unlike 
' Senator Ferricks, I trust the Govern- 
ment. They are. the interpreters of the» 
situation, and I leave the Bill in their e 
hands; I regard it as their response, 


ee _In answer to Senator Ferricks, I say that. 


_ I am not afraid to oe my mind on 

_ any matter. 
- Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 
oe 9. 38 a.m.|.—I join in the protest by 
- Senator Bakhap against the passage of 
- this Bill—not because I do not think it 
_ hecessary to continue the War Precau- 


tions Act until peace comes, but because 


-{ think that the Government are making 
an unwise and premature attempt-to con- 
_ tinue the patchwork of legislation which 
has caused much dissatisfactian. The busi- 
hess community will be extremely digap- 
pointed that we have not fixed a more de- 
finite limit to the War Precautions 
powers. Any honorable senator who has 
conscientiously and honestly opposed the 
Bill during yesterday and to-day will 
: have no need to regret his action; and I 
venture to surmise, and even forecast, 
‘ that within a very few months further 
amending legislation will be required, 
and we shall regret that we did not delay 
until international conditions had fur- 
ther developed themselves the legislation 
which is now before the Senate. I pro- 
test against the Bill going through in its 


President of 


i pent form. TJ hope that it will do no 


harm, but I cannot see that it can do any 
good, having regard to the fact that the 
Government already possess, and will con- 
tinue to possess, all the power they need 
for the few months yet to intervene be- 
fore the international position clears. 
That would have given more time to fur- 
ther consider the matters than they have 
had up to the present. 

Question resolved in the affirmative, 

Bill read a third time. 


ADJOURNMENT. 


TRANSFER oF Post-orrice OrrictaL— 
CoMMONWEALTH COMMERCIAL OrGAN- 
IZATIONS. 


Motion - 
posed— 

That the Senate do now adjourn, | | 

Senator NEEDHAM (Western. Aus- 
tralia) |2.40].—Is the Vice-President of 
the Executive Council in a position to 
furnish me with a reply to a question — 
which I put to him at an earlier stage of 
“the sitting? 

Senator RUSSELL 


(by Senator, Mirren) pro-- 


Bieter —— Vice-. 
the Executive - Council) 


[2.41 a.m.].—The. honorable senator 


asked whether the Minister representing 
the Postmaster-General would lay on the 


table of the Library all the papers in con- — 
nexion with the transfer of Mr. D. J. 
O’Leary from the General Post Office, 
Perth, to the Post Office, Albany, 
Western Australia. I have been in- 
formed that the Postmaster-General will 
obtain the papers, which are in Perth, 
and will ascertain if there is any objec- 
tion to complying with the honorable 
senator’s request. 

Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
Minister for Repatriation) [2.42 a.m. ].— 
Senator Needham some weeks ago asked 
for information concerning the names of 
members of various Committees who are 
in receipt of fees. Since the answer to 
his comprehensive question is somewhat 
long, I now lay on the table a statement. 
containing the information desired, with 
the exception of certain details in regard 
to the Institute of Science and Industry, 
the Price Fixing Branch, and the Leather 
Industries Board, 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 


Senate adjourned at 2.43 a.m. ( Thursday). ' : 


Kilda. 
with my recollection of what took place I 


1 


- wireless contract. 
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3 Senate. 


Thursday, 19 December, 1918. 


The Prusipenr (Senator the Hon. T. 
Givens) took the oe at 3~p.m., and 
read prayers. 


DURATION OF RECESS. ~ 


Senator GARDINER.—In view of the 
fact that we are approaching the Christ- 
mas adjournment, I ask the Leader of i 
Senate how long the recess is likely to 


“lasts -* 


Senator MILLEN. — I am unable to 
answer that question just now; but, per- 
haps, before the Senate rises I shall be 
in a position to make a statement on the 
subject. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


REMOVAL OF MR. JENSEN FROM THE ® 


MINISTRY. | 
Senator PEARCE.— (By leave.)—In 


| cS -day’s newspapers there appears a state- 


ment by Mr. Jensen, in which he refers 
to a conversation which took place be- 
tween him and myself at my house in St. 
As that statement is in conflict 


wish to take this opportunity to put be- 


- fore the Senate and the country what my 


recollection of that conversation is. 
‘It is quite correct that I invited Mr. 


Jensen to come out on a Saturday after- 
noon to see me at my house. 
arrival, I, first of all, congratulated him 
on the fact that the Royal Commission’s ' 
report had, in my judgment, cleared him 


On_ his 


from any charge of having improperly re- 
ceived money in connexion with the Shaw 
I expressed my plea- 
sure at that. I then proceeded to say 
to him that, in my opinion, the report 
of the Commission in regard to his ad- 
ministration was a weighty and _ severe 
indictment, and one that I thought would 
tell very heavily against him in Parlia- 
ment and in the country. He contested 
that, and we then proceeded to go 
through the report, of which I had a 
copy. | - 


[SENATE] 


- of his acts of administration, and they 


‘party for the same reason at the same 


Mr. Jensen put to me the view he held 
in opposition to that which I had stated. __ 
He said that if he had an opportunity he 
could put a case which he believed would 
exonerate him both in Parliament and in 
the country from any charge of laxity or 
want of administrative ability. I told 
him eventually, after our conversation  . 
had proceeded for some time on those ; 
lines, that, in my opinion, that was not 
the case, and that I felt that if he came | 
before Parliament with that report asa 
Minister he would be condemned on the 
report. : 


I pointed out, further, that if he came 
before Parliament as a member of the 
Government, the Government would also 
have to accept the responsibility of that 
condemnation, he being a member of it. 
I mentioned that the acts for which the _ 
Commission had condemned his adminis- 
tration were acts, not of the present Go- 
vernment or of his administration while 
a>member of the present Government, 
tut of his administration while he was a = 
member of the previous Government. IT 
said that even if any members of the pre- ks 
sent’ Government took his view that he 
had a good defence to the condemnation 


put. that view forward, they would at — 
once be open to the charge, not that they 
were, trying to save Mr. Jensen from 
public or parliamentary condemnation, — 
but that they were trying to save them- Mi 
selves and the Government to which they fs: 
belonged. 


_I told Mr. Jensen that I was apichtaae : 


to him entirely on my own respon- — 

bre th _that I had not been asked — 
gdo_ so by ‘the Acting Prime” 

Mintister (Mr. Watt) or any member — 


of the- present Government, and my 
only justification for speaking was that he 
and J had been associated with the Labour = 
party together, that we left the Labour ~ 


time, that we were members of that sec- 2 
tion of the Labour party which coalesced _ ; 


at present away in England, and that : ; 
felt it my duty as an old colleague to give aa 
him the benefit of my views avd of my 
advice. I told him that, in my jud 
ment, he would put himself in- Ae 
position to ered his administrat 


~ Personal 
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before the Cabinet met to discuss this 
question, he placed his resignation in the 
hands of the Acting Prime Minister. 
He contested that view, and said that he 
_ believed that if he had an opportunity to 
come before the Nationalist party he could 
convince the members of the party, and 


they would agree to his remaining in the © 


Government. I then pointed out to hin 
. that-under the system of Cabinet re- 
- sponsibility Ministers have to take a 
collective responsibility for the acts of 
the several members of the Cabinet. I 
said that if the first Administration of 
which he was a member at the time these 
things were done had continued in office, 


he would have a perfect right, in my 


judgment, to ask that that Administra- 
- tion should share his responsibility, 
although they might justly have said that, 
In regard to some of the matters-on which 
the Commission reported, those things 
were done without their knowledge. 
I said: that the jposition was 
altered by the fact that the majority o7 
the members of the present Government 
_. were not members of the Government’ 
under which these things took place, and, 
that a majority of them, also, did not 
= even belong to the party ‘which the pre- 
vious Government represented. I said 
‘that, whatever claims he might have on 
Ministers who were his colleagues at the 
time these transactions took place, he had 
no right to ask the other Ministers to 
share this responsibility with him. 
a I said that°if he resigned he would 
come before the House untrammelled by 
Government responsibility, free to make 


fe 
rs Fi 


le 


eee that Parliament would honour his action 


order to avoid placing responsibility on 
his” colleagues. I said that he would be 
in a better position, and receive a better 
- hearing from Parliament and the coun- 
try, after having done that, than if he 
attempted, as a member of the Govern- 
ment, to make the Government as a whole 
shoulder responsibility for transactions 
in which a majority of them had had no 
- voice. 

: “Mr. Jensen, to my mind, seemed to be 
impressed with what I put before him, 
and on leaving he thanked me for the 


ae best. case he could to Parliament, and. 


in resigning from the Government in 


entirely | 


e 


recognised that I gave it to him as a 
friend, and promised that he would con- | 
sider what I had said before he came to. 

a decision. 


REGULATION OF IMPORTS. | 

Senator GRANT.—I ask the Minis- 
ter representing the Minister for Trade — 
and Customs whether he has any infor- 
mation to supply in answer to the ques- — 
tions which I asked some time ago rela- 
tive to the regulation of the np 
of certain classes of goods. 

Senator RUSSELL.—I regret that ie 
is not possible to give a complete return 
in the form desired by the honorable 
senator, but I lay on the table a return 
which supplies the information desired so 
far as the records of the Trade and Cus-_ 
os Department jpermit. 


NAVY AND DEFENCE 3 
ADMINISTRATION. 


Revort or Rovat Commission. 


Senator GARDINER.—In — views of 
what has happened in connexion with the 


report of the Royal Commission on Navy 


and Defence Administration, I ask the — 
Leader of the Senate, have the Govern- — 
ment considered the question of taking 
any further. steps ? . 


Senator MILLEN.—The honorable 
senator will recollect that the last time J 
made a statement in the Senate on this 
subject I intimated that the Corer 
were then taking some steps. 


Senator GARDINEB. My recelia tian is 
that it was with a view to a prosecution 
that steps were being taken. 


Senator Mrnten.—With a view to ob- 
taining an opinion. 


Senator GARDINER.—In view of 
what has happened in the last few days, 
have the Government taken any steps to 
have any further investigation into the — 
Royal Commission’s inquiry, which is at — 
such a stage now that the Commission 
has not gone far enough or has gone too 
far ? 


Senator MILLEN.—The Royal Com- 
mission is still in existence. It has not 
yet completed its labours. ft 
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| -Resi@narron OF THE VICTORIAN STATE 
Boarp. 


‘ Senator KEATING.—I ask, the Minis- 
ter for Repatriation whether it is correct, 
as reported in the metropolitan press of 
_ Melbourne this morning, that the Vic- 
. torian State Board of Repatriation has 
resigned, and for the reasons stated? 
_ Will the Minister say if any similar ac- 
- tion, or any action of an allied nature, 
has been taken by corresponding bodies 
in any of the other States, or whether 
_ those corresponding bodies have made any 
_ representations similar to those contained 
in the reasons given for the resignation 
_ of the Victorian State Board. 
- . Senator MILLEN.—It is correct that 
the Melbourne Board has tendered its 
resignation, to take effect, I believe, from 
_ the middle of February. T have no know- 
ledge, nor have I any reason to suspect, 
_ that similar action is contemplated on the 
_ part of any other Repatriation Board. 
Senator Snannon.—The whole of the 
“members «cf the Victorian State Pare 
have not resigned. 


_. Senator. MILLEN.—That is so. So 
far, the resignations of only six mem- 
bers of the Board have reached me. 


Re Senator Kreatrinc.—Have similar repre- 
: | sentations been received from the other 
- State Boards ? 


Senator MILLEN.—No, nor did the 
_ Victorian State Board, previous to the 
_ announcement in the press of their in- 
_ tention to resign, give me any intima- 
tion that they regarded these matters as 
of sufficient importance to justify such 
action, or that it was at all in their mind. 
On learning from the press that the 
Board contemplated resigning, I tele- 
_ phoned the Chairman, and asked him to 
_ give me an opportunity of meeting the 
Board. He declined to say yes or no 
to that request ‘himself. He said that 
_the Board would be meeting that after- 
noon, and that he would place my request 
before the members, when the Board 
_ would have to accept collective responsi- 
_ bility for acceding to that request or re- 
=  jecting it. The Board did not give me 
an opportunity of serene them before 
"taking ection. 
“e " thie tS 
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REPATRIATION. aes 


questions were asked by the honorable, 


the armistice? — ~ 


Genes BAKHAP.—I ask she Mi 
ter for Defence, as the Minister in char, 
of the War Precautions Bill, which was 
passed in this Chamber in the early hours 
of this morning, whether the matter of i. 
the constitutionality of the measure has * 
been considered, as I suggested yester- — oe 
day, and, if not, when it is likely to ae 
considered? ed ied 


Senator “PEARCE.—I think titat ‘oa 
honorable senator cannot ‘accuse me of a 
delay when I say that I have not had an 
opportunity of forwarding my Hansard 
proofs to the Attorney-General’s Depart- 
ment. It is my usual practice, when L 
receive my proofs in the morning, to go 
through them, and where I find-I have 
made any \promises, to forward a proof 
of my remarks to my colleague concerned. 
I shall see that that is done in this. Bure pee 
at the earliest opportunity. | ae 


DEMOBILIZED POSTAL or eee 
EMPLOYERS. iahrsh fe 
Senator THOMAS.—Has the Mines = 
representing the Postmaster-General yet ie 
received answers to the questions put by 
me regarding the pay of certain postal — 
employees who enlisted in the na 
Imperial Force? » id 


Senator RUSSELL. —-The followin 


senator on the 11th inst. :— 


1. Did certain employees of the Postal De a 
partment enlist in the Australian Imperial — 
Force a few weeks before the signing of bene 
armistice ? ~- er 

2. Were they cemoi pred on the signing 

3. Did the Defence Departinent pay hen ‘for 
fourteen days after their discharge? - . ee 

4. Did the Postal employees so discharged 
resume at once their work in the pba a 
partment? 

5. Did the Postal Department dcdnais from. Pe 
their wages the fourteen oan so paid a the: Lee 
Defence Department? —e 

6. How many weeks were these employee ait ne 
in the Australian Imperial Force? Ree: 

7. During that period did they receive th 
pay as Postal employees and members a ; 
Australian Imperial Force, or only the } 
of the Australian Imperial Force? ; 

8. If only of the Australian Imperial F 
was there any difference in the pay rec 
and, if so, whatfos:) 123 Laer 


Bonus to 


‘ 
hs 


The Deputy Postmaster-General, Sydney, 
has furnished the following replies :— 
by Yes. ; re . 
2. Yes. 
svebae XV OS. 
4, In some cases. ita) 
* 5. In accordance with the ruling governing 


- -- the Commonwealth Service, employees who re- 


sumed duty were allowed to receive pay either 
from the Military or the Department, which- 
ever was higher, but not both ways, i.e., from 
Military and Postal Department. . 

6. Periods ranging from nine months to on 
day 

7. Only pay of Australian Imperial Force, 
unless recreation leave was due to them when 
they ceased duty in the Department, in which 
ease they received pay as officers of the De- 
partment as well as Military pay for perjod® 
of leave granted. s 

8. Since the commencement of the war the 
Commonwealth . Government has suspended 
_ payment of departmental salary to officers who 
enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force. 
There was difference of pay in practically 
every case, which varied according to status 
of the officer in the Department. and his rank 
in the Australian Imperial Force. 


BONUS TO PARLIAMENTARY _ 
7 SERVANTS. | 


Senator EARLE.—TI desire to ask you, 
sir, whether, in view of the fact that the 
Federal and State Governments are con- 
sidering the justice of granting a war 
bonus to the lower-paid civil servants in 
eonsequence of the high cost of living due 
to the war, you, in conjunction with Mr. 
Speaker, will take into consideration the 


4 


_ justice of granting a similar bonus to the 


lower-paid servants of thgs Parliament? 


~ The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
T. Givens)—This matter has been con- 
sidered by Mr. Speaker and myself. We 
know from matters within our personal 
_knowledge that the cost of living has gone 
“ up considerably. During the war we both 
set our faces very strenuously against giv- 
ing any increases in salaries. In these cir- 
- cumstances we thought that the grant of a 
-war bonus to the lower-paid servants of 
Parliament who had dependants was not 
only justifiable, but an incumbent obliga- 
tion on this Parliament. Consequently, 
we have made a recommendation to the 
Treasurer on behalf of all the Depart- 
ments connected with this building, that 
-a sum of money should be made available 
to us to pay a war bonus of £10 for this 
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financial year to each of the servants of 
Parliament who are receiving under £204 
a year, and who have dependants. This 
will apply to all who come within that de- 
scription except the female cleaners. In 
their case we have recommended that the 
bonus should be £5.. The reason is that 
only about one-third of their time is oceu- 
pied in this building, and that they are 
free during the rest of their time to do 
as they please. A bonus at the rate men- 
tioned will preserve about the due propor- 
tion between them and those who are 
working full time. The only others to 
whom this recommendation will not apply — 
are the gardeners. The reason for this is 
that during this financial year, through — 
the recommendation of the Joint House 


Committee, they are already receiving a 


war bonus of 1s. per day, which will 
amount in their case to more than the £10 


_to be received by the others. We have not 


yet received the Treasurer’s decision on our 
recommendation, but that is the only bar 
in the way of the payment of the money. 
As soon as the Treasurer’s warrant autho- 
rizing the payment is received, the money 


‘will be paid. If the Treasurer refuses to 


grant the bonus we can do no more. 


PAPERS. 


The following papers were presented :— 


Finance: Treasurer’s Statement of Receipts 
and Expenditure during the year ended 
30th’ June, 1918, accompanied by the re-— 
port of the Auditor-General. cm 8 

Defence: Commonwealth Government Fac- 


tories—Report for year ended 30th June, 
1918. 5 


Audit Act 1901-1917.—Transfers of amounts 
approved by the Governor-General in 
Council—Financial Year 1917-18. (Dated 
18th December, 1918.) ‘ekoe a 

War Precautions Act 1914-1916.—Regula- 
tions amended—Statutory Rules 1918, No. 
314. 


List of goods the importation of which is 
prhibited except by permission of the Min- 
ister for Trade and Customs. at 


FLOGGING IN THE NAVY, — 


Senator GRANT.—Have _ representa- 
tions been made to the Acting Minister 
for the Navy regarding the case I brought 
before the Senate recently of the alleged 
flogging of a boy on the Warrego? If so, 
what reply has been furnished ? Ren 


N 


Censorship. 


~ Senator PEARCE.—I have not yet re- 


_ ceived a reply from the Department of the. 
Navy. . 


METAL SCRAP. 
Senator PRATTEN.—Has the Leader 


of the Senate obtained the promised in- 


. 
' 
4 


— Ordnance 


_ invitation of applications 
_ stances was unnecessary. 


: why? 


formation regarding the export of metal 
-serap? 


Senator MILLEN Ne Owing to the 
- late hour at which I left the building this 
morning, I have not had time to apply 
direct to the Department for it, but will 
see if it is possible to obtain it during this 


sitting. 


CENSORSHIP. 
REDUCTION OF STAFF. 


Senator GUY asked the Minister i 
Defence, upon notice— 

Has any reduction been made in the Censor 
staff in Australia; and, if so, ‘to what extent 
has such reduction been effected ? 


Senator PEARCE.—The answers are— 


1. Yes. 

2. The services of five SSAivers: whose salaries 
amounted to £1,600 per annum, have been dis- 
continued, and two others are under notice to - 
retire—one on the 20th instant, whose salary 
was £200, and one on the 31st instant, whose 
salary was £300. 


DEFENCE DEPARTMENT. 


~ AppLICATIONS FoR EMPLOYMENT— 
~ Muurary AGE AND SERVICE LEAVE. 


3 Senator Lt.-Colonel O’LOGHLIN 
asked the Minister for Defence, upon 


_ notice— 


1. Is it customary to ask for applications 
for appointments in the Defence Department? 
2. Was a foreman storeman appointed in the 
Department recently in Western 
_ Australia without notifying that applications 
would be received for the position; and, if so, 


Senator PEARCE.—The answers are— 


1. Yes. 

2. The position of foreman storeman in the 
Ordnance Branch, Western Australia, was 
filled by the promotion. of the senior employee 
in the Ordnance Branch in that State. The 
in these circum- 


Senator GRANT-~asked the Munister 


for Defence, wpon notice— 


1. Is leave or pay which may be granted to 


_ officers or soldiers under Australian Military 


7 


», President. of 


Relation 409 | in “consideration of age or ser < 
oe ara "2a 
If it is tor service, what is the meaning — 
of “On or subsequent to his attaining the” age ao ; : 
fer retirement”? eR 
-3. If it is not for service, why is it that. the | Sioa 
pay or leave allowed by Australian Military _ ; 
Regulation 407 is based ied on services _ : 
rendered ? 


Senator PEARCE.—The answers are— _ 
1. Both. 

2 and 3. The regulation is designed to mocks > 
the cases of those officers and soldiers of the © 
Permanent Forces not eligible for long leave 
under Australian Military Regulation- 407 
through insufficient service, who reach the age 
for retirement. The actual meaning of the 
words in question is that such officers and 
soldiers can only be granted a gratuity on or 
after reaching the age for retirement from the __ 
Service. An amendment to Australian Mili-  — 
tary Regulation 409 eliminating the words — 
“prior to his retirement from the Service on — 
or subsequent to his attaining the age for re- — 
tirement,” is already under consideration. - 


Ve 
aed 


WEEVIL IN WHEAT.£ 
Senator SENIOR asked the Vice- a 
the pceo ats Couneil, aes 
upon notice—. ep 

1. What steps are now being taken to exter- 
minate the weevil in the wheat stacks, and with ~ 
what results? 

2. Have the experiments, lately referred to 
_by the Minister, of the application of carbon 
dioxide, been. satisfactory? 


Senator RUSSELL. — The answers - 
are— cS 


1. In addition to sterilization by heat tremens 
ment, a system of encasing wheat stacks with 
malthoid, or similar material, and applying — 
carbon dioxide, fis now the subject of _experi- — 
ments. The results have been satisfactory. — 

An experiment is now being conducted at Wil- 
liamstown on similar lines which it is believed _ 
will give successful results. “eye 

2. The tests made in South Australia Paes = 
been very satisfactory, and reports indicate  — 
that neither the milling quality nor the ger- 9 
minating quality of the wheat is affected. an 
Satisfactory baking tests have been Bnet of 


the flour milled from the treated wheat. . rae? 


CAPTAIN OLIFENT. 235 
- Senator NEEDHAM asked the Mine 


ister for Defence, wpon notice— 
1. On what aoe was Meets Olifent a 


Territory? 

2. What great opportunity or aokteiaals 
he for dealing with the native eld te 
the Pacific Islands?” 


oe Western Australia 


Ske 


—Internees. ~ 


il. Captain Olifent was not,.employed on 


military duty in Western Australia’ or the. 
_ Northern Territory, but engaged in private 


pursuits there. 

2..In his private capacity—prospecting in 
and surveying in the 
Northern Territory—he was brought in close 
contact with the aboriginals, and the know- 


ledge gained thereby is no doubt of great value 


in dealing with the native population of the 
Pacific Islands. 


BONUS TO PUBLIC SERVANTS. 
Senator BARNES asked the Minister 

representing the Acting Prime Minister, 

upon notice— . 

Will the Government follow the caawipte of 


the State Government and pay the public ser-_ 


vants, married or single, with dependants, who 
are in receipt of less than £204 per year, a 


bonus of £10. 


Senator MILLBN.—In view of the in- 


 ereased salaries granted under arbitration 


awards and Public Service regulations 
on account, of the higher cost of living, 


no action in the direction indicated is 
contemplated. 


PRICE FIXING. ~ 
PRorit on Raszrr SKINs. 
~ Senator GRANT asked the Minister 


representing the Acting Prime Minister, 
~ upon notice— 


who have been detained in 


Ts it a fact that the Prices Commissioners 


- have made a profit of, approximately, £250,000 


from rabbit skins; and, if so, is it intended to 


refund this sum to the Australian Workers 


Union, or to permanently retain it in-the Con- 
solidated Revenue?’ 


Senator MILLEN.—Yes. The profit 
resulted chiefly owing to the careful grad- 


ing of the skins, and the keen demand by: 
the American buyers. 


Australian re- 
quirements were met at practically normal 
vates. Under these circumstances, it is 


‘intended to retain the Spe in the Con- 


solidated Revenue. ~ ‘ 
INTERNEES. is 


Detention oF Brrpao anp Bourrovitcn. 


Senator NEEDHAM asked the Min- 
ister for Defence, upon notice— 
Will he give the men Bilbao and Burtovitch, 


custody seven 
months after the expiration of their sentence, 


an opportunity of a public trial prior to the 
Government carrying out its Od Was ai inten- 
E geen to deport them? 


[19 Decumenr, 1918.] Australian Imperial Force. 


Senator PEARCE.—The answers are— _ 


endeavour to obtain it later to- day. 
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Senator PEARCE.—Bilboa and Bur- 
tovitch are no longer resident in the Com- 
monwealth. 


HENDERSON NAVAL BASE 
EMPLOYEES. 

Senator NEEDHAM asked the Min-— 

ister representing the~ “Minister for the 

Navy, upon notice— . 


1. What steps, if any, are being taken to 
procure other employ ment for the sixty- -six re- 


turned soldiers at present employed on the ~ 


Henderson Naval Base, Fremantle, when opera- — 
tions are suspended? 

2. What steps, if any, do the Government 
intend to take to draft all the employees on 
the Henderson Naval Base, Fremantle, into 
other channels of employment when operations 
are suspended, so as to ease the strain on . the 
labour market? 


Senator PEARCE.—I sare not yet 
been furnished with this reply, but will 


i: 


_ AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL F ORCE. 


Mirirary OFFEenpErs. : 

Senator GRANT asked the Minister 
for Defence, upon notice— 

1. Are the Governmetit aware whether here: ; 


are about fifty members of the Australian Im- ~ 


perial Force in Darlinghurst Gaol, Sydney, for’ 
various military offences? 

2. If so, in view of the fact that the war 
is practically over, and that these men volun- 
tarily offered their services for the defence of 
Australia, will the Government give imme- 


_ diate consideration to their release, so that, 


together with their attendants, they may be 
peatorad to their civil life? : 

3. Unless the Government are prepared to 
do this, what are its intentions with regard to 
these men? 


Senator PEARCE.—The answers are— 


1. Between forty and fifty members of the — 
Military Forces are in Darlinghurst, either — 
awaiting trial or undergoing sentence. 

2. No. ea 
_ 3. Consideration will be given to this ques- 
tion after peace has been proclaimed. 


NORTHERN TERRITORY. 


Lanp LEASED AND Arran rep>—Darwix ; 
JETTY. 


Senate FERRICKS asked the Min- 
ister representing the Minister for ene 
and Territories, upon notice— 


1. How many lots, and what total area, of 
land are held by Vestey Brothers, or North 
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henna Agency Limited, or N abth agate | 


lian Meat Company, within a radius of 5 miles 
of Darwin? 
_ 2. How many lots, and what total area, of 
_ land in the Northern Territory, leasehold and 
otherwise, are held in the names of these com- 
- panies? 
3. What area of Crown land is still available 
to be taken up within a radius of 5 miles of 
Darwin? > 


Senator 
Sere = 
- \. Vestey Brothers, nil; Northern Agency 


Limited, three sections (freehold), total area, 
14 acres; Northern Australian. Meat Company, 


Resse 


RUSSELL. ay The. answers 


four leases, comprising 119 sections, with a | 


- total area of 168 a. lr. 16 p., and sixteen free- 
hold sections, purchased: from several owners, 
- with a total-area of 19a. lr. 14p. 


2. In addition to area included in. anewet to” 


x question 1 above, twenty-three pastoral leases, 
and one pastoral permit, with a total area of 
- 5,923 square miles, are held by the persons and 
: -eompanies mentioned; also, the following hold- 
ings, comprising forty-four leases, which are 
_ in the names set out below, and are understood 
to be controlled by the Northern Agency 


Limited: a 

. Number of Sq. 
Leases. Miles. 
Melville Island Limited 2 2,400 
. A. McLellan 5 587 
H. E. Powell io 515 
HH. 8S. Howarth 3 385 
W. G. Middleton 2 499 
Evelyn Brodstone ant 800 
CC. H. Wright oe eae 3,792 
R&R. H. Shillingford 2 787 
EL. N. Wells ti fen ea, 791 
- Wave Hill Pastoral Co. |. 8 . 6,146 
D. D. Jones RORY Wr 1,419 
18,121 
yeas os 2 

Total area assumed to be con- 

trolled by Northern a caae 
Limited : .. 24,044 
3. Approximately, 1,125 acres of vacant 


_ Crown lands, but within the radius stated 
there is also about 50 acres leasehold and 8,600 
acres. freehold land held by persons other than 
those representing the Northern Agency 
Limited. The greater portion of the freehold 
is at present unused. ‘The great bulk of the 
freehold areas was granted by the Crown over 
; “ate years ago. 


Senator FERRICKS asked the Min- 


: ister representing the Minister for Home 
and Territories, upon notice— 7 


__ 1. Does Vestey Brothers, or North Australian - 


agency” Limited, or North Australian Meat 
Company, hold the jetty at Darwin, and neces- 
sary rolling-stock, under apie Aron the peer 
cae ear . } 


for Wihneeepa and met I 


oe Bs sais laa 2 


--2,. Tf so, when Te ne lems come inte 
tion, and what price do the Government 
ceiye for the lease of the jetty and necess 


a: What is the ‘total tonnage of Bae 


tag 
charges of 10s. 6d. per ton are made to the 
public on goods landed over the Darwin eee x 
5. Would the Minister be in favour of a 


advise the Government on ets, shining ‘and 
kindred matters? 


Senator RUSSELL, SEAT 
Commissioner advises— 
1. No. 
2 and 3. See answer to 1. 
4. The wharfage charges made to the publics 
on goods landed on the Darwin jetty are:— 
Coal, coke, firewood, ores, eevee 
per ton. | 


General merchandise Goma wuhtaaies e 
over 4 tons, in one piece, 4s. per ton. 

Horses and cattle, 4d. each, = | nee 
Other animals, 3d. each. — iS a eee 
Thére are, however, other charges, such a 
handling on jetty by wharf labourers, 33. pe 
ton; railway shunting from jetty to sortin, 
shed, 1s. per ton; unloading in sorting shed 
ship’s agents, 3s. per ton; delivery from sorti 
shed by ship’s agents, Is. per ton; and rai 
way rental for use of sae shed, 6d. ae ae 

5. No. é 


RELEASE OF INTERNEES. 
Senator PRATTEN asked the } 
ister for Defence, upon notice— 


Is it a fact that one or more batches ite 
ternees have already been released from ec 
centration camps; and, if so, what a 
circumstances under which such releases, ha 
been made? 


Senator PEARCE. —One batoh of fou 
internees, naturalized ~or -natural-born 
have We released, ‘because it was con- 
sidered that, under the existing ¢on 
tions, there was no military necestay f 
thew further retention. — : 


CASE OF MR. KIELY. 


Senator O'KEEFE asked the Mini 
for Detence, upon ieee 


rege 


cautions Act, will be held? pepe 
2. Whether Kiely will be alloy Be 


Lye of W. a: Fegan. 


tne PEARCE othe answers are— 


1. The inquiry is to be held at’Hobart. The 
ease was called on the 13th December, and 


adjourned to 18th December, when the inquiry 


_ started. 


bi 
Lan 


2. It is not the practice of the Department 
to pay the expenses of witnesses ‘called on be- 
half of internees, or for legal assistance for 
them. 


CASE OF W. J. FEGAN. 


Senator FERRICKS asked the Min- 
ister for Defence, wpon notice— 


‘1. Is he aware whether William J. Fegan, of 
Brisbane, when arrested on 24th October, 1917, 
was under a surety bond of £50 (pursuant to 
magistrate’s order) not to do anything con- 


trary to the War Precautions Act; and whether 
_ the said £50 sureties have been estreated; and, 


if not, why not? 


eet Tf Mr. Fegan did nothing eiaieaey to the 
War Precautions Act which justified the 
estreating of the sureties, why was he arrested 


and interned in Darlinghurst Gaol, Sydney, for 
the past twelve months?~ / 


a letter from Brigadier-General Irving stating ' 


3. Is the Minister aware that Mr. Fegan holds 


he was being arrested in consequence of a letter 


written by him in the Brisbane Daily Mail, . 
- and of his evidence at his trial for said letter; 
and having regard to the fact that he com-) 
plied with the “magistrate’ s judgment by pay- 
ing the fine and costs, amounting to £12 8s. 8d., 


and giving the sureties required as punishment 


a, for said letter, was not his arrest and deten- 


_ tion contrary to section 6 of the War Precau- 


tions Act, which provides that no person shall 
De punished a second time for the same offence? 

4. Having regard to the fact that Mr. Fegan 
has a wife and seven children in Brisbane, whom 
he has not seen since his arrest in October, 
1917, will the Minister direct that Mr. Fegan 
be transferred to the State of Queensland, and 


_ detained there in custody of either the mili- 


tary or a civil gaol within a reasonable dis- 
tance of Brisbane, so that his family may have 


as, an opportunity of visiting him? 


~ Senator PEARCE.—The answers are— 


1. Mr. W. J. Fegan was under a recognisance 
of £25, and one surety of £25, not to do any- 
thing contrary to the War Precautions Act. 


_ The said sureties have not been estreated. 


2. He was arrested because he was of hostile 
associations, and an enemy of the United King- 
dom of Great Britain and Ireland. 

_ 3. Mr. Fegan holds a letter from the Com- 


-mandant to the effect that he was arrested on 


the ground that, by a letter published in the 
Brisbane Daily “Mail, and his evidence in a 
subsequent case, Mr. Fegan showed that he 


was of hostile associations and an enemy of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 


f(reland. His arrest and detention was not 
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contrary to section 6“of the War Precautions | 
Act. 

4. Instructions have been 
Fegan’s release. 


issued for Mr, 


PUBLIC SERVICE BILL. 


In Committee (Consideration. be 2g 
from 13th December, vide page 9229): 


Clause 1 agreed to. 


Senator RUSSELL 
President of the 
[3.36].—I move— 

That the following new clause be inserieee a 

“la. Section 324 of the principal Act is — 


amended by adding, at the 
thereof, the following sub-section :— 


(Victoria—Viee- 
Executive Council) - 


‘ (7) Unless. the. Commissioner otherwise ~ 


directs, sub-section (1) of the section shall 
not apply to a telegraph messenger who 
has served with satisfactory record in any 
Expeditionary Force raised under the 
provisions of the Defence Act 1903-1918, 
and who attained the age of eighteen years 
on or after the First day of. November, 

One thousand nine hundred and fifteen. 


The new clause is a very simple one, and — 


one which, I feel sure, will meet ‘with 
the unanimous approval’ of. honorable. 
senators. Under the present law, a tele- — 
graph messenger, unless he passes a quali- — 
fying examination’ before he reaches 
eighteen years of age, Is compelled to | 
retire from the Service. To the credit 
of a number of these lads, be it said, 
upon attaining their eighteenth birth- — 


day, they were either in military camps 


in Australia, or at the Front as mem- 


bers of the Australian Imperial Force. 
As the boys, who at eighteen years of age — 


were either in camp or at the Front, were 
precluded from passing the necessary © 
qualifying examination, this clause is in- 
tended to permit them to remain in the 

Service without undergoing any examina-_ 
tion. It is a simple act of justice to the 
lads who have served us so well at the 
Front. 


Clause agreed to. 
Clause 2— 


After section 340 of the principal Act. the — 
following section is inserted :— ee 

‘* 34D.—(1.) Where the Commissioner re- — 
ports to the Governor-General that it is not 
desirable that the system of examination 
should be applied in relation to an appoint- 
ment to a specified position, or appointments 
to a specified class of positions, in the General — 
Division, there may be appointed to that posi-— 
tion, or to a position. in that class, a PerrOr “tp 


20 


end 
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_ who has not passed the prescribed examina- 


tion. 
“ (2.) In making appointments under the 
: provisions of this section, preference shall be 
given to persons who have served with satis- 
factory record in any Expeditionary Force 
raised under the provisions of -the Defence Act 
1908- 1917. 
‘(3.) Where the Governor-General so 
directs, persons appointed under the _provi- 
sions of this section shall not be subject to 
the provisions of Part IV. of this Act.’’. 
Senator THOMAS (New South Wales) 
[3.39].—I am very glad that I have had 
an opportunity of reading the speech de- 
livered by the Vice-President of the 
Executive Council (Senator Russell) in 
introducing this Bill. Had the provisions 
_of this measure been in exact accord with 
the Minister’s statement of the position, I 
should have been prepared to support the 
Bill in its entirety. But I do not know 
whether the Vice-President of the Execu- 
tive Council, prior to making that speech, 
had really read the Bill. In his second- 
reading speech, he stated— 

The first amendment. of importance is to 
enable those who have been on active service 
in the Australian Imperial Force to enter the 

Public Service without being required to go 

through the formality of examination. 

I venture to say that every honorable 

senator would only be too glad to sup- 
port any such proposal. But the clause 
goes a great deal farther. It provides 
that after section 34c of the principal 

_ Act the following section shall be in- 

— serted :— 

“34D. (1.) Where the Commissioner reports 
to the Governor-General that it’ is not desir- 

able that the system of examination should be 

applied in relation to an appointment to a 

‘specified position, or appointments to a speci- 
fied class of positions, in the General Divi- 

sion, there may be appointed to that position, 
or to a position in that class, a person who 

3 has not passed the prescribed examination.”’ 

: Such a provision would leave it open to 

everybody, and not merely to lads who 
have enlisted in the Australian Imperial 
Force, to enter our Public Service with- 
out. first passing the prescribed examina- 
tion. It goes a good deal farther than I 

am prepared to go. Then sub-section (2) 

_of the proposed new section reads— 

In making appointments under the provi- 
sions of this section, preference shall be given 
= to tee who have served with satisfactory 
record | any Expeditionary Force raised 


_ under the provisions of the Defence Act 
tbe: 1917, Ro ae 


ba ; 


A ‘ ; a ‘ ~ poe 
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That relates only to the bran anes nig a 
preference. The Bill, I contend, io 
passed in its present form, will throw 
open to anybody, without examination, 
entrance to the General Division of our 
Public Service, if the Commissioner 
deems that course desirable. I intend to 


move amendments to sub-section (2) of 


the proposed new section, which - would 
have the effect of making it read— 


The provisions of. this section shall apply 
only to persons who have served, &e. 


In the first place, I move— 


That the words “In making appointments. 
under”, line 13, be left out. 


If the Vice-President of the Executive 
Council will accept such an amendment, a 
the clause will then provide exactly for 
what he wishes it to provide. With me, — 
an educational test in regard to admis- es. 
sion to the Public Service is a ee | 
mental. I should be very sorry, if, i | 
regard to entrance to the General Divi. a 
sion, we fell back upon the system of © 
patronage rather than of merit. Of 
course, I have no hesitation whatever in 
removing any difficulties that may stand 

in the way of admission to the Service 

of those who have served at the Front. 
Quite a large number of these men will ~ 
return to Australia and resume their 


normal occupations’ here. They will nob a 
wish to enter our. Public Service. The ~~ 


result. will be that in the course of a few 
years the proposed new section will auto- — a 
matically cease to operate. I know that 
some persons desire to abolish the educa- 
tional test. Some time ago, the Post- | 
master-General himself declared his in-. _ 
tention to disregard it. If the Govern- 
ment do not believe in an educational — a 
examination, they ought to say SO, 7s, 
frankly ; but they ought not to ask Par- 
liament, behind a boy who has enlisted  __ 
in the Australian Imperial Force, to dis- ings 
card it. If the Vice-President of the 
Executive Council will agreetomy amend- 
ment, I am prepared to go farther yee 
do the Government in the first po 
of the proposed new section. Why 
should not a young lad who has been 
the Front enter the Clerical Division o 
our Public Service if GS has the abil. 


oie’ He may have cae to. the Fr 
and he may’ be well: quae t 


would be a practical test. 


ce Ot 
ig 


‘Public Service 


sig Biatical ees of our Public Service. 
But, because he has been away for several 
years, he might not be in a position to 
pass an examination. I do not see why 
the same provisions should not also be ap- 
_ plied in the Clerical Division. The Min- 
ister feels strongly that the concession 
should be granted, and that it is only 
fair to youths who have missed the oppor- 
tunity for examination, because they were 
away fighting or were in camp. At that 
no one can cavil. If my amendment is 
not accepted, the trouble will be that 
any one who has stayed at home nursing 
his feet may secure the same concession. 


Senator RUSSELL ( Victoria—V ice- 
President of the MHxecutive Council) 
[3:48].—In my references to this matter 
- there was no intention to suppress the full 
‘meaning of the clause. Its dominating 
feature, .however, is to permit returned 
scldiers who, by their absence at the 


Front, have been placed under a disability | 


to enter the Service without undergoing 
examination. 
to that principle. When a position is ad- 
vertised in the General Service, it is set 
out that preference is to be given. But, 
of course, where there are not enough 
returned men available to take all the 


openings offered, the positions must still 
be filled. Therefore, the Public Service 


Commissioner may, by recommendation to 
the Governor-General, suspend the ne- 
cessity for exarnination in certain cases. 
That suspension is limited, in the first 
place, to the General Division. Let us 
suppose the Commissioner requires half- 
a-dozen labourers. As the Act stands, he 
must advertise, and applicants must be 
given an examination. 
Governor-General power to exempt suc- 
cessful applicants in certain cases, also, 
from insurance. A man, who is given 
employment as a labourer, may be so old 
that insurance charges would be excessive. 
It is desired, therefore, to exempt such 
an individual from what would be an 
unfair tax, in the form of- insurance. 
Suppose a driver of a steam launch were 
required, and that it was necessary that 
he should undergo examination. It would 
' be a farce to test him in the ordinary 
way. What such a man would require 
He would need 
_ to be put on a launch and “‘ tried out ”’ 


__ [19 Ducenroee, 1918.] 


There can be no exception ' 


‘not affected at all. 


Clause 3 gives the 
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as to his practical knowledge and ex- 
perience. The Commissioner would judge — 
that man upon his certificates as an 
engine-driver. 

Senator Taomas.—And would make 
that. his examination. 

Senator RUSSELL.—That is so. ‘The 
intention now is to permit the Com- 
missioner to accept such an examination 
as sufficient. 
Senator Guy.—What of the case of a 
line repairer? How about a man engaged — 
in digging post-holes ? 

Senator RUSSELL.—Such a person 
would be required to undergo an exam- 
ination of a ‘practical nature, beeause 
there is an art in digging a post-hole and 
erecting the pole. There is an art also 
in the trimming of posts and the fixing 
of wires. But in the case of a watchman 
or an office cleaner, surely the Com- 
missioner should not be required to make 
a man go down on his knees and serub 
the floor before giving him a job. It 
would be a farce. It is not the intention, 
however, to abolish examinations in any 
case where a test of a practical nature 
would reveal the degree of skill or merit 3 


‘of the applicant. 


Senator THomas.+-How does the clause 


‘affect the Clerical Division ? 


Senator RUSSELL.—That beanch: is 
The scope of the — 
clause is limited to the Non- Professional 
and Non-Clerical Divisions. 

Senator Lt.-Colonel 0’LOGHLIN (South 
Australia) , [3.54]—I am glad that 
Senator Thomas has ealled attention 
to this point, because I had also made~ 


a note; and had intended to move an 


amendment .to insert at the end of 
proposed new section 34p a proviso to 
the effect that “such persons shall have 
served with a satisfactory record in 
eny Expeditionary Force yYaised under 
the provisions of the Defence Act, 1903.”’ 
Honorable senators will all agree that the 
exemption proposed should be confined to 
men who have been on active service. It — 
is now. clear, however, that whatever may 


‘be the Seaton of the Government, this — 


clause will leave it entirely open for them — 
to do away with examinations. Though 
we may have unbounded faith in the 
present Government, they will not last 
for ever. awe should legislate against the 
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possibilities of a different system of ad- 
- ministration. JI am not satisfied with the 
explanation of the Minister, nor am I 


_ prepared to concede such unlimited power 


. to the Government. 


Senator McDOUGALL (New South 
Wales) [3.56].—I welcome this clause and 
accept the explanation of the Minister 
that the practical test will still be applied 
wherever it may be required. Examina- 
tions in certain cases, of course, are farci- 
cal. Ag secretary of my union, I have 
been called upon to send men to fill jobs 

under the Government. They have had 
to pass a medical test. In one case the 
applicant was a fine, big, bulky ath- 
lete; he was turned Aawie while a weak- 
ling of 10 stone or less was taken on. The 

man who had the capacity to do the work 
was rejected on account of a small defect 

which could not have interfered with his 
working powers. 


Senator GUY (Tasmania) acca pam 
My sentiments are in accord with those 
of Senater McDougall. Examinations 
_ have often proved an absolute farce. Some 
_ time ago I brought before the Senate the 
case of two men, one of whom had had six 
: years’ and the other four years’ service in 
the telegraph and telephone branch of the 
Postal Department.~ Those men could. not 
shave been replaced by any other work- 
“men in the State. But, because they 
i failed somewhat in an educational test, 
they. were turned down, although on the 
as side they had scored 100 per 
Cee of marks. 
‘Senator Russetu. —They must have 
Ba the ladder up against the post in an 
--inartistic manner. , 
Senator GUY.—Such experiences sug- 
- gest to me that the examination test is a 
farce. I know of another young man 
who was at work in the Postal service. 
He was not as industrious as he might 
have been, but he was exceptionally smart 
and was well educated. The other em- 
- ployees in the same office admitted, with- 
out hesitation, that he could beat them 
all. On one occasion the postmaster at 
_ that centre was the examiner, and there 


was not a single candidate who could have ~ 


passed a test under that individual. He 
could not pronounce a word correctly, and 
Tam not sure that he was not partly in- 
; _toxicated when making the examination. 


~T have here a statement by the Public u 


“it is necessary to arrange a competitive ex- (3 


It would, of course, be absurd to reais 


aa bores! of the Dostinaieet = 
badly mispronouncing his words in the 
dictation examination. I know of another — 
young fellow who gained almost the maxi- g e 
mum of marks in the writing test and in | 
arithmetic; but in the dictation examina- = 
nation, a piece was read which introduced — . 
ceosraphical terms that this candidate — AR 
had never heard before, He misspelt a 
word or two. ~Although he gained 200 
marks more than most of those who © 
passed the examination, he failed. We — 
should insist ea common-sense methods 
in examinations for the Postal service. 
It is a farce if a man can do his work 
efficiently, but is failed in examination — Road 
because he cannot spell some word which, 
perhaps, he has never heard before. ‘We 
ought to get back to common. sense in 
examinations of candidates. 


Senator RUSSELL ( Victoria Vice Pie 
sident of the Executive Council) [4. 2\.— 


Service Commissioner, which JT think will 
prove an ample explanation of the ins 


in- 
tention of the clause. The Commissioner — 
states— 


Unless a person is ‘alicible for appointment 
ae the, Public Service under sections 33 to 340, 
, by virtue of service in a public railway 

or other service of a State or a Common- 
wealth Territory, he cannot be appointed unless cage 
he passes a competitive examination. y 
Where there is no person so eligible available 


amination. f 
This course is justified where a large num: 
ber of positions are filled, such as lineman, — 
mechanic, &¢., and which call ae the eal 
of special skill, a 


The test for mechanics will still ee 
made— 


but there are ier positions, such as | 
labourer, office-cleaner, searcher, and watch- 
man, &¢., in which vacancies only occur at met 2% 
intervals. 


applicants, say, for the position of office- 
cleaner, to attend for the purpose of an 
examination, and be required to scrub a Bi 
room. = 


Senator Lt. -Colonel O"Loomtas 
that done now ? Si 


Senator RUSSELL —No, ib is 


4 


within the eighteen months 
i candidates are eligible for appointment, there 


“Di bac Sersice 


[19 December, 1918.] 
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Senator THomas.—But in the Minister’s 
second-reading speech he said these pro- 
visions were required for members of the 
Australian Imperial Force, and now they 
are being widened. 


‘Senator RUSSELL.—It has never been 
‘the usual practice for a Minister, in his 
second-reading speech, to enter into the 
details of clauses, and I did not do so. 

Senator Lt.-Colonel O’Locuiin.—You 
told the Senate that this provision would 
apply to soldiers only. : 

Senator RUSSELL.—I want to correct 


any false impression that may have been 
created. 


It is not the practice now to 
require examinations af applicants for 
certain positions, because the Public 
Service Commissioner takes a common- 


sense view of the Act, although in omit- 
_ ting to require examinations in respect of 
these applicants, he is breaking the law, 
_and I do not think he should be placed in 


that position. 


If examinations are held for these positions, 
Butt only one or two appointments are made 
during which 


Continuing, he states— 


is complaint by the unappointed successful 


' 


ss  eandidates that they wasted time and money « 
in undergoing the test a paying the entrance 


stake. 


a TOR. 


That often happens. I have known of 
vacancies occurring for certain positions 
‘for which, perhaps, between 200 and 300 
persons have applied and have attended 
for examination, although there was a 


certainty that about 90 per cent. of them 


would not be successful. It is a serious 
matter for working men to be required by 


ing half a day, or a day, over the process, 

when it is not necessary. Though this 
, provision might be all right in the case 

of a position carrying a salary of 2500 a 

year and where there is something at 
The Commissioner adds— 

In a skilled position such as mechanie and 
lineman, it is a fairly easy matter to arrange 
appropriate practical tests, and judge the rela- 
tive merits of the candidates. But in an un- 
skilled position such as labourer or office- 
cleaner, it is not. practicable to do so, because 


the nature of the work will not admit of it. 


Even in some skilled positions, practical tests 


cannot be arranged. For example, if an ap- 


pointment is required as coxswain or engine- 
driver on a steam launch, it would be neces- 
er to test the candidates by securing a pane 


_ the Act to lodge 7s. 6d. as an application. 
fee and then attend for examination, lo:-' 


Jaunch for a lengthy period, and ask the can- 
didates to perform the actual work of the 
position. That would be impracticable, and 
should’ be unnecessary, as the Commissioner - 
could ‘satisfy himself by evidence such ag cer- 
tificates issued by the Marine Board of the 
efficiency of the applicants, and. make a suit- 
able selection. 


I ask honorable senators not to be led 


away with the suggestion that it is the in- 


tention of the Government to abolish this 
system of examination. That is not the 
intention of the Government or the Pub- 
lic Service Commissioner at all. I trust, 
therefore, that the amendment will not be. : 
accepted. nice 


Senator THOMAS (New South Wales, 


-[4.10].—I am rather pleased that the 


Minister made this explanation; but I 
ask honorable senators to read what he 
said when introducing the Bill. . 

Senator. Russety.—I was not dealing 
with this particular clause. 


- Senator THOMAS.—Yes. The Minis- 


ter, referring to this matter, said— 


The first amendment of importance is to 
enable those who-have been on active service — 
in the Australian Imperial Force to enter the 
Public Service without being required to go 
through the -formality of examination. We 
should all be sympathetic with such a pro- 
vision, although there may be difficulties in- 


administering “the principle fairly. 


Who objects to that? 


Senator Russrtut.—Is there anything % 


wrong in that statement? 
Senator THOMAS.—No, it is all right , 
so far as it goes. The Minister added— 


But it is only right that a man who has 
been on active service should not be denied 
the opportunity to enter the Public Service 
because he has been abroad in the defence of 
his country during a period when he might 
have stayed at home and prepared > himself 
to pass the ordinary examination. And, even 
though the service for a little while ‘might 
not be earried on with quite as much com- 
petency as ordinarily, we would all, no doubt, 
be prepared to accept that situation in view 


,of the circumstances. 


Every member of the Senate is in favour 
of that. The Minister said this clause 
of the Bill was for the purpose of allow- 


ing persons who had been connected with 


the Australian Imperial Force to enter 


_the Public Service without the necessary — 


examination, and I repeat that we are all 
agreed upon that. But now he goes 
further. This clause, which, by the way, 
is supported by Senators McDougall and — 
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; Guy, conveys the impression that it is the 


Public Serves =e 


intention of the Government to do oy 
with .examinations. I am _ strongly — 

- favour of some examination, but I nabs 
that it would be an absurdity to put ap- 


-plicants for the position of telephone 


linesman through a Latin or Greek test. 
The examination should be of a prac- 


tical nature to determine: the com- 
petency of the applicant. + If the 
Minister says that theré are some 


other Departments for which an educa- 
tional test is not required, -he should de- 
finitely and clearly indicate all the cir- 


cumstances so that the situation may ke 


dealt with. In my judgment, an edu- 


cational test is a fundamental qualifica- 


tion for entrance to the Public Service. 


The Postmaster-General (Mr. Webster) 
has told us that he is against examina- 
tions, and I understand the employees of 
the Postal Department number between 
12,000 and 15,000. The Postmaster- 


- General has also stated that there are a 


tion, 


number of incompetent persons in his 
Department, and that it is his intention 
to shift them. I think it probable that 
he finds this rather difficult because of 
the operation of the Public Service Act. 
‘I do not know to whom the Postmaster- — 
General refers when he speaks of incom- 
_-petent employees, but I have not the 
slightest doubt that it will be found upon 
op tenes y that in every single instance per- 
sons charged with incompetency are those 
~ who entered the Service without examina- 


Some members of this Parliament have 
palad no experience in a State Parliament, 


and no knowledge of a Public Service not 


under the control of a Public Service 
Commissioner. In common with Senator 
* Millen and other honorable senators, 


~ have, as a member of a State Parliament, 
had experience of a Public Service that 


_ was not underswa Commissioner. 


From 
that experience I look with perfect horror 
upon the establishment of a Public Ser- 


‘vice, the entrance to which would not be 


by examination. 


rm 


Senator Russsiu.—I agree with the 
honorable senator on that point. 


«Senator THOMAS:—Then why does 
not the Minister accept my amendment, 
which would limit the entrance to the 


~ Commonwealth Public Service without 


; rerninatien ae members of i Aust 


lian Imperial Force? In view of w 
the honorable senator has stated pe y 


‘order to. move ae the tioorhne ofl 
word ‘‘ Clerical’’ before the words ‘‘ and : 
General’’ in ‘sub-section 1 of the proposed 

new section. If this is to be limited to 
members of the Australian Imperial — é 
Force, as I think it should, I do not see 
why a young fellow who has been to the - eh 
Front, and is competent to write a letter, 
should not have the same opportunity toe 
enter the Clerical Division of the i 
Service -as is given to a member of the 
Australian Imperial Force, who can put 
up a telegraph post, to enter the General __ 
Division of the Service. I shall test the 

sincerity of the Government on the sub- 
jest of preference to members of the Aus- 
tralian Imperial Force for entrance into- 
the Public Service by proposing ap 
amendment which will secure to them this 
preference in respect, of appointments to 
the Clerical Division without examinatio 
as well as to the General Division. If the 
Minister desires that there should be som 
provision to enable the Government 1 
deal with people who are required | to 
clean offices, I have no objection to that. 

No one asks for an educational test for 
such employment. 


Senator Lt. -Colonel O” LoGHLIN. —Bu ‘ 
we should not open up the whole Service. 
for that purpose. 


Senator THOMAS. _ Decidedly Ww 
should not. I have on’ several occasions 
directed attention to the fact that for 
years now we have had an Acting Public 
Service Commissioner, when we should 
have had a permanent appointment to 
that office. I say this, though I have a 
high opinion of Mr. Edwards, who is the 
Acting Public Service Commissioner. The 
Government propose to give the At cting 
Public Service Commissioner the. roe 
to say that certain persons may be ad 
mitted to the Public Service without e: 
amination; but that returned soldie 
to receive preference. A returned so 
may be turned down because he is = 


ete! i a Public Service = 


pass a medical test should be invited to 


take advantage of our repatriation legis: 
lation. 
Senator McDoucatuL.—If a errerea 


soldier had only one eye the honorable - 


senator says that he should not get into 


a 


ye 
ag ea 


Se ee 


permanent appointments, 


. against examinations 


Jatin, 


the Service. 

Senator THOMAS. —I do not say any- 
thing of the kind. JI would leave his 
case to the doctor. Honorable senators 
should remember that we are dealing with 
and if an un- 
healthy person is appointed to a perma- 
nent position he may be constantly on 
sick leave at great expense to the Depart- 
ment. : 

Senator GEenror.—And his absence 


throws more work upon other officers. 


Senator THOMAS.—That is so. Sena- 


tors Guy and McDougall should support 
_™y proposal to apply the provision pro- 
_ posed for the benefit of returned soldiers 


to the Clerical as well as to the General 
Division. Senator McDougall, if he is 


“Senafor McDoucaut.—I am notagainst 
examinations. I am only against exami- 


nations which do not apply to the posi- 
_ tions which have to be filled. 


Senater THOMAS 


of the examiner. 


.—That is the fault 
The'man who suggests 


thet a man required to put up telegraph . 


posts should possess a knowledge of Greek, 
and French ought to have his 
bumps read. Personally, I should prefer 


that, as the years go by, our educational - 


examinations skould become more diffi- 
eult. In view of our educational systems 


we can afford to raise the educational 
standard of our Public Service. 
leave to withdraw my amendment, with 
a view to moving an amendment in an 
earlier part of the clause. 


I ask 


_ Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Amendment (by Senator Tuomas) pro- 


- posed— 


That in line 8, before the word “ General,” 
the words “ Clerical and” be inserted. 


Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—Vice- 


President of the Executive Council) 


 {4.23].—I am not quite clear in my mind 


as to whether Senator Thomas\is anxious 
to maintain a high standard of educa- 
tional qualification in the Public Service. 


sg I do not see the advantage of an edu- 


cational examination for the employment 


[19 Decempzr, 1918. ] 
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of a charwoman. JI do not know whether 
the honorable senator thinks that a gar- 
dener should be an accountant as well as 
a man able to dig drains. The honorable 
senator’s present amendment seems to be 
a flat contradiction of the attitude which 
he first assumed, unless he makes a clear 
charge that the Government’s proposal 
will introduce political patronage. 


Senator THomas.—I want to limit the 
proposal to members of the Australian 
Imperial Force. 


Senator RUSSELL.—I may inform 
the honorable senator that special pro- 
visions already exist in connexion with 
the appointment of members of the 
Australian Imperial Force to the Clerical 
Division. We already do give absolute 
preference to returned soldiers for em- 
ployment in that division, with a modified 
examination applicable only to them. To 
expect them to undergo the ordinary exa- 
mination would be to destroy the spirit 
of the rule of preference to returned sol- 
diers. 


Senator Lt.-Colonel Bottron.—lIt has 
done so very largely. 


Senator RUSSELL. —No, the examina- 
tion has been modified in the case of re- 
turned soldiers. The question really is 
whether a returned soldier is a fair 
average clerk, and if he is he should be 
given preference in appointment to the ~ 
Public Service. That has been eee 
provided for. 


Senator THomas.—Have any of thee 
modified’ examinations been held ? 


Senator RUSSELL.—There have been 
many special examinations held of mem- 
bers of the Australian Imperial Force, It 
is not reasonable to expect them to have. 
an up-to-date knowledge of subjects with 
which one loses touch after being a few- 
years away from school, and so members 
of the Australian Imperial Force are sub- 
mitted to a simplified educational test. 
IT am sure that I could make a pledge on 
behalf of the Government, and of the 
whole of the people of Australia, that if 
the examination which they are required 
to pass were of so high a standard that an 
ordinary clerk who has been on active ser- 
vice could not pass it; it would be simpli- 


fied. 
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- Senator Lt.-Colonel ; Botron.—That is 
our object. 

‘sg Senator RUSSELL.—The Gicaennen? 

are. willing to co-operate with the honor- 
able senator to secure compliance with 
the absolute spirit of the rule of pre- 

ference to returned soldiers to give those 


men the opportunity to obtain permanent 


employment, which, by reason of their 
service to the country, they deserve. In 
_ view of the special provision already made 
for a simplified examination for members 
of the Australian Imperial Force, I hope 
that Senator Thomas will not press ‘his 
amendment. 


Senator Lt.-Colonel BOLTON (Vic- 


i toria) [4.26].—Honorable senators must_ 


realize that the members of the Public 
Service have very important functions to 
perform, and no reasonable man with a 
sense of responsibility would suggest any- 
thing that would be detrimental to the 
Service. “It seems to me that the pro- 


the Australian Imperial Force should 
Heeis not only to the General, but also 
to the Clerical and Professional Divisions. 
Other things being equal, a returned 
ee capable of carrying out the duties 
poof an officer in either of these divisions 

should be given preference. Instances 
eee been brought under my notice of 
men temporarily employed in the Clerical, 
and - also in the Professional Division, 
who, after performing the duties of their 
. ‘office _ for six or twelve months, have 
failed to receive a permanent appoint- 
ment because of the examinations and 
other difficulties in their way. If a re- 
turned soldier has carried out the duties 
of an office as a temporary employee for 
six months or a longer’ period, that 
should surely be regarded as proof that 
he is qualified for a permanent appoint- 
ment to such a position. The country is 
_ justified in making some concession to the 
men who have served it so well at the 
Front. If, with due regard to the 
efficiency of the Service, we can in this 
_ way show our gratitude to these men. for 
_the services they have rendered, I say 
_ that we will be fully justified in: appoint- 
ing them to permanent positions regard- 
_ less of examinations, and provided only 
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‘amendment. 


posal in this Bill relating to members of - 


; >, | 
that they can sateen the dnties ee 
quired of them. I strongly ge the , 


re tied 


Senator Lt.-Colonel o’LOGHLIN (South “ys 
Australia) [4.29].—I support the amend- — 
ment on the ground that it is desirable 
that we should. give the widest possible 
opportunity to the boys who have been 
fighting for us at the Front to secure 
permanent employment in the Public 
Service if they so desire. We cannot put — 
“4 man accustomed to labouring work or 
deficient in education in a clerical posi- 
tion; but it is not necessary that a man _ 
appointed to such a position should have 


3 


a knowledge of a foreign language. — 
Senator McDougall and Senator Guy re- 
gard the system of examination as nob 


altogether satisfactory, but it is the most — 
satisfactory that has been devised, and 
is in existence in every Civil Service TS 


the Commonwealth and the British 
Empire. While I admit that it ig nob © 
perfect, it is our principal safeguard are 


against nepotism and favoritism. That 
is why it was introduced. The Commis-  — 
sioner—eannot have a personal knowledge 
of all those under him, and therefore Nas 
must depend on the recommendations of 
his subordinates. There is nothing it theses os 
Bill to prevent any of them recommend. — PP 
ing some thirty-first cousin for. prefer-. 
ment to a position to which some one else — 
is better entitled. The Minister is full of — 
good “intentions, but we should seein a 
on definite lines, Only to-day I had an” 
instance of how regulations are disre- pau 
garded. I asked the Minister for De- 2 
fence (Senator Pearce) whether it was 
the practice in the Defence Department to — oe 
call for applications for positions, and | 7 
whether a certain position had been filled — 
without applications being called. The — 
Minister said, in answer to the first ques- a if 
tion, “ Yes, it is the practice,’ and then ale 
coolly told me that that particular posi- ; 
tion had been filled by the appointment — 
of the next senior man, without applica- : 
tions pane. called for. 


+ 


love 
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Senator Lt.-Colonel O’LOGHLIN.—I 
was speaking of the Ordnance Branch of 
the Defence Department, and not of the 
Forces. } 
Senator pe Larere—Does that posi- 
tion come under the Public Service Com- 
missioner ? 
_ Senator Lt.-Colonel O’LOGHLIN.—I 
am not prepared to say. The man selected 
may be competent, but there may he 
others, senior to him, who are quite as 
competent, but who had no opportunity 
to apply. If we leave the Act open, as 
this Bill proposes, there will be no obli- 
gation to have an examination for any 
position. ; 
* Senator Lt.-Colonel Borron.—Are you 
in favour of leaving it open to the re- 
turned soldier ? 
- Senator Lt.-Colonel O’LOGHLIN.— 
Yes; I am supporting Senator Thomas’ 
proposal to declare the Clerical Division 
open as well, although I recognise that 
some form of examination is necessary, 


but not the one now applied, requiring a - 


high literary knowledge which it is. very 
desirable for a cultured man to possess, 


but is not absolutely necessary for the’ 
- ¢lerical work usually ‘required in~ the 


lower branches of the Service. The pro- 
vision before us is very dangerous, and 
I have not been at all satisfied by the ex- 
planation of the Minister. I shall there- 
_ fore support both of Senator Thomas’ 
amendments. 
- Senator SENIOR (South Australia) 
[4.35].—I am in.thorough sympathy with 
the effort to give the returned soldier 
_. every opportunity to fill any position that 
he is capable of filling; but Senator 
Thomas will agree with me that if you 
‘include in a team, say of postal sorters, 
_ aman who has no knowledge of geography, 
his work must be gone over again. 
Senator THomas.—That is in 
General Division. 
Senator SENIOR.—It applies right 
through. We must, therefore, not ex- 


the 


pect to bring about the millennium by. 


_ domg away with the examination. qT 
ae would much rather give the returned 
_ soldier every opportunity to enter and 
remain in the Service until he has ac- 
quired the necessary knowledge. I would 


then require from him a full satisfaction 


Public Service [19 Decemser, 1918. | 


f the test of examination, just as I would | 
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of anybody else. We do not want to 


‘make the Public Service weaker simply 


through our desire to be sympathetic. — 
We must not only show sympathy to the 
men who are coming back, but we must — 
also make our Public Service strong. All — 
Senator Thomas will achieve by his . 
amendment is to make a further amend- 
ment necessary in the Public Service 
Act. I would even allow the candidate 
from the Australian Imperial Force to 
enter the Service, and postpone the 
examination for him for twelve or 
eighteen months. : pee 
Senator THomas.—We do not suggest 
that the man from the Australian. _Im- 
perial Force should join simply because 
he asks to join. He can join only after 
he hag been passed by the Public Service — 
Commissioner. . 


Senator SENIOR.—The Public Ser- 
vice Commissioner must require a certain — 
knowledge on the part of the applicant. — 
It simply means starting further back, — 
and we cannot do it in this Bill. .The 


honorable senator practically gives these — 
men the entry to the Service, and then 


the Commissioner says, “I cannot accept 
them, because I am bound by certain 
rules.” | Gees 

Senator. Tuomas.—Are you in favour — 
of the Bill as it stands? : 


Senator SENIOR.—No; but all Bonde: : 


tor Thomas’ amendment will do will be — 


to take down the first slip-panel, without — 
allowing these men to enter the real enclo-_ 
sure. : ms edt 


Senator NEWLAND (South Australia) 
[4.39]—I have a good deal of sympathy — 
with Senator Thomas and those who are © 
anxious to make it easier for the returned — 
soldier to get into. any branch of the 
Federal Public Service where there is a 
vacaney and for which the applicant is_ 
suitable, but I foresee great danger in ~ 
opening the doors of both branches of the 
Service in the way this amendment would 
open them. The examinations for the — 
Clerical and General Divisions have been _ 


in the past the greatest safeguard that we _ 


have had against the use of political, — 
social, or any other kind of influence in — 
securing appointments to the Service. — 
The result of that method of entry into — 
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the Service has been that a eértain privi- 
leged section has grown up, but I do not 
see how we can avoid it in the present 
circumstances. Of the two evils, it is 
better to have that privileged section than 
to throw open the door to conscious or 
unconscious influence by the Public Ser- 
vice Commissioner. Ministries may 
change, and the Public Service Commis- 
sioner may change, so that we have to 
look to the possibilities of the future. 
Keen and anxious as I am to do every- 
thing possible for the returned soldier, 
we must guard against filling the Public 
Service with a large proportion of men 
who may not be competent. 5 


Senator Tnomwas.—Do you favour the 
Bill as it stands, because the Bill allows 


that ? 


Senator Russmtu.—That is not correct. 


Senator NEWLAND.—I am not alto- 
gether in favour of all the amendments 
moved or foreshadowed by Senator 
Thomas. During the next few years a 
very large number of returned soldiers 
will want to get into the Service. Senator 


‘Thomas will remember that in years gone 


by the Service was not composed of men 


as competent as those who are in it to-day. 


Senator .[Homas.—Generally speaking, 
that is so. 
Senator NEWLAND.—Of course, there 


_ are exceptions; but the younger genera- 
tion who have got into the Service have 
raised its tone, and are better qualified for 


their duties. 


If for sentimental reasons we 


open the door of the Service to the re- 


turned soldier, there is a danger that by 


this means we may get men who are not 


quite competent, because of their lack of 
early training, for the positions they 


- would be ealled on to fill. 


Senator Tuomas.—The Bill opens the 


~ General Division to returned soldiers and 


than Senator Thomas suggests. | 
open the door of the General Division to 


yt 
on 


to anybody else. 
Senator NEWLAND. ee but later 
on we hope to improve proposed new 


sub-section 2 in‘an even better direction 
If we 


the returned soldier, we must, to be con- 
sistent, also throw open the door of the 
| Clerical Division to him, although I pre- 
sume he must have certain pane upcanons: 


{SENATE 


Although I am rather doubtful of the o 
consequences, I intend to support Senator Br 


Thomas: in his amendment to proposed 
new sub-section 1. Res 


Senator DE LARGIE (Western Anes ee 
tralia) [4.45].—I think that this question a 
might very well be considered from the 
stand-point of what is meant by an exa- 
mination. In my opinion the matter- — 
hinges upon the class of examination that 
is applied to any candidate. When the — 
Postal Commission was conducting its in- 
quiry into the Post and Telegraph De 
partment it came across no end of ridi 
lous “examinations, to which common 
labourers were subjected when they were | 
seeking employment in that Department. | 
They were obliged to undergo a difficult 
educational examination, notwithstanding 
that the duties which they were required — : 
to perform did not partake in the 
slightest degree of a clerical nature. Yet 
they were compelled to submit to most " 
difficult, and even “tricky ”’ examina- 
tions. I was under the impression that — aS 
this silly practice had been abandoned. Ra 
years ago, and I was indeed surprised to 
Jearn that we have before us to-day a 
measure relating to it. 


It would be 
difficult, if not impossible, to prescribe an a 
examination for admission to the Clerical __ 
Division which would be suitable to all 
Departments of the Service. The differ- 
ent. Departments perform very different — 
classes of work, so that, whilst a man 
might make.a very suitable clerk in the 
Postal Department, he might be utterly a 
unfitted to fill a clerical position in the 

Attorney-General’s Department or the | 
Department of Trade and Customs. Con- 
sequently any examination which appli-— 
cantg may he required to undergo should 
be founded upon the class of duties that 
they are to be required to perform. The — 
same remark is also applicable to the Pro- 
fessional Division. But I am very 
strongly opposed to dispensing with com 
petitive examinations for adinission to o 
Public Service. The moment we adopt 
that course we shall be acting unwisel 
At the same time, for the position © 
watchman, a labourer, or cena ae 


Ba Be Shakers: | 
seeation RUSSELL, 7 ithe: most valu 


ow can we beeen an applicant in 1 re 


ie 

gard to his honesty? =~ 

~ Senator DE LARGIE. — One auld 
have to form an opinion of his honesty 
from his general character. So many 


Service Commissioner that unless different 
aes examinations are prescribed for different 
* branches. of the Service, all sorts: of in- 
consistencies will arise. 
i 


om the officers is utterly different from 
that which is performed by officers in any 
tothe: Department. I do not consider 
eo that the work required to be done by the 
- officials of. the Postal Department: is of a 
_very high quality. © 


4 


ot the Accounts Bechion: is of a high 
quality. 


‘men are employed in the correspondence 


- guired of them is not of a- very. high class. 
<q admit that in some of the other Depart- 

“ments, properly educated and trained 
i ‘officers are indispensable.” For returned. 


make the conditions too easy. The 
nature of the work required of officers in 
hat division is not difficult, and so long 
a we do Lat eieiok with the Clerical 
Division, think we may safel: t 
: ua proposal of the it eee aft se 

 _ Question—That the words proposed to’ 


be ‘inserted be inserted—put. The Com- 
ee divided. Soe a roe 
ei dicts eee at est ey fs Rompe) 
es - Noes. op aS eo RW 
py Majority pareeae. PUR oN eae ics 
.- AVES ee 
"Bolton: Lt. -Colonel | Reid, Me. _ 
Keating, J. H.. ~— Senior, W. 
Newland, iy" - 1 Thomas, J, 
O’Lochlin, TH: -Colonel | _ Teller: 
‘Pratten, ‘. KE Foll, Se: 
. Noes, ; 
: Bornes ie 13s 40 KReefe, D. J. 
Buzacott, RL ‘Pearce, G. F. 
Bake Gea os? 0} Plain, W. 
, Fer ricks, M. oe | Rowell, Colonel ns 
ae Grant, J. fiers: UATE 5 3S tied OSG Be meee 


; Shannon, J. W. 


ate Peller s 
de ao a: 


activities are carried on under the Public - 


In the Weather. 
_ Bureau, for example, the work performed _ 


was the object which it was designed to 


Senator Russet. —Tlie work Poe uived 


Rencanior DE LARGIE .—But fas more. 


and records branches, where the work re- . 


seldiers who desire to enter the General ' 
Division of our Public Service we cannot 


A 


ference to returned soldiers. 
‘ment. 1s intended solely. to limit that pre- 


dispensing : - 
turned soldiers. ee 


President - of 


-. plieants. : ee 


- sibility 1s upon him. 


bad 


PA endiment negatived. 
Senator THOMAS (New South Wales) 


- [4.58]:—I move— 


That the words ‘ In ee sppotntments : 
under,’’ line 138, be left out. ‘ Hae 


My idea is that we should limit ennai 


to ‘the General Division of our Public Ser- . 


vice without examination, to the mem- 
bers of the Australian Imperial Force, 
In moving the second reading of the Bill — 
the Vice-President of the Executive — 
Council (Senator Russell) stated that that 


‘accomplish. Personally, I-am sorry that” 
the Committee has declined to extend this — 


concession to our soldiers, to admission to 


the Clerical Division of our Public Ser- i, 
vice. 1 strongly favour the retention. of 
the system. of entrance by examination 
to the Public Service. Entrance should 
be upon merit every time. But I am 
prepared, so far as members of the Aus- 
tralian Imperial Force are concerned, ae 
alter the present method, first out of. 
gratitude to our men who have fought, 
and, secondly, because within a few years. 


the concession will have become anto- — 


matically a dead letter. As the position 
stands, however, the Commissioner’ may 
dispense in any case with an examination. 
It is only fair to the Government to ad-- : 
mit. that provision has been made for pre- 
My amend- 


ference—that is to say, the concession of —— 
with examinations—to re-— 


RUSSELL (Victoria—Vice- — 
the Executive ee 
[5.2].—It is not the intention of the — 
Public Service. Commissioner, or of the 


Senator 


Government, to abolish any examination 


intended to ‘determine the merits of a | 


ody 


Senator ORS The Public | Service | 
Commissioner will have to ainicts the 
Act. 

Senator RUSSELL. et the respon- 
Heis quite inde- 
pendent of Ministerial. eon Rts in that re. SS 
gard. - abies 

Senator. Lt.-Colonel O° Loa tee : 
ae Government cannot, answer for him. ne 
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Senator RUSSELL. _The Public ae 
vice Commissioner is independent in re- 

gard to appointments. But is it worth 
_ while to compel an engine-driver, for ex- 
ample, to undergo au examination when 
he already possesses a certificate which 
indicates his competency ? 

Senator Tuomas.—The possession of a 
certificate would be regarded as equiva- 
lent to an examination, 


Senator RUSSELL.—The Bill does. 


mot stipulate that. 
© (Senator Tuomas.—That holds good 
under the Act itself. _ 

Senator RUSSELL.—The Act compels 
candidates for positions to present 
themselves for ccmpetitive examina- 
tions. The Commissioner should be 
relieved of the necessity of putting 


an applicant for a watchman’s job. 


‘under examination. In referring to this 
clause in my second-reading remarks, I 


dealt with the general principle of pre- 


ference to soldiers. There was no inten- 
tion on my part to suppress anything, and 
I ask Senator Thomas to accept that ex- 
planation. I object to the repeated 
taunt that [ have sought to suppress any 
feature of this amending Bill. If an 
advertisement were inserted for the filling 
of a vacancy on the list of Customs 


watchmen, the chief qualifications of an 


applicant would be honesty, reliability, 
and sobriety. Probably there would be 
200 applicants for such a vacancy in Mel- 
- bourne to-day. They would be compelled, 
under the Act as it stands, to furnish a 
deposit, and they would have to Jose time 
_ in undergoing an examination. The Com- 
-Missioner would want only a man who 
could be trusted. All but one of the ~ 
_ 200 applicants would have to go away 
_ disappointed. 

Senator Forr.—An examination is not 


‘ held for one particular individual. There 


1s always a batch waiting. 
Senator RUSSELL. — The position 
‘would be the same, What kind of an 
examination can be held in the matter 
of appointing a watchman? If the pro- 
_ posal now before the Committee is ac- 
_ cepted, the procedure will be that prefer- 
ence will be absolute so long as there 


is one suitable soldier available. In the 
es err Not there being no soldier available, 


_ISENATE. EI] 


special type ‘of applicant. There is 


Beds ake mydiane will be igibia. Vader 
this clause, also, exemption is proposed, ) Bi 
both with regard to soldiers and civilians, fs 
in the matter of compulsory insurance. — 

Many men who apply for such positions — 
as that of watchman are of an advanced 
age. To compel an old man to take out — 
an insurance policy would be penalizing 
him heavily. And. with respect to re- ~ 
turned soldier applicants, it might be 
that, on account of injuries received dur- 
ing the war, the rates of insurance would 
be exceptionally heavy. It would not be 
right to compulsorily impose such penal- _ 
ties. ee 
Senator FOLL (Queensland) [5.10]— 
I am not clear with regard to the state- 
ment of the Minister that, until the list 
of applicants was exhausted, preference 
would be given to returned soldiers. If 
there were 100 applicants waiting, and 
an advertisement were inserted for twenty an 
watchmen, I take it that those positions 
would be filled by suitable returned 
soldiers, whose names were listed. That 
might exhaust the number of returned 
men just then awaiting employment. Soon — 
afterwards, however, another advertise 

ment might call for more men. There — 

would be numbers of returned soldiers look- ie 
ing for jobs, but their claims would notbe 
pie to those of civilians having their 4g 


men were ete I want to Rie e 
whether those returned soldiers would — 
have to wait until the whole of the Civi- i 
lians left upon the list had been absorbed. — 


Senator Russerz.—Absolute preference — 
-will be given every time to roe 
soldiers. . 


Senator FOLL.—Then, why will’ ‘ant 
the Minister accept Senator Thomas’ 
amendment? I intend to support it. 

Senator NEWLAND (South Australia) ~ 
[5.13].—I do not quite agree with the 
Minister when he states that absolute pre 
ference will be given to returned soldiers 
until the whole of such applicants have 
been placed. The clause provides f 
special set of conditions im relation to ¢ 


ae re 


thing to prevent the Commissioner 


ie way and filling vacancies from among per- 
sons who have passed the requisite 


examination. The clause specifically 


provides that returned members of the 
_ Australian Imperial Force may enter a 
- eertain division of the Public Service 


without undergoing/an examination. It — 


does not say that no other person shall re- 
; ceive appointment. If Senator Thomas’ 
amendment were incorporated, it would 
then be quite clear that the provision 
would apply to returned soldiers only; 
but that, at the same time, the hands of 
the Commissioner would not be tied so 
far as other persons were concerned. 
It isnot likely that returned soldiers will 
be put into the Public Service in a hap- 
hazard manner. They must approach, 
to some extent, ,the standard required 
of candidates for the Public Service. It 
‘would be unthinkable if a returned sol- 
 dier, without qualifications of any kind, 
- were apponted to a vacancy in the Ser- 


vice merely because he was a returned | 


soldier. The clause will open the door 


of the Public Service to returned soldiers: 


so far as manual labour is concerned, but 
entrance into the other section of the 
_. Public Service will not be so easy. I 
_ hope the Committee will agree to the 
amendment, because I should regret te 
_ think that we are throwing open any 
section of the Public Service to the gene- 
ral public without examination, unless, 
of course, we were prepared to abolish 
the system of examinations altogether. 


Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—Vice- 
President of the Executive Council) 
_~ [5.17].I think there is some misunder- 
standing. I agree entirely with all that 
has been said by Senator Newland, but 
we must remember that the clause will 
affect, not only the masculine section of 
the community, but the feminine also. 
When vacancies are available for women 
we give preference to widows and close 
relatives of members of the Australian 
Imperial Force, and as the Act stands 
at present, if they wish to become per- 
manent employees, they are required to 
undergo some examination. There should 
be a generous interpretation of quali- 
fications so far as the Australian Im- 
_ perial Force applications are concerned. 
A man on his return might be a bit 
‘nervy as a result of war experiences, and 
ees Be 2 
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allowance should be made for his condi- 
tion in order that he may be able to 
settle down. : 
Senator Gutarie. — Will this clause 
cover members of the Naval Forces? _ 
Senator RUSSELL.—Yes. | 
Senator THomas. —What examination 
does the law require? 

Senator RUSSELL.—A competitive 
examination. 
Senator THomas.—Who prescibes it? 
Senator RUSSELL.—The Public Ser- 
vice Commissioner. , | 
Senator THomas.—And he could pre- 
scribe any examination he thought fit? 


Senator RUSSELL.—In the case of 
vacancies for women, I take it, the test 
would ke those who. have suffered most 
in the war. 

Question—That the words prepa to 
be left out be left out (Senator Tuomas’ 
amendment)—put. The Committee di- 
vided. 


Ayes .. BSE mate tS 
Noes .. 3 .. 14 
Majority 00 Se 
AYES. — 
‘Bolton, Lt.-Colonel Reid, M. 
Foll, H. 8. | Senior, W. 
Gardiner, A. - ‘} Thomas, J. 
Keating, J. H. 
Newland, J. Teller: 
Pratten, H. E. ~ tQ’Loghlin, Lt. Colonel 
Noes. 
Fairbairn, G. Needham, E. 
Ferricks, M. A. O'Keefe, D. J. 
Grant, J. Pearce, G. F.. 
Guthrie, R, S. Russell, E. J. 
Guy, J. Shannon, J. W. 
Maughan, W. J. R. 
McDougall, A. Teller: 
Millen, E. D. de Largie, H. 


Question so.resolved in the negative, 
Amendment negatived. 

Clause agreed to. 

Clause 3 agreed to. 

Clause 4— 2 
Section seventy-two of the principal Act is 
amended by omitting sub-sections (3) to (6) 
inclusive and inserting in their stead the fol- 

lowing sub-sections:— 


fs (5) The Minister of a Department or the 
Permanent. Head or Chief Officer thereof may 


require the Department or any part thereof 


to be kept open in the public interest for the 
whole or any portion of a holiday observed in 
pursuance of any of the preceding mhaigshe ne 


and “may | ‘require the a pniadee and service 


“holiday; but in that case that olficer” shall 
be granted an amount equal to a day’s salary 
if a full day’s attendance has been reyuired 
and a proportionate amount if less than a 
full day’s attendance has been required. — 
“t7) The “Regulations ‘may: prescribe— ~— 
ae nee the minimum payment for duty 
Vice we ke Perormed DY any officer on a holi- 
eos ee daar. anid 
Heats a that the performance, by an officer 
ee ~~. on a holiday oveurring on or after 
the first day of July Oné thousand 
nine hundred and eighteen, of duty 
commencing at or -after a pre- 
‘scribed hour of: commencement. or 
terminating at or before a_pre- 
seribed hour of termination, shali 
not be deemed to be the perform- 
ance of duty on a Bape a. 


‘ eur WMcDOUGALL - (N ew South 
Wales) [&. 25].—The clause, as it stands 
t present, es that if any officer ~ 
is brought _ to work for’ 
hour or an “heii on-a_ public holi- — 
day he shall be paid only a pro- 
portionate amount of his day’s. salary. 
Since I spoke. on the second reading I 
have had a communication from a num- 
ber, of Public Service officers, who desire 
hs ‘clause to be put. in to the effect that 
; they shall receive not less than a full | 
day’s pay in such circumstances. I do 


a man is brought. in to work on a public 
holiday he should receive not less than 
e half day’s pay, and if he is working 
“more than half-a-day he should re- 


ove: the half-day’s pay provided 


Senator THOMAS (New South Wales) 
[5.27].—I should like the Minister to ex-. 
plain if, in connexion with this clause, 
he Arbitration ‘Act. will have come into 
force. Suppose a person is working on a 
| - public hohday, must he be Boe in cash, 
or | take time off? ; 


Senator RUSSELL 
President: of the 


(Vietoria—Vice- 
‘Executive Council) 


performed by any officer on a holiday 
‘oay be provided ‘by ‘regulation. 
; honorable senator’s ‘suggestion might’ 
operate in an undesirable manner. A 
elegraph — messenger boy, for instance, 
aight, gore account of 


of .any ‘officer of the Department during that. 


halt-an-_ 


not agree with that, but I beleve that if 


ve _ a ‘proportionate amount over and 


[5.28}.—The minimum payment for duty . 


the. 


a. Tush of 5 


were paid according to. the ter: 
amendment, he might get only | 


u his. holiday. is broken Bia he sl 
get at least 3s. or 4s.) On the other h 
it ron be equally. unfair, if an of 


to £800 or £900 a year, cele 
minimum half a day’s salary if he w 
required to’ work an hour or two on 
holiday. It would be ridiculous to 
pose that a mam in receipt of such salar 
should get half a. day's pay -for a few 
minutes’ service. The. purpose of ‘sub 
clause 7 of this clause is to fix a regul 
scale which will enable us to be generc 
to the lower-paid officers ne fe 
work on holidays. S 


Senator 


Wales) [5. 3}. My ee in no 
affects ene Tlnimum ae 


it quite ee ‘that if an. ee cies is Ree ght 
back on a holiday at all he shall rece 
‘not Jess than Ley a cei are The : 


a full aay S pay in. such cases, but 1 
not prepared” to go so far as that 
-move— Meiat 


That the ‘llowine: words be ‘added t 
clause olay 7 Provided that no Trays 


tp. 33].—Some cate ago, beatae i 
nea of (peers on Court pei 


vern NS, oY ae from one Yepor 
the Post and Telegraph Department 1 
in Queensland alone, during th 
1910, in addition” to ‘the statutor 


“Piblic , ee reg as many ag. 
special holidays were proclaime 
days are proclaimed in variou 
a State.’ In connexion with sho 
opening of railways, the. holding 
pete and ‘so on, and in such 


“official, “employed 
was ee to a 
in lieu of the holiday. 
last, in accordance with the rule, what 
eet known as Separation. ‘Day being “pro- 
claimed a holiday in Queensland, postal 
officials cot their holiday, and if they 
worked on that day were entitled to a day 
_ offinstead. I should like to know from the 

Minister in charge of the Bill whether, 
now that the Arbitration Act is applied 
- £0" Public Service, officers of our. Ser- 


vice are entitled to a day off in lieu of” 


Bo holidays on which they work? 
Senator RUSSELL 


President of.. the - 
ee 36].—There are eight holidays in the 


a ‘Federal Public Services, and are pro- 
_ vided for in awards of the Arbitration 
~~ Court. 
_ holidays proclaimed ‘by a. State Govern- 
ment was found to be objectionable, be- 


cause it- led. in some of the States to offi- 


‘5 Ears receiving ten holidays in. the year 
on and in others receiving sixteen holidays 
in the year. it is felt that the number: 
ae) holidays should be uniform for the 
Commoriwealth Service throughout Aus- 


statutory holidays, it was decided to grant 
four extra days in each of the States. 

. ‘The Arbitration Court awards provide. 
ee for eight holidays. 


"Senator SENIOR. No... 


be Senator: RUSSELL. —My information . 


Pa _is that they do. The four extra holidays 
oy _ granted are known as concession holidays, 

-and- they may be taken in eight. half-holi- 
ee or in four full holidays. The intention. 
of the Bill is that, in respect to the whole 
- twelve holidays,. officers shall be paid for 
service on those days in proportion to the 
time they work, subject to the minimum 
- provided for in sub-clause 7, to protect 
the interests of the lower-paid officers. 


~ Senator Tromas.—lIf a_half holiday 
“were proclaimed in a particular locality to 
-¢elebrate the opening of a ey what 
would happen? 


. “Senator RUSSELL. er half holi- 
Ba: ee might be granted within the local 


» must: ‘not exceed twelve. holidays in all 
daring ee Rises 


( Vicon vies 
_Executive Council) | 


year which are commen to the State and 


The granting in addition of all 


- district, but the holiday time granted 


Me, are striving to 


sot 


on they secure a uniform practice | in | respect of 
day off holidays in all the States. | 
In Dacanber | 


‘Senator Forr.—Does the Asbitration 
Court award apply in the same way to a 
salaried officer as to a man ce by oe 
day? 

Senator RUSSELL. Bag it is” aynie 
form in its application. To every man 
coming under it—to a professional officer — 
receiving as much as £800 a day as. well 


as to a man in receipt of a wage of = 


nate GRANT (New ‘South: Wales 
[5.42].—Senator McDougall’s amend-- 
ment does not go far enough, and I want 


an opportunity to submit an amendment _ 


to sub-clause 5, to, provide that the pay 
granted im respect of holidays shall be 
an amount equal to not less than half-a- 
day’s pay where half a day or less is 
worked; a full day’s pay where more than 
half a.day and:less than a full day, or a 
full day, is worked; and where more than 
a full day.is worked the extra time to Me 
paid for, S 

The CHATRMAN (Senator Shannon); : 
—That amendment cannot. be moved un-_ 


‘ ‘ less Senator McDougall temporarily with- 
tralia, and so, in addition to the eight 


draws the amendment he has submitted. 


Senator GRANT, — Will Sapien 
McDougall temporarily withdraw his 
amendment to enable me to submit | Roe 
one I have indicated. ee 
Senator McDoveatr.—No. Os 
Senator GRANT.—I am Sorry ‘dae cs : 


honorable senator is not prepared to do 
so. . His amendment does not £0). far 
‘enough, and does not meet the views of — 
the public servants. 


It might be sug- 
gested that if an officer attends his office | 


for an hour or two on a holiday he is — 


adequately paid if he is paid a ‘propor- 
tionate amount for his actual lost time. — 
But it has to be remembered that if a 


man has to attend his office in. the morn- 


ing, his holiday is destroyed. In the cir- 
cumstances, it is only fair that he should 
be paid at ‘Teast. half-a- day’s pay, and, in 


my opinion, he should receive a full day’ ‘3 


pay. What I propose would not inter- 
fere with the proposed power of oe 
Public Service Commissioner to pass a 
regulation fixing a minimum pay for 
those who are not recekiig a ake wage. 


Fix 
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It is not wise to leave too much to the 
Commissioner. It is much better to have 


in the Bill a provision which will give a 


clear and distinct understanding to every 


one concerned than to leave it to the 
Commissioner, who may put through one 


regulation to-day and a few days later 
send abroad another modifying or re- 
pealing the first. We have had too much 
of that sort of thing under the War Pre- 
cautions Act, the Unlawful Associations 
Act, and fis Defence Act, and no one 
eee where he is so far as thoes Statutes 
are concerned. 


Senator SENIOR (South Australia) 
{5.47,|.—On looking up the matter of 
holidays, I find from the report of the 
Federal Arbitration Court, in the cases 
of the Commonwealth Post and Telegraph 
Association, the Federated 
Public Service Assistants Association, 
As- 
sociation against the Public Service Com- 
missioner and others, heard in 1916, that 
the following claim was made:— 


Members of the claimant organization shall 
be entitled to the following holidays, or any 


days prescribed under the law of any State to 
be observed in lien thereof— : 


(a) New Year’s Day, Foundation or Anni- 


versarv Day (26th January), Christ- © 
Day and the following day, 


mas 
Good Friday and_ the following 
Saturday and Monday, King’s Birth- 
day, Eieht Hours Day, Prince of 
Wales’ Birthday, and bank holiday. 
oY. Any day proclaimed by the Governor- 
c General or required by any Act to 
be observed in lieu of any of the 
said days. 

(c, Any day or part of'a day appointed 
or proclaimed under the law of a 
State as a public holidav or bank 
holidav or half-holiday throughout 

such State or part of such State. 


The Fight Hours day has since been re- 
moved from that list. 
of holiday overtime, the claim was— 


For all time on duty on holidays. members 
of the claimant organization shall be paid at 
the rate of double time. 


(a) If a member is required to perform 
any dutv on.a holiday, he shall be 
paid half-a-day’s pay at the rate of 

. double time. 


(b) If a member is required to perform 
any duty on a holiday, and the time 
of such duty exceeds three (3) hours, 
but does not exceed the number of 
hours prescribed for ordinary daily 
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ae he shall be ata a full doe 
pay at the rate of double time. 

(c) If a member is required to perform 
any duty on a holiday, and the time 
of duty exceeds the number of hours 
prescribed for ordinary daily duty, 
he shall be paid at.the rate of ~~ 
double holiday overtime for every 
such hour, and/or part of an hour 
in excess thereof. 

(d) For the purpose of computing holi- — 
day overtime a day’s pay shall mean 
one three hundred and thirteenths : 
of annual salary. —_ 


That has been made fairly general. 
award contained the following :— 


‘As in other awards lately made, I do not 
propose to make, for any association, any 
award inconsistent with the declaration of | 
Parliament Jast year as to holidays, after — 
awards had been made by this Court, I also ~ 
think it only fair that all public servants — 
ought to be treated alike, and that there should 
be Federal holidays only for Federal servants. 


The 


There was au appeal against the award, 
as to both overtime and holidays. <A 
definite pronouncement has only lately : 
been given as to what constitutes Sunday 09 
duty, in the following terms :— be 


(a) Sunday duty shall stand alone for the 
iB purpose of payment, and shall not be — 
considered in conjunction. with a 
- holiday occurring on the Saturday 
“preceding or on ‘the Monday follow- 
ing a Sunday. 
(ob) Duty» performed under scheduled 
duties terminating at 2 a.m. or 
» earlier on Sunday shall not be recog- 
nised for the purpose of special Sun- 
day payment unless the officer ines 
be required to perform other GUL: 
on the same Sunday. a 
(c) Duty performed under scheduled duties ae 
commencing at 10 p.m. or later on 
Sunday shall not be recognised for 
the purpose of special Sunday pay- <8 
ment unless the officer has been re- ~— 
quired to perform other duty on the © 
same Sunday. ae 
(d) Subject to sub-paragraphs (b) and 
(c) above Sunday pay shall be 
granted for any scheduled duty pef- 
formed between midnight on Satur- — 
day and midnight on Sunday. 


If honorable senators look at sub-clause 5 _ 
of the clause now before the Committee, 
they will see that by this Bill the Go 
vernment are endeavouring to contract 
themselves out of the obligations of an 
Arbitration Court award. We are hard 
upon the man who will not obey an arbi- — 
tration award, and should be ~ equal Oe 
severe on a Government that tries 


ne contract itself out of it. 


--vernment over the servant. 
an appeal to the Court, in which the Go- 


ste 


— 


; 


i a) 


There cannot be 
one code of honesty for the servant under 
the Government, and another for the Go- 
There was 


vernment and the employees were repre- 

sented, and an award was given, but the 

decision has not been obeyed.” Now the 

Government are trying to avoid paying 

the public servants what is due to them 
under that award. It is very dangerous 

for Ministers to ask Parliament to go be- 

hind the terms of an award, and to lift 
the Government above the necessity of 

observing it : 

~ Question — That the words proposed 


to be inserted be inserted (Senator 
McDouaatt’s amendment)—put. The 
Committee divided. 
pA Ayes: ee wo 20 
Noes... oe ted 
- (Majority .. Lo 
AYES. é 
_ Barker, 8S. McDougall, A. 
Barnes, J. Needham, E. 


_ Bolton, Lt.-Colonel . 


Ss 


Newland, J. 


Buzacott, R. O’Loghlin, , Lt.-Colonel 


Earle, J. Pratten, H. E. 

Ferricks, M. A, Reid, M. 

Foll, H. S. Senior, W. 

Gardiner, A. Thomas, J. 

Guy, J. 

Keating, J. H. Teller 

Maughan, W. J. R. Grant, J 
NOES 


Fairbairn, G. 
Millen, E. D, 
Pearce, G. F. Teller: 

Rowell, Colonel — de Largie, H. x 


Question so resolved in the affirmative. 

Amendment agreed to. 

Senator RUSSELL (Victoria — Vice- 
President of the Executive Council) [6.0]. 


Shannon, J, W. 


-—I. move— 


ails 


“ 
iS * 7 
- * 


es 
rl A 
0 ann Nie 
2 
ee Ts 


habe 


_ That the following words be added to the 
clause :—‘‘ This section shall not commence 
until after the first day of»January, 1919.” 
That is to say, it will not touch the ap- 
proaching Christmas holidays in any 
shape or form. 

Senator SENIOR (South Australia) 
[6.2].—I do not like this clause at all. 
It is vicious in principle. I cannot use 
any word which will better describe it. 
It is an attempt to get entirely behind 
a decision of the Arbitration Court, and 
by an Act of Parliament to set that deci- 
sion at nought. I think that the Bill 
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should be referred back to the Minister 
in order that he may bring its provisions 
into conformity with the decision of the 
Arbitration Court. If I am compelled 
to vote upon the clause, I shall vote 
against it. 


‘Senator McDOUGALL (New South 
Wales) [6.5].—In speaking upon the 
motion for the second reading of this 
measure I said it was a simple little 
measure which had a sting in its tail. 
This is where the sting comes in. As 
late as the 16th December last, Mr. Jus- — 
tice Powers, in the case of the Letter 
Carriers Association versus the Publie 
Service Commissioner, spoke of this mea- 
sure as follows :— se 

It appears by the Bill that has been sub- 
mitted to. me that the Government intend to 
ask Parliament to get rid of my adverse de- 
cision on the application made by it to this 
Court, and it will also have the effect, if 
passed, of preventing the organization from 


proceeding with an action at present pending 
in the High Court. ae 


This clause has had the effect of causing — 
litigation between an industrial union 
Commonwealth to be aban- 
It is an attempt to usurp 
the functions of the Arbitration 
Court, which has been duly con- 
stituted by Parliament. The learned 
Judge whom I have quoted held that the 


doned. 


Letter Carriers Association would be pre- 


vented from proceeding with the action 


‘it had instituted in the High Court if this — 


Bill were carried, and that it would thus 
interfere with the course of justice. In 
my opinion, the words used by Mr. Jus-— 
tice Powers aptly descrite the position. — 
The Bill has been brought forward for 
one purpose, and one purpose only, 
namely, to strangle the award of the 
Arbitration Court, and to defeat the 
course of justice. I shall do my best 
to have this clause deleted; because ‘it is 
designed to defeat the legal action which 
has been instituted by the Public Service 
Association. ae 
Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—Vice- 
President ‘of the Executive Council) 
[6.8].—This Bill deals principally with 
the question of holidays. The clause 


dealing with the question which has 
been touched upon by Senators Senior — 


tend dropping from the. Bill. 
tration Court will then be left unfettered 


‘Senator Senior has referred to 
eases in which holidays, in addition to 
the statutory holidays, are granted. 
_ Now, if a Commonwealth officer in New 
ae ‘South Wales is entitled to thirteen holi- 
days, obviously a Commonwealth officer 
in Tasmania ought to be entitled to the 
game number. Similarly, if an officer in 
_ Victoria receives twelve holidays during 
the year, an officer in New South Wales 
should get an equal number: Under our 
Public Service Act, officers receive twelve 
holidays a year in addition to three weeks’ 
annual leave. That is to say, they get 
one full day out of every ten for com- 


he 


they get two full days out of every ten. . 


Wales) ‘6. re this clause distinctly 
says 


' This ‘section shall have effect notwithstand- 


Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and Arbi- 
tration under he si rhisre Gon (Public aie 
| Act 1911. 


That | provision covers the whole of the sec- 
tion in the principal Act. 
‘Senator Russett.—No. 
Senator McDOU GALL. Miceo med 4 “of 


the Bill provides— 


by omitting sub-sections 3 to 6 inclusive, and 
Inserting in ee stead the following - sub- 
Sector a 
ma y opinion. that provision refers to 
ihe. whole section of the Act. Tt simply 
cans that the Arbitration Court can- 
not make -an award in connexion with 
holidays, — 


of awards to make the holidays uniform- 
‘Senator — McDOUGALL.—I | take it 
that it covers the whole of the section in 


: tration Court fren adjudicating, 


under 
the 


provisions of the Arbitration. (Public 


eontained in sub- sections 3t 

Act. *) | 

ae ‘Senator NEWLAND ( South Meas 

; [6.121. —I am very jealous of the rights, 
privileges, and awards of the Arbitration 

z ae t owe oN pnt PORE Very, - 


- Senator Russet. tts is a, eoablidn Hie 


the principal Act, and prevents the Arbi- 


nd ea is dais 5: which: ae fe ‘ 
The Arbi- » 


f 


plete rest, and if we include Sundays — 


“Senator McDOUGALL (New. South 


ing” the provisions of any award made by the . 


\ te 


‘Section 72 of the peacpal Act is mended 


ary to. ee aot that ds 


echsee ae inquiries. | 


LOA as 0 not understand the exc pe 


lie 
in arbitration. I stand fer arbitrati 

preference to direct action or any 01 
method of remedying the wrongs o 
people. For that reason I am anx 
to avoid-doing anything to interfere wit 

an award of the Arbitration Court. TI 
confess that I do. not understand v 
will be ie: full ee eet tce: se clau 


vice Association is given every ‘oppo u 
nity of erseee and | eee eer Be 


athe senators fortify me in ae 
Therefore, I do not intend that my v« 
shall give the Government the power 1] h 
seek, If we are going. to. do. fea: 


ner. : * 


Senator RUSSELL (Victoria — y 
President of the Executive Cou 
tion which is being taken to the pro ision : 
under discussion. In the Edueation 


of this State the authorities do not ne es 


the compulsory ages of attendance. Take 
-also the Factories Acts of Victoria. The: 


- 


Service) Act 1911, on nine that is 
6 of that 


not allowed to work more than a sth 
’ lated . number of hours. 


and. sautentien. conditions. Regulati 
governing those matters are par 


sarily leave it to regulations to set 


ig A 
are certain trades in which employees : 
‘There are. 


visions, also, for the observation of. hes 


con ee law. © The Laay ts 


Tae for ae 


Public Service. holida ys 
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Lethe 


yublie’ Rela in that State. ‘In Queens- 
land, public servants are given ‘sixteen 
paid holidays in a year. The Govern- 


‘ment cannot justify granting public ser-_ 


vants in one State sixteen holidays on full 
‘pay and those in another State only ten. 
_ Therefore, an average has been arrived at. 
In only one State will there be a redue- 
oe tion in number, whereas in all the other 
States Federal public servants will secure 
- an increase. It is a compromise in the 
- interests of uniformity. a 3 
~ Senator McDoveart —There is no Te 


want is called in to work on the morning 
f a general holiday, then, according to 
Senator McDougall’s amendment, if he 


believe in that principle, and I am sure 
_ that the Commissioner would be prepared 
ete adopt it. 


ployee will receive his ordinary wage for 


xia 


be, given a half-day’s pay. 
| Re Beuatis «, MoDoveatr. The. 


es 


he has said that, these employees will 'ré- 
sake double pay, and ‘there is no refer- 


- OP Seig SRUSSEIL If. 2s man te 


 eeives 10s. on the basis of an ordinary 
working day, and he is paid for working. 


me pee tay a sum equal to one day’s 


Senator SENIOR (South Australia) 
ne 16. 91]. —The provision regarding public 


‘ “holidays was brought forward by Mr. Jus- 
_ tice Powers; the award was given on the 
* 15th: June, "1915. In South. Australia 
- there are nine general holidays through- 
out the “year, and three others—making 
twelve in all. 


- he State, is F owndation Day, namely, 
hs December. .: Another such is the 
essi0n ere : 


m jenstre provides. for the. ‘recognition Of. 4 Ans soa Neate here | is y a 


ference to double pagan the ‘Bill or in 
my amendment. .. « A: 


Senator RUSSELL. ear. a ee ser- 


has worked two “hours, he must be paid 
s though he had done four hours’ work. | 


Under Senator McDougall’s 
amendment, en a public holiday an em- 
: - - “justified in limitings the number of hol 
2 a day’s work, Then, if he is called in for 
ne duty, and works for two hours, he will: 


. Minister 
should say. that an employee will receive 


extra. pay for working on ‘holidays; but that settlement. 


go to the Arbitration Court. 


One of the nine “public: 
lidays, which is celebrated throughout 


now available, and the one will be paic 
‘That, naturally, | ae 


Prince of Wales’ Birthday, too. There 
are now outstanding five such general — 


holidays, for which payment has been 


claimed and refused. Three of those days — 
have reference to the year. 1916, and the © 
other two occurred in 147. Several — 
thousand pounds in wages are unpaid 
and the Arbitration Court has said tha 
that amount should be paid. It cannot 
be reasoned by the Minister that ney 
clause will cover that situation. The 
clause is clearly defined—although E 2 
not accuse the Government of so intend- — 
ing-—to get behind the award of the Arbi- 
tration Court. I would like to see sub-— . 
clauses 5, 6, and 7 left out. That would 

then throw the whole position back upon 


the awards of the Arbitration Court, both 


as to payments and direct holidays. Wa 
have not asked the Government for this 
Bill. This clause is calculated to over- 
ride the decisions of the Arbitration — 
Court with regard to- payment of oe 
servants who are called upon to Bes on 
public holidays. ey: : 

Senator Eartz.—The Govenmmen. ar 


days. : a 

Senator SENIOR.—I grant he toe) 
Court has distinetly specified what shall 
be public holidays. If I appeal to a 
Court to settle a dispute, I must abide by 
J¢ must not be forgotten — 
that 1t was not the employees who Gesirad 
to go.into the Arbitration Court, but that 


they were practically ‘forced there. The — 
Public Service Commissioner told them to 


Sitting suspended from 6.80 ie g ie 
Progress eed | 


BONUS LO. PARLTAMEN' TARY 
SERVANTS oe | 


The PRESIDENT (Senator. the Bek : 
T. Givens).—I desire to’ state, for the 
information of the Senate, and in repli 
to a question asked by Senator Earle to- 
day, that I have received an intimation _ 
from the Treasury that the-money asked — 

for for the payment of a bonus to “the 
lower-paid servants of the Parliament is 
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against the breath of any scandal 


Nie 


es te Te Naa a a le 
FD i es + Z 


Naval and 
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daniel Administration. 


NAVAL AND DEFENCE 
ADMINISTRATION. 


Report or Royvau-ComMMISSION : 
PURCHASE OF SHAW WIRELESS WoRrKS. 


Debate resumed from 11th December 


| (vide page 9027), on motion by Senator 


MiLtLEN— = ® 
That the paper be printed. 
Senator GARDINER (New South 


Wales) [8.2].—I suppose, Mr. President, 
that I have to thank the Government for 
giving me this opportunity of speaking 
on this very important question. If any 
honorable senator thinks that I am going 
to offer any defence of myself, because my 
name happened to be mentioned in con- 


- yversation in connexion with this business, 
he will be grievously disappointed. 


I am 
perfectly satisfied, from the manner in 
which my name has been mentioned, that 
my long career in the public life of this 
country will prove a sufficient ted 

u 
there is something very much more im- 
portant than any breath of scandal as 
coneerns me or any public men. We 
have to deal with the report of the Com- 
mission. I venture to say that that re- 
port is a most extraordinary one, not only 


as to the subject-matter, but as to the 


manner in which evidence was collected, 
and, what is worse than all, the bringing 
in of a finding absolutely against the 
weight of evidence. 

In the course of my address I shail 
make frequent quotations from the evi- 
dence, and if I weary honorable senators 
I would like them to understand that 


_ since the report was placed in my hands 


I have been working on it for more than 
the customary eight hours a day, and yet 
I have not found time to read all the re- 
ports and all the exhibits brought before 
the Commission; and, as I have not had 
time to digest them all, it is possible that 


my address will be more lengthy than 


otherwise would have been the case, be- 
cause, In order to place the position be- 
fore the Senate, I shall be compelled to 
give the facts, not in my own words, 
but by reference to exhibits, evidence, 
and statements made before the Com- 
mission. 

Why am I called upon to speak? I 
have said that this was a most extraor- 
peee Commission, and I venture to say 


\ 


that I am addressing the Senate on ie . 
most extraordinary situation that has — 
ever arisen with regard to Governments — 
in this country. The Commission’s re- 
port is, in effect, a vote of censure on the 
first Hughes Administration absolutely, 
and it appears to me that no one is left to 
defend that Government but myself. 
Senator Pearce was good enough to-day 
to make an explanation concerning the 
conversation that took place between him- 
self and Mr. Jensen. With regard to — 
that conversation, all_J. want to say is 
that if Mr. Jensen is called upon to leave 
the Government because-of the Commis- 
sion’s report, so is Senator Pearce, so 18 
Senator Russell, and so is Mr. Hughes, 
for the simple reason that the purchase of - 
the Shaw Wireless Works was as much @ 
business transaction of the Government as 

a business transaction carried out by. Mr. 
Jensen. 

But I am not here as' Mr. Jensen’s de- — 
fender. He may defend himself. I am 
here to-night as the defender of the action | 
of the Government in purchasing the 
Shaw wireless plant, and never did I ap- 
proach a question with as much misgiving — 
of my own powers as I do on this oc- 
casion. I feel like a man who is passing 
through a horrid nightmare, seeing 
danger and frantically’ but era, trying, | 
to raise an alarm, I would like honorable — 
senators, if possible, to see the question as” 

I see it, but I feel that my own powers ~ 
are not sufficiently strong to make them 
realize the gravity of the situation. = 

What is it that I am called upon to do? — 
Let me begin at the beginning.. The Com- _ 
mission was appointed by His. Excellency — 
the Governor-General, as representative — 
of His Majesty the King. T wish to put 
the whole of the Commission on record, 
as follows := 

; Commonwealth of Australia 
GroRGE THE FirtH, by the Grace of God, of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland and of the British Dominions be- 


yond the Seas King, Defender of the Faith, per 
Emperor of India: rv 


ae 


To our trusty and well beloved ae es er 
William George MeBeath (Cha 1 ae 
James Chalmers. Be! 
Frank A. 'Verco. see 


Greeting: 


Patent, issued in Our name by Our coer | 
General of Our Commonwealth of Australia, ie “i 


its By His Excellency’s Command, 


Naval and [19 DECEMBER, AGES. Defence Administration. 


acting with the advice of Our Federal Executive 
Council, and in pursuance of the Constitution 


of Our said Commonwealth, the Royal Com- 
missions Act 1902-12, and all other powers him 


thereunto enabling, appoint you to be Commis- 


_ sioners to inquire into and report upon the fol- 
_ lowing matters in connexion with the Depart- 


ments of Defence and Navy :— 
(a) Business administration generally, in 
eluding contracts and supplies. 
(b) Accounting and paying systems. 
(c) Industrial establishments. 
(d) Relations with the Department of the 
Treasury and the Auditor-General. 
And we require you, with as little delay as 
possible, to report to Our Governor-General in 
and over Our said Commonwealth the result of 


_ your inquiries into the matters intrusted to you 
_ by these Our Letters Patent: 


In testimony whereof We have caused these 
Our Letters to be made Patent and the seal of 


~ Our said Commonwealth to be thereunto affixed. 


Witness Our Right Trusty and Well-beloved 
Sir Ronald Craufurd Munro Ferguson, 

a Member of His Majesty’s Most Hon- 
orable Privy Council, Knight Grand 
Cross of the Most Distinguished Order 


of Saint Michael and Saint George,’ 


Governor-General and Commander-in- 
Chief of the Commonwealth of Aus- 
tralia, this second day of July,-in tHe 
year of Our Lord One thousand nine 
hundred and seventeen, and in tie 
eighth year of Our reign. 


R. M. FEerauson, 
Governor-General. 


-W. M. Huaues. 


Prime Minister’s Department, ’ 
¢ . 20th February, 1918. 
RESIGNATION OF A Royal COMMISSIONER. 


His Excellency the Governor-General, in 
Council has been pleased to accept the resigna- 
tion of James Chalmers, Esquire, of his appoint- 
ment as one of the Commissioners to inquire 
into and report upon certain matters in con- 
nexion with the Departments of Defence and 
Navy. 

. W. M. Hucuss, 
Prime Minister. 


APPOINTMENT OF A ROYAL COMMISSIONER, 


His Exceltency the Governor-General in 
Council has appointed the Honorable Patrick 
Thomson Taylor to be a Member of the Com- 
mission appointed on the 2nd July, 1917, to 
inquire into and report upon certain matters in 
connexion with the Departments of Defence 


and Navy (vice James Chalmers, Esquire, re-. 


signed). 
W. M. Hvucues, 
Prime Minister. 


_- _+T have read the Commission for the 
B8 


special purpose of reminding honorable 
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senators what the Commissioners were 


asked to do, and I say that the manner in 


which the evidence was taken is ealeu- 


lated to bring His Majesty’s Commission 


into disrepute and ridicule. They took 
evidence in a way absolutely abhorrent to 
our sense of British justice, and they re- 


ported absolutely contrary to the weight 
of evidence brought before them. I have — 


inquired, as far as my limited powers 
would enable me, into the character of 
the Commission. 


find nothing as regards the standing and 
character of the men about which I can 
complain, and I do not complain. 
as regards the manner in which the duty 
intrusted.to them was discharged, I do 
complain, though I cannot hold the Go- 
vernment responsible for that, unless they 


make themselves responsible by adopting 


the report. 


What is their report? I venture to 
say that the report has created in the 


minds of honorable senatots, and in the 
‘minds of the general publicy the impres- 
sion that the Hughes Government pur- 
Shaw wireless works for | 


chased the 
£55,000 when it might have ‘been pur- 
chased for £25,000, the option held over 
it by Sir Rupert Clarke. My task to- 
night 1s to show, not from statements of 


But. 


I hold the Government 
responsible for their appointment. I can — 


my own, but from evidence given before 


the Commission, not only that £55,000 


was a fair price, and this a good busi- 
ness transaction, but that in making 
the purchase on those’ terms 
Government secured a real bargain. I 
realize, however, that greater ability than 
I possess would be required to dispel the 


impression which has been created in the 
senators and the 


minds of honorable 
general public that a huge price was paid 
for an inferior business concern. 
am going to tackle the task, and, as I 
have already told honorable senators, I 
shall bring no evidence to bear except 
facts which were in possession of the 
Commissioners when they arrived at their 


Butt 


the | 


finding, as set out in the report laid on 


the table of the Senate. 
The Government have taken drastic 


= 


action with regard to this report, and I 


am entitled to assume that in arriving at 


t 


ir decision he Government omni we 
Ls the Commissioners found in aceord- 


_ My al 1s to 


ce in a way at was quite unwar- 
“Te ited, and brought in a verdict—because 
it is a verdict, whether they pretend it is 
‘or not—against the weight of. evidence, 
and inflicted punishment on some people 
in this: community. — 
the question of the price. » 
volume of evidence before the Commis- 
sion. Shall I be guessing too much if I 


say that not one member of the Ministry - 


has read the exhibits placed before that 
body? Of course, Ministers may contra- 


dict me if they wish, but I venture to say 


‘that no man could go through those ex- 
hibits, in conjunction with the evidence, 
without coming to the same conclusion 
that r have. come to. Why the Commis- 


evidence I do not know. 
done so I shall endeavour to prove. I 
assert that there were before this Com- 
mission three men well qualified to ats 


= eae ‘and not a ie ee fe 
Radi Yommander Cresswell, a man 


Tt is not necessary for me to 


ead ee as honorable ‘senators may 


ead them for thentselves. These three 


rire high we purchased for £55,000 
Mat (£63. ,000. I fail, therefore, to see 


ress of. this shea mde should 


‘the. Government. 


Now, let me take. 
There was a. 


That they have 


ment, tools, 


Apalifications are recited in the 


YY weve ae tthe: powers of the 


mission, and, perhaps, it will-be in orc 
now if-I Sos the letters from Archib 
Shaw putting forth the proposition 
ee are 


ters— 


Sir, 
casting and Giselees ae uraeie ApNi an 
recently one of the most up-to-date shell ties 
tories has been added, ae a cost of £4. 500. 


establishing oss works, and I may also poi 


out that the whole of the machinery is in fi Ee 


class order, carrying a full staff, and therefore - 
I present the proposition to you as & come 
and well-organized going concern. ‘ : 
bratatecs (xi tce be By ARCHIBALD: SHAW. 
(Melbourne, ay ara 1916.) 


Dent Sir, : 
As requested, I fae Bees in. “fo 
ing inclosed a complete inventory of the eqi 
plant, workshops, land, houses, 
and stocks. ‘of the business: aa the Shaw. W on 
less Co. 


‘Eatract from I eens 


To empires tools £11. 390. 5 
Patterns | vs Mare of be Ban 
Drawings §i< ** si ae 
Special caivmeet for saline 

1S 1 Ao, shell -. ee se 


have ene their eres of 2 ic 
at which these works could be Pete ied 


him that. is. thought he had a ‘wood chaare 
selling the works to the Government, and as 
for, and on the 15th May, 1916, obtained, 
option of purchase of the Sopa F, inte 
for 25,000, 


Batended Option of Purchase. —On ve 
June, 1916—as a result of a conversati 
Engineer- Rear-Admiral. Clarkson—the 
ter wired to Father Shaw. ceepsie ch him w 
he-— : 

Had authority to Aiepons. of. the #4 
buildings, and plant on behal of 
company ‘before the Be ar ; in 
_ the expense of 


goat 


follewtae’ Ray forwarded a “copy. eof ae ex- 
tension to the Minister. The correspondence 
- was placed on the official file, but no laquiey. : 
= aa made as to the amount of the option. 
I cannot pass the option without. com- 
menting upon it. There are members 
of the Senate who believe that the 
amount stated in the option represented | 
the whole value of the Shaw wireless 
plant... , 


Senator Earte, = Surely not. 


: Senator Barker.—There “its are 
os sonte. who believe that. 


“Senator GARDINER.—1. hope that. 
Ae Cy a senators. will permit me to put 
‘My own. case. There are numbers of the. 
outside public, thanks to. the big. head- 
lining of me press, who absolutely be- 
lieve that. | One man said to me, “ How 
do you. propose to defend buying for 
‘£55,000 a plant that was © worth 
£25,000.” I am going to show now 
what the option meant. Father Shaw 
_ had a mortgage of £25,000 with a cer- 
tain bank.. He had put, not only years 
ae of labour, but his hard earnings into this, 
: _ Finding that he could not Beh | 
penny from~ the bank, he: 
Gecieed to get Sir Rupert Clarke to 
relieve him of his difficulties by giving 
his name to the bank, and, in return for 
an advance of £27,000, Sir Rupert Clarke 
received certain . shares in the wireless 
works and a mortgage over a. eertain 
part. of the property in the plant at the 
particular time when the deal was com- 
~ pleted. Of course; I can only get my 
_ figures from the report of the Commis- 
-sion. When Father Shaw ey dis-'- 
~ posed of his plant, he paid Sir Rupert 
- Clarke’s solicitors £25,000; he paid to 
- Peters and Company, awho had stores on’ - 
which they had a hold in the plant, 
£7,000, and he paid to the Londén Bank 
ok 900° for the mortgage they held over 
the title’ deeds and houses which weré 
= included in the Clarke mortgage. 
yy ve mortgages against Father Shaw on 
the plant amounted, approximately, to 
‘£37, 000. 
a7 & am cor going to talk about business 
1en. - Because I am a Labour man 
some persons may ask, ‘‘ What can a 
sabour man know about business?”” = I 
now ‘this much about it, and it is that 
are very few: men in ee Fetheinont 
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ers, 


or ieiheee who ean pet £37 000. frome 
business’ people in this country unless 
they have a property worth © at ‘toad 
-£55,000.. I can appeal to business men — 
to say whether that is not a sound nf ae 
position.. Ifa test of the value of the. 
Shaw Wireless Works were: required, a 
was already provided in the fact that the | 
money lent upon it amounted to £37,000. 
-I. am slowly clearing away the mists 
that have been created to okseure this 
business transaction. The extracts given 
in the report of Father Shaw’s bus. ine oe 
show that there were mortgages amcunt- - 
ing to £37,000 over the Property which - 
we purchased.. This property was valued 
as carefully as. any property ever pur- 
chased by any one. Honorable senators 
can see the evidence given before Gee 
Royal Commission, and they will find — 
that the Commissioners report that no . 
valuation of the stores was made and 
that some £13,000 worth of obsolete 
-stores -were there. A most careful valua- ee 
tion of plant and stores was made by 
-three persons, and after that valuation had — 
been made they examined the stock-sheets — 
and took stock of the whole property. 
Their stock-taking revealed the fact, and 
the evidence proves it, that the stocks. : 
were not of the value estimated, Du Z 
exceeded it by some £500. There was 
a valuation of the stock, I will not e 
say by Sydney’s most competent valuer, — 
but by one of the most prominent and 
competent business men in Sydney, Mr. 
Ross.| There. was a valuation and. esti i 
mate of the stock and plant by Mr. 
Cornwell, and there was a check of We | 
valuation of Mr. Ross by a departmental 
officer, Commander Cresswell. ey 


_ Defence A deeanacn 


an 


Let us see how it is possible to thease 
doubt on all those valuations. We might 
assume that they were not to be trusted, _ 
It is said that Mr: Ross had a conver- os 
sation with Father Shaw. before he valued — 
the works. We might assume that Cress- 
well was not to be trusted, or that Corn- 
well was not to be trusted. We might 
assume that Mr. Thomas, the Chief Ac- 
countant. who ae ad Commander ie 
- Cresswell to make out his report, was not 
to be trusted. We might assume that 
the members of the Ministry who dealt & 
with the matter were not to be trusted, 
and if we got 80 ape we might assume ‘ 
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that this was a dishonest transaction. 
But have we reached the stage at which 
we can assume so much without evidence? 
The press has assumed it. The Commis- 
sioners have assumed it, and the public, 
- misinformed, have assumed it. But it is 
still quite contrary to the fact. I will 
read here a reference to the appointment 
of Mr. Ross as valuer. These are the 
Commissioners’ words— 

A valuation of the machinery and plant at 
the works was obtained by the Minister from 
Mr. H. E. Ross, of the firm of Messrs. Ross and 
Rowe, architects and engineers, Sydney. Mr. 
Ross was selected for this purpose in the fol- 
lowing manner:—Father Shaw (to whom Mr. 
Ross was a stranger) asked him to visit the 
works, and on his arrival there Father Shaw 
inquired whether he would be prepared to act 
as valuer as between Father Shaw and the De- 
partment. Mr. Ross said that he would. 
Father Shaw later mentioned Mr. Ross’ name 
to the Minister as a suitable valuer. The 
Minister put himself into communication with 
the Minister for Lands of New South Wales 
(the Hon. W. G. Ashford), inquiring as to the 
suitability and reliability of Mr. Ross to re- 
present the Navy Department, and Mr. Ash- 
ford strongly recommended him. 


The whole interview between Mr. 
and Father Shaw, as stated in the 
evidence of Mr. Ross, lasted a minute 
and a half. . Father Shaw asked him if 
he would act as valuer between the two, 
and he agreed to do so. We must assume 
that Ross was not an honorable and 
straightforward man in making his valua- 
tion before we can say that there is any- 
thing wrong with it. I am borne out by 
the Commissioners’ report when I assume 
that Mr. Ross’ reputation in his particu- 
lar line stands ‘as high as that of any 
other man in Sydney, and that a conver- 
sation of a minute and a half with Father 
Shaw was not calculated to corrupt him. 
Is that a fair assumption ? 
deny that it is. 


Before referring to Mr. Ross’ re- 


port, I want to say this in regard 
to it. He was closely examined upon 
it by the Commission, and the ex- 


amination not only vindicated his report, 
but, tested by the keenness of an expert 
- barrister and three capable business men, 
_ when he left the box so satisfactory was 
his examination that they never saw 
occasion to recall him. Here is Mr. 
- Ross’ report, and when honorable sena- 
tors censure the Government—hecause’ I 


Senator Gardiner. | 


Ross. 


No one will 


am speaking of the Government who — 
made this deal—for making a bad deal, — 
I think they should have before them the 
documents which were before us as mMem- — 
bers of that Government, whilst added to 
the information supplied in those docu- 
ments was our knowledge, which I venture 
to say would compare favorably with the 
knowledge of the Commissioners who were 
reporting upon this matter two you 
after the transaction occurred. There — 
was our own knowledge, not only of the 
plant and machinery in a well-equipped — 
concern, but also the conditions that — 
threatened to overwhelm the Govern- — 
ment in keeping things going so far as 
Australia’s share in the war at chats 
period was concerned. Here is Mr. Ross’ 
valuation which we had before us— 


Equitable Buildings, 
Sydney, 12th July, it a ; 


The Naval Secretary, Melbourne. 


VALUATION oF SHAW WIRELESS PLANT AT me : 
RANDWICK, SYDNEY. : ; i 


‘Dear Sir, 


I have to report to you that I have ‘averalty 
examined the whole of the plant and machinery 
of these works, and have valued the same a 
according to the schedule given hereunder. 
Buildings and land are not included. The ~ 
valuation has been made as for a sition 
ing concern in complete going order. 

The plant and equipment, in respect of its. 
manufacturing aspect, I have dealt with in 
close detail. 

In respect of the wireless equipment, instal- 
lation, and instruments, I have been more par- — 
ticularly associated with Lieutenant Cresswell, 
who has viewed my figures during compilation — 
in this particular section, and in addition to — 
this, he has generally attended upon the vatiaela ss 
tion, inspecting with me each machine and a ad 
equipment in succession. Be 

With regard to the machine tools and shane 4 
equipment, I have put my own valuation upon — 
each item of these; but, in respect of the store — ee 
stock, any count or examination in close detail, 
of course, would be impossible; : 


= 
.— 


valuation has Boe 
been taken as per stock-sheets as taken as at 
3lst May, 1916, and as forwarded to me by 
you. ‘I have, however, checked throughout this © 
list the values at intervals, and find, in “a 
case, the values stated are fairly represente i. 
As is usual in matters of this kind, the 7 
values I have given are added together into Ba 
groups, as my instructions have not been to 
give detail of each machine or tool;. indeotaay Ra by 
the case of portion of the equipment y where, 


for instance, in die tools, there are n ee ae 
tly im-— 


400 tools pire this would be: ys oe’ 
possible feenaina ele 


4 


~ Naval ab 


‘The valuation of minor equipment, however, 
has been taken in such cases only after examin- 
ing practically the whole of the tools com: 
prised in groups and computing an average 
group value. But, in case of the machines, 
by the close examination of each individual 


a machine. 


valuation is only £46.000. 
houses, 
eluded in that valuation, as is shown by 


‘The whole manufacturing plant is in very 


~ excellent condition, not more than three ma- 


chines are showing signs of wear, and in this 
case the tools are such as accuracy is not called 


_for or necessary. 


The plant is, moreover, complete, and has 
no obsolete or ineffective units, the machines 
being in each case, almost without exception, 


the best of their kind. 


poets valuation, £46,496. 
Yours faithfully, 
(Sgd.) Herpert E. Ross. 


Honorable senators may say that that 
The land, 
and other buildings are not in- 


the sworn evidence. They were valued 


(: by the Home Affairs Department at 
_ £14,000, and the Commission never ques- 


tioned the accuracy of that estimate. If 


that report were before honorable sena- 


tors, apart from their own judgment, be- 


on ing the report of a highly reputable mcm- 


ber of a firm of high standing, showing 
_ that the whole of the plant and stores 
were worth £46,000, 
Phoned valuation of the land, houses, and 


and the unques- 


other buildings was stated ‘to them at 


gia, 000, would they not be satisfied, 


-orable senators ? 
than prove it, because I claim, without 
trying to put myself above my colleagues, 


without hearing another word, that 
this was not only a good business deal, 
but a real bargain for the Common- 
wealth? Have I not proved that to hon- 
I am going to do more 


that if there was one man who had an 
inside view into the value of wireless at 
that time, it was myself. Honorable 
senators who were here in those days will 


remember that I had to answer questions 
with regard to proposed wireless Bills. I 


remember preparing a speech to be de- 
livered on a motion regarding wireless 
plant then before the Senate, and that 
preparation took me carefully through 


_ all the papers dealing with the settlement 
of the Marconi business. My mind was 
_ open to the importance of Matin hay- 
- ing the control and command of its own 
wireless plant; but I shall give honor- 
able ae more of that Bory later. 


are) tee A 
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I propose to read practical the stole 
of Mr. Ross’ evidence, because ib is very 
important. I am not going to pick out, 
here and there, pieces that are Pearaits 
to my case. In any quotations I have 
made, I have not attempted to do any- 
thing of that kind. The ee of Mr. 
Ross’ evidence is as follows:—. . 

Herbert Ernest Ross, sworn and cedmineae 

By Mr. Starke.—What are you i—A consult- 
ing engineer. 


And you carry on the practice of your pro- 
fession in Sydney, New South Wales?—Yes. 


What has been your experience in connexion — 
with electrical plant?—I have a very large in- ~ 


dustrial connexion in the establishment of 
factories, and I am retained by several large 
industries in that respect; and my experience — 
has been a special one in electrical machinery 
on the industrial side. I have been called upon 
to install, on numerous occasions, large in-— 


stallations of electrical machinery, in which 


my advice and judgment is called into account, 
And for how many years has that experience > 
extended?—-About twenty-five years. a 
At the request of the Federal authorities, | 
you made this report, dated 12th July, in re- 
spect of the Randwick plant?—Yes. ; 


And the instructions that were given to you 
were—[reading No. 13 on file] 1—Yes, Those | 
were my instructions. 


You know no more of your Apeeene than re 
that you had correspondence or telegrams ad- — 
dressed to you from the Federal authorities? 
—That is so. 


Commander Cresswell did arrive to ant 
you ?—Yes. 


Will you tell me what time you spent on the 
valuation, and exactly what you did?—I was 
three days inspecting the machines and equip- | 
ment of the factory and the stock. During 


those three days, each machine was examined — 


in detail. A note was made—mentally, or, in 


« many cases, in writing—of the condition of ‘the 


machines, their utility and class, type, and — 
their settings; and, after doing so—I might 
say the schedule of the equipment was handed 
to me by the Shaw Wireless people at my re- 
quest, as the Navy Department did not fur- 
nish me with lists as arranged—I took the 
schedule, together with my own notes, and 
went through the workshop. The schedule 
provided by the Shaw Wireless people was in-- 
complete. There are a great many items — 
omitted from that; 
those items good in my own notes. Then, 
having inspected the plant, its character aud 


condition, I devoted about five days, including . 


a good deal of night work, in pricing those — 
items from the material I had available, T in- 
quired also from merchants in the business as 
to values. I consulted the tenders and prices — 
accepted for equipment for Government pur-— 
poses of about that date, and as regards the 
items in stock, consisting of a large ‘collection 


and, of course, EF made 
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ef miscellaneous manufactured stock, nuts, 
small screws, bolts, and insulations. I in- 
spected those, and inquired the prices at that_ 
time, in order to check the values of this stock. 
As regards the stock, a sheet was given to me 
of the stock, of the number of items in each 
section, which I referrel to in my statement 
to the Government; and I took a note of what 
stock was mentioned as being in the bin. That 
is to say, 1 selected here and there at random 
entirely, without any suggestion, from different 
bins, and examined-the contents of those bins, 
and in a few cases I counted the contents, 
although I did not intend to take stock in that 
sense—but I examined the quality and condi- 
tion of the stock; and then,. taking the sheet, 
which had prices opposite the various items, I 
checked those items by inquiry in the mercan- 
file world in Sydney; and therefore, in a sense, 
I did. make a valuation of the stock, subject 
to the quantities being correct. 

Yeu made your report, and your report gives 
£46,496. . That has no reference to the stock? 
—Yes; it has, most decidedly. 

What does it cover?—The stock represents 
£12,000 of that item; and if you refer to my 
report, I say, “In respect of the store stock . 
- « « « & Valuation has been taken as from 
the stock-sheets as on 3lst May, 1916, and as 
forwarded to me by you. I have, however, 
checked throughout these lists the values, &c., 
and find in every case the valuations stated are 
‘fairly correct.” So I did not check the quan-_ 
tities, but checked the values. 

And then you made a valuation of the plant? 
-—-1 would like to say, at this Stage, as regards . 
that stock, I discussed it with Commander 
Cresswell—in dact, we could not possibly 
eount all this miscellaneous stock—and Com- 
mander Cresswell told me that departmental 
officers would check the quantities. 

With your report, did. you send in a detailed 
schedule?—I sent in fifty-seven pages, alto- 
gether, ef a schedule. 

Js it all there on the file?—-It should be. In 
my letter, I referred to the number of schedules, 
and what the various items are in detail. 

In valuing the plant, what was the’ basie 
principle of the valuation which you followed 
out?—My instructions were such that I could 
only take the plant without any regard to its 
utility, and it was nothing to me if I found 
a grand piano there, or a machine for making 
ginger beer, I valued that as a machine for 
the purpose, whether it suited the Navy or 
did not. J did not have instructions to value 
for Navy purposes, and so took everything at 
its value as a going concern, assuming the 
utility of the machine was there, provided it 
was not obsolete and suitable for the purpose. 

The valuation, then, was based upon the 
things in sitw assembled and ready as a profit- 
making concern?—Yes, as a going concern, 

And regardless, as you said, of its particular 
value in the business ?—Quite. 

Did you value it-entirely as new machinery? 
No; that would not be valuing. 

You allowed for depreciation ?—Yes, and I 
allowed for appreciation. 
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Appreciation caused by the war ?—Yes, I px 
took it that there was. somebody willing to — 


sell and-somebody willing to buy certain plant 
at that time, and that both parties were willing 
to do business. _. ; 


Can you express it in percentages at all as | 
to what was the appreciation all. round on 


pre-war prices?—It would be impossible to do 
it, but I had it in much closer detail than 
that. TI took every individual machine, and I 


referred to the. English, American, or local — 


prices where available, and I took the ruling 


conditions. « 

May I ask you how you got the appreciated 
price. 
not be obtained “in Australia at the time. 
What prices did’ you take for that?—Where 


it could not be obtained in Australia, what. 2 


For instance, a lot of material could 


I did was this: I took my English list of John 


Birch, and taking the ‘average of that class 
of machine, I assumed that the same apprecia- 


tion would apply to these. particular machines. 


That, I considered, was a very sound position 
to take. Sit Re | 


Did you apply that same principle to the 
stock value?—Yes.. Most of the stock values — 


I checked by quotations. 

was applied. Aen? 
And you went into the question of any de- 

preciation that you saw eves 


That is with each particular machine?—Yes, — . 


The same principle 


it was gone into in detail. ee 


Did not that strike you as a very high valua- 


tio2?—Certainly not. 
To take each particular machine and not loek 
at it as a whole?—Absolutely, no. Pi se 
You were taking it substantially at its re- 
placement value, less depreciation?—Yes, most 
decidedly... That was the’market value of the 


plant. As a matter of fact, those machines 


could have been sold since at a 
my valuation, 
You would have dismantled them. It meang 


price exceeding ~ 
Ct Rs i tq et bas. 


money to dismantle ?—Dismantlement is a very — 


simple thing compared with setting. ; 
We understand the basic principles of your 


valuation, but how did you go about the de- 


preciation’—If a machine were tight in its 
bearings and. not worn out at all, and the 
accuracies are there, &c., I allowed practically 
no depreciation at all, because it is for-the 
purpose @ new machine, and years make ne 
difference. A machine may be used three times 


in two years, and, under the circumstances, 


I would take that as a new machine. 
leseence, of course, is taken into account. 


Obsor — 


Could that be so on the basis of your valua- 


tion?—I claim it-was taken into account, _ 
You told me that,- quite apart from the 


we 


utility of the machines at all to the works, 


whether ginger beer machine or a pop-gun, you 


took it at its market value less any deprecia- 
What application has the principle of 
obsolescence to such a valuation as that?—In 


a few cases, and in this particular instance, im 


a very close association with Commander Cress- — 


well, I wrote down almost entirely eertain 


things that were obsolete, and from the mature 
of which could never be anything else but — 


7 
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3 a and that purpose was past, and if they were 
moO good | ‘to the Shaw Wireless they were no 
good to any one, such as certain generators. 
_ Wherever that - principle could be applied it 
eg “was applied. 

you could not tell me what amounts were in- 
‘volved in the obsolescence?—Not very much. 
- I could not tell you the amount of the obso- 
lescence. It referred more especially to wire- 
less instruments, and certain instruments that 


were obsolete and of no value to anyhody. It 


E was not whether they were of value to the 
. Navy Department, | but of ‘value to any ost 
et ay 

- Or of value to the owner?—Or anybody. 
 - By. Mr. Cussen—The market value ?—Not 
fie exactly the market value. _ 


AL great many. 


value to the owner—that is the guiding prin- 
ciple—and not the market value or anything 
else—the most beneficial use to which it could 

be put?—Yes. That did not apply here. 
Why not ?—Because it was not compulsory. . 
No, but did not you adopt precisely the same 
: _ principle 1—No: is 

~The most beneficial value to the owner?— 

we | es, in that sense I did. 

# And the most beneficial value to the owner 


Eitek s hands?—yYes. : 
The most beneficial use of the property. You 


between parties, IT understood. 

_ But it was not essentially a vendor’ 8 valua- 
tion?—I do not think so. 
: IT am not speaking of the figures, but the 
> principle adopted was essentially - -@ vendor's 
_ valuation ?—T do’ not think so. 


Ue. yalue of the thing as between two parties, one 
a ho wished to sell and one who wished to buy. 
+ The only thing that apparently you did not 
"include was the cost of the installation, putting 
_ it in?—That was included. 
_ The cost of putting it in and. establishing it 
in situ?—Yes, asa going concern. I allowed 
Ride nothing at all for good-will, because there was 
“he hee in my opinion. 
Again, I suggest that principle of valuation 


, ~ which would, . T think, have been the: right. 


principle to adopt of compulsory purchase, is 

essentially a vendor’s valuation, without re- 

gard to what the parties could’ by negotiation 

. es i in the market have got it?—I do not think 
ae 80 atoalt:«-:.: 

==) Then’ yeu made this ‘report, and, in your 

ie "opinion, it was a fair and just valuation ?— 
_  Absolutely- <. 


Subject to the checking ‘of quantities ?—Yes, 


body else. “ 
Shy aaa Father Shaw see you in connexion with 
wa the valuation before ae Government had | com- 
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- obsolete, Gace they Ga a an express eure 


I suppose, . without “a: détailed examination, 


had plenty of time to make your. valuation — 


By Mr. Starke.—Have you had Jafnations: to. 
doin ‘compulsory acquisitions of property scent 


You know ‘the. principle there which is the _ 


‘like to point out that, at the Legimning of the 


E enuf, to whatever purpose it could be Put in. 


I did. 
_ were valuing for buyers?—I was valuing as_ 


_. Why not?—Because I simply had to take the. 


which I understood was to be done hy some- 


ehinsented ag you 1—Yes. ‘He ae me would e 
‘I agree to act. 
And that is all that passed. between. poate : 


Yes. I saw Father Shaw—TI had never seen 
him before in my life—but I saw him for about — 
a minute and a half on ae occasion. ae bea 
sick that day. a ee 
At the works ?—Yes. Meg oF 
He asked you to go and see hin: pda as 


. Yes, and asked me would I be willing to act. 


as a valuator between him and the Depart- 
ment, and I said I would. f 
Cross-examined by Mr. Chiasens —You have ; 


I took all the time I wanted. I was wired ex- 
pressly for the valuation to be sent on as ,soon 
as possible, but I took all the time I wanted. 
By the Chairman.—You said that you 
valued according to instructions. Who did 
you get instructions from ?—The RRS | ius ‘ 
ment. «-* i 
In the shape of a letter 7—Yes. oe : 
Can you produce the letter 1—I think it ia . 
telegram. i 
By Mr. Starke.—It is : document No. 13 on : 
the file, telegram dated 12th July, 1916, ae 
were the instructions to you?—Yes, eg . 
By the Chairman.—tThe instructions were in — 
regard to plant and machinery and stock, and 
nothing to do with buildings ?—Yes. a: would A 


address by conneel, a mistake was made which 
might have some impression en the minds of 
the Commission. The statement was that I 
did not value the stock. As a matter of fact, 

I touk their stods sheets at their valua- 
and I found they were correct, | _There- 
I did value the stock, because a there 
were things not included in. the stock, they 
were given credit for, and it is part of my 
valuation; but I did not estimate the quanti- | 
ties. 1 checked the quantities in a few cases; 
but, as a matter of fact, that was Jett to the 
other officers. 


That is. the evidence of one bf Sidney 8 
most expert valuers. He was never called 
before the Commission again, and I leave 
it to honorable senators to say whether 


tion, 
fore, 


“upon his valuation the Commission has 


mot misled the Government, the Parlia- 
ment, and the people. I have very care- 
fully ‘searched the record of the evidence 
taken by this body. I do not claim that 
I am acquainted with every word of it, 
but I do claim that the evidence of an- 
other valuer was taken by the Commis- 
sion in preference to that of Mr. Ross. 
Mr. T. Brentnall, upon being Feeley 
was examined as follaws--2 ae : 

By Mr. Starke——You were ee in. Cork 
when Mr. Ross gave his evidence as to the 
basic principle of his valuation?—Yes, I was. 

I understand you have had great experience 


of valuing commercial ¢oncerns of all ‘sorts? 
Baseae I have mee a good deal of SEnCTe : 
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Is the principle of valuation which he 
adopted a usual or unusual one to adopt in 
making valuations?—I have never heard of it 
before. 

- As a valuer of business concerns, is it your 
experience that the usual valuations are made 
on profit earning or replacement value ?—Pro- 
fits, of course. . 
-Cross-examined by Mr. Cussen—Have you 
ever valued a machinery business since the 
war ?—-No. 

Have you ever valued a machinery business 
in your life?—I am not a valuer, but I have 
had a great deal to do in dealing with these 
things. 

I have now given the valuation of a com- 
petent authority, and also the valuation 
of a man who was called by the Commis- 
sion to review Mr. Ross’ evidence, and 
I say unhesitatingly that the find- 
ing of the Commission is a _ find- 
ing on Mr. Brentnall’s evidence, and 
that the testimony of Mr. Ross has been 
brushed aside as if it were of no import- 
ance. I am going to stress this valua- 
tion almost to the point of wearying hon- 
orable senators, because I desire my re- 

marks to reach a wider audience outside 
this building. I intend to stress it to 
such an extent that anybody who in the 


future reads an article in a newspaper re- 


ferring to the scandals of the wireless, 
will have so many facts and figures before 
him that any journal which dares to 
headline a transaction of this kind will 
stand disgraced in the eyes of its readers. 


I now come to Mr. Cornwell, about 
whom certain gentlemen have spoken 
very hotly and disparagingly. He has 
made a rather cruel insinuation against 
me, and so I will tell honorable senators 
what I know about him. A few years 
ago a strike occurred at Lithgow. At the 
time I was assisting the Minister for De- 
fence. I visited Lithgow, where I found 
Mr. Cornwell, who was then a prominent 
‘member of the Engineers Union. He 
assisted me to settle that strike, and my 
two or three days’ association with him 
impressed me with the idea that he was a 
straightforward and competent man. 
‘Having gone through his evidence before 
the Commission, however, I have re- 
versed my opinion. From what I have 
said, honorable senators will understand 
that I am dealing with him in no spirit 
of anger. Here is the report of Mr 
Cornwell, who had at the time he sub 
_ Senator Gardiner. 


shen, #8 
wy 


mitted it been more than a year manag- 


4 


ing the works for the Government. 


Defence Administration, = 


BE etn 
EA 


report, which is contained in an exhibit — 


which the Government have not 
time to look at, reads— 


Wireless and Electrical Works, Randwick, 
New South Wales. 
- 9th October, 1917. 
The Naval Secretary, 
Navy Office, Melbourne. 


(Through the Acting Director of the Radie 


Service. ) 

It will be seen, om reference to the files, that 
no complete list of assets, totalling the pur- 
chase money for the workshops, viz., £55,000, 
appears in the files. I have, therefore, prepared 


a list of assets, and have based my figures on 


the average between the various lists shown in 
the files. 


I forward herewith copy of the list — , 


of assets which was taken as the basis for the 


opening of the~workshops ledger. 
(Sgd.) A. E. CoRNWELL, 
Manager. 


WIRELESS WorksHors List oF ASSETS AS AT 


18tH AvuGust, 1916. - 


Land and building iy 814,240 A) Rees 
Machines 11,406 0 0O- 
Dynamos and motors 1,111 5 0 
Overhead gear 299 0 0 
Foundry, plant 258 0 Ue 
18-pdr. Shell tools ra 550 0 0O| 
Power engines and producers .. 2,503 0 0 
Motors and air compressors 13, OSLO 
Tudor battery 420 0 0 
Small tools wie 700 0 0 
Punches, jigs, and dies 2,500 0 0. 
Fittings and fixtures .. 835 0 0 | 
Telephonettes 30 0 0. 
Wiring installation 415 16 0 
Laboratory 520 0 0 
Office equipment 263 10 1 
Switchboards .. 280 0 0 
Testing instruments 260 14 0 
Tower, aerial . vs oe 250 0 0 
Drawings 525 0 0 
Patterns Pe .. 2,000: 0-8 
Stock... £13,591 14 11 | 


Stock castings .. 1,968: 0 0 


15,559 14 11 


£55,000 0 0 


I propose now to read from the evidence — 


tendered to the Commission by Mr. Corn- 


“well regarding the value of the Shaw 


wireless plant. This gentleman made 


many statements as to values, and I could _ 
select from his-evidence, if I chose, cer- 


tain statements, which appear to conflict 
with those which I am about to quote. 
Mr. Cornwell was examined thus—_ 

Was it a large plant?—Yes, a comparativel 
large plant. > ; A ae Oe 


yet had cee 


ay _ stuff ?—Yes, 


Naval yey : : 


Was it modern?—Quite modern. 

Was the driving machinery modern too?— 
Yes, quite. 

And in good repair?—Yes. 

Did he have a quantity of stock there— 
stores?—Yes, there was a quantity of stock 
there. 

A large quantity?—I was not at that time 
conversant with the stock. 

You noticed there was a large senek BoVen: 

You might tell me, did you become confiden- 
tial with Father Shaw, and did he discuss his 
business with you?—Yes. I became fairly 


- confidential with him, and he told me details of 


his business. I knew his financial commit- 


‘ments and his financial standing. 


I have quoted the foregoing to call atten- 
tion to Mr. Cornwell’s sworn testimony 


that the stock and engines of the Shaw 


Wireless Works were modern. I come 


now to his evidence in regard to the stores. 
Upon this matter he was examined as fol- 


lows :-— 


Take the stores?The stores were valued in 
this way. I had an inventory taken in the 


_ store, which was checked by Downey and my- 


self, and those valuations were checked in a 
number of cases by obtaining quotations from 


outside firms of the ruling prices of those par- 
_ ticular items. 


New material?—Yes, many of the articles in 
the stores were practically new material. 
That was practically the market value of the 
it was. 
Whether it was old or new stock?—No. | If 


‘old stock, a due allowance was made. 


You allowed for depreciation ?—Yes. 


Was that a fair valuation, in your opinion? | 


—On a number of articles, yes. 
- By Mr. Cussen.—Is this the £44,000 or the 


_ £63,000 ?—£63,000. 


‘Senator Minipn.—Does that £63, 009 
include land and buildings? 


Senator GARDINER.—Yes.. 
‘scandal bargain’’ land and buildings 
were included. [ am very glad of the in- 


_terruption by the Minister for Repatria- 
tion, because it helps me to put the case 


more clearly and fully than I might other- 
wise do. Here is another portion of the 
evidence given by Mr. Cornwell, who was 
examined many times by the Commis- 
sion— 

By Mr. OCussen.—It does not appear in the 


_ figures?—I took that into consideration in com- 


piling the £63,000, that the workshops were a 
going concern, and in the compilation of the 
£40,000 to £44,000 I put myself in the position 
_of a would-be purchaser of the workshop, and 


stated what I would be prepared to pay for 
ane Alaa t / 


-In our 
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By the Chairman.—But, of course, at that 
time, it would be practically impossible to get 
the machinery ?—Yes, a good deal of it. : 

Impossible to get it?—Yes. 

Therefore, it was worth more than the 
£44,000 1—Yes. 

If the Government wanted to establish these 
works successfully, they would have to take the 
fact into consideration that they could not get 
the machinery, or could ‘not get the machinery 
installed as a going concern, and they would 
naturally allow something for the value of that 
running concern ?—Yes. 

So that you would not say that £63,000 was 
altogether a false valuation, but a valuation 
of the market price of the day, what it would 
cost to establish those works?—Yes. 

So you say now, you took into consideration 
the fact that it was a going concern, properly 
equipped, and well able to do the work, quite 
apart from the wireless wee altogether ?— 
Yes. 


I have here the stocktaking of the stores : 
of the Shaw Wireless Works on two occa- 
sions. The document reads— 


STocKING OF STORES aT SHAW WIRELESS Works. 


Pha oa at 5TH’ Avaust, 1916. 


da. : 
7 


Value— © 
At tage. 
31st May, ‘18th July, 
" 1916. 1916, 
Noe tas. Pts £ 8 
IZ A719. Tos 10 13, 126 4 
Total. 
£ -s. d. 
Under 
values .. 57 1 2 
Excess 
values. .: 271 2 
—_—_ 30. 0 90 
12,509 19 10 
Adjustment in accord- 
ance with mana- 
gers _name of 
15th August, | 
1916, attached 183 0 0 9 9 8 


12,396 19 10 13,116 14 11 


(Sgd.) THos, H. Cooxg. 


That is the valuation of the stores by 
Thos. H. Cooke. I do not know whether 
I shall read Mr. Cooke’s evidence. In 
accordance with an understanding arrived - 
at. between Commander Cresswell and Mr. 

Ross, Mr. Cooke was sent over to Syd- 
ney to take’stock of the stores. Accom-— 
panied by two officers there, he took 
stock, and the difference between his own | 
valuation and the original valuation of 
the stores consisted merely of an advance | 
of £400 or £500. The press, however, for 


as 


3 *. oon. 


ear that a Labour Government pur- 
D which constitute a 
candal. tf we had nothing else. before 
us but the valuations which I have 
quoted, there is not an honorable sena- 
tor who would not be already reconsider- 


cond itions © 


ing, with a view to re-adjusting, any false. 


oe olny ee am. Speen 
familiar, has endeayoured to make it ap- _ 


chased the Shaw wireless plant under 
public 


up Mr. Ross’ valuation; and I + 


-jiepressions that he may have gained < 


from. the 


report of the Commission. 


With regard to the report of Mr. Cooke, I- 


‘ examined the exhibits, and, on the store 


list which he had, it will ve seen that Mr. 


Cooke, with his. two valuators, marked in 
red ink even such small differences as 6d. 
here and 3d. there, which were natural 
mistakes occurring in the taking down of 


hose exhibits which the Government 
hope the Government will avail them- 
sider it their duty to make themselves 


bearing: on the transaction. . hea 


I will now deal with the subject of land 
values, and will quote, first, a_ Home 


J uly, 1916, as follows :— — 


The Naval Secretary, 
I desire to inform you that the value 


and — at Randwick, New South 
Wales, ‘is estimated at 


he ‘unimproved value of ithe ead 
having a frontage of about 120° 
feet to Avoca- street by a depth of — 
about 250 feet is 

The unimproved: value of. “the land 
having a frontage of about 120 
“feet, 44 Dutrne. street by a feu 
as about 250 feet is be 


. £10,560 


~ angular- shaped piece eae S 
frontage of about 255 feet to 
‘Frenchman’s-road; and containing 
ifan!’ area of about 1° rood 233 
ones pperhae 18. 

Toted ‘unimproved value £3, po Ne 

Grand _ total ra .. £14,240 
The above valuation does not include any 
os or ' machinery. : 


W. D. Brvctz, . 
_ Acting ‘Secretary, 


Sa M M.. WARRIOK, 


the Sa in type. T have had access - 


selves of the opportunity, and will con- 


better acquainted with all the documents. 


Affairs document, dated Melbourne, 1st 


probably have not had. . During recess I - 


‘this 
’ contractors claim, and we are at present. co 


_land and ‘America - being | employed in_ 


1,230". 


“The Comminaie ¥ 


and ee 


question. On the nb}! of dues, 
will keep my-points in order by folloy i 


to it the reports of Commander Cresswe 
Of ,course, if honorable senators a 


wee the 

‘scandal ” or 
public life ee a Hae wha the 
people will not accept the valuations f 


different persons made ai different time: ee 


and which persons » eae 


report— 


The Naval Geerotaey: 

I have to report that, in achardaie: it 
instructions received, I visited the Shaw 
les Works Lid. on Wednesday, 7th insta 
the purpose of making a preliminary in 
tion of the workshops, with a view to # 
chase .by the Government. — i 


wireless telegraphy and _ electrical equipment, 
and for small mechanical work. They consis 
of-a patternmaker’s shop, iron’ 
foundry, . turning and fitting shops, ins 
making shops, armature and ent ae a 
-stores in which a considerable - quantity. 
material at present difficult to obtain is kep vse 
laboratories, power-house, and suction — plan Ee 
two houses . . . and I see no reason wh 

in the near future, these workshops sho ( 
not, with the addition of machinery | 
special nature, turn out the manufactur 
Machine guns. . 
I> would point ae that it. has Db r 
experience that  priva’ 


. . 


Department’s 


pelled to pay, exorbitant prices for the local | Ragecl 
production of wireless telegraphy - and — elec- 
trical apparatus. . . . cas 

In conclusion, I would point out that, ow 


to the war, it is a very difficult matte 
obtain machinery, all the factories in E 


manufacture of munitions. The price m 
electrical motors has increased considerably, 
and the Shaw Works are at present manuf 
turing electric motors for the Saal is 
New South Wales. 9 ~ 
(Sgd.). 
A/Director of Wireless. Teleg 
26th June, 1916,,° ne : 


That is a report which the Gov 
had before ee as they pure 


ft that ‘ime. - 
ment dated from ‘the Navy Office, Mel- 
bourne, 2nd March, 1915, in which Com: 
-mander ‘Cresswell states— Cau = 


The Naval. Secretary, Pa 


a “Since the outbreak of war,.the Naval Ser-. 
vice has had to procure over fourteen sets 


a Por <wireless telegraphy apparatus for- fitting - 


eoy ih: “H.M.A. ships. and transports. 

. The Amalgamated Wireless (Australasia). Co. 

se Litd.,, having a monopoly in the commercial 
field of wireless telegraphy ‘supplies, and being 

the only company who could provide for. im- 

mediate requirements, were requisitroned _ to 
i > supply and fit the installations required. 


The price the Government have had to pay 
or 4G -kilowatt Marconi installations is £600 
odd. The value of these installations, 
ing reasonable profit, is estimated at £350. 

. . . it is thought. that the developments 
= of wireless. telegraphy within the Common- 
; wealth, ‘apart from the wireless telegraph: de- 


ande consequent upon the outbreak of. war, 
ustifies the Government in establishing its 
Own workshops for the manufacture and_re- 


Bre spaies 


pair of all wireless apparatus used by the 
Government, ; 


© (8ga.) -F. G: CRESSWELL, 
Engineer- -Lieutenant, 


ee eo ss Plect Wi/@ Officer. 
hel me now comment upon that. “Appa- 
atus was required for wireless installa- 
ae At that time, when 
there were floating mines around our 
- coasts, it was specially necessary, for the 
- preservation of life, that vessels should 
be equipped with wireless. The Amal-— 
- gamated Wireless Company was then pre- 
_ sided over by Mr; Hugh Denison. That. 
‘company is practically the German Tele- 
funken Oompany and the Marconi. 
‘Foreign Company. Honorable senators. 
_ searcely need to be reminded, so far as 
that last-named company is concerned, of © 
Be ea Marconi contracts scandals in Great: 
Britain during 1912. I will show, based 
mo _ upon reasonable evidence, that one of the 
i ‘chief reasons for the attack which -has 
been made upon this purchase is that the 
Shaw plant, left in the hands of the Go- 
- vernment, would materially. increase the 
benefits, and prosperity of the people of 
Australia, and would decrease the profits 
of the: Amalgamated Company and the 
efunken and Marconi- companies. 
1 tend to prove that statement with the 
of. dockets at my disposal. I will 


en 


tion upon our ships. — 


evidence, nee however, oT must 


tT have here. ‘also a docu 
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Commission attacks 


allow- - 


Sor. work, and showed a profit of 17h per 


rd 


refer to what, T term a ieee ‘owarae 


“were examined. And, although the Com- — 
-mission has said iat ote: statements. ty 


ss 


that the output of work for the first - year 


. Government. 
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attack by the Commission—although | r 
should not ‘be’ angry enough to say 
“cowardly,” I suppose. But when a 


Commander Cress- a | 
chief ae 


jee ee 


well’ and:.Mr. Thomas, his 
countant, as being weak in their estimates, — 
I -ean only say ey I happened to be 
sitting in the Court when those gentlemen __ 


were weak, I came away from the pro- 
ceedings with the conclusion in my mind 
that they knew their business from A> ee 
- 1 want the Government to look eare-  ~ 
fully into their reports, and see how their _ 
estimates worked out on the actual estima- : . 
tion of the plant. Under eritical exami- 
nation they showed that they considered — 


amounted to £16,000, and showed a profit — 
of 9 per cent. —deducting. 4 per cent. for 
depreciation, and leaving 5 per cent. in- 
terest. The ten and a half months’ work- 
ing of the plant returned £18,000 worth | 


cent. With those figures sworn before it, 

and having all the particulars in its pos- 
session, what am I to think of a Commis- 
sion which says that those gentle- 
men were weak and did not. understand — 
their business? 


All the evidence which % eae $0 MM , 
quoted was in the possession of. the Com-_ pes 
mission before it presented its findings. T 
hold the Government responsible for the 
Commission, but not for its. means and 
methods of taking evidence. But, if the 
Government persist in defending and sup- 
porting the Commission in the teeth of © 
the evidence placed before them, then the — 
Government must be charged with respon- 
sibility for this report also. Up to that 
time I have made no charge against the 
Here are extracts | from 
Commander Cresswell’s evidence— _ 


‘Is there anything you wish to add ia that 
report now—[reading]. Perhaps the thing. ib 
is desirable for you to expatiate upon is the 
importance of acquiring these Wonks: in th 
Commonwealth ?—Yes. 3 . 

You seemed to have a very strong: ‘opiniom 
about it?—I had at that time, because wireless — o 
telegraphy in this war was playing a most — 
important part, especially in connexion with 
troopships and transports, and the. safety of 
the ship and eh on ‘board bath a verre Jarge | se 


oe 


ey « 


9768 Naval and 
wireless telegraphy. It 
receive submarine waru- 
avoid, what enemy ships 
I think there were 78 
we. were not respon- 


-extent depended on 
enabled the ship to 
ings, what tracks to 
to avoid, and so on. 
- transports—of course, 


sible for the whole of the fitting of the trans- 


ports, but, 1 think, in all thirty ships were 
fitted. Besides the fitting of those ships, there 
was the upkeep . 

You said, ‘I have therefore to recommend 
that if these works can be acquired for the sum 
of £40.000, which in my opinion would be a 
fair offer to make under all the conditions at 
present obtaining, may be so acquired for the 
purpose of a Government Electrical Workshop? 
—Yes. 

I presume that was your honest opinion?— 

Yes, 

And that was the value you would have re- 
commended as the responsible technical officer? 
—Yes; that is su. 

And not beyond it?—No; if I was negotiating 
myself I would certainly have opened up at 
£40,000. 

Do you remember about the 14th July, 1916, 
having two questions submitted to you for 
- report?—-Yes; I remember that. 

How did they come to you?—I do not remem- 
ber I] take it that it came officially. 

What does it show on the face of it?—lIt 
has got a Navy Office number here; but if that 
came officially to my office I would have a copy 
of it in the office file. I cannot say whether it 

came over officially or unofficially; but it was 
replied to officially. 


I intend to comment upon the item of 


£40,000, because that is one of the figures 


which has been misused. I will not 
charge the Commission with want of in- 
tegrity, but there are two alternatives: 
either their integrity or their intelligence 
is at stake, and they must render the 
answer as to which it is. The evidence 
—proceeds— 

Your report is dated 14th July, 1916, and it 
says—lIreads report]. How did you work that 
out?—In the first place, speaking of interest 
on capital at 5 per cent. for the Government, it 


seemed to me to be a very safe figure to take as 
interest on capital, as at that time the Govern- 


ment were borrowing money for about 43 per 


cent. 


“ That they would earn after paying ordinary 
maintenance and running charges.” What pos- 
sible basis did you have for that? You did 
not know anything about the running charges? 
—I do not remember what the figures were. I 
went into those figures. 

All you knew was that the hase price, 
_ £57,000, was the capital charge ?—Yes. 

_ You knew nothing whatever of the turnover 
s when you were proposing it. You did not 
_ apparently consider that. You knew nothing 
_ whatever of the market you had?—I remember 


- Senator Gardiner. — 
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Mr. Jensen told me that if the works paid interest ae 
on capital he would be satisfied. tanvy 
This says, “after paying ordinary rinttaee Byes 
ance and running charges” ?—I do not remota 
ber the figures now. 
Now, after leaving Commander Cress 
well’s evidence, I will, with the aid of the 
evidence of Mr. Thomas, show how that  .- 
figure of £40,000 came before the Comes 
mission. Whether the Commission in-_ 
tended it or not, it has created in the 
public mind the idea that Commander > 
Cresswell at’ that time, in the report 
which he made to Mr. Jensen, considered 
the sum of £40,000 a fair value of the 
works. I had the advantage of sitting in 
Court while Commander Cresswell and — 
Mr. Thomas were undergoing examina- 
tion. Under conditions which were dif- 
ferent from the ordinary process of 
examining witnesses, those gentlemen 
gave such evidence that I left the Court 
with the clear impression in my mind— 
and a ciose perusal of that evidence will 
similarly affect the minds of honorable 
senators—that Commander Cresswell had 
never intended his statement to mean ‘that — 
£40,000 was enough to give forthe plant. 
He positively and clearly swore that 
£40,000 should be the amount at which 
negotiations should commence. While he 
considered £57,000 was a fair valuation, — 
he held that £40 ,000 was a fair sum upon 
which the Minister should begin nego- 
tiations for the deal. He clearly put bev 
fore the Commission, not that £40,000 
was the value, but that it was the amount: 
at which he reckoned negotiations should 
be begun. Now, there has been much 
fuss and clouding of the issue as to the 
valuation of the property. [think that — 
Mr. Jensen, in another place, has de- 
fended himself. Mr. Jensen, in hig 
sworn evidence, said that he asked Com- 
mander Cresswell if the £57,000 was 
too high, or the £40,000 was too low. 
That was the position he took up. hase pee 
honorable senators to wipe away the sus-  __ 
picion that has been created by this Com-, 
taission owing to its inability to accept 
evidence, as shown bv the casual way in rs 
which they set it down as being in the 
nature of weak statements that they, did: aaa 
not understand. | es 
I am going to mak> reference 
dence pin BY.« Mr. ae 


N aval fg : 


and Commander Cresswell were examined 
at the same time, and they drafted the 
report. The Commission stated— 


The examination of Commander Cresswell 
and Mr. F. W. Thomas (his Chief Clerk), 


before the Commission shows that the opinion 


expressed by Commander Cresswell as to the 


earning power of the works was founded on 


an entirely unreliable basis. 


I do not intend to read the whole of 


the evidence given by Mr. 


Thomas, 
though it would be worth reading, but I 
shall ask the Government to give very. 
careful attention to it. Mr. Thomas 
was examined at considerable length by 


Mr. Starke, and I take the following 


from his evidence:— 


‘items. 


‘In your estimate you say you have got to 


build £7,000 worth of plant every year to 


arrive at that £4,000?—No; there are other 
There is the item of £5,000 per annum 


& which is for brand new work. Then there is 


- It is more than assumption. 


repair work, : 
stations going without spending money. 


You cannot keep twenty-one 


By the Chairman.—That is all assumption? 
The balance- 
sheets I have seen for the last two years, and 
in the first year the turnover was £18,000. 

By Mr. Starke.—Do you know there has been 


_ only one balance-sheet ?—There are two balance- 
sheets: - eR ae 


Mr. Cornwell says it has not been prepared 


_ yet for this year?—There was a pro forma 
oY i balance-sheet for the first twelve months. 


It is not a pro formd balance-sheet, it is an 
actual balanee-sheet?—I know I have seen a 


 palance-sheet. 


That is pretty clear evidence. Further 


on the report states— 
I think you are rambling on a great deal?— 


I think I am trying to answer questions as 


directly as I can. At this stage, I would like 
to point out for the information of the Com- 
mission that, although at the time this estimate 


- was made, 5 per cent. was estimated as interest 
on the capital, it is now 44 per cent., I believe, 


and 4 per cent. for depreciation, making a 
total of 9 per cent. At the present time the 
works are doing better, because they are pay- 
ing interest at the rate of 43 per cent. on 
capital and 74 per cent. depreciation, which is 
a total of 114 per cent., so that they are doing 
24 per cent. better in actual practice than 
what we estimated they would do. 


I do not want to overprove my case, but 
I emphasize that a close examination of 


the evidence given by Mr. Thomas will 


ae 
8 


show that the valuation was carefully 
made. JI want to show how that 


£40,000 estimate came into the matter, 


‘because it has played a fairly important 
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part in the recommendations of the Com- 
mission. The report states— | 


In view of that very definite conversation 


between you and the Director that you could _ 


carry on at a capital charge of more than 
£40,000 or £45,000 with success, how can you 


justify within a few days, because that first © 


report is the 14th of July, and I assume within 
a day or two yeu go and report to the Minister 


that you can carry on with a capital charge — 


of £57,000 with success?—I would like to 
point out there are two positions. The first 
one was this—we wanted work, and we had 


an opportunity, as I say, that any tyro could © 


see, of the plum falling into our hands. There 
was only one possible competitor, and I am 
positive that competitor would not give any- 
thing like what was a reasonable offer, 


Mr. Thomas was carefully cross-ex- 
amined, and he finished up by making it 
perfectly clear how the £40,000 came to 


¢ 


be mentioned in Commander Cresswell’s 


report. His evidence states— 


I want you to explain that reference in 


Commander 
£40,000. 


Cresswell’s recommendation of 


was seen quite clearly that the jump from a 
little works costing £5,000 to a works of the 


character of the Shaw, Wireless Works could * 


only be justified if there was work for such a 


works. I, therefore, sat down and endeavoured 


to see what sources there were open for the 
necessary work, and although I cudgelled my 


brain as much as I could, and ran out pro 


formé profit and loss accounts, I could not 


see that we would be justified in assuming © 


responsibility for works at a capital value 


higher than £40,000 or £45,000. The cardinal — 


thing which guided me was although, as war 
expenditure, 


Apparently he discussed that with 
you?—When the matter of the works arose it — 


emergency expenditure can be — 


justified, from a peace point of view it might 
be found the works could not be carried on 


profitably. 
work, we did not bother whether 
£60,000, or £70,000, or £80,000, but we 
did bother about what we could secure 
them at, because on that 
whether we could make a _ success or 
failure of it.’ When the Director came to 
dictate the last paragraph, I pointed out to 
him, as he was the responsible man, if he 
failed he would have to take a share of the 


blame, but if he could get it at what a tyro — 
in business would know was a figure at which — 
we could make a success of it, then it would — 


be all right. There were only two possible 


As to the actual value of the 
it was — 


depended — 


buyers, I pointed out to him, and I also pointed — 


out the financial position of the works. 
knew the bank was advancing money to Father 
Shaw; we knew there were mortgages over 


the works; and I had a very shrewd idea 
Father Shaw had an option, and I made a 
shrewd guess that the option was £28,000. I 


We > 
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said to the Director, “ You offer £40,000; pin 
yourself to it,” and he put it in. Pas: 

From your point of view, as accountant, you 
did not think the works in Government hands 
- gould carry a heavier capital charge from £40,000 
~ to £45,000 ?—I was not going over that, but the 
works have been doing better than we thought. 

At that time?—Yes; at that time I do not 
think we could have stated the-case any 
higher. 

Tf that were so your attitude was this: “TI 
am of opinion that on a purchase price of 
£57,000 *—-you have now jumped from £45,000 
to £57,000—“ these works should earn, after 
paying ordinary. maintenance and running 
charges, interest and depreciation amounting 
to £4,700’? How ean you justify a statement 
like that ?—Because we are dealing with war 
time. That would be the result; we could 
earn interest on £70,000 during the war. 


{ listened to the evidence, and I left the 
Court with the impression that Com- 
mander Cresswell and Mr. Williams were 
both .of the opinion that £57,000 
was a fair valuation, but that in a 
spirit of caution, and knowing that there 
was an option over the works and that 
“money was tight, they thought £40,000 
‘was a fair basis for negotiation. 
the question of the values at that, but I 
ask if the Commission and the press were 
justified in saying that a .scandal had 
taken place in regard.to these negotia- 
. tions. 

I want also to give some figures 
that were submitted to the Commission. 
This is not guesswork. They are 
actual figures of working operations 
for two years. Mr. Williams said 
that, taking into consideration the 
wages-sheets, interest at 5. per cent. 
on £55,000, and. allowing 4$ per cent. 
for depreciation, an output of £16,000 
would-earn 9 per cent. Reference to Mr. 
Thomas’ evidence will show that for the 
first ten and a half months of working, 
on an output of only £18,208 2s, 9d., the 
return was equivalent. to 11% per cent., 
whereas he had calculated it would be 
9 per cent. on an output of £16,000. In 
the face of this result the 
sion expressed the opinion that the 
valuation of the plant was weak. But 
Jet us see what the output was in the 
next year, and again I remind _ the 
Senate that these figures were placed be- 
fore the Commission. In the second 
full year of working to 13th June, 1918, 

Senator Gardiner. _ wee 
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the output was £31,459, and the return 
was equivalent to 19 per cent. If charges 
for management and cost of material 
were the same as last year, these figures 
establish definitely that the valuation was — 
a fair one, and completely dispose of the 
statement made by the Commission that 
it had been arrived at on a false basis, 
Now I am going to draw on my reason © 
to suggest why this thing has—happened. 
I-do not propose to throw about any wild 
or reckless charges, but I am certainly 
going to say something about influences 
which are at work in our community to 
discredit Governments, to spread slanders 
about purchases, and in a general way to — 
make out that every one trusted in this © 
community is, more or less, corrupt and 
tainted. I say that, in connexion with this 
particular wireless project, I am justified 
in putting before the Senate some reasons 
why some very interested persons are very 
anxious that the Commonwealth Govern- 
ment shall not continue the manufacture 
of wireless plant. I referred a little time 
ago to the Marconi scandals in Greab 
Britain, and I intend now to make one 
or two brief quotations from the Hansard 
of Mage eee of Commons in connexion 
with the matter. I find that Sir H. . 
Norman, speaking about the agreemenb 
entered into with Marconi, said— = 


But if the constructional part of the azree- 
ment.is astonishing, the provisions regarding 
royalty are still more so. The Government 
are to pay the company 10 per cent. on the 
gross receipts for a period of twenty-eight — 
years. The Marconi master-patent, the well- 


known “‘four sevens’? of 1900—the validity © 
of which is being challenged in the Courts by 


& rival company—expires in eighteen months. 

If the company to-day invented, or 
bought, a new. process for wireless telegraphy ~ 
of the greatest importance, its life could not 
exceed fourteen years. . Yet the Government 
are to pay a royalty of 10 per cent. for twenty- 
eight years. x 


I direct attention to that because I am 
going to show that there has been, there 
is stall, and there will continue to be, in- 
fluences working against any Governmen’ 
establishing a wireless plant in Australia : 
as the property of the people. Still quot- 
ing from Sir H. Norman, I find he said, ~~ 
further— ee 
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Oe. f ctually having concluded an 
the Admiralty which forbids one branch of 
His Majesty’s services to communicate infor- 
-. mation to the other branch, have the right, 
- under this agreement, to a complete disclosure 
of anything the Government may do in any 
one of its own stations. And let it be remem- 
___ bered, that Mr. Marconi himself is a foreigner, 
ae and that the Marconi Company is in the most 
, intimate -relations~ possible with half-a-dozen 
foreign companies bearing the same name. 
~ These clauses, like the five years’ building 
' monopoly, were, on the face of them, so in- 
-— tolerable that the Postmaster-General has’ 
lready partially _abandonéed them... 
care Speaking further, after quoting from scme 
statements of the British Postmaster- 
_ General, Sir H. Normax said— 


- These sentences, I submit, do not quite cor- 
_ rectly state the situation which would arise 
_ under the agreement. ‘‘ We are at full liberty 
a to introduce that improvement.” Yes, but 
_ only by abandoning everything covered by any 
‘Marconi patent. ‘‘ We reserve to ourselves the 
right to. introduce any new system we pre- 
fer.” Yes, but only after having paid 
£60,000 for a station for the Marconi system. 
: he Marconi Company have, from the begin- 
_ Bing, done everything in their power to estab-_ 
‘lish a monopoly in wireless. 1 do not blame 
them for this: As # commercial company, 
they want, and rightly want, to make all the 


as a monopoly. They did everything in their 
ae epower to prevent the adhesion of this coun- 
_ try to the Radio Telegraphic Convention of. 
_ 1906, adhesion which was, nevertheless, re-' 
_ €ommended by a Select Committee of this 
On the same page of the House of Com- 
mons fansard there is a further state- 


ment made in these terms— 


coni .Company Seema claims what amounts 
‘to a monopoly in this country. © = = =. 


_ Honorable senators might reasonably ask 
why I should go all the way to England 
to quote something against the ‘Marconi : 
_ Company. but I intend to refer now to 
‘what was done in Australia to show the 
reason why they should prevent the Com- 
_.monwealth Government having a mono- 
poly of wireless in Australia. | 
Tet me tell honorable senators that 
the - Australian Commonwealth  wire- 
Jess: system, though it may have 
been,’ ‘surpassed in the last few. 
onths, which is not at all likely, 
as, when we made this purchase, abso- 
tely the best wireless system in the 
id. It had been reported upcn by 
Swinburne, who was brought from. 


Tage A A 


A 


will say here, taking full responsibilityfor 


_Mr. Swinburte’s. report, which — I have _ 
Os Fae au ® he here; but what was his opinion upon the 
rofit they can, and nothing is so profitable — 


give their decision, and, beyond all 


The evidence makes it cl heat Cee ug ys SRR 
eas ee ee possibility of dispute, the verdict musk 


June, 1914, the Government, represented i 


~monwealth all interests in all their eee 


ment who made that agreement. I am 


vy, y pore F ied a ee ew 
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agreement with - Great Britain for the purpose in con — : 


nexion with a case then pending between — 


the Marconi people and those conducting _ 


the Australian system, in the High Court 
of Australia. © Realizing the difficulty 

with which they were confronted in deal-— 

ing with this question, the High Court 
asked for an expert of experience to _ 
report upon and give evidence in con- 
nexion with the wireless systems affected, 
and the expert who was brought from — 
Great Britain was Mr. Swinburne. The — 
case is pending, the expert arrives, ets eae 
he examines the Commonwealth patent. Bo 


the statement, that the Australian Com- 


-monwealth wireless patent, although re- a5, 


gistered in the name of Balsillie, was the so 
invention and production of Father Shaw 
and-one of his best workmen, Mulrooney, 
I think, by name. I say that, in all fair- 
ness, these gentlemen handed the patent ~ 
to Balsillie to be registered as the Com- ot 
monwealth patent without seeking to — 
rhake money out of it, I could. quote — 


‘Australian wireless station? It was that 
it was by 33 per cent. a better system 
than either the Telefunken. or the | 
Marconi; that it was no infringement of 
their patents, and that it was something _ 
entirely new in the way of wireless. What 
happened? The High Court were await- 
ing for the evidence of the expert to 


ad 


have gone to the Commonwealth. Theres. 
was correspondence going on with Mr. 
Swinburne, who wrote a report and made _ 
statutory declarations, and on the 4th 


by their solicitor, met the solicitors of 


‘Marconi and arranged an. agreement. 


The agreement. was that the ~Marconi_ 
ople surrender to the Australian Com- | 


patents held in Australia for £5,000, and 
the case would be settled, each party — 


paying their own ‘costs. Perhaps some 


honorab'e senators might think that Tam ae 
throwing some aspersions on the Govern- 


going to do nothing of the kind. Tt — 


transpired afterwards that all that we 
have purchased were patents that expired * 
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within two months after that agreement 
was signed. The papers are on the table 
in the Library for honorable senators to 

- see, and they will show that there was 
no doubt that if the case had been con- 
tinued the Government must have won it. 


To be fair to Mr. Glynn, I should say — 


_ that there were prospects of other law 
- cases. However, that agreement was en- 
tered into. No one will say that to buy 

patents which expire two months after. 
wards, and which we were not using—and 
we were using Father Shaw’s system, 
which was by 33 per cent. a better system— 
was a bad hargain. No one will say that 
it was a scandal, or represented a corrupt 
practice. 


When this wireless company came to 


the Government sitting at the table with 


their solicitors, they offered the Marconi 


interests in all their Australian patents. 


_ I was in office before the agreement was 
_ finally signed. It was signed by the pre- 
vious Government before going out of 
office, and we had to complete the agree- 
ment and protect the interests of Aus- 
tralia as best we could. We thought that 
‘we were buying from the Marconi Com- 
pany their Australian rights in the same 
patents that they held in England. But 
we were doing nothing of the kind. The 
basic patent of all wireless patents, known 
as the Goldsmidt patent, was being used 
by the Marconi Company in Great 
Britain. But when the agreement with 
the Commonwealth came to be looked 
‘into carefully, the solicitors found that 
the Marconi Company had not registered 
the Gcldsmidt basic patent in Australia. 
It was registered by the Telefunken 
Company, who were acting in co-opera- 
tion with the Marconi Company. We 
were tricked out of that patent by the Mar- 
coni Company at the conference. . That 
ean be substantiated by a reference to 
the papers, which are not secret and can 
be seen. They have often been referred 
to, as well as the correspondence between 
the Government and Mr. Swinburne, the 
expert. A perusal of the papers will 
show that the Marconi Company, through 
their representatives at the conference 
table, deliberately tricked the Common- 
wealth Government into the belief that 
they. were getting the same patent rights 
in Australia which the Marconi Company 
"were exercising in Great Britain, 
| Senator Gardiner. 
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whilst at the same time the natanless 


rights that were of most value ne 
were registered in- the name of — the — | N ; 
Telefunken Company, and we were 


cheated out of them. The competitors — 

of the Australian wireless system are still — 
those who control the Marconi and Tele- 
funlfen systems, with a few Australian 3 
shareholders thrown in. Honorable sena- 
tors may say that these statements.have 
no relation to the case under considera- 
tion, but I shall show that tS bear Beh 
closely upon it. 


I say that a spaherenes sat to deal wih 
the matter in 1914. I do not want to go — 
exactly into the figures, but I know that 
they will stand examination. After the — : 
Cook Government were defeated at the 
polls the agreement was signed. I am not 
going to say that there was anything wrong 
with the action of the Cook Government 
in signing that agreement. They conducted 

careful negotiations, and arrived at the 
conclusion that they were making a good 
bargain. Mr. Swinburne’s letters are 
amongst the papers, and let us see what Ser 
sort of a hand we would have held if the — 

case had been fought out to a finish in the — 
High Court. I venture to assert that had — 
Mr. Glynn known that the Marconi Com- 
pany were keeping back two or three of 
the most important patents he would have | 
fought the case to a finish, and no one 
can doubt what the decision of the Court 
would have been. Here is the aie” 
declaration of Mr. Swinburne— 


Ane? 


The Commonwealth of Australia. oun 
The Patents Act 1903-1909. La 


STATUTORY DECLARATION. . 


In the matter of an application for letters 
Patent number 6524 of 1912 by John 
‘Graeme Balsillie, Ta 

and ‘ 

In the matter of the opposition thereto b 
Marconi’s Telegraph Company Limited. © 

I, James Swinburne, of 82 Victoria-stree 

London, S.W., England, Fellow of the Roy: 

Society, and engineer, do solemnly and s 

cerely declare as follows:— a 


1. That I have read and carefully considered. 
the complete specification. in connexion wit 
the above-mentioned application No, 6524, and 
I have also read and carefully considered what 
purports to be a copy of a statutory ieee 
tion made on the 2618 ar of reper 


Naval and ae, 


shi Wireless nGceranh Company Limited in sup- 
port of the opposition to the above-mentioned 
application. 

2. That I have also read what purports to be 

a copy of a declaration made by John Graeme 

Balsillie on the twelfth day of December, 1912. 
‘i 3. That I agree substantially with what the 
said Jobn Graeme Balsillie states in the said 

_ declaration. 
4. In my opinion, the invention described in 
the said specification No. 6524/12 is quite new, 
and has not been anticipated or previously pub- 
lished. 

5. I know of no case before the said patent 
6524/12 of any such apparatus tuned simul- 
taneously to the oscillation frequency and the 
group frequency so as not to receive any signals 


except those having both these frequencies in 


_ accordance with those of the receiver. 
And I make this solemn declaration by virtue 
of the Statutory Declaratious Act 1911 con- 
_ seientiously believing the statements contained 
«ae herein to be true in every particular. 
Declared at 76 Victoria-street, Westminster 
in the county of London, this 24th day of April 
ee 4OL4 
% JAMES SWINBURNE. 
) Bice: me—J. C. DatzELL, a Commissioner 
for oaths. 


‘Here is the highest Shor the Common- 
wealth could get claiming that the Bal- 
sillie system—which I take the responsi- 


- bility of asserting was the production of- 
_ Father Shaw and one of his employees—. 


is an absolutely new system and is no in- 
_ fringement of the patent rights of Mar- 
_coni or Telefunken. The following is a 
letter of his dealing with the same ques- 
_ tion, which has a peculiar interest at the 
present time :— | 


82 Wintotia- street, Cordon. S. W., 
8th May, 1914. 


Dear Mr. “Wynne,— 
Mr. Agar Wynne was Postmaster-General 
at that time— 


“ Since I came back from Australia I have had 
several conferences with Mr. Marconi and Mr. 
_ Isaacs. They have all along held that the Bal- 
.. Billie arrangement is an infringement, and that 
even if it was used so as not to be an infringe- 
ment at the time I inspected it, that was a 
special adjustment made for the purpose. 
Their idea is that it is generally used ad- 
justed some other way, so as to infringe. 

I pointed out that they would, in my opinion, 
find they were misinformed as to that. I also 
pointed out that the patent was bad, on the 

ground that the first claim is bad, and that 
there is no infringement, because Balsillie 
does not use any transformers in the sense the 
word is used in the Australian patent. I have 
had discussions at intervals, and each time I 
_ _thoyght they were altering their opinion. Last 
time i saw PPARs: about three weeks ago, he 
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told me they had decided to drop the action 
on the patent corresponding to the English 
7777/00, and to amend it to get the first claim — 
right, and they. would then start again on the 
amended patent and on the Telefunken patents. 
I told them that the amended patent wouid — 
still not hit us on infringement, and an amend-- 
ment would not effectively alter the meaning 
of the Australian documents. I also reminded 
them that if they were successful, they would 
get damages assessed by arbitration from the 
time of “amendment to the expiry of the 
patents. I also pointed out that the Tele- 
funken patents did not cover “ quenched spark” 
systems broadly. Mr. Isaacs said he would 
have the position of the Telefunken patents 
examined, and would then communicate with 
me. 
him to say, after full consideration of every- 
thing, they have decided to go on with the 
original action. I presume this means they 
will not amend, and will not sue under the 
Telefunken patents. At the same time, if I 
could propose any amicable settlement, they 
would be only too glad to fall in. FP said that 
I had already done all I could in the way of 
amicable settlement when in Australia, and I 
-had no power to do anything at all further. 

My own opinion is that the action wil] never 
be fought. Mr. Isaacs is a man of great deter- 
mination, and I think this policy is entirely 
his own, and I do not think he quite realizes . 

‘that you cannot win law cases by sheer will 
power. 

I will probably hear fram you or the Crown 
Solicitor as soon as the Marconi people do 
anything further. 
cabled out, and that the Australian company 
has shown signs of activity by the time this 
reaches you, or that a letter will be on the 
way to me by the time you get this. — 

I have very pleasant recoltections of my Aus-. 
tralian visit generally, and of your kindness in 
particular. I would like to come out and have | 
some more; but I do not want to come on this _ 
very unprofitable ae bee een action. 

: (Sgd.) JAMES SWINBURNE. 

‘I propose now to quote from a report by 
Mr. Thomas, who, the Commission say, is _ 
a weak man. One can almost trace that 
statement to the fact that in one of his 
reports Mr. Thomas had been putting be- 
fore the public facts which possibly the 
wireless people did not want revealed, but 
they are facts, nevertheless. Mr. 
Thomas’ report is as follows:— : 
Director of Radio Service. 

’ The following facts broadly outlining the 
present position and the future outlook of the 
Amaleamated Wireless (Australasia) Ltd. in — 
its relation, directly and indirectly, to the 
Commonwealth Radio Telegraphic Serv ieon are 
submitted. 

TWe Amaloamated Wireless Company is a 


ecompanv registered in Sydney in 1913, having 
a capital of £140,000 in £1 fully paid shares. 


“— 


I have just had a telephone message from 


It is likely that they have 


Company. ‘the former company represented 
the Telefunken interests, and obtained certain 
seoncessions from: the Commonwealth Govern- 
ment for terminal stations at Perth and Syd- 
mney, whilst the latter company provided the 
~ Marconi patents and general ship organization. 
‘The Amaleamated Wireless Company. is largely 
_ representative of the interests of the eer 
Marconi Wireless Company, .Londonj-as is 

shown by the attached list of shareholders— 

s Ep Shares. 
25,000 


Marcon? Wireless, Tanda 
- International Marconi Communica-. 


tion Co., London : 14,000 
> et. Risk. ‘and W. H. Payne, Sydney 5 
(representatives of. the “Marconi 
eo Wireless. AGO) he aR wae 21 387 
ee es ae a0 * 60,387 


Ss ‘The next important group is, “of course, that 
sek represented by the Australian comcessionaires, 
who subsequently floated their rights into. the 


: Limited— 4h 


x eh Engen ee thy ORATOR 
On. Shaan Sydney .. ia tad LA Oe 
-C. P. Bartholemew, Sydney ~ Hae tote 

~ W. McLeod, Sydney~ a oe = 3,284. 
- Telefunken Company, — Germany ha Soe OW 
_ Thus 98,402 shares are held in these few 
hands. 


The reading of these pepe is not un- 

Oe oaiitia 
~ Marconi Companies want the monopoly 
_ of the world’s patents, and that Australia, 
hop, and an establishment, and ma- 
hinery in capable hands, 
turn out wireless, must. rapidly diminish 
i their profits. Honorable. senators may 
-ask what the profits of wireless are. 


by Mr. Thomas, regarding ninety steamers 
fitted by the Amalgamated Company :-— 


- Subsidies. for 90 steamers. ..* £29,350 
| pea ten cine Lid: tae cat «.. 18,500 

oe arrek 46 eT ac 2010 B58 
That is the profit for one year. Do hon- 


- amalgamated companies 


a 


are 


| er a 


“ 


Mr. Thomas also says— 


fa) The company is over- capitalized to the 


extent of some £20,000. 
(b) That the over-capitalization js. concealed 
- in the item, Patent Rights, &e. (equivalent in 


“i? 


saat oe some ‘£6 00). ery 
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in the hands of foreigners. We 


: ~ eompany known as the Australian ane, 


‘They show that the organized 


with its superior wireless system, with a 
equipped to. 


Let. - 
‘me read the following. figures, also given — 


orable senators understand now why the 
straining 
every nerve to wipe out the Australian - 


- this” ease to a goodwill), which hasbeen in- 
~ flated to £90,000 (less the yee reserve. ace 


ae be traced all sige thi 3 
“the works were about. to be pure as 


to one Age and yea from Sine 
have not looked the matter up to — 
whether the Age and Argus acted on 
letter or not; I am simply showing 
was done by the head of a great comp 
the majority of the shares of which 


Sea Germans ‘are. asl them. os 


huge interests that are at» stake, na et 


the 2 of Australia know that 


become the: iad Bris syste ey 
not have occutred In vain. 


ae i e} 


“was. Age 
order to be able to” answer innur 
questions on the subject, and also tc 
on a motion moved in this . 


“my own aoe eden and the q 
-of purchasing. a wireless 
oe equip ee to free. itse 


their grip ie they may earn hie on 
have the influence of the press 
them, and that press. brands as a 


bargain. “That. is my position. : 
before. me, not only the reports, 
broad interests and outlook of this 
‘cern. Let me ‘see what influences | 
been at work, en big! 


I have given figures to hd th 
ee Company. earned £ 


installed with their apparatus. During 


the week I tried to get from the Navy 


Office the exact cost of the installation of 
’ £fteen of our Australian vessels with 
Marconi wireless apparatus in England, 
and the exact cost of fifteen similar 


tart hoe the figures are not to hand, 
but I have other figures which show that 
_ there is a profit of about £100 for every 


vessel to the Australian Amalgamated 


ay per annum. One _ hundred 
_ vessels installed with our own plant would 


‘monopoly take, but they. would return us 
an ample profit, and at the. same time 


system better than that of a monopoly at 
a cheaper rate. In these circamstances, 


are influences at work in this country to 
discredit our transactions ?-- 
senators do understand that, and know it 
as a fact, and the world will yet know 
that‘ it is a fact. What do honorable 


‘poly 
them? Honorable senators know how they: 
fought our former  Postmaster-General, 


“the grave. I will not let my feelings carry 
me away, or I might say that it Tooks to 
be a dangerous thing to oppose big 
_ foreign companies. I had better buttress 


svidence, - because the days are coming 
when members of Parliament will not be 


oe company commands the press, and 
ao the press forms and poran Gs: public 
opinion. © 


" Macandie, Naval Secretary, dated 19th 
~ December, 1918, in answer to the in- 
~ quiry I alluded to above— 
Dear. Senator- Gardiner, aes 


_ ‘Regarding your request: of the “oes day, I 
- regr et that Ihave been unable to get a proper 


- comparison--as” to the cost of the Common-~ 


‘wealth fitting wireless installation in a mer- 
chant ship. and of the Marconi Company doing 
he same. I find that our wireless workshops 
ave offered to fit ships of the Commonwealth 
Yovernment line at, say, £450... The Marconi 
Company work on different lines. They charge 
hire of installations—that is, they require a 
pt “e Bes a ee of £225 or naa for a AP 


Eactealiy £100 a year from every “vessel “of ten years. 


vessels fitted with our own system. Un- - 


earn more. 
from plant which our shop could put in 


not give us the huge profits that the 
provide for our shipping people a wireless 


‘cannot honorable senators see why there. 


senators think of this idea of the mono-' 
of besmirching every one who fights © 


the late Charley Frazer—fought him to 


-evervthing I have to say by documentary 


2 believed, even on their oath, seeing that 


This is the fetter I Lee roan Mr. | 


the ev'dence. 
which the evidence was obtained, ‘and how a 


“The mistaliativn ae remains — 
the property of the Marconi Company. Out 


of the money they receive they undertake to 


pay the wages of one operator up to-£100 per 
annum. So- that, you see, an exact tA a 


_is hardly possible. 


Senator ILt.-Colonel O’LoGHLIN. ls es 


“£100 a year all that an operator gets? 


Senator GARDINER.—T think tie 
are other means by which operators can 
Even that letter shows that 


for £450, the amalgamated companies 
draw a profit of £100 a year. _ Multiply 
that by a hundred ships, and, in view of 
the prosperity ahead of us in the near 
and distant future, by thousands of ships, 
and surely honorable senators can see — 
that this is more than a party matter. — 
It is a matter in which Australian in- © 
terests are threatened. If Australian in- — 
terests «are managed as, they should be, 


the Australian patent will become hae 


Honorable - British patent. 


The Australian wireless 


system will become the United Briuah 


wireless system, and the amalgamated — 
companies know it. I read of- proposals 
to link Australia up with the rest of the 
Empire. Will it not be better to nk pe 
up with Imperially-owned wireless sta- — 
tions, with an establishment in which we 
can manufacture and repair all our re-_ 
quiremnts, and leave out. of consideration — 
the interests of thése foreign compan es - 
which are fighting so bitterly and ~ dis- = 


-erediting so effectively every public man 


who dares to stand in their way ? 


IT shall leave the, matter at that, fee 
conclude, but it will be a long conclusion. 
I shall conclude with a review of the 
serious question of the way in which the 
evidence was taken, and finally with an_ 
amendment to the motion, recording the 
disapproval of the Senate of the method — 
and manner of obtaining and taking evi- 
dence, and the fact that the report is — 
against the weight of evidence, and ealcu- 


lated to bring His Majesty’s Commission 
Into disrepute, “ridicule, 
“That 1s a serious sncadni sae to move, 


and contempt. — 


but I am going to-justify it by a : 


-the manner in which the evidence was — 


taken. I have alreadv shown that the — 
decisions of the Commission. were against — 
Let me see the manner in — 


it was taken. I am. certain: that it was un 


9776 Naval and 


cere a 


illegally taken. Our Royal Commissions 
Act authorizes Royal Commissioners to 
send for witnesses, and compel them to 
produce papers. I am not attributing 
dishonest. purposes to Mr. McBeath. I 
dare say he has found himself in a posi- 
tion in which a great many more able 
men have found themselves before to-day 
—that is, a position entirely new to him, 
and that he knows nothing about. It is 
‘no discredit to a business man to say 
that he does not know how to conduct 
the proceedings of a Royal Commission. 
But when he has discharged his duties in 
~a way which reflects discredit on the Com- 
mission and on the Parliament, the facts 
should be placed before the Senate. I 
hold Mr. McBeath responsible for every 
officer employed by the Commission... In 
this connexion, I propose to refer to the 
way in which Senator Long was inveigled 
into a conversation with Mr. Cornwell, 
‘which was placed upon record by a short- 


hand writer who was secreted on the other. 


side of a wall, with a telephone held to 
his ear. What would we say of a High 
Court Judge who allowed his sahara 
writer to go down to a secret interview of 
that kind, for the purpose of taking notes? 
Would we say that it was a fair method of 
obtaining evidence? There are two 
written records of that interview in the 
exhibits which are in the hands of the 
- Commission and of the Government. One 
of these records was written by Mr. Price, 
the shorthand writer to whom I have re- 
_ ferred, and the other was written by Mr. 
Cornwell, In Mr. Cornwell’s record, 
there does not appear the names of two 
senators who are not mentioned in his 
evidence. 

Senator Lt:-Colonel O’Locuriin. — 
Where did the honorable senator find 
that out? 


Senator GARDINER.—I discovered it 


by visiting the Prime Minister’s Depart- 
ment, where I spent “a day>in going 


~ through the exhibits. ‘The two written 
‘statements by the two interested persons 


‘made no reference to Senator Russell and— 


myself. But let me get along. What 
would honorable senators thing of a 
Supreme Court Judge who allowed his 
shorthand writer to attend an interview 
_ and take notes under the conditions which 


~ 


- if people choose so to regard me. 


I have doseribea ? Is that a ewe of 
obtaining evidence which can be ap-— 
proved? Then, I would remind honor-— 
able senators. that a Royal Commissioner __ 
can no more delegate his powers than can _ 
a Supreme Court Judge. A Royal Com- 
mission is at liberty to call witnesses, and 
compel them to produce documents. But 
it is not empowered to do what this Com- + 
mission did, namely, to instruct Mr. — 
Brentnall to direct Mr. Barton.to gotoa  — 
bank and examine my private banking — 

account. As a matter of fact, 1am 
heartily: glad that the Commission did 
examine my account before I learned of 
it. That account showed that, apart — 
from my parliamentary salary, no amount 
higher than £5 had been paid into it, for 
the simple reason that I have no income 
other than that which I derive from 
politics. I am a professional politician, — 
Bost 
this matter is not a personal one with me. 
Mr. Starke, in examining me, said, “I 
understand ‘that you have given permis 
sion for your banking account to be 
examined?” To that I replied, “Yo : 
should understand nothing of the kind.” — 
I have since found that the examination 
of my banking account took place months — 
ago. Senator Russell was treated in the : 


every other honorable senator has ye 
subjected to similar treatment. 


iook-out for us. 


Senator GARDINER.—It is. < 
for that aspect of the case, I foulae not 
have occupied the time of the Senate. 
This is a new practice, or else it is a leap” 
back to the Star Chamber system. If the 
Labour’ party were in power to-morrow. 
how would Senator Fairbairn like it to 
appoint a Commission to examine all the 
accounts of honorable senators opposite? 

Senator Farrsarry.—A Commission 
may look at my account any day. 

Senator GARDINER—I know that. 
But can this un-British practice co 
tinue ? Where will it lead? ve th 


from a system of that kind. 


If honorable senators will 13 
trouble to examine the recor 


; that in the evidence? 
Senator GARDINER.—No. 


me lished. 


Naval and _ 


ae ‘are in the Prime Minister’s Depart- 


ment, they will find that this Com- 
mission first held a secret inquiry. At 
that inquiry they examined a man 
named Carroll, who made quite a num- 
ber of statements about Mr. 


by Mr. Starke, and by the chairman of 
the Commission, to. be an unreliable wit- 


ness—in fact, an unmitigated liar—and 


Mr. Cussen cad that he did not wish liars 
to give evidence before the Commission. 
While this secret Commission was sit- 
ting, Carroll came before it, and, though 
he ‘did not impute any dishonesty to Mr. 
Watt, he told what he knew about him. 


. He said that when Mr. Watt was Leader 


of the Opposition, he had approached 
him and told him what was going on in 


a regard to the Shaw Wireless. He affirmed 
that he had requested Mr. Watt to take 
action. 


Then when Mr. Watt became a 
colleague of Mr. Jensen he again ap- 
- proached him, and on this occasion Mr. 
Watt said that he could not well take the 
matter up then, because Mr. Jensen was' 


his colleague. 
Senator Lt.-Colonel Locman. —Is 


Senator O’Kuere.—lt is a pity that it 


Boo eas ot: published. . 


Senator GARDINER.—It will be pub- 


shown against Mr. Watt, except that this 


infamous liar wént hatars the Commis- 


sion and made statements which, twenty 


_ years after Mr. Watt’s death, will impugn’ 


' his character. These AE eg are con- 
tained in documents of which the Govern- 
ment are in possession at the present 
moment. What occurred to Mr. Watt 
might have occurred to any one of us. 
That gentleman, I repeat, is only men- 
tioned by Carroll as having been told 
about the wireless business. 

- Senator Kratine.—When was Mr. 
Watt Leader of the Opposition ? 

Senator GARDINER.—It was state- 
ments like that which broke down Carroll’s 
evidence. He knew so little about politi- 
cal matters that Mr. Starke soon dis- 
covered that his statements were so ab- 


we surd that they stamped him as an unmiti- 


= pot | liar. The result was that he was 


op Ee 
TN ote Pict > 24 
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4 Watt. T 
want to say that Mr. Carroll was declared 


There is nothing dishonorable’ _ transaction. 


eet. 


rake 
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not called before the open tribunal. In 
these circumstances, I appeal to honor- 
able senators'to say that these secret tri- 
bunals must end. The honesty of several — 
members of Parliament was impugned 
by Carroll without their knowledge. Any 
honorable senator can verify my state- 
ment by reference to the decument which 
is in the hands of the Prime Minister. In 
this matter the Government would be 
well advised if they called to their aid the 
High Court Judges, put into their hands — 
all this secret information, together with 
the Commission’s report and findings, and 
asked them to report upon the entire 
business. 

Senator Lt.-Colonel O’Loeurim.—lf 
one honorable senator can see these secret 
documents, we are all entitled to see them. 

Senator GARDINER. — Exactly. I 
have already shown the disgraceful trick 
adopted by the Commission to secure evi- 
dence as to what took place at a pas 
lar conversation. : 

Senator Prarcze.—That is referred. to 
in the evidence. 


Senator Lt. “Catonel O’Loaxrin. —But : 
the exhibits are not printed, and that is 
what makes the evidence so none 
and puzzling. i 


Senator. GARDINER.—Yes. Now, | 
let me say what I think of the whole 
I believe that Carroll and 
Lynch conspired to blackmail certain 
people, I believe that anybody who goes 
into the evidence and documents, as I 
have done, will arrive at a similar con- 
clusion. I have already said that, until 
I read the Commission’s report, I re- 
garded Cornwell as a reputable man. But 
every charge of corruption preferred 
against any public man in the proceed- 
ings of the Commission can be traced 
directly to Cornwell, as indeed can all the 
evidence to buttress such charges. Corn- 
well and Lynch were working together. 


Cornwell was Lynch’s superior officer. 


Upon the death of Father Shaw, Lynch 
got a communication from Carroll sympa- 
thizing with him, and asking for a 
memento of Father Shaw. Lynch’s 
mother then came to Melbourne and | 
interviewed Carroll. Some time later, — 


‘ Lynch came to Melbourne, and met 


Li ws 


eae Deron 3 in Asoliema-etreay hee went aio 
Collins House, and had tea together. 
Then followed a letter from Carroll to 
Mr. Jensen asking for employment. 
_ Lyneh had already asked for employment. 
_ The letter asking for employment ‘was 
-_ siinply a means to insure a meeting with 

the Minister. A few days later, Carroll 
presented his card at the Navy Office, and 
Wrote upon it, “ Business—Shaw Wire- 


less” One can see the blackmail at 
-. work. Cornwell and Lynch had been to- 
gether. Cornwell had met Carroll, and 


-. almost simultaneously the blackmailing 
of Mr. Jensen started... He, too, met 
= Carroll. A day or two afterwards, Mr. 
_ densen, getting wind of how things were 
Pe going, played the trick of secreting detec- 
tives at the Navy Office; and at a cer- 


; (he introduced them to him. 
oe oe worth knowing. 


Now, let me get back to 
; : ment that all the evidence 
2 Ae corrupt. charges may be 
Cornwell. He was foreman 
_ Shaw’s works. Upon the death of Father 


That ig a 


my. ‘state- 
in regard 
traced to 


to Mr. Willis, who informed him that on 
_ the preceding Saturday, Father Shaw had 
drawn £5,300, which could not be traced. 
Cornwell, upon thinking the matter over, 
"evidently, for some purpose of his own, 
must have desired to trace that money. 
1 am of opinion that he anticipated some 
favours from Father Shaw—favours 
which he would probably have received 
had: that gentleman not died suddenly. 
Lynch, in his evidence, admits having 
expected certain aoe from Father 
Shaw, including a trip to. America. 
eh ‘But there i is £5,300 not: aed for, and 
a works manager under the Commonwealth 
Government becomes.a private investiga- 
Sa officer.. He meets Miss Hoad.. She 
visits luis house. She tells him she has a 


ders, of the Parliament were to get £2,000 


each, AG little while after that Goradell | 
She meets him in Moore- — 
i - street, Sydney, and he introduces her, to 


"writes to her. 


the secret commissioner. Her story is 


~ 


‘Senator Gardiner. 


puted the same; and Miss~ ‘Toad h 


infamous ‘Carroll, to blackmail certa 


tain stage in his 2 SS with Carroll, 
and houorable senators’ 


x wish to os on record, first, s ‘some ne 


of Father ~ 
Shaw, he took certain cheques to the bank 


think, on the 16th, on which he was e 


eross-examination I submitted him to 
_ Tished that we could not rely pers him 


not believe him on his oath. 


Z - letter i in which it is stated that. two mem- 


evidence out altogether. 


told. She has not Father Shaw’s letter, 


because I took the responsi 
Aes: has quite a ae ete to sie 


fopmatiwn in ‘die Sen aphibriac: 
has imputed corruption. Lae 


letter. If there was £5,300 missing, : 
not. possible that Cornwell and Lynch pt 
their heads together, assisted’ by this. 


peoplhte 3. 3 : 


I will turn to the pvidanes now, ney Wi 
refer to the manner in which it was takes 


doce? s in open fered ES which i im: 
puted dishonour to men against whom n 
charge of dishonour could be levelled. Se 
will not call it tlic 0. 


fame of a dead: man. I propose to ‘di , 
attention to the utterances of Cornwell 
reputation 
well as those of Cornwell, are invo 


Cussen dA ishci taking that ea 
examine it himself. Mr. ‘Cussen ee ™m 


a sts oan peer by Carroll on ‘the. 14t 
May, also-a. statement made by Rea 


‘by-me. - Also. a. statement of the tr 
of Mr. Jensen’s interview with Carrol 
Mr. Cussen—lI have got that; I want Car Te 
pots evidence if possible. : a a 
Mr. Starke—Here is his. statement 
what you mean? @ ag 
Mr. Oussen.—Yes. a 
Mr, Starke—I think you will find — 


sions ae Commission. 
Mr. Starke.—I was only just want iT 
fries out he was utterly. untruthful ; yor c 


Mr. Cussen.—I only wanted to know Ww 
I stood. 
The Chairman.—We- absolutely ; 


Mr. Ohisaen te ald me about 
wanted to clear the airy 


nae train ‘Mr. Carroll. 


could | an ‘no relia 


Naval and 


- Honorable senators will note the type of 


man with regard to whom there are secret 
documents upon the files, showing how he 
endeavoured to impugn the reputations 
of honorable men, who did not know they 
i: _ were being attacked, and who were never 
given a chance of. defending themselves. 
, Senator Lt.-Colonel O’Logurin.—The 
_ War Precautions Act and internees over 
again ! 


: Senator GARDINER.—Just the same 


kind of thing. I will now turn to the evi- | 


_ dence of Miss Hoad. 


is Senator PEARCE. —This was not secret 
m evidence. 


Senator GARDINER.—This lady was 


ast examined in secret; but it is only fair 


to say that I am now quoting from the 


2 a efficial public documents, so the evidence 


is not secret. But the point I wish to 
make is that the man at whom this evi- 
- dence was aimed was dead, and his friends 


knew nothing about the inquiry, and had. 


no opportunity to defend his. character. 
These Commissioners—the “ trusty and 


Pe so keen upon business matters 
that they have degraded His Majesty’s 
- gommission. I am snot saying that offen- 
sively; ‘but I claim that, by taking such 
 evidenee as this, and publishing it, they 
al have defamed the fair name of a dead 
man. And any member of the Govern- 
“ment who indorses the report of the Com- 
mission must accept that same condemna- 
_ ‘tion. This was a business Commission. 
: Let us see how it pursued its investiga- 
tions. The brutality of the Hun scarcely 
exceeds this examination of a lady. 
will quote from Miss Hoad’s evidence, as 
follows 
Evie Bendence Hoad, sworn and examined. 
By Mr. Starke. —What are you ?—Manageress 
. of the J enolan Caves. 
= How long have you been manageress there ?— 
_ * About sixteen months. 
__-Did you know Father Shaw ?—Yes. 
How long had you known him?—TI do not 
_ know whether the end of March or the begin- 
ning of April, 1914 


-—I did not understand very much about it 
except what he tcld me about it. »He often 
spoke to me about it. 

_ Did he ever mention the matter of selling 
the works to the Government ?—Yes. 
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_ well beloved ” McBeath, Verco, and Tay- 


__* Did you know anything of his wireless works? 


tioned that I cannot remember. 
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Could you tell me when he meneoned that 
matter to you?—The first time he ever spoke 
about it was in December—the December before 
he died. . 

‘That would be December, 1915 ?—Yes. 

What did he say to you ’—He was going to 
make’ munitions. I asked him whether he 
would make a success with it, and he said, 
“Tf I don’t, I shall sell the works.” 

Did he say anything more?—Yes. 
more about selling. 

Did he ever speak to you again about it 


Nothing 


\: Yes. 


When next can you remember 2] Hee it 
would be some time about the middle of Feb- — 
ruary. a 

Where did he see you?—In Sydney. 

At his works, or where?—4At his works. — 
Phiaes you go out to see him at- his works?— 

es. 

Would you tell me what’ was said then?— 
He seemed to be downhearted ‘because the muni- 
tions were about to close, and I asked him 
what he would do, and he said he would sell 
the works. : 

Did you say anything ?—Yes. 

What did you say?—I asked him if he 
thought he would be able to sell them. He 
said he thought he would. He said he would 
get Senator Long and Mr. Jensen to help in 


" the sale of the works. 


Can you remember anything else then ?— 


Hither in February, 1916+—I would not be sure 


whether he said that then or when I came down nae 


. towards the end of March to Sydney. 


Did you go down to Sydney about Mareh?— 
Yes, about the end of March. 
Did you see Father Shaw again?—Yes. 
Did he speak about the works again ?—Yes. — 
- What was the conversation then as far as 
you can remember ?—He said he was going to 
try.and sell to the Government, that he would 
have a little trouble, he thought, but thought 
it would come off. ; 
He said lots of things ?—He said he would 


"get Long and Jensen to work, and that he did 


not think he would hawe any trouble in Souing. 
them to sell. 
Did he ever tell you the works were sold ?— 


‘Yes. 


‘When did he tell you that?—Just a little 
while before he died, he wrote and told me. 

What. date would that be about?—l got a | 
letter on a Monday from him from Melbourne. 
He did not put any address, 

Where is that letter ?—I destroyed it a long 
time ago. 


How did he address you?—By my christian — . 
name, Evie; as a. matter of fact, he had a nick- 


name for me, “ E——.” He said in that letter. 
the works were sold, and he would soon be 
back in Sydney. He ‘said he had drawn a lof 


of money out of the bank—I am not sure of ~ 


the amount, but I think he said between £6,000 
and £7,000, and he said, “ Long will probably 
get about £2, 000 of it. Jensen about the same, 

and there were some other names he mens 


oe ae i 


Had those answers 


_ @yidence of this lady. 


make that possible. 


Have you thought over them since?—Yes. 
I could not remember them now. 

Was there anything else in the letter you 
ean remember?—I cannot think of anything 


‘else just now. 


I will mention several names to you to see 


if they recall anything to you. Was the name 


“Cresswell” mentioned?—I would not be 
dure whether it was mentioned in the letter, 
but he often spoke about Cresswell to me. I 
really could not remember what he said about 
him. I could not say if it was mentioned in 
the ietter. 

Was the name of “ Russell ” fee Gnea ?—No. 
enettnes ”2No; I could not remember 
that ies 


been different they 
would have impugned the reputation of 
men who knew nothing of such questions 
being pus to a witness concerning them- 
selves, who were not aware that an inquiry 
of such a nature was proceeding. Now 


let me show where the Commission went 
off the track, and how it got away from. 
the business side. of its inquiry. And, by 


the way, I point to a discrepancy in the 
She swears that a 
letter ‘from Father Shaw, written on a 


Sunday i in Melbourne, was in her posses-. 
sion in Sydney on Monday. 
know of any mail service which could ~ 
: It may be held that 
this is only a slight discrepancy; but the 
_ fair fame and good reputation of a dead 


I do not 


man rest upon such evidence. 
Senator pp Laram—Can you do any 


re good by pursuing that matter further ? 


Senator GARDINER.—Yes, because a 


ae cowardly libel--has been uttered, 
and silence on my part would furnish no 
remedy. 


When I have done, there will 


have been placed before the country the 


io tie 


é 15 
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fact that not only did the Commission 
take evidence of this nature, but that 
Commissioner McBeath permitted direct’ 
perjury under his very eyes and ears, and 
failed to check it, and failed, moreover, 
to let the publie know. 
_ Senator pr Larare—I do not say that 
- the honorable.senator should not prove as 


T will prove that. 


much as he is able to.do; but what is the 
good of following this up? 


‘Senator GARDINER—1I will prove 


“that Cornwell came to help to spread a 
slander and launch a libel. 
by further evidence that, 
‘ings ' which he swore © positively occurred 


IT will show 
in regard to 


in T Melboweeee Re was 2 ee same 


~ March or April, 1913 or 1914. 


womanly instincts revolted at the br 


—the perjury 0 as 


e 
Sydney. Should not facts such as 
be brought to light? . 

Senator pe Laratn. —I ant not % 
tioning that. 2 ee 

Senator GARDINER—If I ‘thong 
that to hold my. peace would redeem eg 


ber of his oe aud Lam not ashamed 
of having known bith: : 
‘Let us me to further considevatio, 


waltiee until he got Soren settled up 

Cross-examined by Mr. Cussen—How long 
had you known him?—My father had kno 
him since he was a. boy. i 


And was it in 1914 he asked “tees to m 
him ?—Yes. 


Yes. 
And still in avaines in. the Keep _¥ 
said he would leave the church as soon 
could. As a matter of fact, he asked 
several times to marry him secretly but, 
course, T would not do that. 
_ And he still remained a priest of the: »ehurch 
—I suppose So. 


were they not?—What do you mean see: 
Sexual intercourse took place between you? 

No. > 

_ Never ?—No. 

That was an emphatic answer. 

a business Commission puree 


ee man by Sr elenies such ovilenees 
will be seen how all this witn 


course which the’ Commission was 
suing. And McBeath, “the trusty 
well beloved” Commissioner, degr 
His Majesty’s Commission by pur 
an inquiry of that nature. And wi 
“ trusty and well beloved” Execut 
visers of His Majesty continue th 
gradation. by allowing records © 
these to remain in the archives 
Commonwealth? eg 

I will pass now to the wors 


mM col and 


‘prove | that that man’s 
directed to the very same purpose, namely, 
_ the defamation of the memory of a dead 
man. Here is Mr. Cornwell’s evidence— 
a By. Mr. Cussen.—In this report it is said on 
the Monday night before Father Shaw. was 
taken ill there were two girls in his room. 
+ What does that-refer to? Was it a fact that 
two girls were in his room ?—Yes. 
During the night?—I could not say that. 
There is’ a suggestion that merely two girls 
were in his bedroom, or was it that he was mis- 
_  eonducting himself with the girls?—The girls 
were in his room that’ evening. 
What did you infer from it?—I thought 
there was misconduct there, yes. 
Do you know who the girls are ?—No. 
“Does anybody else know?—I do not know. 
a at appeal to honorable senators to read the 
evidence, and carefully note the answers, 
s - and then remember that Cornwell was in 
Sydney, while the late Father Shaw was 
oe in Melbourne. The Commission also 
were aware of this fact, although they 
-mever took any steps to check this evi- 
: dence, upon the strength of which this 
2 ‘infamous scandal has been published 
_broadeast throughout Australia. — 
Senator Lt.-Colonel O’Loenrimm.—Did 
“they know that Cornwell was in Sydney 
at that time? 
- Senator GARDINER.—That is a per- 
_timnent question, so I shall read more of © 
the evidence. 

-- Senator O’Krrrr.—Did Connell give 
that evidence as something of his own 
"personal knowledge? 

Senator GARDINER.—I ask honor- 


or 


Set 


2 igble senators to read the evidence for | 


themselves. Here it is. They will see 
_ that the chairman appeared to be desir- 
ous~of giving, instead of getting, infor- 
mation— 
. The ‘Chairman. —I might say that the Com- 
mission were very anxious, as indeed they are 


now, to trace this matter, and when we heard 
that Father Shaw was taken ill, and Senator 


’ Long made some suggestion about foul play, — 
ei: 


the secretary of the Commission communicated 
- with the police, and we had Father Shaw’s 
movements traced from the time he took ill on 
5 the Monday, rather from the time he got the 
a ‘money on the Saturday. We got the report 
a that he had had those women in his room, and 
es saa 7 another man, Carter, was named. 
Mr. Cussen.—Has Carter been traced? 
The Chairman.—Yes, and examined. 
{r..Cussen.—Have the girls been found? 
The Chairman.—Yes, the a have reported 
9 the Commission. 


a 1BZ2 
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Are they reputable women, or disr eputait? 

The Chairman. —Disreputable. 

Mr. Oussen—And is this Carter a reputable : 
man, or disreputable? 

The Chairman. —Here is Carter’s statement. 
We found that Carter was a man very hard up, 
and had pawned his watch very soon after 
Father Shaw died. We have the fullest State- — 
ment. 

Mr. Cussen.—That is substantially all the 
-information I want. 

The Chairman.—If{ you would like te see. he’ 
police file it is available. 

Here is a portion of Cornwell’s avidehah 


dealing with his last interview Mi 
Shaw— 


Did he at: any time before his death tell’ you 
to whom he had disbursed any money?—No. _ 

Did he tell you whetherhe had in fact dis- 
bursed any money ?—No. 

When did you see him last?—I saw him last 
on 17th July, 1916. 
That was a month before ®Father Shaw 
died. I appeal to the Government that 
this is a most serious matter. Here is a 
witness who has sworn certain evidence 
‘about Father Shaw, and, in another part 
of his examination, admits that he had 
not seen Father Shae ‘for a month before _ 
he died. The Commission have allowed 
the fair fame of that man to be maligned 
when they had knowledge that the evi- 
edence was unreliable. If the Govern- 
ment permit this report to become an 
official document—if they do not with- 
draw it—I can only express my disgust at 
such a disgraceful method of eonducting 
evidence. 


_ J am not raging about McBeath. He 
may have undertaken a job he did not | 
understand. He may have thought it — 


“was his duty to pursue this inquiry into os 


the. personal character of certain indivi- — 
duals in this way. But I ask: Is this 
practice to continue? JI said earlier in 
the course of my remarks that we had 
taken one step along a very dangerous 
path, or that we had jumped back to the 
Dark Ages of the Star Chamber, with the | 
result that even the dead are not exempt — 
from the calumny of perjurers. I would 
not like my character to be besmirched by 
evidence of this nature. And, mark you, 

the man does not live whose character is 
so high as to be free of the menace that 
one day he might be held up to ridicule 
and contempt on the evidence of the most 


petngs ; 
Eg 
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degraded and most disreputable being in 
the community. This is the reason why 
I have spoken to-night. This evidence 
is before the Government, and I say that 
the matter cannot stop where it is. It 
has gone either too far or not far 
enough. Let there be the fullest inquiry 
into the value of these works. Let the 
Government select, not an expensive 
Royal Commission, but three competent 
men, and get their opinion as to the plant. 
The stores may have gone, but the books 
will show the turnover of the property, 
and the amount it has earned. Let them 
express an opinion as to whether the pro- 
perty was worth the money given for it. 
‘Then, as regards the method of taking 
evidence, I say, let the Government sub- 
mit all the exhibits and all the evidence, 
as well as the manner in which it was 
taken, to their advisers, and let them act 
as honorable men should act. I impugn 
not the Government. They are -respon- 
sible for the appointment of the Commis- 
sion, but they cannot be held responsible 
for the manner in which it conducted its 
business. As an amendment I move— 
That the following words be added to the 
motion:—“and that an address be presented 
to His Excellency the Governor-General, in- 


forming him that the Senate records its dis- 
- approval of— 

{a) the method of obtaining Bilichoe: 

(6b) the manner of taking evidence; 
(ce) declares that the report is against the 


weight of evidence, and calculated to- 


bring His Majesty’s Commission into 

disrepute, ridicule, and contempt.” 
_ Let me conclude my remarks by saying 
that in the limited time at my disposal 
JT have not been able to read the whole of 
the evidence; but yet, on going through 
the exhibits and perusing so much of the 
evidence I have heen able to read, I re- 
“eopnise that a new 
inquiry has arisen. Already, as the re- 
sult of the evidence taken at this se¢ret 
inquiry, one public man has lost his posi- 
tion. Js that not punishment? Senator 
‘Pearce to-day gave his version of the in- 
‘terview which he had with Mr.. Jensen. 
He was quite right to explain his posi- 
‘tion. I am not defending Mr. Jensen. 
- Senator Long I cannot refer to, because 
of the statement made by the Government 


that his case is still under Babine 22s 


Senator Gardiner. 


ledge, but from a police report. Upon 


report... 


system of judicial. 


by the: legal auihennee “Baw Sane 
Long has spoken himself in this chamber, — 
and I do not desire to say anys with - 
regard to his remarks. . 


I have taken much Ene 66 do ‘ieee! 
things— ) 


(1) To show that the bargain ‘made by | 
the Hughes Government with respect te 
the Shaw Wireless’ Works v was a Bone bar- — 
gain. 


(2) To show the pernicious and idee : 
influence of the aratrot and Telefunken a 
companies, Re 

(3) To . disclose ~ the discreditables 
methods. of the Commission in permitting — 
a man to perjure himself by making 
statements of which he had no air 
knowledge. - 


The Commission knew this man was” 
speaking, not of his own pee ‘know- 


a 


these three questions I earnestly urge the 
Government to carefully reconsider this _ 

They will have time before t the — 
Senate meets again, and I feel that even — 
my statements are sufficiently serious to 
warrant consideration. And being so 
serious, I need not expect a Me to < 
night. 


Let me conclude by saying that, as shen 
as the Hughes Government was con: 
cerned, not only did we inquire into the | 
exact value of these works before they 
were purchased, but the Minister for — 
Defence (Senator Pearce) will bear me 
out when I say that we had depleted 
Australia of the weapons we would 
have been called upon to use had 
Australia been attacked at that time 
Here was an opportunity to secure a well 
equipped plant—a plant capable of turn- 
ing out 18-pounder guns, shells, and other 
munitions, I may add that we had al 
ready commandeered portion of this ma 
Sey ub in order to increase the outp | 


- dinate officials? 


Pabie Service 
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- eomparison with that of any later Go- 


- vernment. I have not regarded this mat- 
ter as a personal one; but I have spoken 
feelingly because of the imputation con- 
tained in the report of the Royal Com- 
mission that the purchase of the works 

was a blunder. I say it was a good bar- 
gain. I challenge any one to prove that 
‘it was not a good bargain. The value 
still stands. It cannot be questioned. 


And I emphasize the fact that its value. 


to the Commonwealth was infinitely 


greater when Australia was threatened 


with invasion. That Australia was not 
attacked was due to the fact that the 
- tide of war turned the other way, and the 
menace passed. ‘But, | may ask, did not 
_ the Government earry out any other great 
undertakings without consulting subor- 
: Did not the Hughes 
Government spend nearly £2,000,000 in 
the purchase of shipping? And on that 
occasion did we ask the advice of the 
Navy whether we could do so or not? 


If the war had ended within three 


months, any fool in the country could 
_ have risen and branded us as business 
bunglers. ‘But the war lasted long enough 


| for those ships to pay for themselves, and. 
_ this business Commissior will not inquire 


into that transaction. -I have no feud 
against business men. Like other men, 
they are right enough in their own sphere, 


. but, as this Commission has demon- 


_ strated, if business men get outside their 
own sphere they are capable of doing 
- things which are a discredit and a dis- 
grace to them. I have no more to say, 
. except to thank honorable senators for 
their attention. eat 

Debate (on motion by Senator pr 
‘Lareiz) adjourned. 


‘PUBLIC SERVICE BILL. - 


In Committee (Consideration resumed 
from page 9755): 

Clause 4 — 

Section seventy-two of the principal Act 
is amended by omitting sub-sections 3 to 6 in- 


_ elusive and inserting in their stead the fol- 
_lowing sub-sections: — 


: (7) The Regulations may prescribe —* 

_ (a) the minimum payment for duty per- 
formed by any officer on a holiday; 
and ers 


(0) that the performance, by an officer on 

a holiday occurring on or after the 

Ist day of July, 1918, of duty com- 

mencing at or after a prescribed hour 

of commencement, or terminating at 

or before a prescribed hour of ter- 
mination, shall not be deemed to be 

the performance of duty on a holis 

day. praise 

(8) This section shall have effect notwith- — 
standing the provisions of any award made by 
the Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and 
Arbitration under the Arbitration (Public Ser 


vice) Act 1911.” 


Upon. which Senator Russzry had 
moved— 5 

That the following words be added to the 
clause: —“ This section shall not commence 
until the Ist day of January, 1919.” 

Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—Vice- 
President of the Executive Council) 
[10.45|—I propose to withdraw my 
amendment, with a view to proposing other 
amendments. The main debate has 
centred round the fact that certain of the 
provisions of the Bill are retrospective in 
character. I have ascertained the facts 
in connexion with the dispute in the 


‘Court, and have had an opportunity of 


perusing the recent remarks of Mr. Jus- 
tice Powers.. As a result, I propose omit- 
ting from the Bill all words that make 1t 
retrospective in character. If the amend- 
ments I intend to propose are agreed to, 
the provisions of this measure will not 
affect any cases in the Courts at the pre- 
sent time. To give effect to what I pro- 
pose, I ask leave of the Committee to 
withdraw my present amendment. 
Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—Vice- 
President of the Executive -Council) 
[10.47]—I move— 
, eer 
That the following words be left out:— 

“(q) the minimum payment for duty per- 
formed by any officer on a holiday; 
and. ; 

(b) 99 

As honorable senators will remember, 
Senator McDougall’s amendment provid-_ 
ing for half-a-day’s pay was agreed to. 
That being so, the words which I propose _ 
to omit have become quite unnecessary. 
Senator Sunror.—Are we to understand 


» that the Government accept the position as 


stated by Mr. Justice Powers, and by the 


_ report of the.Board of Reference? 


“Senator: RUSSELIL:-=What ‘propose 
pot leave the matter entirely i in the hands 
af the Court. 


Senator McDoveart.—I have looked 
5 ie gh the proposed amendments, and I 
_ find that they carry out what I desire. 
‘Amendment agreed to. 

_ Amendment (by Senator RvussELu) 
_ proposed— 

That the following words be left out:—* oc- 
curring on or after the Ist day of July, 1918.” 


Senator Lt.-Colonel BOLTON (Vic- 
toria) [10.50]—I should lke to know 
what is the position of temporary em- 
_ployees in connexion with hohdays? I am 
_ informed that quite a number of returned 
‘soldiers are employed temporarily in the 
_ Public Service, and that they receive no 
consideration in the matter of holidays, 


even though their services may extend over 


a year. i think that they have some 
elaims for consideration. Is the Minister 
in a position to give the Committee any 
information on ‘the subject? 
Senator RUSSELL 
President of the Executive Council) 
-{10.51].—The temporary hands referred 
to are provided for under special condi- 


tions, and will not come under this Bill 


ss in any shape or form. 

Senator Lt.-Colonel Botton. —Do they 

now get any holidays? 

Senator RUSSELL.—Yes, they do. 

-- Senator Lt.-Colonel Bouron.—I am in- 
fortizedd that they do not. 

Senator RUSSELL.—I am 

i has after twelve months’ service they 

get twelve days’ leave of absence. 
Senator Lét.-Colonel Boxron.—They 

must have twelve months’ service before 

they get any holidays. 

Senator RUSSELL. —No; they get the 

ordinary public holidays, and after 


informed 


twelve months’ service they are entitled — 


_ to twelve days’ leave. .. 
- Amendment agreed to. 
Amendment (by Senator 
agreed to— 
That sub-clause (8) be left out. 
Senator RUSSELL (Victoria — Vice- 
_ President of the Executive Council) 
= [0. 52).—I move— 


RussELL) 


That the following words be added to the 


_ dause: ats This section shall not - Comimence 


(Victoria—V ice- © 


move—_ SOF 


until the first day of Fantienes One tho yu 
nine hundred and nineteen.” pes 
This is to make the operation of th 
commence with the New Year. Tt 


Chevseares halidey: é 
Senator Grant. —=[ should like foe 


have aied under the existing ‘Act. = 
Senator RUSSELL.—No; the whole 
matter will be left entirely ‘to. the Ar 
tration Court, and such other Courts— 
the Service organizations care to app 
to. Cases are now before the Court, 
we do not propose to interfere with ¢ a 
in any shape or form. ~ ee 
Amendment agreed to. — asec 
Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
Clause 5 (No payment for certain 
cession holidays Rais by Minister). 
Senator RUSSELL (Vistorian = Vag 
President of the Executive Council). 
[10.54].—In keeping with the statement 
IT have made to the Committee, that. ‘it 
intended to leave the decision in t 
matters to the Arbitration Court, I 
the Committee to negative this. clause 
Clause negatived. ; 
Title asta to. . 


adopted. 
Bill read a third time. 


etic 
Standing and Se onal Oust 

pended, and Bill (on motion by Be 

eke read a first time. : 


Seconp READING. 


That this Bill be now read a deen x 


J une, 1919.. Of this amount £10 
has already been .approved by t 

in Qupply Bills. Of the total ar 
£23,624,914, a sum of £1 
E5813, 


_Arrapiaion 
“war services is, of courses, required italy 
_ for war pensions, to pay interest to the 
British Government on indebtedness of 
~ the Commonwealth in connexion with the 
- -maintenance of Australian troops at the 
Front, and for the repatriation of our 
ne 3 - soldiers. 


b= The estimated revenue for the year is 


£45,375,591, and the expenditure out of 
revenue, £45,344,595. The revenue in- 
cludes £3,905, 091, balance brought for- 


ward 5 Sor ‘91 7- 18, and also the follow- . 


ing amounts estimated to be received 
from additional taxation— 


tie -- From Customs and “ee : 
£1,985,000 


: cise 
‘ From rucsme Tax 2,200,000 
=. -Yrom Land Tax 380,000 — 
From = Entertainments - 
oy TAX ; 275,000 
2 tom Postage War Tax 516,000 | 
£5 ,356,000 


Te also piriudes! a sum of £800,000 being 
- transferred from London. finds. These 
are funds which have accumulated in, 
~ London in anticipation of the supply of | 
goods, which, however, have not been sup- 
plied, and are not likely to Ibe shipped 
for months, and possibly years. The 
_ moneys are ‘herereve available for trans- 
fer back to the Consolidated Revenue 
Fund. 
As regards the larger expendidts esti- 
— mated to be made out of revenue com- 
pared with the amount of the Appropria- 
tion Act, 16 will, of course, be understood 
that large amounts are payable out of: 


‘revenue as special appropriations, the 
amount for 1918-19 being— 
For ordinary services. £12,552,189 ~ 
For war services, that 
is, interest on loans - 
and sinking funds... 11,316,066 
-Totalling £23,868,248 
“Phe — estimated expenditure of 


_ £45,344,595 includes £454,951 for new 
_ works already appropriated. 

_ In connexion with the criticism which 
has been made of the-Government as re- 
gards the heavy expenditure of the Com- 
jonwealth, it should be aig that 


oe 
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after the estimates ‘of expenditure were 


finally revised by the Departments, they 
were reduced by the Treasurer as fol- 
lows :-— 


‘Estimates in Chief £1,045,004 
New works payable out = 
of revenue | : 541,172 © 
New works payable out e 
of loan - 711,803 — 
Total tedietinns: “a “£9 297,979 


The total under the head of War cs 


penditure out of loan and revenue up 
to 80th June, 1918, and the estimated 
total up to the end of 1918- 19, ae pe 
summarized as follows :— 


Up to June, 1918— 
Out. of Revenue ... 
1918-19— 
Out of Revenue Se 


£24, 702,159 
21,129,602 


Out of War Loan £159,895,038 


1918-19— 
Out of War Loan 78,914,809 


Total War Expendi- 
ture estimated to 
June, 1919 


at 30th June, 1918, y 
Of this amount £245,467,006 is accounted 
for by loans raised for war purposes, and 
our indebtedness to the Government of 


the United Kingdom for the maintenance, 
of the Australian Imperial gforce to 


&e., 
the same date. In September last a 
further loan—the seventh—was issued. 
The subscriptions to this loan 


was also raised by the Commonwealth in 


London for the States in August last. 


Allowing for these loans and for minor. 
transactions of the public debt, the total 
public debt at the 30th November was 
£332,615,059. This includes the total of 


subscriptions to the seventh War Loan, — 
although some of the instalments of that 


loan are still outstanding. 


War pensions in force at 13th Decem-— 
ber, 1918, numbered 145,538, represent- 
ing an annual hability of " £4.394,776. 
The expenditure in 1917-18 
£2,772,220, an increase of £1,622,968 over 
the previous year. A further. increase 


£45,831, 761 
Up to Tone 1918— - 


£238,809,847 


£984,641,608 
The public debt of the Commonwealth 
was £284,022,072. 


totalled 
£44,029,180. A further loan of £4,750,000. 


‘ 


was 


moments’ 
the last time the Government will do this: 
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of £2,227,790 is expected this Ahan ° 


year. Provision is accordingly made for 
£5,000,000. The average fortnightly rates 
of pension granted to date are £1 16s. 


im the case of incapacitated soldiers, and 


£1 1s. 2d. in the case of dependants. 
Senator GRANT (New South Wales) 
f11.5].—It is exceedingly unfair of the 


Government to delay the presentation of 


these accounts until this moment. It is 
contemplated that Parliament will rise 
for a recess, probably to-morrow, and it 
is quite unfair to ask us to pass’ Estimates 
for over £13,000,000 with only a few 
consideration. I trust-this is 


Parliament has a right to have ample 
time placed at its disposal, and senators, 
individually and collectively, should be 
in a position to express their opinions 
about the way in which the taxation 
wrung from the people is expended. A 
very profitable discussion could take 
place regarding the expenditure on the 
naval works at the Henderson and 
Flinders Bases, and on a variety of other 
sources of expenditure. I regret that the 


Government did not bring the Bill for- 


ward earlier so as to give the Chamber 
an opportunity of expressing its opinions 
fully and freely on the expenditure of 
this vast sum: 


on the next occasion they will give us a 
week or a fortnight to wsedes a measure 


of this gagnitude. 


Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 


-[11.7].—I shall be glad if the Minister 


(Senator Millen) would agree to the ad- 
journment of the debate. If the whole 
Bill is going through to-night we shall 
require an opportunity to discuss it. I 


am rather in a difficulty, because I do not 


know how far the Minister intends to go 


at this late hour. 


~The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
T. Givens).—If the honorable senator re- 
sumes his seat now, I shall rule that he- 
has already spoken on the motion for the 
second reading, and certainly shall not 


_ allow him to speak again. 


Question resolved in the affirmative. 
_ Bill read/a second time. 
In Committee: 
Clause 1 agreed to. | 


oleate J 


I content myself at this - 
moment with expressing my desire that 


* it will be a done bane: 


eat si 2 ogg eam = 
Clause 2 (Issue “and soot 
£13,.512,774). bites: 
Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 
[11.9].—I wish to enter my strongest pos- 
sible protest against what is going on in — 8 
the Senate to-night. This Bill authorize 
ing the expenditure of, as set out in this 
clause, at least £13, 000, 000 has just’ been < 
placed in our hands, and it is not fair to 
expect honorable senators, who have been 
sitting early and late, to deal with it now. a 
It is not showing proper respect to ey, ’ 
orable senators. 
The CHAIRMAN (Senator shannon). 
—Order! The honorable senator is not 
discussing clause 2. ee . 
Senator PRATTEN.—1I shall sontetie oh 
myself with entering my strongest pos 
sible protest against the way in which it B: 
is attempted to jamb the business through - i 
at this late hour of the night. There will — 
be more time to discuss it to-morrow. 
The CHAIRMAN.—The | ae % 


senator is not 1 in order. 


~ 
Pe 


reading. The discussion in Committees 

must be confined to the clause before. ‘the 

Committee. 4 ‘gate 
Clause agreed to. ee: 
Clause 3 agreed to. 
First schedule agreed to. 
Second schedule: eas 
The Parliament, £41,115, Pi to eg 
_ Prime Mrinister’s DEPARTMENT. 
Proposed vote, £187, 177. a 


Senator THOMAS (New South a 
[11.13].—Do the Government intend © 
continue the Commonwealth line © 
‘steamers, for, which a sum of £13,55 
18 appropriated under this Department. 
now that the war is over? Personally, | 


can see their way to establish a main line — 
of steamers pales here and Ene i 


Great Britain. It would aed the — 
of the Orient line when the cont 
with them is finished. I have not a 
to say against the Orient Company 
vessels have ‘done: their work _we 
given a very fine service. bt ht 


German, flag flying from any vessel in 


Australian waters, though, of course, we 
hope to see the French flag here again. 


In my opinion, Australian boats should 


carry our mails one. way. There would 


be the Peninsular and Oriental, or some 
other lines, working in with them as be- 


fore. I should like to know whether the 
Government have considered this matter. 

Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
Minister for Repatriation) [11.17].—The 
interest of Senator Thomas in the Com- 
monwealth line of steamers is well known, 
and of long duration. I remind him that 


it is only within the past few weeks that 
the alteration of circumstances brought 


about by the cessation vf hostilities has 


- made what he suggests 
within that period the Government has 


itself to the subject. 


possible, and 
had no opportunity to seriously address 
It is, however, one 
of the matters that will be taken into 
consideration as early in the recess as. that 
can be done conveniently. 


Senator McDOUGALL (New. South 


Wales) [11.19]—I suggest that the Go- 
_vernment, 
ceased, might well reconsider its ship- 
_ building programme. 
has contracted to pay for wooden. vessels 
_ is a war price, that is altogether out of 
the question in peace time, and the ves- 
' sels themselves will not be needed. I 
understand that there are three 


now that hostilities, have 


The price that it 


keels 
laid down, but that it is impossible to get 
the labour that is needed, and under pre- 


sent conditiony the vessels will not be 
afloat for years. 
of the need for organizing labour for this‘ 
work, but nothing has been done. <A 
' skilled mechanic cannot be brought into 
existence by a wave of the hand. 


I have already spoken 


Men 
have to be taught, and it takes years to 
learn the shipwright’s trade. I believe 
that we are paying £32 per ton to have 


wooden vessels built which, when they are 


built, will not be worth £12 per ton; in- 
deed, they will be obsolete and Se 
My suggestion to the Government is that 
it should get expert advice, and not throw 
the taxpayers’ money away. We are 


told that seventy vessels will be on their 


" way to Australia before very long, and 


we nfay soon have more than’ we need. I 


should like to see the steel shipbuilding 


peuiry established here, but wooden 
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for itself. 
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ships are out of date. Ministers might 
well consider whether they cannot break 
the contracts which have been made for 
the building of wooden vessels, or, at 
least, see that no more such vessels are 
laid down. 

Senator GRANT (New South. Waleay | 
[11.22]—I should like the Minister for 
Repatriation (Senator Millen) to give us 
an indication of the value of the contracts 
that have been let for the building of. 
wooden ships, and to tellus whether there 
is a clause in the agreement which will 
allow the contracts to be terminated sub- — 
ject to arbitration as to compensation. 

Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
Minister for Repatriation) (11.23].—The 
matter to which Senator McDougall has 
referred has been occupying the attention 
of the Acting Minister for the Navy (Mr. 
Poynton) since the definite suspension of 
hostilities, and no doubt before long he — 
will place the result of his investigations 
before the Cabinet. 
to supply within a few minutes the 
figures asked for by Senator Grant. 

Senator McDOUGALL (New South ~ 
Wales) [11.24]—Can the Minister give us 
information regarding the salaries total- 
ling £1,339 set down for the manager, — 
engineer, and assistant connected with the 
Port Pirie wharf? I understand that 
some machinery has been erected on the ~ 
wharf for the coaling of vessels, but that 
it, has not proved so effective as hand 
coaling. 

Senator Mitten. — The item referred 
to makes provision for the staff of the 
coal-loading apparatus at Port Pirie. | 

Senator GARDINER (New South 
Wales) [11.25]. I understand that the 
Commonwealth line.of steamers has paid 
It has been carrying wheat 
for the farmers at 4s, per bushel, but 
freights have now been reduced by 25 
per cent., and I hope will soon be reduced 
again by 50 per cent. Even then they 
will be much higher than pre-war 
freights. “Ihe rural industries would get — 


an immense lift if we could provide that 


the farmers would make another 2s. per 
bushel from their wheat. That might be 
done by reducing the freights on wheat 
carried on the Commonwealth ships. As 
those ships have now paid for themselves, — 
they could carry freights very cheaply. 


I hope to be able — : 


% Dee Cel Se Soe ~ eae eee 
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| “The future of Australia depends on the 
profits made from our primary produc- 


tions, and if, before the New Year, we 


could assure the farmers of anything up 
to 6s. per bushel for their wheat, there 
would be an immense increase in produc- 
tion next year, and an immense increase 
in the national wealth. I do not suggest 
that we should take money out of the 
pockets of the taxpayers. What I say 
is that if our ships have paid for them- 
selves, we can be content with freights 
that will cover. working expenses, and thus 
allow rural produce to be carried at the 
cheapest rates possible. 

Senator Colonel Rowrrt.—The Com- 
_monvwealth line of steamers carry only an 
insignificant part. of our exported, pro- 
duce. 

Senator GARDINER.—We are told 
that a fleet of seventy vessels is coming 
to Australia. | 

Senator Colonel Rowxti.—They are 
not Commonwealth vessels. 

Senator GARDINER. — They are 
under Commonwealth control. Before 
the war, wheat was carried for from 
19s. 6d. to 30s. 6d. per ton, or from 64d. 
to 103d. per bushel. 


per ton, or for over 4s. per bushel. 
Senator Gururre.—They have made 
_ their profit, not by carrying out wheat, but 


by carrying munitions in other parts. of 


— the world. 

Senator GARDINER.—We have sent 
away 190,000 tons of wheat and 23,000 
tons of flour. Comparing war rates with 
pre-war rates, our ships earned at least 
£5 per ton more for carrying wheat, dur- 


_ ing the war than they could have earned 


before the war. It would give a big. in- 
-ducement to the farmers to increase their 
area of cultivation if we made our 


freights only just high enough to cover 


working . expenses. 

-» Senator Prarmy.—What is the good of 
cheap freights when the men needed to 
handle the wheat ask as much for their 
labour as is obtained for the wheat? 


~ Senator GARDINER.—The cost of 


ze wheat handling is so small that it does 
; not enter into’ ‘the get but ge 
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The Geruesaacali 
vessels have earned enough to pay for 
- themselves by carrying wheat for £7 10s. 


of their increments for any | 


et oe 


sooner we have ‘up-to- -date pple 
handling wheat the better it will be fo: 
us. Our fleet of fifteen or sixteen vessels : 
has paid for itself by carrying wheat, and ie 
has made a profit. of £1,000,000. i a 
Senator GUTHRIE. And two of the 
steamers have been lost. 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales ‘5 
Minister for Repatriation) [11.30] One 
course, everybody would like to uP the 
farmer gets his wheat carried cheaply, and — 
carried for nothing, if that were possible. - 
But I would point out that the Govern- 
ment “are dealing not unfairly by the 
farmers in regard to the very ships to ~ 
which the honorable senator has referred. _ 
Quite recently these vessels could hav 
earned £15 per ton, instead of whi 
they were utilized in bringing cornsac 
to Australia for £5 per ton. A loss 
£10 per ton was thus incurred in ord 
to give the farmers of this country bags . 
at a cheaper rate than would otherwise! , 
have been possible. Still more recent : 
these boats refused a further offer of £1 
per ton in order that they might car 
wheat at £8 per ton. In connexion with 
these vessels- the Government have 
adopted a policy which is in vogue on the 
railways—a policy under which, whil 
not sare sight. of the commercial op oO! 


aris “f 


disbtiog eee 
Eileess vote agreed to. : 


roads It says— 


During recent years the ee delays in dea 
ing with the Estimates have been ‘responsi ) 
for the holding up of increments in the Ais 
classes of the Public Service until the 
was voted by Parliament. E 

In respect of automatic or statutory i ic 
ments, however, it has been the cus om E 


to it, ardently on the presumption 
officers of the Service on lowers 
would be harshly treated in be 


In connexion with the — 
Fie’ aR, 1918- 19, how 


- beyond £200 per annum, and 
erease is automatic under Act, regulation, or 
_ Arbitration Court 


oy 


Appr 


0 


a “been circulated by the Department of the Trea-. 


sury to the effect that increases in salaries 
provided for in the Estimates may be paid be- 
fore the Estimates are passed only in those 
eases where the salary will not be increased 
where the in- 


award. 

In the majority of the services of the Com- 
monwealth automatie increments extend be- 
yond £200 per annum either by Act, regula- 
tion, or Arbitration Court award, and an 
officer cannot be legally deprived of his 1n- 


crease unless it is proved that his conduct, 


diligence, or efficiency is unsatisfactory. 
The CHAIRMAN (Senator Shannon). 
Order! I understand that the docu- 
ment which the honorable senator desired. 
to quote was a brief one. 2 
Senator GRANT.—Then I should like 
an assurance from the Treasurer that 
when these increments are due they will 


aid. 2 
Boustot THOMAS (New South Wales) 


s a{riesd}—t desire to ascertain from the 


Government what they propose doing 


with the Blythe River iron option. As I 
understand the position, it is that the 


_ Blythe River iron mine has been offered 


ae to them for £110,000, through Sir John’ 
_ Higgins, 


who is himself to receive a 
commission of £10,000. If he obtains 
‘that commission he is prepared to allow 


- it to be utilized in founding a scholarship 
which will be associated with his name. I 


e understand that the Government have 
given £3,000 for the option, and intend 
__ getting experts from England and 


America to report upon these iron de- 
posits. I know that Mr. Darby, a recog- 


-— nised expert who was brought.out by Mr. 
Griffith, a member of the New South 


‘ 


ae 


& Wales Ministry, for the very same pur- 


‘pose, and that he turned the proposition 
' Senator - BaxHap.—The 
Geologist is in the locality now making a 
very exhaustive examination for the pur- 
pose of supplementing other exhaustive 
examinations of the deposits which have 


been made. 


Senator THOMAS.—This is a company 
which has been hawked about for a con- 


siderable time. I understand that Sir 


et see 
igh 


John Higgins attempted to float it in | 


Foal 


i aes 


England, and that he was to receive 


- £10,000 commission had he been success- 
Petit: } 


r 


2% Senator DE Larqre.—When was that? 
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Senator THOMAS.—TI have read the 
statement made in the newspapers. I 
do not suggest that beeause Sir John 
Higgins was unable to float a company 
in England that the proposition is not a 
good one. Butwehave men in Australia 


_associated with the iron industry, and if 


the property is so very valuable it seems 
strange that they have not seen their way 
to take it up. That fact, however, does 
not necessarily imply that the proposition 
is a bad one. I wish to know whether 
the Government intend to take up the 
option, and what they propose doing with 
these deposits if the experts who report 
upon them affirm that they represent a 
good proposition. In such circumstances, 

o the Government intend running them ~ 
as iron mines, and are they going to erect 
smelting works there? 


Senator NEWLAND (South Australia) 


-[11.40].—I know nothing whatever about — 


the Blythe River iron deposits, but what 
struck me 


offered to the Government by a gentleman > 
who is a Government official. rey 
Senator KraTinc.._He does not pro- 
pose to make any mdney out of them. __ 
Senator NEWLAND.—That does not 
matter. It is a most dangerous thing for 


a Government official to have any traflick- 


ing with the Government at the present 
time. fir John Higgins ought to re- 
linquish any#connexion with the Govern- 
ment before he approaches Ministers in 
regard to the sale of a mine. I make 
that statement upon general principles. 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
Minister for Repatriation) [11.42].—It © 


-must be obvious to honorable senators © 


that it is not correct to refer to Sir John. 
Higgins as a Government official, if by — 
that term it is implied that he is a paid 
official: He is only in the position of a ~ 
gentleman who, without fee or reward, 
gives the benefit of his advice to the Go- 
vernment. 
Senator Baxuap.—He volunteers his 
services as a contribution to our war 
effort, I understand. — "esis 
Senator MILLEN.—Yes; he is simply — 
an adviser of the Government. When 
the Government need advice, they are — 
like the patient who goes to a’ doctor. — 


But this particular doctor 1s serving us 


in the remarks. of Senator — 
~ Thomas was that these deposits have been 
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for nothing. Consequently, he cannot 
be regarded in any sense of the term as 


a public official. 


Senator Lt.-Colonel O’ LogHLIN.—Doc- 
tors do not give advice free. 

Senator MILLEN.—They do not. [I 
cannot see any reason why the Govern- 
ment should not accept advice from those 
who are best qualified to offer it. Hon- 
orable senators who know anything about 
Sir John Higgins and his commercial 
abilities, must recognise that he has made 
a verv substantial contribution to the 
war effort of this country by giving his 
time and services to the Government dur- 
ing a period of considerable stress, when 
by means of his attainments he could 
have added very much to his wealth. 


Senator Thomas has asked what are 
the reasons which have induced the Go- 
vernment to acquire this particular 
option. In reply, let me say that the 
Government recognise that we have al- 
ready started the iron industry in Aus- 
tralia upon a fairly big scale as an initial 
effort. We also recognise that it is highly 
undesirable that that industry should be 
erow up as a monopoly. 
Whatever may be said of a State mono- 


poly, nobody doubts that there would be 


a considerable danger, if we permitted 
this Sndustry to develop into a private 
monopoly. ‘When this proposition was 
submitt ed to us, the Government, realiz- 
ing the tremendous possibilities ahead if 


-anticipations were realized? thought it 


would be an excellent thing if by secur- 
ing this option and thoroughly testing 
the mine, they could possess something 


which private persons might afterwards 
eome in and take, or which the Govern- 


m ment themselves mich’ decide to work. 


act upon that option. 
Government are endeavouring to supple- 
ment the information which has already 
been obtained. 
services of local experts, so that it is pos- 


We have acquired the option without any 
fixed policy as to what shall be done if we 
At present, the 


They are utilizing the 


sible that it may not be necessary to en- 
gage experts from the other side of the 
world 

Senator Baxuap. —- Does the Minister 


refer to the Tasmanian Government Geo- 


- 


- logist (Mr. 
that he is on the Bibi River field at 


Twelvetrees)? I understand 


ee present. 


Senator MILLEN. — The Government 
have availed themselves of the services of, — 
amongst others, a Tasmanian expert, whore 
will make full examination of the de- 
posits, and will possibly select samples to: 
be sent to England rather than that ex- 
perts should be brought out from aE 
to Australia. The Government will be 
guided by the information presented from — 
that source, and will have regard also to 
existing circumstances in framing a, future 
course of action. 


Senator BAKHAP (Tasmania) 11.47]. 
—I know the Blythe River district well. 
The Tasmanian Government have with- 
drawn from selection by prospectors alk — ee 
of the many large areas in their State 
which are presumed to contain iron ore ~~ — 
deposits. The Blythe River deposits are : : + e 
by no means a new discovery. Substan- 
tial efforts, by way of prospecting, were 
made years ago, even before the railway — 2. 
was extended along the North-West 
Coast, from Ulverstone to Burnie. One 
of the great, advantages of the Blythe | teas 
River field is that it is within the im- — i 
mediate vicinity of the northern seaboard 
of Tasmania. The State authorities have 2 
from time to time caused examinations to 
be made of these deposits. With regard — 
to Mr. Twelvetrees, he has occupied high 
positions in Russia. He has been en- a 
gaged upon mines in Turkey-in-Asia, and 
in other parts of the world, and is famed 5 
as a petrologist throughout the world. — 
The Commonwealth Government are wise — uy 
in that they have decided upon a sub-— 4 
stantial examination of the deposits; and, 
as I have indicated, that policy has been 
supplemented by the Tasmanian authori- 
ties, in that all important iron deposits . 
throughout the State have been with- 
drawn, temporarily, at any rate, from the 
attentions of prospectors and-speculators. 
It may seem a remarkable thing that 
deposit, such as the Blythe River fiel 
has not already been exploited by cap 
talists; but it should be remembered th 
to open up an iron mine costs a huge 
sum of money. 


tralia) [11.52]..-Reference has beat ee 
to Sir John pea Lia a hawke : 


geen expenses.’ 
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- matters havin to do with the iron. indus- 
try; and, if that information is correct, it 
has unaccountably esca, my attention. 
I can only believe that Senator Thomas’ 
“information is not’ well founded. Any 
one who has made himself acquainted 
with the subject at all will know that 
the Blythe River deposits are among the 
best in Australia. The Tasmanian Go- 
_vernment Geologist, is not the only expert 
who has favorably reported upon that 
field. The Western Australian Govern- 
ment Geologist (Mr. Jacquet) investi- 
gated the Blythe River field some twenty 
years ago, and eae 2S glowingly upon 
4 
Senator SENIOR (South Australia) 
_ £11.56].—I -I desire attention to an item of 
£1,500, under the heading of ‘ unfore- 
| There is also one other 
item, regarding which I desire informa- 
tion. A year or two ago the advances 
- to the Treasurer totalled £200,000. <A 
modest little sum of £1,000,000 is now set 
down. What are the purposes of that 
_ amount ? 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wale 


_ Minister for Repatriation) [11.57].—_Con- 
 eerning the purposes of the item, ‘‘ Un- 
_ foreseen expenditure,’’ the title itself is 
_ sufficiently indicative. It is to give the 
_ Department a sum upon which to draw 
against unforeseen contingencies. or 
example, it might be decided to conduct 
a State funeral. It would not be pos- 
sible to set out in the Estimates, before- 
hand, the name -of the worthy citizen 
- whose remains were to be so honoured. 
With regard, also, to arrivals of distin- 


guished visitors, it is only right that they 


should be worthily and officially enter- 
tained; and it is to meet contingencies 
such ag those that this amount of £1,500 
is set down. 

_ Proposed vote agreed to> 


‘Attorney- General’s Department, £74,582, 
_ agreed to. 


Home anp TERRITORIES DEPARTMENT. 


Proposed vote, £542,973. 

Senator NEWLAND (South Australia) 
 f11.59].—I draw attention again to the 
fact that we are not doing very much for 
the development of the Northern Terri- 
} I am in fairly frequent communi-_ 
ation with persons in the Territory, and 


details in the Senate; 
during the coming recess the Governmen’ ae 


vernment are not 


reports received from that source have 
not been particularly creditable either te 
the Government or to anybody else. No- 
attempt hag been made to remedy the 
very unsatisfactory state of affairs exist- 
ing there. Only within the past forte 
night I have received communications 
complaining bitterly of the administra- 
tion in: certain directions. I communi- 


cated with the Minister, as I always do, 


as I have no desire to go into unnecessary ~ 


but I hope that 


will do something practical. It is a 
matter for regret to those who take an 
interest in the Northern Territory to 
know that since the Commonwealth took — 
over the control of that tremendous aréa 
practically nothing has been done to de- 
velop it. It, is true that a section of rail- 
way has been constructed at the northern 
end, but nothing has been done so far to 
facilitate communication and 
settlement. I noticed by to-night’s,paper 
that the dissatisfaction there has become 
so acute that the Administrator has been 
assaulted. This is a frightful state of — 
affairs. It almost suggests that we are 

drifting into the condition of some of — 
the South American Republics, where, 
when they become tired of a President, — 
they assassinate him. One does not take 


.so much notice of fighting between indi- ~ 


viduals in the streets—and in Port Dar- 
win streets you can get as much fighting — 
as you like—but it is a very serious matter 
indeed when the Administrator is publicly 


assaulted. 


The expenditure on the Federal Capi- : 
tal site is another matter to which [I 
desire to direct attention. I notice that 


in another place an attack has heen 


made on the Government for what is 


termed lavish expenditure of -publie 
money. My inclinations are not in that 
direction. My complaint is that the Ge- 


spending sufficient 
money in certain directions, and I am 
afraid that parliamentarians are apt to 
pay too much attention to agitation 
which originates in Melbourne as to the 
expenditure on the Federal Capital site, 

It is the policy of the Melbourne news- 
papers to protest against the removal of — 
the Commonwealth Parliament to Can- 

berra, and if by alarming the people of 


induce 
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aa! and Australia about ae 
ture at the Federal Capital they can in- 


- fluence the Government, their object will 


be achieved. I am anxious that work at 


the Federal Capital site should be gone 


on with. 


And, in connexion with this 
there was a strange incident a 


matter, 
Certain members in an- 


few days ago. 


other place led an attack upon the Go- 


vernment for what they termed lavish 
expenditure of public money, but the 
very next day the same gentlemen sought 
__ to press the Minister for Home and Terri- 


tories (Mr. Glynn) to spend more money 


on Federal Capital works. JI am sup- 


‘posed to be a membet of the Territories 
League, but my political conscience was 


not sufficiently elastic to induce me to 
join in that deputation, which is, as J 
have said, comprised of members who the 
_ previous ‘day were protesting against 
public expenditure. A considerable 
amount of money has already been spent 
on roads in the Federal Capital Terri- 
tory, and I am sorry to say that these 


roads are now being washed away by 


_ floods. 

Another reason why w we should not shut 
_ down altogether on all public works expen- 
diture is ‘the fact that we shall shortly 
_ have large numbers of soldiers returning, 


and if works are not authorized there will 


ie be lack of employment, which would be 


= 


a serious matter. There is another un- 
fortunate feature of this economy craze 
among a certain section of the people to 
which, I regret to say, the Government 


are giving way. During the period when 


_ public works were being proceeded with, 
the Giovernment gathered} together a 
staff second to none in Australia. These 
men, the best the States could produce, 


_ were drawn from the various State ser- 


vices, but, owing to the policy of economy, 


- many of them have been dismissed from 


the Works and Navy Departments. 
18 & most serious matter, because in the 


length 


_ works 


This 


future when the people will assuredly 
demand that ‘these Commonwealth 
shall. be recommenced, it will 
dificult to replace 


be extremely 


those men who are being dismissed, 
the. 


and are scattering throughout 
and .breadth of Australia. 
_ When it is desired to secure the services of 


Ti - professional men, those who are in reason- 


hee SLR 


ably good positions with eh geet em- 


Benator N ewland. 
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Government should nbiiios some of 


ployers, or the State Gores d 
be attracted to the Commonwealth § 
in view of this feat that, in the course 
few years, the Government, again acti 
under pressure from the press, will 6 e 
more initiate a policy of economy. 


In the Northern Territory it is essen c 
tial that some scheme for local governm« t 
should be inaugurated, so that the people 
up there will have some right to regard 
themselves as citizens of the Common- 
wealth. At present they are practically 
outcasts. They have no vote, and no a 


tention 8 this matter. =. oe y 
Senator FOLL (@uegntand) fe 12 


BE think, 
Russell 


on 
stated. that my i 
was not altogether correct, and 
a certain sum of money had be 
spent by the Government in impr 
ing the hotels. Since then I have 


of the State hotels there: is ae 2 
satisfactory. I also took the trouble 
Sota to friends in Port Darwin, Le 


ae 


One hotel seems to be rather a flash affai 
but I understand that, on last year’s tra 
ing, it lost approximately £6,000. T 
other two hotels, judging by. the pho 
graphs, are little “better than broken-d 
“humpies,” but I am informed that 
showed a profit of £19,000. I think 


huge profit in an honest endeavour to 
vide better accommodation. I would 
gest that these two hotels be pulled: 


ister will give the matter ae 


IE for complaint. 
sete suspended, from 12 if 


oes “a 2 ecb 


| Senator Lt.Colonel O'LOGHLIN (South 
Australia) [1 a.m.].—Senator Newland 


has made a reference to a disturbance ~ 


ex that has occurred in the Northern Terri- 
_ tory, and I find from the press that cer- 
_ tain telegrams with respect to it have 
been censored. It is important that we 
-  gshould receive accurate information about 
the Northern Territory. If we are to be 
allowed to receive only such information 
as the Government or their officers 


choose to let through we _ shall 
not be in a position to deal with 
questions affecting the Territory on. 


their merits. We had an assurance 
_ that the censorship has been removed 
except in regard to two matters—the em- 
_ ployment of troops, and our relations 
with our Allies. I should like to ask 
whether the disturbance which occurred 
in the Northern Territory affects either of 
those relations in any way. If not, why 
- have these telegrams been censored ! 
‘Senator GRANT (New South Wales) 
Wee 2 a.m,].—Have the Government given 
__ any consideration to the question of pro- 
: _ viding the people of the Northern Terri- 
_ tory with direct parliamentary represen- 
- tation ? 
__ Senator RUSSELL Ceiba View: 
President of the:Executive Council) [1:3 
a.m.|—With reference to the general sur- 
vey of affairs in the Northern Territory 
_ by Senator Newland, I can only say that 
- I will have a copy of the honorable sena- 
tor‘s remarks sent to the Minister respon- 
sible for the administration of the Terri- 
tory. In reply to Senator Foll’s remarks 


on the subject of the State hotels, I have. 


_ to say that in recent times £13 000 have 
. been spent on the hotels, and they are 
now in a much better condition than the 
honerable senator has described. 
reply to Senator O’Loghlin it is true that 
a couple of telegrams sent from the Nor- 
_thern Territory were temporarily with- 
_ held, but have since fen released as the 
<a condition of affairs does not appear to be 
- $0 serlous as was at first supposed.« 
Senator Lt.-Colonel O’Loguiin.—Are 
the telegrams available now? 
Senator Prarce.—Yes, they, are in the 
press. 
_ Senator RUSSELL. — I shall bring 
Senator Grant’s proposition under the no- 
ice of the Cabinet for, consideration. 
_ Proposed vote agreed to. : 
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Proposed. vote, £1,605,188. - , 

Senator GARDINER (New South 
Wales) [1.4 a.m.].—I desire at the close 
of the session to impress on the Minister 
for Defence the fact that, for all prae 
tical purposes, the war is over. In the 
internment camp there are a number of 
people who have not been brought to 
trial and found guilty of any offence, and 
they should not be detained any longer. ee 
The Minister stated recently that there 


are thirty-eight Australian-born persons — 


interned. There can be no question of 
the deportation of any of these men, as 
they cannot be deported from their own — 
country. under any ordinary law. What 
is the use of keeping them interned any 
longer? It may be said that it is neces- 
sary to do so for the public safety until 
peace is signed. acne these men 


and unwise ee thee nase said. oie 
have in mind one man of some wealth, a — 
land-owner, Australian-born, of Gorniatt 
parents, who resided in the Albury dis- 
trict. Since the last conscription refer- 
endum he has been interned with two 
Germans, His parents were Germans, — 
but he was himself a man who occupied 
in the Albury district, even after the war 
started, a very prominent position as Pre- 
sident of the local Shire. Council. He is 
a man against whom I venture to say, in 
the early period of the war, nothing 
could be urged. The Government owe 


much to his assistance in dealing with @ 


district in which there are a great many 


fence, I am sure, knows the man to whom 
IT am referring. 

Senator Prarce.—He is being released. 

Senator GARDINER. — Then I shall 
say no more. 

Senator PEARCE (Western Australia 
—Minister for Defence) [1.5 a.m.]—On. 
the question which Senator Gardiner has 
raised; I should like to say that the Go- 
vernment recognise that in the present 
circumstances many of these. cases can — 
be reviewed. They wear a different com-. 
plexion to-day to what they wore while 
the war was proceeding. The case which 
\Yenator Gardiner has mentioned, and 


which I know, because the honorable 


The Minister for De- - 
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senator corresponded with me in con- 
nexion with it, is one of these cases. 

_ With a number of others it has been re- 

_yiewed within the last few days, and in- 
structions have been issued for the re- 
lease of the man referred to. The cases 
of Australian-born internees;are under 
review in the same way. Speaking from 
‘memory, I do not know of any Aus- 
tralian-born internees who, for any rea- 
son, should be deported. | 
Senator GRANT (New South Wales) 
ae 6 a.m.]—I invite the attention of the 
Minister for Defence to the fact that 
there are forty or fifty members of the 
Australian Imperial Force locked up in 
Darlinghurst Gaol, Sydney, because they 

have committed some military offence. I 
have in mind in particular the case of one 
man who enlisted, and was for a consider- 

able time in camp at Liverpool. During 

his stay there he was unwell, and for 

_ three months was in hospital suffering 
from a wounded hand. He was of opinion 
that he was of no further use to the mili- 
tary, and when he was able to leave the 
hospital he openly handed.in all property 
belonging to the Defence Department 
and walked out of the camp. He was 
absent without leave for a considerable 
number of months; but recently he was 

discovered, arrested, and tried, and I 

_ think, was given a sentence of 120 days’ 
Rs detention. What is the good of keeping 
aman of that description in gaol? I do 
not know the particulars of other cases, 
but I have no doubt that in a considerable 
number of them the offences were more 
er less of a nominal character. I know 
that in the Military as well as in~ the. 


i must be maintained; but now that the 
war is over no good purpose can be served 
. ~by keeping these men in gaol. I hope 
' that the Minister for Defence will at once 
review these cases, and will liberate if 
not all, then as many of these men as 
- possible, 

Be There is one other matter to which I 
aan like to refer, and that is the delay 
_ that occurs in securing replies to corre- 
_ spondence addressed to the Defenc® De- 
partment. I realize that the Department 
receives an immense volume of correspon- 
dence, and that panies must bee made 
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‘at the conclusion of peace. 


membered that men do not necessa 


Naval Service a good deal of discipline— 


those cases might be reviewed. 


before definite aa, a ‘be given 
the Minister might take the matter 
consideration and see whether it is n 
possible for correspondence addressed — ' 
his Department to be more proms ies 
plied to. » | ele 

Senator PEARCE (Western Austra lame s 
Minister for Defence) [1.9 a.m.].—It is 
my intention at the earliest opportunity to 
review the cases to which Senator Grant 
has referred. In reply to a question 
asked by the honorable senator-on the 
subject, I said that they would be reviewed — 
It is to be 
understood that the assumption in that 
case is that peace will be concluded viltaae 
a reasonable time. If there is a prospec 
that the formal declaration of peace will 
be considerably delayed, these cases will 
be reviewed before peace is declared, 
These cases are not all of the class men- 
tioned by the honorable senator. 

~. Senator Grant. —I quite understand 
that. 


“Sovator PEARCE.—It has to be re 


become morally reformed when they enter 
a military camp. The sentences in these 
cases come before me, and I know that. | 
men have been convictedbot stealing from 
their mates. For an offence of that char- 
acter committed in camp the offer e 
should be treated in the same way as 
the offence were committed outside. Be 
cause there is a prospect of peace ther 
is no more reason why such an offender 
should receive his liberty than that a m Ln 
in a civil gaol who committed a simila 
offence should be released. In the cas 
of military misdemeanours during a sta 
of war severe sentences must be imposed 
but now that the military situation ha 
been altered there is good reason w 


As to the delay @ answering corres] 
dence, I can only say that the Departm 
does its best in this matter. The cor 
spondence with the Department seem 
come in waves, and may be largely 
creased by ‘the alteration of a regulati or 
by an alteration of pay, and so on. — 
would astonish honorable senat 
know what an enormous increa 
psp ie oD > declaratior 


tice brought upon the Department. 
‘soon as it was known that the armistice 
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As 


- was signed people wrote to ask why their 


¢ boys could not be» at once sent back 
to, Australia. 


~The volume of the De- 


_ partment’s correspondence increased by 


eases, but I shall endeavour to see that no 


25 per cent. immediately” upon the sign- 
ing of the armistice. Honorable senators 
will realize that we—cannot immediately 
increase the staff by 25 per cent. in such 


avoidable delay occurs. 


Senator FOLL {Queensland) 
a.m.|.—I see that a vote of £33,000 is put 
down for the Aviation School. If there 


is one branch of science which more than 
another has proved of value in time of 
~~ _~-war it is aviation. 
be applied with equal benefit to the coun- 
try in time of peace I should like to know 
whether it is the intention of the Govern- 


I think that it might 


ment to continue the Aviation School with 


es 


RAY 


a view in the not distant future of supply- 


ing some of the back-blocks of. Queens- 
- land, beyond such places as Longreach 


and Cunnamulla, where the people get 


mails only once a fortnight, with an 
aerial mail service. It would be a God- 


send to the people of remote districts in 
all the States if by co-operation between 


the Defence Department and the Post and 


_ Telegraph Department an aerial mail ser- 


vice could be provided. 


Senator PEARCE (Western Australia— 
Minister for Defence) [1.15 a. mil do 


not want to commit myself to an aerial 


mail service, as that does not come with- 


in my Department. I can say, however, 


that I regard it as the duty of the, Govern- 


‘ment to encourage ‘aviation. 


_ this direction’ on the military side. 


I think I 
have shown that by what I have done in 
We 
believe that it is essential in the in- 
terests of defence to encourage aviation. 


We can have a large number of trained 


aviators at much less cost than by keeping 
a large staff of military aviators, who 
would have to be fairly highly paid. The 
policy we have decided to adopt in regard 


‘to the military side is to keep a nucleus 


and instructional staff of military avia- 


tors, and we shall try to get the Govern- 
- ment to agree to encourage private avia- 
_ tion in every pepowibl: way, so that Nias 


[1.13 


that the late Father 


war comes we will not only have the mili- 
tary aviators trained, but will be able to 
call in all .those private aviators, train 
them for military service, and use them 
in time of war. I shall bring the honor- 
able senatog’s suggestion with regard to 
mail services under the notice of the Post- 
master-General. 
Proposed vote agreed to. 


Navy DEPARTMENT. = 
Proposed vote, £1,511,771. 


Senator LONG eVaananias [1.16 a. m.]. 
—On the item .‘‘ Wireless Workshops, 

£1,364,’’ I want to bring certain mat- 
bers under the notice of the Committee 
and the Government, in the hope that — 
they will be cleared up in the interests 
of the people. I call attention to para- 
graph 10 of the Royal Commissioner’s 
report on Navy and Defence Administra- 
tion, more particularly with regard to 
the purchase of the Shaw wireless works, 


as follows :— 


On the 12th May, 1916, Fates Shaw saw 
Mr. Cotes, one of the directors of the Shaw 


-Wireless Limited, and informed him that he 


thought he had a good chance of selling the — 
works to the Governmént, and asked for, and 
on the 15th May, 1916, obtained, an option of 
purchase of the company’s interests for £25,000. 

That paragraph has created the impres- 
sion outside, as well as inside, Parliament 
Shaw sold to the 
Commonwealth Government for £55,000 | 
a general electrical engineering plant, : 
with land and buildings, over which he 
had an option for only £25,000. In my 
judgment, that paragraph was so worded 
by the Commission as to produce upon 
the press and the public mind the im-— 
pression I have indicated. The fact is 

that Father Shaw’s interests and shares 
in land and buildings equalled the amount 

of the option obtained. from the company, 

and were not, and could not be, included 
in such option, but formed part of the 

assets that were subsequently acquired by 

the Commonwealth Government. From 

January, 1916, Father Shaw held these 
works under lease from the company for | 
the manufacture of munitions, an under- 


taking that involved the introduction of - 


new and special plant, which was added 
at Father Shaw’s sole expense, the com- 
pany having no liability whatever for its 


| ae In addition, the land upon 
~ which > 150- horse-power plant was 
erected, ae land on which a large two- 
story building was erected, and is now 
used by the Navy Department for offices, 
and a considerable area of layd which is 
not built on at all, were assets over which 
Father Shaw had an option. He alone 
contracted, and was the only one who 
could contract, for their sale and transfer 
to the Government, without any refer- 
ence to the company. a public should 
know the facts. 


In order that the public might know 
the facts, I wrote to Mr. P. R. Cotes, of 
the firm of Whiting and Aitken, who was 
4 director of the Shaw Wireless Com- 

pany at the time of the sale, and pointed 
out to him the opinion that had been 


formed of the option given by his com-. 


- pany to the late Father Shaw. I re- 
es from him the following reply :-— 


19th December,-1918. 
_ Senator Long, 
|. The Senate, Melbourne. 
Sir, 

_ I have your lettef of the 18th inst., in which 
you say that the impression has got about that 
the late Father Shaw sold to the Commonwealth 
‘Government for £55,000 an industrial under- 

taking over which he had an option for £25,000. 


Tf any such impression has been created it is 
~ erroneous; for the property over which Father 
 Shaw- hhad an option for £25,000 was a portion 
only of what he sold to the Commonwealth 


ay 


es in the sale by Father Shaw to the 
- Government were of vital importance for the 
successful carrying on of the works, as a 
_ perusal of my evidence given before the Com- 
~ mission will show. 
An, reference to that ence: I have not 
 earefully perused it, but I know that at least 
one important misprint has been made, for 
I am recorded as having said~that the rent 
_ to be paid to the company by Father Shaw, as 
: lessee of the works, was to be £15,000 for the 
first six months, whereas the amount which I 
stated was £1, 500. ae: 
I am, ‘sir, yours faithfully, 


Pea: COTES. 


cf say without hesitation that the impres- 
sion referred to has been created both in 
‘ ald: public mind and in the minds of mem- 
bers of Parliament. In justice to my- 
self, if I am entitled to any justice, and 


p to ‘the memory of the man “who is dead 


ide _ Senator me 


J * Pe Rs Me os afin caer, 
i BU aR eT opm «Spur ere i) 
eb ttg tne Steric Nts keg tyre 
Pa on ier Cate ka co ee ot 
ghia eae Py aaa ta) tar “ 
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-ment did or did not get the utmost valu 


Mr. Ross, of the firm of Ross and Row 


for £55,000, and the other assets which were- 


_the sale of the works to the Minister for 


told flag: Commission. 


and gone, the Gcvbrnineet hone 

the earliest possible opportunity to 
up this matter, and show the public 
Australia that in those works, quite inde- __ 
pendently of what Mr. Herbert Ross, a 
competent valuer, said, the Common- 
wealth received full value for the money. 
paid for them. I do not propose to go — 
into the question of whethér the Govern- 


for the money, because I am not compe- 
tent to offer an opinion, nor have I ever 
claimed to know everything, about the 
value of the machinery, or the building 
or the land on which they were erecte % 
All that I am guided by is the report of — ~ 


who went thoroughly and exhaustivel 
into these valuations, and sent his report 
on to the Gieedeenh I think it was 
that report which largely influenced the 
Government in purchasing. I shall give 
one instance to demonstrate the ee con= 


ing the werk for the Governinient ‘So 
honorable senators know the Peas 
steel tower erected at the works. — 


of aot 20 foet square. 
steel was used in its construction. © 
valuing it for the Commonwealth Gove 
ment, Mr. Ross set down its value at 
£250, which - would not be more > than suffi- 


struction. That is one instance to ome 2 
how careful Mr. Ross was not to over 
estimate the value of any article or m 


it was proposed by the Commonwealt 
Government to acquire. 


In the Commission’s report it is stated, 
in large type, that Senator Long drafted 
the letter containing the proposition for 
the Navy. That is perfectly true, ¢ 
I have eee 
document which I did not draft, 
helped Father Shaw to draft, so ‘th 
am not entirely responsible for it. 
consists of a dozen lines, and its la: 
is most formal. I am reading 
honorable senators may estim 
ence ee that language 


e> 


\ 


_Anpropraton 


‘have wpon the neh of a Minieies or of 


the Government— 


The Honorable the Minister for the Navy. 
Sir, 


Some time ago I submitted the whole of the 


‘Shaw Wireless Company’s assets, situated at 


Randwick, New South Wales, to the Postal De- 
partment. The works comprise stock, electrical, 
Re and wireless manufacturing plant, and 
recently one of the most -up-to-date shell fac- 
tories has been added at a cost of £4,500. The 


Postal Department did not at the time feel dis- 


posed to purchase. Now that your Department 
has taken over complete control of wireless, I 
have the honour to offer to you the whole of my 
company’s plant, &¢., which will include the 
Shaw wireless patents, for the sum of £57,000. 
My company has spent. £100,000 in establish- 
ing these works, and I may also point out that 
the whole of the machinery is in first class 


order, carrying a full staff, and, therefore, I 


present. the proposition to you as a complete 


~ and well-organized going concern. 


Yours sincerely, — 


(Sgd. } 
Melbourne, 15th May, 1916. 


ARCHIBALD SHAW. - 


Honorable senators, in reviewing the 
whole of the circumstances surrounding 


- this purchase, will be well advised to read 


Mr. Ross’ report to the Minister, after he 
_had earried out his instructions to. value 
the plant. This was his concluding 
f saciaph-- - | 


The whole manufacturing plant is in very 


~~ excellent condition, not more than three ma- 


chines are showing signs of wear, and in this 


~ ease the tools are such that accuracy is not 


ealled for or necessary. The plant is, more- 
over, complete, and has no obsolete or in- 
effective units, the machines being in each case, 
almost without exception, the best of their 


_ kind. 


‘The statements made by the Commission 


have, I realize, reflected very seriously 
upon me. 
supported by evidence, have been accepted 


‘These statements, though un- 


with as little hesitation by the members 
of my own party as by those on the Go- 
vernment side of the House. Conse- 
quently, as I feel that no man against 
whom rests the slightest suspicion of im- 
proper conduct should occupy a seat in 
a National Parliament, I have, after a 
very careful consideration of the matter, 
determined, in the interests of parliamen- 
tary honour in the first place, and of my 


_ own party’s reputation in the second, to 


_ tender to the President my resignation as 
RK ARDASOT for the State of Tasmania. I 
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shall do this with the full consciousness 
that I am guilty of no wrong against my 
own reputation or ‘the interests of the 
eountry. The only offence with which I 
can be justly charged is that I have en- 
deavoured to give effect to that plank 
of my party’s policy which says that the’ 
Government shall manufacture its own 
requirements in respect of all its public - 
activities, and, perhaps, that I assisted 
a good old friend in what I deemed a 
legitimate way. ‘What assistance I was 
able to render him I have no cause to re- 
gret, and never will regret so long as I live. 


He was a friend with whom I am proud — 


to have been associated, notwithstanding 
the vile slanders that have been levelled 
at his memory by certain witnesses who 
appeared before the Commission. I shall 
place my resignation in the hands of the 
President at the earliest possible moment. 

Proposed vote agreed to. 

Department of Trade and Customs, 
£585,215, and Department of Works and 
Railways, £641,789, agreed to. 


PostMASTER-GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT. ; 

Proposed vote, £5,075,116. : 

Senator THOMAS*(New South Wales) 
[1.35 a.m.].—The Department of the Post- 
master-General has refused to register the 
official newspaper of the Returned Sol-» 
diers’ National party, entitled The 
Nation. On the 22nd August last the de- 
partmental refusal was couched in these 
terms in a letter written by the Deputy 
Postmaster-General for Victoria :— 

With reference to the desired registration 


of a publication entitled The Nation as a news- 


paper, I beg to inform you the opinion is held — 
that the publication i8 not a newspaper in the 
generally accepted sense, and its main object 
is pohtical propaganda. 

I may state the paper in question does not 
come within the definition of a newspaper 
under section 28 of the Post and Telegraph» 
Act. 


To a later applecation, the following 
reply was received from the secretary to 
the Department :— 

With reference to your recent interview at 
this office, relative to the desired registration 
of The Nation, I beg to inform you that such 
journal is not a newspaper in the sense ré- 
quired by the Post and Telegraph Act. = 

2, With regard to publications that have 
already been registered, it will be recognised 
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that past decisions hamper impartial adminis- 
tration, and place the Minister and the Depart- 
ment at times in somewhat invidious positions, 
but it is hoped that an early opportunity will 
‘arise of remedying this state of affairs. 


~The definition of a newspaper contained 


in section 28 of the Post and Telegraph 


Act is this— 
fa) it consists in substantial part of news 
and articles relating to eurrent 
topics; or of religious, technical, or 
practical information; and 
(6) it is published in numbers at intervals 
of not more than one month; and 
(e) the full title and.date of publication 
are printed at the top of the first 
page, and the whole or part of the 
title and the date of publication are 
printed at the top of every subse- 
quent page. 
I ave here a copy of the November issue 
ef The Nation. It contains articles on 
Arbitration, the Australian Imperial 
Foree, -the Strengthening of Mailitia 
Forces, Recruiting Posters, Chaplains on 
-Troopships, the Red Flag, “ Carbine—the 
most memorable Cup,’ Cup Carnival 
Pranks, Non-party Government, Repre- 
senting the Soldier, and other ‘subjects, 
and I see no reason why it should not be 
registered as a newspaper. When we were 
discussing the proposal to pi a war 
tax of 3d. on postal matter, I said that 
t# was a pity that it was not proposed 
- to charge 4d. on every newspaper that 
went through the Post Office. If such a 
_¢eharge were made, the authorities would 
not have much objection to registering 
-publications.as newspapers. I can under- 
stand that at present, when a number of 
eopies can be sent together in a bundle, 
mot exceeding 20 ounces, at a charge of 
id., the authorities are not anxious to in- 
-erease the number of registered news- 
papers. But if, as in New Zealand and in 
England, every copy posted had to pay 
 $d., the position, so far as the Department 
_ was eoncerned, would be different. 


Senator Fort.—Such a change in the 
rates would hit some of the little-news- 

%y tpitiede very hard. 

Senator THOMAS.—It is still worse for 

them to be unable to obtain registration. 

It 1 objected to The Nation that “ its 

main -object is political propaganda.” 


Surely that is the main object of many 
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weekly newspapers. The Worker, for in- 
stance, hardly professes to be a news- a 
paper in the sense of a distributor of cur- 
rent news. It exists chiefly for the pro- — 
pagation of certain political views. I 
would not press for the registration as a 
newspaper of a publication that should 
not be so registered; but it is difficult to 
know why The Nation has been refused 
registration. I should be glad if the Min- 
ister who in this Chamber represents the _ 
Postmaster-General will obtain, within a 
reasonable time, a fuller statement of the - : 
attitude of the Department in this mat- 
and I hope that the Postmaster- — 
General may see his way to register The 
Nation. , 
Senator FOLL (Queensland) [142 
a.m.|.—I would point. out that the publi- — 
cation of which Senator Thomas has just — 
spoken is the official organ of the Vic- 
torian. branch of the Soldiers’ Political — 
Federation, and that a similar newspaper, 
which for the past two years has been pub- 
lished in Queensland for the Queensland = 
branch of the same organization, is regis- 
tered by the Post Office as a newspaper. 
I should like to know why a publication is 
registered in one State as a newspaper end 
in another refused registration? It would — 
seem that the refusal ‘to register The 
Nation is the act, not of the Postmaster- 
General, but of some of his subordinates, — 


-who are not desirous of increasing the — 


number of publications carried at news- 
paper rates. Inasmuch as The Worker and 
various other political rags are allowed to 
spread their views broadcast, the soldiers’ _ 
political paper should be given the same = 
opportunity. ; 
Senator EARLE (Tasmania) [144 
a.m.|.—Since the $d. war tax was imposed, 
the summonses and quarterly accounts 
sent out by the friendly societies have been 
charged postage at the rate of 13d. each. — 
This charge is a heavy burden on socie- 
ties which have many expenses, and whose 
difficulties have been increased by the 
war. The summonses to which I refe 
are printed forms, on which is filled in in 
writing the amount of dues owing by mem- 
bers of the different bodies. Because o: 
few figures in ete bey. are nea ad: 


z _ 


x Pe i: 
‘Soe a ae 
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and charged postage accordingly. The 
Government might show some leniency 
towards the friendly societies in this mat- 
ter, seeing that these societies are doing 
so much for the people of Australia. 


Not merely the State Governments, but 
‘the Commonwealth Government. benefit 


ta 


by the organization of friendly societies, 
directly and indirectly. It would be a 
boon to these societies if the Government 


applied penny postage to the carriage of 
their letters. 


On behalf of these organ- 
izations, I desire to direct the attention 


of the Minister to this oe desirable re- 


~ form. 


ye 


Senator GRANT (New South Wales) 
[1.46 a.m.|].—It is quite impossible to 
understand why the Postmaster-General 
should refuse to register certain news- 
papers. His action is a fair sample of the 
annoyance to which persons are subjected 


when they engage ina perfectly legitimate 
enterprise. 
is the intention of the Postmaster-Gene-— 
ral to review the registration of news- 


IL have been informed that it 


papers. I think that Parliament should 


indicate to him, in an unmistakable man- 


es ~-ner, that no action in that direction will 


ae meet with its approval. 


Newspapers are 


the best mediums for disseminating infor- 


mation throughout the country, and any 
suggesiion to remove their registration, so 


as to increase the rate of postage upon 


them, should not be tolerated. It is bad 
enough that they should be subjected to 


’ the increases which were recently imposed 


under the Postal Rates Act. 


If the Go- 


- -yernment are going to remove the extra, 
‘ postage which has been placed upon the 


letters of friendly societies, it should also 
remove the additional postage which has 


been imposed upon the correspondence of 


trade unions. 


Senator RUSSELL (Victoria — Vice- 


President of the Executive Council [1.49 


a.m.|.—In regard to the newspaper be- 


longing to the Returned Soldiers Associa- 


tion—The Nation—I promise to bring 


the matter under the notice of the Post-_ 


master-General for his consideration. I 
may add that we all have a great deal of 


pee Athy with the suggestion which has 
been put forward by Senator Earle in re- 


Woah to lodge circulars. Probably these 


men who had gone on active service. 


come under one of the general regulations 

of the Postal Department. ‘Consideration 

will be given to the matter, and also to 

the request preferred by Senator Grant. | 
‘Proposed vote agreed to. 


War SERVICES. 


Proposed vote, £9,813,536. 

Senator Colonel ROWELL (South Aude 
tralia) [1.50 a.m.|.—I should lke to know 
whether this vote will come out of re- 


venue or out of loan funds. 


Senator Prarce.—This particular vote 
will come out of revenue. 
Senator FOLL (Queensland) [1.51 
a.m.|—I desire to say a few words in re- 
gard. to a matter which was brought 
under the notice of the Minister for 
Defence (Senator Pearce) a_ little 
time ago. I allude to the position of the 
members of the Royal Australian Gar- 


‘rison Artillery, who are at present sta- 


tioned at the Queenscliff Forts. “Senator — 
Earle, it will be recollected, asked some 
questions in respect of this matter the 
other day, and I wish to quote the follow- 


ing newspaper article dealing with it:— ~ 


Members of the R.A.G.A. serving at the — 
Queenscliff forts recently asserted that the 
Minister of Defence had done them an injus- 
tice when he stated in the Senate last week that 
they had been enlisted to replace the permanent — 
They 
contended that they had joined the R.A.G.A. 
with a view to being drafted into the siege re- 


“inforecements for service abroad. The Minister 


for Defence, in alluding to this contention 
yesterday, said that while it was true that the 
siege reinforcements had been drawn from the 
R.A.G.A., men enlisting in the R.A.G.A. since 
the outbreak of the war had only taken an oath 
for service in the Military Forces of the Com- 
monwealth. ‘Reinforcements for the Siege Bri- 
gade could only be absorbed slowly, and some 
time ago, when reinforcements for other arms 
of the A.I.F. were urgently needed, an offer 
was made to men serving in the R.A.G.A. to 
transfer to the A.L.F., but only a few men re- 
sponded to the invitation. Regarding the de- — 
mobilization of the men now serving at the © 
forts, he stated that it would be necessary to 
retain sufficient men to man the guns until the | 
permanent troops attached to the wae Ga ee 
returned from overseas service, 4 


The grievance of these men is that the 
Minister’s statement that they were given — 
an opportunity to enlist in the Australian 

Imperial Force, and refused to do so, is~ 
somewhat unfair. I have here a copy of © 


t 


_ replace men on active service,’ 


 —Tam, &e., 
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the parents’ consent in the case of one of 
these lads, which reads— 

We, the undersigned, the parents of ; 
hereby give our consent for him to go on active 
service ~ (abroad) with reinforcements to the 
36th Australian Heavy Artillery Group. 

Then follow the names of the father and 
- mother, which are certified to. The con- 
sent is dated 11th August, 1918. This 
lad is at present stationed at Queenscliff. 
He applied to go away with the Austra- 
lan Imperial Force, but was not per- 
mitted to do so. Yet the Minister has 


stated that the opportunity was given to 


these men to enlist, and that only a few 
of them responded. On the 16th instant 
the following letter appeared in the 
Argus :— 6 
THE SIEGE ARTILLERY. 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE “ ARGUS.” 


Sir,—In the Senate on Monday night Senator 
Pearce stated:—‘“ A number of men were en- 
listed in the Garrison Artillery at the forts to 
replace men on active service, and the question 
of their release was now under consideration.” 

Now, as the father of one of these young 

men (in the case of my son a boy under 19) 
I desire to protest most strongly against this 
statement. They enlisted in the A.I.F. for the 
purpose of reinforcing the troops in France, and 
it is an insult to say that they enlisted “ to 
> when they were 
eager to proceed to France and risk their lives 
in the service of their country. The statement 
is further misleading in that they did not (at 
any rate knowingly) enlist in the R.A.G.A.; 
they enlisted in the A.I.F. They were drafted 
by the military authorities into the Siege Artil- 


we lery, presumably on account of their physique 


and general fitness for big gun work. If the 


terms of their enlistment were as stated, the 


military authorities should have made it quite 
clear to them at the time, when I am certain 
few, if any, would have entered the Siege Artil- 
lery. 

Now, shortly after the signing of the armis- 


tice, it was stated by the Government that no 


more reinforcements would be sent, and that all 
in camp would be released, yet ‘the Minister 
states, in regard to the Siege Artillery, “ their 
release was now under consideration.” The 
Minister is evidently not cognisant with what 
has taken place, or he would be aware that a 
large number of Siege Artillery men who en- 
listed months later than my son have already 
been released, and, this being the case, what 
need is there for “ considering ~ the release of 
the remainder? On behalf of my son and other 


men’s sons similarly detained, they should be 


i - relieved of their duties without further delay. 


CG. EB. A. Marrnann. 
Chyheerood, N.S.W., Dec. 13. 


 Benator Foll. 


I spoke to the Minister a few dase. ees : 


who says— m3 


in regard to a number of the men at the 
Queenscliff forts who desire to be r 
leased from duty, in order that they may es 
go about their own businesses. He in- — 
formed me that at present it is not pos- 
sible to deplete the Force there. I quite _ 
agree with the honorable gentleman that ~ 
it would not be safe to release every Sea 
member of the Australian Garrison Ar- 
tillery who is stationed there. But the = 
position there seems to be ‘nooneie s 
with the statements which I have already, & 
quoted. et 

I have also received a letter from a 
member of the Australian Garrison Ar- 
tillery, who is located at these forts, an 


Es Soh 


The only time an offer was made to. the . 
members here to enlist in other units was 
about two years ago for the Field a 
the full number then being secured. 
That statement is also quite contrary to 
the statement made by the Minister. Th 
letter proceeds—_ 2 

There are quite a number oe men with iat ite e 
three months’ training drafted from the AI. See. 


from Broadmeadows who have not taken any 


ass 


oath with the R.A.G.A. The only oath these 
men have taken is the usual one as taken with | 
all A.I.F. units. Se 
Doubtless the Minister has been misinforme .. 
as to the true position, and trust that you will 
give the true facts of our position. igen 
Just prior to the armistice about twenty 
men of the R.A.G.A. applied for transfers to tl 
A.I.F. general reinforcements, and after. som 
time elapsing permission was given them to do 
so. Their reason for so doing was with the idea 
getting away for active service sooner ths 
they would have done had they remained. _ 
It seems to me that these men have a 
genuine grievance. A number of them 
were desirous of going to the Front, and © 
were prevented from doing so, and they 
resent the Minister’ s statement that the’ 
were given an opportunity to enlist in 
the Australian Imperial Force, but - 
fused to avail themselves of it. I also 
desire to know whether an attempt can- 
not be made to release these men fror SS 
further duty by replacing them with me 
who have had experience in siege fi 
battles abroad. : 
Senator PEARCE (Western Austra 
—Minister for’ Defence) [1.57 a.1 
Senator Foll has as ee sso 


EE the. Hicts. : T- have seen the oath which 


these men took, and under that oath they 
were sworn into the Commonwealth Mili- 
tary Forces and not into the Australian 


Imperial Force. 
_- ‘Senator Foru.—Perhaps they did not 


see exactly what I am swearing. 
addition to that, there was a question 


understand the oath that they were 


taking. 
Senator PEARCE.—That is not my 
fault. If I take an oath I read it. and 


_ read out to them when they enlisted, and 
_ that question was not the question which 
is read out to men who enlist in the 


_ Australian Imperial Force. 


t 


These men 
were sworn to obey the Commonwealth 
Military Force regulations. Senator Foll, 
in one of the letters which he quoted, 
supplied the answer to another letter 
which he read. One of his correspondents 
affirms that these men were only given an 
opportunity to enlist in the Australian 
Imperial Force some two years ago, and 
that that opportunity related to the Field 


Artillery. Later on he states that. they 


were given an opportunity to, transfer,’ 
and that some of them did so, just before: 


ee a the armistice was signed. ee 
_ Senator Foru.—He says that they de- 
sired to do so. ; 


- Senator PEARCE.—I may add that 


some months before that, a number of 


Officer. Commanding 
.. Garrison ~ 
would 

. to England to do 
- upon I said, ‘‘ Well, give them an oppor- 


these men, through their friends, were 
pressing to be sent to the Front. The 
the 
said ‘that 1b 
to send them 
nothing. There- 


Artillery 
useless 


be 


_ tunity to transfer to the Australian Im- 


| | -add to them. 


perial Force.’’ That offer was published 


_ in every one of the camps, and very few 
of the men accepted. it. 


These are the 
facts of the case, and I have nothing to 
They are backed up by 
documentary evidence in the Depart- 
ment. : 
Senator Forn.—I naturally accepted 
the Minister’s statement. . ; 
Senator PEARCE.—The reason why 
these men cannot be released, and Senator 


. Foll, as an artilleryman, will appreciate 
_ it—is that they have been trained on the 
guns. The permanent men are still at 
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the Front with the Siege Brigade. As 
soon as they can be returned we shall re- 
lease these men. | 


Senator GRANT (New South Wales) 
[2.1 a.m.].—Something further requires 
to be done in respect to returned soldiers — 
who are not receiving a sufficiently high 
pension. I know of the case of one man 
who was shot through the kidneys’ and 
the legs, and who applied for a pension, 
but was put off with 7s. 6d. a week. 
Before the war he had been accustomed 
to earn about £4 a weék in a rather 
strenuous form of employment, but, ow- 
ing to his wounds he could not return to 
that means of livelihood. I understand 
that he is a single man. It is not fair 


that he should receive such a miserable | 


amount of pension. He is not even able 
to work full time upon the class of em- 
ployment in which he is engaged. 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
Minister for Repatriation) [2.2 a.m.].—I 
am always a little surprised to hear state- 
ments of that kind made by members of 
Parhament. It should be well understood 
by now that if a man is incapacitated 
it does not matterehow much pension he 
receives, or even if he receives none at 
all, the Repatriation Department assures 
him the sum of £2 2s. per week. Senator 
Grant should know that. He should in- 
form the individual in question of the — 
means to be adopted to secure that 
amount, rather than make statements of 
this character in public. eee 


Senator Grant.—The public way is 
very effective. We! 


Senator MILLEN.—It is, in the way 
of creating the impression that the coun- 
try is not leoking after returned men. 
Every person who professes a desire to 
assist in repatriation should make it his 
business to be able to tell men placed like 
the returned soldier just alluded to all 
the facts, so that he may secure the bene- 
fits held out to him under the repatria- 
tion scheme. It was discouraging to me — 
to learn of a blind man getting up in a 
meeting of the Returned Soldiers Asso-— 
ciation recently, and complaining that he — 
h%d been left to live a dog’s life on 30s. _ 
a week. Every man present, and cer- _ 
tainly every officer, should have 


wnt 
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immediately put that unfortunate man out 
of his mental troubles by informing him 
of the sum he could receive through the 
Repatriation Department. If Senator 
Grant will give me particulars of the case 
he has mentioned I will endeavour to 
trace that man and tell him how ‘to 
secure the benefits to which he is entitled. 


Senator GRANT (New South Wales) 
[2.5 a.m.].—This man had been accus- 
tomed to a laborious. occupation, but, 
owing to his wounds, he can do little 
work to-day., It was with great reluc- 
tance that he applied to the Pensions De- 
partment at all, and it was only upon 
ascertaining that he could not do much 
work. Then he was put off with 7s. 6d. 
per week. Possibly he may secure more 
now, because I have placed his case before 
the Pensions Department. But if he does 
no? receive better treatment I will fur- 
nish the Minister with the particulars. 
Proposed vote agreed to. 
Preamble and title agreed to. 

Bill reported without request. 

_ Motion (by Senator MuLuEn) © pro- 
- posed— 

That the report be ep aac pied: 

Senator GRANT (New South Wales) 
[2.7 a.m.].—Is - there any truth in the 
statement “which has recently appeared in 

_ the press to the effect that it is contem- 
plated to purchase some modern weaving 
plant at a cost in the neighbourhood of 
_ £50,000, in order to provide new employ- 
- ment for returned soldiers ? 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
- Minister for. Repatriation) [2:8 aim. }— 
I made a statement to the press intimat- 
ing that the Department had taken an 
option over the plant and patent rights 
of a new weaving process. I propose to 
lay on the table of the Senate later this 
day the papers connected with that trans- 
action. 
~ Question resolved in the affirmative. 
Report adopted. 
Bill read a third time. 


i 8a? ee iy. oc ——— 


_ RESIGNATION OF SENATOR J. J. 
"i LONG. 

The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
NE: Givens) .—I have to announce the 
_ receipt of the following communication, 


[SENATE.] 


sisted the Government 


__ Senator J.J. Long. 


tendering his resignation, oes Sonat 

J. J. Long :— eek. 

. The Sekiate a 

Melbourne, 20th December, 1918, Ror 

sae Hon. the President of the Senate. 3 
" “ 
I beg to resign my seat in the Senate as. % 
representative for the State of Tasmania. — bi 
(Signed) J. J; “DONGwas 

That letter was received by me at 1.46 ~ 

o’clock this morning. The usual steps 2 

will be taken to communicate the informa- 

tion to His Excellency the Governor of 

Tasmania by telegram, and that will be : 
subsequently confirmed by letter in ac 
cordance with the requirements of the 

Constitution, and the practice ek in : 

such cases. . be a3 


WAR-TIME PROFITS TAX 
ASSESSMENT BILL. | 


Bill received from the House of Repre- 
sentatives. i 
Motion (by. Senator Mitten) bes 
posed— 


Sinator GARDINER (New Bout 
Wales) [2.11 a.m.].—Does the Minister 
propose to proceed with the consideration. 
of the Bill at this stage? We have gone» 
through the Estimates, and that is more 
than a fair thing. To ask honomibiele c 
senators now to deal with a Bill of such 
scope and importance as this is most un- 
reasonable. ae 

Senator Mitien.—The strain is as 
heavy upon myself as upon others. 


Senator GARDINER.—I would prefer 
to return next week rather than carry on 
now under conditions which afford no op- ve 
portunity of adequate consideration being 
given to the measure. It was debated at 
considerable length in another place. I 
do not know in what condition it left that . 
chamber. Honorable senators have as 
in their pro 
gramme, but I am convinced that th 
most reasonable consideration in that 
gard scarcely provides an excuse fons 
manding further concessions. | 


Senator MILLEN (New South Ww. | 
Minister for Repatriation) [2.12 a.m.] 
I rile a wis ae 


. S cinnee ee 


7 of the other House. 


a 


War. time Profits Tax 
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Assessment Bill. 


He must know, how- 
ever, that there is a natural desire to close 
the. ‘proceedings of Parliament in order 


_ that honorable senators may be in their 
own homes at Christmas tide. 
Day will be on Wednesday next. 


/ Christmas 
If we 
do not complete the business before Par- 
liament by to-morrow there will be no 
prospect of a number of senators realiz- 
ing their natural desires for that occasion. 
Senator Gardiner speaks of honorable sen- 
ators. returning next week. That would 
not only mean bringing us back, but 
would require the attendance of members 
Unless our business 


is completed now there would not only be 
great difficulty in securing an attendance 


in the other House, but it could only be 
achieved by compelline members of Par- 


liament to forego their Christmas plans. 


“senator in that regard. 


Senator Kratinc.—The other House 
does not give the Senate much considera- 


tion towards the end of a session. 


“Senator MILLEN.—I cannot say that 
I differ very much with the honorable 
It is no pleasure | 
for me to be here for two nights in suc-' 


cession at this hour, but circumstances 
compel it. 
ae accept the inevitable. 


I appeal to honorable senators 


Question put. ey : Senate divided. 


Ayes... 2 sare er OL, 
»Noes._... ee GOR te © 
Majority 10 
Beas eae? : * AYES. 
Setakhap,’ T. J. K. Plain, W. 
Bolton, Lt.-Colonel Rowell, Colonel 
‘ Buzacott, R. Russell, EK. J. 
Earle, J. Senior, W. 
Poll, H. S. Shannon, J. W, 
Keating, J. H. Thomas, J. 
Millen, E. D. age 
~ Newland, J. _. Teller: 
Pearce, G.-F. de ae ae Lae 
Apes Sk et NogEs. 
+ parnés, Js >* | Needham, E. 
Gardiner, A. 
Guthrie, R. S. | Teller : 
McDougall, AL” | Grant, J. 


e: 
soak 


Question $0 Srolved | in the affirmative. 


Standing and Sessional Orders  sus- 


| setae, 


-~éBill read i a first arias ~ 


‘gre made 


Sreconp READING. 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
Minister for Repatriation ) [2.20 am.]. 
—I move— 


That this Bill be now read a Bees, time. 


As honorable senators are aware, there 
has been, amongst a certain section of 


the community for some time a: 
considerable agitation for the repeal 
of the War-time Profits Act. The. 


Government has considered the matter 
very fully, and has come to the con- 
clusion, for two main reasons, that 16 
is not advisable to repeal it at this june- — 
ture. The Government has also recog: | 

nised that the existing legislation im- 

poses hardships upon certain people, and 
it is the intention of this Bill to remove 
some of the objectionable features of the. 
Act, so that it may rest with greater 
equity upon the business community. A 
memorandum has been circulated amongst 
honorable senators setting out in the usual 
form the effect of the proposed amend- 
ments. In clause 8 certain additions 
to the classes of businesses to 
be exempted from taxation, amongst them 
being shipbuilding in the 
wealth, and such mining businesses, not — 
including coal, as are specified by pro- 

clamation. 
empted, so far as concerns income which 


is the result of commissions and not the 
There is also an — 


utilization of capital. 
important alteration of section 11 of the — 
principal Act. Under the present law, if — 
a business has not one pre-war standard, 
the Commissioner has power to grant re- 
hef from the taxation to insure the finan- 
cial stability.of the business. It is now 
proposed to widen his discretion. There - 
are, of course, running through the Bill 
some other important alterations, but as 
this is an amending measure, I suggest 
it would be more appropriate if I were 


to deal with the various provisions at the os 


Committee stage. The principles of the 
Bill do not need discussion, as they. were 


debated when the printinal Act was be- - 


fore the Senate. I assume, therefore, 
that I shall be suiting the convenience 
of honorable senators if I refrain from — 


Common- | 


Agencies are also’ to be ex- — 


detailed ean until the Bil is in 
‘Committee. 


Senator GRANT (New South Wales) 
[2.93 a.m.|.—The whole principle of the 
Bill is founded upon a wrong basis, and 
J think it is very much to be regretted 
that the Government has not seen 
its way clear to repeal the existing 
Jegislation in regard to this matter. I 
‘am sure this course would give a great 
deal of satisfaction. I am informed on 
very reliable authority that notwithstand- 
ing all the care which seems to have been 
taken by the Government to insure that 
new ‘businesses shall not be unfairly 


handicapped, they will be severely hit by 


this Bill. I am pleased to see, however, 
that amongst the amendments : made to 
the existing law is one which treats co- 
operative soeieties in a more satisfactory 
manner than under the original Act. I 
understand it is proposed to exempt them 
altogether from taxation so far as con- 
-eerns profit the result of trading with 
Pa enihers of the society. That clause will 
ufford very much-needed relief, and I 
hope it will not be interfered ‘with in 
Committee. The Government appears to 
be determined to pass the measure, but 
J think it is absolutely unfair to place 
a comprehensive amendment of a com- 


itd and troublesome piece of legis- 


_ lation in our hands, and expect us to give 
it intelligent consideration in the few 


- hours now at our disposal. 


_ Senator Baxuar.—Our powers of re- 
view are being reduced to a farce. 


Senator GRANT.—Yes; and I note 
that the Government had to apply the 
~ gag’ to get the measure through in 
another place. That piece of machinery 
is not operative in the Senate, because 
hitherto we have curtailed our remarks 
and it has not been-found necessary. 


Senator BAKHAP (Tasmania) [2.28 
“eB -m.].—It Is, indeed, reducing the 
powers of review, constitutionally possessed 
by this Senate, to a farce to expect us to 
systematically review an intricate finan- 
cial measure of this kind at this hour of 
the morning, remembering that yesterday 
_ morning we were also sitting at about 
this time. 


this Senate, consent to anything oe 


' Standing 


How can jaded senators, 


instantaneously ae 
anything like a sensible review of 

measure like this? The Bill has, 

doubt, been substantially amended in t 

other Chamber, which was most deliberate © 
in its treatment of it. It was before that a: 
House for a considerable time, and it has 
now been brought before the Senate ir 
its amended form. But this is not the 
last word. So perfunctory seems to have | 3 
been the handling of the measure in an- — 
other place that, notwithstanding the 
time occupied in deliberating upon it, we. 
now have placed in our hands a whole. 
page of amendments upon this mendes 


brought AWE this pass. : 
habit of Eoeaene 4 rash Slaten = By 


tes in eitines necessary te cine aw 
the business of the Senate; a will” 


Minister 
sis c: a simile 


I warn the 
if anything — 


kind again. 
charge. that 


of this Senate at which I am present, 
shall vote against the suspension of 
Orders, so that 
approximating studied consideration 
be given to measures, particularly the 
of. an intricate character-=* esi. s es 


exactly wanes youl aid last time? — 


Senator BAKHAP.—I never — 
such a statement before. Tes 
forget the statement I am making 
I assure honorablé senators who, — 
myself, have remained to conduct 4 . 
business of this Chamber that my pro- 
mise or my threat in this regard will b 
carried out. 


with the conditions in Australia a 
people there are our people 
the same languages 


- War-time Profits Tax 
_ same Empire, they prosecute their adven- 
tures and enterprises in similar circum- 
stances, and yet, after one year’s exper- 


_ience. of a war-time profits tax, the Par-~- 


lament of that Dominion repealed it 
_t toto. If the Commonwealth were well- 
_ advised they would have taken an exactly 
_ similar step. I am not going to oppose 
this amending Bill because it to some ex- 
tent ameliorates the unpleasant incidence 
of the original measure. I was so aston- 
ished at the phraseology of the clauses of 
_ the original Bill when I came to examine 
_ them miuutely that I said that I washed 
_ my hands of all responsibility in  con- 
-hexion with that measure. That atti- 
tude on my part towards this legislation 

is well und®rstood by my constituents. I 
have protested against the provisions of 
the War-time Profits Act ever since it 
was under consideration in this Chamber. 


Though the Treasurer may derive 
_ £1,000,000 or £2,000,000 of revenue 
_ from the operation of the existing Act, 
_ the fact must not be lost sight of that 
by reason of its existence damage to the 
_ extent of tens of millions of pounds has 
_ been inflicted upon the enterprises, ener- 
gies, and commercial life of our people. 
This is not a country in which large sums 
of money have been made as war-time 
_ profits by people who are called profiteers. 
_ 1am satisfied that there are a great many 
. industries which the assessment under the 
_ Act will disclose have not provided £1,000 
_ as available for this taxation. We have 
_ already on the statute-book taxation mea- 


_ Jevied upon in the interests of the com- 
', munity. The Income Tax Act is a mea- 
sure of that description. In this country, 
Inhabited by 5,000,000 of people, who will 
presently find themselves burdened by 
hundreds of millions of debt, every energy 
‘should be bent upon the stimulation of 

_ production. But the War-time Profits 
_ Act may be said to have held a shadowy 
and sinister hand over all the activities 
and enterprises of the people. In con- 

_ nexion with every industry of which I 
ean think, many more enterprises would 
_ have been launched if it had not been 
passed. I suppose that it is the reluct- 
ance of the Acting Prime, Minister 


- 
¥ 5 sate 
= Ty aa 


a i 
A dn 


(Mr. Watt), who is also Treasurer, 
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sures by means of which profits can be © 
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to relinquish anything in~the way of 
a substantial amount of revenue that~ 


-has induced the Government to propose 


to amend, rather than to repeal, the 


existing Act. We are told that a “ bird 


in the hand is worth two in the 
bush,’’ and that a “‘ sprat may be used to 
catch a mackerel,” but I venture to say 
that m business eagerness to secure a 
small amount of profit may sometimes 
prevent a man from being in a position to 
avail himself of the opportunity to make 
a much larger profit. It is a distinct mis- 
take, by legislation of this character, in 
order to collect £1,000,000 or £2,000,000 
in taxation, to check enterprise which 
would result in a long period of fruitful- 
ness, not only from the stand-point of the © 
taxpayer, but in regard to the production 
of wealth, which is so essential to the 


welfare of the people at this juncture. 1 _ 


do not think that any one can closely esti- 
mate the vast amount of damage which 
the existing Act has inflicted* upon the 
Commonwealth, and I most earnestly de- 
sired to see the Government repeal the 


‘measure, as was done with a similar Act — 


in New Zealand. . 


We can deal with the Income Tax Act — 
in such a way as to levy upon any large 
profits. In fact, they automatically come — 
within the ambit ofthat Act. This mea- 
sure, to be properly styled, should be - 
called “The Bar to Enterprise Act.” 
IT believe that it will ameliorate the 


incidence of the operation of the existing 


Act, and I shall, therefore, support the 
second reading. When the original Bill 
was under consideration’ I contended that 
the industry of tin mining was. one which 


‘should be specifically exempted from such 


legislation.. The price of tin went up to 
an abnormal point during the latter por- 
tion of the war period, but it is tumbling 


down like the waters of a cataract at the — 
present time. A further fall is announced 
in the newspapers which have just been ~ 


circulated, and no one can now put a limit 
to this falling tendency. I should hke to 
know whether the assessments disclosed 
anything like big war-time profits in this — 
industry. The high price of tin did not 
stimulate production in Australia, for the 
simple reason that the existence of the 


9806 


and 


War-time Profits Tax 


War-time Profits Act barred enterprise 
checked the necessary inflow of 


- eapital, without which new tin ventures 


_ repeal of the original Act. 
able at this hour of the morning to dis- 


could not be started. 


There is a retrospective feature of this 
Bill which has been much commented 
upon in the press, and it affords an ad- 
ditional buttress to my argument for the 
We are un- 


_euss the features of this amending Bill 


- reads— 


which are pernicious or are beneficial as | 


amendments of the existing law, which, 
no doubt, some of them are. 


Senator Miititen.—Does the honorable 


senator think that any of the new pro- 
visions are more pernicious than those 


which they amend ? 
Senator BAKHAP.—One feature of 


tthe amending Bill which has been con- 


tanually referred to in the press, and that 
is its retrospective character, is very per- 
nicious. The promise to give relief to the 


tin-mining’ industry is embodied in an 


amendment in very general terms, and 


subject to the condition of proclamation. : 
An amendment of section 8 of the prin- 
cipal Act is proposed by the insertion in 


sub-section 1 of a paragraph, which 


Such mining businesses or such classes of 
mining businesses. (not including any-~ coal- 


mining businesses) as are specified by 
_ ¢lamation, as from the date, to the extent and 


pro- 


on the boniitions set forth in the-proclamation. 


I say that that is very indefinite, and is 


mining industry from the operation of 


which, 


conditioned in a way that I did not an- 
ticipate, seeing the great rumpus which 
I think has been justly made. over the 


tin-mining industry. It is not my in- 


tention to delay the passage of the Bill; 


but I do intend to move an amendment 
in two words, will specifically 
exempt the tin-mining industry and re- 
lease it from this indefinite. and incon- 
clusive condition. I shall propose in 
Committee, when we come to consider 
clause 3 proposing ‘the amendment of sec- 


tion 8 of the principal Act, that in para- 


graph e the words “or tin” shall be in- 


serted after the word “‘gold.’’ I am 
going to be content with supporting the 
Bill, and will secure one amendment of 
it if possible which will exempt the tin- 


this pernicious legislation. 


ky 7 , 
Ny aN 


-[SENATE.] 


I move— 


Aveta Bill. 


~ 


IT have agen’ to assist in carrying : 
out the business of the Sada and ee 


apboeae and I shall now resume ‘my 
seat after once more repeating my great — 
regret that the Government have not pro- 
posed the repeal of the principal Act, 
which is so detrimental to the enterprise ‘¢ 
and energies of the people of the Gom= - ve 
monwealth. : 
Question resolved in the afirmative 
Bill read a second time. dace 
Motion (by Senator Murxizn) agreed 
to— 


That it be an instruction to the Committee” 
of. the Whole on the Bill to consider the 
amendment of sections 2 and 27 of the prin bE 
cipal Act. a Gee 

In Committee: ste 

Clause 1 agreed to. pe e 

Senator MILLEN (New South Walon a me 
Minister for Pepa) [2.46-a.m. ie Re 


That the following new clause be ince — 


“Ya. Section 2 of the principal Act. i 
amended by omitting all the words from am 
including ‘‘ next after,’’ and inserting in their 
stead the words ‘*QOne thousand nine hun r sis igtie 
and nineteen.’ we ek 


Section 2 of the Erne Act is as fol- 


lows :~— ee 


The Act shall apply to the profits dn an 
business arising up to the thirtieth day o 
June next after the declaration of peace 
connexion with the present war. se 


The object of the amendment is to ree 

move all doubt and ambiguity, and make 

it clear that no tax will be collected of 

profits made after the 30th June, 1919. 
Proposed new clause aes to. 
Clause 2 (Definitions). 


Senator SENIOR (South Austell 
[2.49 a.m.].—The definition of “‘« 
operative company ’’ is removed from th 
definition section in the principal Act an 
put into another clause in the middle 
the Bill. What'is the purpose? 


Senator MILLEN (New South Walk 
Minister for Repatriation) [2.50 a.m. 
Not Sila’ is the definition transtenr “f 


a 
Re 
te 
am 
wt 


fopipite to co-operative societies. 
these require a clause to: themselves, 


a 
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Clause agreed to. 
Clause 3— . : 
Section 8 of the principal Act is amended— 
(a) by inserting in sub-section (1) after 
: paragraph (g) the following para- 

graphs :—. 
ape “and (h) shipbuilding so far as 
mh regards contracts made with 
' - * the Commonwealth Govern- 
A ment since the fourth day of 
August One thousand nine 
hundred and fourteen and be- 
fore the declaration of peace 

and 

‘* (4) such mining businesses or 
such classes of mining busi- 
nesses (not including any coal 
hs é mining business) as are speci- 
ae TMA _ fied by proclamation, as 
a‘ os iia from the date, to the extent 


and on the conditions, set 
forth inthe proclamation; 
Bnd S67: 


Section proposed to be ameyided— 
(1) The businesses to which this Act ap- 
plies are all businesses of any description 
deriving profits from sources within Aus- 
as tralia, excepting— 
the principal 


_.  (e) businesses where 


business consists of mining fon 


gold; and 
_ Senator BAKHAP (Tasmania). [2.53 
- @.m.|.—I desire to amend paragraph ¢ 
of sub-section 1 of section 8 of the prin- 
eipal. Act by adding after the word 
“gold ’’ the words “‘ or tin.’’ There has 
- been a constant chorus of disapproval 
from all sections of the mining community 
regarding the position of the tin indus- 
_ try. It may be contended that tin min- 
ing can be exempted by the new wording 
_, of sub-paragraph 2 in clause 3, but. that 
'. process requires a proclamation, and con- 
ditions the undoubted promise made by 
the Administration that tin mining 
_ would be exempt. Tin mining is not men- 
tioned in sub-paragraph 7, although 
“ight through the tin-mining fields of 
_ Australia it was expected and understood, 


“tin mining was to be exempted by the 


ies provisions of this amending Bill. There_ 


are times when it is necessary for the 
_ Minister in charge of a measure to be in- 
flexible, but I submit that this is not one 
_ of those occasions., A great deal of fric- 
tion will be obviated, and much of the 
existing unpopularity of this tax in min- 
ing districts will be removed, if my 


- : 
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amendment is accepted. It does speci- 
fically what was expected to be done, but — 
has not been done. I move— 
That the following new paragraph be im- 
serted after the word “ amended,” line 1:— 
“ (aA) By inserting in paragraph « of 
such section, after the word ‘gold, the 
words ‘or tin.’” 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— ~ 
Minister for Repatriation) [3.3 a.m.}.— 
I take no exception to the moving of the 
amendment; indeed, I appreciate the 
courteous manner in which Senator Bak- 
hap stated his views; but I regret that. 
I am not free to accept his proposal. 
The clause empowers the authorities to 
exempt tin and other mineral propositions 
under circumstances which seem te 
justify such an exemption. No doubé, 
the honorable senator would lke to make 
the exemption certain. I do not know 
on what he based the statement that a 
definite promise was given that it would 
be made certain. No doubt, a sympa- 
thetic reply was given to those who sought 
that concession, but there was no definite 
promise—I speak from memory, and May 


‘he at fault—that tin-ntining would be 


exempted. There is reason for leaving the 
question of exemption to be determined 
according to the circumstances of any 
particular mining company. There might — 
be circumstances which would justify an 
exemption at one timé, and at other 
times make it unnecessary and unfair to 
the industries that are taxed. Where. a 
good case can be made out, the Adminis- 
tration will be inclined to give a concern 
the benefit of the exemption. Possibly, 
if I represented tin-miners to any greab 
extent, I would be better pleased to have 
the exemption set out in the Act; but 
the Government has endeavoured to deal 
fairly with those who have approached 
them, and the Administration might — 
well be left to determine whether an ex- 
emption shall or shall not be given. If 
it be thought that that might pro- 


vide opportunities for favoritism, I 

would point out that a clause tw 
to be introduced which will make 
it - necessary for. the Government - 


to immediately inform Parliament of 
what it is doing in this regard, so that 
Parliament may have an opportunity to 
take any steps it likes to check improper 


~ action by the Administration. 
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- Senator KEATING (Tasmania) [3.7 
a.m.}].—I regret that the Minister cannot 


see his way to accept the amendment. I 


am not sure that it could not be intro- 
duced in a more appropriate place, and 
in better form; but the object which Sena- 
tor Bakhap and others have in view would 
be achieved if it were carried. This mat- 
ter was discussed at considerable length 


when the principal Act was before the 


Senate, and from the moment that that 
Act became law until the introduction of 


this Bill, representations have continued 


to be made to the Acting Prime Minister 
and Treasurer (Mr. Watt): ‘Instance 
after instance of the actual working of the 


Act, in its relation to tin mining, has been 
brought under his notice. 
every honorable senator and honorable . 


I believe that 


“member who waited on the Acting Prime 
Minister on this subject is aware that the 
reply given by him was not only very 
sympathetic, but one which led all to 


infer that tin mining would be dealt with 


in the manner proposed by the amend- 


ment. Senator Millen says that the reply 


of the Minister might have been sympa- 
thetic, but that it did not contain any de- 


finite promise. I shall go further, and 
say that subsequently, just as the Bill was 
about to be introduced, an intimation was 
given to me which resulted in my sending 


_ to Tasmania the statement that the prin- 
ciple — 


embodied in Senator Bakhap’s 


present amendment was incorporated in 


H ansard ‘ 


die Bull: 


‘Senator Mitnen.—Was that an intima- 
tion from the Government? 


Senator KEATING.—It was from a 
member of the Government, and I sent a 
eommunication to Tasmania to that 
effect. 


Senator Baxuar.—I received a similar © 


communication. 


Senator KEATING.—I regretted very 


- much, later, that I had to send copies of the 


Bill to various persons with the statement, 
that my information did not tally exactly 
with the wording of the measure. How- 
ever, nothing can be said in addition to 
what has already been said on previous 
occasions, and J realize that, in the cir- 
cumstances, one can merely talk to 


. [SENATE.] 


pe for Australian tin- -mining Vv 


‘this party. 


I regret that, after actual 


cases have been laid before them, the 
vernment do not realize the necessity 
dealing with tin-mining as gold-mi 
is dealt with in the original Act, and 
molybdenite, tungsten, sheelite, and other i 
rare metals used in the manufacture of 
munitions of war have been dealt with. 

IT shall support the amendment, and i 
trust that other senators will do so too. a 
On a previous occasion it was by a _very a 
narrow majority that a proposal to in- * 
clude tin-mining among the oren pa = 
businesses was defeated. 


“ 


Senator Baxuap.—lIt was defeated ales 
mately in Committee by one vote, in a 


y= 
“ee 
3 a 
= 
bY 
attempt to secure a recommittal to ‘ee 


this amendment. at oe 
‘Senator Kratine.—I hope that on this - 
occasion we shall be more successful. - oe 
und 


Senator BAKHAP (Tasmania) [3. uh s 
a.m. if ey ae not ‘wish to divulge any 3 


who prompted - me te assure all the —— ns 
bers of the tin-mining community that I 
met in Tasmania and in Melbourne that — 
Th 


tin would be eee rae 


makes incteased prsduction impossible ey aH 
Notwithstanding the high prices of tin, 
it is practically impossible to obtain a 


be slaniel for Sian to be reg 
tered in Malaya. People say that, | 
tin is a ee asset, it will be better 


Hot say rth holst the staeiee of t | 
primary producers towards this Admin 
tration, but surely Ministers can see 
writing on the wall. In two recent 
tions representatives of the primar 
ducers have defeated the candic 

That has happened, t 
it. is | believed that the ee nt 
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Prauncaior ekese Sahchts has always 
been worth at least from 50 to 100 votes 
_ for the Liberal and National parties, has 
told me that if the measure is not 
_amended in accordance with the implied 
a promise that was given, under no circum- 
stances will he again vote for a 
- Nationalist candidate, and he will 
vote for Senator Keating and my- 
self only on personal grounds. That 
is a straw in the stream which in- 
dicates the trend of public opinion. 
This gentleman has spent between £4,000 
and £5,000 in taking machinery from a 
- mine which was exhausted some years 
ago, and in placing it on his own mine. 
Realizing the profits likely to be won 
from the tin ore in this long-exploited 
mine, he says, ‘“‘ If the implied promise 
to exempt tin mining is not fulfilled I 
will shut down my mine, and discharge 
the sixteen or twenty miners who are 
employed upon it at present.’ He recog- 
nises that lhe cannot obtain a fresh yield 
of tin every year from the.old and ex- 
_ ploited mine which he is endeavouring to 
rehabilitate. This Bill will, therefore,, 
_ check tin production. 
tors choose to ‘stultify themselves, if they 
are willing to forget that the attempt to 
‘exempt tin mining in connexion with the 
principal Act was defeated by only one 
vote, I shall be sorry for such of them 
pe 308 have to deal with tin-mining constitu- 
_ encies. Directly the armistice was pro- 
elaimed the price of this particular metal 
- eommenced to tumble, and since the 10th 
_ November its price has fallen as much as 
£70 or £80 per ton. With a market SO 
~ unstable, if tin mining is not to be sgeci- 
fically exempted from the operation of 
the Act, I despair of the ‘intelligence of 
ee thombers of this National Parliament. 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales—_ 


[19 Daceate, 1918.] 


If Lanes eis sena- . 


5 
y 


uae - Minister for Repatriation) [3.18 a.m.].—~ 


oo reply to Senator Bakhap, I would 
pon out that the very class of mine that 
eich has attempted to pourtray—the mine 


i 


z will be met by the clause which we are 

cc ow considering. But, in addition to 
a that class of mine, there are tin mines 
os which are reaping handsome profits. So 
_ long as the war-time profits tax is in 
* ‘operation there is no reason why one 
‘business. eh is returning a handsome 


_ which is up against adverse circumstances ~ 
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venture, which is making an equally 
handsome profit, should be ‘exempted. 
That would not be equitable. What the 
Bill provides is that we shall collect the 
tax on the profits which are earned, but 
if there are any mining ventures which, 
because of the circumstances to which 
reference has been made by» Senator 
Bakhap, are not yielding a fair profit, we 
will exempt them from taxation. 


Senator BAKHAP.—Does not the Minis- 
ter see that the very indefinite nature of 
the language of this clause will only 
serve to prolong the feeling of uncertainty 
which at present exists amongst the 
mining community, and emphasize the 
position which I have stated ? 


Senator MILLEN.—AIl taxation has a 
somewhat repressive effect. on enterprise. 
I say that with a good deal of hesitancy 
at 3.20 in the morning in the presence of 
Senator Grant. 
I do think that taxation has a tendency 
to retard people from embarking upon 
industry whatever may be its nature. But 
the Government have attempted to dis- 
criminate to the advantage of those tin 
or other mining ventures which are not 
making undue profits, whilst demanding 
from those which are making handsome 
profits the same contribution to the 


But, seriously speaking, 


“profit should pay the tax, while another ~ 


, 


revenue as will be paid by other enter-_ 


prises similarly placed. 


Senator KEATING (Tasmania) 
[3.21].—In regard to the proclamation 
mentioned in paragraph 2 of this clause, 


I would point out that since the principal — 


Act was passed there has been less activity 
in tin mining. In Tasmania, where a 


good deal of this class of mining was — 
carried on for many years, one could go 
into the tin mining centres of the north” 


~ coast. at any time during the last couple 


of years, and find there scarcely one eli- 


gible man. Why? Because they had all 
gone to the Front. The result was that 
tin mining was dependent for labour on 


men who had been associated with it for 


the best part of their lives, but who were 
beyond the recruiting age. 


this Act has been to disperse that labour. 


Senator Senior.—The stopping of tin 


The effect of be 


mining means that the eligibles enlist? 


War tine Pro te Tax 


Senator KEATING._What I moa 


stated is a fact. LEligibles could not be 
found in these tin-mining centres. They 
had gone to the war. That circumstance, 
however, has no relation to the principal 
-Act. I repeat that tin mining was de- 
pendent for labour upon men who were 
not eligible, but who had spent the 
greater part of their lives in mining 
operations. Since the slump took place 

in tin mining, ° to which our war-time pro- 
fits taxation largely -contributed, the 
lessened labour which was previously 
available has been dispersed. When tin 
mining is revived in these centres it will 
be very difficult to obtain suitable labour. 


Moreover, the proclamation of which 
Senator Millen has spoken cannot come 


into force unless in relation to a specific 


- Mining venture or class of mining ven- 
ture. It will be necessary for people 
to embark upon those ventures before 
they can ask for the proclamation. Will 
they embark upon them when they are 
in the position of uncertainty described 
_ by Senator Bakhap? I do not think so. 
‘There will first be the difficulty of as- 
-sembling the requisite labour which has 
_ been dispersed, and, over and above this, 
those who contemplate embarking upon 
_ this enterprise will say, ‘‘If we do so, we 
_ have no assurance that we shall be 
exempt from the operations of the war- 
time profits tax,’’ © These~are the cir- 
- eumstances which make the outlook for 
. Se : mining most unpromising. 


The Minister has referred to the neces- 


table of both Houses, which will then be 
able to deal with the action of the Govern- 
: ment, but that state of affairs cannot 
arise unless there is a proclamation of 
exemption. If there be no proclamation 
there will be nothing to be tabled. I do 
re hope that honorable senators will follow 
the course which they followed on a pre- 
vious occasion, and realize the import- 
ance of the tin mining industry. 


~ Senator Mitten. — The course which 
es followed on a previous occasion was 
to defeat the amendment. 


‘Senator KEATING.—It was Hefeated 


: think, east i im error... <~ 


_ [SENATE - 


Avs. 
Bakhap, 1. J. Sy Needham, E. 
Barnes, J. Senior, W. | 
Gardiner, A. oe » aaa 
Keating, J. H. Tellers 0.) -- a 
McDougall, A. Grant, J. ssi a 
NOEs. 
Bolton, Lt.-Colonel Plain, W. * 
Buzacott, R. Rowell, Gelohel’ 
Earle, J. Russell, E. J. 
‘Foll, H. S. Shannan, Bie Ww. 
Givens, T.. |'Phomas, J. at 
Millen, E. D. eae 
Newland, J. Teller: Rar 
Pearce, F. : e Pat. H. ‘Satna 


ay for laying a proclamation upon the - 


- following sub-paragraph :— 


i by only one vote, and one vote was, i eee 


be inserted be reer at es 
mittee divided. ie ae Wine 
VOR rcs ies ities 


Noes .. ae 
Majoriy I 


al 


Nee Sa seer 


Amendment (by Senator | I 
agreed to—  ~ Pa 
That after the word < oroclaninhioms 


sub-paragraph 7 of paragraph a the follow ri 
words be inserted :— 
“The proclamation shall be laid bef 
both Houses of the Parliament wit 
seven days of the making thereof, or, | 
the Parliament is not then sitting, within 
seven days after the next meeting of tl 
Parliament, but if either House of the Par- 
liament passes a resolution of which notice 
has been given at any time within fi 
sitting days after the proclamation hi 
been laid before such House disallowi 
the proclamation,. the proclamation — 
cease to have effect as from . the 
- thereof.” 


Senator MILLEN (N ew South Wale a 
Minister for Repatriation) es 33 am,]. 
—Il move— = 


. That sub-paragraph j of paragraph. he 
out, with a view to insert in’ lieu thereo 


ej) any agency -(in which little | 

capital expenditure is required) 
the* extent to which the Comm 
‘sioner is satisfied that the 
arise from commissions in re 
of purchases, sales, leases, loan 
surances, OL. collections of 1 
made on behalf of any other 
‘including commercial t avelle: 
agents" whose remuneration — 
wholly of a fixed and defi 
not ah on the ar 


- Wartime Profs Pas 


measure was previously before the Senate, 
in regard to the agency business. It. was 
- pointed alae an agent might have no 
Teas in tis business, It could not be 
_ said, therefore, that he was making any 
% profits when his\income really arose from 
* his own personal exertion. The purpose 
+ of this clause is that a man shall not be 
exempt; but if, side by side with the 

_ income arising from his own personal 
‘ exertion, he is also earning an income 
_ from some capital employed in the busi- 
ness, that portion of his income shall be 
subject to the Act. This clause will ex- 
_ tend a large measure of relief to a éon- 


the community. 


iiGictor MILLEN ( New South Wales— 
Minister for Repatriation) [3.36 am.], 
_ —I move— 


following -new~ -pataeraph be 


_ “ (bb) by inserting after ptragraph j thes 


ee Aaa a a — 
and 
‘(k) businesses deriving profits 
pee from the raising and sale of 
stud live stock bred by the 
owner of the business to 


derived where the ofits so 
derived do not exceed Two 
thousand pounds.’” — 
Phas: Getler is intended to exempt 
x a from the raising and sale of stud 
"i stock in certain cases. The exemption 


‘sale of stud stock breeders’ own animals. 
It will not apply to the value of stud 


animals which he may take into his ordi- 


nary wool-growing business. 
Amendment agreed to. 
Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
Z Clauses 4 to 7 agreed to. 
Clause 8 (Computation of profits). 


: Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
- Minister for eres) [3. 38 a.m.|.— 
_ I move— 

That the following new paragraph be inserted 
after paragraph (f):— 


- « (ff) by omitting sub-section (8) thereof 
-. and inserting in its stead tte follow- 
ing sub- spew): —_— 


193 Drcmits., 1918,] 


A good Seal of ee arose when this 


siderable ‘umber “ot people throughout 


and just, 
on a lease, and one of the conditions is 


the extent of the profits so. 


will be limited to profits arising from the’ 


Sst. Ras Msc, 
on ae $ sees rece 
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‘ (8). In the ease of a haEiiene which uses 
leasehold property or the owner of which has — 
acquired a licence to construct works, buildings, 
or other improvements for the purpose of gain 
on any land— 

(a) for which a definite sum of money has 
been paid other than the rent re- 
served; or 

(6) for which a consideration in the tite 
of material assets has been given by 
the lessee or licensee; or 

(¢) upon which the lessee has covenanted 

; with the lessor to expend money on 
works, buildings, or other improve- 
ments, which will revert to the lessor 


upon the termination of the lease; or = 


(d) upon the condition that the works, 
buildings, or other improvemenis 
will pass to the licensor at the ter- 
mination of the licence, 

a deduction shall be allowed of the amount 
obtained by dividing the sum so paid or to be 


“ expended, or the value of the consideration 80 


given, by the number of years of the unexpired 
period of the lease or licence at the date the 
amount was so paid or the consideration was 
so given, or (in the case of money to be ex- 
pended upon the works, buildings, or other im- _ 
provements) at the date of his entry into por 
session of the lease or licence.’ i 
The idea in this amendment is very simple 
Sometimes a prcverty is let 


that certain improvements are to be 
effected, which improvements ultimately 
fall in for the benefit of the owner of 
the property, at the expiry of the lease. 
This clause permits the lessee to deduct 


“a proportionate amount of the value of 


those improvements for the purposes of 
his assessments. Take, as an example, 
a lease for a term of ten years, on which — 
£1,000 worth of improvements have been 


Drecked: The lessee could deduct, over 
that period, at the rate of £100 per — 
annum. 


Amendment agreed to. 
Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
Clause 9— 


Section 17 of the principal Act is amended 
by adding at the end thereof the following 
sub-section:— _ - 

“ (6) Notwithstanding anythin contained in — } 
this Act, the capital of a partnership . . - 4 
shall include— ae 


Provided that where the member has borrowed _ 
money on the security of his estate in the land, 
the average amount of the borrowed money out- 
standing during the accounting period of the — 


partnership shall be deducted from the amount ~ 
that would otherwise be included in the capital — 


of the partpership business, and shall be 


= 
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leenied to be borrowed “money “used “by that 
- business within the meaning of Sub: easels (15) 
= @f section 15 of this Act.”. 


‘Senator. MILLEN (New South Wales— 
ester for Koper iB: 44 a. oes 
fs move— 


.. That all the words. from aad including the 
‘word ‘“ Provided ’’ be left out, with a view to 
insert in lieu thereof— 
rn ea ee EP POVIGED, that: ‘where a- member has 

borrowed money for the purpose of. ac- 

quiring his estate in the land or has bor- 
rowed money on the security of his estate 
in the land for the purpose of using it in 
the business of the partnership, _ the 
--* average amount of the borrowed money 
- ‘.-— outstanding during the accounting period 
~ of the partnership. shall be deducted from 
the amount that would otherwise be in- 
-. cluded in the capital of the partnership. 
* business and shall be deemed to be bor- 
* + rowed money used by that business within 


“yo the meaning of sub-section (15) of. section — 


é 15 of this Act.” ; aa 
UP his j is a provision by which it is sought 


‘to define what portion of the capital em-— 


ployed in a business shall be regarded as 
borrowed money, in respect to which the 
taxpayer is entitled to deduct from his in- 
come the amount which he pays. in in- 
terest. 

- Amendment agreed to. 


_ Clause, as amended, agreed to. 


‘ is Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 

| Minister for Repatriation) [3. Ag a.m. |.— 

=! move— 

' That the following new clause be inserted :— 

we “9a, Section 27 of the principal Act is 

“amended by omitting the proviso to sub- 
- 2 section 3 thereof.” 


‘This new clause is submitted by the 
eieatisnian as a consequential amendment 
‘to that made by clause 46 of the Bill 
which struck out the proviso to section 
Al; ‘sub-section 1, of the principal Act, 
That proviso Hmited the power of the 
Commissioner and Board of Referees to 
‘modify the law in certain cases, to what 
‘was necessary to insure the financial 


f "stability of the businesses. The new — 


_ clause removes. the limitation — -on the 
oard of Referees, and is’ in harmony 


pith what has already been done by ~ tion, in the way I suggest, 


eGtces: 4b. 


ae Amendment ne to. 
bi 2 ‘ ‘ Clause 10 agreed to. 


\ 


o fata 


ce He ee 


ere 4 aor et : * 3 sey: 


: Clause 1] Regence amended and agreed 


Title ps to. cea 
Bill repens? with smrendn 
ona : Be 


posed— — Pee a 
That this Bill be now read a third im 


Senator SENIOR ‘(South A 
[3.48 aamn:].—I: join with other hon ibl 
senators in expressing the hope that t. 
will be the last occasion upon. wh 
shall be called upon to pass oe 


uae Soak iad jaded a y a 
to handle intricate measures at such sh« 
notice. I protest against this if 
The Sante being the house “of revi 
should ae have more time to con 


but that is. no reason pee we a} 
neglect our duty.” It is particular w 
fair to expect the Senate to deal wi 
Bill like this, brought down 
late hour, and in. the last day pri 
of the session. Read ao: 


Senator MILLEN (xe ew South 3 
Minister for Repatriation) [3.50 a.m 
T am entirely i in sympathy with Sena 
‘Senior’s remarks, but I remind h 
other 7 he senators that 
_ practically the victims of circumst 
Senator. Sunson—It we SO 


Perec ‘spate 
lasted a month or two montlis. 1o1 
‘position would not be altered 
Sooner or later some system wi 
be devised by which, possibly, th 
will be enabled to initiate legisla 
present the trouble_is so many 
under compulsion, introduced - 
chamber, and the Senate is kept 
at one end of the session while t 
the other House is crowding up 
something can be done to ease tl 


that, te our Fea eau 


anding and. eat Me! sus- 
vended, and Bill read a first time. | 


- SECOND Riapine. ° 


‘Waterss: MILLEN (New South Sine 
Minister | for erg 18. 52am. |. 
Serpe move— Q 


iS That this Bill be now “read a accent: time. 


2 r 


It i is hardly necessary’ for me to do more 
han formally submit the Bill. Honor- 
able senators are aware that its purpose 
is to make provision for a pension of 

21,750 per annum ffor ‘the Chief 
Justice of Australia upon his retire- 
‘ment. I have no doubt that honorable 
“senators are also aware of the distin- 
_ guished career and great public service 
‘endered by the present occupant of. 
his office. The chief reason which, I- 
nk, can be advanced as a claim: 
of the ‘Bill is’ the 


= 


ag es Poaicticn of Queensland, ¥ 
ee entitled, had he remained in that 
position for another five years, to a pen- 
: ‘sion of £1,750 per-annum, the amount 
28 ated in: this Bill. By coming over to 
| “the Commonwealth Service, Sir Samuel 
Griffith. not only lent lustre to the office 
he oceupied, but’ rendered great public 
service to the people by his interpretation — 
of the Constitution. But he forfeited all’ 
‘the rights of a pension that would have. 
~ been his had he remained in the State 
_ Service for. another five years, as against , 
the ten years’ service which he has given 
3 to the Commonwealth. I am aware that 
objection -has been taken to the principle 
of pensions by some honorable senators, 
but, in view of the circumstances to which 
have — referred, I ask them not to allow 
it to be said that a great public servant, 
whe has served the Commonwealth SO 
well, should be called upon to make a 
sacrifice through having left the Queens- 
ind Service to become the first Chief J us 
of Australia. 


(on motion ~ aS ‘Senator 


ate 
G Gaxprwar) Se ermed © 
. (az ‘ 


us ‘Dreemsee; 1918) 


_Adjouriment. 


ADE OURNMEN T. 


FEDERAL CAPITAL—-CENSORSHIP. ~~ 

Motion (by Senator Mrten)  pre- 

ts ee 
That the Senate do now adjourn. . 


Senator Lt.-Colonel BOLTON (Vie see 
toria) [3.58 a.mJj.—I ask leave to ae 
notice of motion for the next sitting a 
the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon 
 ‘T. Givens).—The honorable senator ‘must 
read. the motion. 

Senator: Lt.-Colonel BOLTON. The 
motion of which, by leave, I give notice 


is as follows :— 

That the Senate is of opinion that clause 125 
of the Constitution should be amended ~ by. 
striking out. the words, ‘‘ and shall be in the 
State of New South Wales, and be distant nov 
less than one hundred miles from Sydney. 


- Such territory shall contain an area of not less — 


than one hundred square miles, and such por-- 

tion thereof as shall consist of Crown la ee a 
shall be granted to the Commonwealth — wit 5 
out any payment therefor.’ ea 


Senator GRANT (New South wae 
[3.59 a.m.].—I ask the Minister for De- 
fence if the publication of Defeat and is 
other. temper ance organs, which have Sea” ie 
censored for some considerable time, Bae 
now be permitted ? 


_ Senator PEARCH (Wasinen Austeaec 
—Minister for Defence) [3.59] +I may 
say that the books referred to, ee 
and The Fiddlers, have been Bees 


are om the censorship. — 
Question resolved in the affirmative. 


(Friday). 


Senate adjourned at 4 p.m. 


~s : AAMT ry 


Wouse of Representatives. 


Thursday, 19 December, 1918. 


Ef 
ns 


a Vis 


Mr. Speaker (Hon. W. Elliot Johnson) 
took the chair at eleven a.m., and 
prayers. A of : 
NAVY AND DEFENCE ADMINIS: oe 

TRATION. 9-4. ae 

Mr. TUDOR.—I know that the Go- ee 

vernment have not had time yet to cons 


sider the statement made last night by 
the op nister, for Trade and Custom: 


9814. Personal Meu sniilet feul 
f Qh. Jensen), but I-ask the Acting ute 
“Minister if there will be a further inquiry 
- anto the matters about which he spoke, 
made by a*~Judge of the Supreme 
Court, or, preferably, a Justice of the 
High Court. In my opinion, the affair 
cannot rest as it stands at present? 

Mr. WATT.—It has, been impossible 
_ for the Government to consider the matter 
since the statement was made, and there 
is now such a pressure of work that I can- 
not say when it will be considered. I shall 
obtain the Hansard report of Mr. Jensen’s 
speech, and shall give it my earnest. con- 

- sideration. That is all I can promise at 
this stage. 3 


Hing 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. WEBSTER. (Postmaster-General). 
—Last night the honorable member for 
Bass (Mr. Jensen) suggested that some 
_person—his remarks pointed to me—had 


and that that was done during the time 
_ that the Government was considering his 
case, and before the morning of the day 


when the Acting Prime Minister (Mr. 


Watt) made his statement to this House. 


ne was at Beaufort on the previous even- | 
‘ing, and on my return next morning did — 


_ hot enter the room in which this thing 
‘was said to have been done. The Minis- 
ter for Recruiting met me, and was with 
me until Mr. Jensen came in, when I spoke 
to him about some matter having nothing 
to do with the locker. Subsequently he 
- ‘went into the adjoining room, where the 
Nocker was. I had not gone into that 
#oom in the meantime, and 
could not have done what was alleged. I 
did not know then of the finalization of 
the matter oa 

Mr. J. H. Carrs—I think you “have 
proved an alibi. 
Mr. WEBSTER.—I do not wish that 
there should be any misunderstanding. 
_ Any man who suggests that I would bury 
a person before his demise suggests what 


Is quite wrong, and I resent: such a sug-. 


_ gestion. The allegation against me has 
es no foundation whatever. | 


SOLDIERS’ OVERCOATS. 
“Mr. HIGGS.—I ask the Assistant 


(REPRESENTATIVES.] | I 


overcoats ¢ 


placed his name on Mr. Jensen’s locker, 


therefore 


landed at the quarantine station 


dealt. 
soldiers will be ended: es 


Minister for pctotoe ts the Denaiient zt 


asks returned soldiers to give bac 
overcoats, and whether it is ges 


eae Gander that, it would be 
matter to allow the men ‘to reta 


Mr. WISE. (Sine practice of the 
partment’ was announced many m 
ago. There was some trouble in ~ 
and-it was then stated that membe 
the A.I.F. who joined the reserve 
be allowed to keep their overcoats. 
soldiers give them up on receiving 
discharge. No complaint has been 


to the Department on this — 
July. — 


IN FLUEN ZA EPIDEMIC 


QUARANTINING or “ Boonau "7. 
“ Mepic’ cy COMMUNICATION WIT a Noy 
* ZEALAND, By: © 


Mr: LISTER. —-Having techies 
gram concerning the men on the 
I ask the Minister for Trade and C 
whether his attention has been ae 
the paragraphs in to-day’s metrop 


things on that vessel are most unsatisf 
tory, and if he has issued, or is ce Tobe 
instructions for a close investigatio ‘to 
made concerning the serious alle 
that have been published ? Has th 
ister a statement to make in regar 
matter ? ie 


Mr. GREENE.—I do not kent 
are the allegations to which the ho: 
member refers. The Boonah ¢ 
arrival in Australia had nearly 40 de 
of influenza on board. The quarantir 
authorities at once took the matter 
hand, and the infected patient: 


mantle, and effective measures wer 
to. clean the ship. Next day ther 
eight cases; the following day five 
then two; and then one; and we ant 
that there will not be any patie 
day, that having been our experie 
every other ship with which 
The returning Western 


Re ee : 
ie DECEMBER, 1918. ] 


Je 


Parliamentary Servants. 9815 = 


ie Boonah eal probably leave ecaqatie on 
Sige Saturday, which is the earliest day on 
which we-can return to her the members 
of the crew who have been sick, and who 


~ two who must be left behind at Fremantle. 
* She will then proceed to the Eastern 
“ States, and the troops on board will com- 
plete their period of detention during this 
voyage. Presumably the vessel will be a 
clean ship when she arrives here, and the 
men will then be released. I do not know 
what more the quarantine authorities 
ye - could « do for the benefit of those on board. 
‘Sir ROBERT BEST.—The other day 
_ Tasked the Acting Prime Minister a ques- 
— _ tion about certain rumours concerning the 
transport Medtc, and he replied that he 
_ was unaware of them. J ask him if 
he will have the fullest investigation made 
_ —if necessary, by a civilian Commission, 
apart from the Defence Department—into 
the following statements :— 
i 1, The Medic was warned on approaching New 
_ Zealand that pneumonic influenza was raging. 
_ 2. That, notwithstanding this, some: officers, 
goutrses, soldiers, and other persons did land in 
~~ Wellington, New Zealand. 
ere. mS: Some of them contracted the acs and 
brought the same to the ship, and the ultimate 
result is that forty persons have died. 

_ 4, Arrangements made for ségregation of in- 
fected persons on the voyage back. to Syoney 
: were crude and inadequate. — 

5. On arrival at the Quarantine Satan: Syd- 


2 imate See 


eee ney, unreasonable delays occurred in landing i in- 

ion Sected. patients, atid for some three days no 

Snag adequate provision was made for protection of 
: passengers, 


pal which the honorable member refers are 
within the knowledge of the Government; 
that is to say, the statements of what hap- 
pened to the ship when she came to Aus- 

tralia.» As to’ whether the exact facts 
weaaie her arrival in New Zealand are 

_. known, I cannot say, but I shall see that 
proper inquiry is made. 


7 =e 


pee BONUS TO PARLIAMEN TARY 
es SERVANTS. 

ae sors ~FINLAYSON. =] desire to know, 
. Mr. Speaker, whether you have been able 
_ to give any consideration to the matter I 
ot raised on Wednesday last, namely, the giv- . 
we pore of a bonus to the attendants and ; mes- 
engers of the House? | | 


- by that time will be well—all ae one or_ 


through the Treasurer. 


“a Mr. WATT.—Some of the statements 46 | 


than at present.” 


Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot 
Johnson).—I have previously informed 
the honorable member that I have had 
this matter under consideration for some 
time past. I remind honorable members 
that there is no vote under control of the 
Speaker from which any bonus could be | 

paid, and any such expenditure must 
heocoseay be specially provided for 
I propose, in 
conjunction with the President of the 
Senate, when opportunity offers, to make 
btn suggestions to the Treacicen in 
this regard. Honorable members know 
that the business of the House of late has 
been almost continuous, and all of us 
have been very busy; but the matter is 
still under consideration. 


PRICE OF BRAN. 


“Mr. HECTOR LAMOND. YT desirs to 
ask the Minister for Price-Fixing (Mr. 
Greene) what is the reason for the refusal — 
to comply with the request of the South 
Coast farmers of New South Wales for 
the abolition of the fixation of the price — 
of bran? 

Mr. GREENE.—tThe reason is that a e 
we allow the price of bran to rise it will 
affect the price of flour, and, consequently, 
the price of bread; the prices of all these 
commodities are contingent on one an- 
other. We must either altogether 
abandon the policy of price-fixing or ad- 
here to it. The Government do not feel 
that it can remove the price-fixing of bread 
at the present time; and, consequently, the 


price of bran will remain fixed: If the 


Government ‘vere to allow the policy of © 
price-fixing to be lifted so far as bran is — 
concerned, bran, of course, would become 
very dear, and it is doubtful whether the 
farmers would be able to get any more 
They are obtaining all 
that is produced, and no more would be 
forthcoming as a result of the removal of 
price-fixing. The only result would be a 


_ probable doubling of the price. 


VEGETABLES AND CLOTHING. 
Reports oF Inrer-STate Commission. A 
Mr.. J. H. CATTS.—Has the Inter-_ | 
State-Commission’s report on the cost of — 
vegetables, and also their report on the 


‘ : an =. i . 
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~ ost of clothing, been salted and: if 
_ 80, will the Minister for Trade and Cus- 
toms (Mr. Greene) make them avail- 
able? 
Mr. GREENEW_-A vaphn was ade’ 
to me a day or two ago, but owing to the 
pressure of business, I myself have not 
had time to read it. As soon as there 
has been time for myself and the Depart- - 
_ ment to peruse the report, it will be laid 
- on the table of se House in the usual 
way. 
DISTURBANCE AT PORT DARWIN. 
_ AssauLt“on ADMINISTRATOR. ~ 
Mr. FOWLER.—Has the Minister for 
- Home and Territories (Mr. Glynn) any 
- information to give this House concerning 
_ the serious trouble that has occurred at 
Port Darwin in connexion with adminis- 
_ tration there? Is it correct that the cen- 
sorship has been applied to newspapers 
in this connexion; and, if so, what- be- 
comes of the pledge of the Government? 
Mr. GLYNN.—There was a somewhat 
_ gerious disturbance at Port Darwin on 
2 eee last. A crowd of 400 or 500 
ve assembled opposite Government House, 
“chiefly men from Vestey Brothers’ works, 
and passed a resolution requesting the 
~ Administrator to address them, and: give 
oe an account of his administration for the 
last five years. The resolution also asked 
the Administrator whether he would be 
able to go south by-a boat leaving that 
~ day, pending an inquiry by a Commis- 
sion into his acts of administration? The 
_ resolution was presented to, the Adminis- 
. trator, who declined to do what he was 
asked. The crowd continued outside, and 
after about an ~hour, the Administrator, 


from within the fence, explained his posi- 


_ tion under the Government, and said that 
he was acting in accordance with the 
- ordinances passed for the Territory, and 

_ pointed out, perfectly correctly, that 
every request or representation made, and 
intended to reach the Minister, had "been 
sent south. The Administrator’ declined 

to accede to the suggestion made to him 

53 made under impulse, of course. He 

had been assured by the leaders of the. 

--erowd that, if he addressed the meeting, © 

no violence would: be ~used. Poep by 


i 
— 


[REPRESENTATIVES | 


a saneent to the ume in “res 


great Eat ea Tepatriat. 


after about Rveniy mone ‘as. 
proceeding to his house, there Wi 
of “over the fence.” There wa 


it was at the instance of some 
leaders that the ery was raised. Som 
of the crowd jumped over, knocked : 
Administrator down, and ae t 
tack him, and some “of his: stall eae 
Mr. J. H. ~ Carts. —Were 
coloured aliens? —_—~ 


Mr. Ea —No; thers is 4 oe 


the aliens is that Pee are men mbes 
side the British Empire. Every 
should be taken by the Governm 


e's 


the purpose of preventing — a re 


the jdeeecos “As es t 
taste [ cru notspeak with any 


grams may Fave beet censored. 


Sate 


: SUPPLY OF QORNSACK 


the present season’s supply of ¢ 
and potato-sacks and. other oh 
used by farmers? ~ 


Mr- GREENE. <The Governmer 
of corn and potato sacks, “The majc 


of the shipments have already arri 
Australia, and ages a: see 


a eee 


SPECIAL Srrrines TO. -Consip me 


AND Con ron. Ne 
urgency of. Joslin: ope 


zation, 


eubie money, will the ‘Aotibe Pema Min. 
ister (Mr. Watt) give consideration to 
the desire of members to -meet again 
: shortly after the holidays for a specific 
e time, say, a month, to discuss these Bice 
tions exclusively? 
“Mr. WATT.—I should like some better 
evidence than I have received of the 
earnest desire of honorable members to 
meet soon after the holidays. I notice 
that a similar suggestion was characteris- 
__ tieally made by the Age to-day, but I do 
not think I could ask honorable members 
to vote-for such-a motion now in the pre- 
sence of the representatives of that 
journal. ae = 
vers HIGGS. —Does the’ Government 
protiose” to abolish the office of Public 
Service Commissioner; and if not, why 


salary of £1,500 per annum, who will 
eontrol the expenditure of. 
-£50,000,000, and whose staff will not be 
subject to the jurisdiction of the Commis- 


nA 


sioner ? 2 


ropose to abolish the office of Public Ser- 
rice Commissioner. ‘The honorable gen- 
leman probably refers to a®Bill which is 
shortly to be considered in this House, 
and which was the subject of a message 
from another place. That will be duly 
explained at the proper time. JI am not 
permitted. to explain the measure now, 


_ but the honorable gentleman will see that. 


= _he is mistaken as to the provisions of that 
- » Bills in relation to the matter he has ré- 
ferred ee ey 

; =a ee 


WHEAT POOL. 
eae Baris New Crop. 
Mr. LYNCH.-I ask the Acting Paine 


Minister whether he is in a position to 
announce the arrangements, if any, which 
_ have been made in regard to ee pacing 
of the new wheat crop? 
Mr. WATT.—I have been anxious to 
make a statement for the information of 
_ -wheat-growers and of honorable members 
get who are representatives of wheat-growers, 
on two phases of the wheat question—the 


Sa the problem of sale, with which I 
ss salt eect iT: am not yet in a pasties 


po Decemper, 1918.) 


-is it intended to appoint an officer at a- 


some 


Mr. WATT. ‘The Government ie not 
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to deal further with the latter phase, but 
I hope to be able to do so before we rise. © 
I am able to make this statement concern- 
ing the payment of wheat guarantees for 
the 1918-19 crop. Recently I discussed — 


this question with the. representatives Ofte: 


the Australian Wheat Board who waited 
upon me. It was suggested, on behalf of 
the Board, that it would be desirable, in 
view of the short wheat cr op in many parts 
of Australia, if the Government could 
arrange the finances to pay the ‘whole of — 
the guarantee in one payment as early as 
practicable in the new year. On behalf 
of the Government I promised to consider 
the suggestion and confer with the banks, - 


- who assist in the conduct of such opera- 


tions. There has been difficulty, involv- 
ing some delay, in the arrangement of this 
matter, and I have not yet received final 
answers from the principal banks. After 
earefully reviewing the present circum- 
stances and the outlook for the new year, — 
I have decided to pay the whole of the - 
guarantee and will take all necessary” 
steps in that direction in-the new bh 


RELEASE OF IN TERNEES, » 


Mr, FINLAYSON.—14-ask the hee 
Prime Minister when it 1s proposed tth 
give effect to the decision of the Govern-~ 
ment, announced yesterday, in regard to 
the release of Trish internees. . Is that. 
decision applicable only to those gentle- 
men, or 13 it ore to extend it to other 
internees } 

Mr. WATT.—The See Law Depart- 
ment co-operates with the Defence De- : 
partment in matters of this kind: I do — 
not know how far this matter has pro- 
eeeded, but the wish of the Government 
With respect to-the interned men whose 
case was the subject of a recent inquiry, 
is that, with one exception which I have 
referred to, their early or immediate re 
lease should be given. The Minister for — 
Defence has also, with the concurrence of — 


the Cabinet, arranged for the release of 


several other internees, mostly men who — 
are Australian born. That: procedure is | 
going on, and I expect that to-day, or some | 
time this week, a list of another dozen 
or so of cases that have been carefully — 
sae ea will be Ea, by Be Sages: =S 


Bt , 


a : 


“for immediate Reloake itt is the desire . 

of the Government, as soon as it is safe 

and wise, after careful examination of 

these special cases, that the release of 
> these men should take place. 


_ PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 
Correction or Press Report. 


Mr. LAIRD SMT'TH.—TI wish to make 
a personal explanation. When the hon- 
-orable member for Echuca was speaking 
on the Hstimates with reference to the 
Government motor cars, I am reported in 
the press to have interjected, “ Why not. 
‘supply Ministers with tram tickets?” I 
did not make that interjection. 


*. 
te 


QUARANTINE. 
Uss or Station at ALBANY. 


Dr. MALONEY.—As one who knows 
the splendid situation of the quarantine 
~ station at Albany, I ask the Acting Min- 
ister for Trade and Customs whether, in 
view of the terrible experiences our re- 
turned soldiers have to undergo on the 
transports, as clearly explained in this 
_ House, he will give instruetion at once to 
take all the unfortunate men off the trans- 
_ ports at Fremantle, and have them landed 
at Rottnest Island or sent to the Quaran- 
tine Ground at Albany? | 
Mr. GREENE. -—Lhe Quarantine Sta- 
tion at Albany is now being utilized. 
There is a full ship’s company there. 
_ Another boat, the Marathon, is.to arrive 
in Fremantle ‘to- -morrow morning, and she 
er proceed to Albany and clear up her 
troops there. The Albany Quarantine Sta- 
tion is being used to its full extent. 


POSITION OF MR. LEITCH. 


Mr. LAIRD SMITH.—TI ask the Acting - 
Minister for Trade and Customs-whether 
he is in a position to confirm the rumour 
that Mr. »Leitch, the Director of Muni- 
_ tions, is about to resign? 

Mr. GREENE.—Mr. Leitch is now 

x Director of the Bureau of Commerce and 
Industry, but he is also carrying on the 
duties of Difector of Munitions, He has 


ae 


extent to enable him to go on’ with his 


“Position of? # (REPRESENTATIVES. 1 


night. 


Ee _ been. relieved of those duties to a very large. 


ins work i in the Bureau of ip eeras and In- 
Aad 7 4 - , 


Ae . 
duatéy. Mr. Leitee' Ae SS ee 
a period until three months after the 
The Government regret very much tha 
the war is over, it will be necessary 
Mr. Leitch to give up his position 
Director of Commerce and Industry. ' 
position is being considered. by the Ga 
vernment in relation to the Appouluneny 3b 
his successor. | 


1] 


RUMOURED VISIT OF MINIST ° 
TO LONDON. 
Mr. TUDOR.—As this is nrobahie 


h 
last opportunity we shall have before t the 


Py 


“notice, UJ * “ask 4 the ‘Acting © ohn 
ae whether he is in a positi 
ake any statement in reference” a2 


act) Q 2 
Mr. WATT.—My honorable friet 


pears to be much more sanguine th 
was yesterday~as to the early rising of | 
‘House. He has, apparently, made up | 
mind to assist*the Government to finish to- 
That is what his remarks would in 
dicate. As an experienced parliamenta 
I am sure the honorable gentleman | 
wary aeuclurte like myself. a 
_ Mr. Topor.—I know what will ha app 


from irae to. time, and there willl bi 
new sitting. et 


Mr. WATT.—I do not desire. ‘Kat. | 
isters shall escape questions either. 
or eleowhave while the se ie 18 fee, 


afi 8 oe WATT. Zomhehe we whetens it y 
‘be by resolution, and, I trust, with 
usual expressions of Christmas wis es. 
This course will give honorable mem or 
ample opportunity of asking any ques 
they may ‘desire to put to the G 
ment without ghee by lentes 
Chair. ‘ 

Mr. Brennan.—I_ was. wa 
opportunity to say some’ 
Bee so eth gee 1 ap ni 


Mr. WATT.—All I can say is that my 
honorable friend has disguised his 
thoughts most skilfully, and if, before 
we rise, he does say something nice about 
- the Government, then, in the language of 
a great actor-poet, I think members of 
the Ministry. will get what he described 
as “artitation of the pulpit.” 3 
Mr. Bovp.—Are you referring to the 
poet in the Government? —_ 
- Mr. WATT.—The. honorable member 
for Henty had better not gibe the. Post- 
 -master-General too much, for I can assure 
him that the Minister has so far sub- 
mitted with a marvellous patience far be- 
yond the endurance of other Ministers. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot 

Johnson).—Order! JI ask the Acting 
- Prime Minister not to digress. 

' Mr. WATT.—You see, sir, into what 
a position disorderly interjections lead 
an inexperienced man like myself. How- 
ever, I was about~to say that before the 

House rises. I hope to be able to make a 

statement about the matters referred to 
__~ by the honorable member for Yarra. | It 

__-wili be perfectly definite. I do not think 
_ it will be made to-day, because I believe 
we shall not rise to-day, notwithstanding 
the excellent new intentions inferentially ~ 
expressed by the Leader of the Opposi-- 
tion. ae 


Reger os as 
ce? 


_ CENTRAL-WHEAT BOARD. 
Mr. PIGOTT.Has the Acting Prime 

Minister any information to give the 

‘House on the question of appointing 

farmers’ representatives on the Central 

‘ ‘Wheat Board? vee 

Mr. WATT.—I think that if the hon- 


»? 


orable member for Calare posed ase - 
ex- 


J 

4 

m 

2 statue of ‘‘ Persistence’? he would 

- , actly typify all.that is best in the Anzac 
breed. I have not been able to advance 
the matter any further, but I hope-to be 
able to give him more information at a 
later stage. 


/ «SPANISH INFLUENZA. 
QUARANTINE OF TRANSPORT ‘* BoonaH '’— 


- Cpowper. Bay, Sypney—ROorTtNEST 
~ Tstanp ACCOMMODATION. 


SS Dr. MALONEY.—As the result of re- 
presentations made by a deputation of 
soldiers that waited upon me, I ask the 


“ 
co ely * 


[19 Ducumper, £918 


‘quarantine station ? 


icra alice 7 woe LER SRS cig 
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Acting Minister for Trade and Customs 
if soldiers. on the transport Boonah, 


quarantined at Fremantle, will be al- 


lowed the use of the deck space, and be 
given accommodation ag good as is_pro- 
vided for the officers? =" Bis 

Mr. GREENE.-—That is a question I 
cannet answer without making inquiries. 
I shall make inquiries and let the honor- 
able mber know. ORE 

Dr.’ Matonry.— Will the | Minister 
give a direction that the soldiers are te 
have a chance of using the best deck? 

Mr. GREENE.—I have already in-- 
formed the honorable member that I 
shall make inquiries into the matter. 

Mr.. KELLY.—Is there any truth in- 
the statement.that it is proposed to utilize 
Chowder Bay, Sydney,-as an additional 
If so, will honorable 
members have an opportunity of ex- 
pressing an opinion on this subject before 
anything is done? Aue : 

Mr. GREENE.—1 have heard nothing ~ 
of the suggestion, but I shall make in- 
quiries. ee 
_ Mr. Kerry.—The statement appeared — 
in the press this morning. ~ oe 

Mr. FOWLER.—Is the Minister satis- 
fied that, as regards water supply and 
accommodation, Rottnest Island, in West- 
ern Australia, cari“be utilized. to advan- 
tage for contacts rather than the vessels 
quarantined in harbor? ; 

Mr. GREENE.—We are having fuil 
inquiries made into the matter, with a 
view to possible re-arrangement of quar- 


_antine matters in Western Australia, if 


circumstances ‘warrant. 


AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE. 
Encuiso Recorps. 


Dr, MALONEY.—I ask the Assist- 
ant. Minister for Defence if it is a fact, 
as stated, that the Government is sending 
over thirty clerks from the Defence De- 
partment to London for the purpose of 
investigating soldiers’ records, and the 
work of the Australian Imperial Force 
in England; and, if so, is it true that out 
of the thirty men to be sent, only one 
is a returned soldier? tea 3 

Mr. WISE.—I have no knowledge of 
the subject. Fe eee le 


Fodder Books 


wen ~ NAVAL RESERVE. 
Mr BOYD. —I ask the pis She 
for the Navy if, when the Naval Reserve 
- officers are dernobilized: he will see that 
“the men who left sineshate vessels at the 
outbreak of the war to serve in the Navy 
are given preference in employment. 
Mr. POYNTON. —1I shall be Blessed to 
do so. +b age 


PEACE CELEBRATION. — 

Visit By Prince oF WALES. 
| Mr. J. H. CATTS.—Has the Acting 
Prime Minister any information to con- 
vey to the House concerning the. state- 
‘ment in the press that the Prince a 
“Wales will visit, Australia. in. them near 
future? “a 


Mr. WATT. Pte A occe se tes tae no 


information that anything of the land iS 
contol plated: 


~~ 


| FODDER POOL, se A ae 

Mr. RODGERS.—I ask the Acting 
~ Prime Minister if, before the House rises, 
he will be able to apiaee an- anfiouncement — 
- with reference to the ‘fnancial arrange- 
ments and management of ‘the Fodder ~ 
— Pool? | 
Ror WAT: —During the last two or. 
three days I have notehad an opportunity | 
_ of getting in touch with Senator: Russell, 
who is develaping that scheme. If it 
is completed I shall have much pleasure 
in informing honorable members before — 
a the House rises. 


SCOTTISH KILTED REGIMENTS. 


Mr, LIVINGSTON.—I ask the <Act- 
ing Minister for Defence if, after peace is. 
_ declared, effect will be given to a promise, 
made to a deputation some time ago, 
that the Government would consider the — 
question of giving permission to Scottish — 
people to form a kilted regiment in Aus- 
Pah a 
ies. WISE.—I have no further infor- 
: aioe to give the honorable member. — 


ae MINISTERS IN LONDON. 


Mr. FENTON .—Can the ec 
Prime. Minister inform the House as to 
- the probable date of the return to Aus- 
a Mahe of ane eee Hh a: Oe ainehesy 


NL ee Dt, 


= ~and the Minisiee for thew 


‘work will finish in connexion with 1 


finished in from two to two and a bh 


eecrewy hard time of late. 


“monium ? 


one years of my political life, anc 


_ tions of the Cabinet. These Tecc 
— tions have either been given effec 


should ay Postponed unt 


ee | eee Se 


Pegs Minister when he c¢ eee : 
only a matter for conjecture—th 


peace deliberations, but so far I have 
been able to get any ‘definite reply. 
cabled again this week. The last caleu 
tion the right honorable gentleman ga 
me, about the middle of November, 
that he expected the. work wo 


months. I. can assure the honor 
member that his colleagues are anx 
for him to come back, for we have had 


Hiecs.—Do you want : 
“Duringghis absence, w 
had almost a perpetual peace and c 
* Mr. WATT.—No; T¥ do not wa 
pandemonium. I[ have got over 
ambitions in that direction in the 


My. 


amy honerable friend, am looking dow 
vale in the hope of enjoying.comp 
peace for the future. Naturally, 
sire the Prime Minister and his coll 


re have: been eos during { 
few months; and if, when the Pri 
ister returns, ‘my honorable ‘frien 
tempts to quake: bao ora Oe ae 


WAVY , DEPARTMENT. G 
Royan Commission Report. 


Mr. KELLY.—I ask the “Actin 
ister for the Navy if anything h 
been done, as stated to a deputatio 
waited upon him, to give effect to the 
commendation of the Navy Departm e 
Royal Commission with Peper ens a 
reorganization of that office. 


able iether: has ‘read ‘the recor 


being put in hand. It will 


ae las it was decided that action ir 


the Min 


we 


: eet The eosatinets secatly deter- 
‘mined, however, that since he was not 
likely "to return aS soon as we had -anti- 
__ eipated they should be dealt with in»his 
absence. The House has been>sitting so 
ais continuously that I have not had an op- 
‘portunity to finalize the matter, but will 
‘3 deal with it immediately after the Christ- 

mas holidays. 

Mr. Ketry.—Has the honorable mem- 
ber: found a new member for the Naval 
Board? Oe : 

a | Mr: POYNTON, —Not yet. I was. 
anxious that such an appointment should 

be made before everything: had been 
finalized, but it would appear that we 
— ghall hhave to take action before such an 

_ appointment is made. The appointment — 
of a new naval. member is one of the 
'. _ matters that must be dealt with directly 
se _ after the holidays. - - 


Fie 


ar _ ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR THE 
pa NAVY. 


Question or Direct ContRon. 


a Mr. McWILLIAMS.—I wish to ask 
the Acting Prime Minister (Mr. Watt} 
whether the Government, in carrying out 
their scheme for the re- organization of the 
: ve Navy Department, will consider the de- 

 sirableness of placing the Shipping Board 
¢ and all naval works which are now being 
attended to by the Acting Minister for 
the Navy (Mr. Poynton) under the direct 
and entire control of that honorable 
gentleman. The Shipping Board is at. 


' Department, where the Assistant Minister 
_. for. the, Navy, who, if I may be allowed 
- to. say $0, 19 doing. good work, is acting - 
as a “deputy Minister, so far as the con- 
trol of the Board is concerned, vunder cir- 
eumstances which cannot be. satisfactory 
either to himself or the country? 


Mr. WATT. =| do not know whether 


ee honorable member’s question. Does he 
refer particularly to the mode of opera- 
aD tion which the Government have neces- 
sarily had to employ since the departure 
Hughes) 
Sir 


eof the Prime Minister (Mr. 
and the Minister for the Navy 


Joseph Cook) to London? 
Sas ie OE pena ey before that. - 


» [19 Decemper, 1918.) 


- present attached to the Prime Minister’s 


ay fl entirely apprehend the purport of the 


for the N avy. 


Mr. WATT.—The honorable member © 
suggests that the Shipping Board should ~ 
be under the control of the Assistant 
Minister for the Navy and not attached 
to the Prime Minister’s Department. 

Mr. McWrriiams.— Yes. 


Mr. WATT.—My ‘honorable colleaeees 3 
(Mr. Poynton) who has been good enough 
~ to assist in-the office of the Prime Min- 
ister, and also to take charge of the De- 
partment of the Navy hag absolute free- — 
_dom in his control of the Department a 
the Navy within the terms of the Act. 
As to the Shipping Board, his operations — 
are not limited by any relationship which © 


he has to the Prime Minister’s De~ 
partment. “As locum tenens for the 
Minister - for the Navy he. exer- 


cises the full functions of that Minister. 
There is a wider suggestion opened up by 
the honorable member’s question—as to 
how far the Naval Board should have 
control as compared with the paramount 
Minister. Those who have been study- 
ing politics for some little time recognise — 
that public feeling and parliamentary : 
feeling are oscillating at the present time ~ 
with regard to the question of direct par- ae 
liamentary responsibility. There is just 
now a very shrewd and subtle endeavour 
to remove repatriation from parliamen- 
tary and Ministerial control. I do not 
say that it is widespread in Parliament, 
or among the general community outside, 
ut an endeavour is being made to erect 
a belief which the “promotors hope ta 
make fashionable that the work of repa-_ 
triation would be better carried out if en- 
tirely free from parliamentary control. de 
am old enough to disagree with that view. - 
No matter how Parliament criticises “ibs 
Ministers, its activities, or its organisms, 
‘I believe that it is .with the Parliament 
itself that responsibility should rest,~ 

Mr. Ropcers.—Unfortunately, this 
House has no control of repatriation. — 

Mr. WATT.—-The honorable member 
may desire a different form of statute, — 
but I am discussing the /principle involved 
rather than the particular ordinance under 
which the Department should be con- 
trolled. I hold hard to the doctrine of 
responsible Government with respect To 
all our great activities, since, under it, — 
the people’s representatives may exercise’ 


He 


_ “Rae ie _IREPRESENTATIVES ae Culburr 
: a ict: influence, ae ete ee ie Nee. POYNTON Contig: answers t 
- ment, if necessary, upon Ministers or honorable member’s questions: are | as 

“Ministries who do not carry out the work | Ti er ; 

of the community as it should be dealt 9° Repairs as per list atic wea ee 

with. Such a system is far better than 3. The Culburra arrived in bye! 


that of indirect control. a eae ta 
es. ; ey ~ v 
CONS 3IDERATION OF GRIEVANCES. REPAIRS BEING CARRIED OUT ON 
Mr. MATHEWS.—In view of» the M.S. “ CULBURRA.’ 


limited time that we have had during the Deck. — Deck-ladder - hand-rails. Ste 


chains to be overhauled, annealed, and test 
consideration of the Estimates to place our spare set to be supplied. Rudder quadrant to 


erievances before Ministers, I desire to be supported by a roller track. Medicine | 
Sake the Acting Prime Minister whether to be shifted to chart room. Wireless roo 
he will ake” upon himself the unpala- be fitted in present spare cabin; wireless s« 


to be supplied and fitted to Amalzamated Wi 
table task of reading the H ansard report lesa reqiitennehees (PET tee reaulie ave 
of the debate, and see that consideration ayq abeye water-line. Decks to be re- -caulker 


is given to. the criticisms in which the Engine-room.—Opening up engines, 
Opposition indulged during the recent all. generally for inspection. Opening up for ex 
night sitting ? During that sitting, many nation air compressor and renewal of exhau 
grievances were ventilated which Minis- Valves. Repairs to No. 5 piston starb 
ters, who were not always able to be pre- engine. Re-metalling of bearings where ne 


_ sary. Overhauling feed pum Main e 
sent,\ought to consider, and, as far as pos- rirculating pump Dyeenel an fe examina 


aible, remove. Removal ‘of defective parts of boiler and _re- 
Mr. WATT.—-I think that one of the uence by Fepaited parts of Cethana 

_ penalties of being a Minister is that this - boot oe on 
further punishment which the honorable wing to collision with Goa Island, aT 
rend Ge suggests should be borne by us. fore- foot, was fitted, and keel Poea £3 
- TY shall ask my. colleagues to carry out his nr ee 
request, and, during the Christmas holi- 3 "TAXATION: ‘COST. OF 
oe T shall ‘also undertake the task of COLLECTION. 


_ Teading the Hansard report of the debate. —- Mr. PIGOTT asked the 


ae ‘TROOPSHIPS AND PASSENGER eee Pe are : 5 a 
> nether he will inform . e House wi 
SERVICE. © the cost of collecting the following ta: 


Pe Me GINCLAIR.—-Will the Assistant, (> the lant toe, (b). Suche mes 
ie Minister for the Navy say whether or not amusements tax; ( d) war-time profits t 
_ the vessels by which-our soldiers are beng probate duties? * 


<5 2. What is the total cost of admini 
ret Me 
Tre urned fr om abroad could be used for the T ree Co sacitaerte ULE t er 


the ordinary passenger trade,on the voy: 

age back bo isin t } Mr. WATT.—1I shall furnish - th 
i s Mr. POYNTON.—I am not in a posi- formation as soon as practicable. oIt 
a Pe gee to make a statement, on the subject take some time to compile. — BK 


at the present time, but I shall cause in- | 
 guiries to be made. The vessels in ques- "EXPEDITION ARY. FORCE: NI 1 
tion, I understand, will be largely used eet GUINE Kae f 

tt taking our produce to England. ~ 


REPAIRS TO CULBURRA.*” Minister. for the Nave upon notice $ 


ees STORY (for Mr. Kerry) asked 1. How many officers and men of the 


; Guinea Expeditionary Force were recomm 
} n 
the: Acting paeeier ss fOr the, Navy, “po for, decoration and promotion in Tecogn 


oe 
| 
me 
of 
3 4 
i 
ae 
mas 
TM 
oO 
Zz 
iy 
ie 
~ Qu 
fe 
= co 
oe 


_ notice— of their service: in German New Guinea 
Py 1, Has: the American-built Government ship — early. stages of the war? BM: 
 Gulburra been undergoing repairs. in Sydney? . 2. In what instances have Sided re : 


2. If so, what are “the “nature and pts of tion’ been approved and the 
repairs | actually granted? ; 

ee t How long has this vessel been in port? as AR AV In what instances have 4 
4. Is she a “sister Le: of pe ee es sees bea Feftiedd, and 


( Military — 


* this special Force suffer at intervals from the 
effects of malarial fever, and consequently lose 
five to seven. days’ work and pay per month, 
does the Government propose to allow r pare 
poten in such cases? 


ome NT. POYNTON.-—The answers to the 
S Pi onable member’s question are as fol- 
& low :— — ce. 8 


1. One Naval officer was recommended by 
Government for decoration, and nine Naval 
_ officers and three petty officers were recom- 
mended for mention in despatches (vide Com- 
monwealth Gazette, No. 44, of 6th April; 1916, 
page 859). 
ret 2-- ln all instances recommended by the Go- 
vernment. 
3. See. answer to No. 2. 
4. Approval has already been given for such 
_ men to be placed. on Naval pay-sheets, —and to 
receive medical attention when unable to work 
owing to malaria, and this. method of dealing 
_-with these cases seem satisfactory. 


_ HENDERSON NAVAL. BASE. 
 Unavtnorizep Possrsston or Prans. 


Mr. GREGORY asked “the Acting 
te: “Minister. forsthe Navy, wpon notice— 


Ty 1s it true that a complete plan of the Hen- 
-derson Naval Base had been stolen or illegally 
removed from the Base Offices? 

ge Has a search under warrant discovered a 
large number of plans in the possession of cer- 
in persons and without proper authority? 
8. If so, what action has been taken by the 
__ Departate and are any. of those who may. 
have been found to be illegally in possession of 
_ these plans still in the Federal. service? 


a Mr. POYNTON.—The 
iz atl Works advises— 

o - I, No. Z : 
oe 2 and 3. Some sunprints and tracings were in 
_ possession of some of the professional officers; 


but they could not be considered secret or con- 
fidential. The matter is being looked into. 


ee - MILITARY SENTENCES. 


Mr. J. CATTS- (for Mr. Buaxetzy) 
Bee: the Assistant Minister for Defence, 
“upon notice— __ | 
eee ill the Minister supply a*return showing 
7 the names and rank, and terms of sentence, 
~~ together with reasons for such sentences, of all 
- members of the Australian Imperial Force who 
___ have been dealt with for military offences? 


Mr. WISE.—The honorable member’s 
question covers every offence committed by 
a member of the Australian Imperial 
Force at any period of his service, and 


{19 Dacemnen, 1918.1 


4, As ii majority of the men comprising 


Director of: . 


: _ whether Ropished by court martial or by . 


Sentences. 9823 — 
his Commanding Officer. The work in- 
volved in compiling this return would, 
therefore, be enormous, and it is not con- 
sidered that the cost of compiling it, and — 
the employment of the necessary clerical 
labour are warranted in order to make the 
information available. Furthermore, the — 
Minister is of the opinion that it would be 
manifestly unjust to place on record the 
name of every man who has committed an 


offence, together with the statement of the 


offence and the punishment awarded, and 
to make this information public. The - men 
who have committed offences have been 
punished, and have, therefore, expiated 
them, and it is thought no further publi- 
city should be given to their cases. ; 


EXPORT OF LEATHER. 
Mr. LISTER asked the Acting Prime 


- Minister upon notice— 


1. Is it a fact that since the embargo was — 
placed on leather in February, 1917, the tan- 


« ners of New South Wales have been given pre- — 


ference in regard to quantities of leather 
shipped, and that in one vessel alone, out of 
2,000 bales of leather, New South Wales-secured 


no léss than 1,700, the balance of 300 being dis-~- ms 


tributed amongst ‘the remaining States? 

- 2. Is it a fact that since the promise made by 
the Government in October of this year to grant _ 
from then on space equal to that allotted to 
hides, well over 60,000 hides, approximating — 
1,400 tons, have been sent overseas, whilst space 

for the shipment of only 700 tons of leather has 

been made available? : 

3. Is it a fact that such action is detrimental 
to Australia’s manufacturing interests, and that 
in Geelong alone certain tanneries have had to 
reduce their intake by 70 per cent., thereby 
throwing a considerable number A men out of 
employment? 

4. If so, will the Acting Piers Minister take 
the action necessary to materially assist in the 
development of this industry by allotting con- 
siderably more space for the manufactured 
article in vessels leaving Australia in the near 
future? Me 


Mr. WATT.—The answers to the hon- 
orable member’s questions are as fol- 
low :-— . rig 


1. As far as is known, it is not a fact that un 


due preference is given ‘to shippers im one State — 


over another, but there are no figures immedi- 
ately available to show how space in any par — 
ticular ships has been-allotted. If the name oh 
the Vessel is given further inquiries will be 
made. 


Mr. Lister.—The Dongarra? 
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Air. WATT. = Dhak was over~ twelve 
months ago; it was a non-priority ship, 
mot subject to this arrangement. The 
further answers are— 


2. The Government did not make such a pro- 
miise. It intimated early in October that ad- 
viee had been received from the Prime Minister 
that the War Office had agreed to dividespace 
equally between leather and hides. This was 
not officially confirmed until the end of October. 

.3 and 4. J am not aware of the actual posi- 
tion in Geelong or of other tanneries, but I de 
know this, that the correspondence in con- 
nexion-with this matter will show that this Go- 
vernment has done everything possible to assist 
¢he industry. The representations to the Im- 
datas Government direct, and through the 

rime Minister were of a most persistent char- 
acter, and it was only asa result of those efforts 
that the promise was made to allot space for 
leather. The Government will continue to do 
everything in its power to assist all the indus- 
tries of Australia. I may add, however, that 
‘Space on vessels. leaving Australia at present is 
allotted strictly in accordance with the instruc- 
tions received from the Imperial Government 
waader whose control vessels are still running. 


HOLIDAY: MAIL BRANCH. 


“Mr. TUDOR (for Mr. Braxertzy) 
asked the Postmaster-General, wpon 
wotice— 

v1. Whether an instruction signed by the 
sapervisor was placed on the staff ‘notice boards 
ef various sections of the mail branch, General 
Post Office, Sydney, on the 12th November last, 
faforming certain men that they would be off 
adi day on the 13th November, a public holiday? 

2. If so, will these men, for obeying instruc- 
tions, be penalized by deduction of pay or 
annual leave? 


Mr. WEBSTER.— Inquiries are being 
maade, and replies will be furnished as 
warly as possible. 


GENERAL POST OFFICE, 
BRISBANE. 


Rerurnep Sortprers As TEMPORARY 
CLERKS. 


“Mr. BAYLEY asked the Postmaster: 
General, upon notice— 


1. Whether it is a fact that returned soldiers 
serving as temporary clerks in the General Post 
Office, Brisbane, who through sickness have been 
absent from duty have, unlike the permanent 
gtaff, had their pay stopped for such time as 
they have been away, despite the fact that they 
presented doctors’ certificates showing cause of 
absence? 

2. Even if the regulations call for stoppage of 
pay under such conditions, will not the Minister 


(REPRESENTATIVES, Brisbane, / See 


“made, and replies will be furnished as 


‘any Tariff revision. 


endeavour to “have returned men paid for he .. 
time they are away sick, seeing that in the | 
majority of cases the sickness is the result of — 
injuries incurred or sickness contracted while — 

on active. service? 


Mr. WEBSTER.—Inquiries are being 


ak 


a 


early as possible. » et. 


YARN AND MACHINERY. 


Dr. MALONEY asked ‘the Acting & 
Prime Minister, upon notice— e 
Will the Government request the British Go- aus 
vernment to place yarn and the machinery for 


making yarn from the raw materials on the — 
priority list of imports? 


(Mr. WATT.—Yes. It is ae that 
there should now, with the large number 


Of vessels coming to Australia, be no diffi- 


eulty in obtaining space. 


IMPORT OF FIJI BANANAS, — 


Mr. BAYLEY asked the Minister re- 
presenting the Minister for Re ey! 
upon. notice— ae 

In view of the fact that banana growing is 
an industry that could absorb a large number 
of returned soldiers, and seeing that at the 
present time those engaged in the industry in 


‘Australia are at a great disadvantage as a re- : 


sult’ of the importation of black- -grown Fiji ~ 
bananas, whether he will use his influence to 
have the Fiji product debarred from entering — 

Australia, or at least have a heavy duty plegie = « 
upon all such imported bananas, as has been 
suggested by the honorable member for lees 


Mr. GROOM—The matter is ‘one. - 
which will necessarily be considered in . 


INDEMNITY FROM GERMANY. oe 
Mr. LISTER asked the Acting Prime. : 


Minister, upon notice— 


1. Whether any communication has taken 
place between the Government and the Im- 
perial authorities on the subject of claiming — 
from Germany an indemnity for the expendi- Sor 
ture incurred by the Commonwealth. in One - 
nexion with the war? si 

2. If so, will'he inform the House what were 
the terms of such communication? i 


Mr. WATT.—This matter is aaa 
the earnest consideration of the SM 
ment, but the time is not pees or 


Dr. MALONEY asked the® Siding 
Minister for LTades and Customs, upon 
# notice— 


ae are thes names a the ‘individual 


tori 
a psd 2, BD ‘Wollaston, pic, apon Seching the 
Ss EE limit, retired from the Public Service on a 
pension, -amember of the said Board? 

3. If so, and if it is to be a principle. of ad- 
~ ministration of public affairs to appoint retired 
public servants in receipt of pensions to new 
_ positions, will the Minister, in future, so far as 
~ his: Department is concerned, call for applica- 
ae tone - from _ _ retired — pensioners, for such | 
~ positions ites 
4, How much time fe ons is spent | 
_ daily by each member of the said Board in ex- 
amining films for censoring purposes? — = 
5, What salary, allowatices, or_fees are paid 
to the members of the said. Board and the 
: officers asSociated therewith, and what salaries: 
in any other Government. position, if any, that 
they may hold? - — 

6. What amounts have been received to date 
by the respective members of the said Board 
and their officers as salary or fees for examin- 
Agee for censoring purposes? 


= ’ 


», and will be furnished later. 


STRALIAN TIGHT HORSE. 
i LEAVE. fe 

fs ‘CHANTER asked the oad 
sr for Defence, upon notice— 


: Referring to the deputation which waited 
nm the. “Minister recently requesting that ar- 
ra gements be made, to enable members of the 

alia 1 Light Horse who have served con- 
at Gallipoli, 


Egypt, and Palestine 


before their return to Australia, will the Min- 
ister state what action, if any, has been taken 
ae comply ‘with the request? 


My WISE.—The wishes of the depute 
ae introduced by the honorable member 
: were referred to the Adjutant-General for 
3 report. This has‘now been received, and 

ae be considered in conjunction ath the 
reply ‘received. from Mr: Hughes, with 
_ whom the Government are in communi- 
-eation on the subject. An announcement 


aS Pak “TIN TRADE. p23 
Lt. Colonel ABBOTT asked the Acting 


rime Minister, upon notice— 

. Whether the amount of tin required by 
tngiand, America, and other consuming coun- 
tries is still. equal. to or ahead of production? - 
8. It he ey is qheuee restrjebedt, 


= ~~ eee 
4 ve 


oe 1918. 1 


‘making of papier maché go-carts, &c., in the 


‘GREENE.— Inquiries ‘are being | 


| Widows’ Homes. Gee S 9808 . | 


Mr. WATT. Ber : thee 


made, and replies will be furnished Lae a 


early. as peso le. 


MANUFACTU RE OF Go- CARTS. 
Dr. MALONEY asked the Ainge S 
Prime Minister, wpon notice— ie 


Will he place on the table of the House to- 


morrow all papers in connexion with the pur- 
chase of patent rights and machinery for the 


Repatriation Department, for r eturned sol 
diers? 
Mr. WATT.—The Minister fon ee - 


patriation has already arranged to lay — 
the papers on the table of the Senate te- 
day. : a ee 


>WIDOWS’ HOMES, 

Mr. GROOM.—Yesterday the honor- — 
able member for Melbourne (Dr. — 
Maloney) asked a question with regard — 
to widows’ homes. The following is the _ 
reply =— : | Me 

1. (ay Up * to “Bist October, 
monwealth Government, through the Repat- . 
riation authorities, made advances—each not 
exceeding £75 (as authorized by the Australian : 
Soldiers’ Repatriation Fund Act 1916)—tota 
ling £43,856, to assist 517 grantees in the pur- 
chase of’ homes thr ough the neta as of 5 = 
the various State Banks. ae 

It is impossible to say proue what pre Se 
portion of the number assisted were widows, 
as the scope of assistance of this nature ex- _ 
tended to discharged soldiers as well as their 
dependants, and widows are not recorded — on 


1918, the: Com. = 


: -separately : Bia 
uring the war to visit England and France, — 


(b) The information regarding the differen’ Bs, 


State Governments is, as far as- pon seb 
“out. below :— ean re 
= Wiese 
New South Wales No record. 
Victoria 22 
-Queensland soe NG separate record, . 
South Australia oe 114 PEAS ee 
Western Australia. 5 Pe Ase teen 
Tasmania S No record. Be 
2. (a) The only information regarding pay : 


ments of rental allowances by State-Govern- — 
ments has reference to South Australia, whieh : 
made grants in 112 cases. 

(b) The Commonwealth Government paid, 
during the period 8th April to 3lst. October, NS: 


3, aks rental allowances. 


PROMOTIONS: cosine 
GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT. 


Mr. WEBSTER.—On 13th December — 
he He seaols om for ae Sydney < 


eee (tr. Wallace) apd ae aoe ques- 


tions :— — 


‘1. Is it a fact that a great deal of Biseon. 
tent exists amongst the lower-grade officers of 
- the Postmaster-General’s Department? 

2. Is the discontent caused by the system of 
promotion to positions by the placing of junior 
officers indiscriminately over the heads of the 
senior officers? 

3. Is it a fact that at the present time Pivvbe 
officers of a lower grade in the State Engineer's 
Branch, New South Wales, are performing 
work of a higher grade with a view to their 
eventual permanent appointment thereto; if so, 
why have the senior officers been overlooked ? 

4. 1s it a fact that this is not the first time 
an attempt has been made to push one of these 
junior officers into the senior position over the 
heads of his. seniors? 

§. Will the Minister make special inquiries 
as to whether these men hold any special quali- 
fications that entitle them to special treatment? 

6. Did one of these officers hold any position 
as a volunteer in the Defence Forces prior to 
the outbreak of war, and did he then discover 
that his continuance as a volunteer was in- 
ous to his health? 

. How many officers are senior to this officer 
on his grade, and have ey been —— to 
_ aecept the position? 

8. Will the Postmaster-General take action 
to, guarantee to every officer in his Department 
a fair and just recognition of his services? > 

9. Will he also demand an explanation from 
the officer or officers who are responsible for 


: the conditions involving the discontent as re- 


presented above? 


__ 16. Are the provisions of section 44 of the- 
Post: and Telegraph Act 1902-11 strictly ad- 
- hered to as regards appointments to higher 


grades in the State Engineer’s Branch, New 
South Wales? — 

Al. If so, is: it a fact that instructions have 
been issued from the Central Administration 
to the effect that the next suitable senior officer 
is to be appointed to each vacancy occurring in 


_ the higher grades, and that this has led to the 


practice of elevating favored juniors, especially 


in New South Wales ? 


Tt am now able to furnish the honorable 
member with the following informa- 
tion :— ine 

1. It is not a fact, so far as I am aware; 


except for the work of agitators, the service is 
more contented than hitherto. 


2. Maybe; merit supersedes seniority under ~ 


. existing administration. 

__ 3. There are two officers performing higher 
duties; they are the best qualified by experi- 
enée and ability to perform the particular 
duties required for the positions they tem- 
 porarily occupy. 

4. The: two officers before referred to have 


a not previously been ooeeniot on the Ae 


ae 
. See reply to question 3 3. 
Mr r. Webster. : 


te Oy Ay 


ia tothe i ae 


V 


> 


‘war trophies that are now coming to Aus 
If it is intended to distribute them throughout _ 


different districts to make applicat: 


circumstances and furnish a full x 


! With 


6. Nothing. is owe “4 ‘this 
Pa 


‘mame of the officer referred 
quiries cannot be made. . 
7. See reply to: question 6.7 =— ~. 
8. This has always been my practi 
9. See reply to question No, 1. 
10. Section 44 of the Post and Toleet 
1902-11 has no bearing on this. 
Presumably the question refers to sectio 
of the Public Service Act; this is a matt 
reference to the Public Service Commiss oner 
and will be so referred. ee 
11. Instructions have been ‘issued from 
Central Administration to the effect th: 
next suitable senior officer is to be placed - 
porarily An. any vacancy pending “perma 
appointment. The latter portion of a - que 
tion is not a oretoue Fae. 


< 


WAR MUSEUM. - 


Mr. WISE.—On 12th Decor’ 
honorable member. for Indi (Mr. | 
asked the following question:— — 

Is it the intention of the Government - 


make an equitable distribution among 
ferent districts of the Commonwealth 


or are they to be collected in the capital 
the Commonwealth, will it be necessary 


them, or will the Government see that e: h 
gets its share? 


a 


I am now able to furnish the honorab 
member with the. following inf . 
tion :—- 


Lit" is intended ‘that the Australi 


the remainder will be distributed am 
different districts of the Commonwealth : 

2. It is not necessary for the « : 
tricts to make Se for troy 


EXPORT OF FLOUR. 


cee: We ES —On 4th Decemb 


Fostex} asked for. certain informed 


relation to offers for flour from a 
buyers. I then promised to ascertain 


Gregory) 0 on 10th December also ask 
C 


the facts. I am now in the - ‘Dp 
supply the following informati 


The Australian : Whe 


ms Export of Flour. 


shipment to Egypt, either direct or vid Singa- 
pore. In each case the rate of freight has 
6 been very high. The Board is of opinion that 
its first consideration should be for the wheat- 
grower, and not for the ship- owner or. mer- 
ehant;.and it has been, and is still, endeavour- 
Poss, aii to arrange freight direct, and deal direct 
eae, with Egypt, so that after payment of a reason- 
able freight the wheat-grower may get the 
_ full proceeds. This policy does not appeal to 
ship-owners or merchants. The position was 
~ laid fully before the Australian Wheat Board 
at its conference this week; and it was agreed, 
with the comeurrence of the wheat-grower’s re- 
presentative, that the proper course had been 

- followed in declining to give a quotation. 
The first inquiry made of the Board indi- 
cated a rate of freight of £25 per ton from 
Fremantle to Egypt. This is equivalent to 
9s. 3d. per bushel of wheat. On 17th Decem- 
ber, the Chairman of the Board received an 
inquiry why a quotation was refused: for wheat 
for flour for Egypt by an Australian-owned 
vessel. In this case, the tribute proposed to 
be levied on the wheat-grower was £21 per 


ton, equivalent to 7s. 9d. per bushel of wheat. 


The Australian Wheat Board has difficulty 
in regulating prices abroad so that it may 
obtain the maximum result from each quarter. 

_ It is only by controlling rates of freight ‘that 
' it can succeed in this policy, otherwise: valu- 
able markets will be lost so far as present 
prices are concerned. 

_ ede readily to demands of ship-owners, other- 
_ wise the time is rapidly approaching when our 
oF oS Haine price of 4s. 9d. will become our maxi- 
mum price for any overseas destination. ‘The 
_ ship-owner will get the rest. It is notable 
_ -that the present agitation to reduce the value 
of our overseas markets does not emanate from 

_ wheat-growers, but ffom ship-owners and miller 
agents, -whose interests do not coincide with 

those of producers. 

. How exorbitant are the freight demands can 

be gauged from the rates recently fixed .for 
_ parcels on Government account from Australia 

, . to Egypt, viz., 95s. 
ek 9d. per bushel. It is on this basis that the 

Board hopes to do business. 

Extravagant ideas have been created as to 
value of flour in Egypt. Undoubtedly, there 
was a scarcity in that country; but we have 
official advice that the British Wheat Commis- 
sion is supplying the flour needs of Egypt. In- 
formation from a private source indicate that 

_.. prices now are not so high as previously, This 
probably is due to the action of the British 

Wheat Commission. 

The Board is leaving no stone unturned to 
ae all Egyptian business possible on terms 
that will insure the maximum return to wheat- 

_- growers. 


__ WAR SERVICE HOMES BILL. 


3111 received from the Senate, and 
| (on motion by Mr. hed read a first 
time 


a 


[19 Decemser, 1918.] War Precautions Bill. - 


“It is dangerous to ac- _ 


per ton, equivalent to 1s. — 
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SOLDIERS’ 
BILL 

~ Bill received from the Senate, and fen 

motion by Mr. W1sz) read a first time. 


DECEASED | gee oot 


WAR PRECAUTIONS BILL 


Bill returned from the Senate without 
amendment. 


~ PAPERS. re 
The following papers were presented— 


Factories—Commonwealth Government Fac- 


inne ss el for year ended 80th June, 


Audit Act—Finance 1917-18—The Treasurer’ 8 
Statement of Receipts and Expenditure 
, during the year ended 30th June, 1918, ac- 


“companied by the Report of the Auditor- 
General... 


Ordered to be printed. 

‘War Precautions Act—Regulations amended 
—Statutory Rules 1918, No. 286. 

Audit Act—Transfer of Amounts approved 
by the Governor-General in Council— — 
Financial year 1917-18—Dated 18th De-~ 
cember,; 1918. 

Defence  Act—Regulations Amended—Statu- 
tory Rules 1918, Nos. 328, 324. 

Papua—Ordinance of 1918—Supply 1918-1919 
(No. 2). 

War Precautions Act—Regulations Amended 

E se eer Rules ead No. 314, 


ESTIMATES AND APPROPRIATION 
BILL 1918-19. : 
LIMITATION OF DEBATE. 


Mr. WATT (Balaclava—Acting Prime 
Minister and Treasurer) [11.57 ].—I 


_move— 


That the time allotted for the consideration 
of the whole Kstimates be until 4.30 p.m.f¥to- 
day; and that the time allotted for all resolu- 
tions and stages of the Appropriation Bill be 
until 5.30 p.m., to-day. . 

This motien has been rendered necessary 
by the withdrawal of a similar motion yes- — 
terday in order that the member for Bass 
(Mr. Jensen) might have the larger op- 
portunity he desired to make his state- 
ment. This gives, altogether, the same > 
time, and, as the original proposition was 
discussed for quite an hour, I hope hon- 
orable members will embrace the oppor- 
tunity to adopt the motion now without 
discussion, so that we may have to discuss” 
the merits of the Estimates and the 
Appropriation Bill all the time — : 
this arrangement allows. 


poe as 


Mr. TUDOR (Yairn) rit. 58] =a am ‘that the Corsdapnides tie “paced be 
ae sure whether we are allowed an hour ~ banded, but I can see that. there wi 
_ to protest on this or on a, Subsequent little chanes of doing so, because th 
| motion =. tours that the Treasurer proposes t to 
Mr. Watrr.—The declaration of urgency for the discussion of the Estimates. 
a Lee be discussed to-day. ‘be occupied in debating the votes C 
Mr. TUDOR.—I understand that we posed for the first two or ‘three. depa “2 
take up this matter at the stage ments which appear in the Estimates. 
_ that was reached yesterday, when Mr. Warttr.—I wonder whether ‘the on- ; 
the Acting Prime Minister desired to orable member would pay any regard to 
withdraw the motion. We are to be an undertaking if I] give it to him 
allowed three-and-a-half hours from Mr. BOYD.—Yes, I would*do so 
this moment, on the Estimates. There Mr. Wart. Si Sone honorable mem 
are two or three Departments that would in the Ministerial corner do not do so. _ 
certainly require more time than that ~-Mr. BOYD.—The time has arrived 
for anything like a discussion on them. when we should avoid the duplication 
oe consider the most important to be the our police forces in Australia, and if the 
- Defence Department, where many matters -Treasurer wishes to cut down expendit 
require discussion; the Repatriation De- he can. do so by disbanding the Co: 
- partment; and the: Postmaster-General’s wealth Police Force, which was estak 
‘Department, There is also the question of Without justification and to whose 
the administration of the Northern Terri- tinuance the people are opposed. = 
‘tory in the Department of Home and- Mr. McWILLIAMS (Franklin) 12.4], 
Territories. The statement made by the  -—I contradict most flatly the sta men’ 
_ Minister (Mr. Glynn) this morning, in that the time taken up yesterday morni . 
- reply to the honorable member for Perth was wasted. Never before, since I “have 
(Mr. Fowler) is most alarming. I had _ been in Parliament, has so much informa 
_ not the remotest idea that anything of tion ae given to. honorable me 
a that sort was going on. It.is news to as was given by Ministers at that 
us that the Administrator up there prac- ticular — time. During the whole o 
aay stands within his own fence, and - session I have been: submitting que 
_ the men, so to speak, go ‘‘ over the top” with reference to shipping and 
Rand according to the Minister’s state- img arrangements, and, I have fail 
‘ment, deal with him and some of his elicit from Ministers the ne TL 
staf” with physical force.’ I am opposed that I desired to obtain, but that w 
- to the guillotine, but if it is to,be applied, Ministers furnished yesterday 
© while I would like to have something to quite freely and openly will removi 
gay In- regard to old- -age pensions and of the doubts expressed in my elect 
other. matters, I shall be obliged to let I resent very strongly the ide 
thn pass on this occasion in order to _ yesterday morning was. wasted. - Beir: 
- devote rhe time at my disposal to matters ‘Mr. Wart. -—Who has said that 1b» 
which T deem of more importance. They wasted? — a3 
are insignificant matters in comparison Mr. McWILLIAMS. aes of ‘the. 
~ with certain aspects of our defence and — rere said that. the guillotine was a 
4 e8 administration, and also in com- 9 he applied because time had — 
parison with the position of affairs in wasted. It is~ only when — dea 
‘the Northern Territory, and with that With the Estimatese that we. can. ob 
other matter, the Commonwealth Police, fom Ministers the information we 3 
referred to by the honorable member for egsirous of eliciting from them. I 
Henty (Mr. Boyd). Honorable members made some notes in regard to. the 
‘should certainly be given the opportunity question which it has taken me 
40 come to a decision upon the question weeks to prepare. This question - 
of the necessity for the continuance of success or failure to thousands — 
the Commonwealth Police. ee fruit-growers in Victoria ae 
5; Mr. BOYD (Henty) © [12. 9]. .—I am _ who have been encouraged by 
ee to ee, an sprotnmey 2°. move” 3 Governments to tak u ® in 


rowing, Fi bie: Tee ovine 
y have in the world into their orchards. 
Owing to the arrangement made in con- 
1exion with sugar, they can see nothing 
ahead of them but financial loss and the 
wiping out, of years of industry. It will 
be impossible for me to put before :the 
House the history of this matter, which I 
have compiled from the very inception of 
BoP abe. arrangement. One of my reasons for 
: protesting’ against dealing with the Esti- 
mates in the manner proposed is the fact 
| A: honorable members are prevented 
. from: bringing before the House and the 
Government matters which vitally affect 
‘. thousands — of people in the community 
: - who : are deserving of every consideration, 
and have had-a very bad time during the 
last two years: This is one reason why 
_{ shall vote against the limitation of de- 
bate upon the’ “Estimates. It would be 
better for the Government to take Supply 
now, and call the House together early 
in the new year so that the Estimates 
may be thoroughly considered. No hon- 
orable member surrenders more Hie to- 


poe Western ‘Acuustivalian ca Se 
es, who live in Victoria during the 
ole of a, pre tes session, oo : 


‘Bios aon. ‘ : 


“MATHEWS Csinoutha Ports’ 
2.7].—I believe in the principle that 
the majority must rule, and I voted for 
_ the adoption of the motion for ‘the limi- 
. of-speeches, I would do so again 
ught that debates in this chamber 
unnecessarily prolonged ; 
1e Government . must admit that, — 
—duri 1g the discussion of the Estimates, 
“honorable members place before - them 
ma ; matters of considerable eS ae 


ae the- SOcation @ side, fat is lion con- 
demned for something the Government 
lave. done on the ground that he has 
7 xen no Ae to one it. The pa 


Nel 


there is a crisis 
‘warned the Minister some time ago wot 


ing Prime Minister (Mr. Watt) whether 


-sard, he treated my question as a jo 


‘ orable members as recorded in Hansa 


neverthe-— | 


diture for the whole year. 


past experience that, private mem-. bs will ie that a Bs Ho e during . 


bers do not bring matters : ie fe the 
sake of fun. They frequently do 
1t because they are exhorted “from 
outside to do so. The people de- 
mand it. The only opportunity for 
dealing with any ,matter exhaustively 
is when the Estimates are being discussed. 
Rightly or wrongly, I have interested my- 
self in the question of the administra- 
tion of the Northern Territory. To-day 

at Darwin, whic 


take place, and which I would like to deal 
with to-day, because men in the Northern 
Territory have asked me to do so; but I’ 
can see no special opportunity of accedin | 
to their request. When I asked the Act- 


Ministers would peruse the grievances of 
honorable members, as reported in Lfan- 


but it was not a subject for joking. 
Honorable membefs have brought for- 
ward many matters affecting the Depart- 
ments, and their remarks should be 
perused by the Ministers concerned. It 


; should be the duty of officers in the De 


partments to read the statements of hon- 


and submit the principal points de 
with to their respective Ministe ce 

Mr. Wartr.—I es ae that that ‘is 
done. 


Mr. SAMPSON 


; 


“GWimaenay 19, 9} 


It is the duty of the Government wha 
claim the ri ight. to control the business ot 


the House to give honorable members a 
reasonable opportunity to discuss tha 
financial commitments for the twelva 
months. No one with the widest stretch 
of imagination could say that the one and 

a half-days already spent, and the two or 
chtam hours yet remaining, is adequata 
time for disposing of the ordinary oe 


Mr: Warr.—It is not the ordinary = 
penditure for the whole financial year. 
Werhave already passed the Works Esti- 


mates, and we have voted more. than six 


months’ Supply in connexion with cee 
Estimates. Le 

Mr. SAMPSON.—1I wens rose - to: 
protest against the hurrying through of 
these important financial commitments 
after less than two days’ discussion, Noe “3 
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Hepner and _[REPRESENTATIVES. i Bes opr in eer : 


hs 
~ 


all-night. sitting can do anything hie jus- 


tice to the Estimates. Yet we are now 


_ told that they must be passed, practically 
without 


consideration, notwithstanding 
that they involve questions of the highest 
importance. There is, for example, the 


maternity bonus, which involves a very — 


large annual expenditure, which most cer- 
tainly ought to be revised. In many’ other 
directions there are important items upon 
these Estimates which require to be made 
the subject of revision and reduction. 


Mr. LECKIE (Indi) [12.13].—I do not 


like the operation of the guillotine as pro-— 


posed by the Government. Nobody can 
accuse me of having occupied much time 
in the consideration of the Estimates, but 
I did intend to make some observations 


upon particular Departments. I, therefore, 
deliberately refrained from debating the~ 


general question, in order that I might be 


able to devote my attention to specific 1 
e) asems. 


But apparently the whole of the 
time which is to be allocated to the con- 


sideration of the Estimates is now to be 


absorbed in a discussion of the first division 
of the Prime Minister’s. Department. 
this sort of conduct is to be pursued, I 
shall, in future, avail myself of my full 


rights in connexion- with the general de- 


bate of the Budget statement. Of course, 


I realize the ifficult position in which the 


Acting Prime Minister has been placed. 


ad recognise that the interposition of ex- 


traneous matter has prevented him setting. 


apart. for the consideration of the EHsti- 
mates the time that would otherwise have 


been devoted to them: TI should like to 


know whether he will consent to guillotine 


the Estimates in sections. The adoption 


of that course, objectionable though it is, 
would at least afford us an opportunity of 


discussing some matters of urgent public 
2 importance. 


ticable at this stage of the session. 
aS eleven Departments to be dealt with. 


Mr. Wart. “The” suggestion is Imprac- 
There 


Mr. LECKIE.—Even if we were al- 


et ae half-an-hour to debate matters con- 
nected with each Department, it would be 
better than nothing. 


I desire an oppor- 
unity of Gelanee my sae fo my con- 
ee, 


If 


these Estimates through the House... 


minister the affairs of this country 


- told him that the consideration 0 
_ Estimates provided our only chane 


_Batil it comes to a L qu uestion 


did not talk-so tach we wotttl get on) th 
the consideration of the Estimates. — 


Mr. LECKIE. —In the ccircumstan 
I enter my. protest against the action 


3 


is one 6 auletton which I regard & as ‘urge 
from the stand-pnint of. the consumers, 
namely, the unjustifiable increases tha 

have been sanctioned by the Governme t 
in respect of butier—increases which ‘Te 
present practically £2,000,000-a year. | 
specially came over from Sydney to dea 
with this matter, but:owing to the acti 

of the Government, the entire discussion 

of the Estimates will takes place upon t 7 
first one or two Sa 


given full opportunity to oxauatiel 
cuss these Estimates. That pledge, - 
ever, is not to be fulfilled. The Estim 
contain approximately 2,000 items, an 
their exhaustive consideration within | sae 
total period of two days is an utter 
possibility. Of course, I recognise 
creat advantages which will be deri 
by the Government from “ bullockin 


adoption of that course will obviates 
necessity for Ministers obtaining Sup 
tor six months. Itwill mean that ¢ 
will be able to go into recess, and to 


the War Precautions Act. 


Mr. Hazcror. Lamonp.—I Rae th 
out to the honorable member. earli 


exercising a restraining influchice on se 
Government. Sag 


Mr. J. H. CATTS, ea do aot eancel 
the honorable member’s statement, bu’ 
parently, although he realizes the e\ S 
the situation, he is unwilling to take tey 
to prevent them. He is like a good 
more on the opposite side of the ch: 
He is prepared to do all . sorts 


Uy Oa 


S aot 


om 


Estimates and 


va a 


his difficulty. I do not believe that the 
- Government will meet the House early 
next year. Certainly, I do not expect 
Parliament to be called together before 
- May, and probably not before June, of 


that. year. ' 
— Mr. Warr.—Why? 
Mr. J. H. CATTS.—The Government, 
i Tae gagging” ‘through this Chamber, 
with the aid of the guillotine, Supply up 
till next July, notwithstanding that in all 
the Commonwealth Departments there 
are matters of great importance which 
Re ought to be thoroughly ventilated. The 
country was never so full of grievances 
against the Ministry as it is to-day. 

- Mr. Warr.—I have heard that state- 
ment made in respect of every Govern- 
ment that has been formed. The moment 
a Government is born it begins to die. 


_. Mr. J. H. CATTS.—That is-quite true, 


put the actions of the Government are , 


hastening that decay at an unprecedent- 
edly rapid rate. — be 

Ee Biter ih have heard that said of 
every Governmént. ns 
~ Mr. J. H. CATTS.—The Government’s 
candidates have been low at the poll at 
the successive elections for Swan and 
 Corangamite, and it is quite evident that 
the people desire an opportunity to re- 
_ pudiate the party at present in power. 
Yet at this time the Government choose 
-. to close’ Parliament and gag the House. 


‘jn order to prevent the legitimate discus- - 


oy Re 


‘ sion of the various activities under the 
~ War Precautions Act. é 


Mr. Watrr.—What does the honorable: | 


member-wish us to do? © 
- Mr. J: H. CATTS.—As it 
evident that there is not sufficient time 
available to finish the business on the 


-_ notiee-paper, including the Estimates, the 
only course open to us is to re-assemble 
h Parly im the new years 

Mr. Warr.—The alternative is to con- 


tinue sitting through the holidays. Will 
the henorable member move an amend- 
ment that we shall go right on? 
‘Mr. J. H. CATTS.—If I am entitled 
to move such an amendment to this 
motion, I shall do so. 


ages Fey oe $9 * 
be as sy a ere ee aN hee gt Me ee: 
Nee gt Potated CT a” MOE ae an ae ee > 


& ae phen he desires to back-pedal out of 


ry ° = # 
1t 1s quite » 
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“Mr. Warr.—The honorable member 
can move an amendment on the Esti- 
mates, and that will be an instruction to 
the Government that the House shall sit 
right on. I shall.be interested to see how 
inanv honorable members vote for the ~ 
amendment. a 
éMered: Ho COATTS:—T shalt accept that — 
suggestion, and test the feeling _of the 
House by moving, later, to reduce the 
Estimates by the sum of £1 in order to 
indicate to the Government that it, is 
the desire of honorable members to sits 
day after day forta reasonable number 
of hours, so that ‘the business on the 
uotice-paper may be legitimately dealt 


« with. 


Mr. HECTOR LAMOND (Illawarra) — 
[12.23]—The fact seems to have just oc 
curred to the honorable member for Cook 
(Mr. J. H. Catts) that when the Eeti-. 
mates are passed parliamentary control 
over the Government practically ceases. 
Yet honorable members opposite have — 
professed a desire that the Estimates 
should be passed early in the financial 
year. To me, the discussion of the Esii- 
mates is the most interesting in Parlia- 
ment. A month ago I thought that the | 
whole future of the country depended on 
our being able to discuss the Estimates, 
hut when we get the chatite to do that, 
half of the honorable members of this 
Chamber go home, and some only attend 
because the price of butter has been 
raised. The rest of the Estimates do not 
trouble them very much. ze 

Mr. J. H. Carrs.—The-treatment of 
returned soldiers and the question of de. — 
mobilization ought to-be thoroughly dis. — 
cussed... = 

Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—And they 
would be thoroughly discussed if we were 
permitted to proceed with the Bills re 
lating to those questions, instead of hav- — 
ing. a~ long discussion on the Bolsheviks 
in Russia, and upon the important ques- 
tion of whether £6,000 could be saved | 
by sacking a number of policemen and 
throwing them upon the employment — 
market. If there are big questions to he 
diseussed on the Estimates, T should like 
to hear something of them, but, after hav- — 
ing sat for about twenty hours listening — 


- 


Bstimates ae [RE PR 


ESE 


oe ‘ene Aiabaon: I eee only one -io 


ject that seemed of. importance.~ 


‘member for Capricornia (Mr. Higgs), 
and even that was found, on inquiry, 


to have no justification, . All this 
talk to the effect that ae country 
will get great. value if we are 


That. 
was the issue raised by the honorable 


allowed to discuss the Estimates for Ae 


fortnight is only pretence. I should be 
glad if the Acting Prime Minister would 
adopt the House ‘of. Commons system, by 
whieh a certain amount of time is allotted 
for each section of the Estimates. In my 
judgment, Supply Bills are a much better 
een of controlling the finances than the 
passing of the Estimates in globo. I am 
further of opinion that the whole ma- 
- chinery of Parliament needs overhauling 
in order to reduce the enormous weight 


that is being placed on parliamentary 


and governmental institutions at the pre- 
sent time. 

Mr. Marnews. —I used to be of the 
‘same opinion as the honorable member, 
‘but now I am convinced that the present 
eerie cannot be improved upon. 

Mr, HECTOR LAMOND ==Tihat is: 

matter of opinion. When we reflect that 
this Parliament, which was expected to 
be conducted on a contribution of 2s. 6d. 
per head of the population, is now doing 
a that was never contemplated by the 
E founders of the Constitution, and that 
every day sees increased duties placed 


Ss upon us, we have to realize that the ma-— 


ehinery of Parliament needs a careful 
overhaul in order that the enormous 
amount of our business may be conducted 
with greater efficiency. That we should. 
- spend two or “three-months in discussing 
Estimates, not one item of which will be. 


Palicroas does not appeal to\me as a com- ~ vith those Departments first? He 


-jnon-sense preposition. 


_ Mr, FINLAYSON (Brisbane) [12. 97]. 

700 behalf of members s representing the 
- more distant States, I protest against the 
-Government’s conduct of the business. 

- More than a fortnight ago the Acting 
- Prime Minister said that the House 
- would adjourn to-day, and most of ys have 
- made pur Inter-State arrangements upon 
that understanding. | 


j year, 


“Mr. Poyrnton.—The honorable mem- 


ber does nob: blame the ee Prime- 


discussion on the 


Minisier. ie the House not re os 
to-day. . | 


Mr: 


ation. 


on, 7 


Mr, FIN LAYSON. ey once 
suggestion to be that we shou 
journ over the Christmas holidays 
assemble early in the new year. 
honorable member desires to say so: 
thing about a number— of items ] 
Hstimates, in which we are individ 
‘and collectively interested. In add 
-to the matters already mentioned th 
the Northern Territory Admin: 
The condition of affairs disclosed. b 
Minister this morning, and by ow: 
knowledge and experience of events 11 
Territory i in recent times, indicates tha 
decidedly searching debate on that. 
partment alone is necessary. We ar 
undated with complaints in regar 
Postmaster-General’s Department, 
the result of the suillotine motion ma 
_that the whole of the remaining tim 
be devoted to the -Treasurer’s Est 
while the other Departments will 
roaded through in a few moments. — 
the Government must admit that that 
not be fair to members or to the cou 
The Defence Department, and to 
extent the Department of* the N 
subjects, not so much for captiou: 
cism, as for honest peeioe sae er 
q wiry. Rite 
Mr. greens preg Wis | 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—1I do. not 
which Department is taken first. 
withstanding my own personal inco 
ence and regret, I think the House sh 
adjourn. to-day and ‘re-assemble « 
the new year to. tackle the Esti 
The Opposition would not object | to 
De the Government sufficient, 


Mr. oe —We shoul 


we 


- “FINLAYSON, Pie the Go- 
vernment have a clear statement by the 
eader of the Opposition. . 

Mr. Wise—I have had that kind of 
thing before, and the eps has not 


eo kept. “~ 
— Mr. Tupor. —The ‘Wintater haw never 
rr known me to go back on a promise that 


IT have made. — 

Mr. FINLAYSON. —I do not think 
othe Minister. is fair.in saying that a 
, promise. of the Leader of the Opposition 
a t+ be relied on. I believe the Oppo- 


Supply. Bill for two months, if necessary. 
Then honorable members ‘could return 


~in the new year. It will be an admis- 
‘sion of incompetence, and almost a dere- 


ty was in power. 


-FINLAYSON. v7 Nat 


in 


Mr. 2 ‘Preorr. _Worse! { es 


Estimates i is where there have been long 


ay 


have. been. simply pushed through in a 
2 * lump. There was never any limitation 
_of the time of debate, however. The Go- 
vernment should consider honorable 
_ members. from the different States. 
us j carry out the- arrangements agreed 


3s 


bers have departed for their. distant 
homes ‘on the distinct understanding that 


ST. is still ‘possible for the Government to 
keep faith with honorable members who 


Pr dso 
“GREGORY (Dampier) [12.33]— 


; desire to make my position clear. 
I se every poe eee ‘which 


Satie: “would unanimously acquiesce in a 
and do their work honestly and well, early 


liction of ones, if we allow the Estimates: 


ie | 


M _ FINLAYSON. =e, ee T have 


‘nown in regard to the passage of the 


debates © on the first item, and then, as the _ 
discussion has worn out, remaining items 


upon. Already, quite a number of mem- 
: the sittings were to close this afternoon. 


ave gpne away, as well as with those who 


‘the past three or four years. 


Tet =: 


honorable member 


may” fairly present itself to preven nike, 


Government from going into recess until . 
May or Jtine next. 
‘prepared to assist the Government in 
securing .two or three months’ 
without @ebate. It is idle for the Go- 
vernment to suggest that 
should work right through the holidays 


Honorable members would not consent bo, 


maintain a House. But there are many _ 


Supply, 


sat 


ste 


lt would be quite 2 


dis arliament se 


things | which urgently require consider oe 
tion, owing to these extraordinary times. — 


The honorable member 
(Mr. Hector Lamond) 
members by saying that there needs to be 


an overhaul in regard to our parliamen-— 


tary methods; but. I agree with him. If 
the Government, in presenting important 


“Bills, would consent to their being re- 


ferred to Committees, so that evidence — 
might be taken upon .the subjects in- 


for ‘Hlawarra 
reflected upon — 


volved, those measures would pass in a 


manner much more satisfactory to the 
people and the industries concerned than — 
under the system which has ruled during | 


sent position is unique. We have been 


-working under war conditions for the past 


Now, the war is over, and our 
are returning, we must 


four years. 
warriors. 


urgently and fully consider repatriation : 


T have great faith in Senator — 
his work; but is any 
satisfied with 
concerning 

the proposals 


proposals. 
Millen and 


situation 


present 
and with 


patriation, 


for dealing with our men upon their home- 
. coming? “T do not know the nature of the 


new suggestions of the Government, other — 
than in  resard to the housing proposition. 
But it would be far wiser, in the interests — 
of the country and of our soldiers, if Par- 


-liament were to adjourn until about the 


middle of March. The Leader of the Op-— 


the” 
re-- 


The pre- — : 


position might be asked to acquiesce im nf ch 


granting three months’ Supply. Then, in 


March next, Parliament could deal with 
the serious problems of repatriation. | 

Mr. ‘Tupor.—Two months’ 
would be sufficient for that; but the Ge-~ 


Supply 


vernment may have ten weeks if they de : A 


sire. 


members can justify to their constituents — 


— the achievements Ae Parliament and th * 


“Mr. GREGORY.—I ask if honowable- ef | 


power 


freedom again 


Be fant. so far, in a matter of re- 
_. patriation ; if not, is it not essential in 
~ the interests of. ane soldiers that we should 
be able to review the work of the Depart/ 
ment, and insist that fair-and impartial 
justice is meted out to our nell on their 


return? 


I am not satisfied with the control of 
trade. I am not satisfied with the work 
being done in the Attorney-General’s De- 
partment in respect to the metal and many 
other of our industries. I desire to see 
governmental control removed as soon as 
possible, so that our traders shall have 
to enter the world’s 
markets, and to conduct their business 
untrammelled m Australia. What chance 
is there to discuss those questions 
now? I want the Government to 
understand that I will use every 
in my: command to _ prevent 
them from passing the Estimates, or 
further Bills, unless opportunity is given 


‘to deal with the Estimates in the terms of 


the promise made to honorable members. 
We know that there are extreme difficulties 
in the realm of finance to-day, and it is 
essential that we should have ample time 
to discuss the Budget statement, and,. if 
possible, secure an alteration of condi- 


_ tions as they exist. 


Mr. FENTON (Maribyrnong) [12.38]. 


-—It must be apparent that there is a de- 


sire that Parliament should re- -assemble 


in the New Year to discuss very im- 


portant problems. We are right up 
against those problems to-day. If we pass 


the Estimates we shall be granting Sup- 
ply sufficient to enable the Government to 
extend the recess from the Christmas holi- 


days until the beginning of July. Within 
those six months some of the most im- 


portant events in the world’s history will > 


have transpired. Within the next half- 


ie a ‘Little time. : 


year the initial stages of demobilization, 
and of the repatriation of our troops, will, 
_ have passed. Quite a number of ques- 
tions affecting our returning soldiers are 
bound to arise, or to grow more acute. 

Mr. Rovauns —Why take up the little 
time that we have to deal with them 
then? © 


Mr. FENTON. ae ra is not a matter of 
It is a question now of 


DP ahneiteee we shall meet earl next year. 
“ propese to move an amendment in ¢ 


opportunity ne say whether they orm | 
pared to assemble early in the new 
so that urgent business may be trans 

Mr. Jowzrr.—The honorable membe 
for Cook (Mr. Catts) has moved | 
amendment. te 


Ate F ENTON. —That is not 80. 


to ae if it is desired - to. 
a certain eee The 3a 
Minister knew full well that if such a 

proposition were made, it would b "4 ie 
feated by an almost unanimous 

The war having ended, this will b 
first Christmas for five years when we can 
fully enjoy our holiday, and appr 
the message of peace and good-will 
‘came to the world two thousand — 
ago. «Ll believe the general opinion is t 
we should have a short adjournment o 
the holiday season, and meet early in 
new year with clear minds and ret 
vigour for the consideration of the © 
ness of the country. I therefore mo 


That the words “‘ to day’”’ be struck ou 
a view to inserting in leu thereof Sd. 
“14th of January.” ae 
It is open to any honorable member | 
move as an amendment the fixing of s 
later date, such as the 2lst J anu 
that would meet’ the general conv 
better. .There are the demobilizatio 
repatriation of our soldiers, and t. 
ing of Acts essential to the welfare 
country to consider, and what coul 
liament do better at this juncture 
impose an wp-to-date scientific 
which will place the industries o 
tralia on a better footing, and 
employment for our people. 2 


~~ 


Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. 
Johnson ).—The Saeed oh is 
order. . 
Mr. LISTER (Corin) See 45] 


should. have voted for the amendm 
it been in order. Any other course 
be inconsistent with the view ei. | 


Acting Puvaes Minion " 
ae In common » th on 


Teena 


- discussion, particularly on financial ques- 
tions, but when we are asked to sit, as 
we were the other night, for hour after 
hour, the tax on our endurance becomes 
too much. For twenty-one hours, I lis- 
_tened to members repeating the same 
“statements over and over again. 

' Mr. Jowretr.—There were some very 
_ fine. speeches. K ” 

Mr. LISTER.—The speeches were ten.. 
perate, and there was an absence of that 
earping criticism which characterized de- 
bates in the early part of the session. 
But no matter how strong a man may be, 
it is unfair to ask him to sit in this cham- 
ber all night to keep a quorum while 
_ others go home to return fresh for the 
_ discussion next day. It is necessary that 

the administration of public affairs 
should be criticised, but fair criticism 1s 
not to be expected from men whe have 
been exhausted by an inordinately long 
sitting. I had intended to speak during 
the last sitting, but, finally, the~ soft 
cadences of the honorable member for 
_ Maribyrnong (Mr. Fenton) lulled me to 

sleep. But, as I think members should 
have the opportunity to discuss the serious 
_ problems that confront us, I intend, on 
__my own initiative, to move, or to ask the 
“Acting Prime Minister (Mr. Watt) to 
consider favorably, that we should meet 
~*~ again early next year. — 


vote against the motion before the House. 
_. Mr. LISTER.—I must oppose the Go- 
- vernment in this matter, though I sup- 
_ port the application of the ‘‘ gag’’ when 
_ ,time is being wasted on useless discussion. 
_, Members would find more acceptance for 

their opinion if their speeches were mate- 
_ rially curtailed, and Parliament would do 
_ better work. Under existing circum- 


stances I must support the Opposition in 


their desire, if possible, to impress on the 
- Government the necessity for Parliament 
being called together early in the new 
year to discuss these great and pressing 
_ problems to which I have referred. 
Mr. HIGGS (Capricornia) [12.50].— 
_ Unlike the honorable member for Corio 
(Mr. Lister), who does not desire to de- 
tain the House, I do intend, if I may, 


_ that the Estimates be considered urgent 
business is carried, it is competent for 


7 * ‘ J 
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any member of the Ministry, during any 


sitting, to specify the time that may be 


- 


— Mr. J. H..Carrs.—We shall have to. 


to take up a little time. When-a motion | 


allotted to each Department, or to the 
whole of the Estimates. The Acting 
Prime Minister (Mr. Watt) has moved’ 
that the time allowed shall be until 4.30 
pam. to-day, and it is 
1 o’clock. Is there any special reason 
why only to-day is to be allowed for the 
consideration of the Estimates? There 
is nothing in the Standing Orders to say — 
that we may not deal with the Estimates - 
to-morrow. In my opinion, if it were 
decided that the discussion of the Esti- 
mates should cease at 4.80 p.m. on the 
14th January next, it would be too short 
a time in which to discuss our vast expen- 
ditures. ee 
The Acting Prime Minister (Mr. 
Watt) has acquired the habit lately of 


handing himself large bouquets, carna-_ 
tions at one time and roses at another. He 


‘has told us that.he is the only Treasurer — 


who ever seriously considered economy, 
that he has reduced the Estimates by so 
many millions, and that he has this year 
introduced the Estimates many months 
earlier than has any former Treasurer. 
The Estimates may have been introduced: 
earlier than usual, but we had no op- 
portunity to discuss them until two days 
ago. The honorable gentleman, with all 
the wickedness in temperament and con- 
stitution indicated by that strong jaw of 
his, speaks of ‘‘ breaking the back’’ of . 
the discussion°on the Estimates by keep- 

ing honorable members up all night. 

Why “break the back” of the discussion? | 
Are we.sent here for that purpose? Some 


‘inept chatterers in a certain place talk of — 


discussing repatriation and demobiliza- 
tion during the small hours of the morn- 
ing. Is that a time to discuss public busi- 
ness, when burglars are setting about 
their work and all respectable people 
ought to be in bed? With one accord, the 
supporters of the Government have com-— 
plained that we on this side did not avail 
ourselves of the opporturtity of the Bud-_ 

vet debate to, discuss repatriation and de- . 

mobilization. But there are many other | 
subjects we might discuss; and now all 


the time afforded us is two hours and a — 


half this afternoon. We desire to put the © 


now nearly | 


Ene — 


yynicroscope—or, perhaps it would be more 
ee Percent to say, the acid—on the Estimates 
- of the Assistant Minister for Defence 
(Mr, Wise). Personally, I wish to discuss 
the meanness of the Department in tak- 
ing away the overcoats of the soldiers. 
Mr. Wisu.—That was-done last of uly. 
Mr, HIGGS.—So much the worse for 
the Department, for many poor fellows 
must havésmet their death in consequence. 
Mr. SPEAKER.—The honorable mem- 
~ ber’s time has expired. 
Question put. The House divided. 


Ayes... rete °s! amt 
Noes: 2. ee we bD 
Majority 14 
AYES. 
Abbott, Lt.-Colonel Lyneh, Jy 
Atkinson. 1k Orchard -R. B.. 
Bamford, F. W. Palmer: A.C, . 
Best, Sir Robert | Pigott, at R. Mo. 
Bruce, Ss. M. Poynton, A. “ae 
‘Chanter, J. M. Rodgers, A. S. 
Chapman, Austin Sinclair: BH. => 
Corser, E.-B. C, Smith, Laird. — - 
_ Foster, Richard ; Spence, WwW. G. 
Glynn, P. McM. Watt, W..A. 
Greene, W. M. Webster, W. 
Groom, L. E, ~ Wise, sige ae 
Jowett, E. Tellers: ‘ 
“Lamond, Hector — Story, W. H. 
taeneston, J. Thomson, John, 
Hons Se 
Bayley: ae Lister, J. H. 
Boyd,.J, A. Maloney, Dr. 


McDonald, C. 
Sampson, 8. 


pean ae bie) 


- Brennan, F. 
Considine, 5) OO 


Fenton, J. E. Tudor. G. 

_ Finlayson, Wen y Tellers: 

- Gregory, lS Catts, J. H. 

Higgs, W. G. Mathews, J. 
PAIRS, — = 


ae WwW. O. Charlton, M. 


Fowler, J. M. Wallace, C. 
et _ Mackay, Eee a Page, J. 
~ Maxwell, G. A. Riley, -E. 


Smith, Peale Corboy, E. W. 


Question so resolved in the affirmative. 
Stiting suspended from L to 2.30 BS 


vines 
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In Committee of Supply (Considera- 
thon resumed from 17 th December, ie! 


cone 9613) : Gees 

hs i OF THE Treasury. 

a ees a: ms . Treasury), 
s peas Ve ee ene pos alae? ier 


. se ae CS a a 


."y 


State classified staff 
rok ° Me os see 3 


Mr. Hace ioe a point of orde 
hee thay we did not pass the Estim 


evening. _ My recollection is 
diately after the taking of the 
the amendment moved by the 
gio for: ‘Wimmera Cee Ss 


Oca ey 


The “CHATRMAN on, = 


orable members remained in . their 
I immediately put the question th 
Estimates of the Department of the. “- 

Minister be agreed ey and d "e 
carried. : eit = 2 


Mr. TUDOR Can [2. 202) 


Watt)«. 
£535 in SA Bf an Assistant 
sioner for Invalid and Old. Age 
That appears to be a new office. z 
also that on page 41 provision is m 
172 officers in the Old Age 
Branch, as against ©1383 acu 


~ ber nis war pensions now payal 
should like to have a matter cle 


ey has raised a isan 
ther or no the Department suppl. 
charge—apart from the payment 
itsel{—rolls of tickets to conduct 
tertainments. 


revenue obtained from the ae : 
able members know that I 
the tax; but I do not think we “aie d 
duce in this way the revenue obtat 
from it. 


Coming to ie Miocene mad 
Government Printer, we find 1! 
is set apart for wages and 
compositors, and the same 
spect of proportion of 


= 2 elles Priston? in 
£12, 822, and the actual expenditure was 
‘ oe 839. A Department that can keep 
3 expenditure within £17 of the amount 
tually -appropriated 1s a marvellously 
accurate one. Having regard to the un- 
‘certainty that must prevail as to the over- 
time which the Government Printing Office 
will be required to work in connexion with 
_ the sittings of Parliament, | remarkable 
Se skill must “have been displayed i in framing 

= the: Estimate of Expediture for 1917-18. 
It is quite possible, as has been alleged at 
different times, that since our work is 
carried out in the State Printing Office 
we have to pay for what the State does 
not. ‘We could not have a better man for 
the position of Government Printer than 
Mr. Albert Mullett, who was a personal 
friend of mine ie before “he thought of 
holding that office, or [ thought of being 
returned to this Parliament, I urged 
e Government some years ago to estab- 


stirs , and to place him in charge of it. 
Pak amy convinced that if my een aA 


nformation on ee igus 


04, 


ae Minister Foe the N avy (Mr, Poyn- 
n), , When replying to my contention that 
» did not require an intelligence officer 
salary of £504 per annum, said that 
ach. an officer was employed while I was’ 


‘Treasurer. I denied that statement at 
the time i in a rather blunt way, and you, 


Bis . Chairman; called me to order. I have 
_ Bince examined the Estimates, and if hon- 
= ~ erable “members do so they will find that 
0 money ‘was appropriated for such a 
p -piepose when I was at the Treasury. The 
item appears for the first time in the Esti- 
m ates | for 1917-18. 
apr. PIGOTT (Calare) ‘[2. 39] —In con- 
1exion with the Treasury Estimates I 


a 


_ properly go in bringing about an amal- 
e gar imation aS various Pemmarcenonitly and 


fis Drcnicien, 1918.] 


1017: 18 was 


h aes Federal Government Printing’ 


ee a will able to- give me some 


have been considering how far we might: 


1918-19. £ 


ral 


State Departments and activities. 


T find 


988T 


that there are quite a number of State 


jand Federal Departments which could be ~ 
amalgamated and carried on either by the — 
? ‘per. 
sonally, I think they should be conducted — 
‘by the Commonwealth Government. © 


State. or the Commonwealth, and, 


In. 


the first place, the Commonwealth Elec- — 


toral Department costs 


of the States cost £86,275 


trolled by the 


the Union as a whole. 


£53,700 per 
annum, while the Electoral Departments — 
It will be — 
generally conceded that. these Depart- 
ments could be amalgamated and con-— 
Commonwealth Govern- | 
ment with advantage to the States and | 
Such an amalga- — 


: is ee 


mation has already been carried out so 
far as the Commonwealth and Tasmanian ~ 
Governments are concerned, and a con- 


siderable amount has been refunded by 


the State Government for work done by — 


the Commonwealth. A general amalga- 


mation of the kind would lead to great 
saving. In passing, I may say that I am 


not here to indulge in destructive eriti- 


cism; my desire is to put forward some — 
constructive criticism that will tend to the 

Common- | 

wealth Statistician’s Department costs — 
State Statisticians’ 
Departments cost £32 117. Much of the — 
State Year- 


benefit of the country. The 


‘C15 018, while the 


information given in the. 
Books is supplied in the Conmmonieans 
Year-Book, : 


Mr. Me rtcaats. —- Ahae 
fourths of the information is duplicated. 


Mr. PIGOTT. —Undoubtedly 


saving could be effected in that sie ae 


three- : 


big Be 


Another item in respect of which amal- — 
gamation' would be attended with satis-— 


factory results is that of immigration. 


There is nothing on the Estimates im re- — 


spect of that item, although in former a 
years we have incurred expenditure - in 
but the expenditure — 
There 


is no reason why we should not have a 


connexion with it; 
of the States So innats to £38,602. 


Commonwealth Immigration Department 


in London, where information might be — 
obtained on application as to the oppor- — 
tunities offering for settlement in all the — 


States. 


Tf an- intending immigrant de-— : 
sired to settle in esr South: Wales, che ss 


Sa 


Estimates 


: Gould ’ go to such an office eat secure the 


o eileat. 


information. The one central: 


- office would be far better than the present 


of 
annum, 


-Governor-General’s 
£20,875. 


ae § 
A 


; a? as a total of £785,991. 


s 


at least £250,000 on these figures. 


rte oe 


State Governors, 
to have a Governor-General for the Ses 
- monwealth. 


‘Indians would adopt> 


Ob air Taxation Departments, 


system, under which each State has its 


own agency, the one competing with the 


other, and all largely covering the same 
round. The State Agents-General cost 
£40,307, while-the High Commissioner’s 
Omen Sone £48,841. There is no reason 
why the High Commissioner should not 
act on behalf of all the States. The cost 
of our State Governors and the up-keep 
their Departments is- £42,489 per 
and the maintenance of the 
Department | eosts 
The Chief Justices -of the 
several States, as Lieutenant-Governors, 
could do ail that is now required of the 
and we could continue 


_ Coming to the question of taxation, it 
seems to me that even the Choctaw 
. method more 
rational than that weened by the Com- 
monweaith and. States. 


_one— Commonwealth _ Department. So 
- far as I have been able to Recertain. 
£198 ,(05 per annum is spent by the States 
while 
the Commonwealth Department costs 
_ £273,067 per annum. An enormous saving 
erat he effected by the amalgamation of 
the State and Federal Taxation offices. 
_ The Commonwealth is expending £417.496 
per annum, and the States are expending 
£368,495 per annum in respect of these 
several instrumentalities of government, 
I am con- 
 fident that by a judicious amalgamation 
of these State and Federal Departments 


at least £250,000 per annum could be 
_ saved. 


In my opinion, a commission of 
clever accountants could effect a saving of 
The 
uppermost thought in the minds of the 
_ taxpayers generally is that we should do 
something in this direction. 
ought to co-ordinate taxation work. 


cane of this matter recently t i Mr. I Hi ; 


: Here we have 
‘seven distinct Departments engaged in 
the cojlection of taxation, a work. which | 
~ ‘could be most effectively carried out by 


3 La TATIVES. STO 


a 


TAL least, = 


aboet submitted to them fae consid: 


distribution of earnings to the 
-ynits in the Commonwealth, State G 


Sines they a 


man, Premier of Nee South Wal 
travelling with him in a. railwa: 
and he said;that I was right in tl 
tention thal i HANe poe: advanced 


teoleiae in i Mastratin would theta 
something should be done to bring a 
this reform. _I know that our Tre: 


bivns it about. 
necessary legislation eee thie. : 
ment, but it has not been favorab 
cepted by State Houses, or has no 


i hope our Treasurer will submit the m 


Sesion I do not aia there woul 
half-a- ee) votes in eae to 5 


causing great dissatisfaction to “the 't 
payers. . Notwithstanding the vie 
Mr. Felina expressed to me 
I heard him subsequently make 

ment at a public medians as th 


ppcticable: because, ite the Cc 
wealth-.collected the income tax U] 


vernments collected their tax upon th 
earnings at their source, and co 
would result if, when taxpayers se 
returns in, one office had the task 
ing with those two. methods of ec 
the tax. It seems, to me th 
should be no confusion. It shou 
easy matter for the Commiss 
Taxation to discriminate, and say, 
man pays a tax under the Commo: 
system. Very well; we shall ee 
upon the distribution of a dividend. 
other man is paying State taxatio 
the State method. Very well, » 
tax the source of his dividends.’ 


ing that. 
Mr. PIGOTT. —The ae 


taxation is a great annoyance to 
payers. Many uneducated peopl 
not keep accounts are oblig 
returns to the Taxati 


istimates 


_ tax, Many farmers are obliged to pay 
fees to agents to prepare the necessary 
_, forms for them. Many of them pay a 
great deal more to have their forms made 
out than they pay in actual taxation. I 


- this Parliament, who has interests in 
every State, and is obliged to send in 
- every year seven different income tax re- 
turns. It is necessary for him*to pay a 
man £400 a year simply to look after 
that one section of his various undertak- 
- ings. There are so many Taxation, Acts 
in the different States, and there are so 
many amending Bills passed each year, 
that it 1s almost impossible for a man who 
_ draws an income in each State to know 
_ where he stands. I am sure it would ‘be 
of great advantage to the people gener- 
ally if they were called upon to furnish 
one taxation return only. 


_ I was very pleased to hear the Trea- 
surer, during the course of his Budget 
speech, refer to the consolidation of 
State and Commonwealth debts.. This is 
matter we shall need to look into in the 
near future. A big saving can be effected 
if the, Treasurer’s proposals are carried 
into effect. State loans to be renewed 
a during the next ten years amount to 

_ £200,000,000. The Commonwealth will 
_ be called upon to renew loans in the same 
period to the extent of £190,000,000. 


has informed me that jlocal governing 
bodies in the Commonwealth borrow 
_ £5,000,000 annually. Their borrowings 
_, for the next ten years will thus amount 
-,. to £50.000.000. In all, loans amounting 


~ to £440,000,000 will have to be renewed . 


in Australia during the next ten years., 


If we can make a saving of 1 per cent. 
in interest on all these renewals we shall 


*: 


annum. Another saving may be effected 
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‘as recently speaking to an ex-member of 


‘redeemed. 
clever if he can succeed in borrowing 
ten 


Mr. Collins, Secretary to the Treasury,. 


\ 
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y 


stand that Sir Robert Nivison controls 


underwriting matters in London. 


Mr. Watr.—I spent three months in 


London five years ago looking into that — 


out the underwriter. 


to do. it. 


“matter, and I could not succeed in cutting — 
It is very easy to 
talk about doing it, but it is very hard — 


tie 


Mr. PIGOTT.If we coulds-deviea! 


some means of avoiding the underwriting ~ 
.charge and these other flotation expenses | 
T have mentioned we ought to be able to — 
effect a saving of £10,237,500 per annum ~ 


when we come to renew the whole of the 
£390,000,000 which represents the amount 


of State and Commonwealth loans falling — 


due within the next ten years. It must 
be borne in mind that before one penny 
of this money will 
charges will absorb £10,237,500. 
Mr. 
locally ? 
Mr. 
well and good; but these loans must be 
The Treasurer would be very 


£390,000,000 locally during the next 
years. 
the but I 


maternity allowance, 


The 


afford to ride about in motor cars. 


allowance is by no meéans sufficient to 
help many poor women in their time of. 


reach Australia, 
Hieegs.—What about borrowing — 


PIGOTT.—If we could do it, 


I am not opposed to the payment of 
am 
opposed to paying it to people who can 


trouble, who may—have to incur medical — 


to LILO ore eLD. 


penses a woman incurs at such times; 
but, at the same time, we should cease 
paving any allowance to wealthy mothers 
who are in no need of assistance from the 
State. s 


Minister 


a 4 


2 in the matter of flotation charges. In 


and 5s. for advertising. 


It seems to me extraordinary that we and Old-age Pensions. The Commissioner 


Me for underwriting when we have the Com- Secretary to the Treasury. 


y , ~ ae. ~ 
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‘and other expenses amounting, perhaps, ~ 
I think that in certain © 
cases we should pay the whole of the ex- 


xX 


effect a total saving of £4,400,000 per? ~ Mr. WATT (Balaclava—Acting Prime 
and Treasurer) [2.59].—The. 
™ Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Tudor) © 
ondon we pay 25s. per £100 for under- and the honorable member for Capri- _ 
writing, 5s. for brokerage, 5s. for bank cornia (Mr. Higgs) have asked for in- © 
commission, 12s. 6d. for composition duty, formation in regard to several matters. — 
The total. The first is in relation to the position of — 
charges amount to £2 12s. 6d. per £100. ‘the Assistant Commissioner of Invalid 


should be obliged to pay 25s. per £100 of Invalid and Old-age Pensions is the — 
é‘ as He was © 
_ monwealth Bank and the High Commis- drawing no remuneration for his ad- — 
sioner in London. Of course, I under- ministration of pensions, but, in conse — 


ae 
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reat 


quence of the great stress of war work 
imposed upon Treasury. officers, it was 
plain to me that the two senior officers 
should be freed to a great extent from 
routine work in order that the questions 
of taxation, loan raising, and spending 
should receive more deliberate attention, 
which the rush of work upon those officers 
had made impossible. I therefore as- 
sented to the proposition that a man to 
take charge of this work as Assistant Com- 
missioner, and do all the routine work 
under the direction of and responsible to 
the Commissioner, should be appointed. 
The officer selected at that time was in 
the Queensland office of the Department, 
and, speaking from memory, he has been 
promoted from the second class to the 
first class in order to give him status to 
do the work. 


Mr. Bayrry.—He is a good man, too. 


Mr. WATT.—I believe he is. As to 
the increase of officers and salaries in the 


Old-Age Pensions Office, the steady ex-' 


pansion of the work is accountable for 
that. The number of pension cases dealt 
with in 1915-16 was 115,000; in. 1916-17, 
120,000; in-1917-18,. 125,000; and up to 
the 3rd N ovember, in the current finan- 
cial Year, 126,000. 
‘ness accounts for certain additions to the 
staff, whilst the statutory increments to 
which officers become entitled year by 


year explains, to some extent, the greater. 


amount provided on the: Estimates for 
salaries. 

As to the entertainments tax tickets, the 
Taxation Branch informs me that” the 
Attorney-General’s Department ruled that 
it was necessary to supply showmen with 
tickets, and that we could not charge pro- 
moters of entertainments with the cost: 


Reference was made by the Leader of 
the Opposition and the honorable member 
for Maribyrnong (Mr. Fenton) to the 
fact that the amount provided on the Esti- 
mates for the Government Printing Office 
is exactly the same as the amount ex- 
pended last year. I am entirely respon- 
sible for that. 
Estimates there were requests from the 
Government Printer for increases, but I 
told the Department that. its expenditure 
must be kept down to last year’s amount. 


met in other directions also. 


ing Office can only conjecture what its res 


That-increased busi-— 


*monwealth’s share of such expenditure. 


In the chopping of the - 


The Treasurer has to do arbitrary thine 
of that kind, and an instruction was 
issued to the Departments that they must 
live in the current year within the amount — 
they received last year. I knew that Im © 
the case of the Government Printing aS 
Office that would be difficult, because the —  < 
cost of paper is very much higher than it 
was, and imcreased expenses “have to be oo 


Mr. Frenron.—In a Department ike ee 
that some latitude must be allowed, bes 
cause it is impossible to gauge exactly thes ae 
quantity of printing to be done. See 

Mr. WATT.—Many Departments are 
inthat position. The Government Print- 


quirements will be. The number of — 
papers that this Parliament orders to be 
printed, and the quantity of printing ~ 
which the Departments may feel com- a 
pelled to order, will condition the expen= 
diture of the office, but the Treasury must — 
keep a repressing ‘hand upon that expen- se 
diture. If a Department cannot live 
within the amount that has been provided — 
oh the Estimates, it must show good 
reason why it should-receive a pe 
mentary provision, ~ 

Mr. Fanxtner.—Will the Prime Minis : 
ter explain the two items on page 53— 4 
“office requisites, exclusive of writing — 
paper. and envelopes,’ and immediately — 
below “writing paper and envelopes, in- ie 
cluding cost of printnig—and enhora na 
thereon, paige | 

Mr. WATT. ees ans - two. small | 
items in the administrative section of the — 
Government Printing Office, but provi- 
sion for them must i be made on the Esti- 

mates. mee 


Mr. Tupor.—That is merely the Com: 


“Mr. WATT.—Yes. As 
members are aware, 
Printing Office in Melbourne is a joint ~ 
Department. The building and nearly, 
all the machinery, excepting certain lino 
types and presses, are. owned by the Bis 
torian Government. } 
Printer is a servant of the Victori 
Government, but for the Pups of: 


Ob 


member for Calare 


‘ 
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“ardently ice. Seimionwealth ork is 
done at that office, and the State Govern- 
8 ment. Printer is also the Commonwealth 
Government Printer. -Attempts were 
nade at different times to found a_sepa- 
— rate Commonwealth printing office, but. 
7 ‘the arrangement made with the Victorian 
Government has worked so. successfully 
that a continuance of it is ‘mutually ad- 
Se 
Mr. Tupor.—-Do the Victorian Govern- — 
Syeealiow Mr. Mullett to retain the £150 
__ which we vote for him, or do they: seize 
S it for the State Treasury? 
: Mr. ewWALT-1 should not like to. Say. 
a Thee have been three Government 
"Printers at this office within my time, 
and I agree with the Leader of the Op- 
position that Mr. Mullett is a singularly - 
able man for his position, and the 
Victorian and -Commonwealth Govern- 
ments alike are fortunate in having such 


- Mr. Hicas.—Mr. Green, who is in 
eharge of the office during Mr. Mullett’s 
absence, also is a very good man,  _ 
Mr. WATT.—He is. MA 
Mr. Tupor.—lIs the honorable member 
sure that the Victorian Government does 
not seize the £150 which this Parliament 
: ‘otes for the Government Printer? 
. Mr. WATT—TI think that the Govern- 
ment Printer receives the special allow- 
= ance” made for Commonwealth services.— 
Mr. MoWirtrams.—In nearly every 
ease, ‘the State Governments seize any 
such, allowances. 
“Mr. WATT. —Not in every case ; cer- 

- tainly not in the case of the police. 


In regard to the remarks of the honor- 


‘gle member for Calare on the subject 
of statistical co-ordination, the States in 
conference assembled’ some time ago, de- 
__eided that statistical collection and com- 
_ pilation should be a function of the Com- 
—‘monwealth. Although that. apparently 
- meant great expense- to the Common- 
wealth, the Government at that time sig- 
 nified their acquiescence in the proposal. 
_ Since then the States have receded from 

Shab position. I re-opened the question — 
S year, asked them if they would 


she 
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“some reason State after State rotted | to 
do so. We are powerless to compel them 
to move in this matter, but co-ordination ~ 
of the statistical activities is an. object — 
at which we should aim. If we achieve 
that,.a vast sum of money will be saved 
to each ‘of the Governments. Not Jong — 
aso I had occasion to direct the attention 
of the Minister for Home and Territories - 
(Mr. Glynn) to a publication by the 
Statistician of New South Wales, ‘which 
duplicated almost to a letter a previous 
Commonwealth publication. The expen- 
diture seemed to me quite unnecessary. 
I hope that when, we confer with the. 
States in the new year about many ques: ” = 
tions that must be dealt with, and some 
of which must be settled, we shall be able 
to arrive at a satisfactory agreement. 
Mr. Sampson.—Will the © -honorable _ 
gentleman indicate the intentions of the 
Government as to the maternity bonus, 


_and say, also, whether any progress tae 


been made towards an amalsaneiee 508. 
the Savings Banks? — - ee 


Mr. WATT.—My own views opera 
the maternity bonus are very strong. JT 
eannot pledge the Government to any 
course of action, because I have not been — 
able to finalize the matter yet. The weak- 
ness of the present system is that women 
of means who do not require the money — 
draw the bonus in the same way as poorer. 
people who really need it. I am not 
prepared to say that it should be 
abolished, but any Government which wae 
look into this matter—I have not yet had 
“an opportunity to do so—will devise a 
better system ythan the one which 1 is. now 
operating. 

Mr. FaLKINer. LM Fisher said ee 
everybody should claim the bonus. 

Mr. WATT.—1I do not agree with, that 
view. I intend when I get the chance to 
produce a scheme for ae consideration of | 
Parliament which I hope will remove the — 
defects of the present system, and save a 
good deal of money. * os 


~ Regarding the amalgamation oe fe 
Federal and State taxation Departments, : 
I have made abundantly plain in previous 
utterances that I do not believe that the 
proposal of the States that we should tie 
band the Federal tax collecting office is 


ee Re Retina 


ible. The scheme et sb suited” 
to the State Premiers would be safe for 
: the States, simple for the taxpayer, ‘and 
~ economical to both sets of. governments, 
and I intend, when the opportunity arises, 
to still further urge that suggestion in 


conference, and, if pogsible, effect a 
settlement. : 
Mr. McWirtiams.—As we have less 


than two hours in which to dispose of the 

Estimates, I suggest that instead of dis- 

- cussing each Department separately, 
honorable members should be allowed a 

few minutes each for the discussion of 
any item in the Estimates. 


Mr. WATT.—I propose to close my re- 
marks with a suggestion to the Chair-— 


‘man that will facilitate ‘the discussion__ 
which the honorable member desires. 


Regarding the amalgamation of the 


Savings Banks, I am one of those who 


‘was very strongly opposed to the estab- 
lishment of Savings Banks in connexion 
with the Commonwealth Bank. I fought. 
very hard against the proposal, and with 
considerable success in Victoria, the only 
area over which I was able to exercise 
any influence. 
- competitive system is evil, and can be 
pe neted, Since I have been in charge. 
of the Treasury, the Governor of the 
- Commonwealth Bank has been absent. 
‘i _ from Australia, and he is now in quaran- 
i tine at Sydney. I have just received . 
5 from him a letter sent from the Makura, 
which is anchored off North Head, Syd- 
ney, and he intimated that he expects to 
be released next week. I hope to be able 
to discuss this and other matters with him 
after the holidays. It is possible, I be- 
lieve, to arrange, satisfactorily to the 
Commonwealth Bank and the Govern- 
ments of the States, for the elimination 
of that competition; but it may mean a 
Tecasting of the structure, principles, and 
activities of the Commonwealth . Bank. 
That is a course that in war time could 
searcely be attempted with prudence. 
., But now that we have a temporary peace, 
aa and permanent peace is about to dawn, 
Se this reconstruction seems feasible, and I. 
ee 2 ae to proceed with it. 


Not for any purposes of the Garay 
“ment, but | in accordance with | a denise 


} 


have "read in Hansard and in the 


I still believe that the , 


members, ik suggest to ee Mi. = Cha ge r 


now with any item in the Matimate res 
Honoraste Mrempers.—Hear, hear! _ 
Mr. Boyp.—The honorable gentle 
promised to make a statement in r 
to the Commonwealth police. tae * 
Mr. WATT.—I asked the honorable . 
gentleman if he would accept an 
taking from ins. I did that because 


that some honorable ens BS 


my undertaking. : a 
Mr. Boy —I was not one of them, 


Ney : 


Mr. 


me: $s yeas 
Mr. WATT.—I one the ii 
member’s assurance. 
Commonwealth police, I 
frankly, as I did in an interject: 
other day, that I have been too bus: 
cther: matters to know much abo 
It was not my creation. I thi 
there should be investigation officers t 
special work for the Common a. 
though not necessarily to strut ab 
uniform, vieing with the State p 
The honorable member for. Henty (MV 
Boyd) as a Southerner, may n0 


facts affecting the 
northern Aust tralia. 
ipaners who.c 


thoroughly into the facts. 
_ sponsibilities will allow of the scrapping 
- of the Commonwealth Police Force, or 
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desk for months—when orders for the 
execution of Commonwealth decrees were 
impossible of enforcement in certain parts 
of Australia. I hope that that time has 
gone. I wish for an opportunity to look 
If our re- 


the putting of it in a different position, 
that will be done. The Prime Minister 
(Mr. Hughes), with the consent of his 
colleagues, was primarily responsible for 
the creation of the Force, and I am not 
entitled to.repudiate anything that he has 
done, but I ask for an opportunity for 
examination to see what is the best course 
to be taken. I hope next year to pare out 
of the Estimates all unnecessary expendi- 
ture. I say that to men who are pre- 
pared to take my word. 
_ Mr. Boyn.—-T am prepared to take it. 
The CHAIRMAN (the Hon. J. M. 
Chanter)—The course that the Acting 
_ Prime Minister has suggested occurred to 
me as desirable before it was mentioned 
by any honorable member. As the time 
allotted to the discussion of the Estimates 


is limited, it might convenience the Com- 


mittee if honorable members were allowed 


ES refer to any item in them instead of 


1 being confined to those of the Department 
of the Treasury, which is now before the 
‘Chair, and then, in their order, to those 
of the other Departments. Rs 
Mr. Grecory.—Do you suggest that 
items cannot be taken out of their order? 


Mr. Warr.—That they might be dealt 


with in any order. 

_ The CHAIRMAN.—I suggest that 
honorable members should be free to 

make their own selection. ~ Is it the will 


of the Committee that the question be' 


that the remaining Departments of the 
Estimates be agreed to? 
Mr. Hices.—Most respectfully—No. 
Mr. J. H. CATTS (Cook) [3.19].— 


Iam pleased at the great success that has 


attended the establishment of the Com- 
-monwealth Bank. The Budget papers 
show that there was a deficit on the 30th 
June, 1913, in connexion with the opera- 
tions of the Bank during the first six 
months of its existence, amounting to 
£46,636. In 1913-14 the Bank made a 
profit of £9,640; in 1914-15, of £39,217; 
1915-16, of £144,847; in 1916-17, of 
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£379,223; and in 1917-18, of £232,659; 
the net profit for the whole period 
totalling £758,951. In the few moments 
at my disposal | wish, by placing some 
facts on record, to do justice to the gentle- 
man who conceived the idea of establish- 
ing this Bank, who took the necessary — 
steps. to bring it within the range of ~ 
practical politics, and, subsequently, by 
his strenuous advocacy of it, led to the 
passing of the law under which it was — 
established—lI refer to my old friend, Mr. 
King O’Malley. He has been most unjustly - 
treated. In the head office of the Bank 
in Sydney there are foundation stones in- 
scribed with the names of Mr. Hughes, 
of Mr. Fisher, and of Mr. Higgs, but 
my old friend, who was really re- 
sponsible for the establishment of the — 
Bank, and had to fight for it 
against the opposition of some of these 
men, is not remembered there. 
after year he put before this Parliament 
a well-thought-out scheme for the estab- 
lishment of a national Bank, and on his © 
initiative the matter was taken before the 


‘Brisbane. Labour Conference in 1908, — 


with the result that it subsequently be- 
came a plank of the Federal Labour 
platform, on which the party to which I 
belong contested the election of 1910, and 
was returned to power. The honorable 
gentleman had to put up a fight for the 
Bank even in his own party. I do not 
say that Mr. Fisher, who was then Prime | 
Minister, opposed the establishment of 
the Bank. He could not do that, because 
it was a plank of the Labour party; but— 
evidently he was very much afraid of it. 
Mr. 
misrepresent him. I was there. : 
Mr. J. H. CATTS.—The honorable 
member was not a member of the Labour 
Caticus in which these matters were dealt 
with, — 2 
Mr. Hector Lamonp.—I was at the ~ 
Conference. 


Mr. J. H. CATTS.—The only name 


Hecror I smond.—You_ grossly 


‘that I mentioned in connexion with the 


Conferencewas that of Mr. KingO’ Malley. 
On page 10 of the report cf the Conference 
a motion for the establishment of a na- 
tional bank is recorded as having been 


, moved by Mr. King O’Malley. The 


Yeah a7 


ceedings. 


‘recommendations were adopted by 
Conference, and the ree oP a ‘Or 2° 
Commonwealth Bank was made a plank 
of our fighting platform. 


Bank the power of issuing notes. 
not think that 1 am unjust in saying - 
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Pr wen 


x matter’ was Marwards referred bo-k come 
_ mittee, whose recommendation was adop- 


ted. by the Conference, and later became. 


KS @ leading plank of the Labour platform. 


Mr. Hector LaMonp. —That.i is not so. 

Mr. J. H. CATTS.—I was: present at 
the Conference, and have refreshed my 
nemory by. reading the report of its pro- 
The proposal was referred to a 
committee, which reported ‘on two ques- 
tions, the establishment of a Common- 
calli Bank and the financial relations of 
the Commonwealth and the States. Its 
the 


- The bank 
‘which we were pledged to establish was. 


a bank of issue, deposit, exchange, and > 


reserve. Mr. Fisher provided for the es- 
tablishment of the Australian notes is ue 


es something quite separate from. the 


bank. 
“Wr. Warr.—_He cut out the note. issue. 


_ Mr. J. H. CATTS.—He took from the 
I do 


that at that time he had no intention of 


7 proceeding with the Commonwealth Bank - 


- 


) im-* 
eee Or us 
meeting fo prevent the project being. 
ne dropped. { think that was done on the 


4 ee 2 


scheme. It seemed a little too big. for 
‘Knowing this to be so, a num- 


took steps in tie party 


mitiative of Mr. King O’Malley, and I 


JA believe that Mr. Chanter. was on one of 


the committees which threshed out the ~ 
matter. I have refreshed my memory. 


i with the recollection of several honorable 
members, amongst them the Hon. W. G. 


Higgs, M.H. R.,°ex-Treasurer; the. Hon. - 
Dr. Maloney, M.H.R.: the Hon. James 
Dati M.H.R.; and ‘the Hon. James_ 
Mathews, M.H.R. These gentlemen are 
alt of: my opinion. JI remember the in- 
" gident in the party meeting, complaint. 
_ beitig made that Mr. Fisher was not pro- 
cee ling to establish the Bank, and, not- 
"withstanding the strenuous opposition of 
Mr. Fisher “and Mr, Hughes, the party 
instructed these. gentlemen to briny the’ 
Bank into existence. I am reminded by 
the ex-Treasurer (Mr. Higgs) that the 
late Mr. Frazer, then a Cabinet Minister, 
said that the establishment of the Bank 
would: ruin) the Gosommcat: Ps np are. 


o ee ae S 


_man in the country to bring it into 


_on the route of the transcontinental ra sil 


| to ea gentlemen, who mee be. 


should not have wate 5 ee in Be 


meee oe of the High Court. 


planation ieee 


1918-19, 


iioue who ee time to. time have 
unkindly: of Mr. 
whatever may. be that gentleman's 
fects, it must be remembered in h 
favaite that he is responsible for ne 

stitution, and did more than any oth 


ence. It, therefore, seems paltry 
name was not placed with oe others : 3 
the head office of the Bank. Sy 

AE eee 
at the Federal ~ Capital. ° 
provide for his commemoration some\ 


way to Perth. eae 
aC Mir : 
the speeches. made by ie oa K 
O’Mailey at Canberra and at the -opet 
of the transcontinental railway have 
been equalled by any oratory in the ¢ 
monwealth of the present day. : 
Mr. Wart.—I-do not see” any ite: 
these Eee teed to ia ma 


the ease of the Government ee 


sare I haloes: I notice, howe at 
those gentlemen who blocked ‘the 
as long as they could now figw 
friends of it, and take great cre 
its establishment ; and I desire t 
this opportunity, though it is 1 
piso on iy some of we fe 


"Mr. cea (Herbert) ee 


Wh sort 
he, 


Chief J ate os g opener Bil we 
debated, as one who had voted 


has run under the bridge since | 
Mr ices, —— Is this a 


ie 


Mr, BAMFORD. — 


“Estimates 


Bi Mr. iecas. Se with great ies 
ance, Mr. Chanter, I have to draw your 
attention to the fact that the honorable 
member is anticipating the discussion on 
the proposal to grant a penser to the 


ss ae Justice. 


ae Chanter) —I was following the honorable 
member, and waiting to hear him con- 
nect his remarks with the Estimates. 


‘Mr. BAMFORD.—The Estimates are 
now under discussion, and the question 
to which I am referring involves expen- 
_. diture. My desire is to show reasons 
_ why I intend to vote in favour of the 
Chief Justice’s Pension Bill, although I 
_woted. against pensions for Judges on a 
former occasion, 
- orable member for Capricornia (Mr. 
. Higgs) is very unjust in trying to pre- 
vent my giving reasons for my vote on 
the present occasion, for it must be ad- 
mitted that it is aes very often that I 
address either the House or the Com- 
a . . I submit that we have already 
established a principle of pensions by 
_ the payment of old-age pensions and 
soldiers’ pensions, and neither the person 
nor the amount involved in ay ey 
itiates the principle. 


which members of this Parliament. might 
. themselves be pensioned, and it was ap- 
_ proved by nearly every one to whom I 
_ submitted it; so much so, that many hon- 


. ' orable - member for . Capricornia (Mr. 
' Higgs), the honorable member for 


Maranoa (Mr. Page), Senator Rae, and. 


others = My. scheme took cognisance of 
the fact that a man’s first election might 
p< Dee something in the nature of a fluke, 

and made no provision under such cir- 
cumstances; but if a man were elected 
- a second Parliament he became en- 
seeeh on retirement, to a pension of £60 
oper. annum, or £5 per month. If he 
‘were. elected to a third Parliament, and 
continued to be elected to successive Par- 


£50 per annum in respect of each Par- 
ament, until the pension reached a 
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The CHAIRMAN (the fo we 


I think that. the hon- » 


At one Hine “l evolved a ‘schenie by 


erable members signed © it, including the. 
_ Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes), the hon-- 


laments, he was allowed an increase of 


maximum 0 of £260 per annum, or £5. ek 
i A . _ for eee. ae ae 
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The honorable member for eee 
Monaro (Mr. Austin Chapman). was 


chairman, and I was a member, of the 


Old-age Pensions Commission, and whea — 


taking evidence in Sydney on one occa- — 


sion, an incident was brought before ug 


which clearly illustrates the usefulness of 
making provision by way of pension for 
During the discus- 


days of misfortune. 
sion on the Chief Justice’s Pension Bill 


much was said to the effect that 
men - with “large incomes should 
make provision ie _, themselves, and 
not ask others “go round with 


the hat.”—an edd to which I take ~ 


strong exception. However, one witness 


before the Old-age Pensions Commission 


gave us some evidence in confidence of a. 


case of a man who, at one time, was @ 
very noted figures in sporting ‘circles js oe 
He had a fine stud farm in 
New South Wales, and had won many 
He had sold that stud farm 
for £90,000, and yet, at the time that evie 
dence was being given, he was in receipt _ 
of an old-age pension of 10s. a week from 
I mention this to 
show that, no matter what a man’s posie _ 
tion may be; it is possible that, at a later — 
period in his life, he will get into such 
necessitous circumstances as to make # 


Australia. 


classic races. 


the State Government. 


pension, however small, Marg advan 
tageous. : 
Mr. Fauxiner.—Especially when a 


man has devoted himself to sege affairs 
and not to his own. 


Mr. BAMFORD.-That was the ree : 
ment I used when I submitted my scheme, _ 
and had it fully indorsed by those I have — 


mentioned. Just about that time the 


Bulletin propounded a 


scheme under — 


which every member of this Parliameng — 


was to be paid £1,000 per annum, £600 in © 


cash, the other £400 being placed to hig — 


compulsorily or voluntarily, he ceased to 
be a member. © But neither that hou 
nor my own was indorsed by the Govern-_ 
ment, although I believe that my scheme, — 
at any rate, would receive support were if — 
submitted now. .In regard to the ament> 
ment to the Chief Justice’s Pension Bill — 
that was moved by the honorable member 


fs AK 


credit, and given to him when, either : 


with their services. 
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Mr. Hices.—Is this in order? The 
honorable member is discussing an amend- 


- ment on the Chief Justice’s Pension Bill. 


Mr. BAMFORD.—I had no oppor- 
tunity to speak on the Bill. 

The CHAIRMAN.—The honorable 
member may make a passing allusion to 
that Bill, but cannot deal with it in detail. 


Mr. BAMFORD.—I am merely mak- 
ing a passing allusion to it, and my point 
is that the honorable member for Capri- 
cornia, in submitting his amendment, did 
not attack the principle of pensions, 
merely saying that the proposal was in- 
opportune. 

- Mr. Hrecs—It is a good job it is 
Christmas, or I should object. | 

The «CHAIRMAN (Hon. J. M. 
Chanter ) —Perhaps the Chair is a little 
lenient because it is Christmas; but hon- 
orable members have only an hour in 
which to voice their opinions, and I desire 
to allow as much latitude as possible. 


Mr. BAMFORD.—I shall not pursue 
that line of argument any further, and 
thereby raise the ire of the honorable 
member for Capricornia (Mr. Higgs). I 
should now like to say a word in relation 
to the Commonwealth police. The Act- 
ing Prime Minister (Mr. Watt) has re- 
ferred to Queensland as a place where the 
people know something about this force, 
and what rendered its establishment neces- 
sary. In my electorate there are a few 
of the Federal police, all good men, doing 
good work; and I take exception to the 
action of the Government in dispensing 
There may be still a 
_ few members of the Federal police in the 
electorate, but certainly not more than 
five. These men were offered the posi- 
tions by the Government, and though they 
did not wear uniforms, "they went about 
doing, in some cases, very necessary work. 
Some of them, in order to take up the 
positions, had left other employment, and 


it is known that on their appointment. 


they immediately became marked men 
amongst those in their own walk of life. 


sD he result is that since their services have 


been dispensed with, they are boycotted, 
and cannot obtain ‘employment in the 
wer to which aney had ota been 


Of course, there was immediate troub 


police at the back of the hall 


Sea Oned: In my opinion, the Govern: me 
ment have treated these men very badly. 
As to the necessity for a Federal Police — 
Force, I was told by a military officer of | 
an incident that occurred in Queensland — 
a little while ago. A meeting was being — 
addressed by a number of Industrial — 
Workers of the World men, of whom ere 
two-out of about eleven were British; 3 
and when one of the foreigners made 
remarks of a distinctly offensive charac- “ 
ter, a-man in the crowd called out, ‘You 
are a liar!” A State policeman, who had 
taken no notice of the disloyal utterances i 


-on the platform, immediately tapped this — 


_man on the shoulder, and told him that 
‘if he interrupted the proceedings again — 
he would have to be “taken care of.” I ie 
know that, even if there had been several — 
Federal policemen there, they could not 
have taken any action in the presence - of | aie 
the State policeman, and with the ete is 
entirely in sympathy with the speakers. eg 
In some cases, however, the Federal police ‘4 
have been instrumental in suppressing ae 
and preventing disturbances. In my elec- _ 
toraté there is an hotel called Oassidy’s, 
and not long ago a party of soldiers, every — 
one of them a wounded man, was there ae 
celebrating the armistice. AD strange — f 
crowd of men came in, and commenced to 
“slang-wang” the soldiers, one going br: 
far as to pull a badge off a soldier’s co 


and the wounded men were so ba 
treated that some of them are in hospi 
even to-day. Two or three Federal pol: 

came along, and attempted to do som - 
thing, but their efforts were frustrated by 
a number of boy scouts, who went aroun: 
to the various picture theatres and places” 
of amusement, calling out, ‘‘Diggers, your 
mates are being attacked at Cassidy’ 
This brought every soldier in the place 
Cassidy’s, and the first party of attack 
were very severely treated. 


Mr. McWitt1ams.—Were ther 
State policemen there? 


Mr. BAMFORD.--There are always 
State policemen about, but they tak 
little action; in fact, at one meeti 
mine, where the audience wa 
choruses, in order to interrup 


a 
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If the Federal paler were in greater 
numbers, and better organized, they 
would be able, if not to prevent disturb- 
ances, at least to exercise a restraining 
influence. There is only a small number 
of them, and the expenditure involved is 
‘nothing to cavil at. 

Mr. Sampson.—Will you explain where 
the Federal police did anything in con- 
nexion with the trouble you speak of? 

Mr. BAMFORD.—I said that there 
were only two or three tlre, and that 
they could do nothing. Na 


Mr. Sampson.—Had eee! he influence 
on that occasion? 

Mr. BAMFORD. ay Sai they had 
not, but if they were better organized they 
might effect very good results; and I hope 
the item will be allowed to pass. Honor- 
able members have no idea of the state of 
things up in my electorate. We have 


heard this morning of what has happened 


: rule, have said, 


at Port Darwin; and I am sorry to say 
- there is-a number: of men of the same 
talibre in my district. We have all heard 
of men who, when discussing British 
“TI would justi as soon 


be under German rule.” 


Mr. ConsipineE. — Has the honorable 


is member heard that statement made by 


any one? 


Mr, BAMFORD.—Yes; but not by the 
honorable member. I ae the Treasurer 
not to allow this item to be eliminated 
from the Estimates. 


Mr. CONSIDINE (Barrier) [3. 47]. — 
On page 35 of the Treasurer’s Estimate 
there is an item of ‘‘ Unforeseen expen- 
diture,’’ in respect of which we are asked 
to vote £1 500. Under the same head- 
ing in 1917-18 a sum of £2,500 was 
voted, and the amount actually expended 
was £836, I should like the Treasurer 
to state pater, out of this item, pro- 
vision-is made for the payment of a salary 


of £300 per annum received by a certain 


annum of the taxpayers’ 
pus Beaough he is on the permanent staff of 


man, who is employed at the present 
time in the-Defence Department, but who 
instead of doing any work for it, is en- 
_ gaged in looking after the requirements 
of the Prime Minister’s constituency of 
Bendigo. He is drawing £300° per 
money, and 
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the Defence Department he does no work 
for that Department. 
Mr. Hices.—Was he appointed: by the 


Public Service Commissioner ? 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—No. ~— In the first 
instance he was employed as a tempor- — 
ary clerk in the Prime Minister’s De-_ 
partment. The Prime Minister evi- 
dently had sufficient influence with the — 
head of the Defence Department to ob-— 
tain for this gentleman an appointment 
in that branch of the Service. This is . 
an item of ‘‘ Unforeseen expenditure.”’ — 
Tt could not have been foreseen by hon- 
orable members that a man employed — 
nominally in the Defence Department 
would be in reality looking after the 
constituents of the Hon. William Morris | 
Hughes. He signs himself ‘‘ Private 
Secretary.’’ He is not private secretary 
to the Defence Department, but acts in 
that capacity for the Prime Be who . 
is in England. 


I do not object to the Prime ene | 
or any other member of the Government — 
having a duly appointed private secre- — 
tary. But, in view of the fact that 
Ministerial supporters are constantly 
preaching” economy and demanding re- 
trenchment, it is interesting to know — 
what is being done in this regard. I[ 
have no fault to find with the man who — 
is drawing this salary. The fact that he 
is employed in this way by the Prime 
Minister shows that the right honorable 
gentleman has confidence in him, and be- 
lieves him to be a very capable man. — 

Mr. Wisr.—I rise to a point of order. 
The honorable member is now discussing 
the payment received by a clerk whom he 
says is employed by the Defence Depart- 


‘ment, whereas we are now dealing with 


the Treasury Estimates ? 

Mr. Maruews.—On a point of order, 
I ‘would remind you, Mr. Chairman, that ‘ 
you said you would allow a fair avenue — 
of criticism in connexion with the Trea- 
sury Estimates. 

Mr. Wise.—But members of the Op- 
position objected to any reference being 
allowed to other Departments while the 
Treasury Estimates were being dealt 
with. 

The CHAIRMAN. — It is true that I 
submitted to the Committee the sugges- 
tion that fairly general criticism should 


: BPRES ISK 


eae a 


LGAs “understood ithe — ea 
member for Barrier (Mr. Considine) to 
say that he was dealing with an officer 
-who was acting for the Prime Minister, 
and: desired to know whether his salary. 

‘was provided for under a specific item, 
_ to which he. referred, in these Esti- 
oe _ mates. 

ME; CONSIDINE: 1 oa in the yiew 
vo the Treasurer this officer’s salary must 
have been provided. for under the head- 

nee of ‘‘ Unforeseen expenditure.’’ 

Mr. Wist.—Why does the honorable 
- member wish now to deal with a matter 
relating to a Department, references to 

Sich. on these Estimates, were objected 
to by other members of the Opposition? 
A an. CONSIDINE. —I am not _ refer- 
_ ring to an item in the Defence Estimates, 
I am dealing with an item in the Esti-. 
ee that are before us. 
- Mr. Heoror Lamonp. Ona 
_ order, sir, have you ruled that we are at 
~ Tiberty, in discussing the Treasury Esti- 
- mates, to deal with any matter covered — 
_by the Estimates as a whole? 

"The CHAIRMAN.—No. ; 

Mr. Heoror Lamonp.—Then I submit — 
os the honorable member for Barrier is 
not discussing any item in the Estimates 

mow before us. He has said that this 
officer is employed in the Defence De- 
partment, but is, 
the Prime Minister. The Estimates for. - 
the Prime Minister’s Department have 


ne _ been. ‘passed, and those relating to the. 


Defence Department. have not ‘been 
reached. 
e ~The ‘CHAIRMAN. the omora\sle 


- member for Barrier will-not be in order 
in discussing at this-stage any matter that _ 
does not pertain to the. Department. of 
the Treasury. - That ruling is in ac- 
cordance with the expressed wish of the 
uitnittes: 
sire to deal with other matters, they will 
be able to do so on the Appropriation — 
«Bil, 
Mr. 


ate 7 sf 


leader. I object to the Assistant Minister 
for Defence (Mr. Wise) attempting tc 
throw me off the track or to put words 
ve ae ey: Fee as am Seis ews the > 
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point of 
ment er any of its sfficsre. bu 


in reality, acting for : 


If honorable members de-- 


CON SIDINE.—1 fail to under-— 
oe iad why the honorable member for Illa- | 
_ warra (Mr. Lamond) should be so super- -. 


sensitive in respect of criticism of- his Payers... 


at 


BEC, nine in the . 
ieee cannot ‘cover the solely 


roleenne He says thal a is. 
regular pay-sheet of the Daca - 


ena in and oe ene so, fon salary 


‘The ‘CHATRMAN. The h } 
member for. Barrier was dealing wit 
item of ‘‘ Unforeseen expenditure 
page 35, and I gathered that his inquiry 
was as to whether part of that proposed 


vote in respect of which 
Treasurer 19__ responsible _ was 
paid by way of salary 


official ait or pee Prime 


be in- ree in Hep Di ge 


poe used for the Barpore ‘to oi 


Mr, CONSIDINE. pee 
phe poborehle member must as 


oe: an Gites: ae 
ployed. in the Public Service ti C 
personal work of the Prime Minister 
the representative of Bendigo, and pa 

his salary out of the funds o: 
The people will wa 
ee distinctions are i 
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far our most brilliant-legal men have ac- 
 ¢epted positions as Justices of the High 
_ Court, the fountain head of our justice, 
~ for the sake of the kudos appertaining to 
em; but whether this will be the case 


salary offered. - Owing to the fact that 
our High Court sits in the different. capi- 
tals, our Justices are practically away 
from their homes half the year; and, no 
matter how frugal they may be, seeing 
oe: Shak they are. obliged to live at a fairly 
high rate, their salary i is quite inadequate 


- when _they will be obliged to retire. In 
_ carrying: out his duties, a High Court 


~ gence; and we know that a professional 
‘man is lacking in a certain amount of 
practical knowledge, which is a drawback 
dvantage. © We ought to. provide. our 


sions, so that we may secure the very best 


or ‘briedless. barristers. This is not a mat- 
ter of economy. It is a matter of getting 
__ the very best men to dispense justice on 
our High*Court Bench. If we do not-do 


oes litigants will go past the High Court .. 
» to the Paivy | Council, and we shall be pay- 
s Ing seven second-rate men for doing no- 


Saw 
- 


thing. ‘Everybody ‘in Australia, ‘no mat- 


nary walks of life, cr how thriftless, or 


for men of the highest integrity, intelli- 
- gence, and moral character.on our High 


a if they: have been unfortunate. 


4 When the Estimates are being dealt 
ae wh; the Treasurer should be in the 
chamber. Although another Minister 


8. the Treasurer’ ce eae tee g he is s unable 


Mr. ‘PALKINER. sioner) 80 


; e= In the: future or not is open to a great. 
¥ deal of doubt, because of the very low 


_ for them to make provision for that time 


Ee) Fustae. has to devote the ie of his 
“g attention to very intricate matters, re- 
_ quiring the application of all his intelli- 


to him in seeking to invest his savings to. 


Tigh | Court. Justices “with adequate pen- ~ 
: et zen obtainable. It would be a tragedy 


cs ~ for or Australia if the High Court simply. 
became the resting- -place. for second class- 


ter how worthless he may be in the ordi-’ 
_ how eriminal, is entitled to receive a pen- 


sion at the age of sixty-five years; but. 


Court Bench no adequate provision is” 


ay be in charge of the Committee dur- 


the matters hed ie by honorable 
members. 


Mr. 


Poynton. Lape vasa eae Was 


heen in the chamber from 1170 clock this 
morning until a few minutes ago. — oe 
has ether matters. to attend to. 


Mr. FALKINER.—Of course, I recog 
nise. that he has a lot. of work to attomko 


to, and cannot always be in attendance. — 
N evertheless, when the Estimates are 
being dealt with, a M‘nister should be in 
the chamber whit is able to supply infor- 
mation to honorable members. x 
It is fair to assume that when the Fede 
ral Land Tax Bill was first introduced, — 
very few persons except the then Attor- 
ney-General (Mr. Hughes), who intro- . 


duced it,. knew what it would mean. Mr. a 
McKay, roe first Commissioner of Taxa- 
tion, pointed out in his first report that 
the revenue received from secondary tax iS 


payers—that is to say, shareholders im 
land-holding institutions—did not pay the © 
cost of collection. The Department has — 
an army of clerks endeavouring to bring — 
within the clutches of the Federal land 
tax all those persons who, while not own- 
ing land themselves, hold shares in Dal- — 


Agency. 


gety’s, the Bank of New South Wales, or 
the New Zealand. Loan and Mercantile - 


The valuer, who, by building ~ 


up his department, comes into a higher 
grade in the Civil Service, has every par- 
‘ticular locality valzed, although it is well” 
‘known to practical men that there are : 


‘thousands of. acres in the interior which — 
are all practically of the same value. If 


the value of-one place is determined a 


man can eisily ride. over the. others and 


os a value upon them. _ 
-It seems to be the object of the chee : 
“of Departments to get as much work done 
as is possible. If a person writes to. the 


Deputy Commissioner of Pensions the 2 
Federal member for the district receives 


a copy of the communication, a cony On 

the Pensions Office eom munication, ‘aud a7 

copy of his covering letter. It seers to 
me 2 waste ‘of pievecel labour. bhi 
'. Mr. Hiecs.—The tev copies are Soh 
very useful to members. sa 
Mr. FALKINER.—They are very. ute.) 
fyl to any honoratle member who is not. 
_deing the best-he can for his £12. pens 


tidy ek. 


_ This Gorrependanes merely cee 
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to.a member to help him to dig hiner: 
in well in his electorate. 

Mr. Hector Lamonp.—It. helps a man 
to get justice who cannot get it in any 
other way. 

Mr. FALKINER.—If people cannot 
‘secure justice from any Department the 
head of that Department should be dis- 
missed. A membher’s life is made miser- 


able because of the clerical work he has to 


do, addressing envelopes and forwarding 
correspondence, work which in his own 
office he would intrust to a typist earning 
30s. per week. 


According to one item on the Esti- 
mates, the Commonwealth Bank is paid 
£8,000 for bank exchange from all De- 
partments. As it gets the whole of the 
business of the Departments, to the detri- 
ment of the general public, it ought to do 
the exchanges for nothing. Previously 
the private “banks did it for nothing, and 
seeing that the Commonwealth Bank has 
been bolstered up at the public expense, 
and that it has a vast amount of money 
lying idle to the credit of the Common- 
wealth Government, it should also do this 
exchange for nothing. 


Our note issue is up to its limit, and 
should not be increased any further. I 
understand that £10,000,000 of the gold 
backing does not belong to the Common- 
wealth. Government but has been bor- 
rowed for the period of the war from the 
private banks. In these circumstances 
the interest earned by the notes fund 
should be applied for the purpose of 
building un a gold reserve, so that the 
Government can Say honestly that the 
backing to our note issue is our own, an:} 
is not borrowed. 


Ever since I have been a member of 
this House I have protested against al- 
lowing Commonwealth loan money and 
our ordinary Consolidated Revenue money 
to remain idle in the Commonwealth 
Bank. For the last three quarters of the 
year the deposits in the Commonwealth 
Bank ainounted to about £30,000,000, 
while the advances to the public were not 
more than £8,000,000. I have asked 
year after year why we cannot adopt the 
procedure followed in other countries, and 
allow the loan moneys to remain with the 
private banks who have found them until 


they are required by the Government. 


With SO tien taxation and such a hese 
drain on the private banks and on the 
public for money for war loans, our posi- 
tion soon will be that the private banks 
will be obliged to borrow from the Com- 
monwealth Bank, and pay a high rate of 
interest for the taxpayers’ money, which © 
has been drawn from them and paid into 
the Commonwealth Bank. 

A great deal might be said on these 
Estimates: but time will not allow it. 
Our finances ought .to be looked into by — 
the Treasurer. Particularly should he 
take notice of the money lying idle in the ae 
Commonwealth Bank. Attention should 
be paid to the growing size of the various 
Dep2rtments, and to the number of em- 
ployees in them. When I go into a pub- 
lic Department I can always see half-a- — 
dozen young fellows standing about, 
carrying files of papers tied up with red a 


tape, and chatting away to one another. — 


We should pay our public servants well, 
but we must have an efficient and capable ie 
Service, which does not include one man 
more than is necessary. In regard to the 
High Court, I hope the Treasurer will 
bring forward a Bill to provide for pen- 
sions for all the Judges, so that they may — 
be given that independence which is ee ee 
tial to their high position. Rea 
Mr. FENTON (Maribyrnong) a 16]. — 
The remarks of the honorable member : 
Hume (Mr. Falkiner) regarding the P 
lie Service may be applicable to a f 
men, but it is unfair to make a ge | 


ee hag done good work for the an 
ih do not defend a waster in any de 


women who are, apparent a | 
nothing. * But it is unfair to accuse tl 
of idleness because of what one sees 0 
casual visit. We have no contint 
oversight of them, and it may be ha 
when they are apparently idle they are 
waiting to receive the attention of some 
other officer who is busy. The New Zea: 
land Government has er we 100 


b “ 


Ee the 
quarterly balance-sheet of that institu- 
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=. Goramonwoalth Bank. . The last 


tion shows that £21,000,000 was lying at 
short call. Presumably the bulk of that 


_ money is operated through the branch in 
ey London, where there is more opportunity 
_ for investment at short dates. 


I believe 
that most of it represented deposits on 
eurrent account by Commonwealth De- 
partments. ©The Commonwealth has | 
£18,000,000 lying in the Bank not earning 
one penny of interest for the Government. 

Mr. Poynron.—I drew attention to 


4 that when I was Treasurer. 


Mr. FENTON.—The interest which 
the Commonwealth Bank is getting by 


utilizing that sum ought to be flowing into 


the Treasury. The Government should 


Y take steps to carry out the recommenda- 


tion of the Public Accounts Committee 
that the interest earned by the Bank from 


os _ Commonwealth moneys in current account 
_ should be either paid to the Treasury or 


ieided between 


the Bank and _ the 
_ Treasury. = 
_ Mr. Fatxryer.—In any ase, why 


should money be drawn from the people 


ae before it is required ? 


vn that point. 


‘Mr. FENTON.—There is a Saad deal 
The references of the 


honorable member to the Old-age Pen- 


carried out an economy 


much easier to open, 


sions Office remind me that that office has 
in stationery 
which is much better than the Postmas- 
ter-General’s little green telegram forms. 
I believe that an envelope telegram form, . 
and cheaper and 
better in every way, could be devised. 
Mr. Jowrrr. — The present telegram 
forms are the most economical: used in 
any part of the world. 
Mr. Wesster.—The 
form was not secret. 
Mr, FENTON.—The Old-age Pensions 
Office uses for the acknowledgment of 
communications received a printed sheet 


New Zealand 


_ that can be gummed up and posted. 


Mr. Wessvrer.—lI considered the adop- 


a ‘tion of a sheet like that and found it im- 


practicable. It would be no cheaper 


than the envelopes we are using now. 


Mr. FENTON. — As one who under- 


‘ stands something of paper and printing I 
_ join issue with the Postmaster-General. 


‘ _ JI know that the form used by the Re- 


_patriation Department must mean a sav- 
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ing of hundreds of pounds per annum. 
And why should the Departments con- 
tinue using stamps which represent a 
certain quantity of paper and gum and > 
involve the use of special machines, when 
a stamped form could be used, allowing 
the adhesive stamp to be dispensed with. 

Mr. Wuzsrer.-—That system was con- 
demned in New South Wales fifteen years — 
ago. 

Mr. FENTON.—It is used in some of 
the Departments, and could be adopted 
by others. It would mean an economy 
in printing and paper. Business firms, 
instead of having special stamp lickers on 
the premises, generally send out their 
communications in ‘‘ franked ’’ envelopes. 

Mr. WespsterR.—They take the risk. 

Mr. FENTON.—There is no more risk © 
in connexion with franked envelopes than — 
in connexion with adhesive stamps. —__ 

Mr. Wesster.—Experience contra- 
dicts that statement. cS 

Mr. FENTON. — The Treasurer said 
that he proposes to consult the Governor 
of the Commonwealth Bank regarding a 
reconstruction of that institution. : 
hope that the reconstruction will ke along — 
national lines. T am in favour of an 
amalgamation of the Savings Bank 
branch with the Savings Banks of the 
States, but I do not desire that the busi- 
ness should be handed over to the States 
entirely. The Commonwealth Savings 
Bank has been very well conducted. 

Mr. Poynton.—Would the honorable 
member hand over the note issue to the 
Commonwealth Bank? 

Mr. FENTON.—The Treasury officials 
have done exceptionally well 
nexion with the note issue. If we were 
to hand that over to the Commonwealth ~ 
Bank we should be losing a big revenue- 
earning asset, and we cannot afford to 
do that. At present £1,500,000 is earned - 
in interest on loans under the note issue. 
I trust that we shall have en opportunity — 
of discussing any proposals for the recon- — 
struction of the Commonwealth Bank. 

I understand that £150 is voted by this — 
Parliament every year as a special allow- 
ance to the Government Printer. He 
and the Assistant Government Printer 


_are among the hardest worked public ser- 


vants in the country, but, unfortunately, — 
this payment, which Parliament intends — 


- 


«he Sa 


ig Seo y 


in con- th 
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as an additional reward to those gentle- 
men for the fine services they render to 
the Commonwealth, is seized by the State 
Government and credited to the revenue. 

Mr, Poynron.—Is the honorable mem- 
ber sure that the State Government seizes 
that money ? 

Mr. FENTON.—Yes. Even the fees 
paid to the police for doing Federal work 
are paid into the State revenue. ‘This 
is a mean way of filching the little extra 
allowances that rightly belong to the 
rank and file of the Public Service, and 
I hepe that representations on the sub- 
ject will be made to the State Govern- 
ments by the Treasurer. 

Mr. PALMER (Echuca) [4.28]—I 
find that in the Treasurer’s Department 
twelve new officers have been added to 
the staff at salaries ranging from £535 
dewn to £39. They include a clerk at 
£140, a clerk at £320, an ‘ Assistant 
Commissioner at £535, a special magis- 
trate at £320, a draftsman at £300, a 


That the following Resolution be reported to the House :— 
That, including the several sums already voted for such services, 


chief assessor at £430, a draftsman at — 


£126, and so on. 


created under existing conditions. 
Mr. 
officers less than were in the Postal De- 


partment last- year. 
Mr, PALMER,—I give the Postmas- 


T do not understand 
why these new positions should have been 


WEBSTER.~-I am asking for 860° 


ter-General eredit for having done a good — 
deal>to effect econcmies in his Depart- — 


ment. IT am convinced that the 


crease in the number of public servants — 


has very largely contributed to the ever- 
‘Inereasing expenditure of public money. 


Mr. GREGORY. —I call attention to the 


state of the ‘Committee. [Quorum 
formed. : 
The CHAIRMAN (Hon, J. M 


Chanter ).—The time allotted for the con- ~ 


sideration of the Estimates has expired. 
Proposed vote agreed to. 


Proposed ‘votes. for remaining Depart- 


ments agreed to. 3 
Motion (by Mr. Warr) agreed too 


there be granted to His mi 


to defray the charges for the year 1918-19, for the several services hereunder specified, a sum not 


exceeding £23.624,914. 


THE PARLIAMENT a . 


THE Prime MINIsTER’s DEPARTMENT— .. 
Audit Office—Salaries a 
Audit Office—Contingencies 
Commonwealth Shipbuilding ., 
Commonwealth Line of Steamers 
Commonwealth Shipping Board 
Port Pirie Wharf 


THE DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY— ate 
Treasury—Salaries 


Australian Notes, Bonds, and Stamp Printing Branch 


Refunds of Revenue 
Advance to the Treasurer 


THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT 


THe Home AND TERRITORIES DEPARTMENT— 
Northern Territory—Hotels .. we 


Payable out of 
Loan Funds, 


Payable out of ; 
Bate! oe oe oe . 
special Funds. 

eI Ae £ £2 sas 
é 41,115 i 41,115 — 
.. | 187,177 
- 5,822 
: 19.340 
: 15,590 
13.555 
4.460 
1,239 fh 
187,177 60,006 247,183 
ie 944,984 | y 
x i oe 438 a 
i 14,886 x: 
350,000 ue 
1,000,000 
2.294.984 | «15,324 2,310,308 
ge gana bec} ; 74,582 
542,973 
2 2,110 ie 
"542,973 | 2,110} 645,088 
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Payable out of | 


: Loan Funds 
S Payable out of Trust FF oy Total. 
an Reveue. | “ind other 
special Funds. 
. ee £ See 2 
Tue DEPARTMENT OF DErENcE—MILITARY— 1,605,138 
Aviation Instructional Staff Central Flying School—Pay . ee 22,000 
Aviation Instructional Staff Central Plying School—Con. 
tingencies' - i ae 11,150 
District Accounts and Pay Branch— Pay. a os 14,569 } 
Universal Military Training—(Citizen Forces)—Pay Sa ee Me 100,000 
1,605,138 147,719 1,752,857 >: 
THe D=paARTMENT oF THE Navy— 1,511,771 
Naval Ad ninistration—Contingencies .. an foe ce 4,500 
Permanent Force (Sea Going)—Pay .. me ts os 105,000 
Permanent Force (Sea Going)—Contingencies_ .. ie ae 8,500 
Maintenance of Ships and Vessels ee a ce ai 470.000 
Medical Services : sig 7,000 
Citizen Naval Forces ‘(Royal 4 Australian Naval Brigade)— 
PAY, <: 3 ne 266,000 
Contingencies .. Ae 71,000 
Signal Stations and Examination Services. including Stores 
and Hire of Steamers. at 3 nae ie - 21,000 
Radio Service—Pay ea eg Sas a We 2,500 
Radio Service—Contingencies. . He iS es a - 1,000 
Naval Establishment—Contingencies > .. Ke ec + 9,000 
Naval Dockyard dis me ie Be i a aie 25,000 
Wireless Workshops oe =: = en ee 1,364 
Miscellaneous Services ey a ae be: ve 1,600 ee. 
“1,511,771 | 993,664 | 2.505.436 - 
Taz Department or TRapE and CustoMs—_ 583,215 
Central. Staff—Salaries ri oe het x a. 600 
New South Wales—Salaries ee oN es ies oe 240 
Victoria—Salaries .. oe ae , as aa 750 
Queensland—Salaries Ned a ee a et ee DON 
South Australia—Salaries a ae mes vas 2s 100 
Western Australia—Salaries .. eo i we ae 80 
Tasmania—Salaries’.. Ae &< he Ask ae aU) 
583,215 -~ 2,006 585,215. 
THE DePaARTMENT OF WorKS AND Ramways— 641,789 
Naval Works Staff na 8 A : 32,695 
641,789 32,695 674,484. 
THE *PosrmMasTEr-GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT— 5,075,116 Bh 5,075,116 — 
ee | ig i a ti a i ee ee 
Wark SeErRvices—Payable out of Revenue ris Ros 9.813,536 Ry. 9,813,536 
ie Total uP % es fier a eee oe sao : 1,253,518 | > 23,624,914 
Standing Orders suspended. priation Bill has been passed, it will be 
Motion (by Mr. Watt) propased-—- competent for the Government to shut up 
That the resolution be adopted. shop at once, and not meet Parliament 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [4.33]—I wish again until early next July. We have 
to know when the House will be called. had no proper opportunity to discuss the 
together next year? When the Appro- Estimates, but it would have been useless _ 
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to call for a division against the motion 


for their adoption. 


Even had we had 
the numbers to defeat those proposals, 


nothing would have been gained by doing 


so. I should have liked, however, to 
vote on certain items, such as that pro- 
viding for the Commonwealth police, with 
which the honorable member for Henty 


- (Mr. Boyd) proposed to deal. Then r 
have a sheaf of Defence matters to which 
I should have liked to refer. I have 


complaints of the treatment of parents 
whose sons were killed at the Front, and 
who are receiving pensions of 5s. It was 


impossible, however, to deal with these 


matters when we had but two hours. in 


which to consider proposals affecting the 


expenditure of £44,000,000. The Trea- 


surer will acquit me of having said any- 


| thing that was not apropos to the ques- 


_ good at picking thirds. 


Ministry has 


tion before the Committee, and did not 
concern matters of the utmost import- 
ance, | 


Mr. Hecror Lamonp. — Hansard will 


show how the time allowed for the dis- 
cussion of the Estimates was used. 
Mr. TUDOR.—The honorable member 
“is a champion apologist for the Govern- 


ment, as he has to be. . 
~ Mr. Wart.—No, he has not. 

Mr. Hector Lamonp.—The Leader of 
the Opposition cannot speak three words 
without being personally offensive. 

Mr. TUDOR.—I do not think that I 


have ever referred to the honorable mem- 


ber, except by reason of some interjec- 


tion made by him. No doubt, in the two 


recent election results, he sees the writing 
on the wall. This Government seems 
However, I have 
no wish to be offensive to any one, and I 
apologize to the honorable member for 
anything that may have offended him. - I 
protest against the manner in which the 
gagged the Estimates 
through. 
_ Question resolved in the affirmative. 
Resolution. adopted. 
In Committee of Ways and Means: 
Motion (by Mr. Warr) proposed— 


That, towards making good the Supply 


granted to His Majesty for the services of the 


year 1918-19, there be granted out of the Con- 
solidated Revenue Fund a sum not exceeding 


| /£13,519,774. 


Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 


ae 39].—We have shee received informa- 


7 


as 


[REPRESENTATIVES.] 


to be an exceptionally strong man; but 


_ Government. 


breeds ease aT, in a » British " 


1918-19502 . : i 


tion of what has been described te some 
as a riot at Darwin. Unfortunately the one 
administration of the Northern Territory — ' 
comes witiin the Department of a Minay Mn) 
ister, who, though sprung from a very 
combative race, meets opponents in such 

a way that it is almost impossible to 
assail him as one ordinarily assails poli- 
tical adversaries; because it takes two to 
make a quarrel. The information I have’ : 
been receiving for months past prevented 
me from being surprised at the recent e 
news. 1 have informed the Minister of — 
the situation in the Territory. When — 
Professor Gilruth was appointed Adminis- 
trator of the Territory, he was understood 


strong men must learn that they cannot 
govern by brutal methods, and that, in — 
addition to strength, they must have dis- 
cretion. Professor Gilruth has no dis- 
cretion whatever, and he alone is ea 
blame for the trouble that has occurred. 
It was the outcome of the seething dis- ey 
content which has prevailed in the Terri- ith, 
tory for some considerable time. I in- Re ; 
formed the Minister that the sending out 

of correspondence and telegrams from the 
Northern Territory was being suppressed, — 
and that persons leaving the Territory 
were being searched for letters which ~ 
might contain information of what w 
happening there. Characteristically, he 
spared no trouble to investigate all the 
details, and I must admit that he endea 
voured to prevent what has taken | 


place has occurred, and on him rae fa 
the blame. If the. Northern Territo 
had been ruled by the German Kaiser, 
would not have been ruled more despot 
ally than it has been by Doctor Gilrut 
who has no leaning towards conciliatio 
He regards, and has made, himself 
dictator, censoring all the communi 
tions from the Territory to the Seat 
Such a man does not de-— 
serve the support of his Minister or of the — 
Government. I cannot say that the 
judiciary of the Northern Territory 
corrupt, but, like the Administrator, it 
pig-headed, and has proceeded along sucl 
lines that it has made the people of 

Territory believe that they have no ¢ har 
of getting justice from it. Such | 


once 
a 


Estimates 
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and develops trouble such as has oc- 
curred. It is admitted that the report 
of this trouble was censored, and that the 
newspapers at the Seat of Govern- 
ment were not allowed to ‘publish it. 
_ What can be obtained by suppression of 


aie news concerning the discontent in the 


Territory? Of course, I cannot blame 
the Minister for Home and Territories 
(Mr. Glynn) for the censoring of the 
press reports, because that is not within 
his control; but why does he not assert 
himself and prevent the Minister who 
does supervise the censorship froni exer- 
cising it in connexion with the affairs of 
his Department? Of course, I realize 
that there is such a thing as Ministerial] 
“responsibility, and also international re- 
sponsibility, and that Ministers have to 
acquiesce sometimes in a course of action 
that does not meet with their approval. 
But this interference by one Minister 
with another in such a matter as the 
censorship requires some explanation. 
- Nothing that can take place in the 
Northern Territory today can prejudice 
the safety of the Empire, because, to all 


intents and purposes, the war is now 
_ ever, and to me it is an atrocity that the 
i Minister who controls the Censor’s Office 
should go out of his way to interfere in 


the way I have described.” Such conduct 
O yapht to be condemned, and will be con- 
demned by the public. Personally, I 


have often had to complain about the 
attitude of the press; but even if I myself. 
- were prejudicially affected, I would never 


‘advocate the suppression of any news of 
the kind. 

Mr. MeWirtiams.—What is the use > of 
suppressing the news when it will be in 


“ all the newspapers to-morrow ? 


Mr. MATHEWS.—Of course. 

Mr. Guynn.—When the question was 
asked me to-day I at once informed the 
House as to the circumstances. News 
from the Territory has been ean in 


- some newspapers. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—At any rate, the 
news was suppressed in Melbourne. I 


k 
know that the Acting Prime Minister 


(Mr. Watt) has sufficient worries of his 
own to contend with, but, as head’ of the 
Government, he should have something to 
say, when one Minister can go so far as 
_to suppress the publication of news con- 
corning another Minister’s Department. 


In a time of national or internaianal 
crisis we might understand such an exer- 
cise of the censorship, but by no stretch 
of the imagination can the occurrence at 
Darwin be so described. 

Mr. Brennan.—Is it not a faok thet 

a member of the Government ee : 
the. publication of this news? | A 

Mr. MATHEWS.—It is a fact. : 

Mr. Brennan.—Do we understand that 
the Acting Prime Minister (Mr. Watt) | 
takes no responsibility for this action of : 
the Minister for Defence? A 

Mr. MATHEWS.—I am now  deatne 
with the Minister of the Department, 
who must throw the responsibility on the 
head of the Government. The reason I 
take such a strong line to-day is that I 
previously pointed out the trouble that 
was coming. Lie 

Mr. Guynn.—Not this trouble. 

Mr. MATHEWS.—I assured the 
Minister as to the effect of the exercise of 3 
the censorship. : 

Mr. Giynn.—That was not in con 
nexion with this trouble at all, 

Mr. MATHEWS.—The present trouble | 
is the culminating point of all that has 
occurred in the Northern Territory. The 
main charge is, and has been for some bay 
siderable time, that the Judiciary 
biased. The Administrator is ieolated 
from the rest of Australia, and has com- 
plete control of telegraphs, postal affairs, 
shipping, and so forth, and can suppress 
what information he desires. If he does 
suppress information, he is exercising 4. 
power that he ought not to possess. 

Mr. Guynn.—If you say the Adminis- 
trator does that, you are not correct, for 
he does not interfere with the censor- 
ship. 

Mr. MATHEWS.—I ‘say that the so- 
ealled riot that took place at Darwin «& 
few days ago is the outcome of the Ad- 

-ministrator’s interference with the liber- 
_ ties of the people. He censors everything. 
E Mr. Guynn.—Youw are on another mat- 
' ter now. 

Mr. MATHEWS.—This trouble has 
been led up to by the actions of, not an 
_Administrator, but a dictator. There are 
sthree men in ‘Melbourne who assure ms 
that before leaving the Territory they 


# were searched, in order to insure that 


they did not fetch away with them any, 


My . . Peres 
i 1 ‘ ‘i 


Bstimates : 


ments made by residents; and the postal 
daw has been broken ‘in order that T 
$i might not receive communications from 
the Northern Territory. The magistracy 
- fs a cause of much of the trouble, and 
_ has been so all along. The following com- 


- munication has been received by the 


- Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Tudor) 
from Messrs. McCay and cele ened 
: aolicitors, Melbourne :-— 
Re Darwin Crrenrs—SrEconD LETTER. 
Since writing our first letter of to-day date 


2 you, we have received the following telegram 


from. Darwin:— 


© Sinee my last, two- Het anectated 
ne here, namely, Evans and MacDonald. 
_ Evans is Government Secretary, also holds 
_ various other posts. 
- vernment official 
| keeps the aboriginals enclosure near Dar- 

_ win, also Darwin Point keeper, was con- 
_ stable. Comment in this wire superfluous.” 


as McCay and Thwaites are acting 
on behalf of ie people of Darwin. This is: 
got a Labour party affair, but embraces 
the whole population of the Northern 
eee ‘outside the public officials; in- 
Heed, Imay say that many of the officials 
are with the rest of the community in 
- this matter, but are afraid to assert them- 
— gelves because of their position. The 
| communication continues— poate 
ee you will see by-the telegram, the two new 
justices are both Government officials, which | 
‘makes the position with regard to justices a 
@reat deal worse from the as of. view of 
pur. clients. 
- Bad as the conditions are in these. 
southern centres of civilization, where all 
sorts of favoritism is exercised to place | 
men of a particular political colour in 
power, such appointments and such ad- 
_ ministration as has been experienced in 
the Northern Territory would not be 
j folerated for two minutes. It is useless 
_ fo appeal to the Judiciary, and the par- 
 fisanship of the magistracy is undoubted. 
_ Whatever the private feelings of the pub- 
lic servants might be, they are still pub- 
fic servants, and they ‘do not exercise their 


at the pleasure of the dictator. 
Mr. Gryny. aes do not sit on the 


bench. 
MATHEWS.—I should like to. 


Mr. 
hosts before boise be height some facts in 
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Accs that could prove the cate 
tices of the peace in the Territory. : 


praelnees kena eg is cheese? by 7 


MacDonald minor Go- — 
Protector Aboriginals, - 


“members, and I dare say there ae 


‘people with whom he has for so: long 


functions as magistrates otherwise than . 


one who can forgive and forget. 


visit the Territory. himself, 
ee ss Rpgble. whe are 


connexion Bo the appointy lane 


in the wild political . appointments 
to the magistracy in other parts of 
tralia there is a certain at Be obse 


shall be aT I have presen 
a petition to Parliament on this questi 
signed. by almost the whole populati 
the Northern Territory outside the 
officials, and I have- received ano 
with 251 signatures, objecting | 
whole of the present procedure. 


tory shall lave ahs full contailt of 
money thus received. If I did, Ab sho} 
only make myself ridiculous ; but wem 
remember that these people are 
tralians, like. Kaa adie -and that 


few of us who have not been asked 
who are not willing, to present an 
case that they may submit. They 
of. course, very much, isolated, ; and - 


ay I would, Gob cine even i 
hands full ee over the lives: and wel 


ritory, because hak: is not the 
way of governing a community. 
that a benevolent dictatorship ma: p 
duce even a. better civilization. than | w 
have; but, Baa ok we. 


desires. Professor Gilruth is, of cours 
very—human, with the peculiarities 
weaknesses of humanity, and it is 
- possible for him to rule with justic 


disputing and fighting. What is 
wanted. is a new Administrator, 
put aside the hatreds of the past, f 
is evident that Professor Gilruth is 


suggested to the Minister that | 


“? Y, 


_ other part. of Australia. It is pos- 
sible, ‘in a. community like that. of 
_ Darwin, for persons of all shades.of poli- 
Beal thought to sign such a petition as 
_ that to which I have referred. No doubt 
vit would be signed by hundreds of people 
who would not even dream of voting for 
a Labour man. I am willing to admit 
that there are in Darwin men who, in 
polities, differ as widely as the honorable 
member for Parkes (Mr. Bruce Smith) 


and I do, and that amongst those who take ~ 


— the ‘stand that the Administrator «is not 
administering the Territory in a way 
most beneficial to the Commonwealth 
_. there may be men of extreme views.. The 
Northern Territory is a kind of sink, into 
ne which the money of the taxpayers has for 
years been poured. We must expect large 
_ expenditures to take place in connexion 
with it. 
thought feel that it must be kept white. 
_ It was a kind of vampire, sucking the 
very life’s blood of South Australia, and 
it was because that State had kept ' it 
“white” that I voted for its transfer to 
the Commonwealth. I believed that the 
Commonwealth Government would be in 
a better position to keep it “white” and 
develop it. 
Many Ministers have been condemned 
for their administration of the affairs of 
a a the Territory. I recognise that it is 
fous _ necessary to intrust some one with execu- 


'-and the powers so conferred on the Ad- 

‘ministrator, if rightly used, would be pro- 

_ ductive of much good. We find, however, 

that they have been so exereised as to 

2 ane about chaos. It is time that the 

Government considered. the desirableness 

of removing the present Administrator, 

and of replacing him by some one who 

_ will not be ready to vent his spleen on 
individuals. 

I Rave heard of a Palen. that a 

~ man named Nelson, secretary of the local 


ies _ had induced the people of Darwin to riot 
a few days ago. As a matter of fact, I 
ag during the last few months, received 

ay aa af aa this very man dozens of letters: and 
R telegrams, pointing out what would hap- 


; 2) ha 
Va eae wiles ay 
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aoe Se do not obtain: . any 


and the peculiar jury system in yogue 


People of all shades of political 


tive power in respect of the Territory, 


oe . branch of the Australian Workers Union, 


‘ghie if eh peovements were not made, and 
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under “the conditions imposed by Dr. 
Gilruth. 


he may be sentenced to twenty years’ im- 


wine eat it was Fmpossils to. tee: : 


Nelson will possibly be prose- 
cuted, and if he is tried in the pie 


prisonment, on each of three charges, or 


sixty years’ imprisonment in all, 


Mr. Guynn.—He need not be tried up 
there. 

Mr. MATHEWS.—Having regard oe 
the Judiciary of the Northern Tein 


there, this man, if tried there, will not 
have a chance. Even if he were tried 


down south, no Judge would be likely to 


display any mer cy in dealing with a man 


oe 


suspected of inciting a riot in such << 


community. 
size, however, is that Nelson warned the — 


-authorities dav here that this trotfble 


was coming: He urged that much dis: — 


content would be removed if the people 


The point I wish to empha- 


of the Territory were given representa- 


tion in this Parliament and a jury system ~ 
such as we have in the several States. He 


urged, further, that what was desired was 


a magistracy which would deal out jus-— 
tice, and the decisions of which would 


ministrator. I am satisfied that if what 


% 


“not be coloured by the opinions of the Ad- 


18 taking place in the’ Territory were — 


known in certain quarters, it would be 


said at the Peace Conference that Aus-— 


tralia was tolerating there a form of 
Kaiserism such as even Germany would — 
not allow. 

Even if I were to speak for hours obi 
could not tell in detail of all the pin 


pricks and spear thrusts to which resi- 


dents of the Territory have been sub- 
jected. America was lost to England by 
the blundering of British statesmen, who 
tried to force upon American colonists 
taxation without representation, and laws 
in the making of which they had not been — 
consulted. We should have regard to 
the experience of the Empire, and avoid 
these blunders in connexion with the 
Territory. The Administrator of ey 
Judge Murray, has to deal with even 


more complex questions than those asso- 


ciated with the Northern Territory, but 


although some of the traders may occa-— 


sionally complain, we do not hear of 
any trouble up. there. ‘ae ee es 


tf vs Weerhets 
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assisted by Judge Herbert. 

Mr. MATHEWS.—And by Mr. Stank: 
~ forth Smith. Even if these three men 
gave a wrong decision in regard to any 
matter of importance the people of Papua 

_ would abide by it, because it would be 

> recognised that, even if they had erred, 
they were well- ‘intentioned. 

‘ Mr. Grynn.—Judge Murray is a tip- 

ce. top man, but I have had to deal with com- 

: _ plaint after complaint reflecting on cer- 
‘tain things in connexion with the planta- 
~ tions—complaints that were quite un- 

| _ founded. : 

: _ Mr. MATHEWS:—No doubt; but the 

Minister will admit that whilst there may 

be differences of opinion amongst the 

planters, the traders, and the official and 
_ mi8sionary sections of the community in 

‘Papua under the administration of Judge 

Murray, we do not have any complaints 

of personal spleen such as we have from 

the Northern Territory. I have no per- 

‘sonal feeling against Dr. Gilruth. From 

what I have seen of him, I think he is 

just the sort of man with ‘whom I should 
like to spend an evening over a glass of 
whisky and a game of bridge, but he 

- seems to be temperamentally unfit to ad- 

minister the affairs of the Territory. 


word. I have full confidence in the Min- 
ister, however, and know that he will see 
a that justice is done. I am aware that 
_ hefore allowing certain action to be taken 
in the Territory, he has devoted weeks 
to the consideration of bulky files of 
papers dealing with the matter. © 
_ Mr. Gryyn.—And some of them deal- 
ing with somewhat pettifogging eriev- 
. ances. 
“Mr, 
I know that the-Minister has endeavoured 
to do justice in all cases. So far as the 
ae is concerned, I hope that he will 


aS they have committed a crime. 
The 
(Mr. Atkinson) —Order! The honorable 
e pepe '3 time has Se as 


: Mr. ‘Lamp See: a eae Mae is 


He is a dictator in every sense of the 


ee and not bee any intimidation. h. 
MATHEWS.—I know that, and 


see that the men implicated in it will. 
-¥eceive justice, even if he considers that 


‘TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN 


censored in regard to Northern Ter 


af avery, esta me hs 


Melbourne Ports (Ot Mathdray ig? 
fectly well-intentioned, I car not allow the 
remarks made by him to pass without 
offering some comment. He has led the 
Committee to assume that the emeute, at 
particulars of which were. telegraphed t Bi 
me ou Wednesday last, was foreshadowed 
in telegrams received by him and others 
and shown to me. One oR these > eee 


was ales a ee is hedarenon to Tee 
sent ta the honorable member foros 
aoe ANE Hage) from which it: oe 


eae that the price of bottled. beer had 


honorable member for Maranoa. go e 
such Suu it was gmk: fon eee 


in the PAT Shoe Toritory What 
would be said of a Minister if he recog- 
nised as a cere ground 10% a so 


Lawak 
EY Rey 


session on the Adunintetvetion by 2 
forces of the mob—the complaint that - 
ee of bottled beer had been raised 

6d. to 1s. 9d.2 TI telegraphed that 
fice was to be determined on it 


was Hkely ae occur in Hie: Territory. 
happened on Wednesday last. ho 
was practically an attempt by cet 
loaders of the crowd to supersede the 
ministration. We could not allow 
sort of thing to go on, however de 


lines of reason and common sense. 
Mr. MaTaews.—Why was the 


matters ? ee gee 
- Mr. QLYNN. —T should be very 


(ok ape 
% oe Pie Applic eins were nabs 
lished. So far as I know. all such_mes- 
: sages are published, although the honor- 
able member who watches over the affairs 
of the Territory with the constancy and 
credit: of a direct representative, has often 
told me of complaimts as to administra- 
_ tive interference with communications be- 
tween Darwin and Melbourne. As a 
matter of fact I find that even the ordin- 
ary letters of the Department are some- 
_ times delayed in the post for some days. 
_ These_delays are not due to the inter- 
% piorenee of the Administrator. z 


. ‘All these complaints, in cases of a petty 
y iste: have to be inquired into as if 
the very future of the Territory de- 
pended upon them. There have been a 
series of complaints to deal with. Com- 
plaint was made in regard to the man- 
_ agement of the hotels, and a depart- 
mental Board was appointed to inquire 
into. it. I went through the report and 
_ the evidence taken by the Board, and 
could not say that its finding against the 
complaint was unjust. The honorable 
member has referred to the work of the 
Administrator. Dr. Gilruth has a very 


difficult task. 


is ah an 


deal of direct knowledge of cattle. and he 
s a man of exceedingly acfive tempera- 
ment and of admitted ability. He has 
Gales in the circumstances, his best to 

meet. the somewhat rather difficult eondi- 
- tions. We cannot hope for success at 

-onee, or in all things perfection; 

there has been evidence of probable suc- 

@ess in lines in respect of which much 
‘ condemnation was heard not very long 
ago. Oek or instance, the Mataranka Farm, 
a test station, is practically a success, and 
the Oenepelli Compound, according to a 
report which I recently gave to the 
_ papers, is able to show a profit. The 
ied breeding of cattle there has been a suc- 
cess, pend dairying has also been successful, 
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The honorable member for Melbourne 
Ports has made some reference to the 
Courts. What evidence is there that 
there is anything seriously wrong with 
the Judiciary of the Northern Territory? 


Mr. Matrarews.—tThere is the evidence 


of a petition which I presented from — 
practically the whole of the people of — 


Darwin, excepting foreigners, who were” Bee 


not allowed to sign it. 


Mr. GLYNN.—Most of the soiree 
that have recently reached me 
been directed against particular incidents — 
that have occurred in the local Court, 
and not in the Supreme Court of the 
Territory. The other day there was 
sent to us by the Darwin Town Coun- 
cil a resolution couched in such terms. 
that a Minister would have bene 


justified in ignoring it altogether. It : 
Mal- Oe 


in effect, that Mr. 
lam, a_ solicitor, complained that. he 
was handed a jury list which was 
invalid—this jury list related, not to 
the Supreme Court, but to the iced? 
Court. As a matter of fact, the two lists 


was stated, 


-in material lines are substantially iden- — - 


tical, so far as the names appearing on 
them are concerned.. On going into the 
matter I ascertained that Mr. Mallam ap- 
plied for this list five or six days before” 


the Court sat, but he got the Local Court x 


list—the rotation of which was somewhat 
irregular—instead of the Supreme Court 
list. A day or two afterwards, I under- | 
stand, he was informed of the fact, and if 
he had wanted a Supreme Court list he 
could have obtained one. wy 

Mr. Matnzews.—Why did he want the ae 
jury list? eh 

Mr. GLYNN.—Simply for the purpose” i 
of chal'enging jurymen, I suppose. As ~ 
everv lawyer knows, he could have ap- 
pled for a Supreme Court list and ob-— 
tained it, but he evidently preferred to 
go into the Court, challenge the jury list, 
and upset the whole panel. Complaint” 
was made immediately, and this has been — 
one of the causes of disaffection among 
some of the people of Darwin. I merely — 
give this as an instance of some of the 


matters upon which Ministers are com- 


There’ : ; e 


pel'ed to spend valuable time. 
was a similar complaint, by some former 
dvellees in those regions, in regard, to 


have z | 


ns 
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eho. Macdonnell aes 


‘was made that was not sustained. The 


finding of the Judge was apparently jus- 


_tifled. 

The Hoharabla member must not assume 
that the Administrator is anxious to 
‘remain in the Northern Territory.. He 
had been asked to remain there. : 


ABs at ‘Matonry.—He was down here for 
- eight months. 


Mr. GLYNN: _"That is true; but I 


thought it was only right, in the circum- i 


stances, to ask him to return to the Terri- 
_tory for the duration of the war. He-con- 
sented to do so. I have not discussed’ 
_ the point with him, but I do not think 
he is very desirous of meena in his 
present position. 


Mr. ‘Maruews.—It would be heather 


. if he were put away. 


- general. 
_ Australia and the local 
apparently éxists between the Adminis- 
_ trator and the men at Darwin. 


Mr. GLYNN.—He will not be put away 
because of the general allegations in regard 
to his past having been justified. Last 
Wednesday about 500 men assembled 
outside his residence, and asked him to 


~ geome outside and nddeces them. He was 


asked to give an account of his five years’ 
‘administration or be prepared to leave by, 


: ti td f th 
a steamer departing next day for the the imported article, and thee is 


South, and remain out of the Territory 
of which he was an Administrator until 
a Royal Commission had inquired into 
his past administration. . Of course, he 
refused to do so. Subsequently, after he 
addressed the men for about twenty 
minutes he was assaulted = en geked 


down. 


“Mr. ne —Was that request put 


forward by the local ‘ Soviet ”?? 


Mr. GLYNN.—There was a body of 


about 500 men there,~and, according to 
a telegram, the orders were given by. 


some of the leaders of the unionists, 
the very men that are not always in 
_ harmony with the societies down here of 
. which they are supposed to be members. 
* The same discord seems, at times, 
to an extent, to exist “between. the 
secretary of the union for 
secretary as 


That will 
_ give honorable members an idea as to the 


Merits: of some of the ein aint that 
a thave: ee ee fore 


en t Hlegation ; 


landed in Melbourne, Sydney, or 


are not anxious to make a pro: 


~£1,600,000 worth of raw material, 


one ton of fruit into jam, but w 


Government do not wish to ma be 


duced in Australia, 


ers 


—TI would like the Government 
consider the sugar question _ in it 
cation to the jam-making indust1 
is fully recognised “How that the pro 
tion of sugar for the present ye 
equal to the requirements of At 
and that at least 25,000 tons 
must be imported. This sugar 


for about £15 or £16 per ton f.o. U 
the Government are charging the jam 
manufacturer £27 per ton. — 


the jam-making industry? In the limitec 
time at my disposal I shall give a fe 

figures in regard to jam productio hy 
1915 there were 128 factories in Austra 
engaged in the manufacture of ja: IS a 
jellies, employing 4,393 persons, dis 
buting £326,440 in wages, purch 


having an output. valued at £2,417,000 
It takes one ton of sugar to manu 


value of apricots, peaches, plums. 
about £7 or £8 per ton the suga: 
to the jam manufacturer by the Cot 
wealth Government at a price : 
four times as great as the duty “pale on 
: . 
equal in value to the cost of the 

utilized in the manufacture, — 


ists and the packers have jects 
upon to pay increased wages. 


profit on the sugar which ca 


of dheat £15 or ¢ £16 per ton f. ob 
should they charge £27 per ton 
We are not dealing with the sugar 
In this cor 

we are dealing with sugar that 
imported to make up for the | 
in the local production. But 
vernment will not allow the man 
to import sugar for the 
They prefer to import it and, appare 
make a profit of £10 per ton, ‘inc 

the duty, out of it. I ask some | 
to make a note of these facts 


be driven. off the orchards ¢ 
have spent thon: sags € 


oh Mr. Glynn and Mr. Groom do prepare 
and a ing in a Bulb to Corry. out the ee 


} Te € Committee. Bi 
aoe Bill. . 
My. TUDOR (Yarra) [5.27].—We have 
bwo. and a half minutes in which to 
discuss _ a Bill containing 268 pages 
and authorizing an- expenditure of 
12,774” covered by clause 2, and 
24, 914. covered by clause 3. 


votes. There were many matters 
om discussing, particularly in regard to 
Defence and Postal Departments, I 
ed to get any reply to a question I 
bmitted in reference to the training of 
ed soldiers. I pointed | out that 
‘Department. of Repatriation had 
to appoint committees of employ- 
d employees to value the work done 
by those returned men who have been 
acre in various factories, and 
though the organizations had ap- 
ted their representatives, the commit-_ 
tees had not been called together. If we 
can interest the fellow employees of these 
ed men in this way we may pos- 
e able to give them the best of’ 
_ training. The scheme has everything in 
it avour, but although the representa- 


August last, so-far no word has come 
m the. Departments. It was asserted 


“instead of 40 per cent. “of these 


at 
. As the position is now, 


— are Peace: per cent. 


a “fell we were dealing with the Tied. 


which honorable members were ‘prevented ' 


y 


ves_of the organizations were appointed | 


letter I quoted—and 1 believe the- 
satement is true—that the value of the 


Council on the committee in this. State, 


- patriation. 


ter will be placed upon a proper Lasis. 


to make available an amount from 


each in the case of females. 


| 1918-19. os 


Mr. cov ae ‘The honorable ER 
said that some of the unions were to | 
to returned soldiers... = 


“Mr. TUDOR.—No, that statement is 
mot correct; on the other hand, 
they have appointed. representatives to. 
act on these-committees. Mr. Bradshaw 
was representative of the Trades Hall 


which resigned the other day. The or 
ganizations are far from being hostile 1 
the returned soliders; they are very anx 
ous to do the best they can for them; 
but they have not been called togethe 
and the Minister who represents the Mi 
ister for Repatriation has not said a wor 
about the matter. 

Mr. Gaoom.—I have already iaken 
steps-to report to the Minister for Re 


Mr. TUDOR {YT trust that the ae 


The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN 
(Mr. Atkinson)—The time. eet fo 
the debate has expired. . 

Bill reported without amendment, cand 
report adopted. . as 

‘Bil read a third time. a 


BONUS TO PARLIAMENTARY 
, SERVANTS. — | 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W.- Elliot Sen 
Johnson).—As already intimated, I ~ 
have had under consideration for — 
some time the granting of a small 
bonus to the lower-paid employees of — 
this House. The Treasurer has agreed 
‘his. ts) 
Advance Account, which will enable me 
to pay. to cleaners and messengers. who 
have dependants, and are in receipt of 
less than: £204 per annum, a bonus of — 
£10 each in the-case of males, and £5 
This bonus. 
is not to be regarded as a precedent; it-1s_ 
granted in recognition of the unusually 
high cost of commodities during the last 
twelve months, owing to war conditions. 

Mr. Tupor.—Will the ce Par 
ticipate? a 

Mr. SPEAKER.—I am referring Gare 
only those officers of the House ‘over : 
whom 1 have direct control. The gate 
dens are controlled by the Joint House — 
Committee, of which the ‘Preaidens of the 


Ate 2 
fis 
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Senate is Chairman. Quite recently, on 
account of war conditions, the gardeners 
received an increased rate of pay. 


WAR SERVICE HOMES BILL. 
Szrcoonp READING. 


Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs—Minis- 
ter for Works and Railways and Acting 
Attorney-General) [5.35].—I move— 


That this Bill be now read a second time. 


The Bill covers a promise made some 
time ago by the Minister for Repatriation 
(Senator Millen), when he stated that the 
- original Act was not to be regarded as 
the last word upon repatriation. He 
still had under consideration various pro- 
_posals, and amongst those was a scheme 
for the building of homes for returned 
soldiers and sailors. The necessity for 
this Bill arises from the fact that it is 
exceedingly difficult at the present time, 
particularly in New South Wales, to ob- 
tain dwelling-houses. The object of the 
measure is really to provide homes and 
acquire land for homes, in contradistinc- 
tion to what may be termed the land 
settlement portion of the repatriation 

policy, although it is quite possible under 
this scheme to acquire a home, sur- 
rounded by a small area of lage, which 
may be of some assistance in making the 
burden of life easier to the returned 


soldier. The general application of the 


scheme will be to all returned soldiers, 
sailors, and nurses. The measure will 
. apply only to such soldiers as are defined 
as “eligible,” and as the home idea 
is the vital principle in the Bill, an 


eligible person is defined as an Australian 


soldier who satisfies the Commissioner 
that he is either married, is about to 


marry, or has dependants for whom it. 


is necessary for him to maintain a home. 
Others who may benefit are the female 
dependants of soldiers, and they are de- 
fined as being the widow of an Australian 
- soldier, or, in the case of a deceased. Aus- 


tralian soldier who was not married, his. 


mother, provided that she is a widow 
and was, prior to the enlistment of the 
soldier, dependent upon him, or that her 
husband is so incapacitated as to be unable 
_to contribute materially to her support. 

_ In regard to the general scheme of ad- 
ete it is PSU Sore to appoint 4 


tion that land, or land and buildi 


ter, should ‘be eu | for thee 
ministration of the Act. He is to I 
office for a term of seven years, 
sean of £1,500, and he will be remov- 


set out in the Bill. iyi provisions ir 
cate the character of the person wh 
desire to get for this position. He 
be a man of high qualifications, becau 
large Saye eae are {0 be, ahs: 


the “Oona one or the vacancy 0 
office. The staff will not be governe 
by the provisions of the Public Servi 
Act; that is to say, officers will be 
pointed to hold office during ple: 
only. Civil servants, however, who 
be appointed to assist in the work 0: 
Commissioner will have their right 
members of the Public Service pre: 

Lt.-Colonel” Assorr.—Will the 
missioner’s office be a branch of the 
patriation Department? 

Mr. GROOM.—It will be a separate 
branch, working under the Minister for 
Repatriation. There will still be the Con 
troller doing the general administrative 
work of the Department of Repatriation, — 
but there will be also the Commis 
appointed under this measure to ¢a 
out this housing scheme. The Co 
sioner will be expected to utilize the 
ing agencies of the Commonwealth 
the States wherever possible, in or 
avoid duplication and unnecessary 
pense. The first power of the Co 
sioner will be to acquire land for th 
pose of erecting homes. The land m 
acquired from private owners, of, 
the consent of the Minister, any | 
land of a State may be acquired, 
land acquired may be vacant land, 0 


Very wide aieneoharine powers are 
to the Commissioner, but there is ais 


een dine: £5,000 in value shall the Mae 


War Service | 


nee 


“erection of dwellings, he may call for 

tenders or have the buildings constructed 
in any way that he thinks advisable, but 

the total cost of any dwelling-house 

erected or acquired, together with the 
ea land, ignnot to. exceed, £7000..0 The 
3 “Commissioner may ascertain that in 
some suburb a large area of land may 
_ be acquired, and he will have authority 
to purchase the land, subdivide it, and 


erect dwellings phereon, either on Apt: 
cations made or in anticipation of appli- 
_ eations. In some of the more populous 
_ centres, such as Sydney and» Melbourne, 
_ the Commissioner may find it cheaper, 
when he knows there is likely to be a 
- number of applications in excess of those 
already received, to let a contract for the 
erection of a number of cottages, and to 


Th cae 


bee: obtain all his ee materials on a 


Prt Colonel ale as — This really 


Commissioner is given power to sell to 
any eligible person who is not the owner 
of a dwelling-house within Australia or 
elsewhere. This scheme being for the 
benefit of returned soldiers, and such 
female dependants as come within 
the definition, the Commissioner can 
© ‘sell. only to them. The sale will be 
! upon prescribed terms, and the price must 
not exceed the capital cost to the Com- 
missioner of the dwelling-house and the 
Se land. The land may be sold either with 
or without a deposit. If the soldier or 
_ sailor is able to pay a deposit there will 
be a transfer of the land and the building 
to him, subject to a mortgage to secure 
the balance of the purchase money. If 
he has no money with which to pay a 
deposit there may be a sale of the land 
- to him, Fut it will be in the form of a 
_ lease-purchase agreement, the title re- 
_ maining in the Commissioner. The land 
will be leased on a weekly tenancy, for 
which a rental will be charged sufficient 
‘to cover interest at 5 per cent. of the 
capital cost of the property, insurance, 
rates, if any, repairs, and such sum to- 
i ‘wards the reduction of the purchase 
_ money as the Commissioner may think 


‘i - 
Rae 
he 
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Mr. Brucre.—How repayments shall be 


made will be at the absolute discretion sas 


the Commissioner ? 


Mr. GROOM.—Yes, as to the ne Ae 
and amounts. It will depend on the 
nature of the home. | 
scale, and tables will be prepared in the ~ 
usual way. When a sum equal to one- 
fifth of the purchase money has been ~ 


paid, a transfer to the purchaser may be 


effected, and the land will be vested in " 
him, subject to a mortgage. 


the estate, subject to this mortgage. 


The @ommissioner has power to ad- — 


vance money to eligibles within the defini-— 
tion. 
of erecting a dwelling-house on land © 
owned by a soldier or sailor; or to pur- — 
chase land and erect a dwelling-house on 
it; or to purchase a dwelling-house, to- — 
gether with the land on which 


house owned ky the soldier or sailor; or 
to enlarge a house owned by him; orto as 
discharge any mortgage, charge, or en- 


cumbrance already existing on such a 


heuse. The money horrowed must be : 
expended upon the property on which it 


is advanced, and on which it will be a 4 


first charge. 


Mr, Jowerr. — Could a man get an 
advance upon a home which was unen- 
cumbered and use the money in his sae 
ness ? 


Mr. 
are given only to help soldiers and sailors 
to acquire homes. Assistance for the 
carrying on of a business must be applied 
for under the general scheme of ropes 
tion. 


Lt.-Colonel Assotr.—If a soldier ree 
# home and dispossesses himself of it, 
will he be debarred from taking advan- 
tage of the provisions of this measure? — 

Mr. GROOM.—The intention is that — 
every soldier and sailor shall have an — 
opportunity under this Bill to get a home. 
Suppose a man has got into difficulties, 


and has had to sell a home acquired inde- — 


pendently of this scheme, there is nothing ~ 
to prevent him from applying to parti- — 
cipate in its benefits. Under the Bill, — 
however, money can be borrowed only ‘for. A 
the purpose of making a home. 


There will be a 


He will | 
thus become the registered proprietor of — 


Advances must be for the purpose 


it 18 
erected ; or to complete a partially- -erected oe 


GROOM. — No; these advariees 


ease of a man possessed of a farm who 
_ wishes to erect a dwelling- house on it? 


Mr. GROOM.—A man possessed of a 
“lent acres can apply for a loan for the 
erection of a home on his land, but it is 

- intended to keep this scheme quite apart 
from the land settlement scheme. 


~The advances may be. made in. instal- 


- ments, and their purposes are determined 
_ by clause 23. 
not make an advance unless he is satis- 
fied that the dwelling-house in respect 
of which, or for the purpose of which, it 


jis applied, is intended to be used by the 


applicant as a home for himself. and his 

dependants, and that neither the appli- 

cant nor his wife, should the, applicant 

be married, is the owner of any other 
_ dwelling. 


‘The conditions of the advance are speci- 


+ fied. 
fied that the house, when erected, will be 
a substantial dwelling, and that the plans 
end specifications comply with the pre- 


a 


scribed conditions set out in the regula-. 


tions, and. the plans and ‘specifications 
must be approved by him. 


ing regard to the locality in ‘which the 
ee house is proposed to be erected, the risk 
is a reasonable one for. him to undertake. - 
In all cases. where advances are made, 
there must be a mortgage executed to - 


‘There. are certain “general cold ions. | 


ah apply both to sales and to advances. 

In the first place, the Commissioner is not 
- hound. to make a sale or advance to every 
| eligible person. 
vance, or executes a contract of sale, he 
- is to be satisfied that the returned soldier 
er sailor has a reasonable prospect of 
_ eariying: out the terms of the contract, or 
_repaying the advance. That is an or- 
- dinary proper business precaution. 
terms of repayment which are applicable 
to mortgagees and-to sales, may be made 
either” weekly, fortnightly, ‘or monthly. . 
They will depend entirely on the terms 
contained in the contract of sale or 
_ governing the advance. Where a dwelling 
sh Ppouse: is = sek or stone, oe material 


Ne oa = Déee ne ‘Bil cover tis 


The Commissioner can- 


The Commissioner is to be satis- . 


‘Further, the — 
- Commissioner must be satisfied that, hav- : 


‘missioner, . 


: secure it, and the property must be un- 
encumbered by any previous ee or 


Before he makes an ad- 


The 


eee wooden building is: ee 
twenty years. The life, ‘fons ins 
a mized. wood and stone, or 


to be. ed at the distretion of hee 
missioner, but. 1s not to excee 
seven years. pe 


Persons, on making. 


deposit. hea interest; and the ? 
lated interest will be taken into a 

in the final settlement. 7 f in- 
terest is not to exceed 5 per cel 


ae. 


the" property in respect of wale 
owing must be kept in good and 
able repair, to the satisfaction 
Commissioner, who, should ‘the re 


But as in pee 
find it necessary to move about | 
deal, the Commissioner is empowere 
permit sub- letting. It may be 
sirable to exercise such a power ca 
where a man finds that he ha: 
his home to go elsewhere to gi 

Mr: Lister. — Would such a 
saad ro Pe fore ass: 


eyien a-man has paid off the i 
vanced to him? 3 


Mr. GROOM. — The Com 


“mortgage remains unpaid, ‘ther 
on the right of transfer. - 

Sir Ropert’ Best. Can. a 0 
at See tare 


: : War Se ervice a 
Mad) ‘GROOM.—Yes. 
land or dwelling is subject to the contract 
of sale, mortgage, or other security, the 
tra ransfer will not have any force or effect. 


urse, as I say, the Commissioner has 
_ done with him. At the same time, there 
are some transfers that will take place by 
_ the operation of law, where a man goes 
‘ insolvent, or dies, and the property de- 
_ scends. In addition, a man may arrange 
with the Commissioner to transfer his 
land t6 an eligible person, but he will not 


i scribed conditions or in cases of. hardship. 
‘Mr. Lecxre.—lIf an eligible man in the 
city desires to go to the ute may an 
exchange be made? 
Mr. GROOM:—TI am sure the Com- 
missioner will facilitate any arrangement 
sf the kind, 
When it is the case of a “proposed trans- 
_feree who is not eligible, and it is within 
five years after the making ofs.the ad- 
vance, if it is proved to the satisfaction 
of the Commissioner that the refusal 
thereof would induce great hardship, the 
Commissioner may consent to a transfer ; 
ut after five years consent to the trans- 
er is under such conditions as are pre- 
scribed. ; 
os As regards default, in a case. ‘where it 
s a matter of three months, the Commis- 
3 oe has power to sell; but I wish hon- 
_ orable members -to bear in mind that 
there is a relief clause in the latter part 
_ of the Bill. 
missioner, in cases of hardship, to extend 
the period under such conditions 
terms as he may think fit for the pay- 
_ tients required under the Act. 
eee very proper clause, enabling relief to 
Le: given. 


: Insurance of the property is csauiad. 
2 By” clause 38, the purchaser or borrower 

ese has to take out a policy, and it is proposed 
i that the Commissioner shall have his own 
insurance fund. Fi is believed that there 
will be « sufficient number of persons and 
homes under the Act to justify a fund 


of the kind being established. : 


. For the purposes of the scheme a special . 
fund known as the War Service Homes — 


- rust Fund is to be created. It will be 
_ supported by the sums of money which 
eore Ae loans under Acts to be passed 


me) Decenoer, | 1918.) 


‘So hea as any - 


a man has paid for bis land, then, of | 


in payment of 


_the Commissioner and staff, and all othe: 


‘be allowed to transfer except on pre- payments, 


so long as it is bond. fide. - 


Clause 44 enables the Com- 
and 


That is 
ore as that proposed by the Bill. 


State institutions. it is prope Aha age = 


ay A 
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by Parliament on time to time; ae cer- 


tain moneys which are to be appropriated — 
out of revenue and paid into the fund; 
re-purchase moneys realized in cases. 
where the . Commissioner sells pro- 
perties; and any moneys received 
loans. As against — 
that’ fund there will be debited all 
those moneys which are paid out for the | 
purpose of acquiring land, for loans eye ae 
way of advances, or expended on the erec- 
tion uf buildings and on the salaries o 


excepting those relating tom 
surance. 


In conclusion, I wish to refer ion ‘one 
other clause. I may say incidentally, 
however, that the Bill refers to the 
Northern Territory, and the Commis- 
sioner is enabled to deal with leaseholds 
in accordance with the Territory Ordi- — 
nances. I particularly desire to call at- 
tention to clause 49, which indicates one 
of the most important methods by which 
the Commissioner proposes to carry out 
the Act. That clause provides— - 


1. The Commissioner may with the coneene 
of the Governor-General arrange with any 
State Savings Bank or any other aeeatee § “e 
institution to provide homes for or make ad- 
vances to eligible persons upon such terms a 
and conditions as are agreed between the Com- a 
missioner and the bank or institution. 

2. Particulars of every. such. arrangement 


shall be laid before both Houses of the Par-- 


liament within thirty days after the making of 
the arrangement, or, if the Parliament is not 
then sitting, within thirty days after the next 
meeting of the Parliament, 


Several of the Savings Banks have now 


already in existence staffs which are en- — 


gaged on an exactly similar class of work 

‘Instead of | 
setting up staffs, wherever it is possible to 
take advantage of the experience of those _ 


Commissioner shall do so. 


By way of illustration, the. Minister. on Bee 
Repatriation (Senator Millen) has given — 
in his remarks in the Senate one 
or two illustrations of how the Lhe s 
of-repayments will work. In the case of — 
a £600 brick house, with a life of thirty- — 
seven years, the scale of repayment works — 
out at 13s. 6d. per week with rates and 


“insurance, and, with a twenty-six years’ — 


period, at 15s. 4d. A wooden Houseas one is 


ices War Service. 


"£500, will work out at about 15s. per 
week. 

Mr. Consipive. oe Meares 18s, 6d. 
for a brick house? 


‘Mr. GROOM.—The honorable member 
will see that in the case of the wooden 
house the period is twenty years, whereas 
in the case of a brick house it is thirty- 
seven years. 


Mr. Roperrs.—A house at £600 or 
£700 built now will, two years hence, be 
altogether a different proposition. 


Mr. GROOM.—The men will require 
houses immediately, and the Commis- 
sioner must do his best with the material 

at his disposal; the mere fact that timber, 
and so forth, will be cheaper two or three 
years hence is no justification for not 
assisting the men as soon as possible. 
How many will take advantage of the 
‘scheme it is impossible to forecast. There 
are about 70,000 soldiers here already, 
“and there are to come from 180,000 to 
900,000. A great many of the men are 
‘single, and some are married with fami- 
lies, while a certain proportion have 
“homes already, and no doubt there will 
be others who do not desire to have homes. 
Many have been killed, but their depen- 
_ dants are here, and we may have to pro- 
yide homes for them. | 
Mr. Constpinz.—I suppose the pro- 
vision of homes is EEN of whether 
men are married or single? 


Mr. GROOM.—The homes are for 
those who are married, or are going to be 
‘married, or who have dependants for 
whom it is necessary to provide homes. 

z Mr. Consrpinz.—Is there any specific 
time in which a man must be married? 

Mr. GROOM.—I think the Commis- 
sioner will be able to get sufficient satis- 
a factory evidence to satisfy him on that 
point; at any rate, that is a matter of 
detail, which J can hardly discuss on the 
second reading. 

Mr. - Livineston.—To have to pay 
18s. 6d. per week will be hard on many of 
p BS men. 


i 
: 


4 L paying rent for a corresponding house, 
: _ for it means only 5 per cent. on the out- 


Make 


- eee Ba ee 


Mr. GROOM.—It will be cheaper than 


purchase houses already ‘erected? | 
Mr. GROOM.—Yes; the Cormuiesions 

has that power, but ‘the limitation is 

£700 for the individual home. I submit ou 


on the statute-book before we rise ie 
Christmas. 


blem of the Commonwealth. 


Debate (on motion by Mr. Tupor) 
journed. 


SHIPRUILDING BIL 


Bill presented, and (on motion by M pes 
Poynton) read a first time. ee 
Mr. Tupor.—Do I understand thai 
there is not the slightest intention of tr 
ing to pass the Bill before we rise? 5 
Mr. Poynton. —No. ae 
DECEASED SOLDIERS’ ESTATES ; 
BILL. 


such cases, the. practice of the 
ment has been to follow the provision 


perial measure, so far as it is one 
applicable. We have been in the a , 


to be next of kin. Where there has k eer 
some doubt, the practice has bos ) 


Deceased S oldiers’ 


soldiers’ estates; but, even in these. cases, 
the Curator eidhe Public Trustee has 
asked - us for indemnities against any mis- 
Boies that might‘ be made in paying over 
to the Danaher pies on the information we 


supply. 
~ Mr, Fenron.—Will this Bill apply in 
every case? 


Mr. WISE.—No; only in cases when 
we deal with the estates, or ask the State 
officials to deal with it. Of course, in 
_ cases where the wife or next of, kin has 
thought fit to take oufletters of adminis- 
_ tration in the State where the deceased 
was domiciled at the date of death, no 
_ ~ trouble has arisen; but, in many cases in 
_which we have endeavoured to avoid ad- 
ministration, and have handed over small 
amounts of money and personal effects, we 
have subsequently found ourselves called 
upon to make good claims made under 
wills subsequently found. In other cases 
_ where we have asked the Curator to ad- 
minister, he has called on us under our 
guarantee to refund to him amounts 
the has paid over when _ subsequently 
claimed by executors under wills. In 
one case, we paid over, I think, £60 
odd to a widow, believing her to be the 
next of kin and the only person entitled, 
and twelve months after, a _ trustee 
- company proved a will in which the 
-.money was left to the deceased’s father. 
He made a claim on the’ Curator, who 
called on us to pay under our indemnity, 
and we had to do so. The object of 
this Bill is to clear up any doubt as to 
the Imperial Regimental. Debts Bill being 
applicable to the whole of the Dominions, 
and also to enable us to deal wholly and 
solely with the military estates of de- 
ceased soldiers. 
Bill that— 


“Military estate’ means— 


(i) pay, allowances, or other money due 
to a member by the Common- 
wealth; and 


Gi) personal property or effects in the 
care, control or custody of the 
military authorities at the time of 

os; the death of the member or which 
come into such care, control or cus- 
i after the death of the mem- 
er 
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It is provided in the 
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It is to enable us to pay over any money 
due to the deceased, to his personal repre- 
sentative, or to any person ‘‘ who, in the’ 
opinion of the prescribed authority, is 
beneficially entitled thereto, or to such 
persons or classes of persons as are pre- 
scribed.”’ 
provision ito 
from lability for past action. 
6 provides that— ee 
Notwithstanding anything contained in any — 
Act or State Act the Commonwealth shall not — 
be liable to any action, claim, or demand in 
respect of anything done in connexion with— 

(a) the disposition of a ies a in . 
pursuance of this Act; 

(6) the disposition, 
mencement of this Act, of any pro 
perty of a deceased soldier, in pur- | 
suance of the provisions of the sey } 
mental Debts Act; or : 

(c) the disposition, prior to the commence- 
ment of this Act, of any pro- 
perty of a deceased soldier, which, if 
this Act had been in force at the 


exempt the Department — 
Clause 


time the thing was done, would have 
been in accordance with the Provis. ey 


sions of this Act. 
Mr. Rovcrers.—That clause is prac- 
tically to indemnify the Conn ue 
in respect of past actions. “ 


Mr. WISE.—It is retrospective. Under Be 
_ another provision, if the Curator acts in ~ 


a case. at our request and has a surplus 
in hand which he cannot dispose of, the 
Government may call on him to return 
it to the Commonwealth. As to any 
unapplied military estate, it is provided. 
that— . 

Where it appears that there is no person 
to whom the military estate of a 
member may be paid or delivered under sec- 
tion 4 of this Act, the proceeds of the estate 
shall be applied, as prescribed, to the creation 
or maintenance of any prescribed fund for the 


benefit of persons who are or have been mem- 


bers or dependants of members. 
We have decided that in euch circum- — 
stances the proceeds of the estate shall go 
to the Repatriation Fund. a 
Mr. Grreory.—In the event of a blun- 
der by a departmental officer, leading to 
the proceeds of an estate heine handed 
over to the wrong person, would the De- 


partment, under clause 6, be rele Of 


all responsibility ? ae 
Mr. WISE.—Yes. In that case the : 

next of kin would suffer. aS 
Lt.-Colonel Azsorr.—If a departmen- 

tal junior clerk made a mistake, as the 


There is also in the Bill a o 


prior so: vee com: 


deceased 


: Peau of whieh money went 40 the wrong 
: - individual, would the next of kin, under 
this clause, be debarred from recovering 
re from: the Department? 
Mr. WISE.—Yes. 


One. ‘Gotorel ABBOTT. —That would: | 


“very” eruel. 


Mr. WISE.—This. Bill will grant re- 


“Hef to many beneficiaries who cannot now 


- obtain money which should properly go 


to. them. As a lawyer, I know of such 
cases. 


inet man. In such circumstances, 


under the State law, the father was en- 


titled to the proceeds. The deceased’s 
ne and sisters could not prove the 
death of the father, although it was 


and the money lies to-day in the hands 
ue the Curator, and will ultimately go 
into the State funds, If this Bill had 
- been in force, the money could have been 
paid over to the brothers and sisters of the 


es titled. There was no moral doubt as to 
the father’s death. 
: ‘Western Australia on the discovery of 
gold there, and although his death could 
~ not be proved, there was no doubt. wee 
he was deceased. — ren pie 
Ape ‘Mr. Sampson. aay Bill may be spud 
so far as particular cases are concerned ; 
but why should we have this. general 
_ indemnity? . : 
_ Mr. Tupor.—What about the fi SED 
of fathers who have™ aeile ts their 
‘ families? : 
Mr. WISE.—There are many cases in 


2 cleared’ out, leaving the mother to. rear - 
- the ‘children, is entitled to claim. There 
are many cases in which a boy has gone 


to pay. over the money that was coming 
to him. On asking for evidence of her 


husband is alive, but has not contrihuted — 


family. In such circumstances, we cau 
not pay the mother of the deceased soldier 
a penny. The Curator takes. over the 
estate, . aay if the father eee of what 
4 has. erred hp ¢ comes in and ae 


PS 
atk 


morally beyond doubt that he was dead, 


_ deceased who were the only persons en- 


nar. the father, of a family who-has. 


to the Front and has died intestate, and 
ehers we have been asked by the mother | 


. Ae aa oy we have been told that the 


In a Queensland case the Curator - 
was asked to administer the estate of a. 


_volved—-£60— and we had to do So. 
wag a case in which we had done 


He had. gone. to. 


| of those words. 


a penny to the support of his wife and. 


: ast 


‘ease have to fill in a very elabor: 
setting out the names of the rela 
_ the position of the Sn ce 


He ‘Tupor.—He i ee ss, 
often he is a waster. = — 


_ Mr. WISE.—Yes. - 


er. 


person ays had wrongiv’ Vly reed 
Mr, WISE. — - No. ° In one 
Ihave already stated, 
over the money coming to a 
soldier to his widdw, who was 
England. Twelve or sixteen. 
later a trustee company ir 
proved the will of the deceased, in w 
he left. everything to his father, 
ignored his wife. The trustee com 
called on us to pay over the amount 


of simple justice, but on the wil 
nage eae Brae an action cou 


seem to have vided in tauee - 
reasonable care eae? oe taken” 


fitiar ioe in ever case. 
Mr WISE. — The cinitoane ine c} 


amend the olpie SO as 66 provide 
shall apply except where the Co 
wealthhas been guilty of carelessne s 
negligence ! . ae eae 
Mr. WISE. — L do fibt thy 1 
would be any objection . tor the 


eh 
} 


ener has been — some doubt 


it is ae ‘a remove. any ae 
as the application of that Act 
“la is concerned, that we have in 
this Bill. 
have died in the Old Country 
administered there under the I 
tele Act, a the pone 


oS ‘orce, cee to many ae 
| Ropomrs. ceots cabot’ with the 


a My. Pe aiiay eo yider hake 5 the 
| Commonwealth is also relieved of all re- 
: sponsibility. 


Mi WISE E Hetirabie Sees may 
rest ssured that all possible precautions 


entitled. : eo tag ips 


a ge Baactnon. _What a dicta 
ee dvise the Department before the actual 


: estate ! oe 
Mr WISh —When we ask the Ae 


law of the State, and calls upon the claim- 
ts to prove that they are the next of 
n. In the case to which I referred a 


| reensland asked the brothers and sisters 


ther was dead. 


he estate, which might have been very 


over: to the State Government. 


ae _ Sampson. —We are not. attacking 
principle of the Bill, but I should like 
- to know who would: dears: the final voice 

in the disposition of this money. 
a OM. WISE.—The matter ‘would be 
dealt with by regulation, and. probably 
the Minister administering the Act would 
€ final voice: tn the matter. — 


“WISE. —Yes. 


in our hands, 


will be en to ascertain who. are see. : 


a deeeased 
receive them. 


‘ distribution of the proeis of. such an 


administer he takes action under the 


fects, medals, and. decorations of soldiers 


w roments ago, the Public Trustee of . 


he deceased soldier to prove that their — 
-There was no moral 
s to his death, but. no legal proof 
fit, and the result is that the money in. 


tO. the claimants, who were in a 
‘position, will ultimately be are 


‘vided that it is shown to the satisfaction of © 


. close of the accounting ‘period are. not: propor- 


An aay : 
of affairs i in regard to = relation- : 
 move— 
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Mr. Ronenns THe Bill caplie ee 


- to. the military estate, and not to BBY. 


other part of a deceased soldier’s estate ae 
Mr. WISH.—That is so; it applies to 


“money due by the Commonwealth to. the ee 


deceased as well as to the personal effects 
of the deceased that may happen to be 
There is 3 also a. Mecha: ‘pet 


viding that— 


The medals of a deccnead Reba that 
are not bequeathed. to some specified — person 
by will shall be delivered to such person as 
the Minister, or the person authorized thereto 
by the Minister, approves. : as 
That clause will enable’ the Department 
to hand over the personal decorations of 
soldier to those entitled to 
I commend this Bill to 
honorable members, and am satisfied that 
after careful consideration ‘they will re- 
cognise that it will give a great deal of 
relief, and is intended to deal fairly and 
justly with the military pay, personal ef- 


who, unfortunately, die intestate, and 
whose relatives we do not wish to put to 
the expense of taking out letters of ad 
ministration. “4 

Debate (on motion of. Mr. ‘Tovon) ad 
journed. 


Sitting suspended dro 6. 30 ie 8 Pm. 


WAR-TIME PROFITS TAX 
. . ASSESSMENT BYU. a 


In. Committee. (Consideration resumed 


“from 16th December, vide page 9333): 


Amendment (by. Mr. Pacs,. on eh 


of Mr. Wusr) again’ proposed — 


That the following new clause be inserted :— = 
Section sixteen of the prineipal Act — 


‘amended by adding the following co. ‘to oe 


sub-section (12) :— ; ie 

‘ Provided always that when the Yast: “ace 
counting period prior to the 4th August, 1914, 
was not a date later than the 30th September, 
1913, then any accounting period between the 
4th August, 1914, and 30th September, 1913, 
shall be one of the pre-war trading years, pro. | 


the Commissioner that the profits made ‘be- — 
tween the 4th day of August, 1914, and the 


tionately in excess of. the | profits of the Be 
ceding. part of such year.’ , 


Mr. HIGGS. (Gapcinta [8. 3]. —t ° 


That- the- proposed new slain be amended 
by leaving out all the ‘words after. cial 7am 


~ cee Na 


’ 
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the first line of the proviso, with a view to 
inserting in lieu thereof— 

“pre-war accounting period is more than 
‘six months prior to 4th day of August, 
1914, the proportion of 1914 balance may be 
taken and averaged as the pre-war standard 
of the last pre-war trade year, and this pro- 
vision shall apply to the lous: 16 tax already 
paid and a refund made on account thereof.’’ 
In common with other honorable mem- 
bers, I received a copy of this proposed 
amendment from Mr. MacIntosh, whose 
case was put before the Committee when 
this measure was last under considera- 
tion. J understand that it is acceptable 
to those manufacturers who suffer on ac- 
count of having an unusual accounting 
he The amendment will accord 

ith the provision in the British Act, 
ich provides that where a portion of 
the accounting period is within the war 
period, it may be averaged in accordance 
with the profits derived before the out- 
break of war. Can the Treasurer see his 
way clear to accept the amendment? 


Mr, WATT (Balaclava—Acting Prime 


Minister and Treasurer) [8.5].—It is the 
general desire of honorable members on 


both sides of the House that this Bill 


should be disposed of as quickly as pos- 
sible. Since Monday I have conferred on 


more than-one occasion with the Com- 


missioner of Taxation, to see if it would 
be possible to adopt the principle em- 
bodied in the proposed new clause and in 
the suggested amendment of that clause, 
but I have been assured that the ac- 
ceptance of it would mean that the Bill 


and the original Act would need to be 


recast. I am not prepared to do this at 
the present stage. The measure, as it 
stands, contains some very remedial pro- 
visions which will be appreciated by the 
community generally, and I ask honor- 
able members not to press the matter 


‘further. 


Mr. HIGGS (Capricornia) [8.6].—I 
admit that the Treasurer has made con- 
cessions. 
ment which will remove the retrospective 
character of his proposals in regard to 
new capital and the 10 per cent. standard, 
but I prefer not to withdraw my amend. 
ment. 

Amendment of the proposed new clause 
negatived. 


Proposed new clause negatived. 


Wartime Profits Tax (REPRESENTATIVES, ) Uehenee Bil. 


He has consented to an amend- ° 


Mr. SAMPSON (Winters [8.7 | 
1 had intended to submit for the 
sideration of the Committee, @ new cla 
to read as follows:— 


Notwithstanding anything contained in he : ee 
principal Act or this Act, this Act and the ae 
principal Act shall expire on 30th June, (1918. 
Would that proposal have been 80 ; 
ceptable to the Treasurer ? : 


Mr. WATT (Balaclava—Acting Pred 
Minister and Treasurer) [8.9].—After — 
consultation with the Commissioner of — 
Taxation and the responsible officers” of — 9 
the Treasury, I am prepared to terminate 
the Act definitely on the 30th June, 1919. 
If peace is signed before the 30th June — 
in the coming year, the Act will auto- on 
matically cease to operate before th: 
date; but as it is conceivable that peace 
may not be signed until 1920, I have 
given instructions for an ‘amendment 
be drafted which will accomplish more 
effectively than would the proposal of 
the honorable member that which he — 
seeks to attain, namely, the termination — | 
of the Act on the 30th June next. The ‘ 
amendment will be moved in another 
place. See 

Title agreed to. Ce rilen 

Bill reported with amendiienie Wore © 

Standing Orders suspended; ane re- ae 
port adopted. 


THIRD READING. Sr 
Motion (by Mr. Wart) proposed— | 
That this Bill be now read a third tim 


While many of the amendments _ ine a 
sa in’ this Bill give some relief 


spend 6d., and ae Hee on cee 
I have fought very strongly to s 
some relief for those persons who go 
in the back country, and endeayou 
build up one of the best assets of 
Commonwealth, but I have not succe 
in getting it. Tf two persons have a 
thousand pounds each, the one who goes 
out into the back country and endeavo1 
to develop our resources, who pr 


aOR ; ar 
happen to make, although they may be 
_ profits on paper only; whereas the other, 
who may invest his money in mortgages, 
and come to the city to get a living by 
his wits, will find himself exempt from 

_ this: war-time profits taxation, no matter 
_ how much money he may make. The 
. Man who may make £15,000 or £20,000 
by securing an option of a mining pro- 

- -perty, will not be called upon to pay 6d. 
in the shape of war-time profits taxa- 
tion; whereas the man who is engaged 
_ in the task of developing the resources of 
_ the Commonwealth will be deprived of 
_ 50 per cent. or 75 per cent. of his profits. 
_ It is a flaw in our legislation, and I 
_ would not be doing my duty if I did not 


4 

_ draw attention to it. 
_ Mr. WATT (Balaclava—Acting Prime 
Minister and Treasurer) [8.14].—I thank 
_ honorable members for the consideration 
they have shown in connexion with the 
ssage of this Bill. I am well aware 


ews in relation to the intricate matters 
mtained in the parent Act in order 
at, at this late hour of the session, the 
Il may not be delayed, and so that 
fits conferred by it may be given to 
ihe community. The Government are 
quite sensible of the spirit of conciliation 
displayed on both sides of the House. 
_ Question resolved in the affirmative. 
_ Bill read a third time. 


CHIEF JUSTICE’S PENSION BILL. 

In Committee: Consideration resumed 

- from 16th December (vide page 9364), of 

_ Governcr-General’s message, on motion 
_by Mr. Groom— 

That it is expedient that an appropriation 
of revenue be made for the purposes of a Bill 
for an Act to provide for the grant of a pen- 
sion to the first Chief Justice of Australia. 

7 Upon which Mr. Hieés had moved— 


_ That after the word. ‘‘ That”? there be in- 
Serted the words ‘‘ in view of the state of the 
_ finances and the just demand by the public 
-- and press for economy in Commonwealth ex- 
_ penditure, the present is not an opportune 
_ time to grant a pension of £1,750 to any one.” 


Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 


b [8i15).— It ig not because of any feeling 
- against the present Chief Justice of the 
_ Commonwealth that I oppose the grant- 
ing of this pension. He is a man who 


at many of them have foregone their 
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Federal and State politics. 
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has filled a great public position in Aus- 
tralia, and has been prominently before 
the people for many years, and we feel 
that he is entitled to all honour and re- 
spect. He was a shining light in the © 
political arena, and also as a Judge of the 
Supreme Court of Queensland, and of 
the High Court. I have watched his — 
career for many years, and have regarded _ 
him as a highly talented lawyer and ~ 
Judge, who has given what some people ~ 
would regard as his best to the country. © 
I have differed from him on many occa- 
sions, but that does not influence me in 
my opposition to the motion before the © 

Committee. If the circumstances war- 
ranted the granting of this consideration 


to Sir Samuel Griffith, I would still think 


the amount was too large. But one can- 
not forget that when he accepted the — 
position of Chief Justice of the High 
Court, there was a clear understanding 
that no pension attached to the appoint- — 
ment. He has drawn a bigger salary — 
than any other Australian Judge, and ~ 
why a pension should be granted to him, 
and not to any other members of the 


High Court Bench, I cannot understand, oe 


During my membership of this House, 
many men have left political life, and 
some of them have since died. Although 
they had been receiving the emoluments 
which attached to membership of this 
Parliament, and in some cases to Minis- _ 
terial positions, some of them were in — 
poor circumstances. Yet, though they 
had given their best- to their country, — 
there was no thought of granting a pen- 

sion to them. I could enumerate twenty 

or thirty men who are equally as deserv- 

ing of a pension as is Sir Samuel Griffith. 
Although they had not advertised their _ 
impecuniosity, their circumstances were 
well known. Their talents had been em-. 
ployed with profit to the country in 
Their income 
was much less than that received by the ~ 
Chief Justice, and, in addition, they — 

were subjected to demands upon their 
resources, as all members of Parliament _ 
are, from which a Judge is immune. ~ 
The Chief Justice has not a large number — 
of constituents who think that they are — 
entitled to a portion of his salary. TI 

have never refused in this House to vote 
for increments to men who were receiving 
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high salar‘e esy hays ‘reconnided that 

_ there are i dstablishod: standards of what 
men in certain positions are worth; and 
if increments were due I have always 
-. yoted for them, and in consequence have 
brought down upon mvself a good deal 
of adverse criticism. Some persons think 


that the salary of the King’s representa-- 


tive is very large; but, although I would 
vote for the abolition of the position, I 
would not, while the position remains, 
support a proposal to reduce the salary 
attaching to it. A reduction of salaries 

_ will not effect in any way an alteration in 
our economic system. I, with. many 
others, bel’eve that the whole economic 
system should be changed, so that pen- 
sions might be granted to all men 
and women when they are compelled 
to retire from work. One could 

_ understand a ‘proposal being submitted 
to pay the old-age and invalid pensioners 
an allowance sufficient to maintain them. 
There is no pretence that. the small pen- 
- . sion now paid to those people will sup- 
eo port them; it is recognised to be only 
an aid. My view is that adequate pro- 

_ vision should be made by the community 

_ for the old-age and invalidity of all men 
and women after their working days are 
over, because, whether they. work with 
_ their mind or with their hands, ‘all con- 
vis tribute something to the welfare of the 
ae community. It is quite possible that the 
Chief Justice has been unfortunate in 
investments—I should not think that that. 
_ is the case—and the Government may be 
of opinion that it is not right that an 
_ex-Chief Justice of the High Court 
should spend the leisure of his old age 
without an income sufficient to maintain 
him in the state to which he has been 
accustomed. But no such ‘consideration 

is shown in respect of other people. For 
instance, old soldiers who have fought 
ve for. their. country, and by reason of that 
fact have been incapacitated in life 
earlier than they otherwise would have 
been, are left to their own resources in 
their old age. We hear of no proposal 

to give to them an increase in their pen- 
sions. 


their old age or to keep them in the 
event of their becoming imvalids. It is 
a a we |-known fact in’ 95 per cent. of 
| Mr. oe pasa NS TLS, 


ae TA v 


tunity to save, 


especially if. they 


this ns for fifteen years, pore 


| demands. 
of “£600 per annum, after “paying , 
Perhaps they have never had an - 


opportunity to set aside any. money for » 


ae ‘heont oes a large be ary 


the comnennity eee «eng 
and the most 
expect is that, with a fair am 
luck, they may possess a home 
own and be independent of the ! 


benefit of juee hole conn 
the seine ee I ee IT ae 
omission. : 


Tle boot iehenia ‘alone. 
electorate there are. 
who for a number 
just managed to * eiiet” : 1 
years gone by may have Se in a 
fortable cireumstances, and lived ind 
dressed well. But as they grew older 
were unskil’ed worke 
and their muscular strength was th 
only industrial asset, they were no 
wanted, and now they are obliged 
out an existence by taking any job ° 
offers. I have always regretted that 
economic system permits ‘of | such 
And bearing them in mind, I can 
conscientiously vote to grant, a 
to a gentleman who has been | 
£4,000 per annum for fifteen ye 
had received £3,000 per annum 
preceding ten years. I agree as 
need for paying our Judges adequ 
in order that the Judiciary may | 
pure.” But the salary which | ‘Si 
Griffith has been receiving has. be 
enough to secure that end. Man 
are of opinion. that a person d 
large salary ought to save a gooc 
money. Some “of. my constitue 
I can save. £500 per annum. ~ 


made a aarti must be 3 
expect one to save most. nee the ne 


apie ASG: membe 


serene and | meeting all the 


annum. Riven’ ‘ale the Chi 


“Salted otoea ble members | who” 
r this Bill will be adopting a course 
at. ~is not justified in the circumstances. 
rse, this Bill is a.legal method of 
oviding such a pension; but the pro- 


a “Whilst I have the highest 


pension is proposed, I know there are 
- hundreds of thousands of men and women 
who have never had an opportunity to 
a penny, and who require 
but do not get them. 
Before. a woman of sixty years of age 
can obtain: a pension of 12s. 6d. a weak, 
insist that she shall prove that her 

; husbar dis not earning £2 a week. If 
| earning £1 17s. 6d. a week, she can. 
a pension of only 2s. 6d. a week. 
arly, a man of sixtv-five cannot get 
ension of 12s. 6d. unless he can prove 
.t he is not earning more than a trifling 
unt, and has not ‘put by for a rainy 
: “Under © these _ circumstances, we 
ho d not give a pension to the Chief 
stice without requiring of him the de- 
ion that he is in an ‘mpecunious 


foes : 


_ the. mene At any Fate 


wha ver ‘oe c'reumstances. oe have no 


‘ salary. - uae ; ss 


EGORY (Dampier) [8.34] ay 
| that the Committee is not 
Batt cue s in co to ee ‘s preposat, 


a reson ae 3 


in the recess the 


Act. te At the eee time, gallate 


of the gentleman for whom this 


osition, and would not be able to live if 
he 


pan of ‘£1, 750 would bee ee ee 


posal is not fair to the rest of the com- 


oo 


ia a man aki has ete drawn 


juciiy: their - 


S es: amending the War Pen- - 


mained here, he would to-day probably : 


announcement of- the Government's in- 


‘tories and workshops, 


“the time he enlisted. Many boys cube 
at the age of eighteen years, when they ~ 
‘were either not wage-earners at all, or 
were getting very little. They were away : 
at the war for three or four years, and 
during that time did a man’s work; but — 
when one of them has fallen, the amount 
of the pension payable to his mother is 
made to depend on the amount of his 
earnings at the time of his enlistment. _ 
Mr. Groom.—On the extent of hier: de- ; 
_ pendency on him. 


Mr. GREGORY.—Had ie son re 


be earning £3 or £4 per week. The pen- _ 
sion rate should be based on what the 
-men would be earning now had they not 

gone to the war. I hope that considera- 
tion will be given, also, to the case of re- 
- turned single blind soldiers whose pension — 
is not sufficient under the present Act, 
and I urge the Minister to make some 


_tentions in this direction. : 
The. proposed pension to the Chief 
-J ustice is a tribute to one whose work 
is well known, and of whom Australia 
may justly be proud. We should be 
wanting in a sense of duty. did we no 
recognise our indebtedness to hom. 
Mr. CONSIDINE (Barrier) [8.38] so 
protest against the granting of the pro- — 
posed pension. I have nothing against _ 
the Chief Justice, whom I do uct-know 
personally, though 1 am willing to accept — 
all that the Attorney-General (Mr. — 
Groom) has said of his capacity and at- 
tuinments. What was said on that score 
has nothing to do with the question. 
Mr. Lyncu.—But the necessities of 
the Commonwealth have. We want the 2 
best. jud cial talent that we can get. 
Mr. CONSIDINE.—The fact chat the 
‘Chief Justice has occupied many high 
political and- judicial posts, with “eredit. e 
to himself and advantage to the country, 
is no reason for paying him a pees of 
£1,750. oe 
‘Mr. Ropcers:—lIs the honorable mem- Oe 
- ber. totally opposed to the Pa ok 
a 
CONSIDINE.—I am opposéd ‘iap 
a oe of pensions to officials and) 
others. until the workers, who oe. 


the wealth of the country, toiling in. face Pa 
can obtain. more 


happens to have acquired a house. 
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than a mere pittance in their old age, 
and are not forced to go through a 
humiliating procedure to get it. An old 
gentleman of seventy, who has resided 
in the ‘‘ colonies,’’ as he calls them, for 
sixty-three years, a widower, and by 
trade a carpenter, has written to me to 
say that he has been refused a pension 
because he earns more than £58 a year. 
He has worked as_ earnestly and 


thoroughly at his occupation as has the 


Chief Justice; but contrast the treatment 
of the two! The carpenter cannot get 


a pension of 12s. 6d. a week because he 


has earned’ £58 10s. in the last twelve 
months. The country does not care what 
may become of him, though if he drops 
in the street the police will take him to 


-the hospital, where he can die if he gets 


there in time. Until the country recog- 
nises the worth of its toilers, and pro- 


vides for the time when they can no 


longer be usefully employed by placing 


_ them above want, I shall not vote for the 


payment of pensions to officials who have 
always drawn big salaries. JI get many 
letters of complaint about our pensions 
law. Recently, a gentleman in my elec- 
torate was refused a pension because he 
I do 
not reflect on the public officials who are 
administering the law; they have to 
carry out its provisions. At my request, 
when I forwarded the papers in the 
erd nary way, the case was reviewed, 
and the magnificent sum of 6d. per week 
increase was solemnly given. 


“Mr. Sampson.—Does the pensioner live 


in his house ? 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—I think so. He 
does not get rent from it. Do you say 
that because a man has saved enough 
to acquire a house, he must starve! 

Mr. Sampson.—If he lives in his own 
house there is nothing to preven him get- 
ting a pension. 

Mr, CONSIDINE.—TI cannot say whe- 
ther he lives in the house, but I believe 
he does. 


Mr. Groom.—tThe fact that a pensioner 


lives in his own house is not counted 


against him. 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—I shall look: into 


the matter, and ascertain the exact posi- 


tion. In any case, Hered the matter had 
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been caverdlly: gone. into, his pension wi vas 
advanced by 6d. per week. | 

Mr. Sinciarr.—There are many simi- 
lar cases. Se 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—That makes ‘my ; 
case all the stronger, and I cannot under-— 
stand the attitude of honorable members _ 
opposite. The only one who has taken a 
decent view of the position is the honor- 
able member for Fawkner (Mr. “Max: 
well). 

Mr. Srncrarr.—All I say is that: the 
facts stated by you are not quite accu- 
rate, because the man would be entitled 
to a pension, ~-~ : 

Mr, CONSIDINE.—The facts are” : 
I have stated. The only point on which : 
I am uncertain, in the absence of my 


-memoranda, is whether he actually live ‘ 


in the house, but, in any case, J am ¢ 
tain if he does not he is not receiving Fr a. 
for it. Then, there is the case of a lady 
in Broken Hill, who has an invalid son 
of about seventeen and a paralyzed hus-— 
band. The son, who has to be moved — 
about by mechanical means, was in re- 
ceipt. of a small invalid pension, but the 
amount was regulated by the fact that 
he had a father living. As I say, the 
father is now paralyzed, and the lady told — 
me a month ago, when asking me to t 
secure a pension for her husband, 
unless something was done she would 
to disown her child, and hand him over 
to the State. Al who read the news- 
papers must know of such cases as. tt : 
bee by the honorable member for ‘¥F 


ot. 


hie pee dead child, and abandon 
under a tree, because she was too 
tu bury him. From personal experienc 
I know how these things hurt, an 
does every working man or woman 
country who lives on the borders of 
tion. There is not a worker whose fa 
could exist for a fortnight if the wa. 
were cut off. And how are these peo 
treated when they are old? They 
thrown on the scrap heap—there 1 
talk of a pension of £33 odd a wee! 
them. All honour to the Chief « 
for obtaining the position he di 
he was well recompensed with 
cent oa for Bere services “f 


> Chief Justice's _ 

Commonwealth. — It has been 
out that during the period he 
Be the ee of “Chief Justice of 


— 


PF voocideration. how. meh a earned last 

" year, or what he did with the £87,000; 

“ae this. d fference is because of the ie 
ference in the social scale, 

ty Sir Roserr Besr.—There was no dif- 

' ference ‘in intellect or intellectual ser- 
vices, of course ? 


Mir. CONSIDINE. —There is just as 


there is between the honorable member 
-and the Chief Justice. The honorable 
“member reninds me of a gentleman of 
the: other side who spoke to.ire when I 
ie first. came into this House as a member. 
. One day, in conversation, he said, ‘‘ If 


keep your opinions to yourself.’? When 
replied that I had not got here by hold- 
ng my tongue, he said, ‘‘ Wait until you 
ve been here a bit longer, and you will 
ealize that if a man has brains enough, 
o get here he could, by the exercise of 
t » have attained a very much better 
fetide. 2 But, 2" Psards.. {it 
my brain capacity that brought me 
how is it that my employer dii not 
at brain capacity into ee a 
yhen I was ‘rattling the banjo’ 

Hill, where I did not get bag 
nore ree of “it?” To this he 
etorted, ‘‘ You are a hard case. Tt is 


; he talks about brain capacity, 
ight just as well have directed 
on to his present leader (Mr. 
me twenty odd years 280, when 


eh 


may hi ve ES more brains than. Bade 


e, a they lack the opportunities to ac- 
re education and so enable themselves 
aceupy highly- -paid and honoured posi- 
in oy Poppe as che Chief Justice 
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yy much difference in intellect, possibly, as - 


é you want to stay here you will ees to. 


the same \ with the honorable member who. 


an ge 
os ae I have been talking sole 
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>» 


has. done. 


carpenter of, whom [I have spoken, have 
to stick to whatever “occupation they are 
following, 
they ~ are 
£58 10s. 


asked, “pink 


last year ?’’ 


you. 


refused the paltry 12s. 6d., 


inseparable from their occupation. 


If these workers are robbed 
of these opportunities, they, like the poor | 


and when they become old — 

earn 
If they have — 
earned more than that sum then they are — 
though they — 
have he'ped to pay the Chief Justice’s 
salary, and, in doing so, if they happen to — 
be miners, have run the risk of falling — 
rocks, pneumonia, lead and other diseases — 
They 
may “hew the wood and draw the water” — 


all the days of their lives unless some — 


happy accident gives them the chance to © 
If they are given 
the chance, and succeed in spite of their — 
they are patted on the 
back, and fold what clever fellows they — 
‘if they fail, it is 12s. 6d. per week 
or the scrap social heap, not the £33 odd — 


develop their intellect. 
disadvantas ges, 
are ; 


which goes to the successful man. 


For those reasons I am opposed to. the 


Chief Justice, or any other official, re- 


ceiving a pension of any kind. They are, ; 


in my estimation, paid sufficiently well to 


enabie them to practice that thrift which — 
they are always urging on the workers. — 
Does any honorable gentleman who is sup- 
porting this measure propose to put the- 
' Chief Justice, 


or any one else to whom 
they are willing to pay a pension of this 
kind, through the sort of social ‘‘ third 
degree’’ that the workers have to face? 
Do they wish to make the Chief Justice 


or his family the subject of the same kind 


of investigation that is being made in the 
case of the te’ephone girls at the present 
time, when they are asking for an in- 
crease of wages? Do they desire to know, 
like the gentleman on the Board of the 
jam factory employees, in Sydney, why 


a work girl, who was under ercss-examina- — 


Would 


tion, wore “laos on her clothes? 
they ask the Chief Justice’s lady thar 
question ? 3 


Mr. Hrees.—They might ask the Chief : 


Justice himself why he wears lace. 


Mr. 


they are not likely to. This humiliating 


procedure is gone through under our — 
arbitration system when it is a. question 


of the bare necessities of life, maa: it is all 


CONSIDINE.—They might, but — . 


Ie 
Fy, 


oes 
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: based on the fact that Saas ee “nob 


recognise the people on whom the whole 
social fabric rests. Because of this, I am 
irrevocably opposed*to giving a pension 
to anybody until we here, in Australia, 
set an example by recognising the 
workers’ right, to whom we owe every- 
thing—who have made it possible for us, 
who have escaped from the risks and 
misery of starvation, to know a little of 
the joys of life. 


‘Mr. Maxweti.—So long as you use the 


word ‘‘ workers’? in the wide sense in 


which you used it previously. 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—I make no distinc- 
tion between the mental and the manual 
worker. Anybody who contributes useful 
work I recognise as a worker; but I do 
draw a distinction between a mere owner 
of plant and the man who, in the capacity 
of manager, uses his brains and works the 
plant. 


oor. Weaxwee. —It all nee on how 
the owner came by the plant it might be 
by his brains. 


Mr.. CONSIDINE. Ownership Ae. 


not mean brains. An idiot may be born 
a millionaire, and sometires it does not 
require brains to acquire wealth. All 
workers, mental or manual, who contri- 
_ bute useful werk to society are entitled 
to at least the necessities of life and, 


until these are guaranteed by society, ee 


for one, will not vote in support of any 


pension. for people who all their lives 


have enjoyed all the advantages” of our 
social system, and for whom it is now 
| proposed to make life more éasy; the 
more people have, the more is given to 


_ them, while the poor devil who does not. 


know where his next feed is coming from, 
and requires a pension, is asked what he 
earned last year. If such a man, or his 
wife, or sister, happens to get a job, they 


are put through a humiliating examina- . 


tion as to how much they have paid for 
their clothing, their tobacco, or their news- 
‘papers when they seek decent wages. All 
this humiliation for the man who creates 
the wealth of the country, but nothing of 


the kind for. the Chief Justice, or those of 


his class. This is but. the Se orshaae of 


we a5 pees of the: same e character. ea 3 


_High Court Bench should rece: 


_ these things. 


justly resent this attempt 


warranted : ‘ability. 


it will be tad thet othes reed 


sicn upon hoe retirement, and a we 


oe is on ihe salaried list. of ) oe 
public Departments, and who 
absence of the | Prime 


There we tye yet. another insta: 
truth of the apeese e That to 


99 


shall pay. 


gnlys int Sir Samuel Grifith h is Fe 


2 
a 


rendered the 
eas 


terms of his contract—for the 
by him. 
that Ue ds out to men i wome 


ane 6 sor Take avain the 
Broken Hill miner. 
run down, or he has bmeal ‘up, a 
employer say to him, ‘‘ You have 
for me for eight or ‘ten years ; yc 
done good work, and you hav bee: 
the wages that were due, 
that you are no longer able to 
pay von a pension.’’ Not at 


j Bae 


next man. And so-in “every, 
the exception of those in the h 
of life. The Chief Justice, | 
tained the best that could be 


It is a scandalous outrage 
There is no excuse for it; 
ing men and women of — 


the country with an un 


e Gey who has just eae his 
O Jur oo eoerly indicates 


he ole. somnnnites aor ae ever 
nm animated ‘by a desire to deal out 
even-handed justice. 
the ‘Parliament proves that. 


OF egret that this Bill has afforded some 
« honorable members an opportunity to cast 
reflections upon one of the most eminent 
men who has ever lived in Australia: 
He has. rendered to Australia services 
_ which seem to be unappreciated by 
some honcrable members. In order to 
show the immense responsibility that is 
east upon our Judiciary, may I refer 
honorable members to the Commonwea'th 
Constitution. Under~section 51, the 
Federal Parliament is empowered to ‘make 
laws covering some thirty-nine subjects 
which in that section are enumerated. 
_ ordinary colloquial language, the 
bare statement of the subjects with 
which we may deal has but a small mean- 
ing. Following the example of the 
Inited States, the subjects in respect of 
: which we may legislate are merely enu- 
merated in the Constitution, and pre is 


bility “ Séteriiuine pie full scope aad 
“width of our powers to legislate in re- 
spect of those subjects. In other words. 
: the ey has the Posponet nt of 


ee linet Rohit of Vanationan: covered 


eir ih meaning. ~The Ficdagat 


used in that sec- 
Parliament power to legis- 
Roarespect to - every 
Ecourd be 
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The eg ae of 


learning of 


pin regard to each of such subjects, giving: 
the 


sphere 
maEnchty 
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in section 51, Shows ie great 1s ane re- 
sponsibility cast upon the Commonwealth 
Judiciary. mi 

We were singularly forbunate in- ‘our 
selection of a Chief Justice, and in con- 
sidering this Bill I desire that honorable 
members, if possible, shall consider for: 
a moment the value of the services — 
rendered by Sir Samuel Griffith. He is — 
not only an eminent Australian lawyer, — 
but is recognised as an eminent Imperial — 
lawyer, and is a member of the Privy — 
Council. His judgments have been able — 
and powerful, and of the most luminous — 
character. They have indicated on his — 
part a breadth of thought~and - juristie S 
immense value in the © 
guidance of this community. 
possible for us to fail in securing the 


highest and most accurate judicial = 
interpretation of our laws, it would — 
be a calamity to the ‘community, the — 


eravity of which could hardly be esti- — 
mated. It is absolutely necessary that 
we should have wen of the highest legal 
acumen and ability in the occupation of | 
our Judiciary, since such immense re- — 
sponsibilities are cast upon them. No — 
one challenges the Chief Justice ’s ability. 
Every one “should realize the magnitude 
of his services, and if we recognise to the 
full the colossal character of those ser- 
Vices, surely we have a right to sav that 
they entitle him to some further acknow- 
ledgment, in the form of a pension as 
provided by this Bill, at the hands of the 
people of Australia. 

It has been suggested hee the Chief 
Justice has been well paid for his services. 
I do not agree that such is the case. 
True, his appointment took the form of 
a contract, but no one with a full know- 
ledge will venture to say that the ser- — 
vices he has rendered have- been ade- — 
quately rewarded by the salary of £3,500 — 
a year which he has been receiving. —_— 

Mr. Maxweti.—He did not suggest 
when ho accepted the appointment Se 
it was not an adequate salary. ie a 

Sir ROBERT BEST.—Quite so; but re 
“is within the ambit of our power to gay 
whether that salary is an adequate com- — 
pensation for the services rendered by ~ 
him. We are at liberty to review the ~ 
position in the light of the work he has — 


Were ie 


i 


aa") 
xe 


erate 


ae for us... There is. no- legal Holt 


as between the Commonwea.th and Chief 


Justice under which he could demand a 
higher salary than he is receiving, or a 
ae 


-Maxwe te. mak sy ae have ag. 


eA the provision of a pension before 


he accepted the appointment. 
_ Sir ROBERT BEST.—That is so. ‘His 


appointment stands as a legal contract, 


and -he is receiving all that. Parliament 
bargained to give “him. To say. that, 

however, is to view the matter from a 
very rigid stand- point, and to ignore the 
fact that the services actually “rendered 
have surpassed our highest anticipations- 
at the time of the contract. Surely 1 in his: 
decli lining years we. may review his ser- 
vices, and determine whether it is not 
reasonable to grant him some further 
compensation, ~ 


_ This is, I admit, an act of grace ; but 
the services. of the Chief Justice warrant 
us in awarding him this extra compensa- 
tion. We-admit thathe stepped out of 
the position of Chief Justice of Queens- 
land, which carried with it a salary of 


- £3,500 a year and pension rights, in 
order to accept the higher position of 


Chief Justice of the Commonwealth. He 
saw fit to give up that position and to 


accept the Chief Justiceship of the ‘Com- 
‘monwealth, with the same salary attach- 
; sep to it and without any persion rights. 


Mr. Sampson.—He did so from the 


| highest sense of duty. 


Sir ROBERT BEST.— From _ the 
highest, sense of duty, and because of the 
opportunity which his new position would 
give him for a greater career, and to 
render greater service to. ‘Australia. Those 
were the animating causes. He’ was 


‘not moved to accept the Chief Justice- 
ship of the Commonwealth because of any 


paltry, sordid consideration. The one 
thought | animating him was whether in 
this position he could render greater ser- 
vice to Australia. No one can suggest 
that he has failed to render that greater 
service. He has succeeded to the very 


full. Australia is richer for his work—. 


and richer to a greater degree than we 
can calculate. Tf so- rhs is admitted, 
then it is not an unreasonable act of 


grace on the part of Parliament to ae m 
| this “pension ro Sir, Samuel Gritith son 


that ability, I should be ready 


be in the interests of Australia. 


fact, in some cases we are aware tha 


SS NS. 


Mr. Consipie. Daas yh sc ‘same 
will be put forward for granti 
sion to Mr. Justice Barton and | 


ae ie co Aaa 
Sir ROBERT BEST. —It. 
highest importance to Australia 
should have upon our, Bench the 
legal ability obtainable. If the p 1 
of pensions would enable us to 


to vote for them, believing that 1 


Me -MaxweEtt. are ane 


i ae would ges: availab 

fill the vacancy? re 
Sir ROBERT BEST. a They ss cht ores 

might not be available. - We shall } 


great difficulty in securing ano} 
Samuel Griffith. 


Mr. Maxwene. —But the pen: 
not secure him. If he is there, } 
come. oe k 


Sir ROBERT BEST.—As a matt 


fact that a pension attaches to an offi 
ail operating cause in inducing 
men to accept certain | position Pres: 
it. was not an operating® cause i 
Samuel Griffith’s case. He had 


behind him a great career, and 


He has. succeeded in doing 50, 
after sixteen years, we are rev 


We wish to show him that we a Te 
to some extent, “the value of thos 


our ene we are pe nothi 
barely acknowledging pes wor. 


dered to Australia. fe) ae 
Mr, FENTON (Maribyrnon 


ag wish to give one eet e 


__ Gut 4 Js ustice’s 
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our Bich See In the State af Vic- 
. toria the granting of pensions to public 
rants was abolished by Parliament in 
arly eighties, and it was provided 


vice and occupying a permanent position 
oe it should take out 

y policy, and maintain the premium pay- 
ments year by year, so that when he 
reached a certain age he could draw a 
. lump.sum of money from the insurance 
company. In the early days of the Fede- 
ral Parliament, when in both Houses 
- there were many eminent men in the poli- 
a — tical and legal world of Australia there 
was a great consensus of opinion against 


> payment of pensions to the Justices who 
_ would be appointed to the High Court. 
_ There was an extended debate upon the 
_ matter, but neither House would consent 
to the provision. It is an undoubted fact 


ession who are elevated to the Bench 
‘surrender practices at which they have 
been earning twice the amount they: re- 


2 ble positions they occupy as dispensers 
of justice in our Courts. It only shows 
that when these positions of “honour are 
open to the legal world, there are men, 
eminent in their pr ofession, who are pre- 


pared to give up highly remunerative 


ae the Bench. It is strange that at this late 


stage. we should find before us so many 
~ advocates for the granting of a pension 
to a ‘member of our High Court Bench. 
We are all anxious to eliminate personal 
matters In | considering this question; but 
it seems to me that “the Ministry could 
have overcome the difficulty without seek- 
ing to place on our statute-book a prin- 
ciple ‘that will form a dangerous prece- 


L considerable difficulty when efforts are 
ade to reward the eminent services of 
other. Tustices, of the High Court Bench. 
There was: no pension attaching to ‘the 
position of Chief ‘Justice fifteen years 
ago, when Sir Samuel Griffith ac- 
cepted the post. Since then he has 


seould have enabled him to make pro- 


any person entering the State Ser-. 


a life insurance . 


s _the provision in the Judiciary Bill for the. 


hat many gentlemen of the legal pro-: 


ceive as salary, for the high and honor- 


practices in order to occupy positions on 


, dent, and may land future Parliaments - 


» been drawing a magnificent salary, which 


vision for himself, witout any neceaee 
arising for the submission of a Bill to 
Parliament having for its purpose the 
granting of a pension to him equal to 
half his present salary. Are honorable 
members opposite, who are willing to sup z 
port this Bil, prepared to apply the 

same racist. throughout the com- | 

munity? Are they prepared to give | a 

man who has been drawing £150 per 

annum during his best years a pension — f 
of £75-a year in his old age? If a man ~ 

has been earning £300 in his best years, 
are honorable members w: ‘lling to reward | 

him with a pension of £150 per annum — 
so that he may enjoy himself in. sotinie 8 
in his declining years? I do not think 
so. Yet if they are prepared to. give. a 
reward to one man who has done his task 
faithfully and well, they should be ees 


_to carry the same principle into effect, 


and reward every citizen according to his | 
ab lity and the services he has rendered — 
to his country. Otherwise, they are nob 
consistent. I see no reason why our 
Justices should not have made provision — 
for their own. declining years. Some of 
them would decline to accept pensions 
from us, no matter how unanimous we 
were in our desire to make provision for 
them. On the other hand, there are 
others on the Bench who might look for- 
ward to receiving them. Many men have 
died in poor crcumstances, but yet, be- 
cause of their inventive genius, have left 
rich heritages to humanity. Have we re- 
warded them? I remember one man who 
worried himself into a premature grave — 
through giving his country the benefit of 
his invention, but nothing was done to 
help him. Hig wife also went to a pre- 


mature grave, and his family have had 


to toil very hard, and overecme great 
difficulties. As I am reminded by an — 
honorable member, this country gave no 
reward to Farrar, whose researches en- 
abled Australia’s wheat production to in- 
crease to a wonderful extent. and whose 
efforts stimulated others to follow up his — 
work until, step by step, a grade of — 
wheat has been producéd here that in- 
duces one to believe that very soon we 
shall be ab'e to garner fair harvests with 
a verv small ra‘nfall. One could go 
through a long list of men whose services 
to the nation have not been rewarded. 


have found employment? 
say that if a proposal came forward in 


able pittance of 12s. 


rere oi es 
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Have we rewarded men who have dis-— 


covered rich gold-fields where thousands 
I venture to 


this House to reward such men, it would 
be ridiculed by the very honorable mem- 
bers who-wi.l vote for a pension for ‘the 
Chief Justice. We have all known men 
who have died almost in poverty. What is 


the pension given by the Commonwealth 


to men and women who have rendered 
very valuable service to their country? 
We .do'e out to 
6d. per week. 


I agree with the honorable memter 


for Barrier (Mr. Considine) that we 


war to make the» statesmen of Great - 
‘Britain realize what inroads the fac- 


ought to recast our ideas. 
is a beginning, we should set to work 
in earnest and apply the lessons we have 


Peak 


learnt dur'ng the war. It needed the 


_ tory system and slum life had made on 


the population of the Old Country. 
Sociologists and others have known that 


in the wea'thiest country in the world, 


with a population of 40,000,000, no less 


_ than 14,000,000 people are living below 
the poverty line. We require a levelling- 
up system. 


All honorable members op- 
posite are prepared to do is to pick out 


- here and there some distinguished indi- 


vidual, and deal with him with excep- 
ticnal liberality in his declining years, 
whilst they make it a struggle for other 


life is a veritable struggle. 


fo) 


people to get a dole of 12s. 6d. per week. 
Honorable members know how hard it 


is to live on an ordinary wage. If a work- 
man loses a weex’s work through illness 
he is rarely able to make good the loss, 
especially if he has to ke2p a fam1cy. His 
If honorable 
members intend to give pensions to meu 


who have been enjoying large salaries, 
jet them treat persons in other walks of 
life in the same liberal fashion. 


I sup- 
pose hcnorable members read the report 


ef the recent trial of a workman who had 
been detected in stealing certain articles 


_ from the workshop in which he was em- 
_ ployed. Week after week he had stolen 


and sold goods to the total value of £13. 
When he was brought up for trial before 
the Chief Justice of Victoria (Sir William 


Irvine) he-pleaded guilty. Asked why 
he, the head of a family, a man in regu- 
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to his employer. The Court ws “ §¢ 


them the miuser-- 


Tf this Bill’ 


the Iceberg.’? - 
and bloodthirsty man! | 


apart as the poles, I have n 


his place upon the Supreme C 


mittee that in granting this 


of £1,750 to a man- who, [I 
‘and responsible duties that | 


of the antecedents of Sir Sa 


; - , 2 a = = we 

lar employment, and with a prev: 
clean record, had resorted to stealin: 
said—and his statement was co! 
by reliable witnesses—that 


fied of the genuineness of his sta 
that he was liberated on simply 
into a bend. That proved conclusi 
although the man admitted his o1 
Court regarded him as a reputable 
zen who was fit to resume: hi 
the world. Does not that indica 
state of affairs? In this land c 
there ought to be no men and > 
of work. I have heard some ta 
unenployment allowance; there s] 
no need for such a thing in a coun 
Australia. ee ies 


Mr. Smvotan.—The honorabl 
has given’ a ‘very good testim 


Mr. - Farkinen: That. if 


Mr. FENTON.—Although | 


Sir William Irvine and I wei 
to express my belief that -whe: 


his verdict would be found to 
different. from his utterance 
House: +e ee 
Mr. Tupor.—Hear, hear! 
too. ; : hy + Pape Lee 


Mr. FENTON.—I warn 


are taking a, dangerous ste 
ciple, I could not vote to give 


eminently we'll discharged the 


cal'ed upon to perform. T | 


ne: of this, large pensign 
‘coming when the people will 
ucated enough to sweep these unfair 
stinctions aside, and these who advo- 
“eate the continuance of them will not 
have the remctest chance of finding a 
lace in this Parliament. 


FALKINER (Hume) [9.38].— 


fhe very able remarks of the hon- 


ie 


“crab member for Kooyong (Sir Robert 
t seems hardly necessary for me to 
ything to this debate. JI listened 
mipathy to the tale of woe related 
honorable member for Maribyr- 
ng (Mr. Fenton). 
) er at night the tears almost stream 
_ from our eyes at the sight of masses of 

= = ople, with every appearance of poverty, 
- eoming out of the theatres and picture 
hows. . Those people have my sympathy. 
regret that this pension proposal does 
not apply to all the Judges of the High 
Court. I think it is a aes that the 


stable members say, men eminent in 
sal profession should, out of a sense 
, make great monetary sacrifices | 


, why did honorable members raise 
own salaries? Why did they not 
ard it as an honour and a duty to’ 
ve their country at £400 per annum, 


Peete. —Because, 1S suppose, 


re bbsorbed ne the paliters can 
o are in need of it. But that is 
Men who are qualified to 


be aeons. in the practice of their 


a 


on, and they make a big monetary 


a, to do his ee That is not She 
easonable. The Judges of the High 
fourt were appointed at salaries about 
equal to the income of a second-class bar- 
ster 3 in the Criminal Court. The salar- 
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- When we leave this 


ler to occupy a positiow on the ~ 


- instead of increasing the salary to £600? ~ 
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mr are not high enough, and Heald te 


supplemented by pensions, so that the — 
best men may be attracted to the posi- 

tions. If we do not do that we shall some — 
day see some servile political hack ap- 
pointed to the Bench. The Judges who | 
receive £3,500 per annum are required to_ 
visit all the capital cities in the discharge : 
of their duties, and that entails the main- 
tenance of two homes. To some extént, 
Judges must live a life of isolation, and. 
they have not the time that an ordinary: 


cial effairs. ~ 

Mr. Lyncw—lIt is not well that. ee 
should be making investments in a: 
case. Shoes 


Mr. FALKINER.—Surely, hesattie ue 
man is a Judge, he should not be debarred 
from investing his money. 

Mr. Consipinr—Why do not thes = 
Judges practise the thrift about which y 
they. preach so much? . 


Mr. FALKINER.—No doubt they % < 
There are very few business men who do — 
not practise thrift to a greater extent 
than their employees. I repeat that 
Judges of the High Court must BrAgiG 
ally maintain ae homes. ee 

Mr. Maxweti.—Do they not get a ‘s 
travelling allowance? — os 

Mr. FALKINER. —They do; but that 
allowance will not cover everything. The 
truvelling allowance may pay the honor-_ 
able ‘qnember when he goes to Benalla to 
defend a sheep stealer, pus it does not pay 
a Judge. 

Mr. Tupor.—Four euineas per day is 
a fair travelling allowance, surely, 


Mr. FALKINER.—Even so, the 
Judges are not as well paid as is the Go- | 
vernor of the Commonwealth Bank, and,= = 
in comparison with the calibre of men 
required for Judges of the High Court, 
one could get dozens of men competent, tox: 
manage the Commonwealth Bank. The 
High Court is the fountain of justice in 
Australia; we desire to keep it untainted, — 
and to have Judges in whose ability ane 
probity we can have complete confidence. — 
We must make the positions worth while, | 
Otherwise, second-class men may be ap- =e 
pointed to the Bench, the Court will be 
ignored, gas will go ge to thes: *y 


9882 Chief Justice’ 
Privy Council, and we shall be maintain 
ing the Court for nothing. In regard to 
the pathetic pictures of poverty which 

have been painted by honorable members 
opposite, I remind the Committee that a 
mun is paid according to the measure of 
his ability. There are some honest, 
moral, good-living people who do work 
which is worth practically nothing to the 
community. An under-gardener, for in- 


i sah 


‘stances, may give satisfaction to his em-— 


ployer by adding to the refinement of his 


surroundings, but the world would be - 


none the poorer without his work. Asa 
supporter of the Government, I urge 
them to introduce a Bill in the next ses- 
sion to give a pension to all the Judges 
of the High Court, so that they may be 
placed on that footing of financial security 
which is essential to the positions they 
occupy.’ : 

- Question—That the words proposed to 


be inserted be so inserted (Mr. Hiees’ - 


- amendment)—put.. The Committee di- 
‘Wie 


nae Ayes ORE A ed 
Rete oe a eee 


me MEAIOTULY — > ys = 
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“Mathews, J. 
Maloney, Dr. 

NogEs. 
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Palmer; AS ess? So 
Poynton, A: ~~ 
‘Rodgers, A. S. 
Sampson, S. 
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| Spence, W.G. 
Watt, W. ‘A.. 

| Webster, W. 
Wise, G. H. 


Considine, M. P. 
Fenton, J. E. . 
» Higgs, W.'G. - 
_ Maxwell, G. A. 


- Abbott, Lt.-Colonel 
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Best, Sir Robert 
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. Jowett, E. 
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Livingston, J. - 
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} Thomson, John ~~ 
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Po Gattis. « H. Foster, Richard 
Charlton, M. Pigott, H. R. M. 
_ Corboy, E. W. Smith, Bruce 
Finlayson, W. F. Corsér, B. B.°C. 
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intain- — vi 


Ques d ir 
tes SS TE OP tet tie. oe 
~Amendm ved. 
Original question resolved 1 
Mative: 2 es Ee eee 


‘f 


- Bourke (Afr. Anstey). No doub 


Resolution reported. 
Standing Orders suspended, a. 
lution adopted. ae 
Ordered— 4, ee 
That Mr. Groom and Mr. Glynn do ] 
and bring in a Bill to carry out : 
resolution. Co teehee: She eae 


Bill presented (by Mr. | 
read a first time. “° 


oe a 


igrant a peision of £1,750 a year 


£35 a week—to the Chief J 
tralia, when the fathers and 
the community who gave their 
country during the recent war, h 
unable to obtain pensions. T 
ister asked me for a definite case. — 
that I had one which came to me 
absence of the honorable m 


cases have been brought under t 
of other metropolitan membe: 
doing part of his work. The 1 
1 sent to the Pensions Comm 
gard to the matter, was this -— 

_ Mrs.¢S., of Ivanhoe, is very indigna 
the treatment she has received regard 
‘pension on account of her sons who 
killed at the Front. She had four soi 
two have been killed in action, and * 
‘lied last month whilst at sea. ~~ 
This lady made application in 
with her first son, and was told” 
would be 5s. per week. ‘On accc 
second son, she was advised that no 
was due. She does not feel dispose 
any action in regard to her third s 
feels sure that her claim will be rejecte 
the case of the second son. © ~~ 
You will see that this family has 
record, and the mother is deeply 
the action of your Department. 
I shall be glad if you will hav 
-reconsidered, with a view to o 
: an increased pension. ao" Seaonh 


bh gitng Le 
eS IGF : ¥ bi isi 


fended. a 


pie st 
5 es 


_ hie Justice ae 
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On receiving a Ease ore the Penns 
Commissioner, ‘I forwarded it on to the 
gentleman. “who | was in correspondence 

; with me about the case, and wrote to him 

Jee erring letter, in which I said— 

pees “You will. remember writing to me regarding 

M Irs. S., of Ivanhoe. I at once made strong 

representations to the Commissioner of ‘Pen- 

« sions on her behalf, and fe Me just received the 

, enclosed letter. 
She was receiving 10s. per ere on ac- 
count. of her first son, and nothing on account 

GS of. the second. one. : 

ene 1. ‘am “pleased to see that she is to receive 

ie 14s, per fortnight for each, one to date back to 

__ 19th July, “1917, and the other from’ 22nd 

October last. : ‘She will, therefore, have a fair 
os amount. of back pene to draw. 
os “Tam very pleased: I was successful on, her 


| behalf. 


hye 


Tt as" ‘not. necessary to put on oe the 
letter written by the father, a railway 
labourer, with a family of eight or ten 
children, four of whom went to the war, 
where two were killed, while a third died 
at sea. For many years, railway labourers 
‘in Victoria were receiving only 6s. 6d. 
er day, their wages being of late years 
sed to 7s. per day, and recently to 8s. 
r 8s. 6d. per day. Of course, there are 
30 cases In which the parents are not 
ident on the lads who went away; 


h 
hon 


<a  escu —The boner Bien Se ehtbek 
* Danigior Al. Gregory) brought the 
matter up, and I have promised to eae 
ee it under the notice of the Minister. - 


ithe officials are. These | cases 
me to be brought under his notice. 
é father’s letter, in the case to which 
ie referred, is pretty strong. He 
hat the treatment he had received 
was not t likely to encourage recruiting. I 
‘am glad that, as the result of my action, 
¢. the, family is getting a pension of 14s. 
_ per week, or 7s. for each of the sons who 
» were killed.’ 
; ~ ome about’ tet pension of 7s. for a son 


Dp oo Sct oy Bt 


‘That is “nothing to write 


\ 


a pension. 


who has been killed is” certainly not a 
subject for boasting. We were told the 
other day that the Bill passed by the Go- 
vernment of which I was a ‘member fixed : 


‘a maximum; ‘but it is not a question ‘OL 
‘the maximum in the majority of Cases ; te 


is a. question of bringing a number of 
people up to that rate. os 

Mr. Groom —The law is the same as in eS 
your Bill. 


Mr. TUDOR.—But I was as ne ae 
definite case, and I am showing the dif- 


ferent Rehitens that is meted out to two 


different sections of the community. When — 
the Judiciary Bill was before the House — 
in 4903, the present Minister for the Navy ~— 
(Sir Joseph Cook), in the absence of Sir 
George Reid and Sir William McMillan, — 
movedsto reduce the proposed salary of | 
the Chief Justice from £3 00 to, 2.500, = 
because there was no provision made for — 
The honorable gentleman was 
induced to withdraw that amendment 
until it had been decided whether there 
should be pensions for the Judges. . Par- 
hament, by twenty-nine votes to. twenty, 
representing a division of two-thirds of 
the House, decided that there should be 


no pensions, and the salary was then fixed 


people of Australia. 


at £3,500. This Bill is departing from the — 
fonteact that was then made with the: 
We pay pensions of 

5s. to 7s. a week on account of sons killed © 


at the war, whom no power on earth can 


replace, ‘and this Bill proposes to give the 
Chief Justice a pension of £1,750 a year. 
I shall vote against the second reading. 
Mr. BRENNAN (Batman) [10.3].—I 
am opposed to the Bill, and will vote 
against the second reading. I take the — 


view that the making of grants to any 


member of*the Public Service, or to any 


_ other person, in an arbitrary way out of. 


the public Treasury, is to be deprecated. 

The policy of granting gratuities or mak- 
ing donations to persons because of their 

public services, or their alleged public. 
services, without any settled principle to 
guide those who are responsible for doing 
so, does not appeal to me. Bearing in 
mind the question of pensions to the aged — 
and the invalid, I contend that the only 
eround on which pensions of any kind are — 
justifiable in a civilized and Pree 


= 
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community is to make provision for those 
exceptional cases of sickness, invalidity, 
and weakness which cannot be provided 
for by any just system of distribution of 
the world’s good things. I say this quite 
recognising the fact_that it may be sug- 
gested for a moment that I am giving only 
half-hearted support to old-age and in- 
valid pensions. J give those pensions a 
full measure of support, because they re- 
present just those exceptional cases for 
which any civilized community must make 
provision, even though the wealth of the 
community were distributed with ideal 
fairness. 

It seems to be assumed that the Chief 
Justice of the High Court has claims of 
unanswerable character to recognition in 
the form of a pension. Apparently it is 
taken for granted. that his public services, 
taken alone, are of such a character that 
they should, if I may put it so, in the 
evening of his days be the subject of some 
“special recognition. 
at once. I do not admit for a moment that 
the services of the Chief Justice are neces- 
sarily of a specially distinguished charac- 
ter. I admit that the Chief Justice is, 


and has been for many years an eminent 
lawyer, who, by his training, and by his 


capacity, was likely to make a success of 
his work, and, probably, to amass a for- 
tune out of his earnings. But I do not 
admit for a moment that, as a citizen of 
the country promoting the best interest of 
the community, his work has been such as 
to recommend any special or, at all 
events, any monetary recognition. The 
Chief Just’ce came into his office from 
the political arena. : 

Mr. Hiees.—There is a suggestion 
that he was given the position in Queens- 
land in order to get him out of the way 
in politics. 

Mr. Groom.—That is a very unworthy 
suggestion. : 

Mr. BRENNAN.—TI heard that 
chapter of the political historv of Queens- 
land from the honorable member for 
Brisbane, and there may be something in 
it; but I am not at present concerned 
with that asvect of the case. I am not 
going to attribute any unworthy conduct 
to the Chief Justice, nor am I going to 
attribute anything but the highest 


I challenge that view. 


motives to him in the discharge of his 
public duties as Chief Justice. But I 
venture to say that, coming to his office — 
out of the arena of politics, he brought — 
a cast of mind to bear there which was _ 
certainly a keen and logical mind, but 
which, so far from breathing life, as the — 
Minister has said, into the dry bones of | 
the Constitution, rather tended to dis- . 
sect and analyze those bones than oa 
vivify them with any new life what- 
ever. When I say that, I am not fora ~ 
moment, as a humble member of the — 
lower grade of the profession, putting 
alone my own view of his work. T 
am holding up, in comparison with ~ 
his public services, the work done by 
other eminent men on, the High Court 
Bench. I take courage to say, with 
the knowledge we have of their work, — 
and the interpretation that they have 
fearlessly given to.the Constitution, and 
to const'tutional™ points of law~ brought — 
before them: for their decision, that there * 
are. men on the High Court Bench to-day 


_-—and we are likely to have other men to 


succeed the Chief Justice—who will fol- 
low the pattern of the great Chief Jus- 
tice of the United States, and will 
breathe into this Australian Constitution, — 
whether amended or not, that humanizing 
interpretation . which could never be 
drawn from the decisions of the academic _ 
mind of the present Chief Justice of the — 
High Court. = es 
A somewhat amusing and painful sug 
gestion has been made by, I think, the 
honorable member for Henty (Mr. Boyd), 
that a Judge, although eminent in law, = 3 
may possibly have such meagre business’ 
capacity as‘to fail, though drawing a 
large salary, to make adequate provisic 
in his life for his later years. If it is a @ 
fact that the Judges of the High Court | 
bring to bear such a small measure of 
worldliness into their’ work, and are s« 
equipped mentally that they are to be 
regarded as deficient in making adequate, 
reasonable, and lawful provision for them- _ 
selves and their families, I think it is a 
very disquieting disclosure as to the 
calibre of the High Court Bench. eats 
The Minister is making a personal 
matter of th’s, although honorable mem- 
bers, whom I have heard sverk, © are — 
agreed that it should be regarded rather 


a einiter. oe sare in igs in- 

ous distinctions should not be drawn 
2. the various holders of this high 
~The Minister gave us oe 
p infully like ie somewhat - 


oe —It reads, like a erat 8 
- testimonial. | 


BRENNAN. a aes eae so. 
whatever may have been the perform- 
ss of the present Chief Justice, at 
art the University, at the Bar, or 
litics, he has up to the present been 
e to say that, whatever he has won 
as won by his own effort and his-own 
bul ; and he has not been behoven to 
the State for any special gratuity to 
@ up, as is suggested by some honor- 
able members, for his deficiency in busi- 
ss acumen. [I remind the House, 
ough probably they have been re- 
Minded already, that when the Chief 


fairly substantial emolument which 


Justice of fhe High Covet: of Aus- 
he enjoyed all the kudos, and 
ed all the praise, which came to 
‘reason of the fact that he was 
up a position which would 

have entitled hm later on to a 
: 2. I venture to suggest that 
a " unworthy to ask the Chief 
Justice. and it is unworthy of the Chief 
J ist An. the language of the Bill, to 
: a pension—because, curiously 
igh ‘that ds the verbiage adopted—in 


a 


e-of Australia, the terms on 
as z was appointed, and the fact that 
Woved all the honour and distinc- 
ving made some monetary sacti- 
connexion with the acceptance of 
sition. It is pointed out, of course , 
“many of. the transferred offices, 
1S transferred carried with them 
ion rights. That is true; but I 
general tendency of Australian 
ation for. many vears past has been 
| lish the pension system altogether. 


arly thirty—the svstem has been 
ed in Victoria. © 
ee to the ee of 


 Drceunen, 1918. < Es 
haere ae 


Justice renounced the position of honour. 


of pecuniary bemefit. — sake 


_ Bendigo (Mr. 


f he contract he then made with 


OW that for many years—I should 


The system has 


is 
» 
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this State, and the general tendency is 

to abolish the pension system for public 

service. That being so, the claim that 

in 1918 the’ Chief Justice of the Com-— 
monwealth acquires any special right ioe 
a pension by reason of his being a trans- 
ferred officer falls entirely to the ground, 
not oily on its merits, but upon a refer-— 
ence to the terms on which he accepted 

the position. | 


There are many public men eee 
taking up public duty, made financial 
sacrifices. Every one knows that there 
have entered this House men who were — 
making large incomes at the Bar, . and — 
who ae sacrificed some of that — 
pecuuiary advantage in order to dis- e 
charge their public duties here. _ : : 

Mr. Hices —They could not. make. a 
name in Parliament unless they didi 3 


Mr. BRENNAN.—Not without sone 
personal sacrifice of their private 
comes. I could name examples of ae 
distinguished lawyers, on entering this 
House, have made substantial sacrifices 


Frnton.—The late member Tre 
Arthur) was a member 
of our party who did so. _ % 

Mr? BRENNAN.—Yes;: but eye 
nately the House and the country lost 
the distinguished service of that barrister _ 


Mr. 


before he was able to make any substun- 
tial* sacrifice of the kind. Unbe ups 1 : 


. Ww as 


taken from us. 
Mr. Frenron.—Even in the short Hiner 
that he was here he made some sa : 
sacrifice. 
Mr. BRENNAN. 2Na doubt, and _ ae 
am glad that: the honorable nee as 
recalled the name of that brilliant and _ : 
promising personal friend of my own. | 
The honorable member for Hume (Ma. 
Falkiner) adopts a principle that we 
should be prepared to hold out this special — 
inducement to members of the Bar to be- — 
come Judges, otherwise we shall fill” the - 
offices of our highest judicial tribunal 
with ,“second-raters.” If a man who is 


earning at the Bar more than £3. 000 per 


annum is still so animated by the: greed 
and lust of gold, that he cannot be per- 


suaded to give up his addition Sndnoials 3 


gain 3 in et to Brees the peso of A 
= 
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Chief J ustice’s s- 


: Indge with a ane of #3 000 a your, 


together with all the honour, distinction, 
and dignity attaching to the office, that 
fact discloses him to be a person whom 
it is well to keep off the Supreme Court 
benches. That is a complete answer to 
the honorable member’s contention. 
There is, moreover, a counter-argument, 
and it is this: that men who are earning 
at the Bar up to £3,500 per-annum are 
exceedingly hard worked. No man can 
earn such an income without working 
very hard. I have in mind the case of 
a barrister who was earning a very large 
income, but was working so hard that his 
bealth threatened to break down. When 
an opportunity presented itself of taking 
the more moderate emolument attaching 
to the position of a Supreme Court Judge, 
together with the additional attractions to 
which I have referred, he had no hesita- 
tion in moving up to the Bench. I do 
not believe that the absence of a pension_ 
will prevent: our oe the services of 
the very best man atthe Bar. I should be 
sorry to think that men of high standing 
at the Bar were of such a cast of mind 
that they would -decline to make a 


financial sscrifice in order to go on the 


Bench. The number of even 
_lawyers 


Chief Justice is very few. 
I think, is often exaggerated. | 


eminent 
are making 


salary received 
The 


who 
eanal to the. by our 


number, 


doubt ee iiiever that their services could 


be obtained for the Judiciary in return 


for the emolument offered. At a time like 


this, when the whole of the efforts and 
genius of this Parliament angull be 
directed 


Mr. Hiecs—As far as the Standing, 


_ Orders will permit. 


Mr. BRENNAN.—As far She 
Standing Orders will permit, io a more 
economical administration of public De- 
partments — at a time like this 
when we are. es with the neces- 
sity of doing a full measure of 


_ Justice to the men en have fought for 


wane 


; 
a 
MG, 
: 


iy 


. 
oe are aa 
aes) te aie ee) 


and of cons’ ‘dering their paramount 
~ claints, and those of their relatives and _ 
- dependants—I venture, without hesita-_ 
tion, to say | that there is an act of political 


a ee in we eae to award a 


: iio sess $b. 


i, 
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gratnity ae Os kind e 


a ereay to a public servant 


- thousands of. others who could | 


incomes. 


T have no- 


ceived about £89, 000. . 


to ped share of the - 


sure, the Chief Tate bec 


o Tt 
lish a principle, it is not offeres 
of principle This pension is” 


mea beneficence of this a 


but whose claims are not cor 
the Bil before the House OF. 
Bill. 


Dr. MALONEY (Melbourne) A 
oh A point. to which I should. like te 
attention is that this Bill does not 
vide that the Chief Justice shal ‘ 


service, and the Right “Honaritl 
Childers, after something like t 
a half years’ work in this State 
granted a pension; and they live se 
after for close upon half a ¢ 
England. ‘They. continued du 
time to draw pensions from : a peonle 
they never benefited, but unon whom 
fastened. like leeches. ~ These p 
amounting to about £800 per a 
the one case, and to~ some £6 


thought they had 4 ‘their ¢ 
a dearer! in accepting high 
the then youtg pte of Victo 


Childers rose to the position. of Char 
of the Exchequer in the Gladste 


vernment. 


~~ Tet us analyze the Fras oA ting 
this pension. During twenty-five 
on the Bench, Sir Samuel Griffith ha 
In round 
he has received £70 a week, in 
ask 000, 


penses. I do not know whether: 
per day to which they are entitle 
of travelling expenses is includ 
amount, By’ the terms of this vi 
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s a Ane pensioners under our Old- 
age Pensions Act receive. I resent that. 
] men when they have reached a cer- 
age, and have become too old to work, 


« Leader of the Opposition (Mr. 
Tudor) has referred to the pitiful case of 


hy 


the mother of four sons who went away 


to. fight for the Chief Justice, for me, and 
. for every other citizen of. Australia. One 
_ of these boys paid the supreme sacrifice, 


and the mother was granted a war pension 


of 5s. per week. The pension of the 
Chief Justice is equal to the pension re- 
ceived” core 134 such cases, and equal to 
sixty-seven war pensions of 10s. per week. 
Will any one. say that what this 


an has done is equal to the services 
at have been rendered by our men at 


the Front. Then, again, under our War 


Pensions Act differential treatment is 
ated out to the mother who has been 


=e serted by the man who should have 


Pil b> toe. 


eared for her. It was not the intention 


Parliament when the War Pensions 
1! was passed that there should be any 
ch differentiation, but it exists to-day. 
y Bains. in determining what rate! 


ae for ec eplee months prior to 
ate edleny, of these soldiers of, 


fat expensive time of a aie! S life. As 


a rule, boys of from eighteen to twenty- 


one” years of age can-take very little into 
their homes. but: when they reach the 


age oo. ive years they are oe to 


[ALONEY. —Yes. I am apie. 
ea the laws of Australia no 


of Teake a Mr. Andrew Rishay and these 
; who supported his Government, the word 


Llegitimate ”’ has been erased from all 


¢ Commonwealth laws. It is an infamy ~ 


thee the amount to De paid as a war pen- 
sion to a mother or father of a youth — 
killed at the. Front should be based upon 
the amount he was able to contribute to 
her support for the twelve months before 
he enlisted. If the assistance to the home 
be made a. basis of computation, why 
should it not be made at the time of the 


death of the brave soldier ? 


I have no personal animus towards the: 
Chief Justice. - J have, if anything, a © 
kindly feeling for him. I had one ex- 


perience cf his Court, and three after- 


noons spent there cost me something like 
£200. The cost would have been greater 


but for the generosity of the legal 


men in charge of my case. I have 
never heard a poor man bless the 
name of the Chief Justice ocr. de-— 


clare himself to be thankful for his help. 


Is he a poor man? Then my pocket is at 
his disposal. If he has speculated and 
been comparatively ruined, I am willing © 
to give equally with any man on the other 

side of the chamber; but it is discredit- 
able to him if he has had anything to 
do with this sending round of the cap 
asking for the people’s money. It is the 


people, those who have no say in the 


raatter, who have to pay. I cannot con-— 
ceive that the man who had the honour 
of translating Dante’s Inferno into Eng- 
lish verse similar to the original would ~ 
stoop to accept this pension. At any meet- 
ings I shall address in the near future I 
shall move— | 
That it is disgraceful, Sishcnoahie and 


foolish on the part ‘of Sir Samuel Griffith to 
accept this pension. 


We have paid him £70 per week, with 
many extras, for putting in five hours’ 
work five days a week, and sometimes he — 
has had five months’ holiday in the year. 
There are fathers of families who are — 
trying to feed their children and clothe © 
them in these expensive times who are 


not receiving per week, even what he — 


draws per day as travelling allowance, 
namely, £4 4s. Would they not look for- i 

ward with pleasure to the receipt of even 
tne day’s wages as a pension when they 
get old and wearv. I have sounded a - 
warning note. If Sir Samuel Griffith — 
dares to. leave this country ‘drawing this — 
ponaens to spend it outside Australia he 
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will not be an honorable man. Any mem- 
ber of this House who goes away has to 
obtain leave, and if he wishes to go away 
from Australia, let him obtain leave from 
the people who pay him. I resent the 
granting of this pension. 
for 2s. 6d. extra per week for those who 
will never draw £4 4s. a week in all their 
lives, the Treasurer cannot grant it. 


When we ask that the 1:ttle children of’ 


the men who have lost their lives at the 
Front, or in dangerous trades and call- 
ings that sometimes take a greater toll 
of life than does warfare, should be al- 
lowed a little more than 3s. 6d. per week, 
they cannot get it. 
the war has demonstrated to us the value 
of human life, this Government will make 
partial provision for soldiers’ babies to 
the number of five in a family, but the 
sixth, seventh, eighth, and ninth are left 
without a penny piece in the shape of 
assistance. Go to the homes for neg- 
lected children, and ask some of the angel 
women connected with them how much 
a child costs, even in its earliest years, 


even when its only food is milk, and then 


judge how far the pittance of 3s. 6d. per 
child will go. I shall vote against the 
Bill, and if I can get meetings to support 
me L shall ask them to resolve that any 
man who has earned the salary that Sr 
Samuel Griffith has earned is not a real 
Australian or a real human being if he 
accepts a pension when those who have to 


apply for an old-age pension can only 
Dr. Maloney. 


When we ask 


At this time, wher 


draw 12s. 6d. per week with which to Keep 


life and soul together. ee 


Question put. The House divided. 


Ayes OO 
Noes .. Se eae 
Majority 17 
: AYES. att 
Ahbott, Lt.-Colonel | Palmer, A. C. 
Bamford, F. W. Poynton, A. 
Boyd, J. A. Rodgers,. A. 8. 
Falkiner, F. B. S. ‘| Sampson, S. 
Glynn, P. McM. Sinclair, H. Sh 
Greene, W. M. Smith, Laird ee 
Gregory, H. Spence, W..G. ~a 
Groom, L. E. Watt, W. A. ee 
Jowett, E. Webster, W. - eS 
Leckie, J. W. Wise, G. H. : 
Lynch, J. Tellers: 
McWilliams, W. J. Story, W. H. 
Orchard, R. B. Thomson, John 
NOEs. 
Brennan, Frank Tudor, F. G. 
Fenton, J. E. 
Higgs, W. G. Tellers: 
Mathews, J. Considine, M. P. 
Maxwell, Gio Maloney, Dr. 
PAIRS. 
Archibald, W. O. Watkins, D. 
Mackay, G. H. Page, J. 
Corser, E. B. C. Finlayson, W. F. 
Foster, Richard Catts, J. H. 
Pigott, H-R. M. Charlton, M. . 
Best, Sir Robert Bavley, J. G. 
Lister, J. H. McGrath, D. C. 
Fowler, J. M. Corboy, E. W. 
Livingston, J. Mahony, W. G. 
Atkinson, L. West, J. EH. 


Quest’ on so resolved in the affirmative. 


Bill read a second time, and passed 


through its remaining stages. 
House adjourned at. 10.43 p.m. 
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